Lessons learned for Twomey
as Cork edge closer to decider

Camogie
Daragh O Conchdir

Matthew Twomey wasn't ovier
the moon with Cork™s averall
performance as they ground
el 4 two-point viclory over
Timat-mr}' in the top-of-the-
table Very Camogie Leagua
Diviabon LA the at The Rogmg on
Saturday, but the triumph
moves his side closer fo a
place in the final with & 100%
rocard with two rounds re-
malning.

Last year's runners-up
were on the back fool enrly an
us the hosts Mew out of the
iraps and established an eariy
twi-point bead thanks to thres
points from play from the
otrtstanding Grace OFBrien.

A brilllant goal from lasi
vear's minor star Orkilth Ca-
halane, the latest of her sib-
linga to dbom o red porsey at sen-
bor bevel, heralded a Eey peri-
oil of deminance that sent
thesn I ot hakl-time leading by
1:8 1o (-7,

O'Brien provided the fnish
o the Cork net after a fanbas-
tic mowve to bring Tipp level
but Cork just finizhed the
stronger, poinis from Emima
Murphy and Flona Keating se-
curing the 114 to 1-12 verdict

“If we were told this morn-
ing that we'd be coming oui
with two points we'd have
takem 60" said Twomey.,

"When ¥ou come up hene
you're gonna got tested and
when vou get festod vou see o
few cracks and we saw o few
cracks now that we're Fua ]
bave ta po away and work on
Tuesday night. We're happy
enough to get the win bl
tlere’s a "but" there.

*Tipperary &re 8 wory good
side. You ean see they"re going
to be n threat (o everybody as
the yvear goes of il our main
play is speed and we were just
hitting the ball from distance
and made Clodagh @uirke
look ke an All-Siar. She was
standing on her own and we

Ragg. Cork won again to keep up their 100% record.

wire hitting it to her and thit
was vory disappointing.

“We wanted to speed up
everything That's the way we
ahonild e playing but we just
cliclmt hrimge it today, 1t'2 puzzl-
ing why. But we don’t expect
cveryihing o be perfiect at this
timie of yvesr. We have o real-
s it's only tlse start of March
llmjt a few thingz disappoinging

n i

Tipp boss Denis Kelly
wasgn't disconsolate at ihe
final whistle, even though his
team hal suffered their first
revorse under his steward-
ship. "A humdinger. ‘twas
brillimmt, that's the games you

TWENTY-FOUR West Cork Sparts Stars of the Year have beer

want,” said Kelly, “We knew
wi'd be tested and Cork are
flying. We gave it everything
wi had, we were out on our
foeet there at the finish bud
wie're learning lotg thero. It
was just a puck of the hall
cither way. Mayvbe a couple of
decizians didn't go our way
todiy, they might the next day
bt that's the way camogie

FOAES,

“Youn can do-all the training
you like but that's close to
champlonahip (intensity) and
vou're still only in early
March so we're happy wl:h
that. We need more polnts on
e board if wa're gonnda gat fo

crowned since 1998, and here is a walk down memory lane.
1998 — Gretta Cormican (Road Bowling)

1999 — Philip Clifford (Gaglic Football)

2000 — Patricla Donegan (Equestrian)

2001 — Michael Colins (GAA Referee)

2002 = Jepnifer O'Leary (Camogle) .

2003 = Eugene Coakley and Timmy Harnedy {Frowirygz)
2004 = Johnry McCartty [Pamlymplan)

2005 — Eugena Coakley and Timmy Harmedy {Rowing)
2006 — Nollalg Okeary (Lackes’ Footba)

2007 — Alar O'Shea [Athletics)
2008 = David Murphy (Road

2009 — Kedth Cronin (Motarsport)

2010 — Graham Canty (Gaelic Footbal)
201 — Stephen Redmand (Distance Swimming)

2012 = Ruthanr Sheabian (Utra Marathon)

2013 — Laura Guest (Rugby)

COLLISION COURSE: Tipperary's Réisin Howard comes up against Ficna Keating of Cork during a tense moment in the Division 1A match at The

a leagme final. We've a bit of a
break mow so we'll go back, re.
group and get ready for Clare
the following weelend.”

Mext up for Cork s a trip o
UPMC Mowlan Park to take on
Hilkenny, who chisellad owt a
=17 t00-11 victory over Dublin
at Parnell Park on Saturday,

That was a (irst success of
this campaign for Brian Dowl-
ing's erew, who had struggled
o get away from the Dubs dos
in no amiall part to Afsling
Maher's tremendous shoot-
ng.

Gerry MceQuaid's charges
are still without a paint bud
have improved with every out-
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ing. Late points from Asha
hicHardy and Denise Gaule
eased the visitors elear,

The Cork-Kilkenny en-
counter will have an 11.30am
throw-in as it is part of a
double-header with a burling
league tie,

“Hrian Dow iz after af-
fering us to come in for break-
fast ot his house in the morn-
ing of the game,™ jeked Two-
mey. “He's a good guy.

“It's exactly what you want
now. We'ré going up to Now-
lan Park, they'll have a ceowd
for their hurling match after-
wards. They're going o give it
i us, They might be wounded

wo 1FL

2014 = Mennifier OLeary (Camogie)
2015 — Lity deta Cour (Fickbaxing)
2616 = Gary and Paul 0 Doncvan (Rawing) ;
O Donovan and Shane O Driscoll (Rowing) .
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trien 28 Disy 20 Mnain 2-13
18, 1-11 Carvan 1.2, Oy 28 Gaf-
iy 148 13, B HE-

A2 M 23, Wogkdoe 0

Agionsrnon 518, Louth 0-5 Cadow 2-
17; D 38, (il (-3 Aririm 4- 15, Claro
CHIF Limmerigk 73,

{after losing a few games) but
we're & small bit woennded
after last year as well!

Carrie Dolan followed up
her fen-point tour de forcs last
vintkend with seven points as
champions Galway heat
neighbours Clare by 1-14 to
13 at Kilbeacaniy. Shannon
Corcoran's goal was signifi-
cant too as Cathal Murray's
crew led by 1-8'to 04 at half-
time,

Lorna McMamara's acen-
racy from frees reduced the
deficit as Clare produced a
strong second-hall showing
but they had left themselves
a0 e o b



Faul Keana

Camogie great Gemma O'Con.

nor 2avs 8 ‘maszive discon.
nect” still exizta betweon the
game's administrators and
the actual players, pointing to
the current AL-Stars debacles
% 1 prime example,

Mine-time All-Treland
winner O'Connor sald she iz ot
@ loss to explain how author
ities thowghit i1 was o gond idea
to pencil in an All-Stars tour
for this May, just days oul
from the start of the Cham-
nirmship.

Cork’s Ashling Thompsoen
hias stated that ‘there k5 abeo-
lutely no way” the county’s
ilnloegation of All-Stars will be
going on the trip “while all of
our teammates are hreaking
thetr backs in tralning™;

Thompson's former Cork
team-mate O°Connor de-
=cribed it asa “bad eall from
the Camogie Azsociation’s
point of view"™ and said she
l=n't sure “what they are galng
to oo to rectify i,

Speaking at the lannch of
jthe Electrie Ircland All-Ire-
land minor camogie cham-
yplonships, O'Connor said the
broader issue 1= that the Ca-
mogie Association is out of
sync with its plavers.

“We met with the Camogie
Associntion about folr years
ago," sajd O'Connor, who
called time on a glittering
Cork career in 2021, *That was
ond: of the main poini= that we
brought ap, that there iz a
massive disconnect between
the people In the Cameogie As
sociation at the top level and
actupl boots on the ground,
the peaple that play it. the

& Al grassroots level, the
people that are actually in-

yolved.
iy ek af &

“*There's
dizconnect. They re sitting

Cork manager Matthew Twomey after the game
and Orlaith Cakalane,

Cork building nicely but
still plenty of work to do

between ch

Cork

Camogie legend and 10-time All-Star, Gemma 0"Connor, at the launch of this year's Electric Ineland Ca-

& All-ireland Minor Championships. This year, for the first time, Ebectric Ireland will be extending their
mliiﬂ-:mjw campalgn to the Electric Ireland Camogie All-Ireland Minor Championships. Follaw
@plectricireland on sacisl for wpdates throughowt the (hampionships. Pichare: Ryan By

gt L i
0T L (7Y PP,
but not actually how it works
ﬁ]_h:.rslcally on the ground,

here has (o be more taken
into consideration with reé-
gards to plavers, and that's
the bottom Lne,™

On the All-5tars zaga.
O'Connor agreed that it

amaunted to the Ca & As-
seciation shooting i in the
fiznf. “Youn woilkd not seea sein-

jor hurler or a senior foat-

balier belng put into this posi-
tion with thelr respective
countles,” continoed the 11-
time All-Star. “I don't know
how they have managed £o
come up with this idea and
think it 1% good.

“1t i= really bad for the
fams, bt is really bad from the
pemagement point of view, in
terms of how the Camogie As-
spciation i3 arganising the
whaole Camogle champion-
ghip. It looks really poor, to be

with Amy 0'Connor
Picture: INPHO/ Ben Brady

TTS 50 fur 20 good for the Cork
senlor camoghe team s they
made it three wins out of the
+hre;tnnd1l:he Vary League last
Wi

Having had good wins ower
D e agerary
to the Ragg 1n
uia-adm!htmgaiumhca
tough challenge and the toug-
hest of the thres games so far.,

That it turned cut tobe with
ligtle or nothing betwesn the
sides all

But o goal firom the Impees:
sive Orlaith Cabalane put
Cork in a good position as they

b oy 1-8 1o 0-7 st half tme.
But back came Tipp as ex-
pected and a Grace O'Brien

B i baek on ovel s

CAMOGIE
® Rory Noonan

the meoat positive part was that
W AT ﬂ: with the win and
that's the most important

ihing really.

“Like all shdes, we are build-
ing townards the champlonship
and we were trying out a few
things today. like the other

o,

% are fine-tuning parts of
oair pay, some didn't come off
today and that hm;t;. Lo
dentify arens wen

at and work on abead of o0r
final league games and then
thi champlonship

honest, and 1 know Cork have
made a declslon to say that
they ard going to step away
fram it in protest. Yoo could
not expect any group of
payers to go away for a week
and not be with their teams 5o
close to the Champlonship.
Former Prestdent of Irekand
nmary MeAleese is currently
heading wp a steering group
on e planned ind thon of
thie GAA, LOFA, amd Camogie
Association, Dutlining her vi-

But ate points far the He-
bals &aw lhap; aver the line (o
win by 1-14 1o 1-12 and con-
tinue thelr winning rin.

Whilst thiey are not guaran:
teed 2 spot in the league final
thn%';:u.n afford to lose one of
thelr remaining (wo games

Kilkenny and Galway
asil would still reach it

Whilst the win wos Ehe miost
impartant thing, it was b=
vious from the players’ resc-
theni nl’lErws:ﬂhlh-l:}' Wore l'auls'
firam happy SOMEE ASPET
af their play and capiain Amy
O'Connor was na ex

It*s early in the season bit
these players have set high
grandards for themselves ancd
would krow that at times they
dide’t peach them against Tip-

pt?!‘ﬁmrﬂ. Amy eluded 1o
that and said that they would
Ik back at the game and bl
a lod to learn from it

=1t was never golng to be
easy coming up here and we
knew that and 1 supposoe we
idemtified :reu of our gama
that wo can W L

“Ti was a tiat for s el

O'Connor: ‘Massive disconnect’
iefs and players

'I'm all about inclusivity, but
how will it be implemented?

Paul Keane

Gamma O'Connor says sha's
all aboul 'incrugﬂ "in the
Camegi Asancin i L
gure how tho Ssue of rans-
gender athlétes wishing 1o play
tha AT should bo legisbated

far,

The LGFA has confirmad &
flne p-niﬁl" alieadng far trans-
gendar woman and girts o play
ladies football, subject to
various critoria boing fullilled.

O'Conmor saya that sha ls
*dalinibely in favour of Inchusiv-
ity® for tha transgender Com-
rmwrifty Bt i fully sure how
the Camogie Association
should go about cabaring for
this cohon ol players.

aleout 1," canseded O Connes,
“I'm &l lar equality and all Tar
making poophe feal inclusiv
but | supposs you hova 1o real
g8 o0 the implicabicns of @, m
terms of physialagically and
sl ke that,” sald 1 1-ime Ca-

sion lage month, McAleose
sabll that the committe: is "ap
and running™ and that thoy
have already “started a com.
prehensive and thorough lis-
teaLing process”,

Full bitegration won't guae-
antoe that sswes like the All-
Atars headache wouldn't
occur again bot b should re-
duce the likelihood of such
ambarrassing episodes hap-

. “1 think thare seems to
ﬁ a bit of lip service pald to-
wards it," sald 0'Cannar of -
tegration, “11°s been said and

e s e
nice £ eE Tt 4
wsrl.grbﬁdu-mﬁlh Dt and
then Clare and now Tipp and
tlsen heve Peo more fo
agninst Galway and Kilkenny
iy the coming weeks,

=W will have to walt and
e if what we have done sa far
will got up fo the leaguee final
bt we won't be thinking
abont 1iat We need to b look-
ing at the two remaining
Eamyis and emswns we Improve
our play and put in good pes-
formances i both of them,

“aa 1 said today wis a real
test for ks and weare fin
with probably the two best
bmjr; in the wmum:ﬁ
gt few years
two more massive challenges,

=1 thought defensively W
played well today and it was
prn{ahly a day for defences
with it being a tight piteh and
Laura (Tracey) led the ling
and it was brilliant that she
got the Player of the Game,

S0 with two gamos b go
Cork nre bullding nicaly but
they would be the first to say
there is stll plenty of work to
gy ndvead of the championship.

magie All-Siar O'Connor,

*1z it safo for peopieT Yes and
no, Maybe a proceas neads 1o
bo in place of who axactly is
oing 1o be playing this. Again,
| don't think il"s a3 biack and
while as what people maka it
ol fo b

“I'm definitaly in tawcur of
inciusivity In the transgander
commaunity. but how that is
going te be implamantad, 1
ol knoes, As | said, | wouldn'l
haree gnough nfoamation] on
it, But I'm delinitaly ferward
thinking in that recand, yeah.”

Undar the LGFA'E new pol-

iy, players under 16 will be
requinad to praiche canlinma-
ton fram a GP that ‘the appli=
carl hing nsitonedis franai-
waning from mals bo female and
ietends to lhve thair Ble s o e
mala’,
Cnrar 162 will requira the
SAME esdcal Hcry o &
Gendor Aespognimon Caonilicats,
alamg with fecoads of thedr bes-
toaterone evals.

it"s been mentioned it theee
sppms to be no real action or
progression on it Comogie
badly noeds it, the players
Bidly meed it and it's somie-
thing that I'm in fuvout of.

*1 think tha Camogio As-
sociation ktsell can't swrvivio
by itsoll and I think players
feel the effects of that, Yoo
need the biggest, strongesi
governing body bebind it and
that's the GAA, that™s a fact.

“Womaen in sport need an
oxiva bit of help, that®s jusi a
fael of 1ife 9o why nod takoe 07




Ti PPERARY 1-12
CORK 1-14
BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

TABLE-TOPPERS Cork
coptinue to lead the way at
the summit of Very Camogic
League Division 1A, but Re-
bels boss Matthew Twomey
wasn't over the moon with
their overall performance.

Cork ground out a two-
point victory over Tipperary
in the top-of-the-table tie at
The Ragg on Saturday, and the
trivmph moves Twomey's side
closer 1o a place in the final
withia 100 percent record with
i rouinels remaining.

Last year's runisers-up were
on the back foot early onas the
hosts Mew out of the traps and
established an early two-point
lead thanks to three poines
fram play by the ootstanding
Grace O'Brien. Tipp led 0-4
o 0-2, with Eimear McGrath
adding another. Amy O'Con-
iwor and Chloe Sigerson (free)
hit back for the Rebels.

The contest shifted in the
Rebels” favour when Orlaith
Cahalane produced a mes-
merising solo Fun (o et
bevond the Tipp de-
fence belore rifling
low into the bottom
lefy eorner of the
net, Cork pushed
on from there.
with Connor
and Fionm Keating
both working the
seapchoard as Cork
maoved 1-8 to 0-7
ahead at the break.

¥ Brien continued to
lead the line brilliantly up
front for Tipperary and

she fired in a quickfire 1-1 at
the beginning of the final pe-
riod 1o leave the sides dead-
locked, Raisin Howard finding
adeft pass to pick out O'Brien.

These two sides, both un-
beaten before today, were level
at 1-8, 1-9 and 1-10 apicce bi-
fore Cork strack two in i row
with Emma Murphy grabhing
the pick of the pair. Despite
their best efforts, Tipp were
unable 1o regain parity with
Keating grabbing the final
score of the game in the 6Tth
minute to seal acrucial =14 1o
1-12 win for Cork.

*If wer were todd this morning,
thar we'd be coming out with
two points we'd have taken it
Twomey sakd.

“When you come up here
yvou're going to get tested
amnd when vou get tested you
s fow cracks and we saw
a few eracks now that

-

Cork'sLaura
Treacyis
presemted
with her

of theMatch
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we'Te Zoing to hive 10 9o away
and work on. We're happy
enough to get the win but
there’s a but’ there”

Twomisy added: "We wanbed-
to speed up everything. That's
the way we should be playing
but we just didn't bring it to-
day. It's puzzling why. But we
don't expect everything to be
perfect an this time of year,
We have to realise it's only the
start of March buta few things
are disappointing in it.

The Cork boss was delight-
ed by the contribution off his
bench and feels that there is
strong competition for start-
ing berths.

‘Emma Murphy ¢ame on
and got a great point and Ac-
ife Healy s after a very strofg
campaign with UCC in Ash-
bourne. She's unlucky, she's
tied up (as a dual plaver) and
she had a football match with
UCC as well during the week
and we didn’t want to start her
but when she came, she did
make the defence more solid
again, he explained.

"We've the two Mackeys
(Katrina and Pamela), Orla
Cronin, if Ashling Thompson
comes back (from her cruci-
ate ligament injury), we'll see.
There's poing o be competi-
tiveness there for places and
that’s what you nited.

‘“Orlaith Cahalane was
one of our best players
today, I'd say 1-4 came
through her and she's just
oart of minor, This is what
we're looking for)

Ceoreds
GO'Brien -3:E
bACGrACh D=5 {41 R Howard, C
Maher, C Dewane, G Molcney 0-1
Cowkz & O'Connor 0-5 (21, 145}

‘TWOMEY:

THE influence of Cork centre:
btk Laura Treacy was oneaf
thee miasn reasons the Rebets
maintaned ther perfect ieague
‘TecoHT] with atwo-pol win
against Tpp.
Thie Killeagh star was refeved
i come e o bop oF a Htankc
ol
Tve never come downio The
Ragg andhad an essy game,
deciared player-of-the-match
Treacy. They ginve absolutely
ok e and
Bewise with our girls. and it
endedupbeing anabsolde
battie sowe're thriled o come
et withthewin
‘They droppeda player back
wvibchalowend e 10 20 e and
everybody sse then armundme
rrarking. | erfoy that ik, You
can realty play off the culf a it
bit and Lok & few chances in
that role as well Hiound mysel
ingoodpositions and onalotof
ball | gt and st chd iy best
o brarsithon the oal as well as |
SOl R et LD bo bhee ok e shoke:
of the fisld'

JOB
DONE,

."H‘E'mma\ogm

get the winbut there'sa
'hut there'—Matthew
Twomey, Cork manager

Cork's mmmmmm l:htlﬁhlah;! of Tipperary.

' THE HIGHLIGHTS

ﬂl::ll'la.l-ﬂru!"l-ﬂ'. 5micCartan0-2

(1} F Keating. C Hoaly 0-2 each

€ Sigerson (I}, 5 McCarthy, E

Wurphy O-1each. . OUR STAR: Covk centre- back Laura Treacy exceled in a froe e, and she
Tipperary: C Bourke; | Bourke, h‘ﬂlﬂ-@hﬂﬂhﬂﬂamﬂhﬂaﬂmmp{wﬁsﬂmm

C Quirke, E Loughmart K Blair,

pitch,
K Kennedy, C Maher; T Ryan, C ETAR MOMENT: Has it be Drisith Cahatanc's Solo goalin the T mimibe

+ i Howard, M Eviston, a she produced the Fnish (o makch, fifling low into the bt tom left cormer
C Mabier; G OBrien, E McGrath, C of tha net
Ryan Subs: C Devane for T Fyan TALKING POINT: This was just the tough test Cock needed after big wins
{ht ). E Heffernan for CHenmessy against Dukiin and Clane.
(it b M Bourke for € Mates (57, WHAT'S NEXT? Tuble-toppers Cork 1ake on Kilenmny swery on March 130
gL, A Fahie for E MeGrath (610G i Mrevlasn Park, another toughitest,
Mokany for G 0'Brien (§2).
Corbiz A L bl M pliny, L
Eocr il DIVISION 1A ___
L Treacy, L HayesHLooney, 5
; P w =il F A =0 Ps
w'mmtmsanumnmy
Healy: A OConnioe, O , 3 3 e SE 3B il e
McCartan. Pl caivg - TR < LT
Subs: A Healy for HLooney (40, E Kienrry g 1 g g &4 ;; - athy o
Chare 1 -
Purphry for C Sigerson (48], 2 . 2 : g o

Referee: | Dermody {Westmeath),
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sy ciiba i ihe pamel
» Mary Newman mummmm
SUNDAY- procass undarinken o
T Elm‘-:n:.m mﬁmmmm
Champlonship: oLnty,
MHD;M Dubdn recently contested tha
THE apening round of the Minar ok
Al-bredand Camogie Champion- e Thery loal oul DUt only altar
o has Cork a fierce batthe that want dowen bo
ﬁﬁ#ﬁ; e riodd 1o Dub- i wird wilh Kiloanery Elod-
e a| ththﬂ'ntmm mnmnnmwmﬁﬂwm
muﬁkﬂmnh s Coek can axpact a toigh biest rom
I wihiad i o focused Dubln side bl Jeery
nnmgiuawmmut Wallaca wil ro doaubt have his
i Six counties Cork, chargpes ready for tha ightshead
ey, Gabeay, Dublin, \Water- CORK MINOR FAHEL: Ja
tard and Tipperary will play sach (NN, Mlasdnih 2 Burca G
others in one p with the 1op . im0
foue tearns 1o the semi- (Ohopscasr., Aachel fecks G-
finala. Lasn), A

Cearks haven baen 1o the forafront in
recant year &t Minor lewel, they

took the tithe Tor the Srst tima in - Miarmh achiabota (Glotgiha, Bion
2018 and mada | back to back i i v i e = ngh O Sraughnessy ,
ﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂihﬂ?ﬂlﬂ_.'lhal.l.mﬂ LT ; ek £ L b L Ty ) . t lﬁwmm?ﬂ
champlonship in 2020 due 1o | i e S
o i Tl Crak oot Cark players celebrate after their Tesco All-breland Camegie Mings A Champbonthip Final win in Thisrles last March.  Pleowe: INPROTemey Grealy Emwm

v losing e el 1o Kikwery OMEHANan, Pyaoa Powet  Buro, masr Duicren, Mils = fust o players fiom bt inal oy chﬁ;nigﬁamwt"mn:
& MW, 1o i B M- SBmi .
in 2021 they bounced back last  Lucy Wallace, Paul Grifin and Condon, and Ciara Moersan and nﬂq.haﬂmmmrﬁ:w mwmwdm PSRty Bt Khapty il
yiuur 80 negmin the crown supes  John Daby and they have been thery will call on th Foeparty the Sole SLNMVOCE, hees Db &1 undar i By [Garysetc), Amy O tivan
Eachion debeating Calway, busy in recent weeks prapaning  gained last seaston as Comkbld o Thera & A new manaper &l the , Fimsar and seniof leval and gy Wialica), Laura
it's all io play for now again, Jeery  Their retadn thea title, Thaadm with Hannady tak- and her manapEmaent tpam  Dundea {Barsbalce), Amy O Riosdan (s
Willsog rermaing ol the halm and Ter of kast year wining panef are. Cork overcame Dublin inrsund g o bhs roks thir Jeshin Pl el i il BTt iy il mmmmm
e s | Mike Boland, Cris-  still availabla armangst hem Jil hvnﬂhﬂm‘s::umpm O’ Conned who iDublnio  skie as'was sean in thair Leingter mc““‘m'w-mmmﬂ
e . Mossie O Sullivan, Connaughicn, Masdhbh de and it a now Dubilin souad within a point of Cork in the 2021 championabip campalgn. :

Linda
Mellerick

CORK sit on top of Division 1A of

the Very Camogie League after
their third-round victory over

Tipperary last Saturday.

A tough, physical encounter was
just what the doector ordersd. The
tight pitch in The Ragg soits Ti
Thelr work rate and strength w
was improssive is eatier fo enforce in
stich surroundings.

I wonder the game have had
a similar ontoomea of 1-14 to 1-12 if the
game had been in Semple Stadinm,
Mavbe Cork's speed s ld have Been
better utilieed and mayhe Tipp world
have been betier able to express
themselves too, Who knows.

This sweeper sysiem that every
team operates when up against
Cork’s experienced defence always
haffles me. Thers wasn't a pufl of
wind in The Ragg so why not go 15 on
15 and see hnﬁ the first quarter
played put before oparating that sys-
tem from the throw-la. IFa team. is
pulling back a forward, then they
must ensure they bypass the de-
fender they have beft belind.

To lemve Piaver of the Match Laum
Treaey free, who can remd o game so
wall, dossn’t make sense to me, par-
Heulardy in such a tght pitch at this
the of the year where the ground is
heavy. Laura comfortably covared
right to left 1o plek ap breaking ball.
Tipp put four goals past Galway o
fortnight ago. I wonder did they oper-
ate g sweeper that day.

There 5 a two-week break after
thiee games in a row and next up for

Tipperary's Canimbie Maher tackies Laura Tracey of Cork.

efther, losing to Tipg In round e by
three goals before bouncing hack

Donmohue, Orlaith MoGrath and Re-
becer Hennolly side-lined. For

e Ben BradyiInpha

to garth by Cork after claiming Kil-
kenny“s scalp. Thedr 1-14 to 17 dbp-

Lork’s Meabh

i1 Murphy celebrates
Ber team scoring a
paint against Tipp.

Prcttine: fen Brady

Ul Chaolmh. May 6 will see the
winners of Cork and Waterford play

Park  with that win over Kilkenny and rath, [1"s a second tme, for Hen- feat by Galway shows they afe befing  Tipperary ahead of the Munster
ﬁ“&ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂnﬁ“ﬁﬂ“ﬁgﬂmm then Clars lnst wesheml. nelky & third. consistently competitive, the Cork  hurling champlonship game in alsc
since knst year's All-Treland final. They have an even bigger concern Ellkenny won last vear's All-Ire.  game asille. Similar to last year, s the Paire. The Munster camogle

. Nedout a0-1700-11  at the minute with 2022 Player of the  land without the Doyle sisters. Kel- mre gave somd strong league par-  final will be o corialn rajser io the

victory over Dublin at Parnell Park
an Saturday, That was a first success

Year Miriam Walsh waiting the re-
gulis of a scan on a suspected oro-

lyann was another to go down a thisd
time with the cruckate, Aoife being

formances, but will it all eome crash-
ing diown come champlons hip?

hurling champlonship gnme betweer
“'m:-r&nl. and Clane in Semple Sta

Dewling' i : falled not long affer. And on and on it The Munster camogle chaomplion-  dium on May 13

f};a!swu gﬁtwm 2ot E,.%; mar[-tﬂ"iﬁ,ﬂau curse has reached  goes. Studies are being carried out  ship will be run off on a round-robin Sunday, May 21 at Cusack Park
froum the Dubs. apidemic proportions in camogle and  and there is information linking the  basis for the first time. There will be  will host the Munster Intermediats

Kilkenny's start to the season has  in women's team sports generally.  1ssue with physialogy: different pel sl double hexders during the GAA?  Camogie final betwesn Clara of
baen poor, A shock opening defeat to Tipp's Sarah Devane and Erena Fry-  vic width, the smaller size of Camogle/LGFA Munster nbn;ivulw. Kerry and Cork ahead of the Clare
Clare followed by a four-point defeat  day (pwhes) both went theough it, Our - women's ACLs, core strangth and . Five | cumoghe, ams in football Cork hurling game. g i
to Galway In Mowlan Park before  own Ashling Thompson, Katie O°'Ma-  possibly even menstral cycles. We On April 30, Cork and Waterford The !'«'Ill-miﬂ‘_:' -:hamﬁ:mhlil
taking the paints against Dublin. hony and Olivia MeAllen are cur-  arestill learning. : will feature in the Munster camogle  to commence during the league cam

Galway 't started so brightly mﬁrnm with it. Galway have Ciara  Chare were brought erashing back  and hurling champlonships in Pilre  paign.



Cork minor camogie team begin
defence of All-Ireland title with big
win

Dublin were no much for the focused Rebels on
Sunday afternoon

Kate Fennessy hit 0-5 against Dublin in the Cork minors’ chamninnshin

Cork 3-21 Dublin 0-8

HOLDERS Cork opened the defence of their Electric Ireland
Minor A Championship in strong fashion as they confidently
avercame the challenge posed by Dublin.

Cork were well prepared and with a lot of experience in the
side from last season, they set about laying the foundations
for victory from the throw-in.

Such was their dominance they led 3-13 to 0-4 at the
interval.

Through the second half, Cork continued to hold the upper
hand in all sectors.

Their defence dealt with anything Dublin threw at them but
they were seldom troubled as their midfield and attack were
hugely dominant.

Cork hit for an early goal Ciara Morrison finishing to the net
to extend the Cork lead after Bronagh O'Shaughnessy had
given them an early lead with the game's opening two
points.

Amy Sheppard struck for the Rebels' second goal after eight
minutes and as Dublin struggled to match the intensity of
Cork they fell further behind as the visitors picked off points
with ease.

Niamh McNabola, Amy McCarthy and Ellen Crowley all got
on the score sheet as the lead was extended, Dublin got on
the scoreboard 15 minutes in Zara Thorne pointing from
play.

Cork kept the pressure on and an Ellen Crowley goal after 16
minutes put them 18 points clear,
Kerri Austin had three Dublin points as they battled to make
some headway but before the break, Kate Fennessy and
Ciara Morrison had Cork points to lead them seventeen
points ahead at the interval.

Cork continued to dominate all through the second half and

were content to keep the scoreboard ticking over as they
picked off points.

Dublin battled hard but were unable to match a polished
Cork side who emptied their bench as the second half
progressed to its ultimate conclusion.

Scorers for Cork: E O'Donoghue 0-6 (0-3 f, 0-1 45), K
Fennessy 0-5, C Morrison 1-2, B O'Shaughnessy 0-4 (0-2 ), A
Sheppard, E Crowley 1-1 each, A McCarthy, N McNabola 0-1
each.

CORK: | Connaughton; M De Burca, C O'Donoghue, R Roche;
S Hurley, A Fitzgerald. E Duignan; A McCarthy, M Condon; N
McNabola, B O'Shaughnessy, K Fennessy; E Crowley, C
Maorrison, A Sheppard.

Subs: L O’ Connell for A Sheppard (inj 30), E O'Donoghue for
B 0'Shaughnessy (h-t), G Finn for E Crowley (36), E Sheehan

for C O' Donoghue (36), S Murphy for N McNabola (50), A
O'Riordan for M Condon (50), A O'Sullivan for A Fitzgerald
(52), L Dunlea for E Duignan (52).

DUBLIN: M Farrell; M Hughes, S Cherry, A Byrne; C Tierney, 5
Power, N Cotter: Z Thorne, E Keogh; A Thornton, H Reynalds,
M Clohessy; A Stokes, E Fogarty, A Carey.
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Awards honour best in the west
and remember the great Paudie

Success of local sportspeople
lauded at landmark 25th

West Cork Sports Star Awards

EY MARTIN WALSH

THE 25th annual Celtic Ross
Horvel Wiest Cork Sporis Star
Awards gala banquet was al-
witys going 1o be different,

Bt because of the obwvious
and its celebration of sporting
excellence and inspiration but
of the contribution of one of
the awards key figures, the ke
Paudie Palmer. Since 1958 he
has charted the sporting prow-
cis of so many of our gifted
young athletes from West Cork
with an infectious enthusiasm
and a great admiration of their
talenrg, On the night, cvery
speaker referenced Paudic’s
pood humour, devilment, and
his love of the awards, Every-
where he went he was a magnet
af popalarity, his umtimely pass-
ing has robbed a community
of a truly great eharacter and
fricnd to everyone.

The awards have gone (rom
strength to strength and de-
gpate world, Evropean and na-
tional swecess, they are most
cherished by their reciplents as
recaognition from within their
o community and iis people.

Littra-successiil powers Skib-
Bereens Paol O'Donovan and
Fiming MeCarthy, World and
Earopean champions List year,
became the first winners to
claim back-1o-back ritles when
special giest and Kilkenmy hurl-
ing legend Brian Cody declared

the duo az the 2032 winners,

Just after 11.30pm on Satur-
day might Cody took tothe stage
todeliver an impromptu speech
that cowld have applied to any
walk of life and not specifically
abour sport.

Afver acknovwledging the see-
nie beanty of West Cork, Cody
spokeabout the longevity of the
awards and commended Jerry
Whiecherley of the Celtie Ross
hHotel and everyone nvalved.

“This is a fantastic eccasion
and shows how st Wst Cork:
is, and see the diversity of the
sports that are being honowred
tonight, he sand.

Cody urged the sports sfars
o "Remember the peogle that
gave you the opporiunity from
the very start to play, enjay and
love wour sport, These are the
viplunteers and should never be
forgotten, they deserve great
credit.”

In a wide-rangens addres the
Kilkenny legend reveabed that
while strength and condition-
ing matiers, he fears peoples
lave of their sport is geing Lo
bec DL,

“Tr s the sleill ol all the var-
ions sports because of science
sparts, | warry abour thar,” he
addrmitted.

Cody had words of wisdom
for beam sports.

The kéy 1o Sueoess in Deam
sports is to have a terrific spirit
within your team, & great bond,

Mﬁﬁﬁﬁw‘smﬁlm Condell, 2022 West Cork
Ross Hotel), Brian Cody (spedial guest), Helen Wiycherley (Celtic Ross

togctherness, desire with every-
one moving forward together:
when vou have that you have
Just about everything. A savage
spirit that cannot be broken,”
he stressed.

Speaking on the importance
of humility and newer ger-
ting carried away with one's
achievements, Cody referenced
Paul O Domovan as & prime ex-
ample.

"He brushes it (success) off
and gets on with it he said,

Cogly also urged sportspeo-
ple, ‘Be the best you ean be, but
niever consider that you arc the
best woucan be, Stay hungry for
success and always ook for that
hit mare, The omly constant s
everything is change. Banish
epo. Ego kills spirit.

Before revealing the 2022
award winners hie commented

about defea.

'If your start making cxcuses,
YL L-.'-un'l el the suecess you
(1

Earlier in the evening both
Gemroid and Helen Wycherley
of the Celtic Ross Hotel spoke
about the remendous success
of the awards and the viston of
all inveldved. Former editor of
The Sontheern Star Con Dawn-
ing chironiched the history ol the
awards since their inception in
1998 before he was presented
with an award to honour his
contribation, Official photogra-
pher Gearge bMaguline, who ne-
tired from the role after this
year's celebrations, was also
hicsnagured.

Popular Celtic Hoss Hotel
manager Meil Grant also ad-
dressed the gathering during
tlee Bamquer as did C103 pre-

senteriproducer JP MceNamara.

At the outset, sports editor
af The Southern Sror Kieran
MeCarthy inteodueed all the
monthly winners, some of
whom were represented by a
Tamily member,

The renomed West Cork
Sports Star Pandie Palmer
Youth award was presented to
Millie Comdon, the Ballinascar-
thy teenager who won three
All-Treland wtles lasy year.

At various intervals during
the evening. Kieran MoCarthy
annmounced the Skibbereen
Bughy Club as the 2032 West
Cork Sports Star Team of the
Year. “Three trophics for s team
that is putting women's raghy
on the map and in Skibbereen
and West Cork. They are also
building decp foundations far
FELCE DO COMe, & Zreat sUocess

Star Team of the Year, with Mefl Grant (Celtic
and Kleran McCarthy (The Southemn Star),

story, on and off the ficld, he
said. Imher acoeptance speech,
team captain Averyl Condell
encouraged (somewhat tongue
in cheek) the Casthehaven GAA
ladies peam, whmc«:f{wdaspu}
cial :u:luu-u.wnml arwand, to join
the club!

The presentation of the Hall
ol Fame Award saw the first
ever averall winner of Celtic
Ross Hotel West Cork Sports
Star Award, Greoa Cormican.,
become the [atest induciee.
Akin to her deseription of that
maiden honour, she said “An-
other Oscar

Cobette Palmer and her ex-
tended Family were the very
special guests ni the banguet.
It was a special nght that hon-
oured 20 many cxceptional pee-
ple and remembercd ofe very
apecial niam,



Millie proud to wm Paudie Palmer Youth Award

BY GER McCARTHY

BECOMING the first-cver West
Cork Sponts Star Paundie Palm-
er Youth Award winner made
the accolade even more special
for Millie Condon at the Celtic
Ross Hotel on Saturday night.

2022 was an amazing year
for the rising Cork LGFA and
camogie dual star,

Comndon claimed an All-Ire-
land schools’ senior C football
title with Sacred Heart Clo-
nakilty. The Ballinascarthy
camogie player and Clonakilty
foothaller won Munster and
All-Ireland minor medals as
part of the Cork LGFA and
camde panels.

Finishing the year as Mun-
ster LGFA Young Player of the
Year put the seal ona remarka-
bie 12 monthe before the West
Cark Sports Star Paudie Palm-
er Youth Award was added to
Condon’s growing collection.

"It is a really big deal for me
to be i the same room as Liblby

zuz:cdu:nussuutdw-utmswﬂ
grmmmﬂ-a hﬂyaﬂspeddguﬁtml:ndr

guest Brian Cody.

Coppinger and Saoirse McCar-
thy [at tonight's awards),” the
rising Cork dual star told The
Southern Star,

2022 West Cork Sports Star Paudie Palmer Youth Award winner Mille

‘Paul O'Donovan is here as
well so I'm rubbing shoulders
with some serious Sports S1ars.
Women in sport are getting

Condon with spedial
(Photo: Geonge Magure)

better all the time thanks to the

work of The Sowrhern Star and

also the e Paodie Palmer”
The late C103 broadcaster
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and commentator would cer-
tainly have approved of the first
winner of his retitled Youth
Sports Star Award.

These are busy times for Con-
don, The 17-vear-old arrived for
Saturday evening’s West Cork
Sports Star Awards ceremany
at the Celtic Ross Hotel hav-
ing helped Cork defeat Water-
ford 3-14 to 1-4 in the Munster
LGFA minor championship
earfier that afternoon.

Having received her award
from guest of honour Brian
Cody and chatted with the leg-
endary former Kilkensy senior
hurling manager, Condon had
to beave the awards ceremony
early. That's because she had
o be up carly on Sunday morn-
ing 1o travel 1o Dublin with the
Cork minor camogie panel.
There, the Rebels overcame
Dublin 3-21 to 0-8 and got the
defence of their Electric Ire-
land All-Iretand Minor A Cameo-
git championship title off to the
best possible start,

mummmmnmm Millie Condonwith
her parents Jack Condon and Clare Collins, and

“The fact that this award is
named after Paudie Palmer
meansalot, Condon added.

‘Paudie plaved a really big
part in promoting women in
sport. He was publicising a lot
about our school matches last
year, 50, veah, it is definirely
special to receive an award that
is named after Paudie Palmer.

Condon is entering her final
yeras a minor inboth camogie
and LGFA, Lining out for the
Ballinascartby jumiors and Clo-
nakilty sendors, later this vear,
will see the young award winner
attempl 1o make her mark at
adult level on a regular basis.

‘How do I keep it all going?
You just try to take things in
your stride and take each day
& it comes. Right now, it is ok.
I have seen other dual players
dealing with the same kind
of things at senlor level. So, |
gwess that shows that it can be
done. You just hm:m]tm
o yoursell cthar you can, she
added.



Palmer

Award winner

THE 11-time All-ireland senior hurfing win-
ning manager Brian Cody was guest of
honour at this year's West Cork Sports
Lﬂ:rds at tha Celtic Ross Hotel in Rosscar-

The annual C103FM, Celtic Ross Hotel, and
Southern Star awards ceremony celebrated its
I5th vear with a starstudded Hne-up headiined
by ny legend Cody,

Cody gubded Kilkenny to 11 All-Ireland senior
titles, 18 Leinster Championships and 10
Matonal League titles during a glittering 24-vear
managerial caveer.

Along with his wife, former Wexford camogte

atar Elzie Walsh, Cody was a Lar and engag-
ing special guest; he spoke at length about his ca-
reer, love of sport, west Cork in a while-rang-
ing speech

"1t s mindboggling to be hera becanse you
realise how vast an ares west Cork 15" b said,

“Seping the diversity of sports belng honoured
I just terrific. There are Olympie gald medallists
and world champlons bere tonight. I've never
had an opportunity (like this) wo sit among them
at one awards cerentony.

“Sewing all the people that reprezent where
II'IIEE. carme from here in west Cork and Iretand is
briliant. Getting to meet the & whi have
wion junior titles here ns well, are myery hit
a8 importanl That's the great thing abont Sport
and these avards, whatever sport you play:™

Coxly also muade a point of mentioning how jm-
portant it ks to acknowledpe those who help fu-
tiire sport stars in the early parts of their carecrs,

“B%lnwlm In sport a long tme myseld, 1

| -always balieved i ks important to remember the

Manager), Rachal Harty (Cork Intermediate Captaind, Keith
Senior Caplaind, Matthew Twomay (Coric Senior Cameogie

While %ﬁu ry heatin
TR
Division 1A champlons ﬂaf

sy ammn o dvvew e Alae Fale o

Millie is Paudie

Youth

m Ger McCarthy

a different side, s very dif-
feront. We've won a fow now
amd w haven't mamaged 6 do

br aha remsmsd ronnm mennllna mn

people who glve you your opportunities.

*When you are al f young agpe, these are the
voelunieers, all over the country, parents. teach-
ers, nelghbours, club members, whe give you

that opportunity, These ey credll for
wh.linm do and sh t ﬂ:{w;imn. e

“I aften hear people saying t ve up their
time fo do things (on of others) In sport.

They don't ghve up their time. They do it becarise
they love doing it, They share thelr e with all
theese young sportspeople,

“Imm sure all the award winmers here tonkght
remember those individuals and what they have
done for your sporting cansers.”

Cody went on to about the importance of
remaining humble, no matter how successul
o beeoome In your chosen discipline.

“Heaping your feet on the 15 massively
impartant whoen talking about any successiul

1 O A

“Humility {is impartant), never getting carried
awgl with yoursell and thinking ‘nobody can
tonch me’. To me, saving that you want to be the
et wou can be is a terrific thing.

“1 wonkd alwayvs challenge the sports people |
wis involved with to put no Hmits on what they
could achieve, Always look for that bit of im-
nrn'mmm.gl-[w can [ got bettor? How can § de-

Lﬂgmm.

“Every Hitle parcentage you can improve on,
your tactics, your skill, looking at the oppasition,
whatever it iz, all those things are se important.

= — —

Ing with all the girls that it
diefinitely there and there's no

mish np s maesbkle ann fne

Barry, Paul 0'Halloran (COO, Kearys Motor Growp), Amy
Manager). FHOTO: MICHAEL MAC SWEENEV/PROVISION

Cats must find anothe

wom wanl b be tring Lo pet
wins nt thia stnpe of the year
donbt we'll be dreiving onas o

Bl i ™

crit dtat 2= Hote

Cork dual minor dual star Millie Condon, who won the
Paudie Palmer Youth Sports Star of the Year award at
the West Cork Sports Awards,

The reality 15, the only constant in sport. in busi-
mese, and tn 1ife {5 clange. ™
m&rlmmtﬁwerﬂni also ma.rhﬂl E'.m ﬁr*.rtI wtﬁ
rk Sports Star ceremony sinoe the passin

one of the awards founders and biggest ndE:.'I:n-
cates, the late Paulie Palmer, Some of the CLKD
Eroadeatter and Exho columnist™s family were in
attendance on an evening whon Paudie was
fondly remuemibered.

The newly named Pandie Palmer Youth Sports
Ztar of the Year avwand went to Cork football nnd
chmoie star Mk Concan,

Skivbersen Women's Bughy club claimed the
Team of the Year, Castlehaven LGEA sentors won
the Speclal Achbevement awand and road bowl-
ing’s Gretia Cormican entered the West Cork
Sports Star Hall of Fame.

Skibbereen and Irish rowers. Paul OThanovin
and Fintan MeCarthy claimed a secomd consecn-
tive utu]mﬂ West Cork Sports Stars of the Yenar
AWEN

af All-Ireland champions Kil-  {tisa bigchallenge. Thetarget  the coming year. “We're having 10-minute
= - kenny by Clare the samse wee- 5 on our back now again bt That s why there was ne  patches where E.r-:'m ey
ey ik TA kend was thereal shock. Brian — we have to find another level,  overreaction to those early re-  great things and we switch off,
Eamogee Leagque Deion Dowling's erew then fell short  Last year lsn’t goingtodoany-  verses, with much of what  That's the big thing we need to
v Cork onoe more against Galway to  thing for us now. We're hujg:;:.- thary did In those outings posi-  work on and we've carnarked
leave them palnthess, moreor  with what we achieved last  tive, They hit the front atthe 17
Tomesrows UPMAC Movwlas Park, [ 3am begs oant of contentlon for overs yﬂ;_rl]ulll'ﬂ. corne and gona, three-quarter mark agninst Mext up, as af i mauih.
Freferpe: Jofs Demeedy All honours already, Last yoar you might be  both Clare and Galway but  watering double-header with
They accounted for fellow  using that hurt from the year  faded down the stretch. the hurling beague outing be-
' basement-dwellers Dubs a  before or whatever it was to *It"s early days, but no  tween HIIEnnny and Water-
= 3 i fortnight ago but there had mollvate you, whereas this  matter what Gime of the yeardt  ford ot UPMC Nowlan Park. is
ragh O Conchiir been no element of panie,  year you're coming off o high  is. anyvone that's playing an 11.30am start against table-
within the sgiiad ﬂﬂiu'ﬂl‘i.'r'- and o growml yoursell Is the  wants to win so oby Vwe  toppers Cork, rivals Phelan
There was definitely a raised  Triple All-Star Claire Phe-  biggest challenge and realise  were disappointed with the has had good and bad days
ayebrow or two among camo-  lan does accepd that the mind-  voa have todo neore than youn First two games but it was  against for the guts of a dec-
e cognoscenti whon the re-  sot is difforent when voo com-  did bnst year, Eroat mﬂam up i Dublin :
snlts of the roitnd of  mence a $Eason as champions, “Hunger would be a huge  the lnst day, Mitthew Twomiey's Rebels
the Very Camogic Leagaes “Som'‘re coming into it from thing, bt 1 know from tradn- “If was a tongh game, but  have been shooting the 1

working tovwards later in - nnd Tipporary

r _Ievel for Cork

il In pecording T st i
wvictories over Dublin, Clard,
o the prim

ankhanl tmanhas lompiies thad an

C
¥Having won cheir '3
games to date, Cork are
within touching distance
of aplace in the Divislon 1
leage fnal when tsey play
Kilkenny at the unusual
tirmss ant 11, 300m on Sunday
marning in Nowlan Park. A
win or a drve will be good

Cork got a real test
apakmst Tipperary Last tins:
ot and that will stamd
o them having casily
accoumnied for Dublin and
Chare,

It was a good all round
team performance with
Meabh Murphy, Laura
Tracey, Meabh Cahalane,
Laiira Hayes playing waell
in defence while in ok,
Aniy O'Connor and Orlaith
Cahalane lmpressed while
Ermma Murghy mode an
important contribution
whven introdused.

Kilkeniy got thelr frst
win in the kst roumnd bt
are concerned abour the
fitmess af Mirlam Walsh
and her absence serioesdy
wieakers the sidie, but they
will at home be hard 1o
bt

Cork though, are in &
good posithon and shotld
prevall.

It Divistomn 2, Cork will
have DBome advantage in
Castle Road on Satorday at
Fpam o the visit of Galway
and on the basis of thi
opening round results,
Cork look set o make it 2
from 2.

The minors got the
dedfenoe of thelr All-rekand
title off to a wining start
in DPublin last week and
shiaelil T Qs stromg [or
Waterford when the side
meet in SETL Grounds on

Sunday at Ipm.

over, sha will have hor hands
full ia keep arder on Amy
O'Connor, Sorcha McCartan,
and e,

“Just looking at their re-
sulks, they ve had a supor stard
to the vear, And no matter
what time of year it is. when
you're playing Cork, 1i's al-
ways tough. They never hring
anything elso,

=W pot 4 bl done with the
break, particularly a lot of
hurling. Before that, it was
maostly fltnoess, & lot of ran-
ning, bt we pot o good bif of
hurling, which is what we
were looklng ferwand though
1t was tough boo.

50 BTN e i gossd opprium-
kty for wis Lo gauge wihens wa
nre FII ihis point and
w'll put up a lﬂdd. porform-
nnnc.q‘hnt‘n whill we're loak-
ing for but no daiibt 11 b i

il bkl =



Kate Fennessy hit 0-5 against Dublin in the Cork minor championship

opener, Pictiares: Jim Coughlan

Cork begin minor fitle
defence by beating

Ilﬂ.' L. -;F?- s I.:- .

mmmmmmmmwm{h& ﬁnhmngiu ﬂﬁ-llin}L

hmmﬁﬂmm' ltmgﬂ}.m‘l Coleman [Cork intermediate camogie manager), Keith Barry (brain hacker and mentalist), Rachel
Dublin with ease T o B e e sty oy Soekon ik Camog oty gt
Cork 3-21 CAMODGIE
2 = » Mary Newman

HOLDERS Cork opened the
defence of thelr Electric Ire-
land Minor A Champlonship
in stropg fashion, confidently
avereaming Dublin.

Cork were prepared and
haid a lot of expertence in the
sbile froom 1ast season, and they
gof about laying the foun-
dattons for victery from the
throwe-in,

Zuch was their dominance
that they led 3-13 to 0-4 al the
interyal

Through the second half,
Cork eontinued to hold the
vppeer hnnd indll seclors.

Their defence dealt with
everything Dublin threw at it,
but thev were seldom
troubbed, as their midfield and
aftack wers hugely dominant,

Cark hit for an early goal,
Ciara Morrizon finishing (o
the net o extend the Cork
lead, after Bronagh O'Shaugh-
nessy had given them an early
lead with the game's opening
wo points,

Amy Sheppard struck for
the Rebels® second goal, after
ehght minutes, and as Dublin
strugeled to match the inten-
sity of Cork, they fell further
behind. The visitors picked off
poinks with eqse,

Minmh MeMabola, Amy

MeCarthy, and Ellen Crowley
all ot on the score shéet as the
lead was extended, Dublin got
om (e scoreboard 15 minutes
in, Eara Thorne pointing from
Play.

Cork kept the pressure on
and an Ellen Crowley goal
after 16 minutes put them 18
paoints clor,

Keorri Austin got three
oints for Dublin as they
attled to make some head-

way, but before the break.

Kate Fennessy and Clara Mor-
rizon gat peints for Cork to put
them 17 ahead at the interval

Cork continued to deminate
all through the second half
and wore conlent 1o keop the
gearaboard ticking over as
ihey picked off poinls.

Dublin battled hard, but
were unable to match a
polished Cork side, who emp-
tied their beneh as the second
half progressed to ils uhtimate
conclusion.

Searers for Cori: B O'Densghus 086
R L 01 &5y, K Fenneasy 05, C Mo
B0 12 B O'Shaughnassy 0-8 [0-2 1. A
Sheppard, E Ctawlay 11 each;, A
LisCariiry, H Mohishofa 0-1 sach

fosr Dasblin: K Acmtie 0-3 (13-2 1),
A, Thome 0-2, H Roynolds, T Brady, &
Bipkan 0-1 eackh

CORK: J Connaughion; M Do Burca, C
O Dencghee, R Rocha; B Hurksy, A
Fitrguraid, E 1A MCCanhy, M
Condon: M Metabola, B O5haugh-
Feady, K Fennasay: B Crowiey, © Woer:
son, A Shappand

Bube: L O Conrall tor A Eheppand {0y
30}, E OrDonoghue for B O Shawgh-
sy {hel). O Finn o E {35, E
@xpohan lor C O Donoghue (36}, 5
Warphy doe M Mckabola (500, A O'Rior.

nan (5.

DAIBLIN: kA Farrod; W Hoghss, 5 s
A Dyene; C Tiarsay, 5 Power, W Comer

Thama, E Koogh; A Thomban, H Foy-
;mmmmm.hwﬂ.ﬂwvm

| « G
Thaminy for € Beowna (231, G Fronch for
¥ Austin {35, A i Feain for A Stk
{4il]. A Simgion lor E Fogary (48). T
Brady for & Siokes (50}, § Dahkan for H
Fegyrchds 531

Amy Sheppard, Cork, tackles Rachel Murphy, Galway.

Division 1A:

Very National League Round 4,
Cork ¥V Kilkenny, UPMC Nowlon
Park, Kilkenny, Sunday, 11.30am

IT"5 an unuswally early throw-in this Sun-
day in the Very league round four tie be-
tween Cork and Kilkenny in NMowlan
Park.
ically the games are on Saturday
bt this is a curtain ralser to Kilkenny v
Waterford in the hurling league at 145pm.
| imagine Cork will be on the road at
Barn for the 11.30am start.
Cork taking the points against Tipper-
ary a fortnight ago was important as it's
ut them in the driving seat to reach the
nal. A victory on Sunday would seal it.
They lead the tatle on nine polnts with
Tipperary and Galway bohind on gl each,
Tipperary in second place on scoring dif-
ference by +18.
Cork are +18 ahead of Tipp too. If Cark
can beat Kilkenny in thelr home tacf (s

hard to imagine either Tipp or Galway
catching Cork even if they both win their
final two games.

The three conld finish on 12 points,
that's still a pessibility, bt scoring differ-
enoe would pat Cork through.

While Galway could rack up a large
goore against Dublin it won't be enough as
they alt on -36 behind Cork.

o can Cork effectively senl the doal thils
weekend?

TN ke & tongh one Outzide of the fonr
eruckate sidelined members of the panel,
ardl I've been omitting Clara O'Sullivan in
recent woeoks in that category, Katrina
and Pam Mackey remain sidelined.

Katrina s still struggling with her ribs
and lung area from thelr opening round.
Pam continnes to nurse a hamastring tear.

Ol Cronin won't make it back for to-
marrow while at the time of writing both
Laura Treaey and Aoife Healy would be
undergoing finess tests late in the week,

With just 20 outfield fit players at his

Cats will offer

a serious test

CAMOGIE

Cork camogie player Laura Treacy.

disposal Matthew Twomey may debve into

the intermedizte squad for back-up, who

themselves are out against Galway at
hoime toaday,

It's not been an ideal start to training
for Cork with s0 many players tied op in
third level competition {o early February
and zo many injuries, but they have
achieved maximum league points, the
next two games arguably their toughest
thowgh, Tipp aside

Twomey is relishing the challenge.

“They might be wounded (after losing a
couple of games) but we're & small bit
wotnded after last yvear as well!

“It books like a very tising game.
Very much looking fo to it

“Thiy're the gaw want, inskbe in
Wowlap Park, the stadium and the pitch it
is. That"s what you want.”

Mention of the tie brought a wide smile
from Treacy last week, who has enjoyed
and endured zome tremendous battles
with the Cats,

“Here we goagain! Wealways love play-
ing down there to be honest, It's a great
pitch, great staditim go we're really look-
ing forward o that one,” said o boping (o
be fit Treacy.

Kilkenny had a slow league stari.
Maybe their All-Treland cidebratory Jan-

ary hallday didn't help,

It was a much needid three points for
Brian Dowling's panel last weekend

agalnst Dublin l'tr!l.lnwjng.tha defeats B0
Clare and Galway on us weekends
buit with some six minutes remainieoe
there was only one score between the

gmﬁiﬂj ity the weakest side P
i AFe POSS ;
fhie LA Jeague 2o that win wasn { anythime
o boast about. i

The return of Kellyann Dnyle1-an'll
please Dowling but with Miriam Walsl
still side-lined it's bittersweet. At thi®

int Kilkenny will not contest the

they last won In 2021. : o

Championship preparation 15 whit ﬁ.u?f
all about for them now and maybe a bit -
pride facing rivals Enrﬁ thetrﬂi;*

tch 50 I"me:.'petﬁ:z: a §
“I was impressed with Mﬂwﬁ?
Jast weekend against Tipp. She has c#%-
tainly grown as a defender since last it
son. [t's griat 1o 2ee.

The more game time debutant ﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂ:
the better too. Defensie’
Caork wene very %ﬂ_ Wi need mone
midfield and up i o

In smmi areas we aren't getting the © =
turn from established players that '-":r
should be getting. Players are fading %,
of pames in Seme cases. .

Is it match fiiness at this eariy itmi‘-'*
Possibly. Cork's style is a numﬁ s
support gm0 thad b mores i
intn the sction. y

Asa:ﬂa:,:a,yuuuﬂdtnnﬂndh.tuﬁ'
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Twomey delighted with

winbut disa

ppointedto

comedegoaltoCats

It was an fmpress]

ance hy l:‘nﬂ: in rJ:uir Very
Hational Leagoe Division 14
roumd four clash ajainst Kil-
hann'_r in Mowlan Park yestor-

I?littin:g 23 points, from 10
seoTers and a siron
rate, Cork manager

¥ was happy.

Tt was B greal perforrasee.

We're happy and we still have

o lot todo.

“Oue work rate was very
good. We saw a few things in
the Tipperary game that we
wanted to work on, o bit of
twenking, and we knew that #f
i ooubd get those things right
we'd be on the right track.
Wark rate comes with that.
And the scoring from our for-
ward line was excellent.™

Cork’s tactic of pulling in
and then wide seemisd to work
wiell. Cork got a couple of
sooTs as a direct result of that
play, particularty one straight
from an Amy Lee puck-put.

“We learnt from last yvear
and to date that we have specd
and today was the first thee
Td =ay in three years that the
g was 15000 15, Thens was
mix Ewesper. We don’t go'out to
play a sweeper, other teams do
20 against us. That creatsd a
it of spaes up in the forward

lim bant wie also haed a FMI‘J:
8 ar was plave
poaitiwe p-:r[qmam:ue that's
for sure buot 1t's still only
March.” Cork emptied thidc
hench by u:ingﬁl‘he league
allowed alght

“1t was good to glve those
players a run. We called up
two from the intermedinte
panel during the week and
they god on the Meld today. We
didn’t think we'd manage that
today but we did.™

Defensively Cork onoe
mpatn showed pood teamwork

work:

u Linda Mellerick

and tenacity.
“Taura

our defence well. There's
commimication between

T - Apaln it was the Tirst
timavtgm o defence ﬂdn'l
¥ i SWEEHET S0 Laurm

*s Job {8 to go back to
the [ and her player was pul-
ling out so we have to track
back and take the centoe-for-
ward out of the game and so
wedealt with everything 1 feel
“We're disappointed with
the goal we gave away and
they could have got another
ane and if I was toplek some-
H‘IEH[; ﬂis-ﬁplﬁlnﬂns imm mn'

crepfed more goal l:']'l-ﬂhm
But that's something wa're
“Tf"i it display
a AIFOAE [eam
siond out,

“When. we moved Lanra (o
midfield it took the shackles
off and she's certainly an op-
tion there when more players
comi bick from 1n.|u1t'lr. Hoth
Sandrse MoCarthy and Laura
are both well able to Score
feomd midield which belps.™

Cork am nl:-Wthmu:h o the

'ﬂﬂ%a];it:.n wie been pnu;
e} i PrEEsine now
Tipperary and Kilkenny in
The Ragg and Mowlan Park
Bt we Peacted very well and
we're vory pleased wish thar™
On another nole, the Camo-
gl Azgociation [asned a stabe-
ment during the week that the
All-Star Tour scheduled for
i'-l::.' and ranning right up to
jfonship 1% now can-
n-n»llﬂrﬂu anothoer window
wonld not be found in a busy
calendar schedole,

Katie Power with Cork's Meaibh Cahalane and Savirse McCarthy,

both wings consing .'r[l.

Cork's Emma Hpij-ud Kilkenny's Michelle Teehan in Sunday's league game at Nowland Park.

Rebels lay
down marker

Linda
Mellerick

§

128

1-10
6-23

AN Impertanit win for Matihew Twomey's
l:-:l k an Sunday morning, securing their

'rbe Very Camogie League final,
:.?‘“‘m'ﬂh” Ve as 10 i ""#“.i"é:“zg
arpahoating, as 10 players sha
points, the key factors.
With 50 .of the starting ling-u
kin the

thxlﬂlilsgt&mu i
All-Ireland final last Angust, the Cats
were funed Lo for this league elash af

UPMC Mowland Park. The hosts were
Towever without key figures Plaver of the
Yoa Walsh and All-lIreland hera

r Miriam

Denise Gattle,

Cork were ina similar siteathon, imelud-
ing 12 starters from the final last Septem-
ber, with Katrina Mackey, Clar O'Sulli-
vnut. and Ashling Thompson marked ab-
SEnE,

It was a perfect day for hurding, aslight
wind faveuring Kilkenny in the nkng
half. Kellyann Doyle started and finkched
4 move to give the heme side thetr st
sooreof thie in the opening minute, 1t
was ng b0 s8e Bo sweeper on dis-
play. a tactic wsed by many teams that
Cork faee, Both sides operated a twao-

er full forward Hne
ork's remaining four forwards
bunchied the 40 and sprinted to the wings

for fast dodiverica. [T worksd weldl on ocea:

glon, Flona Keating's point on 11 minutes

4 prduct of such a move from Amy Lee's
puck-ont Hilkenny operybed o Do, 0,
threo forward Sorwurd

i1

division from full
Kelly Ann Dayle was prominent kn

these opening minutes foem midficld, but
Gﬂrk got 10 grips mnh her early an with

the finnks from
nny big prob-

I.I.I'B 't"I'.I.I'LTII‘.'II

Cork's wark-Toti wis once again ini-

CAMOGIE

and 11 af

Fictires; M PHEKen Sution

:mhhﬂmmmrm:ﬂmwmﬁ-;ﬁm Deely and Sophie O'Duyer.

ressive, defensively they swarmed,

locking well and forcing Kilkenny into
arrors, Up front, partleatarly on Billoen-
niy's short puck-outs, Cork applicd good
pressare and overburned a fisw,

Sophie O Dwyer, & late change to the
mnich nae, was sl up front as
Ellkeriny bed 0-3 0 0-1 after five minutes,
Hoyes made Cork's socomnd poling after a
8t run up thi right before hitting the
apot harsell to level the gamo eight min-
uides in.

O Dawver it twe elther side of Flons
Hoeating's second befare four on the
boamiee feem Cork, three Amy O"Connar
freas and & Cliona Healy point gave Cork a
liethe hesdway',

Two agaln from Katle Power and
O'Dwver before Cork findshed the lnst sic
ml.nuluﬁl.msgy Liiitin mur,{]-rl.ajl:h-ﬂar

ANGE A1 Hannah Loonay

Tw-u pﬂ-l.nls Inglile & minute by Cork
alter tho restart wors more than cancelbel
out after a humidinger of a goal from Jul-
innne Malone after she came in from the
right wing. How she got thiry hbnmnthﬂr
sirike in 15 something l}urk 5 ML
mant will vant ta address. Power ndid n

nt and suddenly just thres points
it Cark hail Teil by sewen.

A fine save by Aokle Morels from Cahal-
ane's shot was poinfed by Leoney, And
from there Cork look over. Six polnis ina
row. nine in total in Ehe final tweniy-two
minubes. Amy Lee pulled off o mognifi.
cent point-blank aave with tima almost

up.
Cork will ke happy with scoring 23

points from 10 different soorers with the

league finel spol now guiranioesd.

Searars bor Kenry: 5 O Dvwper &5 (03 1, J Malons

10, I Power 02 5 Froegermial (1), 5 & Doybe, A Frondes.

sl (T 01 ash.

Cgark; ﬁﬂ'ﬁmﬂ-ﬂ-mhtmn*tmﬁw

5 MoCanty, O Cahalane, § MeCatan, H isohey 0-2

gach, L Hayes. E Marphy and A Smih 0-1 sach,

5. i o, M Toshan, G Walsh, M Bambic;
!mnﬁﬂﬂﬁ-rhﬂ.t , K Doy, J Wisdano. M
Doly, M Epnnialy: A McHardy, K Powar J Cillord
Suba: T Frganid joe M Bambnck (28], J Cifiond lor M

%, E Mamogun oa KA Doylo (43, A OrCen-
Teahan (51], A Oartis lor & cHandy (23, A

i o
fier W Phisdan and G PRalan fof L Murpby

4,
GO A Lo, B Moty L MF
I.l.-:hln:.-. LM?,LI'IQH%
W -'uﬂ"lﬁh'l.l'ﬁ'n

-n.l-. We=Cartan. '
mﬂ: i O Cahalane (44), A Ol lof G G-
paman i e A OO (B3, K Wl R H
Luuml!.hl .t foi B

i C Healy s A, Sk
MeCartan (58], M and A oot lar 5 WeCartiy
ang b iy 1550 i

W:MWWI



By Daragh 0 Conchiir

IMPRESSIVE
TALLY: Carrle

ALWAY and Tipperary
joined Cork on top of the
[.:st{[nn I.u’l.i u:.b]c of ihe

ery Camogie Leaguic a8 &
rosult of comfortable wins
secured over Dublin and

Galway and

Clare, respectively, yesterday,
The RKebels
tomarrow and the

est rivals, with only the i
renching the Final next mont

Galway's defence of their title got

& Introduction of
legend Ryan
only sweetened
analready

memorableday §

of f 1o a very poor start at the S
hurleys of Tipp, but they (e

have improved and would
have been expected 1o get the
better of ﬂllb”l'l.l 1j'|.hn are
proppong up the Lsble.

They did, by 1-14 to 0-9 at
Duggan Park but it was a
workmanlike effort, albeit
Dublin deserve credit for
making it hard on the
hosts and continuing their
own improvement undér
Gerry MeQuald since being
blown awsay by Cork on the
apening weekend.

Carrie Dakan has excelled
from the start of the sei-
som for the Maroons and
shiz provided a goal and
ten points to her team's
tally on this occasion.

The same applies to
Alsling Maher in the Sky
Blues jersey and the former
All-5tar shot all bar one
point of the Duobs' tally. Tt

lay Kilkenny
iressure has

been placed on them by their near
two

i"-

building

was 1-10 to 0-5 at half-

time, Galway hitting the

opening five points of the

game in the first nine

minuktes before Gaby
Couch hit the only Dublin
{mint not registered by
Maher

Dalan's goal arrived af the
end of the first quarter and she
hid 1-6 in the first half alone,
including & couple of nice points
from play.
Dublin actually drew the second
half, with both seis of defences
an top apart from the two sharp-
shooters, who slotted four points

apiece. Tipperary have been
tremendous to date, their only loss
being & narcow (w int one 1o
Cork and they put Clare to the
sword at The Rage. Leading by
[0-14 e e it the imterval, they were
able to cruise to the Minish line fora
1-20 to 0-7 triumph.

Niamh Treacy (0-4), Cacimhbeé
Maher (1-2) and Eimear McGrath
(0-4) were huge contribulors in
attack and, with the remarkable
Chit Devane hitting nine points, it

wiais a game for Denis Kelly's
forw 1o enjoy themselves.
Kelly was alse able to introduce

lege former All-Star defender

Cork’s Sarcha Meclartan goes up
against Kilkenny's Tiffanie
Fitzgerald at

pwlan Park,
Ficture: Kea Sutton/Inpho

Tipp

draw

Rebels as

Mary Ryan for ber first outing of
the year after jliness (o sweeten an
already memorable day for the
Premier.

The same can't be said for Clare,
who defeated All-Ireland champi-
ons Kilkenny in the first round but
were falling to a third sucoessive
defeat since. This was by far the
waorst, as they failed to record &
single score in the first half,

second was better, particu-
larly as they were down to 14 play-
ers after Ciara Grogan received
her orders for a second
vellow card just before the break.

It was all about pride after that and

they did show that, as Oriaith Dug-
gan, Lorna McNamara and Chioe
Hnr::;wsﬂht the fﬂm' but Maher
breac their defences for her
Rl E e D
ol fean
In Division 1B, Down inflicted a
fourth consecutive defeat on
Limerick on a 2-11 to 0-6
at the Liatreim Fontenoys grounds,
utting the visitors in danger of
: eing relegated al;tem lJ:lirdB:i:r
Bsg 8 year r being in an
Aﬁ Dh'issm 24, Meath edged
oart
Cavan by 0-11 1o 1-7 and Westmenth
accounted for Lands by 1-13 10 -5

depth

A

Camogle roundup Jeaders on the pitch, they had e A S T R ; :
e ]{II!HTt'i'E'I“ plﬂ.j'!:lm h;lugtrill:ﬁ:lo el e R R % e T
L - " I w a . ; .
Daragh O Canchilir E‘uﬁrlgrh:rfﬁhlg names still to  going to get their purple year's Ml"”““"!fh‘“]" mtg-:ﬂ;htﬁ;ﬁmﬁ of 0= mec today. We need mort
The party line from both Mat.  return. patch. They've quality allover “Every voar It's sometliie ol me in with us now  games. s all aboul games,
thew Twomey and Fiona Keat-  The Rebels are certainly  the field though I know o sitton.  (with) a really dominant place  this time of the year, i
ing was that there was much  humming and it would takea  they're a few players down.  Keating of the ""wh t Et']fm.- in the team. That's not a place “We won't be pat-
still to work on, and of course  18-point defeat to Galway next  same as ourselves. But it was - They glve you & WL S tbut she had last year but I gi'luk ting the white flag up for next
there is at this time of the  weekend along with al’l‘iﬂpﬁ‘- Eh:Jl_i.:. how we reacted to their :?Iﬂ;m’m do what F;;'ﬂ}ﬁ'; e SlehEsd bl 1 LR 'l'l'fﬂ'll.l:; “ini:uf
i YW § f ch. snme me Flm. " : team
:'IE:-I-II Cork illusirated their i‘rléﬁ'“ ey o IW""l.'l.'hu—:'| vou think of who is  to play in the team and Eu lhlflz;;ﬂr-_ﬂmféﬁf “;"',{, ;‘“rl' 1"!{:'; ﬁtﬂlﬂﬂﬂiﬂ Sowm at PAire
ridi ]‘l‘l."l.“h anee more when Four points into the wind to come kack — RKatrina yowlisten to s Jike Mat- o il‘fﬂﬂrk andil's Ui Chaolmh. v ap-
reording 025 (10 Very  eorehaldnegave homat, - ke, O Chomi Bl L 0 Gk toHave such  standard of po i o you s 0D
Camaogie League Division 1A 12 to 0-7 lead al e change . ot bebladt they have young players coming i T A
ivictory at UPMC Now nels and though Julianne Ma.  and & few more on top of that, Rind the scetvs, ey T b ters there
;E:..:;ﬂd‘:}!lhi‘;};: ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁﬂ'ﬁ Jone rifled o sgluperldﬂuﬂ solg  you have to be happy. Wecan't  overything natlod .1.;{,,- o 1 mf'%hm were & lot of posi- ﬁ?ruwﬁudlhﬂﬂmm want o
asters, secured a place in the  goal for Kilkenny, Cork held dopending on Amy O'Con-  tee and what they tel : ﬁr i O O e miatch  pat on a performance and g9
il lor  socort yourin's  fuir coriposaes and cased  nor eting ol thesoors ke o2 Wt Yo LY (S e ot jowork el
g ’ i i : : Saturday,
e o g e e dohed it hshutulut oo WS lBhBUL e Shiving bsrd o Tisiav st s s D
I ot A sl e o 1 o : i iraining on things that we Twomey asseried that Gal-  malntainsd aye-ca
concede was that thers are  “We had a good first half and I kmow e oo 23 points bu o B e daion T e T448 Troul
(Y plavers putting up thelr  while we were congclons  westill let o lot of scores aflter oo n’ﬁ;’f“ et 1 l.n-PT : s T AEUE nnaulmcmnu!d not  Kelly with a 1-20 to 0.7
L e ,,-m,-.mﬂlﬁmh, in about the start of the second  us, especlally goals but it's the 1ot o oot LG t any favours, even triwmph overa very flat Chare,
T ole 8 goal, we're  sharing of It that's brilliant.”  foday. Everyone's fighting for  expect any = iwav had to work
i o (et v e Kb ibnsney paesSnebCe ey (S PGS ot kit et Dul
slane, Emmna Morphy and  It%s Moerch, we won't get car- — roloan i . e k4 e et e hafore ety
3 but we're taking  celled at centre-forward Iast o fow mare to come ; 1
M'El?imt?ﬁu lkes of Koating. ﬂﬁuﬁ’,ﬂ nl:l'llh:ﬁmr.-. season. Sho Wﬂ}ﬂﬂmﬂ ihurl- Lﬁm-;n it “m':f”"'.l":: %ﬂr h;awrnw. - fii ﬁrtv:ﬂlgpum b mo smwl
Laura Hayes and Saocirse  “The two teams know each  polnts fram m i Suit thelr hands up and fight  out som m‘.'--"““,um“. Fiolai Erost Chrsl

MeCarthy tnow maturing into

other very well. They were

tho Cats, wiha beat them
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Cork 215
Galway 3-9
CORK had to work hard before vic-
tory was secured over Galway in the
mm:nmﬂmlwn
Castle Road.

Galway, with two gaomaes alread
by, carme oy Lasicgicls iny of
victory and they showed huge deter-
mination all through as they asked a ot of
uetiones of a Febel ouflt HVEPCAMe
q‘]nmmrr in thedr first-rouncd game.
Galway, having won the intermoediate
All-Ireland tithe last season, folded a new-
ook side and although aut, they
will no doubt take a lot of ves from a
game that they wene in until the final min-
utes. A Cork goal on 50 minutes finally
m}lﬂpﬂdﬁ:&tﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁhlmmmml
hﬁlmhﬂ twea podnts at the interval
ng
als in the of 50 seconds edped
into the lead after they trailed Cork

0-3 to 0-1, Mairesd Dillon and Lucy Allen
having apened the scoring for thelr re-

spective

Cliona Doo
changed poin
lml. Cork, with Niamb O
exira defendar, hald their lines

of pressure,

At the other end of the plich Cork ere-
atedd b poal ehances, Cliona Dooley's
effort went over the bar for a polit to sdige
Cork one ahead before Locy Allen’s shot
flew the wrong shde of the

Dillon ulged Galmr n front with a
goal and from the puck-out they turned
ovor Cork for E erick fo finish to the
mafd to put Galway =iy points clear. Cork
didn't panic, Rachel Harty and Lauren
Homan with polnts Kept scorebonrd
wm with the liu!ﬁ:r:w sedtling
they down the danger, Stkll, Broder-
ick converted a ftee to put thum five

and Chloe Broderick ex-
as the sides mmainad
g an
ar a Lot

with a strong wind; two Cars

mmmuﬁﬂﬂhﬁm’:m Daly during the Intermediate [H.dmlltmghlﬂgﬂ at Castle Rowd. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Cork have to work
hard for victory

Cork’s Lucy Allen blocks down this dearance by Galway's Joanne Daly. Picture: Eddie 0'Hare
in front with 58 minutes on the stop-

oints clear with five minutes to the

Up front, Flona Melligan’s pace was

tha defence a lot of bother
i goal five
miniies before the break. The hosts fin-
izhed the half » Cliona O'Leary con-
varted & free, but Sorcha MeGinley re-
plied, 2-5'16 1-6 to the visitors at the

lnsiduﬂwnﬂnutunftherﬂml}_wﬂ

%

were beved thanks to Allen and Melligan's:

paints: The defence helped thom get on
in the third qoarter. Leanne 1i-
h O'Leary, and Aalfe 0'Callag-
n worked hard and ensured the ball was
rnmreﬂhsiupmemm]'nmirlﬂﬂld.. Harty
wis on top and theee polnts without reply
put Cork 101 {0 26 in front as the game
enibered the Inst guarter,
ng huge hunger, cut e
g;plnawlnhﬂrh two in a row. Cork re-
sponeed with a Homan free and oo from
play to agnin go three up, but hack came
Galway with Mafread Dillon's goal effort
jnst going over the Hne: ovel popging and
all fo play for.
Clioga O'Callaghan nudged Cark back

watch, Galway attacked from the restard,
but.after winning pessession, Leanne
OSullivan 2ent a pin-point delivery to
Homnan, who off-loaded (o Allen who em-
phatically finished from cldse mnge
Wow four palnts in front, aﬂﬂarkhnﬂ bo
o wis not concede & goal. Galway won a
free, Chios Emdmlg:h:m 10 thie sound
of the full-time whistle after a tough best,
HumLHWELMc Hﬂgéam L
HWMH I:I.Hl'.:nlﬂlr. OLoary, Caltaghan
T M Delion 2-2. C Biﬂl:lll'l:lrﬂ-l . LTy
149G -2, 5 Mciniey O i
ﬂuﬂﬂ.ﬂwlﬂm.ﬁm M OLsany; L

O Sulevan, A O'Callachan, L ODoyple; A Cashman Al
EI FMMLMCMFWLLMTH:E
Hl';lll for L Doyle (heB, © O for O

l.l-:i:",u-u-rrhrh'l'nhh (431, E Flanagan
E%Lm {53 L Halane for A O'Calnghan
GALWATY: A Kgity, A McPhiltar: L Busag, C
Lm.ﬂm.;wp K Cobermuan, W Ganeon; C
Sroderich, & Lirwkery, § McOinily; G Dein, C Lynskiy,
Guba: K Bomars fof' M Oafedn @81, R Hoghas e ©
Lavedeeas (e, C Redly for 5 R Odnbery (45)
Riafenea: lliod Ryae (Tippeiny].

Ca ie's
Allgutgr

trip to
Canada
cancelled

Eoghan Cormican

The Camagie Azsocintion las
cineolled their 3028 All-Star
tour fo Canada, which had
been schediled to take place
just one week out from the
start of the All-Ireland chnm-
plonship,

Having exhinusted all thelr
aptions to reschedule the
heavily criticised My trip,
the Camogle Associatlon has
Informed counties that there
will ke na All-Sfar tour this

Year,
The decision was arrived at
following consultation

between the Camosie Assocl-
atlon, GPA, and player
representatives fram Cork,
Eﬂlﬁm Kilkenny, and Waber-

Last month's initial an-
nuunr.-lzmﬂm from the
e Associathon that the
M'JH. All-Star trip to Calgary
wonld tnke place from May 18-
B elght dave out from the
first round of the All-Ireland
championship on the weekend
of June 374, was met with
stinging Lrltlc:sm from
pMayers.

The seven Cork players who
won All-Stars across the past
two seazons told the frish
Examiner thoy wope bayeoi-
llm. the trip, with midfielder
Ashl Ilm1 Thumpzon describing
I:ht: eming of the tour s “ fus

flm'- could vou expeet

sovan players to turn their
back on thelr tenmmates at
probably the most important
temie of the year leading up o
champisnzhip,
“We wounldn't have All-Stars
only for our teammales,”
Thempson told this news:
Paper.

“We are looking to be the
ane Hi‘m-thill:ln That's the
poal, We are eanigiantly loaok-
g ﬁll‘l-‘tll-'l-lutj- How can yaou
logk for equality when it
doesn’t come from the top
o,

“How can you by look
for equality when women
don’t suppart women?

“The GAA wouldn't make
decislons like this and put
players in such an awkward
sliuatbon.”

Cork's decision to bayeott
the trip, along with pressure
from the GPA, foresd the Co-
moghe Association to reviow
their selectod dnies.

Hscussions between thoss
parties, which hnve boen on.
golog in recant weeks, hiave
coneluded with the decksion
that the 2023 toar will not go
ahead on the planned May
dates or on anv altornative
ihntes this year.

When contacted by the frish
Examiner last month, the
Camogle Association had said
that “asplit season preggure™
hauel infuenced thelr decision
to schedhile the trip {o Canada
ik close Lo the start of the
championship

“The &plit senson hns placed
pressure om all avallabiiioy,
combined with m leagus, proyv-
incial chnmplonship amd ciub
window."”



Twomey wants his in-form Cork to put on

Relentless Rebels on courseto
qualify for league final, barring
a disaster against Galway

CORK 0-23
KILKENNY 1-10
BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

THE party line from both Mat-
thew Twormey and Fiona Keat-
ing was that there was much
still 1o work on, and of course
thereis at this time of the year,

still, Cork illusteated their
Fude health once more wiben fe
cording a ten-point Very Cama-
gie League Division 1A victory
it LIPMC Nowlan Park on Sat-

urday that, barring disasters,
secured a place in the final for
i second year ina now.

The Hebels made it four
from four against the team
that defeated them in kst year's
All-Ireland final and while this
weekend's opposition Galwasy,
who denied them in the league
decider 12 moenths ago, and
Tipperary can join them on 12
paoints at the (op of the table,
they would need to suffer a
19-poiint reverse 1o miss out.

After the latest win, winmning
manager Twomey and player

of the match Keating agreed
there are many plavers put-
timg up their hands for starting
berths in the summer, such as
last year's minor star Chrlaith
Cahalane, Emma Murphy and
Ali Smith.

With the likes of Keating,
Lavra Hayes and Saoirse Me-
Carthy now maturing into lead-
ers on the pitch, they had ten
different players contribute to
their tally and that is with a
number of big names still to
L.,

“We're delighred with the
performance,” sald Twomey,
“We had a good Frst half and
while we wire conscious about
the start af the second half, to
concede a goal, we're delighted
with the character. Ie's March,
we Wit get carried away but

Cork manager
Matthew

Tevomey.

[ Phuoto: Ken
Sathom
iMPHD)

“When you think of

who is to come back —
KatrinaMackey, Orla
Cronin, Pamela Mackey,

Ashling Thompson' -
Matthew Twomey

wie're taking small steps

&, atrthetime.

“When you- think of

wha is to come back

e - Katrina Mack-
\ ey, Orla Cromin,
O, Pamela Mackey,
"' Ashling Thomp-
son and a few more on
itop of that, vou have o be
happy. We can't depend on Amy
O'Connor getting all the scores

like she was at the start. We
were comsciows of that so the
spread of scores was great.

Tknow we got 23 points bt
we Still left a ot of scores after
s, especially goals but it's the
sharing of it that's brilliam '

A four-point scoring burst
inta the elements before half
time was probably the most
significant period in the game,
enabling Cork to go in at the
break leading 0-12 1o 0-7,

The sides were deadlocked
four times before the Leesiders
took the lead for the first time
courtesy of Amy O'Connor, 16
minutes in, It was still & one-
point game with eight minures
remaining, but scores from
teenager Orlaith Cabalane,
¥Connor, Hannah Looney and

big performance at Pairc Ui Chaoimh

ratbon for the first time.

After conceding the first
two points of the second half,
Kilkenmy were given a consid-
crable boost by a sensational
A5thmimste goal from Julinnne
Malone, A Katic Power point
redueed the margin 1o three
but Cork gradually edged away
after the resumption, Matthew
Twomey's subs adding to the
energy on the pitch and Cliona
Healy, Emma Murphy, Sorcha
MeCartan and Saocirse M-
Carthy among the scorers. A
standout Rebel in Kilkenny was
Courcey Rovers' Fiona Keating
whio scored 04, She revelled in
& new rode at midfield, having
excelled ar centre-forward lasy
senson. She comtributed four
podnts from midfield against
the Cats, who beat them in last

‘You have the likes of
ﬂrldﬁﬁﬁmehm

vear's All-Ireland fi-
nal
‘Every year
it's something
different bug
its preat, said
Eeating of the
new position,
*"They "give
vou a bit of ’i’
freedom 1o f,,
do what
YOu wWant
but at the same
time youve a role to play
in the eam and when you

-

listen to experts like Mat-
e thew and (coach)
== Liam ([Cronin),
they put so much
work in behind the
scenes, they have
everything nailed
down o a tee
and what they
i el you o do
' is what you
do and it all
links inuo the
play and re-
sults likethis
one today.
“We've been
working a lot in
training on things

¥ Cork star Flona

that we could improve on and
we puta bot of that practice into
play today. Evervone’s fighting
for places az well, We've the two
Mackeys and Orla Cronin and
a few more to come back after
injury o it's everyone's chance
during the league to put their
hands up and fight for a spotin
the team. “You have the likes

. of Ortaith Cahalane in with us

now {with) a really deminant
place in the team. That's not
a place she had [ast year but |
think she has a big place in the
team this year. She's just one
of the voung players coming
through in Cork and it's great to
have such a standard of young
players coming through.
“There were a bot of positives
to take from the match voday
but there'’s a lot 1o work on as

well. W 'l]gl:lh&-l:l:mﬂtdmnh
ing board this week.

Twomey asserted that Gal-
way, who denied them in kast
vear's league final, could not ex-
pect any favours, even though it
would take a calamitous turn of
events for his side not 1o make
the decider for a second vear
inarow. "Every game we want
to test out something new,
Twomey declared, "We learned
a lot from today. We need more

-ﬁh-h..h.h..ﬁ..u
E—'—Hum.-.-!
SCoODoODSs

it

games. [ts all abowt games this
time of the vear. We certainly
wion't be putting the white flag
up for Sunday. We'll be going
guk strong again and having
a cut off-it, especially down at
Piire Ui Chagimh. How many
oppariunities doveu get to play
in the Pdirc? And there's going
1o be Cork supporters there for
the football so we want to put
on a p-utfm‘n:.anc«: and go hell
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Galway to host Cork in _mouthwatering

start to Al

Camogle
Daragh O Conchir

Eilkenny will get the defence
of their All-Ireland senior title
under way In a group invol.
ving Dublin, Tipperary and

Wielord

The deswws for the Glen Dim-
Il'“.-“l! All-Ireland Camogio
Championships were brond-
cagt aeross The Comogie As-
sociation's social channals

k=t night.

Brinn Dowling's outfit
edged out Corke I the All-Tre-
lnndd final last Augnst cour-
ey ol m nte goal by subatitute
Sophie Dwyer and dramatic
w]nﬁlng point from Deniae

Ganbe.

It vwas n second conseoulive
defeat in the decider for thie
Retsels and as Il’lht-f needed

am, they
howe boen drawn in Emup 4
along with Galway, who got

any further motivat

the better of them in the 50
decider. They are joined by
Clare and Down,

Cork and Galway will get
the All-Ireland Champlon-
ships off to a Blockbuster start
a8 they do battle in the open-
ing round at a Galvay venoe
on the weekend June 34,

Froup & comprises two of
fnst year's quarter-finalisis,
Waterford and Limerick, as
well as an up-and-coming An-
trim and a rebuilding Offaly.
All Faer teivms have been com-
peting in Divisien 1B of the
Yery Ireland National
Lenpees amd indeed, Limerick
and Offaly eross swords on
Saturday In a crucinl tie
wlhers the leser will drop to
third ter, Division 24,

It isn®t the only weekend
outing that hag had 5 hit of
cactrn splice added i result of
tha diraw, as Corle asd Galway
go head fo head wiih the
Tribeswomen nesding a posi-

WWexfoird.

toam, while Meath, Laois,

up Gronp 4,

tive pesult to be in with a
chance of making the final
and defending their League
crown, while Tipperary and
Kilkenny also elash in a
mouth-watering local derby
that If the Premiecs win, will
gee them play in o first
pational final decider since
lozing the 2009 League final to

The Glen Dimplex All-lre-
Lnnd Intermedinie Champdon.
ship will pot wncler way om the
wisekend of May 3753, Holders
CGrlway have been glven the
stiT task of emerging from a
five-tearm groip involving the
second sirings of Cork, Dub-
lin, and Kilkenny, as well 55
Kildare. Group 2 involves lust
year's Premler Junfor
winnoers Antrim, Ih:rn' Caur-
low and Wexford's second

Kerry and Westmeath make

There are also three gronps

All=Ireland groups

Glen Dimplex All-iralamd
Sunlor Champlonship

mnm.ﬁhﬂgmﬂrﬂ.
Group 2: Kilkenny, Dubdin, Tip:
urm:'s-ﬁmu.m

1 ]

hmr-ﬂlhmm
ﬂrm.lp'! : Gk, Dubilin, Kilkerny,
Haclara, Giatwany

in the Glen Dimplex All-Ire-
land Premier Junior Cham-
ponship, which also stariz an
May 27-38. Group 1 s a three-
e affnir comprising Cavan,
Wileklow and Tipparacy,

The other two grolips are

Group 2: Dery, Wedord, Car-
lorw, Anirm
Group 3; Meath, Laots, Karny,
Wasimeath

Gabeery D pikece: All-freland Primies
Junior Champsoanghip
m'nup'l G, Wickiow: T

Iirullp! Arrnagh, Mayo, Limar
ﬂmupa:'m.l.um'rymm

made upffn}hur[’tmmg:wﬂ
.ﬂ.:l':lll.ﬂ.ﬂll 0 151 Lw |

Difily in Group 2 and Clare,
Louth, Tyrone and Roscom-

mon in Ginouap 3.
As In previous « S
teams will qualify for the

I-Ireland senior championship

knockout stages of the Glen
Dimplex Senior All-Ireland
Championships, two from
each proup. Two of the three
granp winners will advance
directly to the semi-finals,
with one team joining the
other three second placed
teams in the quarker-

The ijdentity of those
straight to seml-final will be
determined by a draw invol-
wing the three group winners,

The guarter-final pairings
will be decided by an open
d.rawhutﬂmremll he-:nnm

ings. e the
quartar—[ﬁa.l

L'ip.ntlng
S

runner-up from their gmup.
Hilldn Breslin,

soviation president, E.B:ld

“The Glen Dim all-re-

land p draws al-

ways throw up

ing= and interesting dis-

cussions, and this year is mo

differemt.™

ﬂ:e
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U Mellerick
SUNDA

Y
Very National League Division 1A
Corkw . Pdire Ui Chaolmbh, 12pm.
IT'S hard to beliewe that Cork’™s Laura
Treacy has yet (o win a national league
medal with her county.

Remarkably, 2013 was the last time
Cork took that silverware. Since then, Kil-
kenny have five titles, Galway theee, with
the 2020 campaign cancelled due io the
panmdembe.

Just how important is bt for Cork to win
that beagm titls this year?

=[*vi: never won a league, The last time
they won'T was in my leaving cert, and I
mn‘tpbﬂnfln the leagiie oF somethlng
fke that. 50, | don't have a league medal.

o1 think winning Is important and it
been a long tme sinee Cork have iified o
cup so obviousty T would think it weuld
build momentum o the right direction.
We want to win games and by winni:ﬁ
games that means we're performing a
we're going after performance a bot.

=H[tting the fargets that Liam Cronik
(the coach) is glving us, we're looking at
thot and ance we pecform we shoold geta
win if we're hitting those targets. 5o, 1
hinven't even thought abowt @ kageo final
s el After each giume, the next game is
along the il then the mext one so kL8
beaen gréat (st of all to have S0 many
EIMCS.

“The new structure of the campaign 18
very mucha posiiive ons, You're gotting to
play all the teams and there's pleaty of
pames; so girks are goiting game fime. 1
hink winning in p=2lf 2 mportant.

# Another win an:ﬂnat}{ljlttrnn{l Ve 1%
another baast, gave s other things (o
weorl on, thivf we can learn from and bring
them to thie mext game against Galway
ihifs weekemd, And perform again agninst
Galway at the weekend ig all that I'm
thinking at the moment but inlooking te

Latera Traacy of Cark in action against Dervla Higgins of Galway at Croke Park.

Treacy hasan
eye on medal

. F

B
= ;—’

Picte: Ben McShane/Sparsfl

-

u;iﬂuphrﬂmuummmlmrmqﬂm, Picture: Piaeas ) Midheach/Sportsfils

the future [ guess winmning a league would
.. it wonkd be nies.

“It's a long time since we've actually
gone away and won a national league, ab-
viously, it's been vears nd years, and it's
been a long time since we've walked up
the Hogan stand steps. So, winning Is im-
portant you Enow just for good momen-
piiers and stuff, So, boaking forveard to i bat
wi obyiously have to koep focusIng on
each game and thon after that winmning
will capeof jisell”

Galway will throw sverything ot Cork
on Sunday in their final group game In
Piire Ui Chaoimh. They still have a
ehrnee of qualifying if they win and Kil-
kenny dedeat T {:m';m.' Hoalistically if
both Galway and Tippemey win, Tipp will
go through on scoring difference as they
aro curmently +36 ahond of Galway, So.a
wir i kmperative for (s women from the
West and then they'll hope Kilkenny do
tkiem o favour, :

Galway didn't set the pitch alight in
hyirkr 1-14 1o 0-9 win over Dubdin lost Satur-
day, When vou conshifor that Cork beat
the same opponents 17 to 0-5 in theic
opening eound and have improved

steadily sines it"s hard 1o sed a Galway
victory, There 5 competition for @laoes in
the Cork squad once thelr Injuries e

COVeT.

Hring back in Katrins and Pam Mackey
and Orla Cronin in the short berm and
thore are three plavers that lined ouf
against Kilkenny looking over their
ghoulder. The 1ikes of Orlaith Cahalame is
potting strong pamse time, Fiona Keating is
back to her best, Cliona Healy lkowise

Cork won't be taking tholr fool off of the

sedal. Matthew Twomey assortod fhat
alway, who denied them in last year's
[eague (inal, conld not expect any fo
vours, even thowgh it wonld take i dimstic
trn of events for his side nof o make the
deckler for a second year in a row,

“Every game we want bo 1est oul soma-
thing mow,” Twomey declarsl. "We nead
minre garmes. i0s all about games Ehis tima
afl e year,

e cerdalnly won't be putting tho
white Nag up. We'll be going ol sUnang
agaln and having a cut off i, especially
dlawr ol Palre Ui Chaoimb. How many op-

,.2;'&".““1"" do you get to play in the



Cork full-forward Hayley Ryan in action against Tipperary's Ciara Ryan.

Cork senior ladies need
to keep momentum,
no slip-ups for minors

SATURDAY: Very Division 2B
Hatlenal League: Cork v
Kilkenny, Pilbown, 1 pm

THE clash of table-toppers in

the Very Division 2B Mational

League in Piltown on Satur-

dtay in 3 gamee that 1% the cor-

tain-ralser to the Kilkenny v

Tipperary Division 1 the.
Eilkenny, with thres games

played, have a 100% record

with victories over Galway,

Tipperary, and Wexford.
Having got thelr campaign

off to o great start with a 3-16

to -7 win over Galway, thoy

defeated Tipperary 5-10 1o 1-8

before receiving n stern test
last weekend from Wexford.

The undepdogs were unlucky

not o have got-something
{ram the game, lozing oot by

ijust A single point, 015 b 3-5.
This iz Kilkenny"s last game

‘in the groap serles and a win

will see them top of the table
with their place in the final 2e-
eured. Cork, with n game to
oome apalnst Wexford will be
hoplng to maintain thelr good
rur and go lnto thelr last game
on [ull points,

This weekend, Wexlord
meet Tipperary and on form,
they should have too much
strength for Tipp. That micans
itz Cork, Kilkenny, and Wox-
foril cluizing the final spots.

Kilkenny have lots of ex-
perience. Danielle Quigley,
Danielle Morrissey, Claire Do
heny Afton Grace, Mairend
Hennedy, and Eimear Leahy
leave been to the fope in their
three sutings o date, With
their senior side out of the
running for a plvce in the Divi-
sion 1 final, their second
squai will be hoping they can
go ane betier,

Cork had oo batile hard on
Smturday [nst to overcome a
gritty and determinsd Galway
side, but they dug deep and
showed huge character and

CAMODGIE
& Mary Newman

determination to carve out a
victory. Leanne O Sullivan
wag hugaly inflwential in de-
fence while captain Rachel
Harty worked tirelessly at
midflilc.

Fiona Melligan started at
gorner-forward and she cer-
tainly put hor hands up for a
place in the starting line-up
this time -DlltiJShtl Ehﬂ-'-'ﬁ'ﬁd
huge pace as she 0ok on the
Galway defenders and helped
herselfl to 1-2, She certainl
has a lot to offer to Trevor Col-
eman and his selecior.

SUNDAY: Electric Ireland
Minor A: Cork v Tipperary,
Castle Road, 2pm.
Cork facs inte round threa
and a meeting with Tipperary
coming off the back of their
seven-point defeat at the hancd

of Weaterford nst weekend.

Waterford came into that
clash having lost out to Gal-
way in their opening round
game and they battled to the
[inish to get a result.,

Corlk must now put that de-
feat on the back burner and
fake on Tipperary alde that
lost their opening rounil game
to Eilkenny by a point and
overcame Dublin in round
e,
With the top four advancing
to the semi-finals any glip-up
i= going to be costly and with
Eames to come against Kilken-
ny and Galway for Cork, they
noed i victory over Tipperary.

Currently, as we go Into
round three, Galway head the
groap with two wins from (wo
games, Cork, Hilkenny, Tip-

rua:,la.nd Waterford are all
E:wﬂ. ﬂlﬁ each lost a game.
Dublin having lost two games
havea Lot of catching up to do.

iCork taking on Tipperary at Cork Camogie Grounds, Castle Road, Corkin

Division 2B Very Camogie League.,

Fictures: Larry Cumming
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Linda
Mellerick

THE Camogie Association lssued a stabe-
ment last week in relation to the cancel-
lation of the 2023 All-Siars (o to
*ork were the only county to publiely
explain that their players would not be
travelling such was the inappropriate tim-
R tond chadigjoaship and righ n the
All- fritn n
mibddle of the provincial championship,
1t 1z belleved however that other ¢oln-
ties also cxpressed thelr intention to with-
draw. A section of the statement read: "It
is with regret that we have had to cancel
the pro Pw All-Stars tour to Cal-
gary, Canada, in May 2023, hawni:x-
hansted all optlons to reschedule. We hive
consulted and listened to our players and
despite doing everything within our
to make the toiir wa iz very
fimited space across the calendar year to
engitre the tour does not impact any group
and respects all competitions.
“The tour 1= not feasible in H0233 and it is
with great disappointment that we e

arrived at this position.”

That is so disappolnting for the p
Invoived. Had the right date seen -
ally chosen this n't have happened.

There were too many parties involved at
the kafe point of trying to reschedule and
so it didn’t work ont. I always feel that for
plavers who aren't lucky cnough to fea-
ture in or win All-Treland titles, the All-
Stars is something that bit more mean

ful to them and for all concorned the All-
Stars tour 18 a wWonderful reward for a
hard year's work well done,

Buat it's a holiday, albelf o high-profila
one, and the plavers were right to put
their teammates and counties first by
withdrawing, Hopefully lessons have

boon learmed.
Galvay and Tipperary jolned {;m'h an
topof the Division 1A 1 of the Very Ca-

mogie League for all of 24 hours last Sat-

urday before Cork comprehensively de-

Siobhdn McGrath of Galway in action against Cork All-Star defender Libby Coppinger.

Tour plan
for a bad

feated Kilkenny the following day by 10

paints,

The pressure was placed on Cork to
beat Eilkenny and thres ppints clear
with all three sides having a final game
ihis weekend. And they daly deliversd in
what was a . It's March,
we all know that, so B mrechy imvbo
the woukd be h. Bt at the
same time at the moment are well
o it e Thi, wera Piog Bk
a Were g Mi-
rlam Walsh and Denise Gaule last Sun-
day. Walsh, it seems, even though no one
seanms to be able to get confirmation, has
injared her eruciate and will be out for the
remainder of the season, What a blow that
i= to the former Flayer of the Year and her
Leam.

Cork too however have lost their fair
share but seam to have greater strength in
depth to cope. [ mentioned maybe three
years agoe that Cork had the youngest

el of the top thires and that Galway and
ﬂen’ ny would start hitting retirements
around now. We stll aren’t sure who has
departed our opponents’ panels as the
leagne is always a trial campaign and who
knows who will reappear next month.
With such & short senson; the All-Treland
{inal being just over four months away,

An]rmwm.ltﬂugnlnﬂnprmﬁm Kilkenny's Grace Walsh.

"

Kilkenny and Galway seem tohave a lot to
d

0.

Galway's defence of their league title
got off to a poor start against Tipp but
have improved in the meantime an
would have been cxpected to get the better
Dmutél;dn' whg ﬁem{p : up the table.
whith is'ﬂmr return if frath be:told.
While Dublin made it hard on the hosis
Galway should have won that game mare
convincingiy. 5

Carris :Igj-iun Cork's tormentor in last
year's league final, has excelled from the
start of the season and she provided a goal
and ten points to her team’s tally. 1-10
Emh?‘ E.H i ging slgn! The same

ol an encoura 1
applies to Aisling Maher in the Dublin jer-
EB{“B.E the former All-Star shot all bar oo
Eg t of the Dubs” tally. Tipperary have

going well, their only loss beinga

narrow two-point one to Cork and they

Clare to the sword at The Ragg. Lead-

Ty Q=14 tood0 at che dnterval, they wera
ahhmmﬁﬁtln the finish Hme for a 1-200
-7 triumph.
g sl oty
in the first round but were falling to &
third sweeessive defoat sinoe.



Tipp need Rebel favour after being stung by Gaule

mmcwktﬁﬁmjh“‘"“m m muanager Sedn Power to make some  tralling by three entering the final  splitting the posts to record a

favour if their dream et m"“ SR hooy Srang r. had goalkeeper momentons victory.

ere al ElT ﬁ less, a real (Ml to thank for not belng In Dovision 2A, Patrice Diggln

purticips . ]:-El'lﬁlrmﬂnmlﬂmj nﬂﬂ Bﬂm competition for places ahead of further behind fn whit hasd been o geored ten polnts as Kerry crulsed

EIPRSEIET ity e e St AR S Sty  a e

it frorm M 1 o fhi: see-saw LL1] or i oan

e o as to urycinia; «  tenk e by rectoit ki g the home team the conclusion. againstcither Meath and Derry

iy Denise Gaube snatched  perveless Gaule, who her the first half and Anne Offaly got the perfect start with a cToss swords (omorrow.

!In o 0-13 triumph for Kilkenny  tally to five and enabled nny  added their third in the closing goal from Flannery after The Division JA semi-finals were

nlzl.rﬂ-l‘ﬂuﬂvmcmﬁu mnmhng gﬁ’ﬁ. three minutes hut Claire Kenting also and second-hall gaals

League Division 1A tie at UPMC campaign in possible the game between Antrim settled the hosts with a brace of from Brecge Nolan and Emima

Nowlan Park TLANAEE, mﬂwnﬁhﬂn wm&mrﬁqm Cody propelled Carlow to a 2-12 to

Victory for have In Division 1B, Waterford made it Wm hawe to wait 1o nly's with %ix (4 speeess aver neighbours

wenled their place in the decider but  Five wins from five when ot who will be in in the first hall but a Kildare. will face Armngh,

they can now be everhanled by maintaining their rch vein of What is known b= that Qffaly kave made it 1-8 aplece ot the  who defeated Roscommon, 1-14 to
hifﬂndurcndﬁsmﬁm form to account for Dewn hmmﬂeﬁlmﬂwﬂﬂrdlkrmu e 1-6. )

can sectre o draw at i by 316 to 010 in Ca result af 2.14 to 1-14 defeat to Teehan was unerring in the Nnya will Tyrone in the

Chaolmby todkay. The Munster side had already Limerick at Mick Neville Park. second halfl once more bat Division 4 final, after the

The Premier County’s Eimear booked a pace in the decider The Treaty women registered the  Limerick dug deop with their backs  westerners defeated Wicklow 2-12

MeGrath looked to have graspeda courtesy of thelr 100 per cent st six poknts of the having  tothe wall, Knchnel (VBrien, Lyons, o 4-3 and the Red Hands beat

famous win with her fourth point in remﬂ.whiuhahwrrﬁl;w looked to have been in trouhle Orlalih Kellehir amd Feating Lonth 1-24 1o 2-5.

il

Camogie final pairings
and relegation on the line
Thorn aee SOmo Bty paiings in are unlikaly 1o b think-
s Loaguaes This ing aboun tht haugh, s they ao
wonkind thal have addod signii-  on the brink of  firs! nationad final
cance, wilh places in the Bnals sincs loatng the 2008 Lisagus di-
el fo b cheiseTringd.  chder to Weodoed,
in Déaisions 14 and 1B by Sundsy  The ndomrstabln Mary Pys & the
NG, wole sunvivot from that siusd and
Tha Dibvision 34 sami-finals take aha made bér Gt appearance of
phacE oy e deascn ofF the benchin the
stredl againgi Clans List wikond.
Very Camegie League Division 1A Dapis Haty's crew have Mol ke is
iikenny « Tipperary, PElowh it o hands. of
QAL today dpm what apparts beteesn Cogk and
Befores: Justn Halloman :
facs The Al-trelarsd chame

A local deastry thar would be plore. v hane boen ofcokur,
kspnly conlested ANy Was wirth juest a wrin e Dhabiin Lo el cd

adced bite when Tha pak and confrmation thal plager of tha

0
T

p

Camogie

Daragh O Conchiir

Allish O'Reilly played down
her opportunistic goal that
kept Galway's hopes of a sec-
ond consecutive Very Camo-
ghe League Divislon 1A title
albve at Paire Ul Chaaimh yes-
terday, preferring to focus on
the character and workeate of
thie team, and nine points sup-

lied by the remorseless
I *arric Daodan.

Yt it was workrate that hocd
OrRellly hunting down Cotk
goalic Molly Lymch in the 4dth
minute. Had Lynch gathered
g sllofar first thme, It woukd
have been for nought bt she
i

Even then, O Rallly hed to
win the ball back. She blocked
Lynch's attemptod pass and
was quickest to react then,
shipofing first time ofT the sod
in the net to bring Galway
nack lewol, having fallen be-
hind to & brilliant Emma
Murphy gosl.

Dolan added three points
and Galway inflicted & Mrst de-
feat of the cnmpakgn on Cork
b 1-10 by 1140

In dolng 5o, they broke the
hearis of a perary team
fhat beat them in the opening
round, The wer i
nied a win that woeuld hnve

yoar, Miriam Watsh has suflered 8
siricus. ks injuny ardther o

portunist
ptosetupr

DRIVING OM: Galway's Aoife Donohue att

. =

Al G e

mmmmumﬂmﬁﬁuumn

given them a first national
final appearance in 14 years
by two injury-time points
from Deniso Gaulo that glve
Kilkenny a 0=14 o 0-13 win in
Piltoswt on Saturday,

Instead Galway and Cork
will meet again in the finel in

Croke Park on the weekend of
April 850 after both finished
ol 12 poknks,

“Woe were severely disap-
palnted by thot Tipperary
game," said O Hellly, “but
wir've learned so much from i,
it waz a blessing In disguise

epea

gt e i, would Pav B0 50 80

Clarg would Wobe by 15 poinis 1o ovartake the fe.
Eofepitien by 1 beicaeat 28 wiich  bels, shouid Tipp alss redond -
EaaITE vory Lkl by FTSL oy
mﬁmmh i Very Camagie Leagus Diviaban ] 1]
ﬂi‘ﬁﬁiﬂvﬁﬁ.’%mﬁwrﬁ
Comk v Galway, fomomow Piles Carrigamore, ¥
uu:r:-ulrm. 12pen Aederne: Cathal MeaSsiar (Caonkd
e T Cannt force tele Wa
= AL g =} Y
it - gl::w_ indo the bap oy and VWaterfced
slreams g adr ety Secured o pAaCa in
Anoilar toon impersd- Wi Division 18 final in tha mosl
infy champlchstép Clash Cork mw.mem
Furid B pITing Al , four Impressie triumphs.
Tipperary giving them &
ﬁm ) Limerick v Oialy, Mick Newilla
The pair coutd ShoEs Sanrds Park Rathkeale, 2.30pm,
I e Tinal, Bt Gabecay ar Aedores: Bamy Mea (Mostmoath)
arstl hawg bounced In coninsst, Bers (s @ ko nding on

this the, BE o loser IS FRRGRISD 10
Davigion 24, nola plate 8 Team op-

Thisy nied Welkaniry bo ik Goie- rnling i Thi senior thamgaionship
thing ofl Tipp as this scone difter ants 8 B plying &3 trbdp in.
oacs i lae inderor and evan [f theyy,  Hasang n ol dr ey
pimegpid from Piine Lk Chagimi Agadrist Aranim, & shmiae nesull will

R |

to burst past Cork's Meabh Cahalane and Laura Tracey in the

Ficture; IephadKen Suticn

really. Wa've a fairly new
tmam. with a fale fow glrls
coming through.

“Cork have been Aying it
amd b go boe-to-fos with them
arl comme et with the win was
hisge For a fenmy morale point
of view. We still have & af

work to doand wo'ne not golng
to gt carried away, Wa're
going to meet all these steomg
feams again but it's a siep in
the right direction."

Thee way the former All-Star
tells it, the goal was the beast
she could have contriboted
but she is no stranger to hig
moments, having been a
mateh-winner in the 2019 All-
Irelaned final with her pen-
chant for billowing fhe nat,

“Her misconirol gave me an
extra sacond to get there.
Thankiully 1 Becked her and
finished it I8 made up for the
fow wides I Had and a few
ather mistakes but you'll take
It when you get it

*“Wea talk about workrate,
i's ot & choloe ad this stogo,
and we had o up it in compari-
go0 1o our other games.

Galway and Cork will also
gitt the championship off to n
moath-watering slart on Jung
3 but 'Redlly bats away any
noten that this will have any
impzet on the appreach in @
fortabght’s time,

“Wio'll ook at It as one
game. Wa'll have an elght-
wook gap to champlonship
then and a kot can change in
that time. When you got (0 n
league Tinal, you don't go
thera ta lase 0 we'll o going
all o™

Thie cherey o tog, om i day
to pemember for Galway

oy iy witilir Limagericie, i
warn Al-iroland quasiec-Tnaksis
fsied et e e 0} Hoor o, ETILESE WA,

Anirien v Windford, Roger Caso-
ments GAA, tadiy Tpm,
Ratoroe: Aoy Hely (eibdnna)
Thad adoremansonnd draw s
riutly rritate Auinine DU B re-
rrsneied Sty DOUBoCAlion About
what's neguinsd havo.

Ty b b e 'Weardond 1O
opirunl Tham foc Thi FUnNFE-Lp

spol.

A shard of apods will be anough

b S0 1he Yelkevbellies ndvanco.

Vory Camogle Lbagus Didsion

A4 pomi-Ninals

Armagh v Rosconsman, inals:

keon Gratians, todoy Jpm

Roleron: Paud O hedl {Antren)

Corlow v Kildare, WGOHE Abbal-

&ieem, lodoy 13pen

Redoees; Chirin Grooma (Cllaly)
Warda: Darsgh O Canchide

O'Reilly shatters
t Cork clash

camoghe was the return of two-
time All-Ireland-winning cap-
iain and seven-tima All-Siar
defender, Sarnh Dervan to the
maich-day group.

“It"s preat o have her ex-
pericnce hack theee ngain. et
prisence is huge, She's good (o
go now. [ don’t know if she'll
be plaving in a conple of
weeks, that'll be ap te man-
agoment but she's working
hirdl and to have her back in ls
a great boost, We'ne getting
there alowly bt surely.”

Al thie othier end of the table,
Drullin wore relegaied despits
gaining the first point of the
campaign in a 110 to 1-10draw
with Clare, which was enough
to keep the Banmer in the top
LEr.

Im Divislon 28, Meatls edged
gut Darry by 19 10 0-10 0 Se-
cure o place in the final
agrabnst herry, who beal Laoks
b 2-15 o 1-5 on Soturday to
top the table thanks In no
gmall part to 10 points Trom
Patrice DHggin.

Aadfe Minogue and Grace
Coleman shot three points
each for the Royals while Ca-
roline Quinn hit the crucial
poil, Derry, who would have
mdvameed with & draw das tean
superlor score difference,
wore ironically overly reliant
on Alne MoAllister, who pro-
vided sevan polnts as thay fell
Jukst ghort.



Mellerick

Cork 1-10
Galway 1-11
CORK had already qualified for the
national league final before they took
to the pitch in Piire Ul Chaoimh on
Sundas,

Galwav had 1o get o result and they
managed it with a one-point victory,
two Carrie Dolan frees giving them a
two-point lead in additional time be-
fore Chloe Sigerson’s free closed
matters,

Cork went with a few changes, Molly
Lynch, Aoife O'Neill, Emma Murphy
and Clodagh Finn all getting starts. A
few positional changes teo, Laura
Haves stacted at midfield. Hannah
Loonoy dropped back to right half back
with Sorcha McCartan coming out to
the eleht of the 40 in the staFting team,

For the second week in a row, the
game was 15 on 15, with both sides op-
erating a support and running game
from defence. It has its risks, both
peams cowghing up a couple of points
in the opening half, Galway started
with wind advantage and led 0-6 to 02
after 18 minutes, but failed o seore for
the remainder of the half,

The wind changed direction at the
quarter stage and Cork made full use.
Three polnts in six minutes arrive
from Saoirse MeCarthy as Cork put on
the pressure, An Amy O'Connor free
tevelled it, Carrle Dolan hiad struck
five, four from firees and Ailish O'Re-
illy with a point for Galway.

There was strong work-rate by Dol
gides. Both defenees were dolng well s
forward divisions headed for the jugu-
lar when half a chance waz on but
Shauna Healy, Rolsin Black and Derv-
Ia Higeins held firm in Galway's full-
back line while Libby Coppinger was
highly dependable.

Fiona Keating and Siobhan Gar-
diner swapped peinis within minuies
of the restart.

A Maeve Cahalane run up the
middle and pass to Emma Murphy
who came in tight on the end line to
squecse the ball pasi Fionn Ryan gave
Cork thelr goal on forty-six, Galway
pespondod, Ailish O'Reilly blocking

Nelligan and Ke

Galway's Roisin Black and Cork's Clodagh Finn in camogie action at Pairc Ui Chaoimh.

Molly Lynch who was retrieving a
back pass and pulling to the net.

Converting a free, Dolan had an-
other chance from close range bt she
choose 1o shoot low, Cork blocked it
Cliona Henly levelled the game for the
gixth fime. A soft free, in a crowded
melee, gave Galway a one-point lead
and another clinched it before Siger-
son's Anal zay.

Cork will now play Galway again in
three weeks in the league final. A posi-
tive for Cork was the return of Orla
Cronin who came on after the break.
Seorems for Core E Murphy 10, 5 MeCarfy 02,4
O Care, 5 MoCartan (-2 §0-1 1) sach, FiKeating. ©
Healy, C Skgeraon (1) 0-1 aach.

Galway: C Dolan 000 (06 1), & OFFelly 141, 5 Cor
coenn T-1.

nmuLmnum,Lompigr.um

ang; H _LTrm.l'!J'R?nn; MeCaty, L
Hayes; 5 . F Kaaking, hulrp-hE.Al.':l‘ch
nor € Finn, © Hoaly. Sube: O Gronn Tor C Finn (29,

H iy tor E barphy (45, C Siganson e L Haryss
(5], b Murply tor A Crdedl (54).

G@ALMAY: F Ryse: F Fyan; 5 Hisaly. A Black, D Hig-
ging: K A Porior, E Welshad, R A

rigs, C Hickey; S Rabbate, C Dolan, ;
Conpoinn, A DRy, A Koant Subs 5 Gandinr o
GF%M.HWMEWIIHI.J
Hughas for 5 Rabbse (53

Raleree; Liz Dempasy (Kilenmy).

P ) v
K

FH‘J!E:.I;IFHI:i;rl;i!u Suftor
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celebra I Corl at Pairc Ui Chaoimh.
Galway's Ailish 0'Reilly tes scofing a goal against e

Kilkenny 0-
Cork 2-9

CORK finished strongly to beat Kilkenny away and
o go joint-tap of the Very Division 2B Ledgue groiup,

With one game fo play, against Wexford, they en-
sured they are in a geod positlon for o place in the
final. Kilkenny will have to sit back and wait uneil
mext weekomd to see iF theyve done enough to get
thirough,

T elose contest at Piltown, little divided the sides
all through but goals proved erucial. Cork got two in
the openkng half throngh Fiomna Melllgan and Clasdia
Foam, which wis crcial to thelr victory.

Hachel Harty got the opening score aftor three
minutes belfore Kilkenny took contral with four
polnts witheut reply, all from Danietle Maorrissey,
tweo from frees and two from play

# Mary Newman

Cork burst to life and they were back on level after
pellignn hit the net.

After 17 minutes, Cliona O'Leary edped Cork into
thie lead with o feee and they Kicked on as Keane's
poal, followed by an Ellen Gunner point for the Cats,

e it 2-2 to -5 at the break.
Kilkenny narrowed the gap on the restart through
Morrissey before OLeary cli aver a point from

play. Morrissey and Lucy Allen traded points and
the gap was three as we enbered the final quarter,
Diggping deep for the closing guarter, Cork began
to woar down the Kilkenny BIE.
With their defonce now on top, holding the Kilken-
ny attack well, Cork set about closing the game out.

ane goals help keep the Cats at bay

Two O'Leary frees put five points between the
sides. Mow in the driving seat, Cork finished with
oints from Ciara Golden, Aoibhinn Kidney and
age Murphy.
Zooariid lor Hiltanny: O Morrismey 0-8 §0=2 1), E Garnaar 0-1
Corke G CLoary 04 03 1), © Koane, F heligan 1-0 each, A Harty L
Allgn, A lorphy, A Kidnery, G Goigien ©-1 sach
HILKIENHY: G Murmhy: J C0ea, H Scolt, J Gasss K OByrrw, R Phelan,
EMLNE.HW.HMLM.LWJW. A

Sing: & Dohony ke A Grace, D Chighey' MEWEW&
W.REEMMLMMVWHEGWE L=

A DD,

COFK: 3 - & Mcionay, C Ring, E Panagan, T McCartiy. M
Rirg. L O Sulikean; I-I.H?'.il:uhﬂi'l-lim.l-m": CrLaary. L
Homan, G O'Callaghan. F Mgligan

Subs: A O¥Callaghan for T McCarthy, R Mupiy o F Nedlgin, O ki
fins for C Keana, G Doclay for C O'Laary, N O'Lsary o A O'Callaghan,
C Gecten bor L Homan, & Hidnary for G Crilaltaghan

Anferee; Kardl Colbad ({{akay]



Cork were

their spot in
Division 1 final
before this

group game

CORK
GALWAY

CORK suffered their firse Ma-

tional Camogie League Divi-

sson 1A defear of the geasan

last Sunday, against a Enhw
side they will meet in this years
decider. .

The Tribeswomen arrived
on Leeside knowing victory or
& draw would cement a 2023
league final appearance as Kilk-
enny did the Connacht side a

favour by edging
ﬁl#m U—%thﬁdﬁm'

Cork were atready assured a
place in this vear's keague decid-
e courtesy of four consecutive
VICROTIES Over Duan. Clare,
Tipp and

Unfortunateby m:n:bdu.
Ceabway edgedd a close encounter
by a point thanks to ndebatble
late free. It was a game in which

the home side produced their
antidiest performance of the |

year,

“There are [sill] a lot of posi-
tives to be taken,’ Cork camogie
selector Ger Manley told The
Southern Star.

*Our aim at the start of the
league campalgn was 1o get (o
the final. It is disappointing to
lose but that is a very good Gal-
way veam. We know that from
lacsit wear.
“They came at us full strength
ooy We have & few injuries
bur [ thoughe the girls that
came on did well. It was the
ferax fime some of them started
in a national leagoe game,

"We conceded an unforou-
nate goal bt thar makes teams
stronger. I thought we fought
back well after (conceding) that
goal but some decisions, one or
two frees that went their way,
especially in front of the goal
{The kast free) was very harsh,
I thoaght and nerned out to be
the winning poing

A pair of Carrie Daolan frees
sandwiched an Amy O'Conmor
effort as the visitors got ofl o a
positive start. The first quarter
ended with Gakway 0-5 to (-2
ahead after Ailish OFRellly and
Carrie Dolan (fwo frecs) ex-
changed superbly taken scores
with Sorcha McCartan, )

A wasteful Cork struggled
to oot going as a sharper Gal-
wity m:'d-edhﬂlb;r advaniage
courtesy of a bong range Carrie
Diolan effort.

That was Sacicse McCarthy’s
Cue to storm into the game.
The Courcey Rovers midfield-
er regled off three consecutive
paints to inject life into 3 lis-

POSITIVES IN DEFEAT
: AS FOCUS ON FINAL"

Cork's Laura
with Galway's

less Cark. At the opposite end,
Libby Coppinger excelled in her
full-back rode and helped snuff
out astream of Galway atacks.
Having been fours point down,
the Rebels changed ends thed ar
-6 apsece when Amy O'Connor
mmmdnﬁ‘ﬁte:mhﬂem
entertaining first period,

Fiona Keating handed Cork
their first lead of the afternoon
a minwee after the restart.
Shannon Corcoran replied
with a hard-earned score be-
fore Sorcha McCartan landed

and ger contest this ball
Libby Coppinger

A monster firee o restore the
Rebels' lead.

Carrie Dolan's fifth free
levelled matters once again
but Cork responded superb-
Iy- A Aowing move with
Emma Murphy finding the net
from a tight angle to make it
18 to -8,

Enniskeane's Orla Cronin
made a welcoms first appear-
e o thee seasod off the beneh
befisre a mapor urning point.
Melly Lynch was put under
pressure by a long pass back

outing at hs-back.

Dur S2ar: Saokse MeCarthy was one of the few Cork players to stand
out: she corrtribbed Hhioe points. Libly Cepainger had anather fine

mmhmhmﬂﬂﬁm s;wl:tﬂmqﬂgu
MMEMM‘EWM vl s, B Ui, of £hat hishest

m:h-;ml.n

dhoision b awad Gabwary a free rightin

front of Cork's goal loe, apparently, Somecne triachiz an e ballyss

perpkcng to put it mddly,

What's nast T Cork aired Gahaay will meet i in this year's Dession 1

finiad in Croke Fark on Apri Wk

and Ailish O'Reilly pounced to
Bock Cork’s goalkeeper and
finish to the net.

Level for a fifth time, it was
anyone’s game heading into
the final ten minutes. Gabway’s
Carmie Dolan converted a free
but made an odd decision o go
for a goal, and failed, from an
easier placed sliomar Immedi-
ately after. Cork punished that
Indiserction when Cliona Healy
scored to make i 1-8 apsece.

Deep into injury tme, Dolan
made amends from a question-
able cloge-in free. That made
it 1-11 to 19 following Dolan’s
seventh free of the afternoon.
Cliena Healy scorched o lage
frewe ower the bar but it wasnt
enough 1o prevent Cork's Arst
defenr of 2023,

"Overall, we are happy and
have a league final 1o kook for-
ward o in theee weeke' time)
Manley said. :

‘Galway will be thereand it is
good 1o play the best teams as

it prepares you for the cham-
pionehip,

hu:ﬂu-e-aheisallerphﬂugaht
of matches. Libby Copppinger,
we had to beave her on for the
full mateh today. Shes an unbe-

lievable player.

“The players are hard on
themselves in the dressing
room right now. They are elite
plavers amd want 1o win all the
time. The important thing for
them is thar there is a nex day.
That's the bese thing about
Sport, you always have anath-
er day. The mext cday our, the
lexgoe fimal, gives us zomething
b admn for”

Scorors

Corbe: E Murphy 1= 5 McCarihy
0=3: A Q'Connor, 5 McCafan | i}
0-2 eachc F Keating, C Healy, C
Saperson (W) 0-1

Gahwary: C Delan0-9 (81): A ORelly
1=t 5 Corcoenn0=1

o b Lynche A MpEL L

* Coppirger M Cahalang: H Loonay,

L Tracey, | ORogare S MoCarthy,|

L Hatpes: 5 M Cantan, F Eeating,

iE Murphyn A D Cosnor £ Finm C
Hoaly,

Subs: O Croninfor C Finn (43] M
Frwan bor E bueplny (6], C Sigerson
for L Haryes (513 M burpty for A
OTcliEa]

: wiﬁmsmﬂmm

D Higging KA Porer; E Helebert,

R iannilfy; A Donoghur, CHickey;
S Rabbitbe. C Dolan, N Harm#hy 5
Cipecoran, A0 Relly, A Keane.
Sids: S Gariiner for ( Hickey (hall-
time), N McPealar for S l:m&.
(40], Mughes for 5 Rabbiee (63).
Refonce: Liz Dempsoy (Kb,



AIB Camogie Club Player Awarads
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AIB UNVEILS #THETOUGHEST PLAYERS OF TWO EPIC CAMOGIE SEASONS AS THE AIB CAMOGIE
CLUB PLAYER AWARDS FOR 2021,/2022 AND 2022/2023 ARE ANNOUNCED

The 2021722 ang 2022/23 AIR Camoghe Civb Champronship Teams of the Year, Provincial Flayers of the Year and ovevall Flayars of
fhe Year will be honoured This Salurday evening al a special ceremony al Croke Park.

AIB and the Camogie Assoc-ation loday wnvedled the 20212022 and 2022/2023 AIB Camegie Club Player awards recipients. who
will be honoured 8l a special ceremany a1 Crake Park this Saturday (March 251n).

Sarsfiedds stalwarts Siobhan MeGrath and Niamh MeGrath were named as the 202172022 and 2022/2023 AIB Camagle All-ireland
Clut Crampeonship Player of the Year respectively, The sisters helped their chub to 2021/2022 All-ireland success against Oular The
Ballagh, with Siobhan delivenng a stand out performance, scoring 1-07 on the day. The Galway side wenl on (0 delver Dack-10-Dack
slles just a few shor menths later, as they claimed the 2022/2023 All-lreland crown thanks to a super display against Loughgiel
Shamvocks in the deciger, with Niamh dominating the game from midfield.

Eisewhere, the AIB Camogie Club Provincial Players of the Year for both seasons were 8iso unveiled, with players from atross esch of
he lour provinces recognised for their achievements. For the 202122 awards, Shelley Kehoe of Oulart The Ballagh (Wexford) was
AlIB Camoge Club Championship Leinster Player of the Year, Cacimhe Burke from Drom and Inch (Tipperary) Munster Club Player of
th Manage consent  ghton from Loughgsel Shamrocks (Antnim) was Ulster Club Player of the Year, while Oriaith MeGrath was also
rewarded Tor outstanding performances kast season in the 2021/2022 AIB Camogle Club Champéonghip, eaming hes Connecht
Plaver of the Year,

The 2022/2023 NB Camogie Club Championship Leinster Piayer of the Year honour meanwhile was awarded 1o Aisling Maher of 5
vincents (Dublin), with Mairéad Eviston (Drom and Inch, Tipperary) picking up the Munsier accolade, fodlowing fing seasons on the
pitch for both players. Niamh MoGrath (Sarsfields, Galway) was also named the AlB Camogie Club Championship Connacht Player of
the Year, while Roisin McCormick was recognised for the Ulster accolade following her influential displays for Loughgiel Sharmacks
{Antram [his year,

The 2021/22 and 2022/23 AIB Camogie Allraland Club Champeonship Teams of the Year were also unveiled today. The 2021722
outlil includes six players from Alllreland champsons Sarsfields, as the Galway club won their second ever All-ireiand Cluil Ttk i
March 2027 when they defeated Wexford's Oulart The Ballagh in a thrilling final that produced seven goals. Laura Giynn features in
goals with Laura Ward and Maria Cooney named in the back ine, while Onaith McGrath, Cora Kenny and Siobhan McGrath were all
given the nod in the forward kine. Oulart the Boltagh has five players on the team, following a season that saw them fall just shor of
back-to-back Alllreland club success following their 2021 wiumph, Aideen Brennan takes up the comer back position, with Agife
Duraie and Mary Laacy in the haif back line, Anais Curran in midfield and Shelley Kehoe at centre forward.

Theae-time Allireland winners Slaugtneil have two players on the team in Tina Bradiey and Lowise Duggan, on the back of another
iImpresshie season for the leam which saw them claim a sikith consecutive Lister crown, Foliowing a ground-treaking season, which
saw them reclkaim their Munster title from Tipperarys Drom & Inch, Scanif Ogonolloe of Clare also have two players named on the
team in Mairead Scanlon and Jenmifer Daly, in a yiear wivich aw Them eventually fall short in their béd to becomes the first Clare chub o
contest the Senior Allireland final, following defeat at the hands OQulart The Ballagh,



The 2022/2023 A8 Camogie Team of the Year was akso revealed today and a second Albreland title for Sarsfiekis in as many years
WaS recognased with seven olayers named in the 2022/2023 AIB Camagie Areland Club Championship Team of the Year. Laira
Ghynn got the nod again batween the posts, with Reitseal Ky, Lawra Ward, Tara Kenay, Marnia Cooney, Niamh McGrath and Siobhan

McGrath all also featuning. Alldreland finalists Loughgiel Shamrocks also feature haavily an the team, with Amy Boyle. Caitrin Dabbin,
Réisin MoCormick and Annie Lynm all given the nod.

DOram and Inch of Tipperary have two players selected for the Team of the Year in Mairéad Eviston and Eimear McGrath after an
FMprassve season that saw the Munster champions narrowly lose out in the semi-final to Loughgiel Shameocks, Dublin club St
Vincent's round out the team, as they also have two players hanoured in Aine Woots and Aisling Mahes, after a hugely successful

SEa30n that saw them come agonisingly close 1o dethroning Sarsfislds, losing by a single point (o thelr Galway counterpars at the
semi-final stage following an exhilarating provincial campaign.

Speaking at the announcement, AIB Chief Executive Colin Hunt sald: “On behalf of evaryone af AIR, we exlend o warmes!
congratulations to those honoured today for thelr perfarmances in the Last two AIB Camogie Ai-lreland Club Championshios. MIB is
proud in celebrate ihe achievements of these players, and we are delighted to take this opportunily to recognise their talent and sl

AlE has sponsored the Camogie Club Championships far ten years now, and we fook forwand fo celebraling these ployers and seasons
at Croke Park this Saturday evening.

Uachtaran an Cumann Camégaiochta, Hilda Brealln added: “We ane delighted to recagnise the fantastic achievements of our club
camogie pleyers after two brilliant saasons of dedication and cormmitment o the sport we love. It is bolliant to be abie o celebrate the
2021/22 Camogie Club performances alongside this year's worthy winners, and we would fike to congrattiate evaryone who is being
fronoured today for their commitment and achievements on the field over the past two seasong. Having the support of AIB for the past
10 years has bean instrumental in the pramotion and development of the Camogie At Ireland Club Championships. and we ave fooking
forward 1o honouring the plapers at Croke Pack this weekend,

2021,/22 AlB Camogie Club Champlonship Team of the Year

1. Leura Giynn (Sarsficids, Galway)

2, udaen Brennan (Dulsr The Ballagh, Weadord)
3, Lovise Duggan (Saughtneil, Derry)

4. Leura Ward [Sarsficids, Gatway)

5. Marin Coondy (Sarsfields. Gabsay)

&, Anife Dunne (Oulart The Badagh, Windlond)

7. Mary Leacy [Oulart The Ballagh, Wexford)

& Anpis Curran (Dulart The Ballagh, Wesford)
9, Mairead Seanlon (Scadifl Ogonnelioe. Clare)
10, Tina Bradbgy {Slaughtnall, Demy)
11. ShelSigy Hehoe (Dulam The Bakagh, Wexsfand)
12. Orlaith MeGrath (Sarsfields, Galway)
13, Cora Kenny Sarsfields, Galway
14, jernifer Doly (Scanf! Ogannalios Clare)
15, Sigbhadn MoGrath (Samfelds, Gadway)

2021,/22 AIB Camogle Club Championship Provinclal Players of the Year

1. Cavimhig Bourke [Drom & Inch, Tipperany) Mursis

2, Shelley Kehoe [Outan-The-Baltagh, Wexford) Leinster

A, Oriaith MeGrath (Sarsfields, Galway) Connachi

4, Lusia MeMaughlon (Loaghgiel Shamrocks, Antrim) Lisier

2021,/22 AIE Camogie Club Championship Player of the Year
1. Sicohin MeGiath [Sarsfields, Gabwary)
2022,/23 AIB Camogie Club Championship Team of the Year

1. Lewars Ghynn (Sarsfields, Gabvay)

2. Reitseal Welly (Sarshiekds, Gadway)

3. Lourm Ward (Sarsfiokds. Galwayl

4. Aine Widdads {5, Vingents, Dullin]

5, Tara Henny (Sarsfiehds. Gabeay)

&, Matia Cooncy (Sarsfelds, Galeay)

7. Masréad Eviston (Deom & Inch, Tipparuny)

B. Migmh MeGrath (Sarsfiids, Gabsay)

4, Amy Bole [Loughgicl Shamrocks, Antrin)
10, Caitven Dobbin (Loughgiel Shammscks, Antrim)
11 Aasling baber (51, Wincents, Dublin
14 Elmapar MoGrath {Daom & inch, Tipperary)
13, Rdisin MgCormick [Loughgiel Shamrocks, Artnm)
14, Sipbhin McGraih [Sarsficlds. Gahway)

15, Anni# Lynin (Loughgiel Shameohks, Antrimj

2022/23 AIB Camogie Club Champlonship Provinclal Players of the Year

1. Mairdad Eviston [Dinam & Inch, Tipperary] Mungter

2. Asfing Mahar (58, Vincents, Dublin Leinstes

3, Miamh Mcirath (Sarsfieids, Gadway] Connachi

4, Raesin MoConmack {Loughgiel Shomrotks, Antrim]) Uksies

2022/23 AIE Camogle Club Champlonship Player of the Year

1. M McGrath [Sarsfiekis. Galway)



down by Cork's Clodagh Finn.
Galwiay's Rotsin Black closed down by Cork's m’ﬂm o

Rebels look to get

Gam

paign backontrack

with trip to Kilkenny

SUNDAY

Electric Irelnnd Minor A
All-Ireland Champilonship:
Cork v Kilkenny, Freshiord.
WITH their third round game
agrainst Tipperary In the Elee-
tric Ireland Minor A cham-
pionship postponed due to &
bereavement in the Tipperary
camp last weekend the Cork
minors head o Kilkenny to
take on a home side who are
playing in their fourth game of
ihe rownd robim serles, ;

Kilkenny got their campxlgn
off to a great start with a hard
fount one point win over Tip-
perary they were In another
battle hefore losing out by a
pisint to Galvwsay inoa low scor
g 2-3 1o 08 contesi. )

They got their campalgn
bwek on track last weskend in
another close gamas but this
time they came ot on the right
gides of their batile with
Waterford in a 2-% to 1-9 con-
tesls.

:?urﬁ:nt]r in second place
with thekr last game to ]pteq.'
against Dublin they will be
batiling hard fo hold that sec-
o place.

Galway are the sides making
all the running with three wins
feony three games played they
sil on top of the table having
overcame Waterford, Kilkenmy
and Dublin with fowur teams 1o
come ot of the group for the
aemi-finals they are looking
SiPanE.

At this stage kt's looking Uke
it's between Cork, Tipperary
and Waterford for the two re-
maining places and with
gaetes bo eome agninst Tipper-
ary and Galway cork will be
looking for o big performance
this werkend to jump into joint
seconl.

Tipperary take on Galway at
home and on form Galway
would be expected (o be to
strong for the home sides,

Cork had a great opening
rouml win owver Duhlin before
crashing down to earth losing
oul to Waterford in round two,
thiz was a game Cork were ex-

CAMOGIE

g Mary Newman

Cork’s Saolrse McCarthy in action against Galway's Alne Keane.

pected to win but they must
now put that defeat to oneg
sides and haad (o Freshiord [n
search af victory.

INTERMEDIATE
CHAMPIONSHIP DRAWS

With the leamue drawing (o
tts concluding stages the focils
was on the championship
draws last woek and unlike
the leapue where they only
met counties second teams
Cork will participate in the Dn-
termediate championship
where they will meet first
teams from other coumiices,

Thiz is always a challenge
bt one that cork alwnys rel-
izh and last season it was the
speond team from both Cork
and Galway who made it o the
all-Ireinnd final and Cork will
not need reminding that this
was a game they should have
wol.

Ii's all to play for mow again
and Cork are drawn in

ane with KEildare, Dublin, Kil-
kenny and Galway, already
Cork have met Kilkenny and
Galway in the lengue and have
cape away with victories hut
champlonship is always dif-
ferent but never the less it s a
mrﬁ good draw for Cork and
with Dublin also fielding their
second team it should be a
very balanced group, Galway
having won last yvear's cham-
pionship are now flelding a
new feam.

In group two it's Derry,
Wexford, Carlow and Antrim,
pronp three is Meath, Laois,
Kerry amd Westmeath,

Cork will get their cam-
T of to o start away o Kil-
dara on 2Tthe2Eth May, they
traved on drdf4th June to meet
Kilkenny amd they at home to
Dubbn on 10tk 11th June, and
finally at home to Galway 15t/
2nad July,

. ¥ 4l

-

IT says a lot about Galway that they came

1o Cork and fonght out a one-paint victory

in their final group game last Sunday

which saw them leap over Tipperary fora

Emrc:in thi final on June 16, again against
fily

Tipperary had their league destiny in
%Mm of their hands and failed to see it

8,

Thelr one-point defeat to Kilkenny was
@ big blow to & team that more 5o than

Cork, Galway or Ellkenny needed a
leagne final appearance. [ conldn't see
"I'igp beating Cork in the leagwe final,

1t Tipperary needed to get there, and
it goes 1o show again that when it boils
dlowm fo it the top three just aren't gofng to
be knocked off their perch by Tipperary or
nnyone alse amyiime seon.

t the Cork and Galway game did
show up last week s how difficult 1t was to
gt past an excellent Galway full back
ling, Points galore are going to be what
wins it in fwo weoks' time,

Wi got one goal in each of the two finals
im 3022 and lost both games. Galway got
two past us in the league final; Kilkenn
gof one in the All Ireland. Most forw
lines won't get much change out of Cork's
defence either.

Thiere wene a couple of changes in thers
last weckend, but Cork's defence is hard
o break down and Libby Coppinger was
outstanding at number 3,

Saoirse McCarthy's three points in six
minutes were topdrower, Shie has a lovely
stvie and adds to it, oot pace, and necu-
racy. Cork won't be bothered by the de-
feat; they'll welcame it and it gives them
greater hunger for the showdoom.

Good news for Cork was the return to
piay of Qrin Cronin midway through the
soconyd half, her first appearance tiis sea-
son, Katrina and Pam Mackey are still
nursing medium term injuries,

& waltome return for Galway is Sarah

Dorvan, their highly dependable and ax-

Cork’s Laura Tracey tackles Galway's Sabina Rabbitte during the sides’ Very Camogie League clash at Pairc Ui Chaoimih. Picture: IRFHO Ken

Cork=-Galway
all to play for

i

perienced full back, two-time All-Ireland-
winning captain and seven-time All-5tar
defender.

The jury is still out as to whether
Miamh ny will Hne out for cham-
pinnship, it's filt she will. Heather Cooney
won't be avallable while Orlaith MeGrath,
Rebecea Hennelly and Ciara Donohe are
all still recovering from cruciate injuries.

Club All-Ireland victors with Sars-
fields, Maria Cooney, Sarah Spellman and
fin]:'han MeGrath are rehabbing ollser in-

LNriegs.

Galway goal scorer Allish O'Reilly
that it was a big plus to gei Dervan
back, “It's great to have her experience
back there again, her nee s huge.
She's good to go now. 1 don't Enow if shell
be playing in a couple of weeks, that'll be
up o management buf she's working hard
and to have her back in is a great boost.

“We're getting there slowly but surely.
Denis Kelly's Tipperary side ware
hugely despondent az two injury-time
podits firem Dentse Gaule, snatched a 0-14
IP.:.E;[H trivmph for Kilkenny in Mowlan

Gaule converted a firee to win the All-
[reland final last August and she wasn't
found wanting once more when presented
with twe apporiunities in the closing min-

Cork's Meabh Murphy and Galway's Niamh Hanniffy,

B | f

SuttenGl

{KPHO/Ken Sutton

utes. She had missed Cork's wiclory over
Kilkenny o forinight ago doe to a family
oeeasion.

There was never much between the
sides in a doglght. with the teams level on
nine occasions.

Tipp got the better start with points
from Eimear MoeGrath and Eimear Heffer-

R _

Julkanne Malone and Sophie O Twyer,
who scored eight points between them,
brought Kilkenny back level and it was
nip and tuck O'Dwyer delivered
from a free to make it 0-5 to 0-4 for the

Defonces were definitely on top. Hefler-
nan's second of her three points started a
run of four in seven minutes that moved
Tipp 0-9 1o 0-7 clear. Ganle and Malone re-
plied, and there was a further exchange of
seores before Calt Devane and Heffernan

provided.

Agpain, Brian Dowling’s Kilkenny dug
deap via a pair of Gaule scores. Tipp*
looked to have grasped a win wit
McGrath’s fourth polnt in the rﬁrﬂ mind
ute of infury time, but that was to reckon
without mununﬂeaaﬁ,mm
her tally to five and snabléd Kilkenny to
finish a largely forgettable campaign for!
them in the best pessible manmer.



Connacht Chairperson, Brian Molloy, has been elected as Uachtaran Tofa at Camogie Congress 2023 in
the Talbot Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary on 31* March 2023,

The announcement came on the first day of Camogie Association Congress, which saw over 150 represeniatives from every cousntry.
provincial councils and delegates from the association’s intermational units, along with Camagie Association Uachiardn, Hilda Breslin,

Beian Molloy, having grown up on the Longlord/Roscommon barder and having then lived fior over 20 years in Dublin {where ha met
his wile Viviannel, Brian and Tamily moved (o the West in 2006 and settled in the South Galway padish of Ballinderresn, With 2 young
daughiars in family, Brian naturally becams heavly involed in the ooal Camogie Chulb - starting off as vice-Chairperson and then
subsequently taking up the role of Chairperson of the club, He akso held the PRO and County Boand delegate positions, was Galway
County Board PRO and then Connachi Prosencial Council PRD before taking up his current rose o Ard Chombaine as Chair of
Connacht Council. He mamied those adminisirative roles with a large number of successful coaching and mandgimen reles dver

Odf the fietd Brian is very aware of the (very proper) heightened focus on good governance and stralegic management at the highest
level of all sporting organssations. He has buill up extensive business management experience gained over 30+ years in heghby
regulated industries acoss public and private sectors, This has positioned Brian ideally (o be able 1o take on the role of Uschiaran at
this time of significant change in our Association. He is also highly qualified in this area with a Masters in Business Administration
froem the University of Galway and he most recently successiully compleled the Lavel 2 Certificate in Governance [Spart lretang)
through the Institute of Public Administration,

Brian i passionately commitied to the continued development of our game and our Association. He believes that there ks an
excellent opportunity o sgnificantly grow our cluly mambership, within the éxisting traditional *Camogie couniies” and through
development of our gams in less traditional pans of the country. Participation for sl and the ragid grawth of our game a1 all kevels will
be the focus of his temee,

Brian &5 very commitled to the integration process and beliaves that the momantum that exisis al the mament will resull in the
unification of Camogle, Ladies Football and the GAA into a singular organtsation with full participation on an equal basis for women
and rmetn, Boys and girks,

On the announcement, Brian Molloy sald, *t am honoured (o be dlected as Uachtanin Tofa and | am grateful for the trust the
mambership has placed in me 1o lepd the sssecmiion. ['m very sware of the gxcellent work that has been achieved by my
preqdecessors and ook forward fo conlinuing the ongaing expansion and development of camogie at all ievels. Carmagie is one of the
Ieading wamen's spovts and plays an wnportant sociefal rolt in every community. | ook farward (o contributing fo the expansion of the
garmne both heve and overseas.  The futune is bright.”



Hannah Looney - More
than just a player

By Alanna Cunnane

ark's dual dynamae, Hannah Looney, sure knows how 1o swditch things on
when she takes to a gaelic football or camogie pitch, but more recently
she has also been enjoying some downtime outside of the lines of Gaelic

N

Games.
Living in Kilkenmny, working in Tipperary and veniuring back and

-~ ,‘«A forth between Dublin and Cork to eheck in with her girlfriend Miah and
her family back home, the Aghada and Killeagh club woman is no stranger to travelling,
Taking that to a major extent last year, she exchanged the rebel county for the Big Apple
and moved to New York city when an apportunity arose to work with M5SD as a chemical
engineer in October of 2021, where shi planned to stay for & year.

Armiidet the “whirledind™ of the transat lantic relocation, she tapped into the genenc
“starting point” for many Irish people when they land abroad and gt in touch with her
Gaelic Games contacts, and si-time camogie All-Star and fellow Leesider Oria Cotter.

=0nce | landed, | met up with her and her friends and they were all Irish and into the
GAM one way or the other, 5o just 10 have that kind of community and connection was
brilliant™ she says.

*|"ve no regrets about going and it was just suc h a great oppoertunity, | had to go for
it _ What I've learned from that experience is that | really want to go travelling and want
to live abroad and definitely back in New York that at some point, but wie'll see.”

Ancther lesson she picked up along the way was one thal had a slightly more
existential twang, concerning & question she later found to be a more commaon one
than she originally had thought- “Who am | outside of being a camagie player or a GAA
player?”

“It seems very silly on the grander scheme of things, but | suppose it’s not when
you're in it” she explains.

“They'd nearly be the first peaple
you'd call because there’s just that
special bond that you have when
you're playing with a group of people
with the same passion and drive for
something that, you know, it's very
hard to replicate in any in anything
glse in life”

“My best friends are in both
faotball and camogie and the GAA
somehow, so they're the people that
get you and the peaple that you turn
to If you're ever in trouble or need.”

She took back into fitness and i
nutrition preparation Stateside
befare wventuring back from The City

*‘When you're younger it's just the be
all and end all of everything, and it's funny
because you kind of think it's only yourself that
feels that way but this year chatting to other teammates, it's interesting that we all kind
of feel the same.”

=This was a great oppartunity to get out there and learn that I'm so mech mare than
obviously a GAA player. There's no doubt that it has been probably the biggest thing in
my life for as long as | know and helped me get to whire | am in other aspects of Ii1: bt
g0 still express myself outside of GAS was very important to lear,” L

The trip itself had an earlier than ¥
expected conclusion with the ever |
present yearn of returning to play in the
championship confarmed itself as an
*itch® Looney simply had to scratch, but
not before consulting a few “powerful
connections” that were forged on and off
the pitch,

Reaching out 1o yet ancther Lork
legend, Briege Corkery, 25 a sounding board
before she thought about making the leap
home in May 2022, Looney onoe again Cam
to be reminded of the “brilliant network of people” playing sport has afforded to her,

“If | ever needed advice on something like that, be it in life or be it in sports, the likes
of Briege, Rena Buckley, Gemma O'Connor, who you m ightnt have spoken to 107 years,
they'll always have your back”™ she says.

That Mever Sleeps to have another crack at Al ireland glory, and it was anything but a

enore. While in football, Cork LGFA were knocked out by Mayo in the quarter finals, the
camogie set up got agonisingly close to achieving the comeback of dreams for Looney
when they narrowly lost out to Kilkenmny on 3 ccare-line of 1-13 to 1-12 in the All ireland

final. Looney herseif scored a point on that o

ccasion while marshalling the midfield, and

despite the anguish of the ordeal is not opposed to coming back for more.

“11 feels like forever since we've walked up the steps of the Hogan Stand so it's
something | really want, and I'm ready 1o go for" she says.

“| suppose there's loads of pressures arol nd and trying to plan and schedule
everything that you need but once you're there, definitely, it’s worth It just to have the

crack and be with a group of like-minded peop

[,

Although she marks out that “travelling will be on [her] agenda at some point in the
future”, for now the Cork woman is limiting her mavement to the confines of Ireland, if
albeit sometimes behind so called ey ines.

“I've joined TJ Reid's gym up here in Kilkenny so | meet a few of the Kilkenny girls
passing in and out and there’s a bat af banter there, but no it's goed and Kilkenny is
actually lovely!”

=But yeah, I've a lot to balance between the football, camogie, work and persanal life
then but we'll get there!”

Gearing up for the 2023 season already, she says she is ready to “give it all a bash”™
again this year and temper the borders between the engineer, girlfriend, farnily member
and friend behind the phenomenal gaelic football and camogie player that is Hannah
Loaney.



Amy O’Connor - A proud
Cork player, an even prouder

Knocknaheeney woman

ad she taken a different path Amy 0'Connes would be off to the women's

World Cup in Australia and New Zealand this summer, or maybe in another

life wouldn't have played sport at all, but in this one she's a Cork stabwart

wio's looking v captain her side to All treland victory onoe again this year

Falling into camogie completely by chance, aged nine when a spare

hurl, helmet and sliotar became avallable, the four-time O"Duffy Cup
WInNer wias a sporting niche within her family
right from the start,

"It was total chance! My cousin had joined
the club and his mother had bought him all the
gear, but he had no more interest after bwo weeks
and 0 1t was all up for grabs. My mam was like,
ah, we'll try haer sure” and the rest is history”

D Connor describes,

"It was just genuine enjoymient that kept mea
coming back then.”

At underage level she toyed with the idea of
playing gaelic foothall and socoer, oven donning
a Rispublic of Ireland jersey on many an gocasion.

She helped the team to the under 19 Eurepean semi-final in 2014 armongst names now in
th bright lights of the international stage such as Katie McCabe, Chloe Mustaki and Clare

Shine, but ultimately always feund hersell yearning for her true passion - Camogie.

“When | was away playing soccer from Belgium to Horway to Macedonia and all these

mad places, all | couwld think abowt was that there'd be carmogie training that night back
at home" she says.

“I just 5o happened to be lucky that we had a good guidance councillor in the school
at the time and she told me about it, but | definitely think there needs to be more dore to
make sure people are aware that these programmaes ane thers to apply for.

“Some people might try to hide that they were from a disadvantaged school or area,
but | was very proud to be a beneficiary of them and they réally halped me throughout
college.”

Born and reared ina council-bailt estate in Knocknaheensy in north Cork city, she
explains how she never felt held back by stereotypes people might have associated 1o
e

“Those stereatypes don't represent me. Like yes | come from this area, but that's
stereptypes that you often hear and that’s not me at all." Both of my parents work hard,
my brother went to college and has a good job and all of that, 56 | was never bothered by
being called whatever in games because | knew myself that that didn't represent me” she
saYs

] lowe the aréa, It doesn't have the best reputation in the world but | love it and it's
wihere I'm Tram | know it like the back of my hand, the geings on that happen here, and

*Myself and Sarah Rowe, who plays for
Mayo and who was on that same team, were
of the same mindset with that. We'd be on another
side of the world talking about how Kilkenny might be playing Cork that weekend or
whativer it might be,

“ just truly loved playing camogie and that's why | picked it over anything else™

While 0'Connar explains that she perhaps didn't see the rise in women's soccer
“exploding” to the leved that it has so quickly, she believes that camogie's transcendent
mament to spur it further into the public consciousness may be on the horizon in the
coming years.

“There are 5o many factors that can go into the growth of a sport. Girls are golng to
see 3 ot of Denise ©'Sullivan and the Irish team this summer, we just have to make sure
they also see the likes of Hannah Looney or whoever it may be” she 53y,

“Every bit of exposure is important and hopefully there'll be a trickle down for
WOMEn's sport as a whole” she continues,

O'Connar now works with seftware company Workvivo as a senfor project manager
and 50 is well Familiar with the importance of laying out plans to achieve a goal.
Growing up she broke a mould in her area having studied pharmacy at JCC before later
completing a masters at the Royal College of Surgeons, and although now she admittedly
“doesn'tuse any of it", she believes it has helped shape her into the person she is taday.

“My secondary school was a DEIS school and 3o not as many people asin other
schools po onto University, although it is improving” O"Connor autlines.

“I got the Quercus schalarship to UCE for sports, and then | was also a member of the

Access Programme which was set up so that peopls from disadvantaged areas or schools
hawve the opporiumity to £ to college,

I wery proud to be trom here,”

A hoarmebird at heart, the one time all-star doesn't plan on leaving Knocknaheeney
anytime soon and still graces the pitch for her lecal junior club St Vincent's, alongside the
divisianal side of Ssandun, and is unfazed by the varying standards between the levels.

“It's totally different playing with 5t Vincent's, but | think the key thing people need
to realise is that when you're playing with Cork everyone has the same ultimate goal,
whereas when you're playing with your club at junior level not everyone's goals are the
same™ 0°Connor says.

"Same people are coming up to the field to get a break from their five children for
an hour, others want to win and others are coming 1o have a release after a stressful day
at work, .. if you take a step back you see it's okay to have those different goals and that
makes it a bit easier .

With the rebel county however their ambition Is a clear one- to taste wCtory once
again in the All Ireland final and undo the heartbreak of the last two years where they've
narrowly fallen short to Galway and Kilkenny respectively.

“We took it tough last year especially” the Cork skipper reflects,

*Ultimately you put your whale life, heart and soul into something and then at the
end of the year you literally have nothing to show fior it . When you win you get that
Feeling that you achieved what you set out to and now you deserve a break, but you
never get that when you're on the other side of it. You feel like you haven't done enough”
she says,

“At the end of the day no matter what happens it's going to come down to the puch of
a ball. In ane way then you do kind of have to say look, would | be at anything else? And
the answer would have to be no because we just enjoy it too much,

"That said though we've come very close, we just need to raise the bar another bit
o and who knows whene we'll end up by the end of the year.”

With a nice blend of youth coming through alongside their mainstays of Looney,
Ashling Thompson, Katrina Mackey and co, there's no doubt that with O"Connor at the
helm Cork are already well on their way (o take a serge ot 2073,
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sabina Rabbitte of Galwayin action against Laura Tracey
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the Very Camogle League Division 1A match at Pairc Ul Chaoimh In

Cork.

Picture; Edin Noonan/Sportshle

Must-win game for

Cork as Tipp

come in

after confident victory

SUNMDAY
Eleetric Ireland All-Ireland
Minor Championship:
Corlk v Tipperary,

Castle Road, 11.30am.
FOLLOWING on from thelr
draw with Kilkenny last
weokend the Cork minors con-
tinne their Electric Ireland
Championship campalgn
when they play host to Tipper-
ary on Easter Sunday.

Thiz iz a game that was 1o be
{he second in the ronnd robin
series of game bit was post-
poned due to bereavement in
Tipperary.

11 & must-win game for Cork
if they hope to secure a place
in the kst four, currently they
are an foilr points after three
games played having won, lost
and drowm o gamie,

Gabaay are top of the group
hoving woen thrae out of four
iamee, they lost out Iast wee-
kend to n Tipperary side who
are on six points having won
pwo games and losing one to
Kilkenny in a close contest
where just ong point separ-
ated] thee 2lcles,

Waterford are on three
plnts having last twoe games,
and won ong when they de-
feated Cork and with one
game to play against Tipper-
ary they are stil in the hunt
fior omee af the semi- final spots.
In the last round of game on
April 15/16 Cork will take on
Galway in Cork and Kilkenny
play Dueblin, were cork o de
feat Tipperary this weekend
they would be well positioned
going inte thelr last game
against Grlway.,

Tipperary will provide
tough opposition they hed an
imipnessbe (12 to 2-1 Win over
bl toppers Galway last wee-

Cork’s Emma Murphy in action
against Kilkenny's Tiffanie
.

Pictise: INPHOKen Sufton

CAMOGIE
» Mary Newman

kend, Celine Guinan, Emer
Dwan, Daniclle Ryan Kate
Ferncombe and Lucy Purcell
all impressing.

Cork were a little unlucky
pot (o take the thres point on
offer on Sunday last in Kilken-
ny, they looked to be in
trouhle #1 half-time but a
superb second half display
gaw them lead by a podnt 4s
the clock ticked towards full
time, however a late pointed
free from Kilkenny tied the
sides up but if Cork can bring
the same urgency into their
game this woekend that they
showesd in the second half they
pre more than capable of sa-
curing a much needed win,

SATURDAY
Very Division 2B National

League;
Cork v Wexford;
Oularth — the Ballagh; 2pm.

The Cork Division 2 sides

head to Wexford with their
lace in the Very Division 2B
nal already secured follow-

ing victories over Tipperary,

Galway amndd Kilkenny.

It's the last game in the
group series for both sides and
o win for Cork would put them
top of the group over Kilkenny
who have all their games
played but despite losing out
to Cork last week 1t is Kilken-
ny who advance to the final as
Gabway, Tipperary or Wexford
cnnnot cateh them.

For Wexford the game will
b all about getting a result to
avoid being in a relegation
batthe, evrrently both Tipper-
g{nsnd Wexford are on three

ks, Tipperary jl:l'.f Galway
iz woekend and o win will
gee them safe bik wers Wex-
ford and Tipperary to lose It
will bt v thires way tio at the
Iottom Dul that won't worey
Cork and 1h|.':%' will nse the
pame as part of their preEara
thom for theeir meoting with Kil-
kenny which is expected to be
on Sat April 15th.

Cork U16s

The Cork 116 A and B sides
are ont in Munster champion-
ship duties over the Easter
woekend, today Saturday Gih
the B side meet Clare in the

rovincial semi-final at gpm
i Casthe Road.

On Easter Monday, the
U16A team play Limerick in
the Munstor Championship
Final ot 2pen in Mallow.

Linda
Mellerick

FOR the first time in the history of the
Camogie Association there will be a male
preakdent in 2024,

While we wish Connacht chalrperson,
Brian Molloy, elected as Uachtarin Tofa
at Camogie gress 2023, every sucCess
in the position, 1 find it disappointing that
it 51t a woman that will lead the organi-
eation for those three years.

1 understand that it was difficult to get
wimen to rim for the office. It's a prestig-
jous position, but the work, travel and
events one has to attend as president is
gnormots, The announcement cami on
the first day of the Camogle Congress
which had 150 representatives from every
county, provincial councils and del
from international units, along with Ca-
mogie’s Uachtarin, Hilda Breslin,

Certainly, the association is in a
struggling position. They are battling to
fill vacancies and according to CEQ 5i-
reead MeMulty, this is having an impact on
thi: detivery of the ia.ﬂw_lagtm's national
rlt#‘nh:ap'rnt-nltdp]an.

Sinead sabd in her annual report ahead
of Congress that a competitive employ-
ment market §s posing a significant chal-
lenge for the association in the recruit-
ment and retention of staff. In total during
2022 {here was tumover in elght of the 20
staff positions within the assoclation.

That's 40%. 1 know the market is com-
petitive, but you need to be competitive
yourselfl in order fo attract. A couple of
the vacancies I saw advertised wone below
what [ would cxpect someone to be pakd
for- sueh roles in Dublin, 1% expensive o
1iwe i Dublin and the salary must reflect

<]

The Stoering Group on Integration
(SGIy of the Camogie Association, the
Gaclic Athletic Assoclation, and the
Ladies Gaelic Football Association, has
announced its intention to seck sub-
riizslons from eviery conniy bojrd achoss

all three nssockatlons as pard of 1ts on-

ot
e
H

@ ent and listening process.

The 61 willalso conduct a series of for-
mal meetings with a number of county
boards from across the three assoclations.
Starting in early May, this uﬂ-:tutjulﬁjm
phase of the listening process will bulld on
the encouraging pro which has been
reparted by the SG1. and which is chaired
by Iar-Uachtarin na hEireann, Mary
MeAlese,

The 5GI has reported positive levels of

gment and feedback from mestings
held to date with existing One Clubs,
Provincial Councils, Ard Chomhairie, and
also representatives of players from atl
three associations.

President McAleese also spoke via
video link to the annual congress of the
GAA and the LGFA in recent weeks and
was encouraged by the reception received
and also spoke at the Camogic con-
gress. Workshops were also held at the

Cork'sSorcha McCartan n action agalost Kilkenny's iffaie Fitagerald. Picure en uttnflpho

Battle to fill
top vacancies

e o

potential mmmhlmlaumm ﬁr Gﬂﬂuﬁ
being represented as an INlegra
pnrhlgj:;gg all of i bargmdupl
r b5 Fverm

The 5G1 Is made up of the three Uach-
tardns, Hilda Breslin CA,. Larry
McCarthy GAA, and Micheil Ham
LGEA. the three And Stifrthairt (
Mchulty CA, Tom Ryan GAA, and Helen
O'Rourke LGFA, Mary McAleese as chair
mdpn%:g by Mark Dorman.

Mem of all thiree organisations will
continus to be kept informed of progress.
S s thet s

OfL PrOcess
momentum that exists at the moment will
result In the unification into a singular or-
ganisation with full participation on an
“E“-lm Molloy, havi up on th
oy, hav EDowH Lo the

Lo rd.-’ltnsmmuﬁ‘border. to
the ¢ fn 2006 and ed in the south

©on ,ond th vided very usefitl Galway parish of Ballinderreen. With two
i ET::thﬂ‘hwr'w Eﬁﬁlﬂmﬂm E:I.':IIIIJE' danghters, Brian became heavily
discuesbons which have taken volved in the local Camogie club where

plives
have helped identify challenges on the
path to int tion. Howewer, thoy have
Al=o made ¢ the overwhelming bene-
fits of the move toward integration. The
jssue of equality has been prominent in
the discussions fo date and 50 foo, has the

he his held all roles in coaching and ad-!
mintetration. O the field, Brian s ve
aware of the helghtenesd focus on iﬂﬂ
governance and strategic nt at
the highest level of sport organi
smbions.
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#iﬂT“ﬂ:JhiiSH Emt Ireland All-Ireland Minor Cham-

Dm'rllngpht gh saw g last-minute free by Rachel
There were LAY secure a draw.

through, me excollent passages of play all

The hooking and p
locking or
fenders ww;u'ptrb. bt tndjlt ﬁgﬂlﬁﬂﬁgﬁ
tums.uramw 't mlﬂ:mwam h.ama?i.
ﬂ&tlum opening half saw . alded by the
- lh'nt:q.takenumﬂyl-md with unAnNSwWers
:nniml 15, one from Lauren Roman and two Dowling

i TSP o Cork ol e vt i

i

d

Dowling strikes late to d

- CAMOGIE
i Mary Newman

Cats keaper All Kennedy was solid, but o move in-
yalvi 5 ri, Emily O Donoghoe, and
Erinn aw tain fAnkshing O'Tonoghne’s
hm:l_-ﬂammlhbhﬂ: 11 binh.

Cork hit the front with a Niamb MeMabola point,
but the hosts feel with two Dowling firees.

Just beforo the break, Lauren Ronan finished
smartly though O°Donoghue convorted a Cork 45
Jjust alter as. who led 146 to 1-3 at e break,

On the restart, tho sides teaded points, but Kilken-
ey were four n front a3 the game entered the closing
guarter throngh Muirennn Gannon.

Caork sprung ineo e and grabbed five palsis withs
ail reply o go one in front, Sheppnrd, Kate

eny Cork minors victory

Rachel Dowling had Ellkenpy. back lovel with o

Trom L agakn edged Cork in front be.
mﬁhﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ;m -

I's still all to far s thee hunt for one of Hro fooar

spods continues, with diefeating

Galway which enstires {f will eoms daown to the wire,

“lmcmﬂ;wma_immﬂmu.tWH.um

Lo B Curinin 140, A,

S T T A 0P

fc A Carral, 8 Keer, T Meteath,

i L Rohan, C D, L

mﬂhhﬂmﬂlm.meﬁﬂmﬂ B
Crciwbiy bt K, Fonnaryy ol |

L o

ehir-Murtagh stretched the home sites
Fennessy, O Donoghue, and sub Grainne Finn. Reeferes: hustn Mofoenan tWiodond:

ALL ABOUT EVE!

Sinnott’s point secures title for Carlow following tense tussle
ByAoifeEnglsh [ o, - -

CARLOW were crowned Very Len
Cm‘lﬁiﬂl! Division 34 -:hampin?m }'r_'lg:l:?
day after a parrow 0-8 to (-7 victory over
Armagh at Darver,

Hero of the hoar was Eve Sinnott when

she pook & pass from Elennor Tracey and
Tound the posts from distance for the win-

-

ning score. It was a point to o any
cccasion and, after leading m i
into the final qfum*::r. !:.urh:t}.v hreatﬂ a
mizaive sigh of reliel.

While the flags blew s ¥ across the
pitch, the conditions still favoured the
team plaving towards the 4 i it}
end of the ground” Armagh probably
didn’t make the most of the wind when

ﬂ-ﬁ}- hﬁ' it: in m:iﬁmmtujf.
a fedsty ng wo rs,
Catherine %nugh for arluwp:mf
's Clarrad Devlin were tested bat
dealing with dropping balls wiile they
ing v COPRITIE B ¥
both had to deal with loose ball in the

small square.
Points from Leanne Donnelly and

Eimear Sm ummmmm
lovwe almaost found the net bat Kel-

Iy's first time pull went wide of the
left-hand u . Those of chances
waore few and batween with defences
very much on top. It was no surprise at
the end of the game that it was a defender
who took the of the Match award

and while Carlow's Rachel Breen got the
nod, there were a number of players wiho
hﬁ;nbngm.ﬁﬂ:r:dm.m

ear Byrne opened the Carlow
pccount when she collected a short
free from Anna Breen and rifled

: - e _..-l'"‘l:l
MARGINS: Carlow playors celebrate clinching the Division 3 final after their close battte with Armagh
threatening to sweep their rivals A chances but found Carlow in no

h menters discussed mat-

DITELS o
Lo Ewallh

the ball over the bar. Ciara Quirke  off their feet. But while they were  ters, the substitution was mood to concede. While Tra
used all her rience when craft-  winning rees the wind made it dif-  delayed and Merry made their Phﬂrdimﬂurﬁlﬂﬁghliuﬂﬂ Gl
ing the equalising point and the ficult and they shot a number of up when flashing over two  the full-time whistle care on the sl ol
eventual winners went in front wides. Devlin saved well from paints in quick o One of  puc It wasa & of inches  alin..
when Eleanor Treacy converted a  Tracey and Carlow were unlucky  those was the lead point. and the former All-Ireland juniop P
45, The half-forward enjoved a pur-  when Cacimhe Jordan locked setto  Carlow dug deep and forced a45.  champions prevailed. -
ple patch when she added twomore  scare but play was stopped for an~ From the resultant placed ball,  Meanwhile, Tyrone clidmed the -
ints from play with Jennifer to an Armagh player. Tracey made no mistake to level  Division 4 title after the exhibition
rry replying for Armagh when 1’z first poant put her side the game with two | of nor-  of point scoring sow off & gallant 2
she raised a white flag. _ three clearand it looked a2 if itwas  mal time left, The silverware could  Mayo effort mmeymMni.r. between two evenly matehed sides
The scoreboard had Carlow in  Carlow’s to lose. For Armagh, have gone either . Then up  Key scoring from Lara Devlin - with captain Siobhin Donnelly cdi-
but l.E F— lﬁ%aﬁm from mﬁwﬁhg h'l.'l::ududﬁl Flali1} E.Iﬂl.. bt o mmﬂﬁ i & Kt 5 e
. ¥ a Red Hand success. her ecstatic team-mates. Lara Dev-
that it wasactu-  the Juest bafiore ahe There still time for heartbreak clazh, pla in Joe Fi i
0-5to 0-3. nalled to be substituted, Rachel  for Armagh with Doyle pulling her  Memorial Pa'rE ln%lf-cuﬁ‘h:: h&t?fﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁ{ﬂ;:ﬁ
started the second half Merry tacked on a free. While shot just wide. They had mroe meath was o game of high quality  pointz,
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WINNING FEELING: Waterford celebrate their victory over Wexford in the Camogie League Division 18 Final at FBD Semple Stadium, Thurles, See pagesd9.  Ficure: Inpsey/Eien Brady

Morrison goals help
Cork minors Tipp
and seal semi spot

= 210
Tipperary 1-4

CORK secured thelr place in
the Electrie Iretand Minor All-
Irekand camogie semi-final b
beating a Tipperary side still
mieech in the hunt fora plivee In
the last four, The game was
played in Castle Road on Sun-
day morning.

In a tough opening hall,
Cork plaved against the
atrong wind, going to the
dressing room trafbing by just
bwo points,

Tipperary made a good
start, with two poinis from the
abick of the impressive Celine
Guinan, but Cork respomnded
with two Emily O'Donoghue
froes,

Guinan edged the visitors in
feont with a point, before a
Danjelle Ryan geal on 18 min-
ittes helped Tipp open up a
foar-point lead.

Cork finished the half
strongly, Kate Fennessy and
Emily O'Donoghue scoring to
meake it 3-8 to 03 ot the inter-
val,

Cork were level inside four
minules of the restart and
they put the Tipperary de-
fence under huge pressure,
but a Danielle Byvan point
from & free edged Tipperary
berele im front.,

Cork's work rate was huge,
with Millie Condon imprs-
sing az theyv began Lo wear
down Tipperary around the
abidillie

As the game entered the
Nnal qunrter, Cork took a Nirm
grip, Emily O'Donoghie soor-
Ing a 45 to lvvel matters, From
here on it weas all Cork: Thiree

nlnts without reply from
& L:rn :'llnrrtaml. Millie ‘%;'n.?u
on, and an O'Danoghng
haud Cork three in front with
five minutes remakning.

CAMOGIE
» Mary Newman

MNow pushing for home.
Cork wore ot going to be de-
nied, two Ciara Morrizson
goals finishing the game as a
contezt and ensuring Cork,
with a game o go against Gal-
way next weekend., are

l]u!'m:gh irrespective of the re-
sult,

03 {0=-2 458}

Cork: C Lane; M De Burca. § Hurdey, ©
0" Donoghue: O Cromin, L Duniea, E
Duigrain; M Condon, A Filzgesald; A
Sheppand, C Massison, M MC Nabola: K
Fennezzy, E O Donoghuss, G Finen.

wﬁf{mnﬂmd A O Sul-
Ivan for mﬁﬂ e SO
Doroghun(Bi), [
H Higaly for b Do BurcadSd).

Maahan kor M {400, E Foaeiln
for O Rymn (<30, € Browne for E Dwan
(55}, A Malarick for W Fronks. (S5, A O

Main tor A Ftzgeratd [ €51
Aat: Ray Kply {Kidwe),

Cork 1-18
Wexford 0-8

Already qualified For the 2B
league final, Cork trivelled to
Woexford for a meeting with
the home slde. ‘They topped
the group over m‘ﬂm-'ph}md
Eilkenny. who they will met
in the final.

An Acibhinn Kidney firsi-
half goal gnve Cork a 1-5 b6 0-5
interval lead and, sdding io
thoir tally, they man out com-
fortable winners. The home
pido needod to win fo aveld o
relegation play-off:

CAMOGIE
Very Camogie Leagues Div 18

finalz
- Walnrford 1-22 Wasderd 146 Div

Picture: Jim Cooghlan
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Watertord captaan Lomaene Broy and her team-
mated celebrato afted thetr Veary Malanal Camogle
Loagus Danshon 1B Final win aves Weslond in
SAale Stadisim, Thaerles o Sl Sed pages 2-4
far tull covarage. 1 . | Briram

Waterbord capiain, Lormaine Bray, making a specch
1fter ber side’s Leagure Finad win ower Wexdoed

Hida Bretlin, Pregdent of the Comogie Association protin iy
the Player ol the Match swand G Watocfords Be10 Caton

Yory Camagis Leaguss Divislon 1
finat Gabwary 213 Cork 1:12- Dbl
shom 24 finsl: Koy 014 Meath §0-13;
Divishon 38 Smai: Corkc 1:7 Kilmnny
1.7, Dhviglon J8 final; Anirim 1-5
Clarg D:8,




Courceys

star Saoirse
McCarthy can
add to her
impressive
medal haul
this weekend

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

SARA Hayes is Courcey Rov-
ers royalty, A local legend. She
played in NINE All-Ireland
senior camaogpie finals, winning,
FIVE. She was also a coach to
current Cork senior Sanirse
McCarthy = and Hayes cérain-
Iy left am impression,

‘Evervthing Sara said, | took
it as gpospel, Saoirse says,

*She was our coach when we
wan the U16 B county title, and
they are the memorices that you
make wihen vou grow W,

‘Having role models like
Sara in the club ... she was a
Cork sendor, she played in all
those big games, she told me
what [ pecded to do and what
to expect if 1 was going to be
sucoessful,

The torch Hayes held has
been passed onto the next gen-
eration. These days it's Saoirse
andd Fiona Keating who fiy the
Courcevs Mag ar the highest
lewel, and bath will be ey play-
ers for Cork in Sunday’s Very
Camogie League Division 1A
final against Galway at Croke
Park.

There will be a familiar ex-
odus from Ballinspittle and
Ballinadee on Sunday moming,
cars pointing towards the capi-
1al, as Couceys support two of
their own in Cork's quest towin
a first Division 1 league erown
since 2013,

That support from home
means a lot. When the Cork
defender won her first Camogie
All-Star Avward in ke 2022 Sao-
irse (just the second Courceys
player 1o win an All-Star, join-
ing Kachel Moloney in an ex-
clusive club) quipped hall the

parish was at the awards cere-
mony Lo support the Courceys
contingent. Fiona Keating was
shortlisted for an All-Star.
Ashling Moloney won her first
Soaring Star Award after-an

FECRE Ry

i L L e S

impressive campaign with the
Cork intermediates,

Great times for a club whose
stock has risen in recent years,
helped by the huge and historic
breakthrough at senior county

leve] in 2020,

“‘Winning the county in 2020
was a dream come true for the
club: it was the end result of a
lot of hard work throvgh the
years, Saoirse savs.

*That was the first county
(senior) tithe and it was really
special. Everything after thar,
all the awards and success we're
bringing 1o the club, that's all
dawn to the hard work that

Saoirse McCarthy in
actioninthe 2022
Al- Ir._._I |r||||| ||

went in when we were younger.
The club hmm well, es-
pechally underage.”

Sagirse htlpﬂi to bring an-
other.medal into the parish on
Sunday evening if everything

Twomey Great Cronin is back, but we won't

BY GER McCARTHY

DELIGHTED to have Orla
Cromin back in action for Cork,
manager Matthew Twomey in-
sists they won't risk too much
toa goon from the Enndskeane
SLar.

Cronin came off the bench
in Cork’s recent Very Camo-
i Leapgue Division 1A clash
against Galway 1o make her
first appearance of the season,

She endured an injury-rid-
dled 2022 campaign, missing

the entire league and playing
in only three championship

games before deciding o step
back from the panel. So while

is thrilled to have the
2022 All-Star back, he won't

Coricstar Orla Cronin.

-ﬂni'l her comeback either,

‘Ol Cronin, on her day, is
probably one of the best players
in the country, Twomey stated,

“"When you watch her playing,
she just glides around the pitch,
Orla was a massive loss to s

fully there, fitness-wise,

Justyet’ - Matthew
Twomey, Cork manager

last vear. She is still working her
way back. While Orla is availa-
ble for selection, she is not fully
there, litness-wise, just yet,

“The differenee in her over
the last couple of weeks has
been unbelievable, Juse hav-
ing Crla around the panel, out
training with us, s fantastie,
We want 1o make the most aof
thet,

‘At the same time we need o
mind Orla and make sure we
don't rush her back too fast.
Right now, it is absolutely bril-
liame having Orla back.”

Whether Cronin features or
not in Sunday’s Division 1A fi-
nal against Galway at Croke
Park remains to be seen, but
her return strengthens a Cork
side that is also missing Ashling
Thompson and Katrina Mack-
ey, Sunday is alse o chance for
Cork to pick up some silver-
ware and cap an encouraging
league that saw the Rebels win
four games belore losing their
final group match (1-11 vo 1-10)
to this weekend's opponents,
Galway. In Cork’s defence they
wiere already through o the

league final before the game
with the Tribeswomen. Cork
won't need reminding that Gal-
way also won the 2022 league
final between the two esunties
a5 well,

“The players werne disappait-
ed to lose that league game kst
month and in the manner they
bost it,” Tweomeey said.

".[‘hr.-;r traimed extremely
well since, Galway are a quality
side and very experienced. Af-
ter Tipperary lost on the Sat-
urday, they needed to come to
Piirc Ui Chaoimh and win. To
be fair to them, they got bt

“We are looking to atane for
that loss but it is 8 league final
(too). When you are there, you
WANT B3 put in a performance

as much for yourself. We keep
saying it will take a good team
to bear vs if we put in a good
performance. Anything less
and we will be in trouble”

That solitary league defeat
b Galway aside, Twomey is
pleased with the level of con-
sistency delivered by his pan-
el 50 far this season. Difficult
thallenges have been overcome
including a gutsy win in & plhys-
ical contest away to Tipperary
and terrific scoring (23 points)
at Kilkenny. Make no miscake,
Cork are in decent shape and
there is much to be positive
aboant irrespective of Sunday's
RO,
lot of things from last year,



goes 1o plan i the league fi-
nal. As sueeessiul as she has
been — her moedal hawl ks pretoy
impressive, already — the Cork
wing back doesn't have aleague
medal in her collectbon, yet
That could change on Sunday,
but Saoirse is quick o

point out the O'Duffy Cup s the
trophy that Cork really want.
“You always want to win
whsen you go to Croke Park and
WO & want to win finals,
she tells this week's Star Spart
Podeast,

"We don't hang our hat on
the league either. If we don’t
come away with the trophy

on Sunday we're not go-

ing to be devastated, The

All-Ireland isn't wan in

Agpril, We will do our best,

1Ty to put in a performance

and we'll stick to our prin-

Cork have been the form
team in the league. They
hammerad Dublin (3-17
to 0-5) and Clare [Z-15
i 1-10) before twonway
wins against Tipper-
ary (1-14 to 1-12) and
All-Ireland champi-
ons Kilkenny (0-23 1o
1-10}. The Rebels did
lose their final group.
game to Galway (1-
Il oo 1-10) = Sacirse
scored (-3 = bt had
already guaranteed
their place in the final
before that game.

Courcey Rovers' duo Ashling Malorey and Sacirse McCarthy enjoying the 2022 PwC
Camogie All-Stars Awards at Croke Park.

- =

‘Everything Sara
(Hayes) said, Itook it
a—SSauhse McCarthy

Sunday’s shewdown is an op-
portunity for Cork to end their
recent Ioging streak in finals
at Croke Park. They have bast
thie Bt rwo All-Treland finals,
to Gahway (2021) and Kilkenny
(2023}, o= well as the league
decider to Galway last season.
Cork lost those three finals by a
eombined eight points, so that
shows they're not Faravary from
rigalning top spot. Saolrse has
described lagt season’s All-lre-
land final loss (1-13 ta §-12) as
heartbreaking, and they know
theyre mot far from the sum-
it

*I did fieel kst year that there
weren't many stones feft un-
turned so you are left asking
what more vou can actually do,
Sanlrse says.

"W have a psychologist with
us this year and she is deing
greatwork, and maybe that was
an aspect of our game that we
were [acking. Hopefully those
extra few percent will make a
difference and get us over the -
line becaise we ane very close.

rush her too fast

Toomey s,

'Weq'hm had to adapt but
a couple of big wins at the
start {of the league). We are
most happy with our play-
ers character: It is very casy
when playing a new system [0
get side-tracked if things go
pgainst you oF [enms outwit
your. My management and [ are
very happy with the way the
are sticking to the gams
plan and our new System. That
sigde of things is what you wint
tor get out of the league. We
fisel that we have a very SIFong
panel this year even though we
are currently down a good few

players due toinjury.
“The players that have come
iy lave made a name for them-

sebves. [t 15 goang (o be very hard
to dislodige those players from
the starting texm. That is ex-
acthy what any MANAEET walls,
Prﬂhlpknﬂlhepmtlfﬂhlimfﬂl‘
a starting place. Cork has that
rhis wear,

S0 there i plenty at stake
when tea teams who know one
another well elash at Croke
Park an Sunday, Twormdy wants
0 502 a positive response [rom
a strengthened panel desper-
are to end a run of consecutive
AlEIreland final bosses ater this
SIEMIMET.

‘Everyone knows that you
now meed more than 20 players
o win an Al-Inelansd, e sadd.

“We dralved in o couple of
pew players (rom pur interme-

diate panel because we were
dewn on numbers. Those play-
ers have increased competi-
tiom.

"We are hoping that we get
things right. There is still a lot
af wark to be done which
is great. Cork s get-
ting an opporiuni
ty 1o go to Croke
Park and test play-
ers out. Sunday
i= n great oppar- |
tumity for those |/
plavers to shine
and do what |
they lave been
doing week in
and wesk out (v
on the frain- 8

ing pitch.

“I'vere §s a little bit of huck in
it e bt yone have tomake your
e uek s well, W'l contin-
we o work hard and hapefully
things will come right for us,”

MTU Cosk student Sanirse
has already ited & mrophy this:
year, captaining her college o
Purcell Cup colleges” glory in
February, and the 22 year old
i mo stranger o big games. In
01 & shee won All-Lreland camao-
gie titles at minor, ntermesdi-
ate and senior levels. She has
played in All-Ireland and league
fimals, and won a county sens
final too.

I don't really get nervous. 1
weosld have before. [ get excited
meore than amything: 'm excit-
ol move o just g out and pliy
the game, she says, but Sanirse
does have a few superstitions.

“We have 1o wave at nlm:
magpies! Mysell and Fiona
this thing if we ever knocked
down a magpic in the car we
have o morn nnd Fo lome, there
i v point going on! Myself and
Molly Lynch have this thing
we do in the dressing-room -
ghe haz a foam roller and she
haz to foam rodl my shoulders
because one time we didn't do
it, we lost]”

Superstitions aslde, Sanirse
Is confident Cork will produce
a performance worthy of the
occasion on Sunday. The league
has been a success for Cork,
regardless of Sunday's game.
Cork boss Matthew Twomey

has added the strength o his
panel that he wanted — 2022 mi-
nioes like Oriaith Cahalane and
Apdle Healy have same in and
made an impact, The return of
En-ht:mnmimhfmuhm [ game
againsy Galvway is a boost oo,

W hawve got what we wanted
outof the keague —we are in the
final 50 it has been successful

that way, We are only looking
for performances,’ she says,
knowing too that when Cork
and Galway mest in the open-
ing game of the Glen Dimplex
All-Treland Championships at
the start of Jupe, there will be
meare on the e, Still, this Sun-
day is the chance for Cork 1o kxy
down a marker and fire a state-
ment of intent, and Courceys’
contingent will be key.

Corls manager
Matthew Twomey.

Limerick win
first Munster
U16A title

Munster H16A camogie
Limerick 28
Cork 13

Therese O'Callaghan

Lirmorick made history at Mal-
bow veaterday clalming their
first Munzter U1BA camogie
mrnlpiumhhp thtbe, Diarmuid
Fyan's charges bed from piliar
to post, Caltlin Byan showing
thie way with 1-6

Groct Hegarty opencd tholr
aceaunt kn the soventh minute

i from play. Ryan flred over a
| free, o

by the 10th minute
the girls in green wore 0-3 fo

| nll ahead, Aoibhinn O'Conmor

with thalr third point.

A huge Byan free [Modm the
&5 mitre line thon hopped in
the sguare and nbe dhe e, 1-3
o 0-1 after quarter of an hoiir,

Ally Mulkerrins was Cork’s
'tnfi:urst threat, and her fine
solo paal in the Zist minte,
added to 0 Lanra Walsh poini
ot them wp el running,

Byvan slotted ancther froe
for Limerick but deop in stop-
page, Mulkerrins goalled to
leave it 1.4 to 12 at hall-time,

An early goal from Laura
Flynn gave Limerick the idonl
restart, Thres excellent Byan
freas left i82-7 to 1-2.

In the S50 minute Ava
MeAnliffe added to the Cork
tnlly but at this stage Limarick

the result secured
B In the Ul6A Shiekd, Clare
dofeated Waterford 0210 to 0-5.
Eﬂrlrl:ﬂ" I.lh_;:'l-lai:: C H‘ﬂwﬂi
s}, & Fhynn (1-04, G Hegany
O Genner (9-1 #ash],
Seoreen lor Cork & MuSceming [1-1). L
s andl A Mekifio jiee) (01 gach]
LIMERICK: E Dohety (Troaty Gasls); O
tﬂ&um :Hnnck-ldlr:rl-.l M LEG-FE:E:
gret Si Ru‘l'ﬁl: Sf-udh I'Twn#ﬁm-
s, E ODoncvan (Backeock B, E
Wiulina. (Rdane, Caplic M Homan [hies-
cadse Pt G Ryan (Ha Parsaigh), G

ibanakeery, M Geary 38 Fara-

LB (Patrickewell; & OFCaon-
nai (B, L Puos Bohed, B
¥ Clrhy

Subs used: A O Sultvas Hu;m
], E iy {Knockacemy).
wﬂhﬂ-ﬂm.ﬁﬂwml..l
Muiray [Ma Puanssighl, G WoCosmack
Hﬁhﬂ Ieubcpanen: (Granagh Bal

Goading
A Bhslpming, (5t Calhenin'sl,
Swbs used: J Murghy (Bleckiocks, C

S o e



PRI Amy 0'Connor was amember of

the remarkableunder-18 sh

- soeoer squad that beat Spain,

. Swedenand England to top their

| groupatthe 2014 European
Championships. Frolaerapt Dian
Sheridan;inpha

u

You're almost grieving because you
dedicate so much of your life to it

Mary

Hannigan

Cork captain Amy O'Connor
has no regrets about

choosing her first love
Camogie over soceer

racy O"Connor and Muala 0°Sulli-

i st b worn ot froem congrat-

8 ulating cach ather on their daughe

m'mngﬁmumn they meet
upwhile our ing in knocknaheeny,

Adrer all, Tracy's el Amy i= the captain
of the Cork camogie team, as four senior
Al-Ireland medals to her name, ag well an
Al Star, amd o heap of club hopeurs, Not (o
imention all the fimes she played underage
Footisall for the Republicof Ircland.

And Nuala's young one Denise only
went and earned her 100t cap for Ireland
in Teams st week,

“Yeah, her mother meets my mam every
tay in the supermarker,” Amy (F'Connor
laughs, "o they regularly chat about it all

We were delighted for Denise - Jesus,  capt

she's' brilliant. It's some achievement
when you think about it, 100 caps - and
she's still young (249). she has a long time

O'Connor has probably been asked
whether she hos any regrets about piving

i foatball for camogie a3
many times as O°Sulli-
van has played for
hier country.

. The answer had
always been the
same: none.
Cansogie was her
first love, so nore-
grets at all. Al- B
though... “Do 1 §
think about the
what ifs? Probably ©
not too much,” she
says. “Bug every now
and then when I watch :
thim on telly, yeah, you'd
fove a game of balll But no, L!'m]
very happy with my decisson,

Under-19sguad

('Connor was a member of the remarka-
ble under-19 Trish squad that beat Spain,
Sweden and England o wop their growp at
the 2014 European Championships, be-
fore being ousted al the semi-final stage by
the eventual winners the Netherlands - in-
spired by a hat-trick-scoring youngster by
the name of Vivinnne Micdema,

“She was a cut above the rest,” recalls
ﬂ'ﬂnnrmrud’llm.ﬂ.rsinﬂmm.an af
the game’s greats, above every-

elee on thag pitch. There ws nobody
ﬁm&nh.mlmamuﬂhmm Mor-
way,” O'Conaor [aughes.

“When vou look back, we would have
played England quite a bit, and you think
of Leah Williamson (the current England
nin} and what she went on todo.

“1 actually think lrish football has really

enelitsd from the success of this English

team hecause it's so chose, it's sa relatable,

wesee lhemon :-:l}ar.hhiﬁll'smﬂhfhﬂw-
the pamse o Ireland.

i mh:[ the 18-strang Irish squadd that

competed in thar 2004
[oUrnAament went on 1o
become senior inter-
nationals, including

' captain Katie Me-

. Cabe.Once O'Con-
" nor's call-ups
started clashing
with  camogie,
she opted for
o county  rather

than ecuntry,

O"Sullivan wis a
~ conpleol years ahead
" of her in the ranks. bt
* they hod played on the
same team at under-14 kevel.
Shve has nothing but good memo-
ries of the Irich midfielder.

“You know, as brilliane as Denise is on
the pitch, she's equally brilliant off it,”
O'Connor saya. " 've never heand anybody
sava bad word about her. She deserves eve-
rything she gets because of the amount of
wﬂlﬁ:ﬁu she putsin.

“Knocknaheeny is just 20 prowd of Den-
e O Sullivan,”

O'Connor i hiping o add to the Cork
City suburl's sporting roll of honour on
Sunday when she caprains her county in
the Very Division 1A league final agaimst
Galway at Croke Park (live on RTEZ,
throwe-in 1.50pm].

Galway beat Cork in Tast year's final,
then beat then by a point lasgmonth in the
final round of matches in the group stage
ofthe . angl will be Cork’s opponents
inthir jonshipopener n June,

Is O"Connor sick af the sight of them?
“We do always seem (o end up playi
Galway,”she h?m.%themm are al-
ways o competitive we tend to bearna Bt
about ourselves, 5o obwiously that’s a very
pood thing, But yeah, we know each other

very well at thas stage, ™

Cork were no strangers to pain in 2022,
nlnngwiththalﬂelmthmﬁu;nm@
er, they lost to Kilkenny by a point in the
All-Ireland final. There wasa lot of healing
tobe done.

“Unbessyou'rein thecircle, people don't
really understand. You're kind of almmost
grieving because you dedicate so much of
rnurll[em[t..“-ﬂ'ﬂmmrm{:uu.

“But | always try 1o think then that

there's more important things i life. and |

that tends 1o belp you get over it a bit. But
veah, on the day or the week, it duﬁg‘:
help veith the disappoiniment too much.

Losing finals )
It i% 10 years since Cork won the league o-
the, losing three finals since then. the last
sueeess coming a year before O'Connor
made her senior debut. By her reckoning,
only two of the current panel, the Mackey
rwins. Katrina and Pamela, have a leagoe
winner's medal to their name, 0 she
thinks it's about time the county added 2
17th title to their collection. ;
She concedes, though, that it won't be
easy for camogie to increase its profile in
the months ahead, with so many compet:
ing codes and major events in ¢ e sched-
ulie, But ©°Connor hopes it can ride the
wave of the heightened profile of women's
sport, nor beast the one currently being
surfed by her former comrades.
"Thg-rc‘sgm,gmh:n}umﬂmusmw
Irish wormen's soccer team over the next
couple of months, bur hopefully women's
sport as a whole, including camagie. will
be able 1o tap i o and benefit from that,
OYConnar
Hﬂ'rmma'::ﬁmfdhttambilhnlshuﬁng
Plualn mngr&lﬂuh.l-Trm'y in their local
Knocknaheeny supermarket on Monday

morning afier Tracy's ET CAPEALGS
Cork to their fin in a decade.
Worn out, the e,




Croker hoodoo

ROKE PARK has be-
come something of 21
house of pain for Cork
CATOE S,
2022 All-Ireland final,
beaben by a poing.

2022 League final, 2 s
point interval lead fnlshes as
o four-polnt loss,

2021 All-Iretand final,
beaten by thies,

Even for the newar
members af Matthew Two-
mey's panel who have grad-
l.mtri-f Frll.-lrr_: l]:n.-] intermediate
ranks, thdr sole experionoe of
GAA HE) is the :llsup:];:u-mt-
el endired when coming
ottt on the wrong shde of last
visr's All-Trelomd intermesdi-
ate decider,

Cork’s run of defeats at the
bl howse 15 a far ory from the
o 50 progressive devs of the
recent past when the sole ont-
ing camogie plovers were af-
forded at Croke Park each
year wis on All-Treland Anal
Sunday.

Those were davs Cork
rarely came avway disap
pinted from.

Of he Nve consecutive fin-
als contested betwesn H014-18,
all bar one ended with the
O Daffy Cuap at the front of the
Cork bies,

Bt the bakanee of powoer
has sinee shifted. Galvway amnd
Kilkenny haventt just closed
the gap on the Leesidors.

thiey ve stoben o march ot
front. The pair haone shared

Paul Keana

Cork captaln Amy O'Connor
has Insisted that fmiliarity
hasn't bred any sort of cone-
tempt when it comes to their
pegular mestings with Gal-
Wil

'I!:Ihn monnties will meet at
Croke Park on Sunday 08 re-

of 1nst year's Wery Canmd-
ﬁﬁmﬁmm Loagnee top fight
ibecider,

Galway came oul on top &
year ago, as they did when the
sides miet In the 20621 All-Ire-
tand final, while more re-
cently the westerners beat
Cork by a point In the final
round of group games o se-
cure this weekend's finl
place,

They will meet again in
garly June in the first round of
the Champlonship wihen they
elagh in g Group I opener.

From O"Connor’'s point of
view, It is a healthy rivalcy
that has helped to develop
both counties.

“1 think It's really Import-
amt to meet teams ke Galway
often,” snid four-tinse All-Ire-
land winner O Connoer.
“They‘re a quality side,
ey e really et ¥ aWare
anad tlsey pose guestions of you
that other opposition gy e
might not, and [ think you
loarn from that, By playing
against & u;,ui:il}* g':_':“:m:n
that, you pick wp X
‘l'heg'i:c really physically fit
and just a big eann 17 LErE
their strength. So (1l only
benefit us playing guality
gumes like that.’

That one-paint loss to Gal-
way late last month Wwas
rork's only reversil of the
APk,

IH:rlllhl'hll'l'c!-'. were in a good

gioe.” salil (' Conir. =Weve

added guite a bit of our panel

thiz yaar. We have young,

fresh talom ﬂngjjn!jfnmtﬁ-
kL

then we obv . 'Igrin as woll,

We're working hard on the

Wery Camogee Division 14 Find

Cork v Galway

T: UmmREER

Eoghan Cormican

thi Last four championships
amd efpht leagzes.

Cathal Marmors Galway
chase barcl-to-back glory in
the Lafter competition tomor-
row aftermoon, The Tribe-
Avemen, no maore than the
Jones Road vonie, E:L‘m m1l11=
i pEpretant a1 asslgnmen
Cork have been imable (o {ig-
ure out in recent tmes.

Tha kast four knockout fix-
tures hetween the coumtics —
2015 Adl-Trelan semi-final,
#2 Leagne 2emi-final amd
AllIrekand final, ancd 2022
Leagnae fimal — all had mareon
oorher visrdicts.

And =0 tomorrow’s kuygme
clmax ot Croker iz of simnifl-
cant importance to Cork fora
number of reasins.

There's thie chance (o mab a
first Wt of eational sitverware

im flve years, the chamnoe to
repssert themee]ves ngainsd
the new order, anmnd, arguably
mist of the lot, a
chanot to ensure the County's
retationship with Croke Park
o finals aftermoon doesn’t de-
velop into some paychatogical
stumbding block,

“1 think it is important for
this grovp of players to got
over the line In Croke Park in
o fimal,” corner-back
neabh E-l;ltnhm-“Wn':u\;

Layred Gealveay & mambar
E.anmfur the vears and they
bt julat gt Lhie botter of s in
Croke Park the last coaple of
O TPy S vpet o okt

THE AN 1 L

g, Cahalume arid
}rur Cork teammates will -
turm toe HE) Later in the
summaar for the All-Treland
semi-final doublo-hendet.
Tyl likoe to eake thnt four-
ney with happy memories of
Sonday’s irip. The flipside of
that is (o hiead back up thers
hardened by four copsscutive
final cdefeats. 1

* Ak a collective, it is import-
ant that wenregolngupwith a
Belief that we can win, and
then if we do win, that defl-
nitely gves you confidenoe i
wail hopelinlly return there
Eator I thie year for an All-lre-
Iand sermi-final. It wowld defi-
nibely glve youl that bit of com-
fort knowing that that is i the

hank. )
“We had n positine loagoe

Keiry co-captains Sara Marphy and Godagh

campalgn ane it would top it
all ol i we wera Lo b snccess-
ful on Sunday, 1 would give s
a 1ot of confidence going for-
ward and poing back up there
in the fufare.”

A positive leagese they Bave
indeed hadl. Considering fovir
players wene logt 1o cruckate
Lignmetit injurtes, ncluding
Ashling Thompson and Clara
O Sulibvan, Cork powersd on
nimperinrbed

Among the younper persn-
el confidently stepplng up in
tlvelr stead has heen Meahh's
vounger dster Orialth.

Called into {he senior i
on the o in o last Jub's Al
Ireland semb-final, the teen-
aper has impressed at corner-
foreard (his spring:

“It is greal to see her irans-
tion fromm o minar to senior
plaver,’” snid tle big sister.

“1t is m big step. but withina
couple of nsonihs you can seo
that she's mahring into the
ol

“Wa chal n good bit atsont it
ait I iE's groak fo see
har poing well.

“MWlinm and dad are flat out
coaming bo the matches, o it s
aboe to have fwo of us there
Firaem i loaise.”

Orlalth’scall-up o the Cork
foatballers eariler this year
myeans she bs the lateat Calal-
ani fo okl dual statas af sen-
for intercoalnty level.

Travelling in the oppogite
direction is Meabh The 27-
year-obl sieppol away from
the football set-up during the
oif-season o oo solely oh
matbers camogie.

=1t wene vy diMiendt decl-
ston o make pnd obvlasly
nat one vou'd ke to make.: 1

Walsh with Galway's Dervia Higgins, Cork’s Amy
WEHMhMMM#ihMMMHMﬂ‘hﬂrzﬂlhnlﬂfmh.ﬁmlnpm

AFL. Lot

0'Conmor, and

wonild have preferred to con-
tinawe dolng the b, if 1 eoald,
bouat | jusd foynd af imporiant
times last year, when | i

to foe] i my beat and foel
}0%, T st felt that it tired
amd thant Bit ofT i, shio ox-

TE.

“Thar bBenefit for mysclf this
wear 15 fhit yous ged that bt
more teme for recovery. [
woneldn't swant to be finxing it
ai the momend, bat you kave
your cinsogie game, bo 1t oma
Satwrdny or Sunday, and that
ks yoaur aole focos, wheneas be-
fore with the dual, you might
have liad a camoghe mnfch Sal-
arday and football naateh Sun-
day. Amd that is definitely
hard on the body,”

The bauly Fresher, can Ca-
halane and Cork mow 1FE thiad
other welght fram their
shoutlibers?

O’Connor: Playing top teams like
Galway helps us rise to challenge

&

HIGH FLYER: Cork’s Amy *Conmor at the preview of Sunday's Very Natlonal Camogie League final.

pitch and working on different
things in trainin

things will work and others weikemd wi

won't but, as T sakd, we tend (o

learn o lot about cursalves

. Bome. after pla:.-inﬁmlwn ET U T

b ehinllenpe

for us."

Cork hoven't won & league
tithe since 2013 and O'Connor
ielmnulined that ending thot near
diecade long barren sireak = a

Picture; Dan Shevidan/npho

big motivatla.

=1 think there"s only mnybe
b plivyers on oulr panel that
aotually hove n beague mdadal

Ultimately

the goal at

the end of
the year is an
All-lreland but
we'd love to
win the league

so 11"s definitely something
wiere polng after,” said 0'Con-

.

“Uttmately the goal ai thae
end of the vear 13 an All-fre-
Eand bt we'd love to win dee
league. Yery have put in a
hige effort over the last
number of yeirs, 30 its a big
caompetition. The games are
guality. Cork against Galway
o Sunday, hopefidly that will
b the samie, Hopefully wo can
get people in to watch Eliese
types of guality games and
then push on for the Cham-
M ip.”

Orla Cropin's rotirn fem-
pered some of the disappoint-
ment of loaing to Galway late
kst menil in thet group en-

CHInor,
“Dirla 15 back, she has been
training over tee last couple of

woeks,” anid O"Connoer. “She

had picked ap a cauple of bn-
jurics Bl sho's on the memnd
novw. She's Aving it in fenining
which Is krilliant, Evesyons
kmvows what o gualliy player
Ciela s so bt will only Benalll ns
having her back.”



NATIONAL CAMOGIE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE FINAL

No holding
back from

alway in
Div 1 final

= Murray

B Tribeswomen set sights
on retaining league title

EANNA O'REILLY

AHEAD of the Galway senior
camoqe team’s kth Division
Ope Jeague final appearance,
ream manager Cathal Murray
was eagerly anticipating an-
other day out in Croke Park. It's
cortainly become a regudar oc-
currence since Murray took
owver the senior and intermedi-
ate teanis before the start of the
championship in 2018, The in-
tervening vears have seen Gal-
wary contest seven Croke Park fi-
s,

A haul of five trophies (Dao
All-Ireland senior, one Alllre:
Land imermediate, two national
lemgue titles), have been se-
cured umder Murray's stewarnd-
shipin a highly successful spell,
piving Galway supporters soems
very memoratle cocasions in
TECErn yErs.

Interestingly, in §ix competi-
tive matches against Sunday's
opponents the Galway senior
tean have never lost o Cork
during hie: time in charge.
Ahead of the national league de-
clder, Galaay boss wasn'tinter-

ested In reflecting on any victo-
ries from previous years, as he
focused solely on Sunday’s chal-
lenge.

“We might have a good
record against Cork [in recent
years] but that doesn't count for
anything going into Sunday as
far as we're concerned. Cork
are always very, very hard 1o
beat and we're under no o
sions about how hard iUs going
tov bie om Sanday.”

WHENEVER YOU GET
T0 A NATIDONAL FINAL.
YOU WANT T0 GO
ONAND WINIT

“Every mame we've played
against Cork, even when we've
won, fit's Dbeen very  tight.
There's only ever been a point
or two in it. Looking a1 them
this year, they're going very
well. So, it's going 1o be a huge
chilbemge for us.**

&)

ﬂmaﬂmynmngi&hmiuwmmfmhﬁ Adrian OSullivan, Mickey

Jahan Manton, team manager Cathal Murray, and Moy Dunine.

Since their disappointing de-
fieat vo Tipperary in the open-
ing round of the league, Gal:
way have really caught fire (o
record four consecutive wins
and give themselves a shot at
winmning an historic secomd di-
visbon one tile in-a-row, hMur-
ray was naturally pleased with
the team's response to their
first round defeat.

“Going  into that  game
[against Tipperary], we proba-
bly weren't as far on as we
thought we were, training
wige, It was a poor perfor-
manoce, and the girls knew that
themselves. The thing that dis-
appointed us the most was our
work rate, We felt it just wasnt
up to standard against Tipp,
and the following week we re-
ally wanted to see a big in-
crease in work rate,”

e had a lot of new players

that day, and it was probably a
lesson for them in how you
have 10 perform and the level
you have to get to in every
game playing senior camogie.
we lnoked for a huge improve-
ment from everyone gOIng
down to Nowlan Park the fol-
lowing week. Two losses in-a-
row would have really put us
under pressure at the time and
we obvioushy wanted to aveld
that."”

*In fairness, we played e
ally well against Kilkenny. The
improvement in work rate
brought out a very good per-
formance. We were really
tested in that game, and the
girls really had ro dig in after
they [Kilkenny] got their goal in
the second half. That win gave
us a lot of confidence, and
we've looked to improve in
every game since.”

mari

o
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Despite the changes [n pér-
sonnel this year, the ambition
of the Galway players and man-
agement has not changed, ac:
cording to the team boss. Hav-
ing a presence in finals and
competing for silverware at the
highest level remains the stan-
dard o which the
Tribeswomen aspire.

Wwith Galway due to face
Cork once again in the first
round of the championship, the
sides will be very familiar with
each other in 2023
Tribeswomen will host the
Leesiders on jume 3, getting the
championship underway with
a heavy weight clash.

Regardless of their upcoming
championship clash however,
Murray was clear that his side
would be fully focused on win-
ning the league final, and there
would be no element of keep-

paehcilEss Sael

Grealish, Cora Staunton, Robble Lana, John Conmor,

ing their powder dry for June.
SWheniever you get Lo 3 na
tional final, you want to go on
and win it. It's a great day
whenever you can represent
your county in Croke Park, and
we don't take that for granted.
Iv's going to be a big occasion
and it's up 10 us 1o perform on
the day, We go into every game
targeting a win, regardless of
who we have orwhat ouer start:
ing fifpeen is."
“There's a title o be won on

The Sunday, and that's all we'ne fo-

cussed on. We have plenty of
girls in this year's panel who
haven't won a beague medal
yet. 5o, past finaks don't count
for anything on Sunday. We be-
lieve we have a group here now
that's good enough to win and
hopefully they’ll perform well
Dul]_‘nda}',"cnrhﬂudtdlhtﬂal-
Wity manages.

Defender Black is relishing another crack at Cork

EANNA O'REILLY

ORANMORE-Maree defender
Riisin Black has been one of
Galway's most  outstanding
players throughout the N
tional League, continuing the

form which carned her an Al

Star nominatbon last year,
Black’s outstancding versatil-
iry s seen her line out ot full
back, wing back and centre
back effectively over the Jast 12
months, and she has fooked
eqqually umﬁ:!ﬂ.h_, L in each
 position, This year, Cathal Mur-

has chosen heri
R Gl Rt (hoce jer

SeY.

Tire  24-year-old  primary
school teacher doesn’t mind
where she 15 deployed how-
ever, and i happy do whatever
job ks asked of her in the Galway
side. This week she was looking
forward to the challenge of iak:
ing on Cork in the league final.

“I'm enjoying playing full
back this year, but I'm happy (o
play wherever I'm needed.
We're really looking forward to
the game. It's great 1o be back
in the league final and its al-
ways great (o be playing in
Croke Park,” shie sald.

Having been a member of

he senior panel since 2006,
Elack is now oneof the most ex-  Galway's Morin Coonay, team captain Shauna Healy, and

perienced plavers in the Gal- - Jonnifer Huglos:

way side. Throughout this
vear's league, she has been a
key pillar of a strong defence
and will undoubtedly play a
vital role on Sunday.

Despite having a good record
against Cork in recent years,
the Tribeswomen are taking
nothing for granted facing the
Rebels on Sunday, sccording to
the Galway defender.

e always have great bat-
tes with Cork. They are a very
fit and physical team and very
tousgh to beat, The lasy game in
piirc Ui Chaoimh [on March
26] was very tugh; we really
needed a win thar day. Just
lpoking forward to  [facing
Cork] now In Croke Park.”

Black is also enjoying having
three clubmates alongslde he
in the Galway side this year
The presence of Niamh and
Rachael Hanniffy, and Allish
O'Reilly, along with Black, in
this year’s Galway team reflects
the strength of the club, who
have narrowly come up shortin
county senior finals in the last
b Years.

syeah, i's something that’s
great for the club and for our-
selves gs well We are always
another and rving
to become better players. 1t's
very enjovable, and it's nice to
have some great company on
the way to training as well, *ghe
added.
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Galway bid to be

HPR, Lewy

Cork have chance to end trophy wait

Orla Cronin
availability
is boost to
Rebels, says
Cork boss

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

CORK have a chance to end
thelr five-year wait for a na-
tional senjor camogie tile this
Sunday.

The Rebels take on Gahway
in the Very Camogic League
Division LA final in Croke
Park (1.50pm) as they target

a first piece of national silver-
ware since Cork won the 2008
AllTreland champitmnship.

Cork’s wait for a Division
1 league tinle stretches back
even further, 1o 2053, Sipce
then they have lost four league
finals, including last year's to
this weekend's opponents, Gal-
way. Cark have alio lost the
last two All-lreland finals, 50
Sunday presents a chance for
this grouwp toget their hands on
a trophy.

Cark All-Star Saolrse MeCar-
thy feels the league has already
been a success for the Rebels,
2 they bulld towards the cham-
pionship where they will play
Galway, again, in the opening
round in earky June,

INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE LEAGUE

Dillon’s hat-trick fails to save Galway

(oaiway 35

3

TIPPERMRY 113

SARAH GAUGHRAN

THE Galway Intermediate texm
concluded their Haﬂmnilnmlh:
campaign  of Saturday
allinderreen where they Were
narrowly defeated by Tipper:
ary. The contest ebbed and
Aowed throughout mhg tm
24 lirtle separating the sides,
butG will ted

that they failed to win any of
thekr beagnie Matcipes.
the blocks with two jean Kelly
. .
Dillion hit the back of the net
twice between the 9th and Lith

minutes w give Galway a four-
point lead. Tipperary fought
back, scoring four points on the
trod throwgh Aoife McLoughney
{2, Eflen Cunneen and Sarah
Macdden to leve the teams level
after 24 minutes, y
Difilen replied with a paint a
it Laver to restore Galway's
beadd, burt Kelly found the back of
the Galway net to give Tipper-
ary the advantage heading into
half dme. Miamh Spellman then
with a well taken point to beave
the home beam trailing by 16 to
2
2-11":_-[3 was, no scoring from
play in the third quartes. Chioe
Rroderick landed a brace of
frees to regain the lead for Gal-
way before McLoughney did
fikewise from the plced ball for

"W have pot whar we wanred
out of the league - we are in the
final 2o it has been successiul
that way. We are cndy looking

for performances,” McCarthy
Srar Sport

tald this week's
Podears.

Cork boss
Marthew Twom-
&y has had 1o nego-
tiate the league with-
oot some of his more
experienced players,
like Ashling Thamp-
son wh suffered
a cruciate knes
ligament in-
jury in Au-
gust 2022,
but Cork
have

been bogsted by the amilnbili-
ty of D0 AR-Star Chrla Cromin
whio came off the bench in the
final beague pooup game agains
Galwary last month,

‘Orlia Cromin, on her day,
is probably one of
the best players in
the country,” said
Twamey, delight-
cd o have the

back on board after

an injury-riddled 2032
that saw her play in
3 just three champicn-

Ennlskeanc star. )

ship grumes and miss the lexgue.

“When vou watch her play-
ing, she just glides srocmd the
pitch. Orlawas a massive boss to
us Last vear, She i still working
her way back. While Orla ks
available for selectbon, she is
nol fully there, fitness-wise,
jusTyer

“The difference in her over
the Inst coisphe of weeks las
been unbelicvable. Just hayv-
iingy Orita around the paned, out
training with us, is fantastic.
We want o make the most
of that.

“An the same time we noed
to mind Orla and make sure
wie don't rush her back too
Exst. Hight mow, it is absolute-

Iy brilliant having Ciria back. |

Cork beat Dubling Clare,
Tepperary and Kilkenny in ‘the
groap stage of the league, and
while they bost the final game 1o
Giadweay, the Rebiels hnd alreacy
qualificd for the Division 1A
league fimal by then .

Galway's Ava Lynskey comes under pressure
of Tipperary during Saurday's intermediate league comogia tio
iry Baallirstharrasan., FROTO DON STLLES.

from Lisa Gakhill

Tipperary.
Broderick and Madden then
exchanged Scones firony frees to
leave ome between the sides
heading into the final guarter,
Jodnt captain Karen Kennedy
and  McLoughney swapped
scores  from . play  before
Mairead Dillion secured her hat-
trick in the 52nd minute when
she rastled the back of the Tip-
perary net again. 18 ooked like
Gatway may pull away for their
first victory of the campaign.
Tipperary, however, finkshed
the gamse stromger with a free
through  McLoughney - amd
points from play by McLough-
ney and Eelly as the Munster
vishiors shaded the verdict.
Galway will now have ‘to
switch thelr atentions towsards
the championship, While they

came chose again on Satarday,
they will need 1o book at getting
mare point sconers on board to
help them close out their

EITIES,

Thelr sghis will now wm o
thee weekend of jume T4 when
theey el face Kildare at home in
the opening game of the fnter-
meediate chamnplonship.

Gakerry: C Higgies; 7 Kol P Finnerty,
1L By B Codgrnan, M Mannkon, |
Dy & Broderick §0-3, freos), R
Hughes, K Rorndy [0-1], A Lyrakcy
H Epeleraan (0-1 C Pl A
Deonvaslian, M Don (3-1), Sl 5
Cisrruas forr Mlanmion, G Dslan for
Speliman, § MoGinkey bor Relin



Higgins has
heart set ¢
league glo
withGa

ORA STAUNTON and Gal-
Way cmnl;lg,ie = twn things
vou wouldn't tend 10 ass0-
clate. After all, this is a
Mayo foatballing icon and
legend of the ladies game
we're talking aboyt, not W0 mention
a celebrated figure in the brief his-
tory of the AFLW, before calling
time 1o return to Irish shores.

Baut, typical of her sporting adapt-
ability, she has dipped her toes this
season in the area of sports per-
formance. As performance coach
with the Galway senior camogie
team, the opening-round result in
Division 1A of the Very Camogle
League would have rankled. A tnp
io The Rage didn't end well with a
44 1o 19 humbling of the All-Ire-
band champions, ;

Thisre were mitigating factors,
mind you, Various players were
wnavailable through njury and
absence and this was one occasion
when Galwav certainly learned
from the experience.

From that Saturday in mid-Febru-
ary until now, Galway didn't loze a
game - or drop another point.

The campalpn has been about
squeszing out wins in tight cor-
ners. Against Kilkenny, they
haed four ?i.nls b spare, Same
ggainst Tip-  _ .. POCArCY.
'rljig?.imm :;‘,jjjr

inal group ‘4 !‘-—r—

e against i ;

‘ork: = a | =]
d reass
rehearsal
for today's
Division 1A
final at Croke
Park - they
had just the bare mini-
prem. & 1-11 to 1-10 vie-
tory down in Cork is a
zign of how [linely
matched these two
[EAMS Are,

This woeek, Galway's

o
=

o)

ByPhilip 5

Lanigan - ﬁ

Dervla Higgins spoke of how that
ning-round defeat proved to be
ﬁessin{g in disguise.

‘Maybe it was a wake-up call. In
{airness to Tipp, they brought the
game to us. We've been looking
back on that game, seeing where
we could improve, what vwe need to
fix,’ she sai i

On a weekend when the LGFA is
staging its league finals, the link
with Staunton and the AFLW is
interesting. Camogie is lucky in a
way that it escapes the lure of the
Aussie Rules game and the talent
drain Down Under that has taken
somye of ladies football’s top stars.

Higgins, though, dabbled in a
European version of the game to go
with her camogie career with
Athenry and Galway. She has a sen-
jor football title with Kilmihil in
Clare and she also won o European
AFL tithe with Wiest Clare Waves,
‘It is true. [ played a bit of AFL
with West Clare Waves for a

yearor two. A few of us played

foothall together and we were

approached 1o E.o and play a

kit of AFL. 's

gomething  we
%n pursued for a
| season or two
and luckily
enough we were
very successful
with it with the

West Clare Waves

team. We got to

travel a good bit
arcund Exirape with it

‘l suppose 1t was & new

FINAL FOCUS: Gatway
star Dervia Higgins has
Cark in her sights

experience, It was definitely some-
thing I enjoyved while we did it.

‘I don't think we thought about
what we'd get out of it when we
started, but veal, we got to go 1o

Amstlnardamﬁwedeig.tﬁ fow differ-
ent ceg g =
; 2 briliant

Championships 5o it was
m_rlprin-:-r_' i _
he focus for this weekend is

purely on Cork. The fact that the
pair meet in the first round
of the round-robin championship
lends another dimension to the fix-
ture at Croke Park, especially after
the fiercely fought last round game
in the league.

“To play the same team. three
times, back to back, it has its chal-
lenges as well. You migpt even
know each other too well. You prob-
ably get too used to each other.

‘Every time you come against
Cork, there’s always a lot on
it. You always want to be on the
right side of it. As they've shown in
thelr league campaign, they're
absolutely flying it this year,
they're a brilliant side. Yeah, can't
wait to play them again.’

DIVISION 1A FINAL
Cork v Galbway, Croke Park,
1.5Dpm

Cathal Murray's Galway side ane 3
mix of youth and experience, making

Sirides.

fine Keane has continued her
learning curve 3t this level and Sabina
Rabibitte is among the other underage
products being assimilated, while
Shauna Healy and Carrie Dolan have
taiken on added responsibilities, and
Adlich 0 Reilly seemns to have retained
all her hunger for goals.

The Tribeswornen inflicted a first
defeat of the season on Cork in the
final group game, but up to that point
the Rebels had been flying.

Skipper Army O'Connor was SCconng
hednvily but she had a kot of hetp from
the likes of Sarcha McCartan, Cliona

Cork haven't won the League since
20113, and this is & fourth straight
national final for the Leesiders and
they are zevo for three, Thatisa
recond they will aim 1o cormect today.

DIVISION 2A FINAL
m" 'ﬂ‘nhlm
1.50pm

and came aftér the Ki
drawn thesr opaning tie in Westmeath,
Had they lost in Royal country. who
kryenas what impact it would have had
on their mindset?

There is very little to separate these
taames and the onty sunprisa will be if
it dopsn't go right down to thi wire,

O'Leary holds nerve to secure replay for Cork

CORK and Kilkenny must foce of f
again after their Very National
Camogle :ﬁgﬂc Division 2B
decider o 1-7 apieco at the
Clonmel Comme GAA
grounds.

Cliomn (] kept her cool 1o

slot an equaliser Mrom

a T-metee for the

i hebia) g0 ol 192 pronsing

ol to

start as Daniclle Quig on

ahuhﬂmﬂmmdﬂﬁ{d
minute before Laura

recne sdded a meat point.

The Hebelettes were right back

ROUND-UP
By Daragh O Conchdir

in it thanks to & terrific Tram
Cliona Doaley in ihe minurte
nfter gal possession [rom
gl_lhhcr Harty's sideline

But Biacl the Tinil 6y of
the first half with a Claire
oot edging them 1-5 to 1-3

ot the breake
The secod was closely

conlested and former sendor player

Danielle Morrissey split the posts
for the fourth time to restore the
Cats’ sdvantage but they could not
emnditardgsumfsmhm
I'limtnseﬂtruﬂw bt
gutsy Ormance
saw Clare chisel out a 0-9 to 1-5
victory over odd rivals Antrim (o
win the Very Camogie i

Division 38 final ot
hﬂmumlhdhrhmpulm i the
nterval but a i mnrllm
burst proved ig;
S

A pedid Orlagh Lavert
mﬂmmm%




Full-forward Hayley Ryan l-:l:inﬂnrl:ﬂlc, Pltare; Lasry Cmnamins

Cork and Kilkenny clash
for second time in three
weeks in league decider

TODAY: Very Division 28
National League final: Cark
¥ Kilkenmy, Clonmel
Commercials, Cahlr, 3.30pm
I what has been & new-look
league for the second teams
from Cork and Kilkenny, the
rivals meet again fior the see-
ol time: in three weeks to de-
cide the destination of the Very

2B title,

In & change of format this
vear only second feams that
werns considered to be from the
sironEer colnties are in this 25
division so it was a very small
competition with just five
cottntles Tipperary, k, Gal-
way, Rilkenny and Wexford in
ane group whers the top fwo
podng to finak

Cork, having won all their

arnes, fopped the group with
Elﬂm-nn}' im second place.

Three weeks ago Cork fin-
ished strong as they overcame
Kilkenny in & ¢losé contest
fittle divided the sides all
through but goals proved cru-

cial

C-u-rl:!‘lr;fllli_mmn 11.“: :g the
opening half to glve them-
selves the @ that was in the
and with as they ran out 3-8 to
0-7 winners. On the day, the
Cork defence held the w r
hiand ona Kilkenny attack that
had an MLE:EP?ET on g;;:rr
Lo SOODEr nid forri :

lEl-ma- contributed all of their
soores bar ane as she notc
up four points from play and
rovo from frees, Clearly, the Re-
bets will need to keep a close
eve on her today,

Wihile the Cork manapement
will b o have reachod
the final the decision by the Ca-
mogie Asgociation to make

o W in ul,vi.ﬂnniwlﬂl-ﬂ
Fn‘rwnr teans who were flakling
their first and only adult team

Cork's

Gara Morrisson evades Tipp's Shauna

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

and all throwgh Cork god
hard testing games against
sirong opposition.

This helped in no small way
with champlonship prepara-
tions, As the chnmpionship
gets un they will come
up against these Mest-choioe
teams 50 sureiy it woald have
benelitted Cork, Kilkanny,
Galway Tipperary and Wex:
ford 1o have been groupsd ina
division with them battling for
the league title at this higher
level and getting good festing
FAMNE.

TODAY: Electric ireland Minor
All-lreland Champlaaship:
Cork v Galway,

Castle Road, 2pm.
THIS ks the last game in the
mﬁp&u‘imﬂ'ma Electric lre-

dmmmn:hip and bar-
ring a draw belween

Cork, thess conthes are safiely
thraugh.

Kilkenny are on seven

ints with Dublin to play cn

unday and they will be ex-
b0 win hiere ard go o 12
points/Galway are on nine
polmts and o win will put them
on 12, Cork are on Seven 5o a
win will see them findsh on 10
and Tipp and Water{ord are on
six each.

A win for Tipp or Waterford
will put them on nine and
By Gatiiewon L fie

-Galway gaume wo

be irrelevant as the loser of
Tipp/ Waterford would om he
on =ix, one behimd Cork, if they
Tose to Galway. With a +24
seoring advantage Cork look to
e aaafe, it as thee saving goes,
it min®t over till it*s over.

Hefferman. Pic: lim Conghlan
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Linda
Mellerick

MELDA HOBRRIMNS was the first woman to
mg‘tﬂ:ﬂn Galway toan All-Irefand in 1556,
& i ui:y;r:ﬂhu CO-COmmen tates ngl—
way's lesgan and champlonship games far
Galway Bay FM. She is asfimﬁu‘ with
Cork m{hm:g;l fm and we agree on
many aspecisof how both teams are faring
in thiz vear's league and what the cham-
plonship Is Hisaly to bring.
Here, she reflects on Galway's league
campaign ahead of their final with Cork.
inmyd.i:&:.‘t::amt I::I:lt'th\qr;l?letr
ning 2 agninst Tipperary. They
:ml hﬁm o corne hr[‘;:tu the
] the Sarsfields girls hadn’t come
mwﬂmwm All-Trebard win
m"ﬂmrs W.E.mhméumw“ min their
PRty rny, T gay one
of the finest pa:fm‘manmgfth& leagua,

%Wl HLirger.

o Dalan is the key player for Gal-
vy At the mament, both from soores and
frees and also showing great vision in her
nmmﬂmmﬂm hies Very in
defonce all gh the leagne. Shauna
Healy {full-back) is the captain this year.
As they've gone through the league Gal-
wy's full-back Hne ame petting bitber.

“Emma (Hobebert} at cenire-back h{;iﬁ

jcularty great game against Clare
E::hel Haa Tens beemy playing the male
of coming forwnrd Mrom defence, A con-
cern |8 that they aren't scitling up front.™

Galway have played the beagug without
star forwards Slobhan and Orlaith
MeGrath, Orlalth due back after a cruckabe
injury last vear, Both nre cxpected fo be
back for the champlonship campalgn,

In thelr absence Galway are rolyving on
Carrie Dolan and Allish O'Reilly, who s
L b vt st Pl Borweamd bt possibly morn
of o threat when playing in the corner,
Anife Donoghoe can also be a tormentor
and & playing well for Galway, always
bringing a hiage workrte fo the pbch

Hiamh Kilkenny, while o aflekal robire-

! i Ji
r b 1
o ; '—_'""_—f"—n

ment has been annownced, does look as if
&he has called time on her inferconunty G-
reer, Imelda fesls that couwld be the case,

“She's a huge loss as Galway miss her
thundering forwand with the ball®

Sarah Dervan, Galway's 2082 captain,
and a hugely inflwential player is back on
the panel. Where she'll figure Is hard to
kv sith Raolsin Black !m'Jnr.[mrtlnu lver
stamp on the number three posttion.

But what an impact sub Dervan would
e if Cathal Murray holds her: Caork will ba
Emdalﬂm bagesd oo loggue performances

o

=T sobdn’t rossd teso mmch imboe the game
pwo woeks ago, The performance that day
was alwaye golng 1o come from Galway
arud in fadrmess thoy dellversd. Bath teams
will want towin it

“They'il be looking for a performance
with champlanship at the back of their
minds. Both sides are bullding. [ think
Cork need the victory more than Galway.
There's a bof of Galway's All-Ireland-win-
ning intermediate fem coming through,
E&nsﬂ Islilrmdm:thnl. Ly ugh i

“Sometimes you can ca Rk With o
panel of players and Keep nsing your re.
linbles, But Cathal, and this year mono
than any oiher yenr, has really wsed his
panel, Every gamas had a different team all

Galway's Carrie Delan and Conl's Cliona Wealy in action last menth,  Picture: INPHO/Xen Sution

;mwmwmmmumﬂmwmmmm Picture: INPHO/Dan Sheridan

Tribe defence
coming good

through the league. He's nsed players gech
as Katle Anna Porter at wing-back, Jen-
nifer Hughes, Niamh Miland, Clara
Hickey, Lavra Kelly and given thom Toads
of game-time, These are all girls that have
come up from Intermedinte, 1'd say he's
usad his five subs allowed in every gamo.”
Matthew Twomey has nlso been giving
muich of his panel good game time. They ve
used 20 players. Pam Mackey returms lirom
injury fomarrow, as doss Oria Crondn
This does improve the bench and Cork
T Besiery ahart on bmpact 2ubs in the past
a0 it's wery wilcomesd. Both Galway ancd
Cork a similar style. 15 on 15 and at-
tack the back, running and support

play, key cam nis, She's im
with Cork's m@:ﬁ
“Laura Traoey has really taken over the
Mo 6 role, covers both shifes well and i
tacks and [ think has a gread urderstand-
ing with Laura Hayes x5 woll. Libby is
Layirg heilliantly ot foll-back and doesn't
Euul clear the ball; she makes great de-
SrIC TR ST 7
WP & o B Se0EnE :
Dt Sl e
“Like in hurling, goals arei't as plentiful
as they were back in our day bat are stilbl

hgely Importamnt.”
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Crone Park

It was only when Galway man-
ager Cathal Murray started
lsting ont all the absent firs:-
teamers who have vet to re-
:;:g"-:]?ﬁu '-]:'hn woR't be returm-

at the county's success-
futl defenes of the league took
af & whole new level of im-
pressivencss.

With no provincial eham-
ponship to them ticking
over for the next while, the
WesieimoTs oW have a1 seven-
week lay-0ff until their All-
Ireland champlonship group
opener against Cork on June
3. By that juncture of the sea-
aon, Murray will have back fit
and avallable for selection the
MeGrath sisters, Orlaith and
Slobhan, and eruciate victim
Rebevcn Hannelly.

[t i= also hoped that Sarah
Spiliman, half-forward for the
2009 and "21 All-Ireland vie-
torles, will rejoin the fald
aliead of champonship,

Mari= and two-time
All-Ireland-winning captain
Snrah Dervan, while Hated at
number 28 and 23 yesterday,
only retarned to the set-up in
recent weaks and will be much
further down the read under
the headings of fiiness and
sharpness come the June

BEank Holiday swoaloemd.
Mo to those 3019
tayer of the year Miamhb Kil-

anny, Caltriona Cormican,
and Heather Cooney have
played their last game n ma-
roon after several vears of fine
serviee, Two-time All-Star
oalkeeper Sarah Healy and
Ealhertn: Finnerty, megn-
whiile, are away travelling.
Addd them all up and what
yout had yesterday wis a pew-
look Galway team retaining
the Divizion 1 League title
without ¢ight starters from
the 2021 All-Ireland final win,
That's some furnover of
personuel. And then 1o con-

ilroke Park.

lat tip 1o the Galway manage-
ment.

Murray has doubled up as
senior and intermediate
in recent seasons. In 2022, the
intermediates went tha dis-

Throe of that team— goeal-
kenper Fiona Ryan, midficider
Clara Hickey, and cxmer-for-
ward MNiamh MoFeake —
started vesterday. Thoes mons
s Shannon Corcoran, Katie
Anna Porter, and Jennifer
H = g rme off the bench,

urray said afferwards
that he hates the word transi-
tion. Whatever Label he wants
to pit on this integration of
new faces info the senlor sed-

up, it's been seambess.

“Ti 18 @ new group. A ot of
fresh faces onto the panel and
a lof of new faces onto the
feam. anrm!hm. it {::&ﬂre?:uy
pood to A game that,

wis about grinding it
oat.” A ohserived.

“Ii takes them a while to gat
up to senior level. We lost to
Tipp [earlier In the league]
and confidencs wnsd Knocked a
ir. What they have done since
gives them a hige amount of
() that they can com-
peeb al this level ™

There are others who didn't
come the intermediante route
whe shone during a second

whera Cork were held to

lifts the Division 1A cup after victory ever Cork in yesterday's final in

Picture: Inpha/Ryan Byme

four points and only one of
from play.

“Alme Heana was a sub for
inst yoar's All-Ireland semi-
final, as was Dervin Higgins
and Siobhan Gardiner. All
these players have stepped
up:*

Higgins. alunE with full-
back Shuana Healy
and Reisin Black, were

le= in the Cork shoe dur-
ng o frustrating second hall
far the Leesiders. They had
begun that second pericd 1-8
to 1-8 nhead. Their first half
was bookemded by an Orlaith
Cahalane geal and four dn-
answered points from Amy
O*Connor {two frees), Sorcha

‘Murray's newcomers
‘grind down Rebels

McCartan %Irucll. anid Lapra
Hayes, But tlwir spccession of
missed oppariunibics — in-
cluding a inne goal shot
ol thi andl sl O°Con-
nor reboand eardy in the sec-
and half — l&ft their appo-
nends alive in the t,
nd when Galway weaved
tapether a second goal to hit
the front entering the final
uarier, they gave n masber.
ass in doggod resilience to
prodect that advaniaps.

The: goal was the outstand-:
ing score of this Mat and at-
mosphere lacking final. Ra-
¢hur
segsbon to Allksh O'Retlly, sha
went to pick out sub Shannon
Coreoran. but Sabina Rabblite
grabbed the pass on her run
lhriﬂﬁh and produced a do-
iigh Mhidsi. 2.0 (o 1-10 ey
now lied,

Anife Donoghus was fouled
for a converisd Carrie Dalan
freo. hue pointed hor-
galf shortly after. The pair
cantributed 1-18 of their 2-13
total. Galway wore nowhera
near fantastis, bal they pal the
Job done. For n side withot so
many of thelr onoe staple (-
ires, what more coild you
wani?

“Lagl-yeat we won the
longue butdidn't get to the All-
Irelamd final, 1 hope we learn
from that,” Murray signed off.
Seonsrs bod Qabway: C Dolan (18, I?Fnl'_

Suba: E Mumphy b Sigesson (84 O
Cagaiin for Healy (48] A Haaly tor
O'Rsgen (48 C Fisn for O Cahafane
150,

Al J Foflfeman (Werladd)

Hanniffy moved pos-

Cork must
stewonyet
more final

regrets

Reaction

Ecghan Cormican

Same old story For this Cork
camegie team at Croke Park.
A shopping bag overflowing
with missies, a lepd not poe-
tected, and another final lost,
Faor the umpteenth time in
rocant years, Cork departed
GAs H empiy-hianded and
hizads heavy with rogmet.

Madihew Twomsey s charges
[imished with 10 wides and
four green Nag eppertunities
not taken. Galway, by
conirast, had only one second-
half whde, and that didn’t ar-
rive until the third minate of
L - e

Cork have oy oome of [ Gec-
ond best in back-to-back
leapue and All-Ireland Mnals
simee the sunmmer ol B,

They v al=o lost thelr last
five knockout mesetings with
Galway,

The county's walt for a firsi
pieoe of nntional silverwars
slnce 2018 strefches on.

=Al half-tHrme, We Were vy
happy. But m:LF'itlllﬂ wenl
astray. Can't put the finger on
it now, Wi have o analyee i
I8*s m bit raw now to be coming
up with any great messages,”
said a visibly disappointed
Twomey afterwards, -

Thelr collect T
he mdded, were & “killer”,

“Qur shooling was of(
teday. We had a few goal
chances that we should have
takon but didn't. Galwny had
wo opporiunities and they
soored the two of them. Thal's
the difference.

“Was it Orlaith Cahalarne
wihetr it it off the botiom of the

¢ sarly in the second kalf?
[ that went In, it was o differ-
eni story.

“He ught we had a foul
went against us and then thoy
wernt up anid gol 5 geal.

“They'mm the hreaks, but we
spem fo alwavs be on the re-
oeiving end of them. It's tough.
That's our fourth final in a
ro [bo bose]. IE's ol easy.”

tine adding silverwam wihile
bedding in the newcomers, a
Camogie League
Division 24 final
Herry 014
Meath 0-13
Daragh O Conchiir
Croke Park

Patrice Dipgin has tech a oiHl-
tral cog in the rise of Kerry cn:
rogie in the post decude anid
thie attacker, who scored three
paints and also halped to re-
duce the huie Iipﬂ;;:l-ncel:‘:
Meath star Aclle ]
wheon switched to midfeld in
the second hall, summed wp
ihe tmportance of & l'!.|3|lll-5|'|1'.'
Eariry triumph in the Very Ca-
moghe League Division A
finel at Croke Park yestorday.
= ANy day you walk out on
Croke Park s a special mo-
mint but the excliemeant of
winning today is you're push-
ing up to Division 1B and T
fhink that drives Herry cama-

Kerry camogie now driven

ghe to aneother level,” salbd Dig-
gin. “In 2009, when we waon the
All-Treland you were gelting
to fntermediate and now this
VEOr, vou Know you're golhg
wp with the top guns =0 {t's a
massive, special day for
Herry.

“Wou can say §i's just an-
other fiold, it's just nnother
gamie, bl i always breatl
taking coming out onta that
Tigld, the size of i, &ibd i can
take o few minates to pel Into
it Yo s bt the surface, the
ball is pinging from end to
a1t tkoe & liEeke time Lo get
i to bt it's special,”

The Kingdom just edged a
pulzating encounter full of
oatstending scores, and [Hg-

in's lnie on from f oLl i
the toaichline to pal Eerry (e
abead with time running out
wis right up thene.

Jackie Horgam wis the scot-
ing star for Kerry, coniriba-
ting cight points after taking
ovaer the placed ball dutles
from hoe long-time ally and
also driving over four scores
from play.

Defeat had to be tough to
take for Meaih and particu-
larly Miooegue, who domi-
nafed e game in the flrst
half, semnding over points from
all dislances and angles, She
alen had a couple of shots at

onl well saved by Aoile

itzgorald and bHitle wonder
Kerpy manager, Pat Byan de-
scribed hior as & fantastic ath-
1ote and Meath 58 a very goad
team.

His tone though. was simi-
Inr to Diggin's. Pure joy,

“I'm just o happy.” sald
Bynn. “Happy ks tha word,™ he
addetd, for emphasis. “Alter

peapla belng through covid
andl everyvthing, what a day.
'n‘.-'halt a‘ ay for .'E]E E‘E-l:ni
peaple, for yoing girls, Whit a
day For Kerry (ladies) footbhall
yostorday (after winning the
Division 1 leagoe) and it was
preat.”

Kerry had done woll to ba
only going in a point in ar-
vears it half-tima, 0-7 bo 0-6.
And thotigh Amy GafTney shot
thrae second-halfl points for
Aeath, the eveniuat winners
ware much improved in the
Eatter perlod

“We jivst Joept It simphe,” ex-
plained Ryan regarding the
messaging in the dressing
room. “A Tow home traths,
simple lalk, We gave one or
1w instruciions and the girls
responded. That's all. We
spoke for o mintfe and that
was "

'‘to another level"

Meath boss Brendan Ske-
han hailed his charges

=W wore lncking a little bit
of experience but | supposa iF
we'd taken a few of the
chances and siuck the polnts
nwny. There was o Little bit of
inellzcipline that gave away
Preses s well baid all in all, you
can't fault the girls. The offort
was superk. They're &x-
tremely disappointbed.”

The Bsrms wore lovel el
times and it wasn't until the
fhth minube that Eorry hit the
front for the last time via a
Horygnn free.

Thon came Diggin's oul-
ragecits polnt and they man-
nged to keep thelr noset kn
front through seven minutes
ol addditional time to claim the
L IFITR T T

“We'd a1 lossd of minors with
e sy who can®t play b

trained - with us all vear,”
Ryvan concluded. =it was like
Christmas for Uem this morn-
ing, they were first up for the
breakfast] That's the foture
really,

“Todny, you ean't buy this
you can't by this feeling.”

Searers for Eernyt J Hoogan 040 fak); P
Oe3 {2fl; A O 5uliaan, A Bhan,
M =1 sach

Soorers Tor Meabh: A Miccgue 08 |1
45, Mzl A Galfnery 0-3; A Decwarlly, A
Lafly, L Dewine, O Critaficean O-1 aach
Rbrpin: A laccarra. A Banan. M Labe,
Aoy A 5

K Lynch, J Moegan, B Oienoghes, P
Déggin. L Collires, © Sipliana, G Walsh, A
M iLsen, & O fulsan
$w-:r-ll;.:|=r,-n1;ln H-:ll-{':'l:.=~I| 5
BEEATHE: T Narpiry 25 Magna &
Ol T mnuﬁ Gince, E Burke, C
OfFliordan, & Mincgus, & Loy, G Lot
aman, A Gallney, O O'Halloran, E
Ol I.Di-.-'-':.' A
Subes A Doanelly e OFConmsll '
Lecrawt ko O Faciiaey (504
Malered; Blran Koy (Kidans)
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Display
in second
half very

WOITYING
and needs

fixing

LET'S face the fact that Cork’s loss (o Gl
way in Sunday’s Very Division 1A lengue
final wis a big hlow.

Cork have now lost their fourth national
final in two vears, and they haven’t beaten
Galway in a major final since 2017.

How Cork fell away in the second half is
of a major concern and something that’s
peyvehologically going to take o lot of re-
covering from.

Oines apain Galway's defence was out-
standing. but from a Cork perspective we
can't stand back and admire that; we rredl
to work on how to address it

Leading by two polnts ot half-timae after
fintshing the opening half strongly Cork
managed just one point from play in that
secoiil liall

Galway have a strong final record under

| manager Cathal Murray and considering

they dug out what was a muast win group
pame in Phire 11 Chaoimb thiree wetks ago
to reach the final this is a massive boost for
them ahead of champlonship, with a
nﬂ:‘ﬂhﬂr of key players also to return 10
frlay.

Cork took a two-point lead into the half-
time dressing room, hitting the last four
points of the thirty minutes,

They started well. Despite three early
Cork wides, with her first touch Orlaith
Cahalane rounded Dervia Higgins and
headed for the posts, While Galway,
awarmed by three Cahalane, got a pull on
the dropping ball, it snuck past Fiona
Ryan between the posis,

Carric Dolan got Galway off the mark
{wo minutes later before Cahalane again
got the better of Higgins to point amel with
Spoirse MceCarthy also hitting the mark,
Cork led 1-2 to 0-2, Dolan again providing,
after 12 minuies,

Cork were coplng well in defence nnd
were on top in the middle of the park, but
Galway hit asolid pateh with the wind and
struck 1-3 inside the next seven minutes to
Fiona Keating's one for Cork.

Their goal came on 18 minutes when
Nigmh MePeabke's strike was blocked by
Amy Lee only for Dolan to pull the re-
poumnd first time to the net.

But it was early days and Cork didn’t
falter, coming back at Galway.

It has to be said that they were helped
somewhat by a couple of poor Galway dect-
sions where they over caught or over car-
ricd the ball and gifted @ couple of fvees to

Cork.

Still, Cork looked to be doing fine and a
lovely puck-out by Lee found Laom Hayes
who struck the ball over the bar, epitomis-
Ing Cork’s flair at that time,

=1 L=
Cork’s lzzy O'Regan with Sabina Rabbitte and Carrie
Dolan of Galway
Picture: WPHO Ryan Byme
Match analysis

Mellerick

What went wrong in the second half?

A Cork poal chance that went amiss at
the re-start for one,

A great move involving Saoirse
MeCarthy, Flonn Keating and Orlaith Ca-
halane came off the post and Amy 0'Con-
nor's ground stroke while slightly back
peddling was smothered.

Three Galway points by the 40th minute
to Cork's only point from play in that sec-
and half had the sides level at 1-8 apiece.

Referee Justin Heffernan was picky but
consistent on overcarrying.

Laura Treacy was again reading her
wings very well and Cork were getling
many chances up front. ('Connor hit aver
a free, but two scoreahle chances for Cork
to put them three up went wide and a min-
ute later Galway got their second goal.

A pass from the left was brillinntly
taken by the running Sabrina Rabbitte
and she deftly lobbed Lee to give Galway a
2.8 to 1-10 lead.

Cork weren't making any headway up
front against a resolute Galway Full-teeke
line despite making a number of substitu-
tions to try and break them down.

Sorcha MeCartan converted a free. Car-
rie Dolan, who has become such a leader
for Galway, pointed her seventh of the day
also from a free with the hardworki
‘Aoife 0'Donoghue adding another and the
game was slipping from Cork.

O'Donoghue’s run to win a ball she
looked to have no chance of geiting was a
huge signal to her team in that final
quarter.

O"'Connor and Dolan again from placed
balls and then, crucially, another two poor
wides from Cork signalled that the title
was only going one way.

Aine Heane added the insurance point
and Cork again come home empiy-handed.

Plenty of thinking to do befoere the cham-
pionship starts and Cork need to find o
Em._!-' to beat Galway ssoner rather than

L L

Orlaith Cahalane of Cork in action sgainst iara Hickey ofGaheay during the Very Camoge League Final
Division 1A match at Croke Park in Dublin. Hoenan Sportshile

Orlaith Cahalane of Cork has a shot on goal des-
pite the efforts of Roisin Black of Gahway.

B

of Galway.

Picture: Edin

Cork's H-E-Ihhll-lrrh'l- batties with Aoife Donohue

Pictare: fyan Bymne/Inphe

Score of the game: Plenty
ta choose from, with Sabina
Rabhitée's jgoal quality,
batt for the difficulty of the
angle and distance Chloe 5i-
peraon’s second-half point
weas the piek of thet,
Player of the game: Laura
Tracey and Libby Coppl
wore both outstanding for
the Cork and didn't put a
foot wrong all throngh, but

Story of the game

the accolade went to Gal-
way's full-back Roisin
Black, who matched Cop-

inger on her performance
1 thie mumber three jersey.
Turning peint: I 8 gams
that was tight all through
the telling moment ciime
when Galway raised their
second green flag. A bril-
liant ball from Ajllish
' Reilly was caught on the

funt by Rabbitte to find the
back of the net, after 45 min- |
utes. It put Galway twao |
points up and from here
Cork never got back on level

terins.
Referee watch: Whilst no
manager or team will be

Justin

e



Rory

Moonan
Galway 2-13
Cork 112

MORE heartbreak for O

hands of Galway as they I:lr;z]:{l I':tu tu:h:
'[‘rribem'umm i the Very Division 1A
MNational Camogle League final at
Croke Park vesterday aftermoon.

In a garme that was tight all thirough,
sabina Rabbitte's second-half goal
proved o be the crucial score.

It put her side two points upand
from there they never trailed again.

Cork haven't beaten Galway in-a
final (league or All-Ireland) sinee 2017
and sadly for the Kebels that run cons
timued this tme ot

It certainly was for lack of effort on
Cork's part, with the Ukes of Laura
Tracey, Libby Coppinger, and Pamaola
Mackey to the fore for Cork.,

After three early wides and a couple
of other mizsed opportunities, Cork
took the lead fiour minotes in whemn Or-
Inith Cahalane raised the first green
flag of this afternoon.

She took on the Galwmy defenoe and
serambled the sliethar over the line for
the first scome,

Twa minukes later and Galway wore
aff the mark when Carrie Dalan
pointed, but Cork were enjoying the
better of the early exchanges

Cahalane got Cork’s first point, with
Dolan on target again from & free, to
make it 1-1 to0-2 with 10 minnbes gon,

Saoirse MeCarthy replied for the Re-
bels from the restart before Dolan got
her third from a fres to put fwo be-
twosen the 3ides.

A poor ball from a free by Cork 1at
Sahina Rabbitte in to rajze a white flag,
with Fiona Keating replying to make it

1-3 o 0=,

With 19 minutes gone Galway took
the lead when Dolan raised a green
fag. Niamh McPeake's effort was well
saved by Amy Lee but thers wis no-
thing she could do when Dolan

nead on the breaking ball.

Aoife Donohue added a point as Gal-
way were how on top and using the
wind to their advaniage.

Amy O'Conner and Donohoe ax-
changed scores, before Laura Hayes
pointed to put only & point between
thern, 15 to 1-6.

A zmpe-rh point from long disiance
free by Sorcha McCartan put Cork
back level and anotler free, this time
from O'Connor, saw the Habels retake
the lead. her

O'Connor played Keating in but
shot on goal was well saved by Flona
Ryan. Bat the referee was .
vantage for a late tackle on -

whao picked herself up to score from the
frise to see the Rebels lead 1-8 to 1-6 at
ha]f-llmll- D':l]u :r'cdl.l.-tﬂd l..hﬂ d:l!ﬂl:!“

bl
o P £y .
1‘.1-|-.|...1n..;!'|:'r . T

Park in Dublin.

with an early fres before Cork shold
Tnve had & secondd goal-

Cahalane’s effort came back off the

tuﬂ i snved NConpors effort

trvoe, Belore Dalan was on targed from
another free to make 1t 1-8 fo 1-8 with 37
minutes plaved. ;

Thres minutes later and the sides
ware Joved, wimnnlmﬂ EA
whiktte flag from anotsr

O Connor put the Rebels back in
front from a free ina before Haw-
keye denked Clicha. a poldnt Lo in-
crense Cork’s load.

With 46 minutes gone Galway were
back in frent when Allish O°Rellly
found Rabbitte and ilugtm Lee no
chanoe of saving fo score Galway's see-
onid goal, 28 {0 1-10.

s =
TR B

MeCartan replied frodm a free from
the restart with Dolsn replying from
amother placed ball at the othar end fo

keep Galway two points in front,

Dhomchume thedr lead to three
and with i minafes go o {1 wasn't
looking for the Rebals,

' Cofinor pedocsd the deficit (rom a
free, to make it 1-13 to 2-11 with seven
minaites laft.

Another Dolan free put thres be-
tween the sides again as Cork now
needed a goal with Hme running out.

Daelan a goal hetween the sides
apain, before O'Connor played MeCar-
tan in but she was sirrounded by the

defence to deny Chr‘:aﬁ!‘_

With 61 minutes gone Alne e
got the insarance scong i Galway Fan
piik deserving winners to keep thiir
winning run agaknst Cork going.

; , i o e T L =
{rla Cronin of Cork s tackled by Rachael of the Very Final Division 1A match at a sunmy (roke
by Hanniffy of Galway during Camagie League o ESe

as Cork defeated

-

Geaiain lor Gabway; © Delan 18 (T, A Donotu
03, S Flabbéin 1.1 A4 Kb 0-1.

Eark: O Cahalana 1-1, & DCannr 05 (34, §
Eummm {1, F Maating, S McCarhy, L Hayes,

g
CORK: A Lae [ha Placsaioi W Murphy Baliecrl,
L Coppingar (51 Gelumd). B Cabalane (51 Fin-
basr's]; P Macky ilougiis), L Treacy [KBaghl. |
O Ragan (DaBygaran); § MeCaihy [Cowdey
. L Mayes [31 Cattwsne'sh. ©

F |m m.-n'f:c" :,a.iu.ﬂ
m 'm:-u-l"ﬂ.m
(51 Pk i, & LleCanan (52 Fnban k)

Bubs: E i Picrtrn] for © Sigarides (535,
Dﬁmﬁg for G Higaly (853, &

B e .
GALWAY: F & Healy, A Black, [ Higging; &

& Canooean jor W McPeak. (800, & A Pors
for A, O Pty J Hughes lor 5 Pabbite (hot 000
Malared: Juain Hefleman, Wedond,

WoTE BREY SO0TINE
harve gore oVer

rt and when they look back
ﬂi‘hm missed clanoss,
was close all

. ad 10 wides overall, five in each half.
‘ﬂ?ﬁ:ﬁfz’ﬁmn-z soam ke moch some of there
chanoes that you wonkd expect (5

¢ shot in-'n:]: distanes and dropped
&
Others wWer i i
in n game that

After "the stat of five wides per half is not
ane that would upset oo many MARARETE,

Ryan donvin

bat on

this oocasion Matthow Twomey and his selectors
will knorr it coad them dearly.
Goals: As the old saying goes ‘poals win games” and
thai was certalnly the case yesterdady

Cork had a number of o
Eﬂﬂ Nags, with the width of the

pit savve Trom Ehe rebauml by
g the Rebebs on one such occasion.

At the other end Gabway had fwo chamnces (o rajse
green flags and they mads sure they dikl. Both came

Three reasons why Cork lost to Galway in camogie

at crucial Hmes, the Orst whan it looked 1ike Cork
i gt @ grip on the game and the second
puiting them in front, That
plie the ket efforts of the Cork sldi.

Laack: They sy vou nesl & bit of Tuck to win finals
ami on & firw oceasfons Cork

rlaith Cahalane’s offort coming back off the
post belng one such example when it looked ke
she was going to get her second goal.

wern

‘. again,
tanities to ralsa

amd abril-
hosiz e Filoman

wis never lost

eidn’t have it yeater-

Cork's Emm and Dervla
Higgins of Galway. Picture: Inpho

Cork
player
ratings

Amy Lee: To be falr, thore
wis little alve could have done
about either goal, Her pucks
ouls conldn’t be fanlted ail
through. Bar the e goals shi
didn’t really have a save Lo
malkoe all throwgh. 7
Meabh Murphy: A young
El:n.:mr who pla @1 part in
ceping the Galway full-for-
ward Hne gaiet all through,
Gavve 1t ver all over the hour, &
Libby ﬂwpingeri Simply
ontstanding as she has been
all through the league. A
miwle] of conslstency and was
ther snme agaln yesterday, 8
Meabh Cahalane: Had a
wkbe game by her own stan-
nrds and wasn't seen bur-
gting forward as she normally
can bt defensively ployed her
part in keeplng a guallty full-
forward line quisct. 7
Pamela Moackey: Another,
whin plaved well in what was &
overall defonshee dispday
Cork, desplbe the loss, T
Laura Treacy: Was the
best player on the pitch for
Cork and must now be con-
sldered one of the top cenlra-
hacks in the gnme, Head the
game well as she always does
and would have been in line
for Player of the Game had
Cork won. 8
Tzzy O'Regan: Was faken

off in the secand-half bt over-
all had a geod game. 6
Saoirse MeCarihy: Mnde n

numbor of runs farward b
on one or (wa occasions her
finishing ket her down. &

Laura Hayoes: Was promi-
nent in the firet-half but not &s
much afier the break. Got a
great score and will be one of
the players Cork will ook o
come the champlonship, 6

Chioe Sigerson: Another
gocd display from the Killeagh
Maver, who hielps out in de-
fence as much as an nttacking
role, bofore being taken o
after £ minutes, &

Filona Eeating: Started
well but again was not as
prominent in the second-hall

[

Cliona Healy: Worked
hard all through before alw
was withdraym after 46 min-
ples §

Amy O"Connor: Her froes
from polints were erucial ai
times to keop Cork in the
game; but wasn'l as promi-
gm i sh:ﬂnmﬂd have liked

m generitl play. &

Orlakth ﬂnhLﬁe: Started
well and another ypoung player
whio will leart & lot firom this
encounter. Got o great goal
simdl was unloeky not (o get a
spoond. 8

Sorcha MeCartan: Worked
fuaed a1l through and with al
litele fuck coubl have won bt
EhmrEL:i‘nTu M Qela f:m-ll

a: urplg
fin, Aot Healy m ﬂlu«dlﬁh
Einn dign'y really Impact ihe
gama when they cama on. L]
Rory Moonar.






alway hint at
bigger things
to come after
downing Cork
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VERY CALRCRIE DIVITRCH 4 FIMAL

CATHAL MURRAY did his best to dis-
cuade anyone getting woo excited but s
displays of potential go. Gabwary's league
final win over Cork in Croke Park was
pncendnbly inipressive.

Mo necessarily the mature of the Wil
itself, alivough there was pienty o
addmire in that (oo,

Avoung Galway defence kept Cork 1o
jiest 0-4 and only ene from play in the
second hall of a game in which they
visibily grew in stature as it played out.

“Thyeir frveard fine, minus Ortaith and
Siobhdn MeGrath, took all but one of
their chances in that period also. But
without six of the team tha started
Fast vear's All-Iretand wepni-final loss to
Kitkenny, they were full value for money
and a bil more beskdes for a second

Ty title iR row.

“Drlighted, but that wasno't at cham:
piomship bevel 1oy Murray stressed.
=W still have a lot of work to doto gel
1o champeonship pace. Our efliciency in
e fira bl waas poor. but n the second
ek v i) take our chances, That was
pleasing. It was more about grinding it
ot thean it being o classic game, We ane
very happy with that aspect ol il

Tun down at halime when only
slightly better calibration among the
Cork forwands might have put them
out of sight, Gabway were impressively

comtrodled in the second. Carrie Dolan
was superb from placed balls - her first-
hnlfgmt“asm'ilﬂpiﬁ:nlin_milkmal
a time when Cork were establishing an
air of superinrily.

Anific Donohoe tsreasensed all through
while 2 briliiant goal from Sabina Rab-
hitte micway through the seoond hadl
gavie then separation from Corle

“Today was nlore about grinding it
ot Murray insisted. T don't think we
were ever at the pitch of it in the Arst
half and we were happy 1o g0 in Iwo
down 11 half-time because Cork had
dome the majority of the hurling

“we struggled in o lot of places just
10 keep 1abs on them. They showed
huge character in the second half, we
improved on an awful Lot of stufl, and
delivery into the forwards improved an
awiul lot, aswell”

Successhul

Transition isn't 2 word Murmy was
keen on using vesterday, despite the

Ovrla Cronin of Cork is stopped in her tracks by Galway's Rachael Hanniffy
during yesterday's league final at Croke Park EGii NOONAN/SPORTSFILE

new sheen of his eam. Maybe thats Thn:}-ma:r‘ﬂ-mhnhqhmnnhr:hru numnurshmmgmmmdaf.
hecause it's generally only called tran-  on paper. but Gt quite find a way 10 They're the breaks but we seem 1o be
sition when youne not being successful. [l aver the line in the final push. Yes- always on the receiving end of them.
-1 hate the word transition tobe hon-  terday their sicth defeaton s tough. That's our fourth final now in
st withh you” Murray confimmed. high-  the spin 1o Galway, 100, It's beoominga - A TOW. It's ot easy. Wee know we're tere
lighting the efficiency of the supply  habit. ; nrﬂumﬂiwﬁhnm‘mn@justg:m
chain from the Gahway intermediate Afterveards, their manager. Matthew e results on the big days:
ciche. which he also manages. “Alotof  Twomey. made no attempl o hide mﬁﬂ&ﬂﬁ‘“&%
bt year's intermediate group, we knew  either his frustration or disappomiment “""""“'“ e mmspumc i ey’
ey woere going 1o ke setior .’I.Srlid whether it would be ﬁ?ﬂ mrmmﬂl T i
10w fuist a case of when they gotup”  his psayers tor bounce straight GRIWEY -Fipn 1.5 RStk ], .
Cmﬁmmmﬂf.mﬂ}‘mﬂ?rdﬂﬁ l%-d now given the number ol consecutive wm;m;:m Eﬂh—"r
that winning fecling again. And soon.  finad defeat. be admined: Tt has w be. mlﬂm&MEm”“kwm
This was their fourth loss in maor Mﬁﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁtﬂtﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂmmwlﬁ A Pernar i dor O Rl 1531, | Husghes, e Babbite 453
fnals in & row - two All-Irclands, two a grreat league campaign. We wene very  CoR-Aled i Mrphy 7, L Coppisage &, M Caalarss 7. P
beagues - sinoe 2018, Clearly. they anc Tappy coming into thve gy bockay. m%mlﬂmﬁmﬂ EC
o] enougzh 1o be among that triond <At hall-Hime, we Were very happy. But ﬁ.lma.hhﬁmwmw g,
counties falong with Kilkenng) who wr_mmem'lput!lmﬁnﬂ e € Plaaly 1961, A Hisly & hor CPorgan 983, Fn & For
have shared all of the spoils between  on it now:\We have o analyse iL U5 a ‘;‘rml |

them for alimeost a decade.

e oy o be coming up with any great

e

Very Camogie League Division One final

Rabbitte goal key fo

Galway 213
Cork 112
DARAGH O CONCHUIR

a1 Crake Park

A fantastic goal from Sabina
Rabbitte midway through the
second half, allied with a per-
sonal contribution of 1-8 from
Carrie Dalan and a dour defen-
give display, all added uproGal-
way retaining their Division 1A
title a1 the expenseof an equally
driven but less-economical
Cork.

1t i seventh title in votal for
Galway but o third in five sea-
spne for Cathal Murray's side,
with two All-Irelands alsoin the
hank in his tenure,

That this victory came with
somany new fnoes and the likes
of Niamh Kilkenny, Sarah Der-
van, Siobhiin McGrath, Orlaith
McGrath, Sarah Healy and the
retired Heather Cooney una-
vailable, to name just six, marks
them out as the team 1w beat in

the All-Treland Championship..

Corkwill be one of those with
something 1o zay about the des-
tination of the O'Dufly Cup and
haee hadinjury problems them-
selves, the likes of Katrina
Mackey and Ashling Thomp-
son among the significant ab-
gentecs, but they have to be
steng by what ks fourth consec-
utive loss in a national final

Cork will rae wasting 3 host
of chanees in the second hall,
whereas thelr opponents only
hit thedr first wide of the latter
period in injury time.

Theedge
Cork had the edge in the first
half, registering four points in
TOW 10 furn a two-point deficit
into a two-point interval lead.
I-B o -6,

They had started perfectly
too with an Orlaith Cahalane
goalin the third minute, Thelat-
est scion of the famed Gaelic
games family had already made
one dangerous run before fin-
ishing another with a solid
strike off the sod, after being
heoked cxcellently initially,

LI T

r Galway as Cork

ra'le
=
| |
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with Carrie Dolan and Siobhan Gardiner of Galway.

T CELARHE AN [ RHESNTHO

Last year's minor star and sis-
ter of defender Méabh followed
upwitha point, after the inspira-
thonatl Delan had got Galway off
the mark with a fine scare.

The me settled therealier,
Dolan hitting pwo of the mext
ummﬂnisuuurm;r’ssi.dma-
tablistied n foathabd.

They were boosted signifi-
cantly further by an 1lth-min-
ute goal from Daolan, The Clarin-
ME-EE sharpshooter reacted
quickest 1o the rebound after
Amy Lee saved from Ninmh
MePeake, Her ground shot
barely trickled over the line.

Aoile Doncohue hit two de-

squander chances

lightful points cither side of in front and with Cork’s antack

Amy O'Connor's first score, reliang fior the most part on

from a free, anditwasi-6ol-4;  O'Lonnor converting placed

but Laura Hayes powered up balls, they were able to keep
the left flank to drive over an  their nosesin front.

outstanding point on the run Dolap was unerring from
from the next play. matchingan  frees hersell, but Denchue

earlier effort from midfield col:  chipped in with her third. A

leagwe Saoirse MeCarthy, goal separated the gides when

Three more points from {y'Connor broke with a seaning

frecs, by McCartan and O'Cone  run in the soth minute. Her
nor (two), edged the Rebels pass to Sorcha McCartan al-
ahead at the change of ends. lowed Galway defenders

The second hall was tight, swooped to biock and clear and
bath defensive units deserve Aine Keane drove over a beauti-
much credit for that, with Libby
Coppinger. Méabh Murphy and
Laura Treacy prominent [or
Cork and Shauna Healy, Dervia
Higgins and Riisin Black offer-
ing stern resistanee for Galway.

Cahatane's piledriver hit the
puslpu:ad El]‘ICunmr":iFJ shot was
stopped wells ana Ryan.

Galway fﬂ-uﬁl the net via a h"'?lb“b'-l'-"ﬁ:'*ﬂ-
seneational Tiniih by SABUTE Coyes e, TR
Rabbitte who placed the shiotar  meCarty -0 L 1) Sigaersan
over the advancing Amy Lee in  {0-1) FKesting(0-0 ChHesly. AQ Canner
remarkably composed fashion, {015, P frees) S MoCartan {02 twe
aler being pu through by Al £S5 U C L e
ish O'Reilly in the AGth minule, iRl Caralane 51

That moved them two polnts mm

ful snaring scere 1o set the seal
on o special day for Galway.

AL WY F Ryan, oty Fiftack [T Hges.
§reings F Helptert Bbnntty NHaon=y. C
ickery, 5 Rablitts{1-11 C st (-8, seven
fraes] K aang (01, b P ADondst
{03, ALY ety Seubien S Corcen foe
Beicpabae B A P o o TR0 L)
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: ot pelebrate after their Very Camogie League Divisicn 14 final win over Covk at Croke Park yesterday and, inset, Galwiy
W;m Srauntan encourages the Tribeswemen from the sidelings. Gahway won the game 2-13 to 1-12
FnH B RME Gy

CORE camogie manager Matthew Twomey
contld mot hide his disappolntment after ]ual.ng
their Very Division 1A final in Croke Par

vesterday, their second league final defeat in a

TOW.

“Wa're very disappointed,” be sald, "We
thought we were In & good posttion at half time
bt our Sieoess paie b the second half was 33%
which 1s not gnoiigh. Galway had 100%
and we can't Blame inexperience or anything
Like that. it was just poar,

=1t was disappolnting, but kol, we have 1o go

avway amd up mow again.”
Catle ?ut perfiect start, alse finish the
first half well, bat fell away in the second hatf,

“We wern very appy and were causing them
all sorts of trouble,” sakd Twomey, “We were
mmhﬂr right options, even though vz coitibd
hava ancther two goals, bat to come out
like that in the second hall, it was disappointing

for them.
Cork finished with 10 wides, and that cam ead
era’ confidence, =1 don't like criticising
hiit that's one thing we spoke aboul,
inkn the scortng zone, nob taking shots
wav out — Hail Mary ones.™ Twomey
gaid. “We can't say that’s inexperience any
miore Because this is our fourth time here. Its

= Linda Mellerick

Just very disappointing. Chir lurnovers in the
second quartar wene very strong and [ think if
wa had pot that goal straight after half time,
we'd have biirled them, We didn't, and they
went up the field and got their goal.”

Cork were still in bt at that stage bt hit just
one paint from play and had another goal
chanee late in the gamee. “They had twoshotsat
gonl and got two, We had aboul five charces
and got one,” sald Twomey. "Tt's cruclal to take
these opportuniiies when you get them.”

This is Cork's fourth fnal loss, How i that
golng to play on players’ minds heading inbo
ch;un,ﬁi-:-nsh 7 “It'd golng to hurt but they've
two choices now, sit back and feel sorry for
themselves or stand up and fight and if they're
ot willing to do that we're wasting our time,
Bt we'll bo inslsting they do,” said Twomey.

Cork play newly-crowned division 2
champions Waterford in two weeks and that
won't be easy. “Not at all; they'H be full'af

confidence. I8 up to s to da:n!ln-
= 4y T hawe voe choan bt wo ™ sl Twomey.




