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ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE SEMI-FINAL

Waterford come up just short

(o Lo

THOMAS KEANE

Waterford's interest in this

year's  Alllreland  Senior
Camogie Championship
ended at Croke Park on Sat-
urday when they lost to Cork
in the first of this year's semi
finals.

Waterford led for 53
minutes and looked as if they
wiould end a T3-year wail o
gel back to a senbor All-Ire-
tand Final, but in the cloesing
minutes Cork were able tocall
ppads all of their expericnce 1o
cop them over the line.

The Rebels were well tested
and afier the game many of
thelr players and supporters
acknowhedged that for much
af the game Waterford were
the betier ieam.

Cork's Ashling Thompson
was sel to miss the game
after she was sent aff against
Tipperary, but folloving a
suceessful appeal to the two
match ban, she was sent on
as a sub in the second quarter
aof the game and her presence
made a difference o Cork as
shie steadied the ship at a thme
when Waterford were well on
toge

Waterford will be disap-
pointed with the linal result
but the side have made pro-
gress this year. Beating Tip-
perary  and  reaching  the
semi-finals with =0 many of
last vears panel missing was
a big plus and there is boumd
tor be an unbelievable hunger
in this group of players nearly
12 months out from the start
of the 2023 champbonship.

Knowing they have pushed
some of the traditonally
stronger sides all the way,
they will believe that maybe
if this present panel stick
together, anything can be
possihle in 2028,

Waterford  opened  the
seoring  with 73 seconds
plaved when Beth Carton
fired over from the 21-metre
lime.

Cartonn pat Waterford’s
second point over from a free
30 metres from the end line
with 12 minutes played,

Five minutes later Mairead
O'Brien plaved the ball ont of
her own defence in the direc-
tion of Abby Flynn who ran
at the Cork Tull back line and,
with a score on, she spotted
Fisin Kirwan in a hetier

tion inside the 20 metre
ine and the Salng Anne's club
player tried to lob Amy Lee
in the Cork goal but she saw

her effort rise a little too high
over the Cork crosshar.

Beth Carton added another
point when she got the better
of two Cork players and from
55 metres out she fired over
her thied and Waterford's
fourth point of the game with
20 miinutes played,

Cork were in trouble and
with 21 minutes played they
sent on Ashling Thompson
in place of Katie O'Mahony,
bast Waterhord extended their
advantage Tarther when Beth
Carton put over a 24-minule
free fallowing a foul on
Miamh RBockett.

Cork eventually broke their
duck on 25 minutes when
Eatrina Mackey fired owver
from the Cusack Stand side of
the field and the Rebellettes
followed up with a seore from
Sorcha MeCartan.

Chloe Slgerson  pat  owver
what leoked to be a dobious
free on the half hour mark.
Cork played the ball over the
sideline on the Hogan Stand
side of the [Meld and while
the linesman signalled a line
ball for Waterford, roferce
Ray Kelly deemed that Abby
Flynn had fouled the player
before the ball went over the
gigeline.

From the restart Mairead
O'Brien and Bachel Walsh
Linked up to find Abby Flynn
and she made no mistake in
firing over the Cork, cross-
bar restoring a three-point
lead for Waterford and in the
second of two added minutes
Miamh Hockett fired over o
give Waterford an 0-7 to 0-3
advantage at hatf-time.

Walerdord's Malréad 0'Brien made runs ke this 2l afternosa.

Having taken just 73 seconds
i open their scoring in the
first half, Derek Lyons side
needed six seconds bnger in
the second half with Nlamh
Rockett shooting over into the
canal end of the grownd,

Katrina Mackey hit Cork's
flirst score of the second half
on 33 minutes and the Rebels
ledlowwed wp with a score from
Cliona Healy to cut Water-
ol lead (o thires.

Abby Flynn got her second
n; the fame o0 35 mifibes
after some good work
Orla Hickey to open up a m.'ﬁ

point lead once more, but
Cork reduced it on 39 minutes
when Amy 0°Connor put over
a [ree and the lead was down
to two when Fiona Keating
fired over after 42 minutes,
Lorraine Bray, who had a
fantastic year for Waterford,
got on the score sheet on 46
minutes but this score was
wiped out when Amy O'Con-
por put over a free from the
a0 metre line after Keeley
Corbett Barry took a yellow
for the team a5 Hanmah
Looney bhore down oo the

waterford goal.

-

Waterford's Beth Carton solos past Coric's Saolrse Mctarthy.

Brianna (FRegan @5 one
of the finést goalkecpers in
the country and she showed
why on 49 minutes when she
made two excellent saves
from Emma Murphy, not
once but twice deflecting the
second effort out for a u5
and from the resulting puck

Amy O'Connor fired over 0
leave Waterford ahead by the
minimum (0-10 to 0-4).

Amy O'Connor levelled
matters with just under seven
minutes to play and they took
the lead with just over foar

Continued on Page 57
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minutes beft when Emma
Murphy fired high over the
head of Brianna O'Regan.

Cork went two In front with
two minutes to play when
sorcha  BoCartan  padnbed,
Cork’s fifth point in a row,
Cork made sure of thelr
passage to this year's All-Ire-
land when Sorcha MeCartan
sofnted from a long range
‘ree and they rounded off
1 ostromg last quarter per-
lormance with a late Amy
Connor point from a free
ind an even later score from
Fiona Keating.

%0 Cork march on to this
year’s All-lreland Final, but
Waterford are not wery far
behind  the  traditionally
stronger sides Fight now,

Some great work has been
put in with different under-
age and adult sides at bhoth
club and Inter cownty level
andd that great work is begin-
ning bo reap s rewards,

in a few weeks time we will
get to see the nominations
for this year's All-Star team
amd it would be no surprise vo
sed many Waterford players
inchisded. If Waterford do not
et o record number of nom-
inations, then many will be
surprised.

Players that compete in the
latter stages of the champi-
anship usually are those that
make up the team,

Whoever picks the All-
itar eam will have to e
impressed with what they
have seen from Waterford
this year Recent All-Star
winmers Beth Carton, Niamb
Rockett and Lorraine Bray
were again to the fore.

But they were not the only
standout players. How long
more does Brianna O'Hegan
have to wait to win an All-
Star? She has proven time

- ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE SEMI-FINAL

Waterford's Lbiry Fiynnsooeed a fine polnt for er chie in the first balf,

and time again to be an out-
standing goalkeeper. Water-
ford had other heroes this
vear such as Clodagh Carroll
in the number skx shirt and
players like Keeboy Corbett
Barry, Tona Heffernman, Orla
Hickey, Clara Griffin, Abby
Flynn and Roisin Kirwan,
a new player o the Water-
ford set up this year. These
are just some of the Water-
ford players to stand out. All
might not All-5tar nom-
inations this year but they
cannot be far away Time will
tell.

2022 is all about so much
achieved but going forward
the team know they have

Fateriond"s Relsin Nirwss 15 dravped ach by Cork's Libby Cappénger.

what it takes to make the
next siep or two,

ERTERFORE - Eriannd (fegan, Beefy Corbefl: N

Barry, lora Felfeman, Mastad Fowet, Ol
Hicke, Ciodigh Carmll, Acife Landers; Lomaing
g, (o Grilfin, Aoy Fyrn, Beth Canon,
Hairsa (PErion, Farfel Wkl R Kirean,
Hizmh ot

woms: Taa Poestr dor Maread Oiden (46,
Sarah Lacey for R Minean (55).

SOpaERs: Eieth Carioe (-4, 012 0L by Fhvem,
Wmh fockell (30 eady Bdn Knean
lormre: By (-l -

o ey e Meath Muhy Ly
(oppinger, Maath (ahatine. Lo g, (aum
ooy, Sacise Melariby, Kale (Habondy,
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‘Waterfond's (lara Griffia in command agalnst Cork's Floaa Kealing.

Hannah Looney, Kairina Mackey: Fona Keating, (27, Emma Forply fer (hice Spemsan ), - Somha Miolarken (01, 041 1, Kalring Mackey,
(hora Healy, Ay Oorne, (hioe Ggerena,  (vlaith Cabaloes for (R Hemly (350, Gae oo et {0-7) e, Cliosi My, (e
Sonhg Molarian, Soevee, (iaiy EMurply, (e for Misabh Murpiy (54 Sgerien {0 each.

a3 Aefieg Thomgrsaa for e [Miaboney IEETERrEE: Py el (Xadast).

Soomer: Ay OCoenor (-5, 03 L OH &)L

Waterbord's Miamih Rechett tries o get past Cork's Likley Coppinger,



Class Is permanent in the rivalry
that defines modern camogie

CQNEN'S iéam
sports are havinga
moment right now,
o state of Glfairs

that is both eociting and firos-
trating. I's exclilng begause |
b overhearing people talk-
ing mbout the Linnesses af the
Euros feven i s just to give
ol aboat Fnglhnd winning
somethingk binchise | was
abde to wateh o surprising
amodinit af wWorsen s saflball an
the scréens in spors bars on
my recent iravels to the US;
because it's heartenlng o read
that half a millben peophe
tubpiesd bnvbe TOH fo watch
Meath win back-o-back All-
Irelamds.

itz frusirating becauss one
wadibild never have to dtter the
siundr phirnse about Imen's
team sports having a mameni
right now" — bt 18 never not
thelr moment. But with o tan-
talising All-Inoland camogrie
firenl on the slate this wee-
Eend, women's sports sre
hﬂnul]!lﬁ:lﬂ Lis eolusmn inches
and podesst alrtdme for an-
other while yot. Here are Mve
talking points ahead of the de-
cider:

1. Famillarity bresds

fierce rivalry

This k& the rivalry that defles
comagie in the modern age.
Cork and Kllkenny met ina
irtlogy of thrilling finals from
2014 b 2008, 2 period that eo-
inchded with RTE signdfl-
cantly stepping up thelr televi-
sion coverage of the camogie
clamphonship, In %16, Ann
Downiey's Kilkenny won their
first All-Ireland since 1994 —
when the cup was lifted, incl-
dentally, by Ann Downey, 2015
wis the leotie fnal of Gemama
¥ Connor’s monster equalizer
s Jukia White's howdid-
she-managelo-gel-tlie-slot-
off winner, And in 2018, Cork
oce again edyed Bt by a pokn
b tense, tactical affair that
eidied up belng o mesterclass
in frestaking o Orla Cofter,
Chloe Sigerson, and Denise
Lanuli. Thi personnel — both
management and plivers —
hawve changed significantly
shnee ks irilogy of finals, b
the Fivalry remnins Meree, as
evbilienced by last vear's semi-
fimal: this tme, i1 was Linda

Colling's fwmn to break Kilken-

oy Feenrts disep o injary
time after coming off the
bencl,

2. Teams b transition - bt
class Is permanent

Both temmes linve battied o the
Tl despite losing several
key plavors tlrongh bnjury
aml relirement, managing o
sustain o winming culiure ina
time of transition, In his first
vear ns manager, Matthew
Twomiey has il bo conbemnd
without thae likes of Orla Cro-
min, Fameln Mockey, and
Lincla Callins from last
year's panel; althowgh new
finds Ermmae Murphy and
Sorcha MeCartan, both
crucial in Cork's somi-
final turnaroumd

—
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER: Cork’s Orla Cotter tries to break away from Kilkenny's Edwina Keane {left) and Claire Phelan during the 2018 All-ireland
camogie final. The rivalry between these counties remains as strong as ever.

wisnks ago, should bolster (he
Cork attnek. Meanwhibe,
Brian Dowling iz without
sisters Hallvann and Aoife
Dowvle — bath, coincidentally,
ol with eruciaie injurdes —
and defensive stalvariz Co-
latte Dormer and Davina
Tobin, who both rotired after
lasi season, Buck in the fobd ks
Julianine Malone, Plaver of
ithie hatel all the way back in
thie 2006 final, who has been
living in Australia for the past
few years; she popped over
four points from play in Kil-
kenny's defent of champions
Galway bna pulsnting semi-
fnal, Meanwhile, poalie Asife
Morris, corner-hack hMichelbe

Techan, and newly-minted
centre-back Grace Walsh ars
emerging as defensive lenders.
Az John Kiely would say: next
woaman .

3. The Ashling Thompson
factor

Two wieks ago. Cork got a
fright ngainst a determined
Al foctsed Walerford side,
wha maile the most of their
first semi-final since 19549,
Waterford's game manage-
mienit was excellent and after

20 minutes, Cork hadnt regis-

fered o ginghe score. Enter
Thompszon, whose avadlability
aii the ekay had only been de.
termined that very mokmlng,
when her two-match ban in-
curred in Cork’s rotind-robin
loss o Tippernry was over-
turned, She dropped to
sweaper, fresing up conine-
back Layen Treacy to plck ngp
Beth Carton, who had
maklng hay up until tha
point, Thompson‘s .
e, aggression and disiribg-
Eborn were erucind bo Cork's
ability (o steady the shigs, al-
though they stlll only ook the
bead for the first time four

Ryan

minutes from the end, piling
on point after poknt o win by
five. Brinkmanship, oragutsy
recovery to dig out a win? We
know which narrative Davy
Fitz will e going with.

4. Kitkenny's savage work-
rato

Kilkenny have always had
the pkavers, but there have

by been vears when

they lacked that ruthlessness
navd refusal to lose that we as.
sockate with fhe eats. There's
an exira sting o them this
year, however, that eould
nearly be described as Co-
dyesque. Brian Dowiing is wlt-
ing for his second AlLl-Treland
in three years of being in
charge, and he — along with
his backreom team of Philly
Larkin, Pat O Netll, and
Tomrmy Shofflin — k= stoeped
in that ferockons Kilkenny
hutrling eulture, It's that ‘for-
witrnds are the first line of de-
fence’, hooks-and-blocks ap-
proach, amd the Kilkenny
Wik ave never looked
more ravenous for the ball,
They are as vet unbenten this
veqrs this fact, and tlvedr defoat
of the champions in the semi-
fimeal, should have tlyem brim-
ming with confidence.,

5. Looking ahead: who
will break the Cork-Kilkenny-

Galway trifecta?
Ciiagde has never been

Picture: Inpho'Bryan Keane

played at a higher standard or
temipo, and yet the t has
Become preflctah]e SO
res

viery ileration of the final
gines M03 has involved zome
combination of these thres
countes, Perjods of domi-
nathon don’t last forever, but
the loniger they go on, the
bemenfis eeadt throwsdts Wi
fenm - -
ning begeds a winning cu)
bt emerging teams lave to
carve out a new rouke,

In recent vears, Ti
and Waterford have push
the top thees hard, and on o
cazbon come close to overturn-
img them. e
t vear, Tipp were

two pni:‘r.:lm of eveninal
champlons Galway before
conceding a late goal: Water-
ford went three points ahead
in thae 46th minute in this
vear's semi-final, but falled fo

ACOTE mqln-

It"s odten those closing
siages when experience
shows. Young emserging teams
focus on ex vie starts, but
experlenced teams think
abaut the st five minutes:
vou might be alead, you
mlﬁi;‘luhn hehlnﬂirjnrluu're Hred
— t are you going to do?

It's this extraordinary
resilience that has brought
ihese two great rivals to the
final, andd [ for one can®t wait
to wabch low it all unfolds,

|

Phelan:

it's tough
on injured
comrades

Paul Keane

Back in March, when All-Ire-
land camogle finalists Kilkon-
ny and Cark last met, finizh-
ing in stalemate in the
National League, hoth Doyle
sisters lined out for Kilkenny,

Deefender Kallyann carme off
Just 13 minutes into that 18 to
1-8 draw with a cruciate knee
ligament injury, the third of
her career, and all suffered In
games againgt Cork while, rog
mitiths lafer, sister Aolfe suf-
fered the same Injury in Kil-
kenny's Champlonship clash
with Limerick.

The palr have been in ex-
Earienced defender Clalire

helan's thoughts all week as
the county gears up for Sun-,
day’s All-Ireland final re-
match with Cork.

"Poor Kellvann, blow after
blow,” zaid Phelan. “She did
hers earlier in the vear
against Cork. And then Aoife
did the same against Limer-
fck. Tt's hugely tough on both
of them but they're brilliamng,
they re at every training
session, they're on the bus,
they’re tipping arcund still

it does make a difference
to have them thers, chatting
away fo girls.

“But you'd just be devas.
tated for them, the amount
they put info it. Laura Norris
as well, she's had a food infury,
bait she's back now, running
every night. You just see how
mueh it means to all of them."™

Phelan pets that 1t soumnds a
Litthe cheesy but It really does
make her extremely grateful
for the position she finds har-
saff in now, connting down the
days nntil the final,

"We have the opportunity
thiat ml:}:idun’t. wie have ﬂ

portunity fo gpet out on
:Ftth and play so we'll do
everything we can becanse
thiy'd beve to have that oppor-
tunity as well,” she said.

Phelan, on the panel for
over a decade, Grace Walsh,
Denis Ganle, and Miriam
Wilzh are ainong a cofe grotp
of experienced plavers guid-
ing Kilkenny th the peri-
od of transition.

It's a case of 5o far, 50 good
though as much as things
change they alse stay predty
much the same; Kilkenny
Cork in a national decider.
The pair have contested four
finals since 2004 and last
vear's semi-finnl.

“We've been on both sides of
ihe resulis 3o we know how
pasy they can slip away andt
how quick these games go by
You really hove to-be tuned i
and concentrating and hawe
vourself ready and in the bestl

possible shape von can be.™
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Cork's Amy 0'Connor battles

Grace Walsh of Kilkenny.

Resurgent Rebels

|

Picture: BiEH0

cannot afford any

Slipo-ups against the

s winning four Afl-lrsland's
in five years between 2014 arsd
2018, the years sinee have falt
axtramaly barren for Coark
camﬁgiu, with Sunday’s All-
Ireland final against Hilkanny
4 P b
push Cork ouwt 10 28 HH;UTHH
rodl of honsur tabie.
I the Cork managament and
pm}mmhmm_uuywprm
ably admit that this yaar's draw
was king o thevm, as It put thom
an the opposite side to big
hi and Galway, the
winners of the last fwo Al-Irsland
m:. all the way thraugh to the

 However, It might not have felt
like thal whan they were thres
points down to an impressive
Watestord outhit in the 46th min-
ute af tha Afl-ireland sami-linal
o wisks ago. They may have
gone into that gama as hot fa-
Mﬂ?ﬁhmw'naru abfi=
i, weRre oy b
t:fm’l-:“ — thelf ssason was on the
.
Cork manager Mathew Two-
rmry will no doubst heve Bean de-
ightad with his side’s partorm-
anta in the last guearder of (hat
QasTHy, &E ey rallad

and managemant alike will ba
e no ilesions &s to how
that If they pariorn
in Sunday’s All-freland final
against Kilkenny in aimilar
be horwr the perforrmeed for
tha firsi thies quarters of the
Wateriord game then they ane
prabably going ta be in big
trouble, as this Kilkenny side
wiotld appear to be a lavel up
from the Déise given their per-
formances this season.

i i& no great surprise, thera-
fore, that the bookies make Kii-
kenny as slight favourites for

Coak will e takan b
positives from the manner in
which they somehow discoverad
& route te victony in that semi-
tinal, Watertord sharpahooter
Bath Carton had been causing
Cork koads of problama sarky on
despita the fnct thal Gork had
deployed Laura Treacy as a de-
¢ and had aar-

ing threat.

Once Treacy gol switchad
onto Canon and Thoerp-
S0n Camea on 10 fuifil the frea de-
fensiva role that atftacking av-
ane shut down for Waltsr
ford, in-game swilch will

oertainly hawve given them coni-

B CAMOGIE

dence in thair ability to g out
Ny fires in dedence an Sunday,
ol cleared to
Play in tha semi- a mafior of
hrﬂlr_‘: E:mnm throw-in, which
c ¥ hampered Cork™s pr
wm.mmmnmbtmpmw
in the finad on
The othor area where Cark
showed i

Cvament
i5 that they sl

nally stated gattng
GuAlity ball Mo thair shoolers,
after an axtrarmshy sloppy start,
Earty on in tha game they struck
Spacilative

W appeared as  Cork, as &
‘e, wara plinying too d in
tha first half againat 'i".l'm:rr:?rd.
with thair hall-farward line drog-
PG 100 tar back. Against Kilken-
ny they sannot afferd such a
Elaw slmrt and must get better
Dl ingo L Sorcha MeCar-
kanand Army D'Connor inslde,
and much closer 1o the posts,
froim the
In
ning

:
=B
g
g
2

Conversely, Lagt '8 S@mi-
final defeat to E.‘-h:lrh:rg: a single
podnt wil be on minds

Cark's
Ray Kelly before the Al-Ireland

Amy Lee and Lorraing Bray of Waterford with referee
semi-final.

Fictune; Jamsas Crembie

Amy proud to lead
Cork for Na Piarsaigh
and for her family

WHEN Army Lee koads Cork; oi
G fha plich in Croke Park on

i,
“To b fair ry dac’s Fardy wers
Blvays wery good o us in Lon-
don. My dad was in
and out. Fmi in sarac with him

and he ballows my career, i ged

thety ol Rovel.”
WMMMFM
sel dewn roots in Faifkeld

Fiire Wi Rinm,

Coak captain Amy Lee raises the Manster unphiﬁtrtlrfulhgﬂmé

- her mather it must b an in-

crsdibhy moman.
‘Cﬁh:hﬁynmwuhn.h
ot tea-shirts printed for the last
mabch in Paite LV Rlinn with ima
tft Bl Tronk aned & pictune of the
tzam on the back,” sha -
*She hoves i, She couldn't

ary proudar of me.”

Al 26 years of aga. Ay iecalls
nol makineg the mino: paned
whin sl was 17 and was
pusted. She made it tha following

; B All-rgland fina!
oy to Klkenny.

“I'was callad up hen 1o th inba-
mediabi side and belors | kKnow
B, | wias down in the Mardyke
pliying my first senion gama in
2015, [ bearred 50 much baing
understudy o Aotie Mumay,

*I'll never get training like that
again, Itmahu'lh:rw-rﬁ of dil-
sEferce and i (E51] h
mn?.-.- mmhuﬁwmm

ma,

Roll forward 1o 2021; Seandin
wir The B&nior county champian.
ship and Amy is handed the
Cofk eaptaingy for 2022, Sha

al sangralulations.
1!:2-.1- iniha final what are

- mnuir'rrurrrrmmlﬂ.
Gancentraie an game, It
wﬂmmml—m"{r:umw
the steps. | think I'l ba crying a2
that =iage.

"ot just Tor e Bl for my aen
ansd my club. They'we been fan-
tastic. ['m atraid af the
béd-shirt my mam
n*

rock up

Firtare: Eddie 0 Harp

;

CAMOGIE

@ lohn Bohane

EXCITEMENT {s mounting in
the 8t Colum's GAA Club
ahend of this vear's All-Ire.
Iand senior camogio fimal be-
wen Cork and Kilkenny on
Sumiay,

St Coliam's clubman Mike
Murmane safel there are plenty
of flags and banners up
wrpund the locality in support
of their elub colleague and
Cork full-back [ibby Copping-
T,

“There is a great buzz in the
ciub and community ahesd of
the big game. There are bois of
Mags and banners up around
the locality. A bus has been or-
Eanized Lo take people to
Croke Park, | reckon we will
have aroasd 100 Fans from te
cluly at the game,

“Hopefully, we will be col-
ebrating Libby winning an
All-Ireland senior champlan.
ship title on Sunday. We are
delightedd for her. Libby comes
from a great family, and we
are sq proud of hor,"” he said,

The dual star has enjoyed
another brillinnt seazon with
the Cork senior camogle teany,

“&he has had another unbe.
lievabbe sensan and it |5 beties
she I3 getting. I thought she
was outslanding against
Waterford In the semi-final,

"She has & great tempera-
ment. | have been involved
with Libbr with varions teams
o¥er 4 good few years and
[ have never seen her got
CTES,

“She k= a groat player and so
unasEUMInE. She has a perfect
attitude, mud she has & sreat
Wirk-rate.

The people who trained
Libby on her way up also doe-
SEFVIE greal pradse.

“They plaved a blg part in
helping develop Libby ineo e
star she is now today, She got
Ereal coeching, " he mddad,

“She la & fantastic ambasas.
dor for the club.” said the clul
conch and offfcial about the
Impact Libby has throughout
the club,

“We brought her to one
training session this vear amd
we left hor to do the session.
¥ou coubl hear a pin dlrap,

“She is a groat role model.
Shie ks brilliant to give sivice
:ﬂ- é‘l:-[un:; j:tdlaym amndd attend-

Bg funclions to present
medals, g

"8t Calum's had no ladies
foothali or camogic team
when she was coming th

50 she played with the boys
right up until Ul4 level and
I= standing to lser o In
termis of phvsleality,”

The 3t Colum's camogie
club was eatablished iny 2000
clue io Erowing demand from
players within their hinter-
L

Thln club fs thriving af pres-
ant. Hlkoijlmllﬂyrjhuln e tha
ANy paaple uid work
H'JIEH rh-ul club, ey

“Lamogie 5 paing very well,
Wi huive a lot of good nl'.:gl:}w.:
ilodng great work in the clgb.
The mumbors paving Ladjes
foothall and camogie nre very

strang porticiilardy from 116
ved dowm, "

Neville parks crudiate woe to maintain final focus

All-lreland intermediate

camogie final

Therese O'Callaghan
You would have to admire
Finola Neville's positivity.
She is 5id1:r!mwr|. WIIF'i!;tg
serious Knee injury, w
Cork Intermedi-
ate camogle captain is
roled out of Sunday’s All-
Ireland intermedinte fnal
against Galway (2Zpm,
Croke Park}). The St Cat
Ine’s stalwart picked up the
uaauu-r_-}nﬁfinn 1I:'|j111;:|.l lqu
May. An ury she is only
ton familinr with. T is her

spconid thme,

Yoo, she still attends

training and matches and
remaing focused on the tisk
il hand.

“It was the first group
game againsi Wexford in
Weadord, | got an Injory to
my lknee, it was my cru-
clate, 1 wtlihﬁnat-ln,g the

ation mid-August. Thit
rsr:llll sthend of me, buat these
things happen.

=1 actually did my cru-
clate on my ofher side, my
left knee, about nine years
agn. But, between the Iast
cruciate and this one, I
hawve heen injury free. I've
potion away with o lod,

=50, veal, it is the other
side this time, just o make
it & bit more cven,” she

smiles,

"It % great fo be siil] in-
volved with the team, and
the managemont hive been
VErY @ to me, That has
he ma todally, that T mm
still going to the tralning
Erssions and the matches.

*They are a great BT,
they have been very sup-
portive. You feel like vou
are still involved. You gei
up and youo oo agnin,

“You are golng to trabn-
Ing the following Tuesday
and Thursday nlghts, §i has
t-ll;:‘nh]t-d me b Keep the roa-
Time.”

Neville is o vastly experi-
enced player, having al-
rendy tasted success at

Jdones Romd, She has o fow
senfor All-Irelands maedals
to go with intermediaie
glory four vears ap,

“I'was on the senior pane)
when I sulfered my [rst
CILIC Rk,

“It happened when Wi
were just after geiiing
knocked out with Cork. 1
went oud in a club game o
few days lialer so thatl was
the end of the club year and
into the following year,

“*Hack then, i youn were
an the senier panel and you
didn’t eome on, ¥ou could
play intermediaic. Senior
and intermediste tralined
together. Players were
m?n; g svmel dhoeym, depeand-

ing on low you were going.
Yool started with the inter-
medintes and mavhe then
ou were hrought on to the
senior panel.

“I have boen in Croke
mrk 4I'| ﬂltiﬂm‘l Tew fimes,

v liad some ve
davs nnd some hn!;{ m
with the intermediales.

“The cream of the crop
was 2018 when we Anally
got over the line, wie hoat
o i,

“It is m great achievement
to be In the Haal again, we
hiave hoen togethor sinee
tho start of the year. nre

absplutely buzzing and [
wtill foel Ilrnu- I aum e of B8

s — T e ————————



Former Cork star Jenny Curry
making her mark with Armagh

After her
the 2014
All-Ireland final
sparked a
remarkable Cork
comeback,
lenny Curry
retired with four
senior titles and
eight All-Stars.
Now she's
bidding for glory
again, this time
with Armagh,
writes Daragh
O Conchuir

All-Ireland Junlor
Championship final

HE Yummy Mummies

WhaltsApp group

really Lt wp after the
1

semi-final with mess-
ages of congratulations from
friends who had shared the
foosnc], thee bawd, el the wgly,

Briege Corkery. Orla
Cotter, Sik: Burns, Eimear
O Sullivan, Joanne O°Callag-
han and Rena Buckbey are just
some of the legendary Agures
im e calial that hoad all exited
cenine stage over the yvears,
marving on with phiese bwa of
liff.

Jenny Curry had done e
Wwisd biit he is the odd one ot
o, After her early secornid-
healf groad in the 2014 All-Ire-
Land senbor final sparked o re-
markable Cork comeback, she
rietired From the big stage with
four trivmphs at the highes

goal in

level and eight All-Stars.

‘This was desplte taking a
coupbeof years oul o trave] 1o
Australia and missing out as
the Rebals completed two-in-
- in 2008-00. Shi cotild
cisily have beon doing the
business in 2615, 2007, and 2018
fowce sund shee hadn't really in-
Resppebed o pley o 000 s it was,
having moved to Monaghan
the Previons yeir 1o take upa
teaching post and begin mar-
ricd life in Middietown with
her new hushand Paul, who
she met on that Aussie soe
Jourm.

Yot here she is, tvo months
short of her 39th birthday,
Preparing to rin out nto

Crake Park once moreon Sun-

day, this time for her adopted
Drchard County in the Glen
implex All-lreland Premior
Junior final against Antrim
{12pm, Hive an RTEZ).

What's more, it is her soc-
ofed-half contribotion of 1-3
that broke the Cavan In that
semi-final. She's still got it, no
douht, Balance, skill, speed of
movement and thought. Also,
the ator's killer instinct,

Whatever happens on Sun-
alny, thers will be plenty of
cake in the Carry householid,
as Jenny's son Thernan will be
celebrating his first birthday.
Hi= veon't Know much abaut
what’s going on but Lauren,
who will be three in Die-
cember, i3 very cliued in.

“For' the semi-final, she was
it bt and wiatched it on
TV,” Curry regales. "Paul was
saving when [ got the goal, she
actuably stood upand was like,
“Yay Mummy!” And then, ihe
l'ull-ha.ﬂ‘:ilngﬂed etk and
stage and she was giving out,
‘Dront you hurt my mummy!®
S0 she's very aware.

“Sometimes when | go to
training, she deesn't want me
o po bt when 1 come home,
the next doy (as Panlwill have
pait hor 1o bed before her
mother is back), she's like,
‘Did you enjoy your training?

j o g

Fo

=S O e S R

STILL GOT IT: Jennifer Curry celebrates after scoring a goal for Armagh in the semi-final, knows the
challenge Antrim will provide her adopted county Armagh side in Sunday’s final. mmmmm

o It's goosd for bt to experi-
ence b as woll.”
Having that opportunity to

b a role meodel to her daught-

et is something Curry values
hizhly.
 "Growing up, seeing people
in n:i'tiutr. I waz aspiring to
thedr level. So Lauren
being my daughter, that
wiatld be even more powerful.
I suppose & big motivation for
me would be fo get that
graph with my two
and my hushand, hopefully —
hopefully — lifting that cup,
for her i b abbe to ook back
on it and recall the day.”

She knows the challenge
Antrim will provide. Only two
podmits separated them in the
group stages, and after that
game, Antrim's Bronach Ma-
gill introduced herself as the

jixs

olo-

Erirrm'}'s::i‘m gludent that
id written a letter to her the
guits of a decade earlier, be-
eause she was her fdol, That
wias and {2 her status.

From that 2014 final, only
Laura Treaey, Ashilng
Thompaomn, and Katrina
Mackey of Cork’s ing 15
will lineout in the senfor final,
-TnannECasejr. Wik CEme on
for O Leary In Injury time, is
lending seover for the Les-
siders” intermediate contin-

i also chasing ultimate
CIFGUERE,

Curry had moved north a
year by then and was a
Bliddletown plaver when that
Iast All-Ireland was grasped,
famoasly ‘t‘;‘pp-i the mg:d*:.
bleep test artsaeﬁpult oing
a lot of work on her own as

well as making regular 500-

mile, elght-hour round trips to
O o eyt it et
was t myss

this I yon can travel up
and down and do that, surely
ok can travel 15 minutes (o
tsining a couple of times of
vk andﬂlh}ra few B,
Anythi posaible.

1ttI.II-Et ot t"I!uuﬂ" uqu.;ii?;:
ol supportof Pa
and friends. Indeed it was her
hushand “who planted the
uﬂr" ull‘lh-nplgls? l.n-r_va&]um.

Hl e ng wi lj'l:ll.ll'
emotions and the oVer-
carmes you a litthe bit as well
but Falways had in the back of
my head, thers was something
told me [ should do it 50 1'm de-
Hghted now to be this far on
and whaore [ wanted to ba,”

Even while i, sha

pregunan
kept in shape and that has

Aut, 1012

besn a big help, The t
challenge was getting

spesd back and recovery takes
longer bt she has gotben to
the paint whers she feels like
she can go at full pebt for an
hotir now;

dad, Joe to makﬂtheﬁ

up again, having sha

%0 many wonderfiul days
with his late wife Kathleen fol-
lowing thelr daughter around
the country. Kathleen passed
away early in2014 anmd Jenmny's
slster, Paula died just a couple
of weelhs before Jenny burst
through the Kilkenny defenoe
to score the vital goal in that
yiar's All-Ireland final.

Joe will have Jenny's

sisters Carol and Debra for

£ bk the brothers, bl
chael, Damien, Jogoph and
Ryan will have to wateh at

home, as they are
for the All-lrtand vt
rowing championships the fol-
lowing weal.

She will kave other sup-
porters foo. “The Wha

lTwﬂjha-speda!ﬁrrhcr

up has been buzzing
ﬁ tio 56 that
thiey're excited as well.

“And d'vou know, it's even
more exclilng with the Cork
girts In the senior and inter-
meediate as well {Senior man-
ager) Mattie bl
have bean involved with us in
?hmﬂ well I'm delighted for

1M,

“l can't wait to drive inte the
stadium, like we used to,
under the stands. Even the
warm-up and things Hke that.
Anid to step out on the plich
aain. I'm excited, 1 know 11
be nervous but that's a normal

e-.-ﬁhrlenm for mie. I'm gonna
it

“I know days like these
L
m in & very lucky posi-
duntuheahhtndnﬂ'n[i;again
at my age. So 'm just gonna
takeevary bit of it in and enjoy
it with my new teammates.”

Strength in depth key for Cork, says

:hllllﬁili!

S
Al Dretand Camogie senior fimal
Cork v Kilkenny

Sunday: Croke Park, 4 15pm
Reforoe: Ray Kelly (dare)
TV:RIE 4

Therese _l.'l'l:.::l[n_gllull_ﬁ

There is plenty of talk these
days about the role of the
ieneh and bve it can
be in determining pames,
Cork senlor mnml?ﬁ- cipinin
Amy Lee believes if the Rebels

mecd an impaet sub in Sun-
day's All-Ireland decidor

against Kilkenny, they pos-
g0#s the necessary Mrepower.
The proof, she zays, came in
their hard-earned victory
over Waterford,

*1 do think we have (he
bewch to make a differenee, or
il we were ahead to lyelp us got
the win, We vused a lot of
players this.yvear, Cliona
Healy got injured, now she is
back. That meant someone
clze was getting game time.

*Emma durphy eame on
and could have kad a goal
against Waterford but she put
aver o grest peint. Her pace
really helped us, She is finally
gotting her chanee to make o
dilferenee.

"And Azhling Thompson
combng on as well, Wo had
¥oung Qrlaith Cahalane boo,
who was introduced in tha
semi-final, ghie js fvimnge in
training. There s definite va

talent pool coming through,”™

At the beginning of the sea-
son, the modest Na Plarsaigh
custodian wos surprised when
gl was asked to lead her
county. Plegsantly surprised,
mind you,

The honour cime her wa
after city divisional nutﬂﬁ
awandiin triomphed In the
county champlonship final for
the first thne,

She thought Amy O'Connor

— whit seored two mateh-win-
ning goals that day — might
hnve besn chosemn,

“I thoughe they would glve
Amy O'Conror aovother run at
it. she only got a couple of
months during Covid, B s
over pretty quick for her, If
ahe gat i, [ wonld have been
Jnst s gy

“Hut 1 was delighted when
they told me. The emotions
weore happiness and nernes. 1

didn’t Enow how to feel. [ gota
Eew;hm:le calls from people,
which was nlee,

“It 1 a massive honour for
my club. Any match 1 ga to,
there is always a Piarsaigh
child. a Pinrsaigh supporter. it
= great to ses, fotlow me
arouned everywhere. They see
me as the superstar, [ dom’t
know why, becayse ['am al-
ways down in fhe club and
thay e a lot of ma anyway.

“Ewven at the Cal camps, we
had a lot more boys interested
this vear, they Enew mora
abowt camogie than other
vears. The club has been
really promoting our progress
putting posters wp and they
are all posting stull on social
maedia, And the Ia;ini]p“t

about it too, alzoe the male ju-
venile academy, "
Laee Bundd 40 hide her time be-

fore getting her hands on the

»

STRENGTH IN

captain Lee

|
f‘réri-'-E#'i. _

m:m.luhmmﬂhmmwanm

bench to make animpact when needed.

number one jersey, the posi-
tion filled by Acife Murray —
afe of the best poalkespers in

:hnlimme.

“1 was there five 5 e
fore the breakithroungh came.
joined the senior panel in 2015

and rﬂ];a],‘ﬁﬂ alil of the league
ansd Ieagne finel that yoar.
Thin Acifi came outof pedire.
ment. S0 it was X0 when [

my chance, Then came

so the last couple of vears
have been thist bit different.”



KILKENNY v CORK

aUNDAY,
AUGUST 7,

CROKE PARK
4.15PM

Family

Michael
sportgkihenmpessls e

The latest chapter in the
1'??15 line of suecessful
Hkenny camogie s
could be n':idueﬁ tgﬂt&i
colnty's sportin i
Sunday P g story thiz
Growran will hope 1o have

meémber of  the
Irelands camogie club will
have started an All-Ireland
senior final since the clubwas
fmﬂedimgm_

& progression of the
Fitzgerald sisters is a teibute
to their hard work and
continuous improvement to
their game as they stand on

the wverge of starting for

Kilkenny  in~  Sunday's
All-Treland final.
The pair have won plenty

of silverware over the past
five years having earned
All-Treland  honours ~ with
Loreto Kilkenny and county
titles with Young Irelands.
They have also won

epresentation not opce but
twice in the starting 15 for
Sunday's final as Tiffanie and
Steffl Fitzperald set their
sights on capturing the
O Duffy Cup on Croke Park.
FEEH!: dun, who have been
r starters throughout
the year for Brian Dowling's
charges, could be the first
Gowran players to feature in
the final since four-time
All-lreland  senior  medal

Steffis

Tiffanie and

Beatrice Treacy
was one of the

great loyal

silverware with the county,
but vietory on Sunday would
be the pinnacle of their
achievementsso far.

Steffiwon bath seniorand
Junior colleges titles with the
Loretoin 2on7and 2018, while
she was alse on the Lorefo
tedm that retained the Senior
All-Ireland in2m8.

Tiffanie was on the Loreto
panel thot won junior and
senior All-lrelands in 2m7

winner Muldowney : i

inée Carey] started the 1981 SErVants to s it
e e Y0NS Trlands i B

- SERIOF

it will be first time that 3  eees————  All-lrcland  with  fellow

m.mmmikwmﬁhmmhm:-‘ play

solid Kikonmy defence this $eason PICTURE PLAEAS O

ter act will be hoping to

fortunes: Steffi and Tiffanie Fitzgerald will represent Gowran with pride on Sunday

county senbor panelist Ciarn

O'Keeffe the winning captain
on that oceasion,
Young . Irelands  wore

slarting o enjoy plenty of
success also and the two
sisters, along with (' KeefTe,
were central to the club's
iminmog Roinm A
championship victories in
2018 and 2014,

MADE GREAT STRIDES

The Young Irelands
camogie club has made great
strides in recent years, as
evident by the success
attained. The club has also
wi juricr and intermediate
eounty tithes in 2016 and 2018
respectively and reached g
Leinsterintermediate finalin
2008,

The three girls have
certainly been a major part af
the club's suceess and they
will hawve a prominent role to
in  continuing  the
progression going forward.

_‘_-Wilemll:mimr,ln:glﬂ

Caman feel the noise! Cork in

quest for camogie clean sweep

HEN JP MebManus secured another

All-Ireland win over Kilkenny, wea

wert made fo believe there was

nithing maore of inberest (o GAA fang
due to happen cutside the Cork county bounds
umnidl 20

All the action was o be an Internal affair,
with the club champlonships getting under
way In each county.

dmittedly, it has beecn a welcome distrmc-
o firom the Cork senlor hurlers” unexpected
early exit agalnst Galway in the quarter-final,
after recovering well from a severe bout of se-
vere mid-season tippyitappyitus,

After that briiliant win over Waterford, most
Febel fans felt the team had turned a corner
and were at least in contention for a semi-final,
o may be more. So, after s gut-wienching Teb-
wit' at the hands of the Tribesmen, two stages
earlier than 2021, and a widely-expicted foot-
ball trimming from the Dubs, the distraction of
club champlonship matches on loHg Swmmer
nights was welcomed with open arms. :

{noces il are =3 we can gat excited

'@bout going to without the helploss feeling that
overcieme all Cork fans when watching Limer-
*ick and Kilkenny do battle in the All freland
final and trying to decide who you'd prefer to
win, before conclwding that you wished there
wiis some way Both sounties could ode.
I There has been m:lrr;luc;i furors 3?;1::-:23
mew gplit season and the inter-cHun .
wmpp'd}nn up early, that you'd be ven for
putting the é.‘urk jersey, flags and bunting up in
the attic 't next year.

Hold your horses thee, boy! _

And "boy’ I3 the apt word, because ¥ou maLy
have been the rip-roaring suecess your
Fisbel ataters have been kaving at the small ball
while you were packing away the blood and
hardiage paraphernalia. A guick reminder:

First off, Cark won the All-Ireland minor
camogie championship in March, beating
Galway by fve polnts. Dayeint, Then, last
woekend, Cork added the UG titls 1o their

by giving Tipperary a ferodious 14
paint ng in Mallow. Puare daycint,

Mearwhile, the senior an:d intermediabe ca-
mogle teams are preparing for their respective

All-Ireland finals in Croke Park this Sunday in
witmt conld result lnanhL':Enrmunﬁecedomm
camogie ‘clean sweep' for the Rebel County.

Imagine thaif

et T8

When each camodie season conchdes, some-
bady in cach county has o doa e on how
the season went for the board - defalling the
highs (If any), the inevitable lows and, most
Imporiantly, how things can Imprave. Just
three words would do to summarise Cork's
camoghe championships if both results go oar
wiy on Sundays 5

* W wan thing.

The intermediates face Galway In thelr Mnal
at 2pm while the senior final boasts asjuk:r-.rn
rivalry as anything, with Kilkum?].' stamling
betwean the Rebelotbes and the O'DdTy Cup,
The sides deew In the league in February, buat
that's about two or three Covid variants ago at
this stage. and bath feams have Improved no
end soit's lkely to be a massively ontertaning
{and nerve-wracking) clash that goes right to
Ehe wine

Cork's path to the final has beon extrentely
impressive. They bate Wexford by 11 points,
trounced Clare by 12 and clobbered Do ool

Cork's Ashling Thompson will aim to help her county to All-ireland final swccess against Kilkenny. Picture: INPHO/James Crambie

by seven (Dubiinare secand o Cork in the roll of
honour so this thrashing once sgaln supprossed
any false gemse of su writy thoy might have
in Tho Pale - who, |t should be montloned,
haven't had a sniff of a final sknee 1986, not 10
mind the cup Hself),

In the seml-Minal, Cork shattered Waterford
hearts with & five-point victory to book tickets
mgﬁ%mm and now face The Cals far

The best news is that Al Star camogie begemnd
Ashling Thompson Is back in business at cenlre
back and daing a roaring irade. Libby Coppinger
is hoszimg 1t at 3 and Maebh Cahalane's
porformances ang s good that they nro edding
to nJm:Hil;J ﬂwml that her Gumily's
DA should be st il Eiven some sort of
‘nakional toensine' status on Lees|doe.

With a defence as moean as o Collegpe Road
Eurlleril s a ent attncking unkt, Cils
will harve to pull every trick in the beok to b in

with a chanee af deralling Cork’s ambltions to

reciaim the tiile for the first time since 2018,

Listening to thelr captain, Aolfe Prender.
gnst, Hilkenny bellove they have the bipgest
M vaiomn (ool at their disposal toosin the final
= Cork knocked them ot of kst vear’s clam-
plonship. That eounis for plenty in the weird
world of GAM pavehology, as does knocking out
relgning clamplons, Galway, bt there's bigper
bitterness brewing on thi red side of the fones
that hng beon driving Cork on all seison - they
lost Lkt yrear's Minal by a singge scors and had to
i through the poin of standing in Croke Parck
andl watching Galway Girls celebrato thelr win.

The brutal experienee of having o Loss Mk
that rubibed bn ot Beee will provide more thun
enangh incontive for Cork to see this ot Gl
and bring, not fust the O Dulfy Cup badk Bo
Loesfile, but be the final resolt we noed for an
hl“ﬂmﬂclﬂlm LEE:]: Cor dﬂrﬂﬁf ym

- 1
Samior Finnl: Cork ¥ Iikenmy, 4.15pm.
Croke Park/ T




ALL-IRELAND
SEMNIOR
CAMOGIE
FINAL

Steffi was called into the
intermediate county panel
where she made o pood
impression. The following
year, in 2019, she was called
into the county sepior paned.

MNow in her fourth year
with the senior set-up, in
ap20 she was part of the
Kilkenny pane] that won the
All-lreland, bouncing  back
after tasting defeat - the
provions  thres  vears{2oa7.
ard and 2o1a).

Steffi featured throughout
that championship run
which included an
appearance as a half-time
substitute in the All-lreland
semi-{inal victory over Cork.

She became a more
regular figjure last  year,
particularly in the league
final vietory over Galway, a
thrilling contest which was
played in Croke Park.

The 1cams were level at
115 ench entering the closing
few minutes but Steffi led the
way for Kilkenny during
those closing few minutes,

She struck over a superh
point from 40 metres near
the sideline to give Kilkenny
the lead and, after Denise
Gl doubled the advantage
wiktha pointed free, Stetfi was
involved in the linal actas she
turned provider with Mary
'Connell popping up to land
the final point.

It was proof that she had
fully arrived asan cstablished
county . senior member, On
that Sunday night in Croke
Park shethrived superbly ina
pressure siluation.

That  progression  has
continued inlo 202 whers,
along with her sister Tiftanie,
sha s now aregular feature in
Lhi Eilkenny starting
line-up.

ASHEOURNE CUP

Earlier this wear, Steffi
played a central role for DCU
as they strolled to their very
first Ashbourne Cup
iriumyzh.

At one stage Uhroughout
the aeademic vear the sisters
had amost rare occurrence of
being on the same pitch - but
on different sides!

The two played against

intermediate

Tiffania Fitogerald in action for Kilkenmy in the 2021 Al-Ireland
final against Antrim. Her performances saw

CAMGgie
her drafted into the senlor set-Up FICTURE: BEN

MESHANTSFORTIFILE

one another in a third level
match with Tiffanie in action
for NUIG. Unfortunately for
her she was on the losing
Team that lost the Purcell
Cup final.

Tiffanie impressed greatly
in her intercounty adult
dhibul vear last vear when ghe
feptured on the Kilkenny
intermediate team that went
all the way to the All-Ireland
final before losing out to
Amtrim.

DEBUT

Last February. she made
her senior county debut for
Kilkenny in  the National
League  opener  against
Limerick. She hos been an
ever-present on the team
since, giving a series of solid
performances,

Tiffanke' and ~Steffi's
grandmother Beatrice
Treaty was one of the great
loyal servanis o Young
Irelandz  and  Kilkenny
Camogie for several vears
and, indeed, a wonderful
servant to the Young Irelands
GAA clubin general.

Beatrice was a selector

with the 1974 All-lreland
team. :She also served as
secretary of the county
camogie board from 1972 to
1676 and was chairperson in
1

77

Beatrice’s husband Paddy
Treacy has been a wonderfiil
and  Toval -SErVing
supporter of Young Irelands
and Kilkenny hurling and
camogie feams and along
with ¢ Fitzgerald,
Tiffanie and Steffis other
grandmother, they are two of
the girls’ greatest supporters.
Both will be hoping to be in
attendance in Croke Park on
Augusi 7.

KILKENNY v CORK

Peppy's late husband Jim
Fitzgerald was also o loyal
long serving member and
supparter of Youngg Irelands,

‘He would, no doubt, have

bewn very proud of the girls
Progression.
HUGE DAY

It's a huge day for the
Young Irelands club  with
Ciara O'Keeffe also part of the
panel, while Pat O'Neill is part
of the backroom team.

Ciara, along with Tiffanie
made her intercounty adult
debut with the county
intermediate team that
reached the All-Ireland final
against Antrim. She also
featured with the Kilkenny
intermediate team this year
along with being part of the
Kilkenny senior panel. Both
Ciara amd came
through the underage ranks
together, enjoving All-Treland
suCCess with Loreto
Eilkenny, while they were
also part of the Young
Irelands  team that won
consecutive county minor
titles in 2018 and 2019.

She also
colleges All-Irelands with the
Loretoin2017,2018 and 2020,
captaining the school to the
title in 2020,

She was also captain ofthe
Kilkenny minor team in 2020,
with Tiffanie as vice-captain,
but the Leinster and
All-lreland  championships
wepe severely affected due to
the pandemic restrictions.
They have bounced back
from that disappointment
and are now only Gominutes
away from winning an
All-Ireland medal.

Pat O'Neill has become a
vital part of the management

WO senior

At one stage
throughout the
academic year
the sisters were
on the same

pitch - but on
different sides!

teamn sinee coming on board
in 2020, Inithally, he was
brought inasadefence coach,
but subsequently haz had a
broader role in the eoaching

set-up,
EXPERTISE

His experience of playing
for Kilkenny and winning
senior All-lrelands haz beena
major factor in the backroom
team  which also features
Philly Larkin and Tommy
ShefMin. Their expertise and
knowledge has been well
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receivied and well respected
by the squad.

Since the pandemic began
in March 2020, Kilkenny have
lost just onee in league an
championship and that was
last ~year's  Alllreland
semi-final to Cork. They have
ungquestionably become &
tough mut to crack, which isa
hugetestament and tributeto
Hwtmnaﬁrrmnlm

t's one of the biggest d.
in the history of ‘mﬁ
Irelands camogie club and
with the juvenile section of
the club represented in huge
numbers at the semi-final
against Galway, no doubt &
bigger crowd will be heading
for Croker on Sunday.

The camogie club has
organised s supporters bus
for Sunday's game so there
will surely be hupge su
from the parishinattendance
as they cheer on the Young
[relands contingent and the
rest of the Kilkenny squad in
their quest to regain the
O'Duffy Cup.

Magic of Croke Parkon
AlHreland day awaits
Cork players and fans

YEARS fly by sofast. ltdoesn't
el
Gl aut in an
uxcmg All-lreland. The
heads were down and sadness
prevailed but Cork have risen
again and Croke Park is cal-
ling again on Sunday.

It's always a t occasion.
BE:;SIM i]?nheemﬁ ring in
players w gathe
c]ﬂg car parks from early Sﬁm
day morning to head to Dub-
lin. Dthers will make the tri

i agwd car and Cork w
have a big following when
they run out on the pitch at
2pm for the intermediate
game, with the senior show-
down with Kilkenny at
4.1550m. :

All-lreland camogie final
day is unigue, a day that gives
fumilies a clance to get to and
gavaounr the Croke Park atmos-
phere wltmu!.nﬂe hassle of

ling for tickeds &8
%ﬂﬂ case for a hurding final.

Nothing beats having Cork
in an All-Ireland camogie
final, the buzz is unbelisvalde.

[ started out as & youngster
making the trip to Dublin on
the train and that ritual s as
important as ever for the next
generation.

Year in year, oul we made
the journey. Sometimes the
titlis came anr wiy and some-
times tiiles went astray. The
love of camogle and Cork and
that annual pllgrimage meer
wavered,

Kilkenny ook centre-stagd
for & while and were dominant
before Cork refirned to the
top, then for a few vears a new
force emerged as Tipperary
burst on the scene when C
were baaten by a kate Kilkenny
pgoal in the 1998 semi-final and
proceeded to dominate, an-

CAMOGIE

E Mary Newman

nexing five titles in six years.
Cork bounced back and re-
gained control but failed to
make it three in a row as Wex-
ford seized their chance. Kil-
kenny were on top at under-
age level, with four U15 and
three minor All-Ireland titles
{n a row, but Wexford re-
mained the team to beat af
saffor: )
Galway took a title in be-
pween in 2012, Corlk wera ri-
vived and pulled off back-to-
back wins in 2014 and 2015 but
last the three-in-a-row bid
o the Cats, In 2007 and 2018
Cork grabbed dramatic late
winners before Kilkenny
anded their hurt in 2018
against Galway and the roles
were reversed the following

BRSO,

Last vear Cork were disap-
pointed to fade fo a late Gal-
wray rally.

For the legions of fans head-
{ng 1o Dublin this weekend the
aim is a clean sweep, to add
the two adult titles to the
pninor and U16 eTowis safely
ticked away already.

B

roungsters will &

the magic of Croke Park from
the stands and dream of
maybe someday making it 10
Croke Park themsalves.

Cork has no shortage of ca-
mogie heroives and huge his-
pory: on Sunday. a lot af new
faces will make their Croke
Park debut proudly wearing
the Red and White of their be-
bovesd Cork.

Best of Tick to the two teams
as thev bid o bring home the
titles, Rebels abul
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Young Rebels F

seal three-
INn-a-row

West Cork connection to
All-Ireland winning
Cork U16 camogie team

BY GER McCARTHY

CLONAKILTY'S Amy McCa-
rithy and Newcestown's Alice
Buckley were part of Cork’s
three-in-a-row winning Tesco
All-Ireland Ul6A camogie fi-
nal pamel knst Sunday.

The Rebels faced provincial
rivals Tipperary in front of a
bumper attendance in Mallow
in a repeat of their 2022 Mun-
ster final.

Cork won that provincial
decider and emerged from a
tough All-lreland qualifying
group mvolving Kilkenny and
Galway before facing the Pre-
mier County again

Hot weather conditions and
adetermined Tipperary effort
couldn't prevent Cork from
emerging 2-18 to 0-10 winners.
On a memorable afternoon,
Cork manager Donie Daly's
thind consecutive All-Ireland

16 camogic success owed
much to the depth of his tal-

‘Ei'uh;rﬁttnhﬂ_l- ]
Ireland champions again®
— Alice Buckley

ented panel

Centre-forward Griinne
Finn {Fr O"Neill’s) scored 1-3
and Sarah Murphy (Glen Rov-
ers) came off the bench tocon-
tribate |-2.

Yet, it was the Rebels' mid-
field pairing of Amy MecCa-
rihy (Clenakiliy) and player
of the match Ava Fitzgerald
(Sarsfields) and half-forward
Kate Fenmessy's (Sarsficlds)
combined efforts in the middic
third that swung the result in
Cork’s favour,

Adver a disjointed start, the
eveniual winners boilr a 2-6
oo (-5 lead ar the break. Cork
found another gear and added
12 second-half prints o secure

:

e LGA
writh Cork.

P

a convincing victory.

"We had a tough start and
didn't get going until abowt ten
minutes in Clonakilty's Amy
MeCarthy commented.

“Those two (first half) poals
gotus going and the girls start-
od popping over scores alter
all those early wides, There
was no concern with those
misses because we have trust
in all the girls on this team,

‘Az for dealing with the hot
comditions, well, we played in

27 degree heat in last vear’s
All-Treland D16 final and
would be used to it training
and playing with our elubs
throughout the summer.

1 think that the Kilkenny
and Galway group games re-
ally set us up for this match.
They are bath tough teams
o we were well prepared for
Tipp.

"W hod beaten Tipp before
a5 well 50 we had coming
Into the AllIreland final, Tip-

perary are improving though.
Wi expecred 1o ger a tough
final and that's whar we o
today.

McCarthy's defight at claim-
ing anather All-lreland U1G
mednl was mirrored by her
Wiest Cork inter-county team-
mabe Alioe Buck]ew

"It feels great wo be All-Ire-
[xnvd ehampions again because
we warked so hard and de-
served o win i) the Neweas-
town player snid,

‘Donie Daly and the man-
agement team have been S0
important 1o us. They worked
really hard with us throwghous
the vear and it was all worth it
in the end.

I leamned a loc playing for
Cork and am execlied o ger
back playing for my club
Meweestown now. [0 15 one ol
the better things (bt the
split-season) being able to go
back to vour club after the in-
fer-County senson is aver,”

Courceys ace will
line out for Cork
intermediates in.
Croke Park

BY JOHNNY CAROLAN

A FAMILY tradition will be followed
on Sunday as Ashling Moloney lines
onat for Cork in the All-Ireland inter-
mediate camogie final against Galway
in Croke Park (2pm).

In 2008 and X009, Ashling's sister

Rachel was part of Cork sides that won

the Dy Cup while another sister,
Shirley, served as county boand PRO
from 2016-19, a period which took in
All-Trelands in 2008 and 2019,

Having been there as a supparter
cheering Cork on, Ashling, a prima-
ry school teacher in Ballinspattle, is
Inoking forward to getting out on the
Croker turf.

‘Rachel would have trained my team,
all the way up to U16," the Courcey
Rovers star says, ‘and then Shirley
took us over at minor.

“They were obwiously two massive
[nfleences and then Rachel playing
with Cork - being in Croke Park,
watching her, | suppose it was always
the dream to somewhat emulate her
EIMCERS,

Leeing her on the kg stage. [ was
hoping that I'd get the chance some
day and, a good few years later, here
we are!

“The one thing thar Rached has said
ks that Croke Park is a very big pitch
and tojust be aware of that, but other
than thar the advice hias been to enjoy
theé buikd-up and the cccasion.

“She has been through it before, she
kncws: e and obviously |

A family
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beforehand are brilllant and to en-
jow the exciternent of it all becavse it
doesn't come around very often.

It’s definitely something to embrace
rather than to fear. Croke Park is the
dream, not everybody gets the chance
to play there 50 you have tograb it with
both hands.

Cork’s last intermediate tithe was
in 2018, as part of a double along with

senjor victory.
It was after that that Ashling came

:-. .I 4

oIl

into the panel a5 Cork had to start
from scratch an that bevel.
“You can't play for three years after
win, she says, “so it's the first final
a ot iof us a5 im 2019 we had to stnrt
with a whole iew pancl. There are
some of the 2018 girls back again too,
though.'
Ashling has Conrceys colleague

Gridnne Hannon for company (n the

other corner of the Cork defence,
adding to the Coureey conpection to

Croke Park this Sunday. Flona Keating
and Saoirse McCarthy will be on duty
with the senler team.

Wins over Wexford, Meath, Kilk-
enny, Derry aml Kildare in the group
stages were followed by o one-point
semisfinal win over Derry,

‘Every team goes out to hope that
yoar'd be in this position,” Ashling says,
"Bt I've been an the pamnel sinee 2019

< and we hiaven't got there,

*You have to be realistic and put

in the performances throughout the
year to get yourself to Croke Park.
W aill know how hard it B 1o get po an
All-Ireland final no eatter what oo
you're playing and you have to put in
thi wirk,

“We met back on December S0t in
wer, Fabmy eonditions, playing sor frst
challenge match against each I'rl1h.'llj'
and you're hoping then that you’
make it toCroke Park in . and
that that night will be worth it
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KILKENNY v CORK
Kilkenny’s belief can inspi

SUNDAY,

them to Croker success

Ul on the line: Cork and Kilkenny set for another All-Ireland final showdown with both sides trying to
take the seat vacated by Galway and regain the O’ Duﬂ'}; Cup in the pm-cess
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ld foes will meel when
Kilkenny and Cork collide in
thiz Sunday's Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland Senior Camogie
Champienship Final  in
Croke Park.

It will be the first mesling
in a final since 2008 when
Cork won back to back titles
afier the sides mel in thres
successive finals  belween
2016 and 208,

Kilkenny won only one of
those mestings but this will
be their sixth final
appearance in Seven Years.
Hope is highon Roreside Lhat
they can recapture the
O'Buffy Cop after Galway
won last year's All-lreland
title.

When il comes 1o history
and tradition there should
only really be one winner on
Sunday with Cork having
double the amount of titles of
their counterparts.

Kilkenny have 14
Aall-Ireland  titles b0 o their
mame byl there is a feeling

that they should have a bit
more and that they maybe
have underachieved a little in
recent seasons,

That's why the 2020
suceess over Galway was so
significant, but even since
that dreary December night
in the midst of the
Coronavirus, a lot has
changed.

Kilkenny have lost the
majority of their defence as
well a5 a midfielder and key
plavers in atiack.

In essence, the Cals
shouldn't really be able to
abzorbsuch mammoth losses
but that's what makes this
group of Kilkenny players so
LEMgLE,

Brian
instilled o
confidence amongst  them
ardd they will be going 1o
Croke Park fully expecting Lo

Dowling  has

The two teams
met in the final
round of the
National League
and drew. It's
expected to be
close again

St Martin's star Katie Nolan will be hoping to maintain her fine form that

ufllhu_ﬂr_ﬂm on the Kilkenny team PICTURE: [MPHO

huge jolt of

mumﬂuﬂmrcumﬁt

-mm;!udufﬂuhl-lulmd
over Gabway

semi-final victory
PICTURE: IHPm::
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comie away with the victory.
Despite nol making the
league final, Kilkenny are 2till
unbeaten in zozz and the
Leinster Championship
certainly helped in gearing
them up for a crack at the
round robin campaign.
Wingsover Wexford, Cffaly
and Dublin ensured the Cats
of provincial honours: and
they ~ maintained  that

-.'.n.

consistency throughout the
All-Ireland championship.

Victories over Down,
Antrim, Offaly and Limerick
arrived before they drew with
Galway in the final group
game in Athenry.

That was a game Kilkenny
cottld have easily won but it
was alsoa day where the team
and squad began to take a bit
of shape.

The Cats duly beat Dublin
comprehensively in the
quarter-finals before
dethroning the All-Ireland
champions Galway in Croke
Park thelast day.

The Fitzgerald sisters,
Tiffanie and Steffi, have been
a revelation this term while
Laura Murphy and Niamh
Deely have also taken
command ina defence that is
well marshalled by the
experienced duo of Grace
Walsh and Claire Phelan.

That mixture of youthful
flair and exuberance mixed
withh a  handful of
experienced  heads s
eertainly workinga treat.

Up top it's even more
noticeable.  with — Denise
Gaule, Miriam Walsh and

Julianne Malone offsetting -

the likes of Katie Nolan, Mary
D'Conmell  and  Michaela
Kenneally.

Katie Power has moved to
midfield due tothe absence of
Aoife Doyle and she looks to
be really prospering afler

s il "-’ Lf.}a“wmlﬁt_

suffering an injury
nightmare in recent sexsons.

Cork will eertainly be no.
iy

pushovers ~ though
despite trailing . for Jong
periods of their semi-final
with Waterford, they found a
way lowin.

Chloe Sigerson and Amy
0'Connor are their -main
assetsin attack while Hannah
Looney. Libby Coppinger and

Thompson provide
the leadership.
., Matthew Twomey has
taken over from FPaudie
Murray while mast

interestingly lds lheﬁﬁglﬂ aof
Davy Fitzgerald as a selector,
Being All-Ireland final day,
the Clare man's presence in
the backroom team will be
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hasn't received the boom that
Ladies Football has had there

ghould still be = good
attendance in Croke Park on
Sunday. .

After the huriers went so
close against Limerick & fow
weeks ago, it would bea greal
boost to the county if
Rilkenny could get over the
line. Taking everything inlo
account. if Kilkenny can find
their usual flow then it's all
sot up for them to take the
victory - but it will be close.
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Norris stands

last line of defence

If i wasn't  for
: i
eoalkeeping heroies of mﬁg
Norris in the A l-Ireland
Ef_'mifﬁ.l]i.ll. viclory  ower
Lalway  then Kilkenny's
5'3“;9':'“ may already be at an
el
The Piltown sto
Played a  crucial mzfpfrn
helping the Cats see off the
defending champions as she
produced a number of
Imporiant saves,
"l was happy with my own

. ce but  most
mporiantly wWis the
performance of the team and
m?dmm put in 10%" she
1]

“Everyone has a job to do
on the field and 1 was just
doing mine. We were
delighted to get the win and
the focus is now on the final

agn}f; Cork”
The Ey-year-ofd
schoolteacker saved |

penalty from fellow net
minder Sarah Healy in the
opaning hall. She credits her
work with Denise Gaule in
training as a reason for being
able to fourish when it
malbers most.

I don't know about the
technique to be' honest as 1
just face it as it comes” she
zaid. "When you're practising
with Denise Gaule in training
she'd have vou well tested by
pieking balls out of the net
trut 1'stood tall - that'sall,

“Denise is one of the best
penalty takers in the game
and if you are getting
anywhere near her shots, you
are going to be happy. That's
Juist the way it went on the day
and T'm happy with it but
overallitwas moreimportant
toget the winat the endof the

clayt”

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN:

F.

Aoife Norris will be laoking to continis her fine form on Sunday.

MNorris has been a
mainstay in the Kilkenmny side
sincemaking herintercounty
debut in 2009 and she has
seen a big change in the way
:{'Legmneisplifedduri.ngﬂml

.

COMPOSURE
"The game hos developed
tor the: better in general, |
think the day, of just hitting
the ball long and haping for
thebestare goneand the likes
of Brian Dowling have been
telling us w keep our
composure and give the ball
to the person in the hest
position. It's something we
work on and we'll continue to
ity cnd D peasee o L oo™
| She yﬁtﬂ: “We  have
players give everything
to the team and getting that
creativity in using the ball
wisely to find the playerinthe
best position without giving

Y possession g the alm.”

The goalkeeper is one of
four Kilkenny plavers that are
based in Dublin. Along with
Michefle - Techan, ~ Grate
Walsh and Lovrn Murphy the

preview PICTURE: LASZLO GECTOINPHO

group travel fto training
together each week,

Coincidentally they are
four of the starting hack
seven and they've coeated o
great bond on and off the
piteh.

All bar Grace Walsh are
temchers and i's clear it's an
oocupation that zuits.

“There’s a group of us in
Dublinandit has boenareally
enjoyable vear” she zaid,
“Eventhe carjourney homeis
gomething we look forward to
and we've becorne a lot closer
as a result and as it happéns
we all playin defenee (oo and
that maybe makes the bond
even tighter,

“We are all friends at the
end of the day and that bond
shines: :Ihr-:'.u the whale
team and iv's that enjoyment
that makes us all play the
game of camogie.

“Being a teacher helps
with the lifestyle of an
intercounty player too,” she
finished. "Our holidays are

spent trakning, bul we all lowe® |

doing it

Kilkenny's Claire Phelan and manager Brian Dowling line up agaénet
the Alllreland senor camegie final media day. The Cats will take on their Munster rivals in a baktle for the

Robert Cribbin
rebart crbbinghikenmpeopla s

IV's been an action packed
couple  of years for

innvat’s Julianne
Malone .

Back in 2006, the Kilkenny
star won an All-Ieeland title
in hér debut intercounty
genzon and shealso picked up
an All-S1ar ot the end of the

year. ;
talented  forward

Th
played with ithe Cats for
another two years before
making . the decision to
ermigrate 1o Australia.

Malone has  since
returned from Down Under
and she cutlined her reason
“h!i enjoying life i

WS ng life in
Austealin  but [ suppose
famnily commitrents
brought me home,” she said.
"My brother and sister were
having children and my
brother was getting married
too. Throw covid into the mix
and that kind of confirmed
my  decision becanse the
hiolickay visa | was onmeant if]
lefl the country 'wasn't going
to pet back out.”

The =rvear-old nurse
returned to the Kilkenny
squad at the beginning of the
year and she's even excedded
her own expectations over
the coursse of the
Fi'!umninnahip season thus
ar.

"I was delighted when
Brian Dowling texted me to
ask me o come back in tothe
Eilkenny squad” she said.
“I'm delighted to be on the
starting team at the monenl
as it probabdy wasn't an
expectation when - come
back in.

Cork

ﬂ .

“I'was thinking this year ]
wauld rmaybe build myself up
with a bit of game time and
then break onto the team
nextyear, but I'mdelighted at
Lhe same time,

FULL COMMITMENT

°1 didnt have o think
Ewice about coming back in as
I was well ready Lo come back
and: give it my full
commitment,” she said.

Malone has rejoined a
much different squad to the
one she left four years ago but
she's full of praise for the new
talent emenging in Kilkenny.

“You are probably coming

Cork always
bring their A
game when they
play Kilkenny so
we know they
will put it up to
us and we've a
big task ahead
p=.—___L = A ko

Matthew Twomey and Ashling Thompson ahead of
' Duffy Cup on Sunday. See intide for a big match

& . s - iy - 5
Julianne Malons will be aiming to win in Croke Park snce agsin

SUNDAY,

AUGUST 7,
CROKE PARK

415PM

tall as Kilkenny’s |Back from abroad- Malone
ready to take big chance

o

in expecting 1o see the same
faces. that were here when
you beft but giels have moved
on with their own lives and
unfortunately  others are
injured at the moment, oven
ifthey apestill around.,

“There's a lot of new girls
in the team and it's great (o
seit the fresh fhces. They ire
allreally good hurkers thitare
well ableto hurl soics s
they are bringing on Kilkenny
MR BE @0 N MOne.”

While the future looks
bright for the Cats, Malone [s
firmly living in the present
with her four point tallyinthe
stmi-final win over Galway
illustrating that.

“1 probably had one of my
better days in the semi-final
and I'm kind of putting that
down Lo just going oul and
throwing off the shackles as
I've nothing to beée and I've
nothing to prove toanyone so
I just i i el shee sadd.

o dont  put  huge
expeciations on mysell so |
Just give it everything when
' 'om the pitch and I'm just
delighted 0 be back
invodved.”
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Coppinger

ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL Cork v Kilkenny

at the top of
her game

St Colum’'sdual star Libby is
the rock inthe Cork defence

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

INSPIRING. Focused Unas-
suming. Determined Those
are just some of the vords w
deseribe 5t Colum's campgis
star Libby Coppinger.

The Cork full-back, who has
been in phenomenal ferm this
seasan with the Rebelk, seems
to be getting better and better
cach year,

I think Libby now ks probably
coming into the section of her
career that she can drive on
and put hersell as oneof greats
of the gami in her generation,
former Cork camogie manager
Pawdie Murry told The Sopnh-
orn Sear.

*She's a nailed-on Al-Starin
my eves. I've watched a lot of
her performances (ithis vear)
and she's been top clas”

The 26-year-old Kealkill
wornan has been plaving with
the Cork senfor camiogie team
since 2016, To date, she his
win two All-lreland senjor 4-
tles in 2007 and 2008 She will
hope v add another All-Tre-
land medal to her collection
this Sunday,

Coppinger’s class isthere for
all to see on the pitch for the
Rebels, but what meest peogle
don’t see is what ghe i like off
the piteh

‘Libby would be the type of
plaver thae if there’s messing
going on, she winldn be part
of it becatise she'sa very serims
girl Murray added.

*“This girl drives am houwr and

g half to training, gets on the
pitch, does her bit and gets out
of there as quickly as possible.
That is Libby Coppinger.
Versatility is a key aspect
to the modern player. The 5t

Colum's star isone of thosewho

eocels in thar department,

“Libby has played in many po-
sitions within this Cork team.
She played in an All-lreland fi-
nal at midfield, 1 think she had
a blimder wing-forward for us.

“Oine year, she was playing
midfield up to the final, was
then put at corner-back and
had 2 grear gomee the samee day.”

There is something some-
what unigque about Coppinger,
according o Murray.

“There aren't too many play-
ers that play midfield in an
All-Ireland semi-final and three
wieks later, find themselves at
cormer-back, a position she has
never played in before. It would
have bothered a kot of plavers,
but it certainky didn’t bother
her,” Murray said.

Both Coppinger and Meabh
Cabhalane are dual stars, They
play football and camogie for
Cork at the highest level. With
the footballers going out in the
guarter-final, their progression
in the camogie championship
has got more focws, Murray be-
Beves it helped the plaveps,

*1 don't think it s possible
amvmore {plying dual). | think
the one bt of luck Libly and
Meabh have was that the foot-
ballers were knocked out two
wieks previous,” he explained.

action for .__ i

=

BIG GAME

IT HAS nm been a soraightfor-
ward vear for Fiona Keating - but
she's hoping for the best possible
ending. The Cork forward has
avercome a broken hand and bro-
ken finger this scason to take her
plxce back in this Rebels™ first 15
for the busmess end of the camr

pa'ilmhn:n!ﬂu iy hand back in Feb-
ruary and was in & cast for a few
weeks the Courcey Rovers player
expains.

“Then | broke ary finger a few
woeks after that but all & going

v Eﬂmg battledt

‘With thefinger injury,
Ijust got on with
andplayedaway’'~
FionaKeating

well at the moment thowgh. With
the finger injury, | just goton with
thimes and plaved swav. You just
suffer through things like that.

It was bad encugh having o
step away for a few weeks with
the hand infury. You know what,
what doesn't kill vou makes you
stronger!”

hrough broken

Keating has been one of Cork’s
mpst consistent performers as
they battled their way back 1o the
All-freland final after last year's
heartbreak. Galway took the big
prize back west, but one of the
most memorable moments of
the 2021 campaign was Cork's
pubsating 015 to 111 Al-lreland
semi-final victory over then reign-
ing champions Kilkenny at Croke
Park. Keating's Courcey Rovers
team-mate Linda Collins scored
the last-zasp winning point at
GAA HO. Now, Cork and Kilkenny
et again. Thes time in the final,

Tt goes without saying that

Kilkenmy will be ot for bood, e3-
pecially afier tast year's semi-final
loss tous, Keating sps.

‘Ar the end of the day, it is up
1o 115 and wheat Cork can bring to
the table before the O'Duffy Cup
is lifted around Gpm on Sunday

EVEIETEE.

“Kilkenny are i great team, We
have so much respect for them.
They are well able to play as you
would have seen in thelr semi-f-
eal win over Giabagy, Kilkenay are

B
£y'’s psitive
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Ireland semi-final,

K.

e S

B allowed them to
recharpe the batter-
ies. You cap see
that in their &
periormanc-
&5 agalnst
Water-
ford”

Cop- L

pecially in ber own club,

‘She is always positive and
unassuming.” sakd Sr Colum's

i n Mike Murnane.
‘She woulde't be roaring or
giving oait to the team, she'd
speak when she’s asked to
speak. Paudie (Murray)
could se¢ the poten-

L tial, she's a bead-

developedinto a key

e

3 Role-mod-

o el iz amother

term o deseribe the
Colum'’s player.

The way she conducts herself

in the club ks an inspiration
to anybody.

“The kids look up

tio her totally, be-

1 cause of Alan

== O'Connar

previously and now Libby, the
two of them are just fantastic
ambassadors, Murnane added,
°If you bring Libby t0 a train-
ing sessiom, you can hear a pin
drop. She's ——
a prafes- =
sion- | r
pJII

Cop-
pinger is not
afraid to make her-
self known around her
club either, despite
rraining s0 much
at inter-county

iy

e
“She's made an
unbelievahble impact. She's a
every Cill Camp or training ses-
gions every- time vou go down
(v Colurn’s), explained Mur-
nane. 'If she's not training with
Cork, she's down in our pitch. A
pure role-midel.

Whar most people might not
knosw is how Coppinger played

‘She’sanailed-on
All-Starinmyeyes’ -
Paudie Murray, former
Corkmanager

underage while there were no
eamogie or LGEA clubs,

“We didn’t have a camogle
club and our ladies footrball
club kind af diskanded. She
was playing with the bays up
to U4 and she was one of the
best plavers of that U4 team,
Murnane said.

“You could tell when she
came cnto the girls’ weam, she
wik impossible to mark. 1 de
think she physically improved
after playing with the boys, the
Calum’s chairperson said.

Their Cork hera is also an in-
spiration to those in the Keakill
arga, & player v look up to.

"When Libby |5 out on the |

pitch, she's so focused, she's
one of the best players to go
out (and play) with, conclud-

ed Murnane. In most people’s |

eyes, the West Cork woman was
the Player of the Match in the
recent All-Irckand semi-final
win againat Waterford. It was

ane of her best displaye at full
back. Cork manager Matthew
Twomey agrees,

‘Against Warerford | thought
Libby was the player of the
match, She was absolutely out-
sianding.’ he said.

‘She’s quiet and unassum-
img. but does her talking on
the field. Coppinger has been
an integral part of the Cork
camogle team this year, not just
‘ag a player but also as an inspi-
ration for others. Twomey even
compared her o a legend of
the game.

*On the field she reminds
me in so many ways of Briege
Corkery. She s a livewire,’ lse
explained. “You can see her with
the younger girls, she would
have aqubst word with them.

Her inflluence on not Just
Colum’s but the Cork camiogie
team hasn't gone unnoticed.

Whether she will win an All-
Str remaing to be seen.

Newertheless, she has put
West Cark on the map for

CRITICHLRE,

bones to get Rebels back on the big stage

&l & clear, The county’s sendor
manmgement feam have been
:qmlh'lrlﬂhlﬂlﬂﬂ-lﬂ-ﬂ'd Keating is
hoping to repay all their manag-
er. sebectors and backroom team
menkers cfiorts.

fenldr't speak more highly of
Mamhew and our management
pe=am this year, she says.

“The work Marthew puts in
... b nold us he is involved with
Cark camogie for over ten years
mow 1 haven't been invohved that
homg msell but for the likes of

fsaling Thompson and Laura
Treacs, they have seen how much

Bl ez e s prust it i during all

that time.

‘Along with Davy (Fitzgerald)
and all the lads, they have been
_;nen: toa, You also have Teddy

' Doncvan; he is an unsung hero
within the camp, Teddy always
brings a great atmosphere to
rainig.

Previous Cork scnior manager
Paudie Murray's influence still
resonates with Keating and her
team-mates. Not least because
Twomey was such an integral
punuﬁhcﬂwksmmrhﬂchmm
pesm under Murray's tutelage.

That continuity within the Cork
sepibor set-up has benefited this

mr':.padm-a;rmlhehﬂ-lrdnﬂ

Ftlulﬁl: Murray didso much for
Cork camogie and Matthew was
a part of that for many years as
well’ Keating says.

*Matthew has learned from
working with Paudie and you
can definitely see that this year.
Everything Matthew does, he
does to perfection. Great cred-
it i due to bath of them. They
have brought Cork camogie on
&0 mch,

The Rebels return to Croke
Park having overcome YWaler-
fard at the same venue in the

All-Ireland semi-final bess than
twin wieeks ago. Keating isused o
playing at GAA HQ but believes
the experience gained by Cork's

vounger pansl members will be -

impartant aeaine Kilkeney,

‘It was great to pet up to Croke
Park and plav the semi-final there
against Waterfond, she soys,

“Masthew was onby saving it ag
training, that for some of us, it
was our fifth time playing in Croke:
Park in the space of o vear.

‘For all the younger girks com-
ing on oo this year's senior paned
= we hawee o gond few of them, to
b fnbr — petting o experience

plaving in Croke Park will stand
us for the final,

“You see the [Ekes of Meabh
Murphy coming in this year and
starting at cormer-back. For me,
Lxst vear was ey firsg e stat-

, gz on the sendor tewm sa [ consicd- |

et mysell nearly in the middbe-nge
categary i the age of 21!

‘Seeing the Cork Uls and
minars winning All-Irelands |s
great for camogie {in the county],
There & sp much talent coming
through and lots of sibverwane
coming back te Castle Roed as
well. Those ane real positives for
Cork cameogic’s future”

Aie, 2va2

THE ROAD
TO GLORY

ETEP : The Bebels opened thee
Group 1 changionship Campagn
withoa cosmiprehssnabae 2-14

£ 1-6 win ey to Wiexdord in
Enniscedthy. Siar lornd Any
OCormor Soondd 2—-4 n ks noi
ol the Maded County,

STEP 2 Thek first home All-
Ingskansl] ClRarnplershan game
of the campalgn, bn Paire Lk
i, s am easy wholeny oyver
Murster finalsts Clare ona
scorelirg of 32=17 to -5 Ay
D Connmor wers onon agin in
Inespired fonm in this gamae,
scoring -5, Moarvwhile Chice
Sperscn and Or ta Ceonin hic
anather 0-6 hetween them

mire

STEP 3z Durbiin wes resci on the
Rebels’ hit kst in a seven-poing
wictony | 210 bo 0-9] mway from
Prcewe, Tl 1t =B wit ot meply
i finish Hhie gaamee o, Kadring
Mackey was outstanding.
soofing 2-1 white Courcey
Boviers' Sapkse MoCathy aiso
pogpetiug with 0-2,

+EiE

STER &: A tighter game followed
swhien Dok CAME L Sfais
Waterford inWaksh Pk,
vty wirmning 0-35 10
0=10. & was agams of mesed
ponaliies o6 Chioe Sigersonand
Detsie free=taker Beth Caton
bothimissed fromthe spot. This
win guiamneeed Cork thoir A8
Irpdand seri- final Spot wWithone
RS R D0

L

Cork's lzzy OReganand
Kate Wall celebrate the
semi-final win.

STEP 8= Covk™s firsl boss (1-T7 1o
T8} inthe champlonship carme
at hame bo Tippeany in P LN
R Lawra Harpes socded the
sole Cork goal. B, for conteat,
Lol had abeady quakfied for
1k Al-keland semi-final belor
this game.

STEP 6: Cork went info their
All-feoland semi-fnal with
Waterfiord having beat themin
the Munster champlonship and
i £ hoesir Growg 1irnake i, Hiowmeer,
R s thie D ko Ehad few ol of
the traps vt ha 0-5 o - 0 ead
after 23 mirnites. That defict
wars vttty piied back
hovees. % Codk ook e in
the second it eventualy
win 0-¥5 bo (=W overall Irspired
try Abshiing THOMPErEan.




ALL-IRELAND INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE FINAL

Galway target
a fourth title in
decisive battle
with Cork girl

B Tribeswomen seek intermediate glory

EANNA O'REILLY

THE Galway intermediate camo-
gie Leam face Cork in Croke Park
on Sunday Cpm) seeking 10 win
o first All-lreland tide at this
grade since 2003, Cathal Mur-
ray’s charges will be hoping to
secure the county's fourth ever
intermediate Alkireland, and
laased on theldr form so far this
vear, will feel they have every
chamoe of sucnkes.

Adl-ireland Final day in 2003
wits an historic one for Galway
campogie,as Tony Ward's charges
recarded a double of senior amd
intermediane tiles. Caprained
T S Keans, the Gahway in-
rermediates defeated Limerick
on that eocasion, on a 0-12 to -
10 seoreline. Since that victory,
Galwwy appeared in one inter-
mediate decider, againsg West-
meath in 2009, when they went
chowem 1o a 100 to B9 defeat,

This year's Galway intermvedi-
ate team contains some out-
standing tabent, and o goad mix
ture of youth and experience.
Team captain Liza Casserly
{Ballinderreen), Ciara Donohue
iMullzghiand Laura Loughnane
(Evrecourty are key leaders on
e feld and will e vital to the
gaioome on Sunday.

Fiona Ryan (Ballinderreen) s
asolid ‘keeper. while Katbe Man-
ning (Mullagh) and Caoimbe
Syarr (KHlimoer) have defenced
impressively  throughout -the
championship.  Furthermore,
Davins® pair Ciara Hickey and
Katie Anna Porter are two of the
most promiging young defend-
€% in the county.

Ally Hesnan (Shampoecks) and
Jenmifer Hugles (Carnmore} ane
a sirong and athletic midfield
pairing. who impressed during
the semi-final victory over
Meath, In anack, they have
plenity of strong  options 1o
choose from. The Galway man:
agement ane hoping that Sars-
Fielcls” Corsn Keniny will b vl
able for selection, as she
continues (o reoover from o ool
CUssI0a,

Shamrocks: sharpshogter
Katie Gilchrist is also a doubt, as
shiz is atbempling o ovesconme 5
hamstring issue. Gabway will

look 1o the fikes of Niamh Mc
Peake (Liam Mellows), Ohven
Rabbice  (Athenryl, Laura
Loughnane, and Tegan Canning
{Mullagh) to lead them in the
sooring stakes,

Salthill's Lanra Kelly amd Shob-
hin Divilly have also impressed
im artack dhareng tse vear, a5 have
minos plavers Niamh Mclnermey
(Shamrocks) and Shannos Cor-
coran (Rarsfields),

Their champlonship cam-
paign began on May 21, with a 0-
20 1o 0-8 victory over Laods at
Duggan Park. The Tribeswomen
subsequently inflicted a heasy
cefear on Carlow (522 1o 0-78,
before overcoming Westmeath
in Mullingar (115 to 001}, Their
fimal two group ganes produced
emphatic wing over Dublin (3-23
pio -5 and Kerry (2:07 1o 0-5).

DEFINITELY FOR THE
OLDER GIRLS, WE JUST
HAVE THAT HUNGER TO
TRY GET OVER THE LINE
THIS YEAR FOR SURE

Galway, however, were well
tested by a hard working Meath
side in Mowlan Park in thee semi-
final, before eventually shaking
off the Rovals challenge to
recond 2 3-8 1o 2-8 victory. Each
of Galway s three goals reflecied
the quality of their team play
and their class In  attack.
Gilchrist finished the first goal
superbly, after a great move in-
volving McPeake and Rabbirte.
Galway’s secoryd goal saw Laura
Kelly finish a move involving
Canning, Loughnane and Mcin-

emey.

The bethal threat of thedr in-
ghibe line was underlined by Gal:
way's third goal, which saw Mc-
Peakez, Mclnemey, and Rabbitte
combine, before the Athenry
forwarsd fired to the net. The
qusaliny of Galwary"s foraanis I:las
been reflected i their sCoring
totals throughout this year's
champlonship, with a highly im-
pressive HM-106 being accumak

lated in six matches 2o far,

Galway captain Lisa Casserly
said this week: “When everyone
starts owl pre-season, the end
goal s always to get to Croke
Park but [ suppose for us, we've
had a lot of urnover of players
from last yer, so our main gl
was 1o fust get the minors in, iy
and get a structure in place and
wee really just wook it one game at
a time then from that.”

Casserly Is a member of the in-
termiediace panel sinoe 2007 and
was called up to the senior
sqquiad P vears bater, garmering
twor All-lrelands as a sub, She,
Clara Donohue and the injured
Tara Rutledge are the only sur-
vivors from the tao-podnt loss to
Westmeath in the 2019 All-Ire-
land intermediate final.

“I suppose this Year we
needed to step up and we have
given the girls the perspeciive
that Alkrelands don't oome
arosind too often,” says Casserly
of her increased leadership re-
sponsibilities in such a youthful
SELUp,

*Cork are going to be a phe-
nomenal team. They've had a

great campaign themselves. 50 )

we'vi been able to ground the
girls as well and give them the
perspectivie of being on the
other gide, in 2019, It's not the
side you wan to be on, Defi-
mitely for the older girls, we just
haveer thay hunger to ry get over
the line this year for sure”
added Casserly,

Galway's opponents Cork
come inte this final on the back
of a one point win over Derry in
the pendltimate stage. The
Rebels reversed a group defeat
to the Ulster gide in the semi-
final, which was their only loss
during the ‘“champbonship
Trevar Coleman's side had to
come from behind late on
aminat Derry, hittkng vhe last
four points tosnatch thie vichery.
Sharpshooter joanne Casey held
hier merve B Oomvert Bwo gury
tinae frees, to send Cork into the
final,

Captained by  midfielder
Rachel Harty from Ballyhea, the
Rebels have quality throgloat
the ekl and will book o the likes
of centre back Kxte Kilcommins,
midfiehder Lauren Callanan, and

Gahway's Lisa Casserly who will lead her team into battle against Cork in Sundays All-reland

intermediate Camogie Final at Croke Park

forwards Lauren Homan and
Hayley Ryan, along with Caxsey,
s bead thiekr efforts.

Cork had impressive group
victories  over  Wexford,
Kilkenny, Meath, and Kildare,
whibe they suffered a three point
defeat to Derry in Owenbeg.
Coleman's charges overmurned
that result when it counted in
il knockowt stages 1o quealify
for their first intermediate de-
cider since 2018.

That year was also Cork’s last
victory in the Invermedizie final
when they overcame Downon a
E13 v 09 scorellme. They also
triumpled over Kilkenny in the

Gahur‘sl-llﬂr,ralhrﬂ stratch against Olivia O'Halloran of Meath in the All-lreland semi-final

senior decider on that day,
which was also thelr last time
winning the O'Dulfy Cup. Cork
will undoubtedly be very deter-
mined to record the double
onee again on Sunday.

The kast meeting between Gal-
way and Cork in an intermediate
AllIreland was in 2009 when
the Tribeswomen overcame the
Rebels after a replay victory in
Nenzgh. Gabway triumphed by
310t0 -5 on that occasion, after
the sides had previously plaved
out a 0-15 o 29 draw ai the
Gaelic Grounds.

Galway's captakn on that oc:
casion was Current Jenior cap-

S

W

tain Sarah Dervan, while the
goal scorers were Caroline Mur-
ray, Laura Mitchell, and Acife
Lynskey. Galway's only link to
thar victory 13 years ago is Por-
tumna’s Ruttledge, who has
been sidelined with a knee in-
jury this year.

in what promises to be @
cracking contest, Galway's pace
and attacking quality can make
the difference in the open
spaces of Croke Park. if Galway
perform to thelr ability on the
day, they will have a great op-
portunity o bring home the Jack
McGrath Cup for the fourth
time,



WITH the Croker series almost at an
end, it = now the responsibility of onr
club personnel fo gulde s home ta
hristmas.
All those inter-county players that
some pumsdlts mentioned you woukdn't
sou again in action until next Jansary
will atso be part of the club campaign!

But thers ks one more day in the big
hoause to came and it will have a seri-
o red ety

Mext Sundnay’s camogie finals will
feature Cork’s intermisdiate and senjor
feams; e intermediates face Galway
at fpm and the senjors will be bidding
to win their first sinoe 2018 when they
take on Kilkernny at 4. 15pm.

Howevar, there Is also a Cork angle
o the premier junior final which
throws in at 12pem between Antrim and
Armagh. Lining out for Armagh will
be Jennifer Curry, formerly Jennifer
O Leary from Barryroe, Arguably one
of the best ever o come from the west,
Jennifer won foir senior medals with
Cork, her last game with the county
wis in 2014; she also received an'in-
credible eight All-Stars.

After o lapse of eight years, sha
donned the inter-county attive again
and in the semi-final against Cavan,
her eontribotion of 1=3 was Key in'en-
abling her adopted county reach the
final. It probably should be mentioned
though, that Antrim will be favourites.

Nonetheless, [t i seme achpevement
for meknnwﬁﬂmrs young forward to
s back on £ atage.

:::anl we hﬂ'Ft!' f|"_'||;'ﬂ_ Foharl double?

Well, it would be some achievement

band would crown a marvellous yar

for camoghe in the county. Last Sun-

yday, the UlE team won the All-Treland
A

ylented Galway 211 &6 2-7 b bnd that
AM-Trelamad.

Hamnah Looney drives at Keeley Corbett:

Barry during the Glen Dimplex Senior

Ml-Freland cemi-fenal win over Waterford at (roke Park.

S0, what are their chances on Sun-

day?

The intermediate one is always a dif-
Aol call bepanses it includes a number
of sacomnd teama topether with the best
of the so-called weaker countics. Both
Cork and Galway had impressive
semi-finnl wins over two countles that
wonld be considored strong ¢on-
tenders, Meath and Derry.

For what it i worth, the Trevor Cal-
eman-managed side have been to-
Egdmer[-:-ra while, henoe they pat the

As regards the senfor decider, it
mugl be mentioned that with only
three bop teams in e country af the
moment — Cork, Galway, and K1l
kenny — any cutcoms, other than &
Cork victory would be viewed a5 a bad
day at the : :

J fonr-year camogic drought in
Cork compares very Rvourably with
pight-year fosthall thirst in Kerry.

That i probabily where the compart-
son ends because, whenees Kermy wore

deserving favowrites golng into their
docider, Hebel gide will parade be-
hiknd the underdog banner.

O how many occasions have we -

made the errorof basing our final pre-

distions on semi-final performance
and [sup , o s Eoo labe 1o changa
o habit of a lhetinw

Most who attended the Waterford
win were of the apinion that were it mot
for Ashling Thompson coming on in
the first half, a major shock was on the
cards. Then again, maybe the uncer-
tninty surrounding the Milford sfar
had an unsettling effect on the team.

Whatever ahowt tt, the epksode did
nat réflect well on the camogie associ-
ation, particularly when It emerged
that the Cork star got off on a techni-
callty, not sure for exactly what, but
mentlon was made that she may have
been reported or chargod under the in-
correct rule Golng into lnst venr's

nal, there was anothor disciplinary
Issue in relation to Orla Cronin which,
in the view of many, was not conduchve

o proper preparathon.

_ The fmct that ihe Ennkskeane plaver
is not invelved this vear is a conshiber-
able Blow, Thankfully now, with no
distractions, Cork will arrive on the
big stage in the proper frame of mind
il fmave their best wine to the kst

Amy 'Connoer, the 5t Vincont's
player, is a serions attacker but Chloe
sigerson, Killeagh, and Katrina
hackey, Douglas, know a thing or bwo
abont Uwe location of the posis In the
b figld.

Al vear the half-baick line have been
impressive. Now that Laurn Tracey,
Killoagh, 1= fullv fit agaks, the hope
would be that they can be even more
impressive.

Laura Hayes, 5t Catherine's. and the
youthiul Saoirse MeCarthy (Conrcey
Bavers) ane all influential operaiors fn
fhislarea. the latter the MVP in the
sk, .

Eartier we mentioned the best woest-
erner of another era, of probably of
any era, but in the game against
Waterford it was Likby Coppinger
Teotm 51 Colum's club in Kealkil who
fought a massive reargueard action
when the Défse were going for the

Another favourable aspect of team
reparation is the absence of the chal-
nges poged by dual plavers.

Ever since the footballers' surprise
ehefeat to Mnyvo, Coppinger, Machh Ca-
halame, St Finbarc's, and Killeagh's
Hannah Lasoney hiave been able to con.
centrate an the lathraoid beag.

For all Cork camogte elubs, Sunday
is an impartant day and even more s
for elubs who ave players involved,
but for Courcey Rovers it will o even
more special. Ashling Maléney and
Grainne Hannon will be mvalved with
the intermediates while Saolrse
MeCarthy and Flona Eeating are vital
played for the seniors.

Woaeldn'i it be fust the perfiect ending
to heve the O'Dully and the Jack
Egtn?mhm ﬁ-s_ Eﬁllfll mests in the

IRELT if neEyAcE b %
night mext weslc? e

I'am sure the staiie conld be con-
vinced to naove ane moee thine.,

B Contact: paudic. palmerahot-

tfiall.comm Twitter: @pagdiep

Sisters Molly and Lucy Lynch,
All-Ireland Lomg Puck senior and
V16 winmers.

Cork
sisters bag
Poc Fada
AlHrelands

CAMODGIE

B Mary Newman

CORE sisters Molly and Lucy
Lynch deliversd a doulde for
Sarsfields in the & Donnelly
All-Ireland Poc Fada fanls.

The talented duo won ai
samior and Ul level on Bank
Hollelay Monday in the Coaley
Mfoumitains.

Medly Lynch made hlstory
In=t vear when she won the
senior erown, having pre-
vioushy capdured the UG tirle
in 200 7. That sucees mle har
the: first camogie playoer to win
hoth grmdes, mhich was o hage
achbevement.

Defending her titke, she had
to hold off a star-stwdded sen-
bor [ield which included An-
trim's Rolsln MeCoarmick.
Clare’s Chlog Morey, Gal.
way s Intermediate siar Kntle
Gibchrist, Catharine Muldoon
{Tyronel, and Noclls Murphy,
Kilkeniny.

It staris off what Mally i
hoping will be a suceassiul
werk as sha is mleo part of Mat-
thew Twomey's Cork senlor
squad whe face Kilkenny in
the All-Ireland ffnal in Croke
Park on Sunday, Cork inter-
mhcdj:ttm_s take on ?uE-.-rn_-r im
the opening game of & douhis-
header on Jones' Road.

Licy Lynch foliowed in hoy
aiater’s footsteps when she
took the All-Ireland 16
trophiy, holding off the chal.
lenges of Tiarna Kelly (Darry),
Lacls® Amy Lacey, and An-
dren Fallon, Roscommon.

Mally will have st oppast.
tlon friom Lucy [n 20238 as she
biils to make it & senjor three
in o row.

[ the hurling sectbon, Kill-
lan Phelan of Kilkenny took
the senior huring silverwars
with Darragh Smith from
Westmenth Innding the U6

tmjphy.

Thie Pot Fiada coniinues to
he sponsered by Martin Don-
nelly, who has backed the
comipetition for mare than 25
wenrs Uliroudh ks M imyelhl
shop_ie brand and his con-
tritution hng kopt the eventon
the go.




Cark intermediate manager Trevor Coleman.

Picture; Larry Cumemins

Colernan says his Cork
teamwill give AlHreland
title bid their ‘best shot’

WHEHN Trevor Colemib tLgEn
playing street leagues in Na
Pinrsaigh, e never imagined
fie would manage & Corkl team
o Croke Park In quest of an

All-Ireland title

This Sunday, his Rebel in-
termediate side face Galway 8t
spm in Croker, bidding to 1ift
the Glen Dimplex Intermedi-
AT ETOWT

“My family are deeply in-
vobved and my uncle's wife is
the former camogic great
Dedrdre Sutton-Coleman, %hio
waon a hoee amount of hon-

yors, T Coleman sayvs. “Sheisa
person, down through the

prenrs, 'l could always go o 1o
bend her ear and sha ks 0 great
woman, with buge exXperiemce
of all things camogie.

;  Coleman's wife and daught-
ors are involved in the spoet,
bt long before he got invalved
in camogie, he was coaching
boys” teams at Na Piarsiagh.

“Siarting out in the stresl
leagues in Na Piarsaigh, 1
played at all levels right up to
UL, where we enjoyed great
success all the way up, win-
niing evervthing underage, ex-
cept a football championship,”
Coloman savs. =1 didn't play
much after U2l and when |
was around 19 or 20 and play-
ing junior, 1 got into the coach-
img side of things and followed
fhot path from there. 1 sup-
pose, | protably gave ugs ply-
ing too young and 1 say to all
thi= young peogla now o play
away s long as vou can.”

He was also deeply involved
i administration, was minor
chairmon for three vears, and
three vears on the senior com-
mftese, bt for almdst 20 years
he has also been involved with
enrnoghe;

U got invelved with the Na
Piarsalgh junior team, which
my wifie, Trisha, was playing
with and we won the Junior B

[
ot L]

Galway's Lisa Casserly, Rowena

ik

Rodrigues, Glen Dimplex

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman
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and than the Junier A cham-
pionship and il was L

Mentor with Seandun
underage teams 10 Yeurs ago
at U6 level, in 2020 Coleman
was asked to azsist with the
seqior divisbonal side,

“1 was delighted to get ine
volvied, as 1 knew the calibre of
players that were there. 1t was
a huge honour for me to be in-
volved and to win the cham-
phomship last vear.,”

Galway will be another
huge challenge for Cork after
an exeellont season g0 far.

“We saw them against
Meath: They are o good side,
Cathal Murray is in charge
and thev trafined with their
senfor squad, 80 we know they
will be poing all out as we will
ti i,

He paid tribute to his back-
roam team and to the players,
who have worked very hard.

“The lads are excellent,
they are doing huge work with
the team, and the gicls are
supert. We have played chal-
lenge matches all over the
couniry and they are great,
I'm only the manager and my
job iz to pull it all together
ol 1o be fair to them all, they
row in and make my job ea-
siap,”

The hord work §s done and
iz 15 confidoent his side won't
Do fotunsd wanting.

“We have spoken about the
atmosphere that will be in
Croke Park, the noise levels,
and to be just conscious of it
whan calling for thve ball and
little things like that, so it's
just about getting out there
now and giving it our Viecy
kst gt and, rest asaured, we
won't b foumd wanting.”

head of exter-

nal relations and engagement, Sinead Mculty, CEO of the Camodgie As-
ysociation, Corlk manager, Trewor Colemnan, and Finola Heville.

Picturez: IRPHOLaszlo Geczo

= Mary Newman

SUNDAY: Glen Dimplex Al-Ireland
intermediate final: Cork v Galway,
Croke Park, 2pm
IT'S Cork and Galway battling for the
Glen Dimplex Intermediate crown; they
meat in the second mame of a triple-header

in Croke Park on Sunday.

[t comes as no surprise that these arve
the last two standing, though when they
met i the Littlewoods League quarter-
final Cork ran out 1-13 to 0-10 winners.

That will count for 1ttle with the big
prize up for grabs on Sunday.

Cork last took the tils in 2018 and sur-
vivors from that glorious day when it was
n Rebel double include Lauren Callanan,
Siobhan Hutchinzon, Roisin Killeen, and
Kaitlin Hickey while captain Finola Nevil-
le, who is unable to line ount due to a knee
injury, was also a hey figure then.

The victory four years ago ended heart-
break for Cork who had suffered back-to-
hack final defeats in 2016 and 2017. _

Galway last tasted success at intermedi-
ate level In 2012 on a day when they also
ywon the double as thelr seniof overcame
Kilkenny, They have been back on the big
stage since then, surprisingly losing out
im the 2008 fingl to Wostmaeath.

With Cathal Murray ai the helm of both
the senior and intermediate teams since
o019, camogle in the connty his enjoyed a
huge profile,

The foundations were lald with the All-

[reland minor successes in 2012 and 2017
and four £ a row of L6 wins from 2015 (o
H1E
Adlil i the quality of club teams such as
Sarsftelds and Killamore and it's not haed
to s the desire and passion they have for
CAITHMRIR,
Underage stars like Teegan Canning,
Katie Gilchrist, current mined player ALy
Heslin, who Hned ot at midffeld in their
seml-final clash with eath, and Olwen
Rabbitte, who plaved at corner-forward
ani li'l.'nmt a vital goad, whll sl be ones to
watch.

o

To Foh

Cork’s Kate Kilcommins and Derry's Aine McAllister on the movein the Ml-Ireland semi-final.

xperience could
a key factor in
intermediate final

ke
oy

Corl’s Grainne Hannon keeps her eyes on the slitar,

They were the dominant force of the
grop stages as they racked up Mg storers
while in defence they have been rock solid

all through. They got off the mark witha tha

0-20 to 0-12 win over Lacis before hitting
509 mﬂnstﬁﬂuﬂwaﬁdﬂhﬂtwhﬂ!dm
Just seven points.

Wostmeath provided a strnn% chal-
lenge, but they showed plenty o ichar-
acter to run ot on -15 to 0-11 winners,
they racked up an impressive 333 against
Dublin before hitting Kerry with 2-17 as
they confidently top the group and
boaked theit semi-final spoL
They ot move than they for
against Meath and it took subatitute
Laiura Kelly's late goal to finally seal it.

Cork have hod a nlce steady path to the
final, only losing ene game in the grou
zeries to Derry. They overcams :
Meath, and Kilkenny to top their group
and seciire 2 semi-final spot where they
once again came face to face with Derry
who had recorded a guarter-final win
over Db,

1t was a tough encounter that went right
o to the wire and Cork land toodig deogr
to make it to the final. It took & pointed
free three minutes into added time from

i
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PFicture: MPHOEvan Treacy

scorer-in-chief Joanne Casey to secure the

lmmdmﬂﬂtﬂdﬁwiunﬁmud&_ :
If Cork allow Galway get 1o grips early
fon the game, as it happened against
Derry, they will be in

Against Derry, Cort went
eral oceasions and didn't pump ball into
their inside Hne, pﬁrﬂmlla;'ti-: in thi ssc-
and half when they ptayed with the aid of
a strong wind

They alsosat back and didn't attack and
it wasn't until the last 10 minates when
they pushed forward that thew realily
roubled Derry, outscoring them 0-£10 (-3,

Cork have a lot of experience.

Leanne O'Sultivan ks the halder af four
senior All-Ireland medals and huge
L‘mﬂmtﬂlpﬂlﬂﬂl'hﬂiﬂﬁ'ﬂhﬂ Park. Joanne
Casey amd Lauren Homan are both senior
medal hrolders: Casey coming on as & sull
im 2004 with Homan infroduced in the 2017
anid 20018 wins.

Experience at this level-will be wital
with a h:tafphrmmg-ﬂhllﬂrg
put in Croke Park for first time
could b the koy factor in tipping the bal-
RATCE. a

short on sevs
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Hannah is determined
to make amends for
last year's defeat

A CHAT with ofe former Cork
plaver and o phone eall te an-
other mdde Hannah

y Loomey’s .
mind up about returning to
Cork

The dunl'star has bheen In
New York sihoe last Oclober,
lm' wirk reasons, bt had this

ing vobee in the back of
I!u:r i about how the sea-
somn ended for the Cork-senjon
camo

o help make

for: their-Tose:te. Galway in the
way in- i
final

=1 came homee thie last woeek
1n1-m*md!thﬂ been nwhlﬂ-
wind slnce then. It has ean
groat and insome ways, it's
Hke 1 was never away and 1
came back with the intention
of giving the All-Ireland a
crack.

“1 left with a ong year
contrict to go fo New York and
et Bl af MiE- T riae
egnet ng at all, I wen
in October so did about eight
mantlis in the end. Matthew
feamogle manager] was on o
me when T left and T said we
will wlelress it In Januaty.

“I moved over therd ancl
Orla Cotter [former Cork ca-
mogie =tar] was lving down
e oo from e, s just kav-
ingz her sio from day one
and meeting all her friends
meant I had i great oommi-
ikty behind me and 1 was hay-
img the time of my e

=A lok of my ty grow-
img up has bean arcand pliay-
ing GAA becaes that's what
have done sinee [ was 16 or 11
gnd 1 made great friends and
have had great expericnces

i side and Hannah,
amends . tho bottom of

ways

firom ft. But it was great (o ba
in a big city whoo GAA wos at
'S Al
daand kind of find moysalf and
know I can have passhons for
*Bait aif the back of my mind
Was the final fin-
izshed last year and it was al-
ng and Matihew
wolld check in with me éevery
fiewe weeks about coming hack.
lmmmburintdmmﬂ:
‘Oirka amd sald

ovier thiere and that wag an-
other thing I had a healthy re-
lationship with l“rclslns

Whien I"'m home it's tralnin F
fior carnoghe or football and

ent this and do that, vhem.t
ovar there [ just went fora run
ar went (o tha without
the prossure of needing bo go
iraining.

me good advice. [ tald
where m1, head was at and
that I was thinking of coming
homse for the champions

“She told me that §f [
any hit of itch for it go back s
I would rngrhl: it, :]l}-nhhat
helped ma ma up
than o come bnriwmd what-
aver happens on Sunday I
have no regreds.”

Hannah I:ml‘ﬂhﬂ‘l‘t!l- with team-mat# I’H:h O'Mahaney after
beating Waterford. Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Spartsfile
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Linda
Mellerick

SUMNDAY
.l!—killnd Senbor Camogle final: Cork v

luilhnm- Croke Park, 4.15pm.

m:tﬂdlﬁﬂtnln!l-]rﬂmdnna]amw
mhn:t]muim think it's very hard to
call betweet and Kilkenny on Sum-

t the start qcrtne yuar l.h:d;-u:hmg

er was Galway, Cork lkening,
but mﬂrummm-lnjuﬂmmd form Bove
Cork and Kilkenny in the final. Based on
Ihe sau:»i ﬂIIE] displays and Hilhnn}rdua

.ﬂigj:ul Iamurl[ea mrk love ﬂlm -

and finals,
Kilkenny lost 50% of the defence ihnt
were beatan by Cark inthe 2021 All-Tre-

land semi- by & podnt; Davina Tobin,
M-&m Farrell, and Dorméer have
by Miamh Deely, TiTany

,and Laurn H,
But what a transit Jo manager

Brian Dowling has done here, Kilkenny's

defence was excellent againat Galway,
Having sald that it was the collectlve

tracking back that prevented Enlwa?
from netting. That and
MWorris, whn blecked fwo potential E‘llhll.l

:tnd ﬁ
1 thﬂ.‘rﬁlﬂh ol I:-B']u':' I'£
ng a WA
. Right hﬁmlﬁ Denise Gaule

ph!.' very defensively and [ ilink Kil-
kenny will need her further up the feld
ngninst Cork.

Katle Fower, sooften a thorn in Cork's
defonce, missed the 2020 campaign be.
conean of @ ncrucinte injury and w &

returned last year, she didn't have as
much of an impact. Twelve monthe later

Katie Pewer of Kilkenny ln actioe 303
ﬂ ny against Gaby
Fiture: Gecrge TewhesburySponishile

Ellkenny have her playing in midfiebd. 1

don'e think they are peting the testour ol [ages

Porwer there.
Thiesy moved her into their half-forward
Hnee during the second half against Gal-
and shi had a hand in 1-1.
raditionally Kilkenny are goal-
Enu':m With Gaube and Power deep they
't ook as dangerous in thd regand as
they used to.

Gitlway looked more likely to hit the net
i the apening hall of thelr semi-final,
having & number of chances, but they
Failed to doe so and o wonder strike by
wing-back Lauca Murphy saw Ellkenny
hﬂa::h the Galway rear-guard and go 1n

1t shows the way the game has gone
now, when your wing-kack goals in an
AllsIrelnd semi-final, Similar to Cork’s
Laura Hayes and amrse MeCarthy she's
‘nn ak &
Miriam YWalsh ntﬂanfuﬂnrdls Kilkien-
-.nl!;llj: ?ulu ﬂ;;:ﬂlm tlht:;iL ]Ierhgnmn
gor is fo b g
chal. Walsh has strength nndif::-mhl amnd
wins difieult ball, Copplnger has mnsier

H'Bi. doiz

Picture: Edde (Ham

Cats fancied but
final should be
a close contest

od tho art of standing off and not being
rornabed easily.

Eilkenny will look to stop Cork’s
Tunners, particulardy up the flanks by the
aforerentioned wingers. By default, due
te all teams now pulling out their for-
wrards and leaving typleally twa, maybe
throe inside; both sides will operate a
EWEE T,

Cork’s good play comes from that
sweeper inttiation, primarcily by Laura
Treacy. The overlap and support play be
fore siriking to open space didn’t work
that well agalnst Waterford Tor threes
quearters of the gnme. Space was tlght and
it wis only in the last quarter that they
spdit Winterford, racking up elght points in

a row.

Ashling Thompson and Hannoh Loo-
ney will more than Ukely ke midfield,
both runners, both good at iracking back
and maving forward.

There will be no hetber by X e
Hilkenny's now wing-back than Kairina
Hath’tﬂ. Howasver, [ dotibt they Il leave

an er, If Cork play twa in-
side then Michelle Teehan and Grace
Walsh will pick up Mackey and Amy
O'Connor, b brilliant dofonders.

Thoere was 4 Iot of jersey pulling by Kil-
kenny defenders In kast vear's semb-final,
proventing Amy OConnor's bursts and i
wasn't pennlised,

Against the top shles, Cork rely on thelr
runners; they'll need that and Chlos Si-
gerson bo find space and seore from dls-
tamee, OF the 1-13 Cork scored in their re-
cont lengue final, seven came from their
miditeld and defondoers.

Sorcha MeCartan wil add physicality
and & good robe for her could boe at coentre-
forwnrd an Clairg Phelian amd go toe fo foe,

Kilkenny played Galway itwkee in the
past five wesks, Tremendous battles that!
ane uu:n:tnmnd to thim.

Cork had the easier group, lost theird
final group game to Tipperary and
iru far longg porlods agahise’
ford. But Cork’s intensity and tempo has
g-m:;: proven thme and again In Cro

AT



Leaving the Big Apple to take
another bite at All-Ireland glory

=

Cork v Hﬂli:emle
Sundsy: Crite Pl 4 15m

Rberes: By Moy Pildave)
TV:RIE

ik Irednad Cormongs

=
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Therese O'Callaghan E;I

Should I stay or should 1 po?
That was the declslon facing
Hinnah Looney affter she
moved to Mew York when @ job
apportinity came hor way bast
Detaber. Meant to siay for a
vear, her love for camagie was
telling her othorwise, She was
torn between the two, 80 she
called upon i eonple of (Mends
to hidp her out.

“Iow York was so brilllant
bocnuge Orla Cotter ws Living
thown the rond, five minoies,
Having Orla's support from
day ¢ne was o great comfort,
and [ hed o great community
behind me. [ was having the
tima of my life and 1 don't re-
gret any of |t

“A big thing 1 learned, a lot
af my dentity growing up has
been around playing Gas.

BACK IN THE FOLD: Hannah Looney warms up before Cork's champlonship dlash with Dublin. ‘It has been a

whirtwind since | came home. It is like | never left in many ways,’ she says.

That iz all I have done sinee 10
or 11 and I don't regret that
either becanse | made the best
friends, had the best experi-
ences, But it was great tobe in
a big clty where GAA was on
the ballom of evervene s agen-
da and to know | conld find

misal in different ways,

“In the back of my mind,
after the way the camogie
{inal finished last vear, it was
always kind of lingering. And
Matthew (Twomey) would
check in every couple of
wisEks,

Picture: Inpha/Evan Treacy

“1 had a conversation with
Orla becanse I knew [ conld
probably get back to Ireland at
the end of Mav. [ was training
away. That was another thing
I found over there, was a
really healthy relationship
with exercise, When I am at

home, T am doing everyihing
for camogie. You need {0 eat
this amd do that, bo play camo-
gle or Toolhall, Whereas over
thera, 1 just pick up my
runners and go fora ran with-
out the pressure of, I nesd 1o
tradn.

“1 also rang Briege Corkery
and 1 knew she would be a
I&'W ong for advice. She has

one it all on and off the plich,
1 said this is where my head is
at, Daem godng Loty to go home
for the champlonship or else
stay here. Briege's advics was,
if you have any bit of itch, gn

back. That made “E mﬁ*

I had an jitch. An atever
happens on Sunday, 1 will
have no

Looney arrived back in Ire-
land the last weekend in May
and rejoined the Cork camp
straight away.

“It has been a whirlwind
sinee [ came home. It is ke 1
never lefl in many ways, It is
great for my mindset to be
going training and to have
that routine since [ came hack
has been brilliant,

“T came home with the in-
tention “ffm“ the All-lre-
land a . That is the

honest truth, 1 came back for
camogie.

"My ocompany where 1 work
a% 2 chemical engineer, MSD
or Merck as theynrehwwnm

the United States, have been
g0 sound, I knew i I had a con-
versalion with them, they
watlld do thelr best (o help me.
“The obviois now i% (0
win the All-Ireland, but it 1= a8
big challenge. We are going in
as underdogs, which we ean't
question with the run Kilken-
ny have had. They are un-
beaten in the championship.
They keoked very strong in the
last 16 ml.nute-s of the semi-
final, they looked that bit hun-
grier than Galway,

“Hawve we played our best, is
thie question. We all know if
we do, we are well able to
over the line, That is the
and that is the hope.”

Whatever happens, the
travel bug may have bitten the
Hilleagh star,

"New York has opened my
horizons. I will probably be
based in Irefand for another
vear or two and reassess

again, The want to l:ruuﬂ ﬂ].-E
world is dEflnlte
Frlﬂ-rilz at. "-'I- i MSD.-‘

E:rtunitiai 11’ I wanl: tt- Ra
ck. 5o, 1 eonuld see myvseli
taking time out of work and
T the workd. And defi-
nitely going Back to Mew York.
What [ loved about it was vou
could be anvone over there,
and no-one bats an evelid. 1
kind of fir right in." 1

2020 All-lreland win lifted cloud over Kilkenny

Paul Keane

Kilkenny manager Brian
Dvwling has pdmitted o cload
hiing over the camp through-
ot 2000 a8 they fell thi press-
ure of frying to aveid four All-
Irekand final defeats in @ row,

That was Dowling s (irse
season in charge after tnking
avier from Ann Dowitey and he
eensed the desperation of his
plavers affer three conseen-
Hve Minal failares,

Croke Park was emply for
that December 2000 final win
aver Galway though the
breakithrowgh 0000 meant
evervthing to long-suffering
plavers. leons like Denise

Gaule, Grace Walsh, and
Clnire T"IH!‘]EII. return for Sumn-
day's deckder against Cork
with fond memories of ending
their All-Ireland hoodos,

=1t was a stranpge fnal with
no erowil but looking back it
probably suited us because
there was huge pressure golng
Lmﬂmmne:sam Dovling of

“We had lost three finals in
0T — i lase a fourth would
have been absolutely dizas.
trons,

“To lose that final, 1 don't
know whether some of them
wotllid 20l be plaving today, 1
Inzt think there was so0 much
baggage there. That vear,

thiewe wis 4 clowd over iis and
it I'Inrﬂl:. lifted after that
match.”

Cork stopped holders Kil-
konny at the semi-final stage
last senson though Dowling
inzisiz Sunday 1503t about re-
venge. “It's not revenge be-
cause this year was moresoe
alsonet bl lding IIEII}I'I becanse
we Jast so many players firom
last year, to retirements and
infuirbes," Tie said,

It was just about g o
get our team right and [ sup-
gl Wi targeted the Leinster
championship early on in the
Year. We won that and that
gave us a lot of confidence.

“But we didn’t really know

where we were until we went
up be Athenry and we knew
leawing there that we had o de-
cent team and that we ware
able to @it it up to Galway.

“Then we got Dubln b the
All-Ireland quarter-final,
Galway again after that
beat Galway waz great be-
cause we have a lot of new
girls amd that gave us confi-
:ium:e going into the final
noe

It's been a tough year for

Back In Mareh, & fire

guited the ome of his elderdy
uneles Dominde and Oliver,
taking Oliver's Hfe and leav-
ing Dominke homeless, It came
just weeks after Paul Shefflin,

hmlhersul Kilkenny coach
Tommy ShefMin, passed a
suddenly while out ru 'ﬁ'«!"
“It was tongh, " said ﬂ-lgﬁ-
kenny hurler Dowling. “In
fairness, the camogie ¢
helps things and the girls

being there has been really -

helpful to go and train and
studf like that, it helps take
your mind off it Obviously to
'I.I.I'In an All-Ireland wounld

¥ l'l'theWh-nlemr
for b, That (eriet)

gu aw Hpacially for the
likes Tnmmr who lost his
brother, that will never
away bat I'm sure it will h&u
in & small mrﬂwgﬂmr
the line against Cork.”

ﬁlﬂim'tdim%age

to help Dowling’s unc!-nr
Domitle and rafsed tens of
thousands of auro, the
first to put their hands in
pockeis or offer condolences
were camoghe :a.ud hurlin

teams gmd
!.nslmlham hlmewtth
for years, Cork
“A lot of H]B Cork pln;_l,*ers
and Matthew (Twomey, man
agery contacted me an:l nf
fered their condolences,” sald

anling. “That meant a lof at

the time and they did not have

e AEh el b vads b
W

we will shake hands after-

wards."”

uin;ﬂpmﬂhﬁhuﬁii!m'“

- mﬁmﬁﬂ
H.ar.ul:lw

| Croke Park.
M&hﬂiﬁghﬂpﬂﬂdwﬂmm mn-
Glen Dimplex Head of External Refations and Engagement, 5-
mdﬂﬂlﬂﬁﬂﬂhhmﬁtmmﬂﬂwﬁﬁ
Dewling and Claire Phelan ahead of Sunday's All-lreland final.

Derry’s goalkeeper Niamh McQuillan's I;aner connects with Cork's

Lawren Homan, Ficture: Patrick Browme



Cﬁ’kboss relishing his Alireland final day out in Croke Park

ki wmmmm.ﬂcmm:?ﬁmrmm:tmimdqﬂi.ﬁlhlnhﬂﬂnhtmhgh

Champéonship final against Cork SFORTSALE
Cliona Foloy weekly basis, there's not really anyone

SANDFORD PARK. a small privaie
school in the wellheeled Dublin
sulburl of Ranelagh 1himt ﬂ-ﬂ]f first
accepied girls nine years agn is not,
as a legendary commentalos might
sy, 1 camogie stronghold.

Hockey, rughy and cricket are its
sparts of choice. but in PE and maths
teacher Aoile Morris they've Qo ane
cracking hurler.

Kee may not have been
e e potitioual cholee’ bt &t

23, her trademark l-_pHEd off the I_|I'iE‘
and fearless coursing of w
approaching her d-l:ll'nllﬂ_hﬂﬁ ¥
mhn“ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬂhﬂlﬂlhﬂm-

“I'd love to say | always wanted to be
oI i r} bast, under-age, you
abwavs wanted the freedom of bei
out the field and scoring, sp-:l's_d:h:
nitely something [ grew inio, s

Edsﬁ%ﬂm ihe late Tom Holden,

; foonam,
herunde ub eoach in Pi
for making her stick it out h"’“'m
ithe posks = and hic faith was
fonrmdied,

She was heroie once again in Kilk-

JIreland semi-final, making
enny's Al ! ;

four outsianding saves
Galvay incloding a ot first-_
half penaity) and scems o <3
have ice in her velns.
Wasn't she worried

elwe that's going 1o put the same fear
Inyou®

With dmﬁ?ﬂmmhﬁ ::
impomant as appi
increasingly taetical game, -t
Eﬂ have become np.ﬁlr:l
ok of every small-ball feam.

Ehe is constantly working  to
increase her striking accuracy, and

%m'
in the team helps

"I've done a lot of development
work with PJ Ryan, he's a big help
and all you W'Jh.nlm do hmi:c-gpt;ﬂ
i Everyone his sommet .
iﬂlﬁftﬂwmpﬁﬂsun puck-outs) has
come really with the overall revolu-
ton in the game. The Limerick Bur-
s el (he tone with their
wse of the ball, that “primary posses-

ﬂfﬂnane Is the day when youd just
e
Itsalla CIMTI .
::::M that we'we really worked
on sinee year, to find the right
player and use the ball well
“The first 15 minuies of every rain-
" img we work onour own
e, game and it {accuracy)
come=  with ‘PMI::EI
{7e 3 e
Wmﬂrﬁummmn puck-
outs, being able to vary
the i

where the pocket is. We all
K a5 A feam.” &

A rait of retirements and i
meant Kilkenny nnlr'rdzlnﬂ“hrrif

of st vear's stanting delensders, but
you certainty wouldn't know it - and
thelr Dublin crew have accelerated
that band. -

Norris  shared  accommodation
with centre-back Claire Phelan and
cormer-back Michelle Teehan while
studying in DCOL She stlll Bves with
the latter on Dublin's souwthside and
Laura Murphy and Grace Walsh are
also based in the captal.

Three ieachers and a murse, they
all share the joarmey upand down o
COuUnty training Once or wiee i week
during term tme - and shortenling
the journey is not the only bepefie,
Love _
Morris’s Azt senior call-up cime in
2018, she became first-choice 'keeper
in 2020 and seems 1o love big days,
winning player of the match in last
year's beague final,

Bat, in sport's most precarious rale,
she's not immune to the odd blooper.,

and
imatchies s a eper. | just came
mﬂuﬁhﬂm%h:mm
o dﬂ;ihl:nd mﬂmﬂ“
pgood a
{lawdess wvery day, thene’s mis-
lakes hmmﬂymmmr:l;l:pim
¥, i Lil's part g
pjmmkmtnuhﬂtmlﬂrn,n
comes with experience and maturity
= andd T have to credit Brian (Dowfing.

1,

anageT),

“He's really put thas message putto
't il 1o pvalos mistakes,

v b.fm;'u i's how you deal

EVEryonme

with it that will make you'

%mﬂmﬁﬂft&i}wzﬁml"
balls or they're LY

ﬂgym'm:l:tuim e ouil of

Bt ii's how you react 1o the
g‘;-;n::;mmmm&!lllwﬂm*_’
it, tereTl be four mare passing yor

'omey loving
mogie journey

WAS there a bj
Cork manager
mey whon his GAA plaving

r plan for
Twi=

E.'rmr'n:{nlbmpﬂrhuuam
age?
'Eﬂﬁimﬁﬁ; Eined ot

the time that that awfal epi-
sode would lead kim into a
of raw coaching
mhﬁhl-rremn l'ln;!ﬂ{;

IR s manager

Eu'l_ik senlar camogle ttmm?

ow many peaple get o
MATEAZe & team in {g-nhn Park

o All-Ireland final day?

It's an honour not to be
taken lightly and with Twa-
ey s likabbe and unassuming
nature, thore s no ole more
fvare of thnt.

"In 1853 T develaped a linp
in my hesd that had o come
out. [t o v g ap-
orntion. T tried to play hurling
jl{té*rd-mﬂa. but it was lmpogs-

“1 found 1t very hard to deal
with. The lads in the club
pushod me into coaching. [
coached in Douglas for 23
(LS,

X
“T gat Involved with ]
kn Douglas who [ Ieampﬂn
sl lof from, managers and
coaches. Then [ got invelved
i thit Doaglas ea glde of
things with Mick O'Regan.
Mick was abselutely brilliant.
I suppose T was Kind of the
. your chest” type of canch
whereas hie was very calen-
Inted and astwbe, and | bearned
i awiial Lo from him,™
He's indetited to Dowplas for
where he finds himself this
weekond, preparing to face
Ellkenny at Croke Park
"My dad was chalirman
there for 30 vears so mysell
and my brather hadn't much
opton but to be down thers® |
love the place. I feel, I don‘t
m&m i g days
shonld enjoy days
like this in Croke Park when
people who gave their Hife and
soitl to the GAA as much if not
more than I did never get 1o
Eﬁqﬁm the day of nn All-
and final*
He came in as coach to the
camdagie team in 2004, had o

| CAMOGIE |
m Linda Mellerick

step awiy the following vear

biat was hack agnin In 2015,

“In 2006 T was back §n fall-
tme, I thon ook o total GAA
sabbuitical for the frst time for
abount three vonrs and didn't
miss it masaively of the iime.

“Then an nunlty came
in 2021 again, The role Paudle
Murray offersd mo in ‘plaver
meanagement’ suited me down
fior the ground. ™

Having three surgeries foolk
a Eoll, bt it isn‘t something he
wants to dwell an,

"They're my problems.
Everyone else has thelr prob-
lems. I'm able to doal with
them,™

Alter Mureay lefi, he was
approdichied to take the main
robe, with his partner Maria
urging him to take the oppor-
tunity,

"Stea T pot involved with
Cork camogie, I've laved it.
The girls are fantastic. I'm
Staro madd abont them. I'm not
there for the ¢go side of
things.”

Ancdoof course, he got Dy
Fitzgerald on board with him.

"Yeah, Anna Geary sof s
up, [ et him for a couple of
hours, 1 knew [ had him evon
though it took him about a
imanth to aeeept.

“He wins vital bt T think thae
paple that were vlinl fo me
ware Teddy (¥ Danovan, An-
thony OFMefll; amd Ml Col-
lins, from Ease year's mags
ment lostay on &8 1 noedod
w:;umttinuuyﬂnd SUpRort,

on well. [t's im .
ani “'J:E!'l'.‘t.‘] crade ik

“They're super at that as
well ns all those that fodned us
this year, we've about five ar
Six coaches. Davy lomwds frall
He came down with James
Hickey as well wha's absos

ent.

!um#uxﬁﬂ]

“We're at the pinnacle fow,
W:}!vnmmifpmumly :;_nEl
wa Bope we'll get 8 preat fal.
losving up there "

Cork manager Matthey Twomey and coach Davy Fitzgerald at Croke

Park Last manth.

Pirture: INPHOY farmses Crombie
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Onayear of celebration
Na Piarsaigh stalwart to
lead out Rebels in final

IT"S fiting that as Ma Plarsaigh
calabrate their S0th vear
affiliated ta the Camogia
Association. for the first tima In
thair history they have & player
leading Cork out to a senios
camagie final in Croke Park,

Cathering Martin, who is syn-
anymous wilh MNa Piamalghs[!‘:a-
mogia Club and whe was wntil
this yvear-chalrperson for 28
yadars and now holds the posiion
of reagurer, said that the entira
club, GAA and camogie alike,
are absolutely over the moon o

i Arriy Lo,

“We've had great players rep-
resent owr clul over tha years,
players like Paula Goggins, inens
O'Leary, Jean Paula i but if
Amy lifts the cup on Sunday,

pshe’ll be the first Na Piarsaigh
parson fo lift the O°'Dufly Cup.
§ She is an absolute amazing am-

. BN

{nt‘:ﬂiu!hm;mm:qﬁn Kilkcennvy i 2020,

Cork must be
prepared for a
Cats onslaught

T i

Picture: INPHO/Lastlo Geczo

and calming influence. The St
Catherine’s player wears hor
hwmart on her slgeve on the pitch
and will & S5 again tmomoes
from the sadaline.

What o briliant W16A &l g
land final win fast Sunday. And

whal a temific crowd In Maliow
for the occasion The stand wis
full 1o capacity with standing
ook around i aso full

| roadly enjayed the garme and |
think the makn reason for that
was that it was 15-on-15 Tha
good old days when you went
Sl and wan your positon, Thior

bassador for the chub,

Al the kids kindn had Trom Ehe
LA busy bees, bay or gifl, every
child in the club l-:nu_-.r.ra. Ay, Na
rmatter what's on in e club
sha's tharg, you don't even have
10 a5k her We took o busaes up
to tha league final and Amry’s
mather Anghe came down that
nwmlngh;n gacon tha bus with
twio big bags of sweals hat A

¥sant cown for all the kids on their
bus Irip.

"Amy has always been lke
this, it"s not just because she's
captain, She's ahvays thar.

The added banus for Ma Fiar-
saigh Is that Trevor Coleman is.
rrignagier al the Cork inbermiadi-
ate side and Trevar Allan, Ga-
therine's husband, |5 an inlar
mediate seksctor, making tomaor-
rone @ masshee diy bor e oy,
Bath man are also invalved in
underage huring with Na Piar-
saigh and widsly 2 Ay

=| think it shows that 1I_iayc||;n

usl graat GMF'H:'F“E; =aid u
{mnﬁa. =511 in all, it's great for our
elub and great for the northsida.
With Amy OFConngr captain
apa0 and now Amy Lea, it's bril-
nt for us.”
”awn-m's great | fesl is that
young boys sea their coachas
managing and ::urm:hlng
woman's teams and I'm sure
thare'll be as many boys a8 %ﬁ
jumping into the buses to h
iy Dubiin tomoarow and support
m"!ar;!maﬂ'mnﬂh! for Finola Ne-
Vil She's captain of tha mter:
oo firat ‘;‘;‘::n:l'
Feiata injury in thedr fif 5
picnship gams with Wexford.
FEhe naver complained. B wasn t
apoul Funpis But The collechive,
and she has remained by her
LS S0
Al gvary training :
.ﬂul‘ﬂ-ﬂ‘l ahe has boen & poaling

ware no gimmicks, just hard
work and skill with scame briliant
periormancas.

Avi Filzgerald was also my
Player of tha Match, But it vas &0
axcallant leam parformance
whesa Caork dominated after the
first 15 mintdms. Amy MeCarthy,
Grainne Finn, Amy Sheppard,
Rachael Roche ji=s1 some oM &
top-class desplay.

Toamorow B5 a spacial day. WWe
have beo leams i Croke Park as
wa look o complate a clean
swean ol All tland tiles and wa
hiawe the 1885 and 1547 jubloe
toamsa baing homoured at & lumch
iin tha stadium and introdeced fo
the crovasd At half tme bn the sen
HOr QT :

A "guiet! mu"llgnhq 3&“:‘1';5?
place Saturday N

mamber Sinead O'Cal n
ing in from New York, The 1885
toam had 1o wail two years for
thair day due to Covid in 2020
Bt there =’ too muech of a dif-
farence batwean both panals
and it's worked cut groat.

15608 ol coursd Wwas aur g
win gvar Kitkenny whama Cork
hadn’t beatean them in a finml
gince 1972; six points down
midway ihrough thea second
half. we wan by four; 4-B102-10
1907 wi ragained our crown

alpat Galway having 12t il in
:EQG to thi 2ame county; 018
fo 2-9:

Thare Wereé §omé

a on ihosa beams, p
mamﬂﬁﬂ still reminisca about
tadiy. | won't atart naming as |
gould name m:;':‘ E“E. a;;:

the days W you
mﬁvw : ,‘and thesa girs
unquestionably did thal

Tom Nott was manager a
great manager, for Boin years
and he will alse [pin U on ha

day.

reat

WHEN Kitkenny met Galway in the 2020
All-Treland camogie finil, it was o game
that Kilkenny just could not lese, p result
they refused 1o let go ngnin.

They entersd an empty Croke Park on
that mid-December ovening with history
and a world af paln from the provious
thres years, but despite the apocalypiic
potential of losing a fourth successive
final, Kilkenny played with an intent and
an fnststence that, this tme, it would be
different-

It was. The pain of the previots thres
venrs was the pofson in ihelr bite, the
venom in thelr sting: It was akso the ice in
their seins when Galway levelled the
match with four minutes remaining and
Hilkenny wora sudienly beck in thut men-
tal place when: pact demons were granted
the Heence to scroam bowdly inko their
oars ngakn and spocsk them. _

Inatead, Kilkenny turmed that fear into
inspiration.

Fain 1& often the bost source of motl-
vation. In *The Her Sportz Show™ lnst
week, Kilkenny captain Aclfe Prender-

ast gpake aboot disappointmaent of
Eu.glm year's All-Ireland semi-final to
Cark.

“That was & huge defeat for us,” sajd
Pronderginst.

*Thare was massive disappaintment in
oir dressing room afterwards, We bave
bottlad that huet up from last year and we
need to use that now 0% momentism geing
into fhe Mnal.”

At this stuge, Kilkenny eamogie could
nearty sall shares in huct givien how affen
thiey have lost on the blg stape over fhe
laat decade: Sunday will be Kilkenny's
edghth final in 10 years but Kilkenny have
arlE wian Ueo tikes in flat dmespan.

They haven't won successive Al1l-Ire-
lanuds now fof over 80 Years but when Kil-
kenny set ot on that bid kst year. Corle
atapped them in their tracks. Agaln.
Three of those five All-Treland foal des
feats Kilkenny have suffored since 2013
have comea at the hands of Cork. And Kil-
:unmltt]:i:ll b des ar::m q,-l;l-;:;,:ru it

oesn't happen again; especially inans
other finnl,

CAMDGIE

Christy
O'Connor

Cork will want to keep their foot
stamped on Kilkenny's throat, which is
aleg Bonnd wp in the historical context of
the rivalry and how Kilkenny dominated
thi relationship for 4o long.

Historically, thers has always been nn
cdpge to the rivaley, especially from a Cork
perspective, primarily because they al-
ways struggled to heat Killenny,

Diespite toppiag the roll of imoue witly
M titles, Cork only mannged to boat Kil-
Renny in séven of thede faals And thinee
of theoae wins have come in ihe last decado.

On the othor hand, of Kilkenny'a 14
titles, nine were won In finals againsd
Cork, When Kilkenny won seven-in-a-row
between 1985-1591, they defeated Corls in
fisier of thoae decidors.

First

Whin Cork Mnally defoated Kilkenny in
the 1565 final for the first time in six final
metings over the rm':lnu.i 20 years, i
wasg the swedtest victory Cork camogie
hal ever insted.

That 1995 gnme also ended & remark-
able sequencd of Cork-Eilkenny camogeh
dominance. Between 1970 and 1565, ihe
two shared 23 af the 58 tiles of that period.

When RTE first started showing high-
Hights of camogie finals in the 19803, Cork
apd Hilkenny always secmed to be the
cily two counthes competing such was
thokr dominanee.

They were aheid of cveryone oiee, on s
many kovels, In the 1989 All-Ireland final,
Cork played with'a sweeper, long before
llhﬂ “-TIITI became o popular in harling or

. -1
That kavel of intovation captured low
much’the teams put into trying te b
edich athaer,

The Cork-Kilkenny rivaley always
meant something, buk it pvaporated dur-
ing the lte ninsties amd noughiies as K-
kenny slipped in the mnkings. The rela-
||1I:II!¢:['Ii[I' balwaein the cowntles changad
dramatically ot senjor level, but it was
still highly active at underges lovel, whibo
helpsd home the rivalry as many of thosd
plavers met al senbor level.

Yo the edpge has really been sharpened
in recont years, with tomorrow being the
ajdes [ifth final mesing in nine seasons.

Rilkenny only beat Cork in one of thoso
fRinals == i1 M6 — bul Cork came back o
exact the ultdmate retribntion with sne-
cessive final wins over their great rivads,
The pain was all the more acute spaln for
Rilkenny with Cork winning both gnimas
by o single paint.,

The modern game has bedn absolatoly
dominated by Cork. Galway, and Kil:
keenny, but the big differerce in Uwe Cork-
Eillenny rivalry now s that Kikenny are
trving to crack Cork in the same way that
Cork spent <o long desperataly trying (o
break Kilkenay.

And all those bittor losses have Imbued
Hilkenny with the same desire and
hunger for success that propelied Cork
against Kilkenmy for yers,

“We're wall versed in loss at this stage,"
siid Collette Dormar in 2018,

“But you learn to pick ¥ourself up
again, to push throwugh that hearthreak
and padn, to Kesp moving.

“Nou learn mot to s vour |osses ns n
weight holding you down but as fuel —
fine] to speceed.™

Kilkenny will be powered by that fisel
again tomorrow but Cork kave their own
hurt and maotivation too, having lost L
s final fo Galwny.

s alsa folr Years now since Cork last
won an All-Treland, Sinee the 10-yoar
drought ofwesn D902, whon Cork were
under Kilkonny ‘s thumb, Cork have nover
pone raore than five years withowt an All-
[relandl

Caork will be highly motivnted tomor-
row, but so will Kilkenny. And that s the
kind of erskaught that Cork will now need
o maet hoadl on.



Thompson is
impatient after
four-year wait

Three key
battiegrounds

Midfieid: Thes secior peomises
1o B i iniriguinigg bk witih
both mangement Moams |ook-
i 10 fain a deciaive sdga. Ash-
Eng Thampson's poronmances
aill yedr hined Gnce agasn estab-
hahod hit as ane of tha groa
Cork playes while 2021 double
All-Gilar Harnah Looniy's sarky
rafurn from New Yark is a huge
ﬁ:lﬂ hlatrbe;n- Tameny. Il is
y Eheiry weil LA
oLt e
Kabe Powar, Musphy's goal was
wikEl in ihe 2ami-fnal and § was
tostamant 1o Kitkenmy's in:
cromile Wik rale, Expac
Sparios G0 My around the middle
third
Dealing with Deniss Gaule:
Gnule i o of Kilkanmy's mosi
mniueniall figures from pay and
from placed Balls. Her expar-
ence and versatiity are Koy 1o
his gada’s hogpees ol All-lreland
glang. Cork naw i boarmsr
Pliyar-ol-tha-Year cnly oo wall
Vihad plan Twoamay, Davy
Fitzgarald and company come
LD welh i mn aBampt B curtail
herr influancs will be nterasting.
Whon the Winogap woman
delroars, oz gha usually does on
Ehstr gy stage, tho Cats phay wall
Dwlensive dulies: Cork’s back
gix Facd I Diggest iesd of all
Bfpainad a much-vaunied Kilen-
iy EHMFEI. mmnh ity ]
Massbh Murplyy, y Copping-
or and Manbh Cahalang hmnﬂ
soldiened logethsr for yoars.
Dhssiche tham, Laura Hayes,
Lavra Trgacy and Sadirss
McCanbvy an tha familiar namas
thar il the rumibes Bve, aisx and
SENOR ey daowniibix
Kilkeneayy theat in feont of Ay
Loi's gaal will ba e main
locus, They conceded four
posdls in bhistr Tvie geosip round-
fobin gamaes, and Ehey kopt &
clean heol in thadr semi-final
vicioay owndr Walerlond

Worde: Theress O'Callaghan

Loy Demppdea Sevste

Fll- bresand ChasmipsoniPap it

Cork v Killenny

Tesmiorriw: Croke Park, 41508
Ruferee: Ray Kely (Kidue} | e

TV:ATE =

ST Y
HEMN shecallz fta

w ‘drotight’ you
check to soe §f
Ashling Thompson

is about o break into & smile
but no, nothing. She truly
mcans it

It's emly FouiF vears since
Cork kst won the Glen Dim-
ilex All-lrefand eamogie tithe,
a mere Olympic Games cvele,

Yet for Thompson, four
times a winner in the five sep-

sofs hetween 2004 and 2008, |t

GAMEZone

8| Cork v Kilkenny &
R g

fmp Lot | Aodle oo,
Habh Maphy T Michelie Teslun
Lty Coppinpor 3 Girace Wisih |
Fhiskh Cehoung Tthqu |
Lewrs Mispm 5 Mhimh Doy
LersTmsy & Clarg Phakn
5wyt MeCartdy § ILaers Mharphy
Lubveg Thergaon @ Sl Fizperaia
bl Lowwsy G Kty Pt
Eatren Muskey |0 Cerig Gaule
r:-'i'-:.:-",: [lhﬂﬁhrq.ﬂ.-;
Chiow Sigeion 1 2 Jubesnn Mplong |
Chera, Hesy 13 Mary O Connel
Jorcta Wolarmon [ i Wikh
oy CiCinrner |5 Kanie Malin
[ T "--u..'..

feals ke o famine,

“Yeah, it is, beeanse jis
something we're not used to,*
she said. "When vou go,
what's it been now, 2018 since
we won a final, it's a drought
in Cork camogic. 1§ mighin't
b for otlser coumnties bt it's 3
draught for us,

"D your know what though,
you lesrn a lot from losing, [
know you want to be winning
but at the énd of the day, you
only learn from your losses |
think z0 look, it's been a big
hedp For us in ways, [1's been a
hig maotivator,™
~ With seven All-freland sen-
for medals n all — four with
Cork and three with Milford
— in the space of just five
vears between 313 and 2018,
hir craving to return to the
podium 1s perhaps a little
mone understandable,

It’s partly why the com-
hative midfielder moved
leaven and earth to everiurn
a twio-matich ban which woulkd
leve Fuled her out of 1azd
month's seml-final win over

Waterford and tomorrow's de.

Clder.

Then again, there mav not
have been any final had she
nod been introduced to such a
positive effect against the
Deékse. That is putting the cart
before the horze though in
berms of u:ﬁpinjnin,gjus-t b
the 2015 All-Ireland winning
captain managesd to get eleir
of the ban.

Al Gam on the morning of
thee Waterford game, she hit
il roacl for Dublin and a
10.30am hearing at the Croke
Fark Hoiel.

The hearing went her way
amd, just hours later, Thomp-
soq ook her place on the
bench aeross the road a
Croke Park, too ‘unsetiled’ to
actually start, according to
manager Matthew Twomey,
but aweallable to come on and
turn the gume hack in Cork's
favour with a lonhearted

';" -"f:‘
: e

perzenal display following a
poorr start by the tearn,

“We had spoken about
whether or not to start me for
th:,me and 1 think we had
kind of agreed that it wounld be
Better off to see how things
went and i they needed me o
bring me on,” she said,

“That was the plan because
I'wasn't sure how much 1
wollld have in the tank. Look,
if I was to coine on [ was going
bo give it hell for leather any-
way, no matfer what, but I
think the worry was in terms
of how much was left in the
tank at that stage because it
was a long three weeks,”

It was the longest of days
foo, that Saturday, and the
wonder is why the diseiplin
ary process couldn’t have
been wrapped up much
sooner, for better or for worss,

“Yeah, | mean we had three
weeks to pet it looked after
gaid Thompson, “To have two
hearings was kind of dizap-
painting in the timefrarme that
was there, But T don't know
the tns and auts of it and
whose job it is to get theso
hearings in place. It could be
Fulfliault, it could be anyone's

anlt.”

Thompson acknowledzes
there was fault on hér part

L e o i T R

..........

oo, Indtially booked in Cork’s
final round group game
agaamt"l‘!gperan‘. ghie Wit re-
portedly shown red ina
ate incident at the end of
game for abusive language.
e et
never that pos
ﬂun miysell before u':: Llng,'.ntﬁ.
was something that 1
ever want bo ses from myself
im thee Porture &8 a playee.”
Whe knows what mole
Thompaon will have thistime.
The two-tme All-Star came on
a5 a firefighter against Water-
ford, puiting out flames all
around a besleged Cork de-
fence. At her best she is a ball

Kilkenny have momentum but
must deal with Cork sweeper

g
= o

Cait Devane (Tipperary plaver)

Enquiring reporter: Therese O’'Callaghan got four wm
experts to break down the All-Ireland camogie final

Cacimhe Costelioe (Limerick player)
Susan Earmner (Former Galway player/Oflaly manager

- ieCenlly slepped down)

Beth Carton (Waterdord player)

Courl, aegairet Killiginy,
who will wsnT

Citit: Thiss will bo n hard one 1o call,
hﬁ;r;:mmmdnnphumpn:nrmh
g piist A BEkonny win
Thary have baen vary consistan
brnguighoi Bhe paar sheowing grasd
clatarmeination and work rats
eapacially in thidr foraand Bne
Evien though they have baen hit

and redirements, the
R hava
U e e miark,
Il s @ difficult o to call,
Beoth cama

Il'uwrlal'rlmﬂ
10585 in che sami-inals, | have
vy imprassed with Kikeny's
spraad of sconers and (e nadune of

mod muile oul & draw,
Susan: | think Kikenny will coms
aul wininors, [ feel thay had a
Digpgpesr bt against Clabwiy in the
sami-firal and they showed great
compogurd. Cark on the olhier
Eﬁmhw“h
| ware hugely dapandent
on Ashiing Thompson coming on
i aEabalizg the team, [ gl tha Kil-
kenny management will know Cork
insicy and out whereas Mathew
tarmiliar g
e enny's strengths
Bathe | think & wdl be an
kighi pame and very difficull to call
rmﬁﬁ.lmﬂdmm
ny. have great moman-
burn: godng irdo this game afer bva
VETY QOO Dariormances in both
stir Somi final and guarier final,

Whe are the players
e wpbch ourt TorT

will be witad, prowiding scoms from
phiy, fregs and the ink betwesen de-
lence and attack. Graos Walsh and
Claire Phiglan marshal the Kilkenry
defencs from the pivotd postions
af full and condre back, Tl sxank
asaal in eon-

fineal. Ay OAConnior ks inding fomm
and will banalil from the wide-open
spaces of Croko Park,
ﬂuhiu:ﬂﬂqu‘l‘hmmn_
the Cork taam back inlo
tha semi-final while aso instilling
Baliaf in others. | am icoking for-
wand io gpeing how Kikenny wil
iry tor curtail her. Cork will also look
Emwmiy.mﬂ'rm
and oithars whio have done i be-
fove. Kikering's Cladre Phatan’s
hall-back roly will be something to
wahch lor. Her distribution and



Kilkenny at Croke Park bad in September 1018,

of energy and creativity
throughout the mbddle thied
and Cork will nesd that and
more to take care of Kilk
The Leinster champions an:
slight favourites, even if
thiey " we bost four of thelr last
finals to Cork since 30049, in-
cluding that 2018 decider,
“I've been around long
enongh to know what toex-
rﬁ;m i m’tkf ""ri: ﬂfm
pean. Mo matis
the obstacle in firont of them;,
wroarll always pet the same,
o[l always get thi s

EHAY. .

heg-lntel‘l‘brulmnmhvelnl
lIF
Bath sides came from be-
himd at half:timein their m-
spoctive semi-Minals,

“That's it, we're kind of the
samee,” noddied the 22-year-okl

traimer. “Wea don't

really do panic ¢ither which &
great. [ think the fow younger
Firlulhal gt on our panesl n
W Vears ago, ey ve been
ihere lomg enough now fo
know wmi::h'ﬂ; W the
game gets ;

"That's the thing, whether

Cark’s Ashling Thompson celebrates after the All-ireland Senier Camogie Championship Final win over

Picture: Bryan Keans/Toghs

Eilkenny go down or we go
down, there's no-one neally

ing to throw the towed in oo
early. I think it'll go to the
adth, E5th minutes, whatever
it takes, andd that's what you
WRARE b S,

“We came hack from a five-
EE&I!M’]:I.I Inat Water-

to win by f1vo so that says

a lot in terme of aur charncter,
in terms of our depth. But ab-
solutely wie have more in the
tank and we're golng to need
tobring it inorder o pet over
thie line ™

've nothing to
rovetoanyoneso
just give it my all’

Robert Cribben

It"s boen an netlon packed
conple of years for Mullina-
vat's Juliamne Malom,

Back in 2016, the Kilkenny
star won an All-Iveland title in
her debut intercounty season
and she al3o pleked up an AL-
Star af the end of tho yoear.

Thee talented forward plaved
with the Cats for another two
vears before making the decl-
sion to emigrate to Anstralin

Malane has sinoe retursoed
firem Down Uneler and she out-
Linas s resnson why.

~“I was enjoving iife in Aus-
tralia but I suppose family
commitments brought me
home," she said. My {71
and sister were hHaving
children and my brother was
goiting marrled tos, Throw
Covid into the mix and that
keimd of confirmed my deciion
bocawse the holiday visa | was
on mesant 6 [ lef the country 1
wasn't going to get back out.™

The £¥-year-old ntirse re-
mrmed to the Eitkenny squad
at the beginning of the year
and she’s even exceeded her
own expectations over the
cotrse af the champlonship
season thus far,

“I was delighied when Brian
Dowling toxted me to ask me
b COaTeE in to the Kilken-
ny squad.” she said. “1I"'m de-
lighted o be on the starting
tenm at the moment as it prob-
ably wasn't an expectation
wihen 1 came hack in.

*I wis l]lihkinfdihh w1
would maybe bulild my=self up

with a bit of game time and

then break onto the team next
sear, bul U'm delighted ot the
T ]

“[ didn't have to trink twice
about coming back in as 1 was
well ready to come back and
glve it my full comemitment,™
she gajd.

Madone his rejolned o much
different 2quad to the one she
left four vears ago but sho's
fall of praise for ile new talent
emerging in Kilkenny,

“You nre probably conlng
in expecting to see the same
fnois that were here when
left but girls have moved on
with thelr own kHves and un-
fortunately others are injured
at the moment; even if they
aro sH1l around.

“There's a lot of new girts in
the team and it's great o 60
the fresh faces. They are all
really good hurders that are
well abde fo hiird 20 10" great as
they are bringing on Hilkenny
[ | e EvEn mare.”

While the future loeks
hirkght Bor tee Coats, Malone is
firmly living in the present
with her four peint tally in the
semi-final win over Galway il
lastrating that,

“1 protably had one of my
better days in the semi-fnal
and 1"m kind of putting that
down to just going ont and
throwing off the shackles as
I'h&ﬂulﬂng tio {ﬂuﬁt and :I"-'-ri'
nisthing (o prove b anyone se
Just give it my nll," she shid.

“1 don't put huge expec-
tatioms an myself =0 | just give
it everyihing when I'm on (he
plich and I'm just delighted (o
b bk nvalved.

calmniss is higetly snprasshae.
Thay will piso nebd & Mg pao-
Iorrmancl Trom Juls Ann Makonae,
Hate Powar and Mirinm Walah,

syt A1 player for
I'E:arm;n!llﬂ.'l irg 10 s
her drop S0 deap againgt .|
feal it wowkopd in Kilkanrmy's Rvour
10 craate space up frond. Acife Nar-
ris has bean beilliant for Kifkenmy

Beth: Kilkenny’'s Deniso Gaule is &
plavyar wha miust ba marked tighty,
Sha is a sarious striker of the ball

and aha can scone from amywhare.,
m_'l'l'ﬁhil.lmﬂ'rlftm

markad closely. Ashiing Thomp=
son plays that e rola foe Coek ou-
remedy well, SR canT B el Inea.

What kind of & Gaste S0 you
i i§ well bl

Walsh_ | am abso sutited ba sen the
midfiold bt Bitwesn Ashiing

Kati Power/Laurs Murpéy,
Gaule spending tima cat in the
midiile trérd af difleront singes,
Susan: | think Cork will play a run:
ninegy gama and iny Bo craale oo
wmﬁmmﬁ
iy
Hialhy o setthe the Béam but shogld
pursh foramandl. Wie CoUkd el Kil-
kanery shal nam destance,
Buathe | think £ will ba a dedansas
| thinde Cork fikos b plary & -
gamie. Thary will fry to cui
ot the space tor the -
mll;m hbi:fm&m in-
.M st b fan internsting
tacticad batlio.

Who srd tha favomnte T

-----

Calt: vl g i e Tenor-

SR
5

MAsEhn GonSdericn Som delhion-

Wit i1 yoer Finyss of the YT

Caiillz Clairn Fholan, Tha contre-
buck i Immande fod ad
lnads ther beam from: this pholal

[peeatinn.
Cnolanha 1t i haed 1o ook past ki
riam Walsh. She has scored an in-
crochnks 4-13 in e AR-baland

vole. Kilkonny
wouldn't b in tha final without her
i's vary hand to pick an outfield
iplenyeer, i will b chioson bom M-
riam Walsh, Katie Power and Agh-
m | g ﬁmmm
biased here bul in mey opinicn Lo
ming Brvy. Sha has basn phonom-
wsnaal il ysar bang,

Littie fo
sepul_-ate
old rivals

Daragh O Conchuir
This s he 151 meseting of Cork
and Gl

barfose again, just losing cut on
sccan difiaronc, iz Sma for
iha direci sem-inal roube.
thanks o Alng Keara's shupan-
i equaliner fod Gokany ina
mﬁh‘ﬁmﬁﬂﬂuﬁr

The remalch was 284 up by a
comicetabbs win over Dublin in
the quartes:final and colossal
workrba, allied vwih fodr big
sarves from Acda Moty snd
Laura Murphy's Belliant goal,
wmmawm

L A e tha o
a=

focal point, while Julianna Ma-

Ioma g relurn afer I-E'H'H-]'Bﬂl'

aneencn as stded class and i



Cork's Ashling Moloney evading the challenge of Meath's Rachel Harty
in the Glen Dimplex All- Ireland Intermediate Camogie Championship

game at Castie Read.

Picture: Eddie O'Hare

Ashling is relishing
the opportunity to
play at Croke Park

SUMDAY'S All-lreland inter-
misllate cumopbe final will be
Ashling Moleney's first fime
i play in Croke Park, but jt’s
the culmination of a dréeam
that began watching her sister
itachel doso,

Moleney will line oul at
corner-back as Cork face Gal-
way at 2pm, the latest of the
Courcey Rovers dynasty to
distinguish themselves. Ka-
chel won the senbor tithe with
Cork in 2008 and 2000 whils
another sister, Shirley, served
as couniy board PRO fram
Si§16-19, o perbed which took in
All-Irelonds in 2018 and 2018

Ashling, a primary school
teacher in Balllnspitile, is
lonking forvard 1o getting oot
o e Croker turd.

‘Rached swould have trained
my teqam, all the wa¥ up lo
L8, shie save, ‘and then Shir-
low todk ks over al manor,

“They were obviously tao
massive Inflwences and then
Rachel playing with Cork -
being in Croke Park, watching
her, 1 suppose it was always
the dream to somewhnt emme-
e B F SECOEsS,

‘Soeing her on the big stage,
I wasg hoping thot I'd got the
chance somée day and, a good
few vears later, here we are.

“The one {hing that Rachel
fuins saldd ts that Croke Park isa
wory big plich and 1o just be
aware of that, but other than
that the advice has been to
enjoy the build-up and the oc-
csdon,

‘She haz been throwgh it he-
fore, she Knows wihiat (0 expect
amid obviowsly 1 don't but she
aabil that the two weeks before-
haund are brillinng and to enjoy
the exeitenent of 10 all be-
enuee it doesn’t come arounmd
very aften,

t's delinitely something 1o
embrace rather than to fear,
Croke Park is the dream, not
cveryhaody gets the chanee to
play theme so0 you have to grab
it with hoth hands.'

Cork's last intermedinte
title was in 2018, as part of a
double along with senior vie
tory. It was after that that Ra-
chel eame into the panel as
Cork had to start from scraich
ot that level

“You ean’t play for thres
years after you win,” she says,
‘g [1's the first final for a lot of
s @s in 2008 we had to start
with a whole new panel. There
are some of the 2008 girls back
again too, though.

Ashling, who has Coureeys
colleague Griinne Hannon for
gompany in the other corner,

CAMOGIE
® Denis Hurley

U

‘I've alwavs been a de-
fendier, | play centre-back with
the club,’ she says.

“When | was very voung. [
was full-forward but I was
quebckly movet back!

Yot probably hiove some bit
of an idea about who vou're
mnarking, but it's only affer the
ball is thrown n, you e with
the first eouple If she strikes
on her left on her right and
voul figure it oul as you @o.

“You try not to get too
bogged down - obviously, you
have 1o be aware of it because
vour first job as o defender is
to stop your marker bul you
have to focls on Your own
game oo and back yourself
just as much,”

Wins over Wexford, Menth,
Kilkenny, Derry and Kildarne
in the gronp stages were fol-
lowed by a one-point semi-
final win over Derry.

*Every team goés oul (o
hope that you'd be in this posi-
thon," Ashling says, 'but I've
been on the panel since D019
and we haven't got there.

o have bo e realistic and
put in the performances
throughout the year to get
yvourself to Croke Park. Wea all
kmow how hard it s to get o
an All-Ireland final noe matter
wheat code vou're playing and
vou have to put in the work.

Wi met back on December
0th in wet, rainy conditions,
plaving our first challenge
match against each other and
you're hoping then that you'll
make It to Croke Park in Au-
pust and thai that night will be
worth 1t

With Fiona Keating and
Snoirse MeCarthy on dufy
with the senier team as they
take on Kilkenny, it will be a
banner day for Courceys and
Ashling is thrilled to be part of
kt.

“To have Saolrse and Fions
on the senjor panel and then
myvself and Grainne with the
intermedintes, iCs great,” she

BV,

“From such a small culs, to
have four girls in Croke Park
e All-Treland final day is bril-
lingl — obviously for our-
selves and our families but
from a club perspeciive, God.

vIust e me watcliing Ra-
chel and Sara Hayes, iF gives
the young girls something o
afm for unﬁ hope that thee'll
e there too,’

TEDDY O Donovan, the Cork camogie
goctlkesping coach gince 2004, could have
been excused for looking over his
shoulder at the appointment of Davy
Fitzgerald as fedm coach.

But Douglas man O'Donovan soon
[enrned the former Clare netminder
had no intention of interfering with his
role. 1 was chatting with our manager,
Matrthew Twomey, before Christmas, and
i was Inving out the plans for the sea-
gom,” O'Donovan &ays, “He told me Davy
wag getting involved, which 1 said was
fine. The easiest way to describe it was
that Davy told me to keep on doing what 1
was doing and he wouldn't be interfering.

“xtonr, we'd often be bouncing things off
one another, pieking each other’s brains,
but he leaves me to my own devices.

“Davy has his own puckout strategies,
revolving around three or four sysiems,
and we'd =it down and talk ah-put them
?ﬂm{,bﬂhm he outlines what he's looking

i In general.

O the eve of another All-lreland final
against the old enemy, Kilkenny, all of
Cork hope that the frubts of their endeay-
onrs whll be seen at Croke Park tomorrow,

O'Donovan was brought on board by
Pandle Murmmay to ook alter sister Acife,
who was the number-one "Eeeper at the
time. "Part of my brief that year, and
again the following season, was the six
backs, foo, not only on maich days, but in
fraining, also.

“We'd be talking systems, game-play,
defending, attacking forwards, any
problems that could arise,” O'Donovan
gavs. "Baslcally, anything betwesn posi-
tions one and seven wea'd discuss and any-
thing that management wanted to lﬂ.!l-t
about from a defensive viewpoint wo'd
iron out.

Being o former "keaper of remnown,
O'Donovan could appreciate Aoife’s tal-
ent. "She was oxeo al: definttely the
bt In the business and the best the
gountiry has ever seen. Because Aoife
worked in Diblin, we'd be in regular con-
taet and, bagically, anything that was an-
noying her or needed working on, we'd

Base oar iraining on that.,

Teddy 0*Donovan in his days as Douglas goalkeeper.

Teddy a safe

¥

At the Skechers nmupm Lane were Cork Camogie star Laura Treacy and Amy Garry of

Picture: Gavin Browne

i

Skechers lreland, The Cork camogie team were recently gifted a pair of Skechers trainers each by

Skechers Ireland.

“Matthew was the coach back then and
he said just ‘listen-to Aoife’, because she
had won All-Trelands and All-Stars; done
it mll in effisct. Then, when it came to game
time, she had peace of mind, bocause we
had worked on everything she had asked.

As camogle evolved, so did O'Donovan’s
robe. *In the first tWo gﬁm I 'would have
been on the sideline, but it changed a bit
for the next three seasons, 2016, "17 and
"18. On match davs, 'd do the warm-up
with At?';m' before going to the stands to
wittch the game.

“1'd be with Niall Collins, who did all
our stats and was a genius at it, compiling
all the facts and figures as the game was
progressing. You'd be leoking at things
D inle. it
position hall-foras r ;e
setting up for puckouts amnd how their in-
side line was moving, identifying thekr
most dangerous forwands. And all that led
o heowe we would try and get to grips with
their attack, inall aspects,

The changing of the guard, with Amy
Loe taking over from Aoifie, has also led to
O'Donovan switchi ons again,

“T'm hack to my old original rele with

Pictures Colm Loughesd

Ay, Molle Lynch, and Caoimhe Huck-
ley, who are the three 'kecpers on the
panel, as well as the six backs.

= Again, on mateh days I'd do the warmn-
up with them and back on the sidalimf
onea more,” It's been a rewarding journey
for the Douglas pair, Twomey having sol-
diened i many a canpaign. e

“Matthew and 1 were unsure what we
letting curselves in for, because winile we
knew the club standard, we didn’t know
ahout the inter-connty scene.

“Yat, it was easy, ina wa;!u hecause
vou're dealing with elite athletes, who
s I it's :ﬂmnr'mnrﬂ &

ously, it an
ﬂ“ﬁgﬂmn the giels part as muwch into ca-
mogie as the lads do in hurling and it’s

working with them.

“!‘m;a coukd have 30-odd rlﬂ;ﬁ itmh?smn%k
ing and vou know ¢ 114
Ll:hg highest mm% mﬂkﬁitthﬂt‘

t ensier.

"There's 2 good buzy about it as well.
You're involved in the biggest games in
the best grounds and mugﬂ.q ucngll‘
you've not seen for years,” O Bu'ﬁ-ﬁ‘b‘lﬂ
Says. L



mml‘g:nﬂ:unmtm thie
of “L"..E:&“h 5 ére spurt
IEportant m‘Et‘ipunH:lr-stEt

ACEoss all Trish Spaort. g i

ns troughout oyr ll:lrfeji:.m

Wi
i i S that hex
Not been dope 1'-:1'#UI raigs 0

“ Wi CeETtainky don "
: o't do g
o ot
1 & good of ea.
PR s {1y . small }
Boeodl of the sa gl
B ritey,"

S0 instant ;
Iml_'-h;_stmp L1u1ﬁ.;:mmﬂcﬁmﬁnn i
ihﬁ ]_15: of pogaihle TSNS

YUY A grandmother-of (1]
wilild want to become one of
‘[f»]nlit]':lis & Lﬂng‘ﬁ? el
El?ll.El::E Inrﬁ:r 18, e
ven o get her to proms

her investment in mﬂ:umﬂe
took a little tonvincing, first
with & phone call that falt
more lke a friendly intorview.
which then paved the way for
flﬂmn?ﬂ?;:gtma!gm inio
factors, i e

For those who don't vet
know, Carmel Naughton Ls the
mella-shy matriarch of the
Crlem Dlmiplex alectrical goids
empire, who ontzide the em.
brace of family, philanthropy
nnd buginess, piets s love of en-
mvoghe as one of the most
native expericnces in her

Sucha iom for the sport
has remakned undiminished
through her almost sight dec-
ndes on earth, and last Barch
she rocked the sparts com-
inercinl world when unwveiled
as the mew sponsor of the All-
Iraland Camogie Champion-
ship and the Camopie Associ-
ation,

Maughton and Glen Dim-
prles were announced o an
extraordinury five-yvear deal
which wonld see unprece-
diented investment in the
ganse — In an injtial headline
partnership that represonts o
Lifetime for a first-time spon-
SOT.

Theoughont Hur convier-
sation and subsequent ex-
changes there §s 1itthe doobt
that this Investiment ks unbgue
in the sponsor-rights hobder
relatonship — with this ar-
rangement the sport must
come first for the investor and
the company hramnd second, A
refreshing. and perhaps extra-
ordinary position,

Ta fully abaorh what the
Carmel -Glen Dim-
plex arrangement moans for

camogle and women s sport, §it

1

Camogie benefactor gives

back to game she loves

CAPTAIN'S CALL: Kilkenn

Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camedgie final and (insat) Glen
camogie as ane of the mast formative experiences in her lifi.

helps to apprecinte the size of
thiat iInvestment.

By the most velisble in-
E&Eﬂh}ﬂnn.ﬂamlnn el the

n B COmpInY — 65
tablizhed inte a multl-billion
e baesiness by her hizeband
Mortin — will por millions
inio thcﬂmnmrrheinltml
term of thea i ent,

One trusted Inslder belioves
that arrangpement may be as
high as €1m per year, b
whatever the actunl total, it's
Eﬂmﬂe‘ﬂmﬁg;ﬁ w:ug:jn.

oexcept todescribe tas
“slgnificant™

That money paid to the Ca-
mogie Assnciation comes from
n share ui-fl:arl;me:lﬂanugltun's.
personal cash and part invest-
mant by Glen Dimples, in
which all branding and mar-
keting assets go dirsctiy to the
G carh pack il

cac HILpE W
allow camogie to reach
hedghts 1 could aply desom of,

a3 it Ao hos the fumds fo sig.
niflcantly redistribute to the
G000 clihs and np to 100,000
girls andd women whe play.
Socwhere does the enduring
passion for the epart begin®
For Carme] Manghton 1§ goes
back to County Monaghan,
when timos were [#3 inclis.
e, and when she recalled
ﬂslﬂn ware tald they wore “gig-

Whila there i stlll anme diz-
upumt_? l&u—j-u.wl[m'n]l’Emn's
sport, the landscape

en kn the Gs and
wiis one of utier forebod-

i

W just got on with things
% hest wo cotnld,™ she savs
na ter-ol-factly.

The best they could, for
tenughton, ler sister Muala
CrMalley, and a group of other
formidahle young girls was to
rly on nebody but themsaelves

1o provide the equl ard
rmumﬂwwmeﬁgﬁ;tﬂq

¥'s Claire Phelan and Cork's Ashling Thompson pictured abead of tomorrow's Glen
Dimplex's Carmel Naughten, wha puts a love of
Photure: Laselo Gecrg

"W made our own -
forme, which consisted of a
short mustard skirt and big
thick woolly tights.” which
she recalls was nod fo the ap-
praval of cveryome,

“I cam assure yau the
Monaghan of the 1950: and 60s
was I an excliing place,
js:le-r wie really made the best of

*“It"s extrnordinary how we
had no conches, il we
broaght our camogle stichs
and wenl oul to pliy our-
Silves.
m‘;r?h::'ﬁ '.;]E _g::ﬁlmhmlﬂl'

novw el e,
Henlarly how fur girls {iﬁ;
women's) sport has come —

mﬂ:;: s:rl;'irl:n da
ng want in sport,
thos at in bisiness.™

Mot baing told that she
colild do something woulkl
only spur ber on, particitlarly
after an aven moro profound
ecchange which led foanather

anyt

great development in Car-
mel's later years.

“I ' remismibor we hancd & man
at school wlse tobd us that girks
worg stupid and conbin'n do
maths,” v explaling, with the
same disbalief today that tha
comments provoked keck
then.

Many years Inber, shewoild
sob up e Mawghton Foumn-
dation which awands scholar-
ships to 4ll stadents, boys and

rls — with an emphasis on
the STEM subfects — schamcs,
technology, enginoering amd
mathematics,

The foundation wis estah-
lished by Martin (mow the ad.
vizary chafr of Glen Ddmplex)
ardl Carmsel Manghton in 1894
for education amd arts, amd
Wﬂﬂlﬁﬂlilitg-j:l;ﬂmhﬁhip
programme in £y SAL DL
Leaving Cert students.

This wark probabiy demon-
strates best that giving back is
i Koy’ part of hor make-up -
albeit for somesone with t
menns and deslre todao g0,
right into lader lifi,

t motivation turmned fo-
wands camogie whone Nanghi-
o zald she alwavs wanted to
ibo something of value, and a
conversniion at a function
with the GAA'S commerchal
director Pator hMoKennn in re-
oant years, bed (o ber big
Move,

“When | mot Peter (hlcKen-
na) [ todd Tkl we were tryving
to organkse something for the
game of camogie, and 1 told
him to coma back to me when
hvr weas pendy,

*I 1okl him that he'd be
pushing on an open doar,”™

MeKenna quickly intro-
et Yoo sind Giben Dimplax
tathe relovant people fram the
Camogbe Associntion nnd the
proces=s of puiting a comimer-
clal dieal B place evolved,

Contract pro<lunctlon can be
lengthy process in gy major
En.mmmlly for a first.

& leawl pariner, and
Maughton sdmits she musch
prafered “ihe davs when
tlgals ware m&dmuﬂ:hw
a handshake nnd your word®,

O courss Usese things are
entirely necessary today amil
aice documents and ageee-
meiiks were finally complete 1
was extremely happy that the

Camopio Associntion wou bl be
sed up Mancinly, and here we
are,” ghe says.

Aml where they ar exnctly
i5 on tho ove of @ first "Glen
Drplex All-Irekand Final® in
which Carmel Naughton will
witmess that renlity at Croke
Park, togeiher whth team-
meakes from her days in Mon-
aghi,

It's qudte clonr that the
spansorahip has hail an enar-
mous fmpact on the Camogie
Association — iis president
Hilda Breslin described the
partnershipas something that
wolild allow the realisation of
g0 many plins it has for the
Rame.

*This new sponsorship on-
ables v o progress s0 many
important nitatives and
adbws us to plan for the -
teire. W look forward towork-
i fopedher to grow this waon-
dberful woren's spart,”™ sakl
Breslin,

It's a very Irizh thing thal
rights holders and commer-
clal partners generally don't
give dedalls on the value of
sch denle, and this one is no
differant.

“It"s a substantial amount
bait reallby I'm not comfortabie
talking about it,” she repliod,
o the crode queestion of
it

“The real valoe iz wlat the
Camogic Association can do
with this money and the
good it will do for the spert.”

Certainly the profile of the
Camogie Champlonship has
risen in the early Wfetime of
the armangpemont in pure
visibility terms adome, with en-
gnging video ond advertising
sctvalions abwious neross
socin] amd all media:

Development of the gome
will follow, and an expected
uplift v participation that
sich consklerable investment
shaoubd bring

And with the commereial
ovwibiership of one of the four
major All-Ireland champlon-
ships, Carmel Manghton's
entry Into sports sponsorship
hak been o revelatbon for the
guietly spoken, deaply
thoughtful, saviorr of camo-

B,
“Thislis a poaition
blessed o hnplL:" :ITH m!-d.-l.m Eitd




-

ByPhilip <535

Lanigan - :

N terms of profile and promo-
ton and boots-on-the-ground
popularity, It can be tempting
for camogie to look a little
longingly at its counterpart in
ladbes’ foothal].

If there is any sort of a silver lin-
img, its that ot least @ selection of
its best stars aren't being cherry
picked by another sport to tog out
on the other side of the world,

Just five days after another pow-
erhouse performance in Meath's
histaric back-to-back title success,
there was Orlagh Lally being
precied with Mowers ai Perth air-
port by Fremantle Dockers captain
Hayley Miller.

Her team-mate Vikki Wall, the
2021 Player of the Year, is another
dngging up the air miles to join the
Irish exodus a8 the expanded AFTW
Bears up for o new season,

And yer, there is a sense with
camaogie of o game that Is ready to
surf the wave of interest in wom-
€n's 5port 6% a whole, and find a

e
& Another shot
at the title lured
Hannah Looney
flome from alife
inNew York ¥

new and bigger audience. Who
would have guessed that the nexi
time Davy Fitzgerald would be
invelved on a sideline at Croke
Park for an All-lreland final, it
would be with the Cork camogie
team and as one of Marthew
Twomey's sideline eutenants?

Mot with a men's senjor county
team affer puiding his native Clare
to the 2003 All Ireland title and
Wexford to a Leinster triumph in
2019 and an All-Ireland sfmi-[Pmﬂ

The Kilkenny management team
also features plenty of crossover
|1I.Fr|.i]|l}t rovaity. Brian Dowling is
mne of the many players from the
Brian Cody era to have spread his
coaching and management wings
while Tommy Shefflin's stock
couldn’t have been higher after
being part of the coaching set-up
when Ballyhale Shamrocks won
back-to-back All-Irelands.

Philly Larkin and Pat O'Neill are
two other favourite Kilkenny sons.

< sddition, of course, to camogie
royalty in the shape of Angela
Downey and Breds Holmes.

And il ladies" football is losing
some of its best plavers - at least
temporarily - it shows the pull of

camagie when Cork's Hannah
Looney explained this week how
the dream of another shot at an All-
Ireland lured her home from a life
in Mew Yaork,

With regard to important rule
changes, the Camogie Association
is ahead of the LGFA in listening to
the chorus of voices, particularly
from its playing and coaching
ranks, to allow for a bit more phys-
keality in the game and to upgrade
the rules to make the game more

All-lreland Premier Junior Final
Antrim v Armagh, 12pm
[Mike Ryan, Tipperary) Live on RTE2

Today’s Previews

Camogie can benefit from surge
of interest in women'’s sport

cle. And they
t with a level of
‘minimal’ contact allowed in the
tackle, the banning of the hand-

attractive as &
have done just

passed goal and the unseemly sight
of a player dropping a stick to make
a handpass, and embraced the idea
of a free-flowing spectacle rather
than a free-taking contest.

Hopefully, referee Ray Kelly and
the players will combine to make
that this afternoon.

It was refreshing also to hear the

following Cork's All-kreland senior suocess in
Eﬂlénﬂensheﬂmredsmﬂgmtlnﬂumcﬁ

after Cork overturned what should
Eiical It e amah i, weds
critical CCTing a

deficit into a five-point lead by the
end. ing & clean sheet in that
seémi-final 5 & how well mar
shalled Cork are defensively with

Laura Treacy an expert in sweep-
mutual respect and admiration amm?th:hall;hhuk lin:'. i
respective managers. art from OIS0

There was Matthew Twomey una- imguqt around the mfdd!e lel-ﬂ
shamedly d ng his admiration  when introduced, Libby Coppinger
for the values of hurling and Saoirse McCarthy also shone
while Brian Dowling paid tributeto  with Amy O'Connor showing the
the support t;trﬁm Cork during a way frlgga E%.:;d Mefmfnﬂ{ m.;
fear tinged with personal ¥. strength in was
}Cﬂrﬁnf:mw they won't get away in the i mma Murphy also
with the slow start that left them  made in the second half. -
s:aﬁngdwmheharrﬂnfaf;uum That Kilkenny remain unbeaten
the semi-final against Waterford. nﬂmiﬂmﬁ:prmg_amwis
Ashling Thompson's introduction & monument to their consistency,

| grabs since 2009, when Galvway got over the lina

in a replay. The most recant of thair theee Heles

of Ciara and Leanne Dannelly, and Michlle | mmmlam&wmwmhm
Mat toa many were expecting an appearanae in COMPILED BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR MeArdle, Armagh | Spare over Limerick, while Coric's latest of four
the Glen Dimgle: Al-lreland Premiar Junior _ changing talent. And the wealth of experi- triumphs came in 2018 against Down.
dacider to be on the cards when Antrim dacided hminle’gaummmﬁ#ntmmger | @nce they have built up in recant years, they will i Thisis their first final appearance since, with Gai-
memhumn;amﬁtmmmmideamﬂmw of the Saffrons with Paul Mckillen after senior b tough muts to crack, way Last in the degider in 2019 when Westmeath
through the senior side. status was secured with intermediate glory | But Antrim are riding the crest of a wave and edged thern out by two points.
Incontrast, Armagh began the season as favour- | Last seasan, now returns to Croke Park n i must know that they are not far away from Both squads have undergone quite 3
ites, having landed the spols for the second time | opposition to his native county, and oo~ iR what would be a famous victary. transition in the meantime and will have to do
in 200 and then giving besst only to a very strong | site the joint mg Brian ' without the considerable experience and abllity
Wexdord unit by just three points Last year, They | Kearney and Mark McFadden he All-Ireland Intermediate Final | ofkey operators Finola Nevile {Cork captain) and
cruised through the group stages, recording fac- | knows 50 well, : Cork v Galway, Zpm rmﬂumujggqaﬂmﬂq.mmmmlm
ibe vichories over Limerick, Dawn and Rosoom- Jannifer Curry (right] has (Gavin Donegan, Dublin) Live on However they retain a sprinkling of experience o
_ [Ty, Thﬂhﬂ'thfmrmln'ﬁlsawml:;lﬁferm! proved a significant addition to RTE2 | gowith youthful potential, and obvious strengths
matter altogether though, the Armagh ranks, after hey- & tisthe first mesting of the | in each sector.
There is an added element of intrigue ta this ing two chddeen since retiring _ . counties with the Jack Tha feeling is this te will be clossly contested
encounter in that Jim Mckerman, a long-time from th inter-county game g McGrath Cup up for right up ta the final whistis.




draw In the group,

Galvay edged the league
final to go with last year's |
All-Ireland title but Kil-
kenny showed their gual-

ity by past Dublin
in the All-Treland quarter-
firal and knocking out the
holders in the semi-final.
Chﬂﬁaﬁ rendi

of the p EnoE

tse mrlgrnz af Michelle
Techan and Grace Walsh

hmve baan vital to their
side’s progrossion. Goalkeeper
Anife pulled off & string of
saves todeny Galway and she could
ain be o potential match-winmer.
rther up the field, Miriam
* Walsh has been in top form while
the ¢lass of Julianne Malone (inset)
has been evident after her return
from a three-year sabbatical.
Cork have come out the righ
of a number of tight affairs in
recent clashes on the All-Ireland
srage and its not hard to imagine

the zame thing happenin
en their status at

the rodl of honour with o Xh tithe
— and in what t3 a landmark 50th

Glen Dimplex
All-treland senior
camagie final

only failing to reach the
League: fingl on score dif-
ference after Cork’s Chloe

Sigerson E:Fgedﬂmnha:k o .
right at end, to naba -

appearance in an All-Ireland senor
camoghe final.

Kilkenny, meanwhile, are chasing
their 15th title,

And vet, there was so much in
Kilkenny's sermi-final victory over
Galway to suggest they can prewvail
In a week w
pnveiled as the new
sendor manager after the 24-seas0n
relgn of Brian Cody, the cami
team embody 50 many familiar
qualities an the field - that workrate
and spicit and team collective that
makes them more than the

Verdict: Kilkenny

KILKE

Expectaclose

ByDaragh 0 Conchiiir

% EXPECTED, Cork
make one change in per-
sonnel o their team lor
todmy’s Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland senlor camogie
final against Kilkenny,
with Aszhling Thompson coming
into the side. :
Thompson replaces Katie
(*Mahony after coming on for the
voung [naiscarra player to very
good effect in the EZMI minute of
the semi-final victory over

w'?ﬁfrpuwmm' ul and vastl ri

vastly experi-

enced Milford midfielder was a

central cog as Cork managed to

rescue (hemselves from a tricky

ﬁﬂﬂl‘i.' i ickly setting up Katrina
key far her side's SCOTE.

A Hirm;{ MI-Irulan;:l-w;nﬂnmng
captain, Thompson only became
available on the morning of that
game, after winning an appeal
againer a two-match sy sion.

er ability to read the play as &
sweeper as well as force lurnovers
and win ball turned the be in
e

u ! a
Sorcha MecCartan will be maki
their first All-Treland Senior (%
starts, though McCartan is an
Intermediate champlonship winner
with ber native Down.

A da r of former All-Ireland
fiox hero Greg, MceCartan had
begun working in Cork city and
I.I‘IEI'IJ.I'IB with 5t Finbarr's even as
she was starring for the
Mouvrnewomen in 2020 but
transferred to play with the
Leesiders at the beginning of this

pLo

A more physical type of forward
than have had before, Mat-
thew Twomey, Davy Fitz and
co will be hopang she
the extra ingredient that will get
the county a first O'Duffy Cup
sinee M4

Eilkenny name the same team
that went cut to do battle l%?'amﬂ
Galway a forinight age, MNiamh
Deely made her first start since
aul‘!‘u:l:g & finger injury in that
I rotains her .

It is a I:lii| day for the Youn
1 elub in Gowran, who wi
be represented in an All-Treland
senlor final for the first time by the
Fitzgerald sisters, Steffi and
Tiffanie. Meanwhile, the Walsh
first cousins, Grace (sister of
Tommy and Phidralg) and Miriam
(zister of the younger Tommy) are
central figures at either end of the
ficld for the Noresiders.

Julinnne Malone H'Mgilﬂrer of
the match in the 2016 decider
between these two counties when
Kilkenny garnered ultimate
success for the last time and she
hins sdded a real séoring bite to the
Kilkenny attack with her economic
point shooting, returning this year
after a three-year absence when
travelling.

starting team

L Fennelly, 507
O'Feebie, L Nerris,
I Coarmaterfioarel,

This is the 15th meetin
Cork and Kilkenny in a Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland Senbor
final but the first since
2018, when Aoife Mur-

surprise to followers
that the old rivals are
deadlocked on seven
trivmphs apiece

he seasonal el

max, 40 whoaver

haz their head in
front on the line this
thme around will have
just a few morea
ging rights as weall
most important sllver

R,
Though Cork won 7

clash between
oldest of

their firat two meetings in 1970 amd
1972 as the Rebels registered a
four-in-g-row, it was all about the
Black and Amber lor a lengthy
apell with six consecutive [nal
cients of the Leasiders, the sixth
arriving as Kilkenny completed an
overall seven-in-a-nosw in 1991, That
tenm was captained b Ptnu:ﬁ!a
Downey, whe along with another
former All-Treland-winning skip-
per Breda Holmes, is o part of the
i bty B W o s
ng being broug ¥ :
ln's twin Ann = herself an All-Tre
land-winning <aptain and
"Linda Mellerick's las |
&r T-pasp gom
to snatch viciory tn lﬁﬁmfdnd
the Reds' comeback against the
Cas in deciders and they have
ilnili_ct_cd mare Il:l.ht‘!1I :Lngnmen_t ltm::?
injury-time winning points
Julia White and Orla Cotter in 2017
and 2018. As o result, Cork
have won five of the kst six
final poirings, 2006 being e
odd one out when Michello
liui!l:}- became the first Kk
enny skipper to get her
hands on the O°DufTy memo-
rial since her manager, the
aforementioned Ann Downey,
This is the [irst time in more
than a decade that Poudie
Wy Murray izn't boss of
L Cork. One of his former
licutenants Mai-
i thew Twomey
b . ook over while
illustrious huel-
:inig man-  ager vy Filzger
ald took over the coaching
duties.
Cork are in pursuit of a 2%th
oL
a Tiin
I.Jirnnl?.‘x All-Treland senior
camopie final. If Kilkenny
were to prevatl it would be a
15¢h success from 25. So even in
terms of strike rate, there is nofh-

i ing between the teams. Don't

ot to soparate them at
mﬁﬂm either,
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Camogie All-ireland Senior Final

Last minute Gaule free hands

Kilkenny dramatic victory

Paul Keane
at Croke Park

Pointed free from 45
metres in the second
minute of added-time
seals amemorable
one-point victory

Kilkenmy

Cork

Wetve been here before with
Benise Gaule and Kilkenny.

Just 20 months ago, in an
emipry Croke Park on a cold e
cember night, she turned a ley-
@l SaAme apgains {'..'lll.l..'.:.' i
three-point Kilkenny win, a
atith minuate penalty that she
bosth won and converved doing
thie trick on thar occashon,

This time around she didn'y
wim the 62nd minute feee thar
handed Eilket ithe opportini:
1y eovgednne theor 15 All-Irelanc
carmogie tile but, crucially, she
ded comvvesrt it Awpain, the scores
had been tied and again her in-
tervention was decisive as Kilk-
crnny held oa for 3 memorable
OfE-F0n win.

.-"|~.I|I|.|1:.'_ Thampson cad have
an opportunity o level it for
Cork late m the G5th minute
curiously, only four minues of
additional time was actoally al-
lotoed = bur i was a cifficult
chance rom distance and zhe
il b ow il

Huirt

Thompson, the 2005 All-lre-
land winning skipper, was so
distravght that when referee
Ray Kelly blew for fulFine mo-
memts  later, the walked
straight off the pitch and back
1o the Cork dressing-roosm.

The rest of the team re-
mained on the ficld as Kitkenny
celebrated ther second tite in
threescasons and, to hereredin,
Thoempson eventually returned
1o join them, grabbing the excel-
leng Hannah Looney and Libby
Coppinger in a teary clingh,
When their brains are less
serambled, all of this hore will
morph inte motivation for
2023,

Urimately Cork may reflect
oniherr sl start oz ther undo-
ing. They conceded six points
belore they linally pot of the
Ik and while their lest score
iwas a goal, seored by the excel-
{lent Frona Keating, it vook 20
{minutes toarrive.
| Matthew Twomey's side
[ dichn’t score ontil the 25th min-
st of the semi-final against Wa-
{perford and murned n five-poin
[deficit that day into a five-point

|,

B

1-

® Cork's Ciara O'Sullivan and
Fiona Keating battle with
Michaela Kenneally and Katio
Power of Kilkenmy duwring
yesterday's final. rrorocrard
WJAMES CROMBEANEHO

They figured it was a nice
way to win o semi-final, with
plenty in the tank bt didn's ex-
prect that they'd do virtually the
snme thing all over again i the
final. To their credit, they
wiped out the deficiowith anoth-
er brilliant fightback, tving
things up by hali-time and tak-
ing the lead early in the sec-
oqud-half,

They were even two clear
with 58 minutes on the clock
and after losing to Galway in
lagn wear’s degider, redemption
looked o beclose nt hand.

Then Kilkenny substitute So-
phie O'Dwyer fired in a goal
against the head, following up
on Amy Lee's miscued clear-
ance, and while Katrina Mack-
ey tied it up yet again with a
Cork point, somchody was al-
ways poing 1o getthe opportuni-

RN g PRy

tv to strike the decisive blow,

It turmed out oo be Gaule,
from a free. and no better play-
er o eteh her fanie in the histo-
iy bk,

[t goes down as a near per-
fect seazon for Kilkenny who
wiEre unbeaten in the National
League, despite failing to reach
the final, and went unbeaten
then in the champienship,
claiming Letnster and All-Tre
land honours.

Subtle tweaks
Oneof the twogames they drew
all season was against Cork, in
the league, pretty much sum-
ming up just how little there is
between these two teams,

Kilkenny did it all without
Collete Dormer and Davina
Tobin, both of whom retired be-
fore the season began, Meighan
Farrell, who was unavailable
this year and the Doyle sisters,
Kellyann and Acife, who suf-
fered cruciate kneeligament in-
Juriesin March and May.

They were hit hardest in de-
fence but some subtle mweaks
from Dowling, like shifting

TR
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Michelle Teahan of Killkienny. FHOTOGRAPH JAMES CROMEE MR

Grace Walsh o full-back.

worked a trear and stabilised
their unie. Holding Cork o 1-12
onsuch a big field was no mean
fear. As the game wore on,
Walsh came more and mope
into it and it was the Tullaroan
codossus that came thundering
oul of defence in the closing
stages, clearing her lines and
linding cousin Miriam Walsh
whao won the foal off Cork’s Ci-

ara O'Sullivan that presented
Gaule with her shot atglory,
Eardier in the game, Walsh
came from nowhere to deny
Cork’smost potent forward Kat-
rina Mackey what loaked a sure
fire goal. Walsh ended up hold-
ing ber neck and reqguired reag-
ment while boss Dowling re-
vealed that at half-time she com-
plained of being winded bt siill
procecded to give a team-talk

forthe ages,

Miriam Walsh was terrific in-
side, just about getting the bet-
ter of Cork full-back Coppinger
and tossing over two gréal
scores from the left wing early
on. The wonder was that Kilken-
iy, Six poants o the good after
thar glorious start, didn’t kick
LB

Hard graft

Cork, desperate to avoid back
to back defeats, and implored
by coach Davy Fitzgerald from
the sideline to run hard at Kilk-
enny, finally found some trac-
tion and bezan to ot up the
BCOES.

Keating's initial goal came
from nowhere, 4 piece of indi-
vidual brilliance as she strode
clear and left three players in
her wake but the subsequent
four polnis that Cork scored to
tie it up ag hall-time, 1-4 1o 0-7,
came down to hard graft meet-
ing craft, Kearing's 29th minute
point stroked over after win-
ning the ball from a ruck of bod-
les,

The game went from good o

o
L

-

sy b il e, g

-
=

great as it trundied on, the sec-
ond half opening out indo an &
citing back and forth, The sidés
were level sixtimes in the ball :
Cork looked to have stuek
their noses in front with :
pwo-point lead late on. But they
couldn’thold on and for the set
ond vear in a row, they lost ai

Epic.

Gaule was uIlima]::Ié'll:l:'E
game breaker but sub O'Dw
yer’s 58th minute goal for Kilk-
enny, when she pounced aiter
Cork goalkeeper Lee failed 1o
adequately clear ashot by thein- s
Mipential Katie Nolan, was s .
sive moment. Kilkenny had e
myomentum amd made it cotns
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Kilkenny's year of sweat and tears
yields them the title once again

Paul Keane
at Croke Park

Dowling praises

his side's spirit after

aseason that threw
up many challenges

Afeer all the retirements, theins
juries, the withdrawals, the
rank bad luck and the trage
dies. Kilkenny are All-Irelnnd
senior camogie :ha!mplnns
again. It’s been some journey,

maybe the mast challenging o

manager Brian Dowling's en-

tire sporting career.

[rlweh:uchnliumas kar-
ma, perhaps it finally swung
aroand in Kilkenny's faour in
the closing minutes al Croke
Park ns they came from two

ints down to topple Cork
o 4 Bath-minute Sophie

(¥ Dwyer goal followed by a

with

stoppage time Depisc Gan

manch-winning pnhrt.t‘,':hnrnpi-
ons again, bur boy did they
sweat rom their biaws
and, at times, tears from their

wi

=

cheeks threughour that game
and that season,

“The off the fiebd soull was
very tough.” sabd Dowling. “A
lor of stulf happeed in March
and April, obwipusty our coach
Tommy Shelflin's brother,
Paul, passed away. Then my
own uncle passed away in o
house fire. !

“Agife Prendergast’s gran-
daod passed away. Ciarn
Phelan’s grandad passed away,
and everything just happened
in p coupbe ofweeks and then io
have Kellyann Dayle and Aoife
[Doyle's cruciate injuries on Lop
of that.

I i ed that hing
=Ir just sem

was going wrong. | m
we just sort of galvanised our-
selves, that (eam spirit within
the group amd just that pever
say die amitude, you sty gHng
auned St ing.

‘W:l;ﬁ'lnd it on Friday night
in the renm meeting, “Look, the
amount of things that were
ghrown at this group this year
and here we are, still lighting,
still in with a chance of winning
an All-Ireland’. I'm just so
proud of them that they were

able 1o get through all of that
and whatewer went o,

“We had new girls stepping
ugr, the likes of Tilfanie Fituger-
ald whowentup and scored the
first point of the game, she's a
corner-back, 19 years of age.
That's jusi imcredible, That
sums up the whobe thing [ sop-
pase.”

Dowling referenced Grace
Wilsh voo and herindamitalle
spirit, Back in 2020, when Kilk-

previoushywon the Alk e
Lamd, she sbotted ever a terrilic
point from the wing in the clos-
kg minutes to help rn the
gerew on Galway, This nime
around, withinjuries and regire-
ments forcing Dewling o re-
structure s defence, Walth
was asked to forsake her atack-
Ing instinets and to play at nam-
ber three, a challenge she met
head on.

It was her powerful run out
of defence and pass 1o cowsin
Miriam Walsh that drew the
b2nd-minite free thar Gaule
converted tosecure the wii.

“If you heard Grace Walsh
speaking in the dressingroom
thee Rast Few clays, it just put the
hairs standing up on e back

"ol your neck,” said Dowling.

R s et

“lt was uabelicvable. She
couldn’t breathe coming im at
hall-gime, she got 2 belt in her
stomach. That girl just won
back down from anything. I'd
like o mention them all,
there’s just so many characters
there, Different ones stepped
up at different times. That™s
what it's about.”

Experienced
The pwo Walshes were nmong a
core group ol experienced
ers who experienced three
All-Ireland final defents in oo
between 2007 and 2019, The
first two of thoe were
one-point losses to Cork, who
alio defeared Kilkenny in o
semi-final lagt year, This lime
around it was the Cork players
whio steod on the Croke Park
pitch lovking upat the celebra-
thons in the Hogan Stand, ash-
en-faced.
Naotthat revenge wasthe mio-
tivation for Doawling and Kilk-
cnny, or anything ke ie. Ivwas
more to dowithwanting (o hon-
gur their supporiers who
wieren't able to celelirate or be
part of the H20 success be-
cause of the pandembe restric-
gioms at the imee,

=W said i all vear, the mes-
sagewas that we wanted 1o win
this for the Kilkenny people,
for our familics and friends,”
sabd Dowling. “They dida't get
to-celebrate with usin 2020 but
they were there in 2017 when
o |, they were there in 2018
velveen we lose, they were there
in 2009 when webod,

“Last yéar if was owr plan to
wiln for them but we didnt get
there, This vear it was our mis-
sian to win an All-Ireland in
front of Kilkenny people. |
thought we had a huge crowd
U supporiing usand we're juse
sa happy 1o bring the O Duily
Cup home.”

Between the camogie suc-
eess and Derek Lyng's appaint-
menl, it been o tidy few davs
of business for Kilkeany, 18710
take awhile for the gloom o lifi
in Cork. The senbor defeat
came immediately alter the
county intermediates” 0-11 to
0-13 final boss 1o Galway.

“In the 55th minute, | looked
up at the clock and you see that
¥Ou dre Pwe painis wp and you
are kind of saying, "Is this our
d-'l,'.';:"' :ﬂl;ﬂ-nrk SENOr MAnag-
21 ielfIge Twomey.

“Weare saill erying to do the

= Kilkenny's Micheble Teehan
clears her lines as Cork’s
Hatrina Mackey closes in at
Croke Park Insat:
Kilkenny captain A
Prendergast raises the

' Dy Cup, Sa10G48% Dvan
TREALTBIHD

right things and then you geta
little break like that with their
poaland then cheir gander s up
and it was wvery hard joclaw it
back. Fair play 1o Kilkenny,
they are an awesome team
when they get Into a positon
likethat.”

Cork, Inevitably, will rue the
slow start. They conceded the
firstsix paintsol the game, imi-
lnr to their terrible star
agalnit  Waterford n the
spmmi-final.

“There's no bogical reason
fiar bt we thawght it was o freak
thing when it happened in the

Waterford game,” sakl Twom-
ey, “Then to go twe poinis up
lane om, you sheald be finkshing
aul the game™

Caimnigle
Mows, reporls and
reacthon: pags 5
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things are stirring
again in Kilkenny.
If the handover of
power from Brian
Cody to Derek Lyng repre-
sented a fresh chapter 1n
the county’s hurling his-
tory, then the senior cam-
ogie team continued that
proud tradition of Hfting
silverware on the steps of
the Hogan Stand. This time
it was captain Aoife Pren-
dergast lifting the O’Du
GUP to secure a 15th All-
Ireland in a thrilling final.

As il to surf the wave of interest
in women's sport and show how
the best talent across the codes
can capture the imagination, Kil-
kenny and Cork served up a belter
i front of a erowd of 23,428 ot
Croke Park. What started as a
slow-burning tactical tussle ultl-
mately cracked and fzzled as
{hi bEamEs went Scone [or score
deep Into injury time until
gvery ball won felt ke a
match-winning moment.

Just when 1t looked ke
Cork had perhaps done
enough to edge 1-11 to 0-12
ahead with two minutes of
normal time (o go, up popped
substitute Sophie Dwyer to
sween the ball to the et and sei
up & grandsiand fnish.

Especially when Katrina Mackey
raced through and scooped the
bar over Expertly Lo level, Miriam

e

pias i

532

W
"&l' et

TRE

i

8

Walsh - immense throughout -
wias then fouled in injury time {or
Denise Gaule fo point ffom 45
metres and. even when the full
four minutes of exten time had

CATS GET CREAM

must have been heart-stopping Lo

geores from Tiffanie Fitzgerald

half block. Down 0-6 to no SC0re,

and it went score for score - Kat-

assed. referes Ray Kelly ! watch, especially after racing into  and Katie Nolan, this amounted  this was in dan rof getting away  rina Mackey hitting some score
:rtq:ﬁjmger:;ﬁnﬁ?g tﬁiﬁnﬁ:muﬁm a 0-8 to no score lead inside the  to a dream start for -'_t':illieﬂnf. from Cork. And then, the perfect from the sideline and Laura Hayes
to have one last chance, a full MFst quarter. particularly when Denise Ciaule ﬂﬂiﬂﬂ'ﬂ-"ﬂ goal. and Saoirse MeCarthy so dynamic
miniite on from the four that had 1t Was all so very modern in the  pinged twe more points. B i e rudlﬂst;inwﬂ e s molak o
gone up on the board. set-ups and tactical gameplay.  Cork thought they had a first  drifted inside to full-forward as the latter hiiting a huge point on
It foll to Ashling Thompson who The desire to have an extra ady score when Sorcha McCartan Cork constantly rotated their w:ﬂulmnﬂmd S feen

galleped into space and shot on
the rin from nearly 55 metres out.

out around the middle third
meant that the two respective
centre-backs were effectively

shot for a point. Initially waved
over by the umpire, Hawk-Eye
intervened to rule it out.

attacking personnel, showed an
electric burst of speed to take her
throupgh on goal and she tucked a

45 metres in front of the posts
after Laura Tracey was blown for

There was an intake of breath 4 nt: down
around the g ' H playing in a free sweeper's role -  Hannah Looney produced two  neat finish a to the comer. over-carrying. Cork we

struck fﬂﬂ,ﬁlﬁ;lﬁmltﬁéﬁﬂﬁ Laura Tracey for Cork and Claire  tearaway solo runs as the chances  And while Michaela ]'I'.EI'lI'IEBllE the other end from the puck ':"r"ﬁ
wide of the right pos! Phelan for Kilkenny. kept coming for Cork. A weaving  replied switly for Kilkenny, Gork - o8 LACH 2t o ahead 1-10 10
champions, going unbeaten in working the spaces that bit better  16th minute saw her glip past a thingsup 1-4 to 0-7at half-time,  0:12 with 10 nﬁnutfi'm B it
ieague and champlonship. with elever angled ball. Miriam pack of chasing defenders and Hannah Looney was another to  Then, with just two minutes

somehow find & gap through the

the fore for Cork around the

normal time to go, Kilke

3 i Walsh's first point came from thak Eot
B chroom  kind of smart set-up play and she centre of the Kilkenny defence,  middle third while Mirlam Walsh ~the break they nttded-:%nrﬂ
setip that is a favour of Kilkenny hit o eracker foom & tight angle in Just as she went to pull the tn was such an important ball- Deely's sf]f: wils Wtﬂ

hurling and eamogie rovalty, this  front of the Cusack Stand, et and fire for goal, Grace Walsh  winner for Kilkenny up front. to send ball looping towards

Coming on the back of early

came fying across to get o cruckal

Eate Nolan was another on fire

goal. Goalkeeper Amy Lee bat

L OSING MEANS NOTHING BUT !

FOR Cork manager Matthew PHILIP LANIGAN tuck throughout, having taken a
Twomey, there is no consolation In !\' ----------------------------------- - two-point at such a crucial
belng part of a camogle showplece  means nothing to us. When you look stage.
that entertalned right to the very at the players, | couldn't be more The messy nature of the goal, ks
last ball. How could there be? qud of them com .uﬂ;m'z-rau;Iaﬂ.-l'lﬂl-l:t-l‘:ll!lﬂl-'-"l-’l_w'5
The aesthetics of the occasion are Frmnda?ﬂnewhenﬂﬁtm I wmhwmwm
for others to chew over. Involved with them they been head-ﬂnhadtnrﬂttmm[m‘_
Coming nnu:he had:ill'last rn"Lf-IIII ?M?I: rﬂ‘gﬁdma ?d.:d'mg.ptted H:! < a
narrow, gut-wrenching or them. over It and move made it hard to take
Eulwﬂ.igendmﬁtsﬂmbﬂttﬂm“lih on but I'm gutted for them - they “The defence has been superb all
theony thngthatmetters, |~ deserveMOre’ . oiwentin for  unbalie o
This is the seco an [ goal went in :
SEues we are after losing; we are getting In the 58th minute, it ‘Anyone who got a urrll:f.ldﬂﬂ
slck of people telling us we are looked like Cork were on course to us and it was just a break

8o gutted: Davy Fitzgerald and Sacirse McCarthy  103ing great All-Irelands becauselt  edge agame that had beennipand  the ball flicked U i RS e



t where substitute
P e :rwﬁl:ll it to.the net.
arina nckﬁr;s uqm:
teheted the tenslon
f:ﬁ:t.n:h before Gau]e:li:paﬂnde aﬁ]‘g
free in ury tim
mﬂumt Wﬂ:hwwas caught high.
HHWEEEMW
mwmumum:mwiu

Proud moment: Brian Dowling with wife — IR
Alison and {r) Cork and Kilkenny In action

ke up possession with the KBLEERMY: & Mormis W G Wakh, T
e o e )
wmﬂiﬁ'hbﬂtﬂﬁ L kiarpin, K Powers § i ;
fmmﬂwtfhnm -l':i Eﬂlumm
5 F Thowmgscen; K MHQUMM
sy, C Cahalans &3, H K, M Wiakihi0-3, 5 Dheyir 10, M Kenneally,
mﬁtﬂmsmmnﬁr wwmwnm
e 0, K ety O B Y REFEREE:Ray Kelly (Xadarw)

OrConnes 0-5 (50, K Mackeny 023, 23,
boCarthy, H Looney 0-1. gach. Yilkow
L Hayes 14; M Murply 30, Wides: 5(5) [unitber o @lanmoll

SO PROUD OF MY PLAYERS'

d It was batted
ouf and It happened to all 10

nmy (player)
m"%"ﬂ- “al:n' is om the cup,

when midfielder Ashling
Thempson galloped clear to
have one final chance to
equalise, he couldn't think of a

better player to be in that
posttion

9 was thinking she's the right
J&mnmmv?emehﬂﬂ-l-‘“ﬂ"
were to give anyone on the

ﬁm a ball like that it would

wiide, she had the courage to
take it on and have a go off it
and we worked a great move
to get her into position bt ... it
wad hard.”

Such fime marging mean that
Cork have to regroup and try
and come again next season.
We just know what we have to
do now - get a lpping wint
‘But the players are inmense,
I'm so proud of them - I'm
extremely proud to be thelr

manager Al you want off a

team is to glve it thelr all and
they have done that numerous
times over the yoars,
‘In my reign they have done it
evVery game, ghven thelr ali.
“We lost o few players durin
the vear, | know Galway a
Kilkenny are the same, they
BNt Lo ot S0
are huge
losses,

‘'We had a lot of Inexperienced
players out there as well
?'Témmam rmasshvely from

Emotional
Dowling in
tributeto
team spi

------------------------------------

RIAN Dowling is
sitting in the media
Togm in the bowels
of the Hogan Stand
talking about life
and loss and hurling,

It's been a vear of triumph
and tragedy, of highs and bows.
that lent an emotional air o
Kilkenny's All-Ireland &enior
=ik win over Cork.

Earlier in the year, just wepks
after team coach Tomawy Shofflin
suffered the shock loss of his
brother Pail, the manager Jost hix
urncls Oliver Brennan to & house
fire. Amother unele Dominic was
Ieft homeless.

After setting up a GoPundie
Ege. Diowling was hlown o by

& kindness and w&-mmm
came from far and wide, including
nﬂ:tnhthn likes of Cork munngr

Lhow Twomey nnd o numbor
of Cork players,

Other members of the Killkenny
Agued, too, had their own
Ehltl'llil:;‘ﬂl!i. both on and off the
Neld, And yet Ehe 2022 inter-
county season ended with the
high of Hilkenny coming out the
Elgllg;p side of a thriller against

a

Flhinked team captaln Aoife
Frendergast, Dowling takes the
Lime ouf aflterwards to put
contexct on it all

']'..-l;u;|!|'a Ik was, it was tough, the
aff-{ - ELUlf was Very, Lo,
ip]:%r' ha pEnhEd in Mar';':h Tﬂnd

o 0 Temmy's brother,
Paul, passed away.

'Thinn ?;y qwlﬂnunclfe paszed
AWAY 10 & hiolase . Andle's .
clad avwny. Clara mﬁﬁ'}fi
E?ﬂ acl away and ev

ng flst
weeks, and t

poned ina
Doyle’s and n&umhnm i
oyle’s and Aoife EFibaf-
ates on top of that. I8 just seemed
that everything m%oln:wrnn:.
‘I don't know, we just sort of
palvanized some team spirit

within Lhempﬂ;rdjuﬂ & never-
:tﬁa*-dlu attitude, Stay going and
i
T sald it to the girds before the
Inok... we sabd it on Friday
night In the team meeting: the
amount of things that were
L at this 15 year aund
here we are, stiil o ting, st in
with & chance o winning an
All-Treland,

T'm just 50 proud of them thit
Ehey wore able to ot through all
ar&r m}d whalever woni on,

Wi new girls stepping up
there today, the 1kes n?q‘lrgmtﬂ
Fitzgerald wont up and scored
e flr lgruint of the gnme, she's o
carner-back, 19 years of age.
That's just ineredible, That sums
ug the whole thing I sy

“hie older mombers mum
too hve Kod to endhire Ehedr owin
share of sethacks on the Beld,

While It°s only 2020 since
Eilkenny lasl won, thal victory
followied 8 hal-Lrick of fnoga
defeats. ‘We said It all yoar, the
mssage wak we wanied to win

leaf

fHie 2otz

rit

o .,

Dream comes true: Aolfe
Prendergast lifts 0'Dulfy Cup

thiz for Kilkenny people. our
femilies and frien ¥ clicln'e

&l to celebrate in 2020 with us
Eur. they were there in "17 when
they lost, they were there (o 18
whan they lost, they were there (n
19 when they lost.

: year it was our mdssion bt
wiit dida’t get there, 'I'hlsﬁ'car it
W our mission to win an All-Ire-
kand in front of Kilkenny peaople.

‘I thought we had a huge crowd
today up here supporting us and
wiit're just so l-.:u:-u:»?I Lo bring the
o' Cup home.

Once again, this one bolled
down to such fine margins -
Ashling Thompson juse misﬂgﬁ
the ﬁnn; vﬂ:ﬂh an Lr::":lr,umptm
-2 in W P
added time, P

‘When you get to an All-Ireland
IF's just about winning, whatever

n%:.rﬁru CHIL

‘W zaid it In the dressing-room,
we knew it was going to come
down Lo the last puck and that’s
what it came down to.

“We found a way Eo get bhere.
Unforiunataly, we haven't in the
raz'd, at different Hmes. We found
L {oday somehow. Lock, maybe
thore were people looking down
am us boday, I'm Just 5o grateil
wo're All-Treland champlons.”

Team ezptaln Anile Prendergast
described the high of being the
one to lift the O°Duity Cup after
coming on for the frantie fnish
thiit soow Kllkenny win by g sinple
pant.

It waz unbellevable, I8 a
speelal hitnch of players, a speeial
s ement team.

“T'n be the one o cllmb up the
Hogan Stand and L that cup in
feont of all those [t wis m:mnﬂuni
: lal andl =omething Ive dreim

forever

1 it Kriow i0iE would happen
ae aod bul T'm grateful to be the
one todo ik
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Kilkenny draw
spirit from
tragedy and

adversity

il Dl Sl [reland] Senaor
Camodgie Champsonshin Firal

(A3, | —— 113

Therese O°Calenhan

Crae Ptk

ROUSING finish
earned Rilkenny
thelr 15th Glen
Dirmplex All-Dreland

aonbor camagic champlonshilp
tithe vesterday in Croke Park.

Trailing by twe palnis aise
Witk s many minuies remain-
ing. substitule Saphie Dayer
ponnced for & crucinl gool

I came when a =hael from
wing-back Minmhb Deely took o
deflection, and hacking into
thye goal Amy Laee batted the
gliotar, ondy for Dwver towhip
first firme 00 b rwel.

Eatrina Mackey slrick an
inveredible fevalling point ot
thee ed of noriad e, ot
with at least four minwtes of
mditional time sipnalled,
there was plenty more ncthon
Lo Copnie

Wihen Miriam Walsh was
foubed, Denlze Gaule showed
remnarkable composire to fire
aver fron 1he 45-metee Line -
after miszing a couple of ear-
Haer rees. Im the sixth minute
of pdditional time, Ashling
Thompson made & brave bid
fior an equaliser bul it wasn't
tin b el went wide of the

post. -
“Just o happy. just so re-

leved,” was mandger Brian
Dowling's reaction after an
epic batile.

“Coming up the homis
stretch it looked Lke it was
going to-s reploy but in fair
niess to these girls, they always
find & way somehow. [U's not
ool for my heart but they got
thvere In the end and we're 8o
happy to be All-Ireland cham-
PAOTE.

“You have (o believe, there's
no point in being out there if
you don't belleve. ] know the
character that's in these girls,

| we"ve heon saying it all year.

The girs are slek of me saving
that we're going to wet a bit of
Tuck somewhene along the

way and we just have io be
thvere to take it

=W gal i1 teday and wo
know that. In the past, maybe
weddidn'y, but today we got the
Inck and Cork didn’t and that
was the difference.”

It was predicted that this
showdown — where bath
shdes went with sweepers in
Laura Treacy and Claire Phe-
lan — would go to the wire.
And that was exactly how it
panned out.

Kilkenny got off to a flyer in
the first quarier. shooting six
unanswersd points, Cork
didn’t open thelr scoring until
i 20th minute, a brilllant
solo goal from Flona Keating.

How they lined out

A Norris :

M Teehan G Walsh T Fitzgerald !
AOConnor  SMcCartan  CSigersn |
N Deely C Phelan SFitzgerald |
S McCarthy F Keating K Mackey |
L Murphy K Power ;
A Thompson H Looney i
M O'Connell MHenncally  JMalone |

L Hayes C 0'Sulfivan L Treacy

M Walsh D Gaule: K Nolan

M Cahalane L Coppinger M Murphy
A Lee (Capt)

e s s B}

—

TOP CATS: Kilkenny's Aoife

, Ciara Phelan, and Roisin Breen celebrate with the cup after the

Prendergast
Glen-Dimplex All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship final win over Cork. Ficture Inpho/Eryan Keane

They went on (o ouiscore
thelr opponents four points bo
o,

Deadlock 14 ;3 0-7 after a
CAZEY OpeTing 30 minutes,

The second-half furned into
ading-dong battle.

Tied four times during the
fourth quarier, at the end of
which the scoreboard read 1-8
to 0-11. Cork went two up
through Hannah Looney and
Amy OConnor — LOoamey,
along with Mac and Fiona
Heating were Cork's best
players.

Kilkenny, howeaver,
wonldn't be denied.

=& Jot happened in March
and April. Obviously, (coach)
Tommy (Shefflin)'s brother,
Paul, passed away. Then my
oum uncle passed away ina
house &-nh! Dowling f-?dd.

=Anife (Prendergast)’s
granddad passed away. Clara
Fhelan's
away and everything just hap-
pened ina couple of weeks and
then to ave Kellyann Doyie's

and Aalfe Dovle's crociates on
top of that. It just seemad that
everything was going wrong.”
added Dowling.

“T don't know, we just sort
of galvanised some tearm spirit
within the group and just a
never say die attitude, s
going and stay going. I it
to the the match,
we aabd it on Friday night in
thie tearm meeting, the amount
of things that were throam at
this group this year and here
we are, still fighting, stll in
with a chance of winning an
AllIreland.

“I'm just so proud of them
that they were able fo get
through all of that and what-
ever wenton, We had new
likes of rald,
went up and scored the first
point of the game, she's a
corner-back, 19 vears of age.
That's just incredible. That
siifis up the whole thing I sap-
pose.”

Miriam Walsh and Katie

Molan spearheaded the Ki-
hernny attack, while Grace
Walsh and Katbe Power
warked like Power,
who had o GVercome a serius
knee injury, was lost for
wards.

"It doesn’t actually seem
real To miss onf on M3 and
the slog and the heartbreak
that this team has gone
through in the last 12 months
with deaths, with ies .
and whatever wazs
:Lu:.wjmtkemmhl

“1 kmow it's a clichié but th
ﬁrﬂin this group is unbe-

vable I'm so grateful to be
standing here, and withont
rnrﬁumﬂyandmrtiexﬁﬂm
supported me throu
ﬂemtﬂ@dﬂl"&lﬂ-ﬂﬂ‘lh

o 2

It was, tndesd, 2 magnifl-
cenit achisvement for Kilken-
ny wheo lost Davina Tobin and
%mm to retinement,

& Meighan
year oat. And sparea thought

Future is bright for Galway after intermediate win

W A :
o SR
Glen Diempbes: AB Trelond Intermediate

Cameg ioal

GALNAY .o e O3
BRI s 011
Daragh O Conchelr

Tk = —

Lauwra Loughnane is predict-
ing a very bright future for
Galwav's next
champtonsz, afler a voung
Intermediate side chiselled
ottt @ twospoint victory over
Cork in oo tight Glen Dimplex
All-Treland Intermaediate
Camogie final.

For the Evrecourt attacker,
who scored throe excellent
first-half poinis, It was sweet
redemption after her clul lod
fallen to Cahir at the nvecen of
Gipelbe paimes 6 the ek inter-
mediate deckder of 2016,

But while she enjoyed being
on the right side of it, she
ploayvesd down et owi role and
padd feibate to the slew of

crop of

yvoung guns whe were in-
volved in Cathal Murray's
mew-loak unkt,

=1 siil]l can't believe iL
There's just & lot of emotions
but I'm delighted,” said
Loughnane. “It's a completely
new team thls year. It's basi-
cally made up of 17, 18, 18-
vear-olds and seven or elght of
us bringing up the average
age. I'm 8o proud of them,
they're unbeliovable.

“The older girls learned a
lot this year from the Younger

irls and they learned h:r

Uy @ bif from us: I'm so glad
tor v won Lt wiith this bumch
because they're unreal.”

Galway were reduweed [o 14

in the 52nd minuwte whoen Kate
Manning was shown a second
vellow card in six minutes,
Bt hard though Cork trbed,
they never really looked like
georing & goal though Katle
Anna Porter did make a goal-
line clearancs ftom a Joanne
Casey shol late on.

That said, they were a litils
fortunate when Joanme Casey
elected 1o shoot low from a
free just outside the 20m line
in the 56th minute, with {wae
points between the sides,

Katie Gilchrist shot seven

ints for the victors, while

asey hit six for Cork in a
game In which scores from
play were hand to come by,

Loughnane and Cork's
Lavren Homan fared best in
that regard, with three each
but both teams were guilty of
poor deliveries, all too o
hitiing the ball down the
thront of the respective
sweepers, Clara Hickey (Gal-
way) and Ashling Moloney
{Cork), who did their jobs su-
premely well

It was 010 to 0-7 at half-tme
and became a real doglight
after the interval, Subs Laura
Kelly and Rachel O'Shea did
well for Galway and Cork re-
spectively but Galway could
alwavs keep the Rebels at
arm's length.

Scorers for Qalway: K Gilchaigt 0-

Tigte); L Loughnane 0-3; M McPeakn §-
2= T Carning D-1.
O-5{8h; L

Seorors for Cork: J
Haman 0-3; K Hickoy, A O°8hea -1

CLALWAY: F Ryan, G Star, G Dondbis,
I Heckey, K Marmng, L Cassaty, K A
Poiter, A Hagnan, J Hughes, B Acingl-
iy, I Glchrist, T Caniing. O Rabbamio,
H .

o £ e A A
L L A sy, J
Casey, B Hizkoy, 5 Hulchineon, L
Hgeman, H Ryan, £ O'Callaghan.
Bukba: M for Huzhinson 8. R
OrShoa for G [- - HS
kaghan for Ryan {28,
Prpderma: Gavin Do (DubEn),



for sisters Kellvann amd Aoific
Wl foruciate)

“We have n special bunch of
players,” remarked capiain
Aalfe Prendergast,

T ber the onee to climb ugp
the Hogan Stand and 1ift tst
cup was something special
iind something I've dreamt of
forever, T didn't Know if it
wonld hnpﬁn or ot but I'm
grateful to be the one todo "
Soorens for Kilkamny: K Molan (0.5, -3
S el S RS

@ ]
ars T FEsgerald {01 sach)
Beorors for Cork: F Keating (1-2), A
O Canyiund (05 boea), B Mackoay (03], 5
McCartiy and H Locnasy [0-1 sach),
KILKEMMY: & Morris; M Tashan, G
W T - M Dpaly, © Phalan,
& Flergerald: L Muphy, K Powar; M

Kannaaly,

G Connedl, M 4 Malesa; M
D Gaude, K MNolan

Sube: 5 Dwyer for M Kennaaly (47), A

Pranetangist (Car) for MO Conned (34].
A i b WA L Cop-

n{:ﬂrla” I.HJ':-m:rLT e

was, L H HL':"“;'"'"'C"'I s GEH:IH'

ao. 5 b m.AD‘M.L

Buibe: T Murprry for § fleCarian (500 C
iy Tror bl Bicirpiy (5], © Cahalane for
C Sigarson ({03}

Falonso; Py Haly [Kidara

'It's brilliant and it's

Antrim and in particular
Dervla Cosgrove, went goal
crazy to mark their first sea-
zan in axistence az the coun-
tv's secand leam by wjnm:H

o Glen Ddmplex All-Irela
Promiler Junior title.

Cosgrove fnished with 4-2
and three goals in &4 seconds
im the second gquarter shanned
Armagh, the champlons of
o who were alss FUERNGTS-
up [ash vear.

Pﬂnne ol It wotild have besn
possible but for Megan
MeGarry's pointed firen in the
second hall of the second peri-
od of pxira time as they clawed
their way over the line in a
marathon semi-final against

‘We wanted to win this for Kilkenny people’

Kilkenny reaction mmuun":#lmwmnl.lt

- P was one of the best feelings of
Therese O'Callaghan mﬁfﬁfﬂhﬁlﬂzﬂf“‘:“m’“i"
Brian Dowling said this  Dowling had spocial men-
All-freland success was for  Hon Fun-lﬁi n:uqm:ﬂng ca e
taln Avife wlsn he

thelr people, thelr families,
s !he-irﬂitud;

“We sald it all year, the
I e e e wanied to win
this for Kilkenny
E!mllbns and I

CTUNY MAnEger oy

“They didnt et to colehrae
in 2020 with s but they wire
there in '17 when they last,
they were there in "L8 when
they lost, they were there in

19 when they bost. Last vear it
was our mizsion but we didnt
get there. This year it was our
mission 0 win an All-Ireland
in front of Ki¥enny people. 1
thought we had a huge crowd
today up here supporting us
anid wa'r-nﬁ,!ust so-happy to
bring the Cup home.

“I was thinking [f was look
ing like a replay, another two
wesks of training. We'd Have
taken it if we got there, It was
Juse great that the Haal
whistle did go eventually,
That moment of pelief is Jjusi
unbeliovable when vou win'a
game like that. We were here

L ur
" the Kil-

broughi on for the final 10
minubes when the gime was
in the melting pot.

“Aoile opitomises every-

thing abont this group. She
At

was on the starting
ETH T oy "
away from anyihipg. Eve
time she was am:lgl:n :nmnlu
an, she stepped up. That just
S It up, whiat olir group ks
I b
WaS O AL W ey
body deiving it on. They're
Just meredil to themse]ves
Miriam Walsh was anofhor
playor fo cover hersell in
Rlary, seoring thres paints
“We always want to keep
hiiriam closze to the goal be-
cilige she's o goal threat all
the time but we felt wo had (o
bring her out. T actiually sald,
'Look, she might win froes
and that's what she did, Mi-
rinm is in the farm of her Hfe
this year. She's been unbeliey-
able, she's been S0 conslstent

Twomey gutted but proud

Therese O'Callaghan

Cork: manager Matthew
Twomey said small margins
were the difference betweon
winning and bosing.

“In the5ith minute, 1 looked
up at the clock and we were
S

& this our day?’,
ﬂmaﬂﬁ.m ta da the right
i a1 o g
W Atis 1]
claw it back_ i &

“This is the second AllIne
land final (in-a-row) we are
nﬁ?itlﬁl;::. Wea are sﬁ of
peo ng us we are losing
great All-Tretands, It means
niathing to s, 1t°s no conso-
Iathon.

“We wero tald this last vear
and we're hore n. Wedon't
Enow what wa to el ta

et a flipping win.

“The players, they are jos
Immenae and T am =0 proad of
them. I'm extremely proad o
bé thelr manager. All you
want off the beam is to ghve bt
thieir all and they have dons

that mimerous times over thi
yenrs. They bave dane that in
W tost . § layers d
- 4 lenw players dur-
ing the yvear, We havea
and | know Galway and Kil-
kenny are the same nnd they

last as wall, bt we're
Just ng about Cork, they
are huge losses, We have a lot

of inexperienced plavers ot
there and they 'I'ﬁl have
rned massively from this.

“I will get owver it, but I am
gutted for them because th
deserve mone, Falr play to Kil-
konny, they are an awesamo
team when they get into a
position like thai. We just find
it disappolnting,

“The second-kall was nip-
anpddnck, tnmtmlmlnu p
yviou should be fnishing out
the game.

“There wers a couple of
situations, if we had luck
when we were clean through.
o haved B take those oppor-
tunkties amnd we didn't and we
suffered for it afterwards.
They died in their bosts, 1
conldn®t be more proud of
them."

manager Brian
is congratulated by his wife
Alison after the victory,

Killeenny

far us. Dilighted for lwer,

"Thie Lkes of Mirinm Walsh,
Denkge Gaule, Claive Whalan,
Grace Walsh, they've lost
thres finals in-a-row and were
probably questioning whers
they're godng. But they don't
ever step back. [F vou heard
Grace Walsh speaking in the
dressing room the st couple
qf:tl*njr:. it just puts the hiics
AL £ onthe back of your
neck. It's unbeliovable.

“She couldn't breathe
coaming in at halftime, she got
n belt im hisr stomach. That
Just won't back down fram

anything: 11l just me
theem all, thnw{;.mr:, :‘11:::
gl;:mgmf;ﬂl]hert. E:lqlﬂg.“ut
o slop e at differeni
times. That's whad 14's abour ™
Denize Gaule naflod ihe
winmer ffom a free in the &2md
minute. Prior to that, she b
missed a couple s0 Katie
Molan stepped wp.
*They were allermating
lvea [ suppose T
had a bad day the last day, her
confidence was a hit low on
the frees but she hns hoen
practising a lvge amonnt for
the Lest two wenks, Her first
j:lm' wrn:-nt wllldu bt il!':l-fn.m:l;t-
ng. =he only got one froe in
the first h:l.lr::'nml it wiert widi,
put her confldenes down.
“Kntle Molan s jikzl a super
Elr!. has so much confidence,
he stepped up to the frees,
Unfortunately Katie miszed
onme — I t mayba it was
#oing to be the reason we lost
bosliny. Lauca (Morphy) said
already, Denise Gawle, you
don't have to mention char-
acter. She's a leader, has al-
ways been a leador for us. But
ihe one thing she’s dona this
year more tenn ever before =
her worlerate Ii's just nmlse-
lisvnble,~

of ‘immense’ players

The elinching goal from
& Dver came two min-
whes firom fime.

"Defensively, we have been
superh all vear, the gikls have
bron unbelievable, Anyone
that got a goal off us, earmed i1
[t was just & baid break. [ think
It Micked up in the alr. Amy
(Laway was backiracking just to
hat it outand it just happened
to fall tooa Kilkenny plaver,
When ¥our name EE on the
cur. it's on the eap. That's 1.

L a0k Cork 30 minutes to
start the scoreboard, Fiona
Keating's goal got them me-
e Ht Fiona Keati

ught Flonn Heat
had ane Dfli'il!l' et i InnE
Cork Jersey amnd she was glven
an awlul role to mark Kotie
Power, Fiona was brillkant,

“Our half-back line wasn't
a% eléctric going forward bai
weo had to be cautions mbout
Kilkenny as well because wo
knew thoy were so dangerous.
I ’rhnnﬁht Libby (Cappinger)
didl well on b

l.'-IIHH sho = a massive hand-
"When Ashling Thompson

had & shot for the equnliser in
the 65th minute, [ was think-
ing showas the right porson to
have the ball o be honest with
yoil I you were Lo give any-
afe of the team the ball like
thit, It would be Ashling, LI
Jast went wide, She had the
courags to take b on and have
a o off 1. W worled & great
move to got her it that pesi-
o, i was hord. ™

Desplie the heart-breaking
defeat, Laura Treacy said the
fiture of Cork camogie is in
safe hands.

“Losing the secand vear inn
row, defieat 15 never going to be
wany to take but we will all
hawve to go back to our clubs,
st oursel ves down and try to
FEEronp, ¢% ially those
young girls in the dressing-
rourm. The fudure of Cork cis
megie is very bright,

“The Uids and minors
brought home silversane this
;:.‘H‘- The intermedbates are

re boday and us conling u
short as well. 1t ks phename
to have four teams n an All-
Ireland flnal bak it is abso-
tutely gutting.™

so special, says emotional Antrim star

Clape, The Longhgiel Sham-
rocks tobom, who was s pheodal
figure in this game too, was
incredulous at what had been
achidved, ﬁ:ﬂ:ul&ﬂy a5 Ar-
magh had a bogey feam
in their short life. “it's un-
reEal,” sald MeGarey, wiplng
awny joy-induced tears.

“I dlan't think I can believe
it It's just unreal. 1 was a hif
emotienal thero. First tme
playing in Crake Park for all
of s girks, i was just unreal to
finally get the win againsi

Armagh,
“It's brillinnt and so spocial
sl b e @ bodly here, all

that support, It's amaEing to
soe g0 many here,™

And all dewn o MolGinrmy mt
Bord pa Mdns O"Connor Park
15 Pﬁﬁ previausly,

t was great,” chmes the
Instinctive maction. <1t was
cruclal, wasn't {t? That was
soane grme and some day boi
tﬁh the ultimate. Unbedboy-
A I"I

Armagh had plenty of ap-
portunities for goals them-

solves, but Antrim goalie Alne
Graham made three magnifi-
cont saves, while Clara Don-
rvelly bl a ficst-half shot that
r?tbm]i:ﬁdtmi a}::rni:s t:ﬂn goal
aftar the Ins f the
Antrim L ¥
Former Cork star Jenny
Curry was a danger for

Armagh, scoring two polhts
ane setting up that goal
chanes for Donselly, but the
ﬂl]??!l-' whas fitful and she was
ﬂ:gl b-marked in the second

Donnelly did peovide five
paints and had nine soorers in
todal buk it was all about the
three-painters and with Fion-
Auala Kelly having breachod
Ehe Armagh defonce for the
first time in the eighth minute
and Cosgrove then hitng hor
hat-trick, the full-forward
aclded her foaerth in the seeand
healf, th Saffrons would not be
dlonied,

Eeaners for Andrien [ Congrors 40700 F
Ky 1-2: I L 01

ARBIAGH: C Devlin, M Lenshan, N
Woods, E O'¥ane, G kcCann, E Hirpo,
T Llacpdre, W McAsdie, L Donnally, ©
Doyle. G Dornelly. [ Mok, R ML o
Gy, 8 Chann

Hubs: B Livewry fif Lenadan, O Dxana
far Waods hﬁ'lwh a6k B Murtay fas
fde sy (40! B Cominloy lor Mivy (400
E Serrpth foe Doyl {54),
Teaferes: Mia Ryan (Tipgerany.



Slow start costs Cork

Two Cork

josses are
hard to
swallow,
but that's
the game

DESPITE witnessing a thrilling All-Ireland
senbop final, it was a tough day in Croke Park
for Cork fans,

Bafore the game, the general foeling was that
we could win both All-Irelands or head home
empty-handed, it was that close to call.

Unfortunately, both games went agalnst ws.
A& omespalnt senior defeat = o hard to todoe It
wits 8 twoepodnt Intermediaie loss

Of course, 105 clear that Cork's slow stard
came hack o haunt them. It mirroped thelr
semi-final where they falled o score for the
el g S mknukes,

Here it was 20, We'd been here before
though. Sy points down to Kllkenny and sibll
winning, so the game cortainly wasn't over at
the quarter-way mark, but Kilkenny had also
hit five whdes at that polnt.

Cork needed something and Flona Keating
provided it Scoring an outstanding individual
goal, she put Cork on their way and they wera
level at half time. You felt the pendulim had
swing. Kilkenny's management must have
been praying for the half time whistleio reset.

Cork wene in trouble throughout the pitch in
the opening stages. Kilkenny were closing
down Cork's ranning game and were also
emorging from rucks with the hall. Cork were
striking under pressarve and hit theee too short
into Kilkenny Keeper Aoife Norris's hands and
that was as far as theic scoting threat re-
tilrned.

The goal came, Michaela Kenneally replied
with a point, but Cork found their mofo amnd
starting winning more outficld possession,
Foar podnts on the bownee as Cork pan riot and
the ﬂ:lih were level,

Prodictably, Libby Coppinger piclked wp M-
rimm Walsh nnd while \E‘Eﬂ.\h hit three points
Coppinger did a great fob getting vital touches
in, nnl prevanting her goal threat,

As the second half started, Cork continued
their attacking made. Hannah Looney was
now making strong runs and Cork took the
lead for the (st dme on 35, Kilkenny hit two
back. The midedle third was preked as we've
come to expect. But outside of that space was
OpeTingE U

Acwonder strike by Ratrina Mackey from the
beft siceline was matchsd by a beilllant Snoeivse
McCarthy point. ;

Denize Gaule went back to defend showing
the pressure Kilkenny now felt. Katie Nolan
was cansing problems for Cork though, win-
ning frees and she hit her second point from
I’tl'l,'r' O 45 TmLeE,

Rilkenny were struggling to got strong shots
in under pressure, and Walsh was clearly vent-
ing her frustration inside as another dropped
shot into no man's land for Amy Lee to clear.
Cork's flanks were finding the space and mak-
ing runs.

Liblbry Coppinger shows her frustration at Croke Park
on Sunday.

Picture: Seb Daty/Sportsfile

Match analysis

Linda
Mellerick

You coulddn’t take vour eyes off the game for
f second, The sides woere level six thmes in that
seoondd half. Cork held & two-polng lead with 12
minukes left. You cotldn't, at that point, sée 4
Ellkenny goal,

Curk‘& m‘ﬂ:;%_ral&!{qﬂd tracking back was
sirong. If anything, Kilkenny were starting to
look gn.lsl.mmd. Maolan had a simple free to go
one up with 11 minueies remaining. 5he un-
characteristically hit it wide. When Denize
Gaule hit a simitar wide with three minutes re-
malning. she was visibly troubled.

But then it all went wrong. A high pot shot
dropped onto Amy Lee, She was off her line,
and [t almost lobbed her. Off balance backing
back she ot a hudey to it bul whon it hit the
ground ex need substitute Sophis Dwyer
pulled o e not.

Fifty eight on the clock but with fout' min-
utes of additional time, there was plenfy of it
Mackey levellod it.

Cork gave away a free to Walsh, You have to
give cradit to Ganle who stood over it after
mizzing one four minotes carlier. SO time.

Coppinger made a crucial interception to
hn:-ﬁksu'wn anather Kilkonny attack, who now
handd o spring in thedr step. She won the firee, Lee
took i1, Kilkenny won the breaking melee,
With the clock edging towards 65 minates Azh-
ling Thompson ran towards the posi=, She took
on the responsibility in taking what could have
been the equalising shot to foree extra time bt
it wemt just outside the post. Then the final
whisthe,

The day didn't start out great when Cork bost
to Galway by two paltits, Playing too deep, out-
numbered by two in atteck and the deciston (o
go for a goal from a close in free when two
pointz down with three mintes remaining all
contributed fo a day when Cork will feel this
wasa game they could have waen.

The clearnnee firom the zaved free went nlf
the pitch, Galway won a free and instead of it
being a one-point game, it became three. Cork
were then probably chaging a goal, They still
had chances, but their finishing let them
down, When Eate Manning was sent off with
nine minites of normal time remaining,. Cork
should have pushed up. Galway went 18 min-
ubes wlithout a score, yet Cork couldn't capite-
Tiza,

When games are thght, it's a day when both
Cork teamss will have regreds bul that's sport.

Kilkenny's Mary 0'Connell battles with Cork's
Sanirse McCarthy, Pirtre: INFHEan Treacy

of Kilkenny.

e EJI.J"

Cork’s Fiona Keating shoots from Michelle Teehan

Picture: INPHOVBiryan Keane

Turning poini: Denisa Gaula'a
frea in the fourth minuba of in-
ihos meant the OBl Cup
wiks heading bo Kilkenny rather
than the Rebal County. Before
that Sophie Dwyer's goal was
crucial, but tha winning point
was & pressure one that she
comwertad with ease.

Seore of the game: Whilst
Gaule's free wirs crucsal io

Ehedf vin, thens vaare sevaral
haut. The

Story of the game

But for a number of crucial
scores and jor the way that she
drove at fhe '

Hmm:r'néﬂkfurug':
s 10 try and recaver




MNoonan

Kilkenny =

Cork

112

AGONY for Cork as they lost o

the OO mmﬁ it > Gaule i
an Limploex -Irelan

final at Croke Park. o R

They didn’t dezerve to lose and a
draw would E::‘mhly have been a falr
result, with both sides enjoying their

of dominanee over the 60 min-
utes. but a late goal proved to be the
kég moment.
ub Saphie Dwyer pounced on a
batted clearance by serambling Cork
guafcper Amy s o ik th
0 Lhe n the cloging tin
give the Cats & 1-12 to 1-11 maﬁn
after the Bebels had dragged them-
selves ntooa teo-point d

In the end. it was thi slow start that
east Cork as they let Killkenny build up
a six-point lead bafore they got golng.
But with the uhunrnubﬂu'rhnmp-
sat, Hannah Looney, Eatrina Mackey,
and Fiona Eeatin ugg:lht:g thele garmi,
Cork haud It m'tLEny time and, to
their credit, were & much-improved
gide in the second-hall, :

Tt wns score for score for meost of that
half and it took that injury-time froe to
soparate the sides and make it & day of
double agony for Cork, with the inter-
mediate side also loaing their final.

Theare was only 20 setonds on the
elock when Kilkeany were in front,
with Tiffanie Fitzgerald gf.trlr;F tho
apening score; before Katie Nolan

a socond as the Cats enjoyed the
better of the opening exchanges.

Corl thought they were off the mark
when the umpire rajsed the white flag
but Hawkeve intervened and Sorcha
MeCartan's effort was deemed wide.

Kilkenny went further ahesd wher
Miriam Walsh raised their third white
flag after eight minutes as Cork were
aloow to settle, similar to the semi-final

Waterford.

Im the first 11 minutes they had only
ane shot at the Kilkenny posts as Cork
wepe Minding it difficult to got any sort

In attnck. d

Wialsh was on target againand Gaunle
got in on the scoring act to make it 0-5
o no score, with 14 minutes -

From the restart she picked up the
ball to score again, re Cork had
their second real chance. A £ rum
by Mackey saw her brush as several
defenders before a last ditch tackla
from Grace Walsh denled her what
looked Hioe o

with = minutes gone Cork had sl
to register a score and the Cats had five
wides and they could have been out of

[
i!.':uginr: a minute lter Cork got the boost
they needed when Keating raged

Kilkenny's Tiffanie Fitzgerald takes

ilrough on iy bknst to the back of
the net and the Rohels wete ap and

running. :
Mlichaela Kenneally got Kilkenny's
seventh poaint before Amy O'Cannor
rai&n&ili:rk'u E\:ﬂ:ﬂh flag from @
fres, &k m pIIJ‘-Ed
Apain the Cats hnd another wide be-
“Connor got her second, firem an-
upped thelr game
and started to play mueh better.

:
;
g
s
2

rms,
going narrowl
shot of the Mackey was on
to leave the sides leval at the break
with Cark starting fo come mon: o
the game, with the score at 14 20 0-T.

on Cork's Hannah Loaney during

from near thesldeline paut Cork back (n
front with 40 minutes gone, as they bed
l-mﬂ'mn th Ev]crlsl'ru anothe

i x m ang (y
fres, but again the Rebols responded in
stvie, this time Sorcha MeCarthy scor-
ing from distanee 1o restore theldr sim

Molan at the other end, with
OrConmoer raksing another white fag
from = free as the Rebels led 1-9 to0-11
with 47 minaes el
Another Nolan hadl the zldes
level agaln before the sama player
missed an easy fros to pul her shdo
bnek in front.

Looney put Cork back {n front, with
nrphy — jinst on as a sub —
going close to extending their lead.
[ Comnor made it & two-point &
when she polnied another fioee as
Ted 1-01 fo 0-12, wiith five minutes to go.
ke mm anather free e

e
Sophbe
a huge blow for Jer side.

ﬁﬁm eould only bat out a goal-
bound shot and Dwyer was first 1o
react to the breaking ball to find the
back of the pet to pat the Cats back in

thelr All-Ireland senior camodgie final at Creke Park.

Piczure; INPHOVEwan Treacy

front, 1-12 1o 1:11. Mackey levelled bt
and as the game headed Into fnjury-
time it was 1-12 aphect,

Canle put Kilkenny back in front
fram m free as thme was running out for
the Rebels. They had one last chance
for an equaliser buk Thompson, whe
himd been ontstanding all throwgh, saw
her effaet go just wide and with that,
the ref blew the final whisile,

Coric F 1:2, A OConngd 005 | K Leackey -

mnm’#ﬂlﬁmwm

anuﬁ:umwru ﬁln:;.u;l-i
: .1 Prsian, L ;

oD Ghase: A Harmaehy. Bakrs: B OTConr

il M Walsh, I Modan. ]

Buibac 5 Duwasr dor W Keonaally (47), A Prondangast

s W ONCoenel (53,

ORE: A Lep M Peeialgsl W sy [Balinors),

E {51 Solunme), M Canalans (51 Fine

sl L 51 Cathadna'y], L Tencey . (<0

E (Caietay Roeiah; H Looney

ﬁﬂ:ﬂm
Farhars's], A O'Gonnas {5
'E!'HE i - ]
halana {5 ) fow 5 Gigion
Riederwe: Play by [Kidara),

Three reasons why the Rebels were beaten by Kilkenny

fonen had no chance of getting near ber. On another
day that ball would have been eleared but small
marging tke this can be killers on hig days,

Poor start

o recover buta
misbe o tough task avin

prfinre] sl
Tt hapgsenad 10 the semi-final against Wal
They mnaged

galnst Kilkenny, this
frarder. !
With 15 minutes gone Covk found themsalves 6

But an offort like that takes its toll on any side
and towards the end of the 60 minutes you could see
Cark's logs Wero uﬂnfmm
i to gt

gfTort they had o pul

Luck

with the
lovel.

They have proved it tme and tme sgain ol they

Experience

' they were o5 you necd that litthe bit of Inck to winbig  did so again that an experienced skde like Kilkenny
T By Edd fighting an uphill gsg::ai;innjﬂ Er?g:.k didn’t have it against Eilkenny, are never beaten fo matter what and when they
o S T R O TR R

battled back and managed to e level at hall- when the ball rebounded Sophie Dwyer was A & bo convert & i

Auc, Lonl

Cork's Flona Keating at the final

The pain
of another
final loss
hits hard

B Mary Newman

THE pain was elched on Codk
chadprder L Tracey's 1300
nfter a cne-point loss al Croke
Park 10 revals Kilkenny.
*I'm diavnstabad il's vary,
b0 e it Groks
mmmm” & PO
without sileersare.” aha said,
| supposs wa are @ little bt i
blarmie with our Show Gham and 'we
had to really battln 1o got our-
satvas ino the gama, bul we
sherwad huge chameisr foda IL°
The Kitkeagh siar was al aloss 1o

mmmmmm
il sooring hem-
salvag.

*I's wery hased 10 raally pus your
fingas on our slow starl, ol of us
hvana i Ghed beasgun Tinal
Again Teeo wWeaks apa in b
garmni-fnal,
“Weas il perses? |'m nod sure

F . mast of us have in
ﬂaw:.»mwm

oueSS i ended Up Costing us
Todiany B VW andnit ng it
thanks 1o our shaw gtan.”

ﬁf.'m'_l get o touch as it fell nlcely for her and the Cork de-
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Great Gaule

stands tall
as Kilkenny

hold their
nerve best

Cork recover from pﬁﬂr start but top Cats exact
revenge for agonising defeats of 2017 and 2018

COLM
KEYS

KILKENNY

d

3
12

CORK

ki pREL Al U roriE CARE

PE FIMAL

THEAE were opoe the games thai
Kilkenny had developed o bad hiabi
of hesing

Having beaten Cork inole 2006 fimal
v reclaim thie O Dadfy Cup for the first
timne in 22 vears they then cune oul on
the wrong side-of agiksing sne-poing
pyargins in the mext two deciders at
the hands of the same eppanents. A
furtieer three-point fimad loss 1o Galway
iry alve 200% final reised gerestions aboun
their rerve ina il batele

But their 2020 win wenl S0 way
to albaving thin amdd o they lave
purged the memory of those painful
2007 and 2008 losses 1o Cork. and a fur-
theer one-point semi-fing ks to them
East vear, b inllicting something simi-
ilar on the Rebels here, This will have
el goad.

Kilkenny were defiont down an

CLIONA :
FOLEY -

AFTER avear of mviul losses on
anndl off the fiedd, Kilkenny st kep
believing that Lady | ck would urm
for :l-u.mm:l lyee fineally did.
Management were hit by ingic
TH-lllnh- beneavements, phiyers o1
"ﬁ)'ﬂjlﬂiﬁ. nothing seemed
to go right ||'l!m.}t1 they just kept
uck would change and
W’IEIW;N HT“H"IIHH critical thne,
break came whien super-sub
Sophie Dwyer poutced on a mis-up

ahsorbing home siretch, The officia
attendance was Y3426 and sone of
thoee from other counties had already
trailed away but the noise that emin-
nated was really something as the sli-
odar bobhed arcund as i it had entered
the chamber of a pinball machine.

Every ball bocame a contest that fely
like everything vwas hinging on it in
those closing maaments and it needed
cilm heads.

Building
Kilkesny just had 4 couple more of
those, Irom Grooe Walsh whose inter-
cepMion At one end lod 1o the winming
soome ol the other amd Denise Gaube
who converted the free from 45
metres, having missed one earlier, thad
pushed Kilkenmny one point clear for
the kast time and then made a couple
of blocks beneath the Cusack S1and
ot prevented Cork from buoilding
[urileer

Cork did hoave a chance and Ashling
Thompson was brave enough b fake it
as tme pushed well past the four min-
wtes to e added but her shat drified
wide and that was referee Bay Relly's
cue o bring it to @ cose, a 15th senior
tithe for Kitkenmnv and an eighh lnal
win over Cork.

For Cork there was higter disappsoint-

in the Cork goalmouth 1o bag the vieal
SEtheaminace gool thar put tem bock
ini i e,

And deep in mbled-time, when
alongrange chance iedl o Cork's
Ashling Thompson and you'd have ‘bet
vionur oese” om heer earning 2 replay,
the shot drilted wide, ulhﬁl'r[in'_v Ligy
ol the scades i ilwir Bvour,

“Wie've had 4 bt of hardship and bad
Tuck i e growip during tle vear and
we said il ourselves, we're going 1o gel
that luck somewhene.” said winning
manager Brian Dowling who looked
like I'd plaved the whole 66 minutes
himsell.

“Wie kept saying that something’s
going oo chumgse mad we gob i ioday on

meend. Theey had been completely out of
w0r1% for the openiing 20 menutes, just
as they had been against Wall:rfurd
in their semi-final, and fell six
bchimd to opponents thal were rI].
bvpassing Laura Treacy’s placement as
SR

But they worked their way back into
the game, Fiona Keatings brilliant
solo goal the catalyst, and when they
ran al Kilkenny it was clear that their
athleticizm could potentially make the
difference.

Hannah Loonev and Karing Mackey
were both neowpznn in e hall-forward
ling as they used eir unning power
to curve holes in the cover.

The end product dichit alvways come
off for Looasey and there were a lew
overconked passes but the pace that
Cork could summon through her and
Mackey looked ke @t could create

openings once they got a festhold in

the game, But their plov of plaving
Chiloe Sigerson wp front as a sole tar-
gel on balance, dida’t work. She was
beft with a Lot to do and with Kilkenny
placing Ciar Phelan back 10 support
Walsh, the inside line never really
threatensd

In contrast Kilhrnn? head Miriam
Walsh at the other end doing real dam-
e whien the ball went in She scored
three points and won two more frees
that were converted, incleding the
winner when Ciara O°5ullivan pulled
her down

MNervaless

There may have been claims from
Cork that Walsh's hand went in first
but clearly the initial tackle from

Cork player was high and Gaule was

nerveless in the follow op.

It was a magmificent second half and
the sides wene level six imes. B Cork

leoked to have made the decisive move
when they pushed two points clear,
I to 0-12, on 55 minuees after Amy
OrConnor pointed a free, svwarded for
® Kl et courig gl
COoMmy
while there was an ;{Emmﬂ:rﬁ
aboue the breaks for
DwWo Imntes m:rhernﬁum Sophie
Drwyer's first time finish was clinical.
In the build up Katie Nolan, abways
a hive of activity, got anound Treacy
and laid off o Julianne Malone whose
inltkal shotwas half defbected. The spin
off that appeared 1w deceive Thomp-
son who was hmkmmhmwrﬂd she
e, allowing Xi Lo Snap
:p:jhutﬂmemHedmnh}'Am:-'
Lee but Dwyer was ready and walting
and made no mistake (o reslone  oibe-

point lead for Kilkenny,
All afternoan Mackey had been find-

ing the type of gaps she got through

r

Kilkenny manager Brian Dowding is
congratulated by his wife Alison

thae biggmest chy of all;” he wdmittecd. “Tn

e st mavhe we didn't but today we
anot thee huck andd Cork didit and that
was the dillerenoe.

“Commieg up the home stretch it
boked kike it was going to o replay but.
in Fairmess 1o these girs, ey always
fined 3wy somehow” he said

*I1% oot prewcud Tar iy et but thiey
2ot there im the end and wene so hagpy
to b Alkfretand champions”

Mot B thee first e did 2 Kilkenny
huerhiing mekmager pat Gith ina relative
unknovwn wha'd been showing upwell
i training,

~Sophie made a big decision at the
stiart of the vear, she stepped avway
[romn the intermediate panel, wanted
to push hard for the senior panel. She
wasn't getting any game-time but she
shawved form in training a few wecks
o and pushed herseil in there. Came

o against Dublin, got a point, cume
on agains Calwayand got 2 point 5.1
Enew she coudd doin”

Kilkenny had plenty of other heroes
all over the pitch. not beast Grace Walsh
who, it was reveabed, ook a bad hang -
im the stomusch efore half-time vel
wouldn't coumtenanoe niol returming to
the Geld of play.

Famous
Miriany Mafone ed the charge from
the off and when palled deeper won
the winning 62nd-minuie frec. Denise
Gaube wﬂ.s:ﬁnndmr keeping bher
Fmous cool bo slok it dns.;num
an easber onie fee miﬂumﬁ'w
.ﬂndnsummngﬂjﬂuﬂlm



chande, on the biggest stege, and she
ook it

As Twrobe on these pages on Saturdy,
[ believes it was going 1o come downio
a moment of meagic orone picce of phy
= amnd in the end it did.

Deenise Goaale lrad missed two scores
froam frees before the key [nee in the
¢i2nsd] minaete aoed it bood: o gt ianount
of resilience 1o step up and put Kilk-
cnny ahead

-.r.hL"ﬂ “wm“‘;lj.{:"m Wiksh, whiwas
the epitome m’lu'uh'hll-ﬂﬁ.ﬂh: toke m
heavy knocks and ooked in quite a bit
of pain in the first half. yet she had an

outstanding second hall. sieadying the

ship and net letting a tall by her.

; ﬁl you have to give huge credit o
Cork for the purt m?'kﬂmwmmukhﬂ
this wiat it was. Cork being Cork, they

On the
charge:
Katie Molan
of Kilkenny
in actian
against
Mu

ol
e
the sendor
Al-dreland

‘| couldn’t be more proud

camogie final
at Croke Park

Aue Lol

Gaelic Games: All-Ireland Finals Special | Sport | (]

of the players’ - Twomey

DONNCHADH
BOYLE

BY Hi5 own admission, Cork .
camtiigie manager Manhew Twomey
was shll trving o 2et his head
around it all in the Croke Park
additerium as he stood in the bowels
of the Hosgan Stand,

His mind was full of regrets and
“what ifs" after socing his side come
o shaort in o threllng Al-Frebsnd
final for the second year on the spin

Ivwas abso the second successie
Tmlgt“hmﬂn lil= side sbeepvmliled
thro warly stages, Against
‘Waterford last time oul they didn'
score (o 34 mimees. Thistime
arciumd b ook tsem 30 mintes (o
el of the scarchaard,

“What we can’t fatham ourselves is
| the start ggain,” Twonsey said,

“Ldant know, because we dida
o it all yezr amd i b B in @ g
final mdmﬁl!—lrﬂnﬂdﬁmlsz‘]un
| unreal And we had a couple
| opportunities, thai was the thing.

"Before we sbored we hasl an
appartiendty o two goals but we just
| Bk the wrong option again wikich
| is criminal i gantes like this, We
| could have had two goals and Fiona
| [Keating) goe the goal. but look . . =
| Thedsappointment with the sgan
*was eiched on his lnee, Despite
tha. they worked theneshees hack

bl they' can win amy game and they | bevel by hali-time and were within
THIVET Ve L. | touching distance of ghory down the
All the same, Im thrilled Kilkennywill | home stradght.
gﬂlu:mnprmkm'lmy.‘.\'hmlbwwml “0n the S4th minute | looked up
i 2020 they couldn’ celebraie as they | at the clock and youw are two points
wanted bt they shoubd make mmends !upaudmnr:kjndn{mjng_ismls

PN
Your b b Bk your hat ofl 6o Brian |
who tosk over the team in | the

our day?” Twomey conlinued,
“And we were il trving o dio
right things and then vou get a

Doveling.
2020 and haswon two All-irelinds and | break like that with the goal, They

oneE  tithe. ot their dander up wnd it was very
Aler a mumber of girds this | hard o claay it back.
ghﬂmﬂ hmnﬁ:ﬁm “Fair play to Kilkenoy, they are
o o evierynme: in their an awesome leam when they get

Thie plavers o0 steck swith him over | ko a posision ke tea We find il

the lost three years,
vision and doing

ing into his
ing askied of

| very disappointing becawse [ can't
panpoind tse sfart again. o go 20

them 1o make it a reality - and now | minwtes without a score sgaii,

thieyve
rewnd

reaped  their well-deserved | there's o logical reason,
I *We thought it was a freak thing

Cork manager Matthw Towomey

with the Waterford game bt |
was &0 prowud of the players, the
charzcter they shawed t cone back
and he bevel a1 hall-rime.

“Wie remained colm ar half-rinpe
and trigd to bring the process into
it the second half was nip s nck
Al then 1o g0 fwo poinis up vou
should be linishing out the game,
bt that's i

Through athrilling linish, the
pame swikng back and farih, The
Kilkenrmy poal was crucial, coming
with less than two minobes of 5
normeal e oo ploy, Aniniial st
wias bocked and a back- i
Amy Lee coubd ondy bkt it out.
Waiting there was Kilkenny sub
Sophie Dwyer to power hoame,

“The defence has been superb
all vear, the girls have been
unhelicvable, Anyame wihe got 2 goal
carned i afl us and it was just a bad
bresk and the ball Micked up. Ay
was back- tracking and it was haieed
ot amndl it happensd tofall o a
Kilkenmny plaver. When your mame is
g:-rlljfu cup, It s on the cup” Twomey
=]

Cork levelled it wp onoe more
before Dentse Gaule hebd her nerve
Lo il i late free, Cork worked one
muore chanee, which eame a full

mingine afver the allotied injery time
wak plaved. Ashling Thompson's
elfort fell marmondy wide,

“Iwas thinking she’s the right
perzodi o bave ihe ball, o be konest
with vow, 1§ vou were o give anvane
i thie feam a ball ke that it would
have Been Ashling. It just went wide,
she haal the coursge [ ke it o
andd have a 2o and we worked 1 great
move ta get her into position bt . .

- itwas hapd” sald Twamey,

*This ks the second AllIncland final
we are after losing. Wi are getting
sick of people telling ws we are
Fosing great AL Irebands because i
mpeans nothing (o us, When vou loak
ni the plavers | couddn't be nsone
prodiel of them. From day one when
wie ot invalvied widh them they save
bz absoduiely Increditile aml I'm
gutted for them.

T et over it and miove on but
P gaged for then, they deserve
mioee W got 1o three finals. vou can
be proand of that, but (o kose two of
thént, obvicushy today |s the one we
wamt hub we were that 14 £hort,

Fruitful

Cark camogple enjeved a (ruitiul
year, competing i four finals
aoroas L-16, miner, iMermediate
adtel senbor, winming the Arst two
and comtributed handsomely 1oa
thriller bere. But after the second
All-Ireland finad defeat ina row, it
was dilficult to find comfort.

It is no consalation, we were (old
that lase vear [that they had been
part of a great final] and we are here
Again, We just know what we have fo
do novw get a (ipping win.

“But the plavers are Imumense, I'm
0 prowd of them, M'm extremely
proud ta e their manager. All vou
wanl off a team is vo give it theirall
and they leve done that numerous
thrves over the vears = and i my
reign they have done it every game,
given thetrall,

“We lost a few plavers during the
vears, we hiavie a panel s 1 know
CGalway and Kilkenmy are the same.
They st pln bt just iadking
ahout Cork, they are huge losses, We
had a lataf in enced plavers
oul there as well who will learn
mEaively fram this”

Jack MeGrath Cup

W=

Cosgrove’s 84-second hat-trick secures ‘unreal’ Antrim success

z their way over the line in @ marathon
semi-finsl sgminst Clare,
ECITY Lol Stamocs e
whowis ap figure im this
ALLRELARD FREMIER JURIGR FIAL ame foo, wiks incredulous at what
e “——  had been achieved, particularly as.
ANTRIM, amed In panticular Dervia Amwmammmh
Cosgrove, went goal crazy 1o mark thetr lifee -
Souny% secoud R bTWRRGIEE iy (he et Of v b
e vy {119 [
Glen Dimplex All-freland Premier tears, "1 don't think I can belleve iL
Junbor tite. i Ihl’lshjrl:tmﬂ.lmﬂdmmiamj
COSEINe Finishisd " R Firs ti in Crolee
i pekinslonilate Sl
quarter il 1 the win
d,,.mphmfmmmwm“mm mmilhi 5
runnersup : It and so special and
piosae of !hmFI"rqq.tb:mpnuiJIc 10 see evervinaly here, all it
m[ﬁrﬁi@uhﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬂmﬂ support, 105 amaping fo see so nemy
free in the second-hall of the second  here. People thoeght we'd mo chance
period of exirime asthey clawed - of the start of the year and they even

theat
lalerimg the brsicle of the Antrim
upright.

Farmer Cork star Cu
H:sadugrrl’nrﬁrﬁ. ng
m-npulnhl: uﬂmﬁnﬁupﬂlf:am
chanee , ol L su
ﬂﬂﬂdmﬂm= i
marked in the second half. Donnelly
il provide five points and had nine
scorers in todad but it was all abou
the three-poiniers.
SCORERS - tewes

BL =y
Dy, E Mese, B My e £

BLF by REE Lk
O-F MieAnde |
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FLAYER OF
THE MATCH
Mliriam Walsh

(Kilkenny)

Scored three points
antd v e freses =
mcliding the winner
- that ultimately made the difference.
Wakh was a powerful presence at full.

forward, presenting Libby Coppinger
wath a real challenge.

TALKING POINT

These were the type of games I:hat .
Kafkenmy wsed to lose, but their
willingness to bawtbe and hang in
agasist a moee athletic Cork team was

Mo halding back:
Kilkenny's Michelle Teehan
is tackled by Cork’s
Katrina Mackey during
yesterday's Glen Dimplex
All-lretand Sendor Carmogie
final at Croloe Park

FLARAS ChOHEACHAISPORTSFLE

| admirable and they got the breaks to

miake up for some of the aganising final
defeats i the last decade. Also the
quality of the game was noteworthy,
with enough physical contact permitced
it bot it Flonw propedy.

MAGIC MOMENT

It wais a tag-quality final, but poinis
from Katrina Mackey and Sasirse
MecCarthy along the Cusack Stand side
n the second half really stood out.

MATCH STATISTICS
Wides

Kilkenny T {6 fiest half)

;:g;kziuumHamH Méabh Murphy
Katkenny 0

ATTENDAMCE

23426
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for heer thind poaint (o restore parity and
ileag pave Cork momeniwn again, But
il final push wasn't there and maybe
at that stage, the cllon to get back mto
the game alter such o poor start told.

Miriam Walsh and Gavle had hoth
been instrumental in buflding - that
socpadnt bewd by the 15th miknuie with
Gaule’s second point and Kilkenoy’s
sixth a brilliant over the shoulder
strike Inomn 45 metres.

Mackey served notice of her pace and
tae roae which would best serve Cork
when she cul through but was denied
by & last gasp Groce Walsh tackle on I7
naimutes,

But then the breakthmough from
another one of those powerful Cork
runmers 45 Keating surged 30 metres
of 20 minutes W pub some spark in
their team with their goal,

Katie MNolan wmed supplier for
Michacla Kenneally o defuse the
energy building around Cmthm::&z
brielly and O'Connor begun o
meere dangerous with her runs.,

A free after Thompson was fouled,
followed by Keating and Mackey points
had them level Ty thee break 1-4 to 07,

Sublime

| The lead changed hands five times

between hall-time and the 50th min-
ute and two of Cork’s lead scores in
that sequenge were sublime, one from
Mackey as she hugged the sideline for
17 o 09, and then Sacirse McCarthy,
after Nolan had bevelled from o free,
with a powerful run and strike down
the same flank for 1-8 1o 0-10.

But Kilkenny kept hanging in with
ihe influential Nolan continuing to
punish fouls on Katie Power who had
mowved inside for the dosing quarter
after going head-to-head with Thomp-
son for 5o

The quality of striking and the
exchanges added greatly to the enter-
tainmem value. The rule have
really benefited the game and there
wits enough contact permitted to allow
this game to flow at the perfiect pitch,

Cork will look m their poor start
and also some moves that were over
prescribed but Kilkenny had 11 wides
throwghout which tells it ovn story on
territory. At times it booked like Cork
would out run them but Kilkenny just
brought thet Hetle bit mone consistency
to Uher game.

SOORERS - Milcemry K Moksn 35 [3); MWk, © Gacle
) -3 e & Dvwrper 1 T Fitogeratd, M Koy 01 pach,.
Corlc A (Mnonor 8 {57 F iCeating 12 K Machiny -3 5
MoCany M kooney &1 e

ILKERGITY - A Mormiv M Tochion, GWabe T Fisgeabd §
Fiogeaid € i, W Doy, L Mol K Power ) Midong, 1
Ewwaly, M OComal D M iNakh, B Melen, Sl §
(O sl Coobp Mt
MeCar, e g F R AThomparn Kk
T o B
Cabutyes Sor Sagerion (K1) o

REY =R ¥y gkdarv)

that changed on the biggest day

Prondergast moted, itwasa'ladl luck
Bt Kilkeneny's sebentless pursuit
and effor that earned this vidlory,
panticulary to put Thompson's ke
v alightly ol i@

“We just had o keep the pressure on,
we o give o wentil the ol whisthe
sl maybe just o bt of pressie in her
eyvelime wars what we done 1o get us
ower Ulve line todun” she sall

Victorywas partiosherly specisl
for midficlder Kntic Power, forced
b sttt their 2020 viclony from the

dner breaking her kneccap ino
[reak tminingg ground incident.

“To miss gt o H020 il il sl
and the heartbresak that this (eam
Has gone througli in the st 12

uvonths with desths, with injuries and
w hasterver v thro ot us, wie just
B commings beeck” she said,

1 ko s acTicli Tt e sparit i
this group. whatever was thrown at
uswe look it and kept coning back.
s unbelievable and I'm so gratelul 1o
b stancling here sl iy family ancd
firteisdds tlat supported me through all
theim tough dayvs"

“We saidd it oay Friclay sghi im the
P peelings look o1 the anwat of
tlsinngzs: thant were theown a this geroup
this vear and here we ane, stll fighting
still imwith a chance of winning an
Al-rekand” Dovling reflected,

“We had new girls stepping up there
tamhan, the lkes of Tiflanic Fizgerakl

werd up and scored thee first poing of
thie game. She's a cormer-back, 19 years
ol g That's just incredible. That
suiris ugh the whale thing | suppose”
Losing 1o Cork by a kate injury-tinie
point in kst vear's semi-fimal was
umaderabiedly a notation et kept
them bartling 1o the end ba so 100 was
the chance 1o win and properly enjoy
their 15th tithe, unlike their surreal
Cewid A nclamd” im 2020, when
they eveniually ended their losing
strek of three finuds in-a-row but
wor in an empty staditn and never
to celelrite with their supporiens
ﬂm

They've the perfect excuse todible
the celebrating this time.

AGIFE NORRIS Tl
Played brilliantly i the semi-final

win ovar Galway. Not as busy here
But still very assured in all her work.

MICHELLE TEEHAN 7
The Flayer of the Match in thea
sami-finall A vital part of the bost
defence in the sport. 50 focused on
hear task,

GRACEWALSH B
A throbbing heartbeat of the
wictary. Foiled Katrina ofa
certain goal. Has settled so well in
the No 3 jersey.

TIFFANIE FITZGERALD 7
Struck the opening point of the

match. Won the hard ball. & brilfamt
marker who used possession wisely.

MIAMH DEELY 7
Quick feat. One of the busiest
phiryers on the pitch. Showed terrific
energy. Batthed for every crumb,

CLAIRE PHELAN T
A leadér of the Kilkenny defence.
Sées the danger well in advance.
Kept it tight and simple.

LAURA MURPHY 7
Prodisced one of the highlights of
the contest with a delightful pick-up
off the turf, Put in another shift

STEFFI FITZGERALD F
Showed grit. Mever stopped
running. Mo mnﬂmﬂ?m
curtail Hannah Leoney Ashling
Thampsan,

HATIE POWER 8
Broke forward to good effect. Also
did huge werk in and around the
back garden. The essential team
mm.mmmmwme

DEMISE GAULE 9
Character makes :I'ﬂd-.mu:-im.i-ﬁr
lﬂuﬂﬁlpuht. Played a big part
in Sophie O"Dweyver’s goal. At the
hub af the action when it mantered
most.

MICHAELA KENNEALLY 7
Grafted for every ball Kept going.
Provided an option with her selfless
tail. Up against the formidatle
Laura Treacy.

JULIANNE MALONE 7
Showed impressive industry.
Possestes pace. Her chver pass 1o
Katie Nolan for a point was among
the rreasures of the
rmm 7

heays looking for a breaking ball,
Put in the effort. The Cork defance
didn’t give away any loose change.
50 | 2

strang under pressure. Won
plenty of ball. Scored a couple of
mungpets. She could find room in a
crovwded life.

KATIE NOLAMN B
Looked dangerous anytima she

had possession. Clipped over vital
scores from play and frees. A busy
display,

BENCH IMPACT &8

Sophi¢ Dwyer came on in the

47th mindte and £he was to strike

mmmmmmmb
rmmtedfnldtl:diwmmmu

like that.

Cork
Raﬁﬂgs

es. Shart and
u& gat li!-frm
Cui:;m foot with har
MEABHMURPHY 7
mwmmm

for every scrap. Teght marker. Had 1
keep a chose watch on Katie Moban,

LBBY COPPINGER T
Fully occupied marking Miriam
Wiatsh but still found the time to
push out and play tdy passes,

MEAEH CAHALANE 7
Broke tackies and burst forward
whenevar the opportunity arose. Hit
sOme precice passes, sven in ey

LAURA HAYES 7
mmmmm with the
ball. Played soma excallent hand-
passes and went fiorward at the right
[imes. . E

LAURATREACY : |
Usteally first to the breaking ball
Drove Cork forward 5o often, If the
shmiphe pass was on, she gave it

SADIRSE McCARTHY 7
Shawed compasure to prevent an
earky polnt. Drilled over one of the
best poines. Teerific first towch,

HANMAHLOOMNEY 8
Mmmm
Supreme athlete, Went an surging
mtﬁﬂﬂ:mmtw
needed.

ASHLING THOMPSON B
However, Killkenry didn't bt her
influsence the match, Was unlucky to
see her fate shot go wide.
KATRINAMACKEY = B
Class act. Scored one of the peints
of the season in front of the Cusack
Starwd in-the second pericd. Electric
Fnﬁlthmhruiqﬂrgﬂ

| CHLOE SIGERSON
Played one of the passes of the.
tie: that bet in Katrina Mackey fora
chamce, Gave it Wona
valuable free for Amy O'Connor.
CIARA O'SULLIVAN 7
Late change to the starting 15, and

mone than did her bit. Always looking
to pounce on any stray ballinand
arcund the Kilkenny defence,




DREAM of & final de-
clibed by the dopzed-
s of 1als,

‘Cork can and Jis-
tiflably will tolk about tho
paidm of losing o seeond sue-
eessive All-lreinnd final ina
raw, bl the hiort Kikenmy
fd prior o winming in S
icberded o tiree. And so it
was that the tenacity of thoir
sepbor sard pey hawing
tradlod on five cocasbons in tha
spcoril half

I thie 2020 linnl when she

acorxd 146, Denlse Gaube was

the gem that sparkied on a
surreal December ovining inn
yaeant Croke Park. sl
wis more workomanlike thin
wondir, cilled into the middie
of the feld in the seeond half
to stem the wave of atiacks
Cork kead bosn genorating:

there from (he second guarter.

The resulfs were mived, but
fuest aa sl was called into pc-
thom En the engine noom.
ks sorvices wears

msent Katie Malan, hay-

John

ing converted o conple of
placed balls, seni o whie in
the 48th minnte and Ganls
was restored. only for her
Gith-minute cffort to hit the
oufshde of lheml-

Jast s ghe earned that
free, Miriam Waksh dpow an-
other in the s=cond mimabe of
additional thime, and Ganle's
offort was stealght and troe.
Cork scrambled bo respoml as
Huey il sncesssfully after
subatitute Sophie Dwyer’s
freakis=h S8th-minuie goal. but

Gutsy Kilkenny
stalwarts
refuse to accept
more final pain

HARD LUCK: Davy Fitzgerald commiserates with Sasirse McCarthy after
Cerk’s All-Ireland final defeat to Kilkenny. Pichore: lames Crombie/ingta

edl. Of course, it was much
more Ehan that for Kilkonny.
For the stalwarts, to [ose a

aaid: ‘Lonk, sl mipht win
I:Iﬂ'-%ea'u:rhdﬂlal'a'n'hrltﬂm
“Mirinm {5 in the form of
her Hiie ihis year. She's been
unhelievable, she's been so
cansistent for 1s. fed
far ser. The likes of Miriam
Walsh, Denlise Gaube, Clabre
Whelan, Geace Walsh, they've

lost thres finals fna mow, and
were probably guesthoning
where ithey're going. Bt they
dan't ever sleq ?

Far the matagement -
ures af Dowling and Tommy
Sheflin, this was the swesi-
mess inan otherwiss bitter

renr when (hey Iost thelr
t-:um] ones. Thres weeks after
Sheflin's younper brother
Pl died stichienly while oul
for a fog In hinrch, Dowling
s abrning e loss of his
uncks Ollver in & hokse fire,

This triumph masks
gueh tragedy, but comogle hid
saestained them; disiracted
them, comiorted them. Dowl-
ing didn'y spdalk extensively
about his own e once he-
fore the final, bt had men-
Homed how the team had

I Shefilin. “Tommy

d sei that the girls really
rallicd around him. They were
allat thie funeral and wono
there whin Tommy reeded
therm. My own inchy died as
well and the girls were vory

Eupllwrl:lm.‘

1f the team weren't dedng it
for their managenvent, the
men of the skdeline wold
have reminded them ey
shoaild also b doing i€ for
themds]ves, Thebr AEm All-Ire-
Eand tithe didn't carry an asber-
ek, bart that 18 didn't carry &
crowil either dic subiruct
from what showld kave boen

AT DCCiEion.

‘The sight of the Cark jer-
sy that had brought sabaut
the end of thair Hile defonce 12
manths ago clearly broaght
ot ithe besst i them. as they
raced inton six-point laad by
the 15th minafe. S0 much was

Ahgs Loir

going right for them, In the
hack-imse, Michelbe Toslidan
and Grace Walsh were foiling
o kel of Ll bkl ok do-
liwered by Looney and Thomp:
zan, Up fvont, Miriam Waksh
wis convering o aciile
anglos and in the l4th mdnabe
Gaule ntrodeced bersslf w
the gramne with the flrst of two
poinds i guick successkon

Brut thero wis 1 panic o
the Cork aideline, no doviation
fieckmm thee short pass game, just
acauple of pltch Incursions by
Cork conch Davy Fitzgerald to
implore Chloo Sr;'m‘m oSty
closer togoal: Such was Loo-
mey nndd ‘Thempson's dami-
nartod in e rebdd e of thodiekd
that samething woenldbave to

[

A Tul] 23 minutes plis had
passed when Corl eventually
scored, and 1t sliced the defielt
in half, Fieha Keating leaving





