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Lucy All~, ~ rsfields, taking on Ashling Moloney a~d Elai~e O'Reilly, 
Courcey Rovers. Picture: Jim Coughlan 

Sarsfields through to 
last four after cracking 
clash wtth Courceys 
Sarsfields 1-18 

Courcey Rovers 2-13 

A HUGELY entertaining, fast­
paced SE Systems quarter­
fin al on Saturday saw Sars 
beat Courcey Rovers. 

It was a frantic second half 
and both sides left it all on the 
pitch. 

The fi rst h alf was end to 
end. Saoirse McCarthy was 
doing damage, 1-3 scored by 
the 19h minute and it was 
point for point for the most 
part. 

Sars took the lead courtesy 
of a Lucy Allen point, replied 
to by McCarthy's first. By the 
end of the fu-st quarter, it was 
four points apiece. Referee Ca­
thal Egan was playing his part 
in the free flow, letting the 
players battle it out. Sars went 
a point ahead from the free­
taking accurate stick of Cliona 
Lynch, but a four -minute spell 
during which Courceys scored 
1-2 gave them a nice lead. 

Linda Collins poin ted be­
fore Rovers won the breaking 
ball around the middle of the 
pitch, the delivery was won by 
the impressive Eimear O'Re­
illy who had a hand in most of 
Rovers' good play up front. 

She passed to the in-run­
ning McCarthy who hit the 
net after Molly Lynch looked 
to have done enough to keep it 
out. 

Two Cliona Lynch frees 
either side ofan O'Reilly point 
left a goal between the sides at 
half-time. 

In the second half Sars won 
more ball around the middle 
and, with the wind at their 
backs, they pi.led on the press­
ure. They hit 1-3 inside nine 
minutes, circling Fiona Keat­
ing' s point. Two from the 
magical s tick of Orlaith Mul­
lins, one from Ella Woods and 
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a rocket of a goal from Katlyn 
Sheehan saw Sars hold a two­
point advantage. 

J acinta Crowley pointed a 
free for Rovers before three on 
the trot from Lucy Allen (2) 
and Lynch (f) put Sars in the 
driving seat. But again came 
Rovers. They needed to get the 
ball into Collins. 

If she got a yard, she woulq 
do damage. She hit 1-1 with 
Lorraine Collins hitting an­
other and Rovers were back in 
front by one. The play was fe­
verish, the chasing, hooking, 
and blocking excellent from 
both sides. 

Sars' defence were fighting 
with ever ything they had. 
Four points for Sars, two for 
Rovers as the score sat at 1-17 
to 2-12 with the clock ticking. 

Rovers missed a free, Ann 
Mari e Collins poi n ted. A 
Molly Lynch blockbuster of a 
puckout went str aight to Lucy 
Allen who put it over the bar. 
Rovers had one last chance, 
but Sars defence stood tall. 
Scorers for Sarsflelds: C Lynch 0-6 (0-
5 f, 0-1 45), L Allen 0·5, K Sheehan 1-2, 0 
Mullins 0-4, E Woods 0-1. 
Courcey Rovers: Linda Collins 1-4, S 
McCarthy 1-3, J Crowley 0-2 (f). E O'Re­
illy, Lorraine Collins, F Keating, AM Col­
lins 0· 1 each. 
SARSFIELDS: M Lynch; E Casey, E 
Murphy, T Elliot; A McNamara, A Fitzger­
ald. M Mullins; C Lynch, C Mullins; E 
Woods, L Allen, O Mullins; M Sheehan, 
S Desmond, K Sheehan. 
Subs: K Fennessy for E Woods (46), L 
Dunlea for A McNamara (53), H Herlihy 
for S Desmond (55). 
COURCEY ROVERS: S O'Reil ly; G 
O'Reilly, G Hannon, L Crowley; C Hayes, 
A Moloney E O'Reilly; J Crowley, E Ma­
guire; C O'Neill, F Keating, Lorraine Col­
II n s; Linda Collins, E O'Rei lly, S 
McCarthy. 
Subs: O Twomey and O O'Mahony for L 
Crowley and C O'Neill (48), A M Collins 
for C Hayes (54). 
Referee: Cathal Egan (Glen Rovers). 

Orlaith Mullins, Sarsfields, battling Grace O'Reilly, Courcey Rovers. 
Picture: Jim Coughlan 

St Finbarr's Aoife O'Neill hand passes while being chased by Killeagh's Ciara Daly in the senior camogie championship at Cast_le Road. 
Picture: Howard Crowd) 

St Fin rr's seal 
semi-final· spot 

■ Linda Mellerick 

Stfinbarr's 3-1 3 

Killeagh 2-11 
ST FINBARR'S made it through to the SE 
Systems senior camogie semi-final after a 
second-half battle with Ki.lleagh in Castle­
road on Saturday. 

The damage was done in the first half 
when Killeagh conceded three goals and 
were down eight points at half-ti.me. 

But Killeagh chased it and on two occa­
sions in the second half tl1ey had the gap 
down to tl1ree, but a few wides at crucial 
ti.mes and a failure to capitalise up front 
always allowed St Fi.nbarr's to pull away. 

Despite scoring just five points in that 
second period, two from play, the Barrs al­
ways looked like they could up things a 
notch and see the game out. 

Key players for both s ides, Maeve 
Cahalane and Aoi.fe Walsh, were ruled out 
after picking up injuries earlier in th e 
week .. While Cahalane was a loss to St 
Fi.nbarr's, Walsh's absence was a huge 
blow to Killeagh, who don 't have the same 
strength in depth. 

Nicole Olden was Killeagh 's tormentor 
and the experienced Walsh could have 
made a difference there. Ail Olden needed 
were two chances to strike two goals with 
her nifty play and cool finish. She laid the 
Barrs' foundation with her first on three 
minutes coming in on the left and kicking 
the initial block honie. 

Killeagh were working harder for their 
scores and, were 1-1 to 0-3 behind when 
Olden got her second goal. Killeagh, dis­
possessed by Ciara Golden outfield, were 
punished when Olden rounded and fin­
ished to the net. 

St Finbarr's lined out up front as many 
Cork teams have - Olden and Eimear 
Hurley on the square, Orlaith Cahalane 
on the 30, Gemma O'Connor a direct line 
outside her on the 45. 

O'Connor and Keeva McCarthy made it 
2-6 to 0-6, before an O'Connor strike from 
40 dipped tmder the crossbar to 0pen up a 

Killeagh's Caoimhe Harney fails to block as St Finbarr's Emma Olden clears. Picture: Howard (rowdy 

ni.ne-poirit lead and things weren't look­
ing good for the East Cork side. 

In truth, Killeagh were disappointing in 
that first half. They looked flat-footed, 
while their opponents had a spri11g in 
their step. Laura Treacy hit three good 
points, but they didn't have the scoring 
threat up front, which has hindered them 
over the past few seasons. 

They tried to address that with bold 
switches, but you need more at this level. 

The half finished 3-8 to 0-9, with Kill­
eagh coming back out with wind advan­
tage. They took the game to St Fi.nbarr's 
immediately, playing with a far greater 
intensity. Ciara Daly pointed and it was 
all Killeagh for that first 10 minutes, but 
they weren't getting the return on the 
scoreboard and a couple of stoppages kill­
ed any momentum. 

Daly won a pen.alty, which Sigerson 
netted, and Hannah Looney followed up 
wit& a point and, suddenly, there were 
just three points in it with a quarter-plus 
left to play. 

But Ciara Golden s temmed the tide 
with the Barrs' first score of the second 

half and it was an important one. Then, 
Cahalane hit two, one from a free, and 
Killeagh's huge effort was wiped out. 
They kept coming. A low free from Siger­
so n was blocked but was gathered by 
Bea usang to hit the net and we bad a goal 
margin again. 

The final minutes, including six addi­
tional, were frantic, as the Barrs sought 
an insurance point and Killeagh a level­
ler, but the Barrs were on top and drew 
fouls, leaving Cahalane to hit the last two 
points for a deserved.Barrs victory. 
Scorers for St Flnbarr's: N Olden 2-1 , 0 Cahalane 0-5 
(0-2 f, 0-1 pen); K McCarthy 0-3, G O'Connor 1-1, H 
O'Leary, S Mccartan, C Golden 0-1 each. 

Kllleagh: S Beausang 1-4 (0-4 f), C Slgerson 1-1 (1-0 
pen, 0-1 f), L Treacy 0-3, H Looney 0-2, C Daly 0-1. 

ST FINBARR'S: C Hurley; S Punch, A Egan, G Cahal­
ane; A O'Neill, E Olden, C Golden; S McCartan, A Shan­
non; K McCarthy, 0 Cahalane, H O'Leary; E Hurley, G 
O'Connor, N Olden. ( 

KILLEAGH: K M Cullinane; C Barry, N Ni Chaoimh, E 
Treacy; M O'Donovan C Sigerson, S Kent; L Treacy, H 
Looney; C Harney, K Aherne, L McEvoy; R Sheehan, S 
Beausang, C Daly. 

Sub: R Fogarty for C Barry (inj 48). 

Referee: John Horgan (Gleann na LaoQ. 



Amy O'Connor, Sean dun, has a word with referee.Niall O'~eill, after scoring,the second goal against Eire Og during Cork Senior Camogie quarter-final at Cloughduv. Picture: Jim Coughlan 

Four:-goal Amy fires 
Seandlin into semis 

Seandun 5-16 

Eire 6g ' 1-8 

CHAMPIONS Seandun are tbe fourth 
team through to the semi-finals of tbe 
SE Systems senior. camogie champion­
~hip q.fter a comprehensive win over 
Eire Og in Cloughduv on Monday. 

It was a blistering start for the divi­
sional side. From the throw-in, Lauren 
Homa n gathered possessi9n and 
pointed. 

A minute later Homan, who was 
finding plenty of space, sent a delivery 
into Amy O'Connor whose lovely con­
trolled stickwork saw her finish to the 
net. 

Another O'Connor and Hayley Ryan 
point and the score sat at 1-3 to no 
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score after four minutes. 
Matters calmed after that.as Eire 6 g 

settled. Two Margaret Herlihy frees, 
and an Ellen Crowley point matched 
Seandun's next three scores from Si­
neq.d Mµls, Ryan, and Katelyn Hickey. 

Eire Og were winning some good 50/ 
50 tussles, but they didn' t ha\te the 
scoring power of Searidun. . 

O'Connor, double marked again, 
shrugged off her challengers to dart to­
wards goal and finish off her second 
before a classy move involving Mills, 
Homan, and O'Connor saw the latter 
hit her hat-trick leaving it 3-7 to 0-5 at 

the break. 
Seandun rubber-stamped their su­

periority within two minutes of the 
restart as O'Connor hit her fourth 
goal, Seandun substituting their star 
forward a few minutes later. 

All over tbe pitch Seandun ~ere 9n 
top, but that wasn't to say that Eire Og 
didn't have their moments and they 
were rewarded for their determined ef­
fort when Siobhan Hutchinson goaled 
in additional time. 

A goal followed from Erin Curtin as 
well some lovely scores from Homan, 
Hickey, and Ryan as Seandun emptied 
their bench. 

They now -face St Finba r r's in a 
mouth-watering semi-final. 
Scorers for Seandun: A O'Connor 4-2, L Homan 0-
7 (0-21), H Ryan 0-3, E Curtin 1-0, K Hickey 0-2,S 

Mills, L McKeogh 0-1 each. 
Eire 69: M Herlihy 0-5 (f), S Hutchinson 1·0, E 
Crowley 0-2, C Beechinor 0-1. 
SEANDUN: A Lee (Na Piarsaigh); N O'Leary (Brian 
Dillon's). L McKeogh (Blackrock), E Buckley (Na 
Piarsaigh); S K Brosnan (Brian Dillon's), R De Faoite 
(Blackrock), M Scannell (Blshopstown): N Crean 
(St. Vincent's) K Hickey (Blackrock): L Homan (St. 
Vincenl's), M Murphy (Blackrock), C Coleman (Na 
Piarsaigh); A O'Connor (St. Vincent's), H Ryan 
(Blackrock), S-Mills (Brian Dillon's). 
Subs: M Coffey (Blackrock) for C Coleman (h/1), E 
Curtin (Blackrock) for A O'Connor (36), L O'Neill 
(Bishopstown) for M Murphy (44 lnj), C Ryan (Black• 
rock) for R de Faotte (46), C O'Keeffe (St Vincent's) 
for E Buckley (52). 
EIRE 6G: R Murray; F Murphy, A O'Callaghan, R 
Murphy; 0 Lynch, R Sheehan, M E Desmond; A 
McSweeney, M Gleeson; S Sheehan, E Crowley, L 
Cleary; I Sheehan, M Herlihy, S Hutchinson. 
Subs: 0 Beechlnor for R Sheehan (34), C Henchy 
for O Lynch (37). C Beechlnor lor S Sheehan (40). 
Referee: Niall O'Neill (Mldleton). 

lnnisc.arra's Aileen Sheehan fires the sliothar past Cloughduv's Aoife Barry-Murphy during the SE Systems SeniorCamogie Ch:i~~:::n~~~:~~:~ 
MTU. 



What's· in a ·name? Words 
matter in -integration process 
F

OR a while there, it 
was all quiet on the in­
tegration front, but 
now - with the ap­

pointment of former President 
Mary McAleese as cha irper­
son of the process - the mam­
moth task of unifying the GAA 
with the Camogie Association 
and the LGFA is back on the 
media agenda. (To be fair , it 
never really went away, but 
there were matches on; and 
administra tive drama, no 
matter how intriguing and 
popcorn-worthy, always takes 
a back seat to action.) 

It's encouraging to see 
someone ofMcAleese's calibre 
appointed, and important, too, 
that a woman will join Mark 
Dorman, the Croke Park chief 
who has been appointed as in­
tegration's project manager , 
to oversee the process. McA­
leese's legal and political 
brain - as weU as her repu­
tation for bridge-building -
will stand her in good stead in 
what promises to be a thorny 
and fascinating undertaking. 

Even agreeing on the need 
, for integration was an enor­
mous first step, and the urgen-

J CY of this process remains 
readily apparent. You only 
need to look at Cork's club 
scene right now, in particular 

''

Giving 
the 
sport 

the same 
name as its 
r:nascul.ine 
equivalent 
establishes at 
least the 
intention of 
parity. 

I the schedules of dual clubs 
and players. While the men 

, have the llL\:ury of hurling one 
weekend, football the next -
allowing them to both remain 
injury-free and retain their 
sanity - their female col­
leagues sometimes get less 
than 24 hours between games 
in different codes. 

CHAIRPERSON: Former President of Ireland Mary McAleese has been appointed chairperson of the integration process - the mammoth task of 
unifying the GAA with the Camogie Association and the LGFA. Picture: Ray McManus/Sportsfile 

soccer team protesting abus­
ive working conditions (while 
at the same time being scolded 
by Spain's soccer federation), 
to the English women 's r ugby 
team flying economy class to 
the World Cup (when the men 
got a chartered jet), battles for 
equality grind frustratingly 
on. But whether it's women's 
tennis; women's athletics, or 
women's basketball, giving 
the sport the same name as its 
masculine equivalent estab­
lishes at least the intention of 
parity. It acknowledges that 
we are all on the same team.­
doing the same job: in the 
naming, atleast, one is not 
alienated from the other. When it comes to inte­

gration, it's hard to know 
where to s tart first. There are 
so many knotty issues lo be 
grappled with - the time­
frame; the allocation offo,­
tures, grounds, and funding; 
the administrative s truc­

tion difficult. I was hanging 
out with a friend recently, a 
worldly person who grew up 
in multiple different countries 
and is married to a Waterford 
man. In explaining why I was 
on the pints of water , 
punctuated by the odd 

reasonably asked. "Do you 
know hurling?" I said. She 
said of course, her spouse 
watches the Waterford 
matches on GAA Go. "It's the 
women's version of hurling," I 
replied. She nodded, but was 
surprised when no fur ther 
context or explanation was 
forthcoming. I couldn't really 
explain it myself. 

were significantly different, to 
give the spor t its own name; 
there was once a time when 
carnogie was as different from 
hurling as cricket is from 
baseball. But now the only 
material difference is that ca­
mogie is played by women. 

come normalised with usage 
but which, when you really 
think about it, is very much of 
its time. I prefer the TG4 
phrase 'peil na mban' .....:. 
simple, classic, to the point. 
(Delightfully, there isn't really 
an Irish word for 'lady' , unless 
you count 'bantiarna', which 
basically translates as 
'woman-lord'.) Renaming 
ladies football as women's 
football would also solve the 
sport 's grammar problem; 
technically, there should be a 
possessive apostrophe at the 
end of 'ladies', but because the 
spor t's governing body leaves 
it out, so will 1. 

There are those who in.ight 
advocate for the retention of 
camogie, who would argue 
thatH has a distinct identity 
from h urling. And it's true 
that camogie has its own hard­
fought history. It has travelled 
a huge distance in its nearly 
120 year s of official existence, 
sometimes with suppor t from 
the GAA, sometimes without. 
To rename it women 's hurling 
would be to erase that iden­
tity, goes the argument. But as 
former Camogie Association 
president J oan O'Flynn mem­
oraply pointed out in the 2018 
RTE documentary The Game, 
'The verb is to hurl.' 

ture - that one issue has 
escaped scrutiny: the no­
menclature. Once we're all 
one association, will camo-
gie still be called camogie? 
Or will it be caUed what it 
actually is - hurling 
played by women? 

It's hard to think ofan­
other sport where the 
women's code has 
an entirely 
different 
name to the 
men's. It 
makes 
name 
recogni-

Heineken Zero, I 
said that I had 

a match at 
the wee­
kend. 

"What 
do you 
play?" she 
asked. 
"Camo­
gie," says I. 
"What's 
that?" she 

The word camogie stems 
from the stick used in the 
ear ly 1900s: if men used a 
caman, women used a cam6g, 
a smaller version of the s tan­
dard hurley. Though the · 
cam6g is now obsolete, the 
word camogie has survived all 
these years. Perhaps it made 
sense, when camogie's r ules · 

Eimear 
Ryan 

If there's one thing writers 
agree on, it's that words 
matter. When we refer to 
women's hurling as camogie 
- when we refuse to call a 
spade a spade - are we, in ef­
fect, othering the women's 
code? How can the sport be 
held in the same esteem as 
hurling when it's given an en­
tirely new label, treated like a 
different entity altogether? 

Additionally. we.cut our­
selves off from the mythical 
past when we call it camogie. 
ThEl word camogie was in­
vented in 1903, but hurling 
goes all the way back to the 
Ta.in. Why do men get to in­
herit that rich legendary past, 
but not women? • 

And then there's ladies foot­
ball: another term that has be-

I 
T'S not that a naming con­
vention automatically 
brings about equality and 
parity of esteem. You only 

need to glance at the headlines 
right now to realise that 
women's sports - and per­
haps women's team sports in 
particular - are going 
through a reckoning. 

From the Spamsh women's 

It's what we all do. It's what 
we all love. And if we're going 
to truly integrate, maybe we 
should star t by acknowledg­
ing what we share. Maybe we 
should start with names. 

) 

-Kilkenny and Cork domfnate All-Stars shortlist 
TJ Galvin 

All-IreJand ch a mpi on s 
Killcenny lead tl1e way with 11 
nominations in the shortlist of 
36 nominess for t11e 2022 PWC 
Camogie All-Stars. 

All-I reland finalists Cork 
have 10 players nominated 
while semi-finalists Wate1ford 
have seven players on the list. 

The rest of the nominees are 
made up of players from Gal­
way (five), Dublin (two) and 
Limerick (one). 

All-Ireland-winning Killeen-

ny goalkeeper Aoife Norris 
faces comp etitio n fr om 
Waterford's Brianna O'Regan 
and Cork's Amy Lee. 

They ar e joined by 14 de­
fenders, Kill<enny once again 
holding_ tlie top spot with five 
nominees, followed closely by 
Cork with fom-. 

Gal way have three de­
fenders nominated in Shauna 
Healy, Sar ah Dervan , and­
Roisin Black. Waterford are 
a lso r eco gnis ed wi t h two 
nominations in Orla Hickey 
and Iona Heffernan. 

At midfield, Cork duo Ash­
ling Thompson and Hannah 
Looney a r e fea tured with 
Waterford's Lor raine Bray, 
Kilkenny's Katie Power , and 
Galway's Aoife Donohoe. 

Kilkenny lead the nomi­
nations in the forward divi­
sion once again with Julianne 
Malone, Denise Gaule, Ka tie 
Nolan, and Miriam Walsh all 
acknowledged. 

The s h ortli s t of n omi ­
na tions for Manager of the 
Year are Kilken ny-'s Brian 
Dowling, Brian Kearney and 

Mark McFadden of Ant rim 
and Galway's Catha! Murray. 
PwC Camogle All-Stars Nominations 
2022 

Goalkeepers: Amy Lee (Cork), Aoife 
Norris (KIikenny), Brianna o· Regan 
(Waterford); corner-back: Libby Cop­
pinger (Cork), Michelle Teehan (Kilken­
ny), Shauna Healy (Galway) , Tiffanie 
Fitzgerald (Kilkenny): full-back: Grace 
Walsh (KIikenny) . Iona Heffernan 
(Waterford) , Sarah Dervan (Galway): 
half-back: l aura Hayes (Cork) , Laura 
Murphy (Kilkenny), Orla Hickey (Water­
ford), Saoirse McCarthy (Cork): centre­
back: Claire Phelan (Kilkenny), Laura 
Treacy (Cork) , Roisln Black (Galway) : 
midfield: Aoife Donohue (Galway). Ash-

ling Thompson (Cork), Hannah Looney 
(Cork), Katie Power (Kilkenny), Lorraine 
Bray (Waterford): half-forward: Abby 
Flynn (Waterford), Caoimhe Costello 
(Limerick), Denise Gaule (Kilkenny), Jul: 
ianne Malone (Ki lkenny): centre-for­
ward: Aisling Maher (Dublin), Beth Car­
ton (Waterford). Fiona Keating (Cork); 
comer-forward: Aisling o· Neill (Dublin). 
Katie Nolan (Kilkenny), Katriona Mackey 
(Cork), Niamh Rockett (Waterford); full­
forward: Ailish O' Reilly (Galway). Amy 
O' Connor (Cork), Miriam Walsh (Kilken­
ny). 

Manager of the Year: Brian Dowling 
(Kilkenny), Brian Kearney and Mark 
McFadden (Antrim). Catha! Murray (Gal­
way). 



We must ensure women don't lose 
o,ut again in integration process 
E IMEAR RYAN wrote a 

great column this 
week on the appoint­
ment of Mary McA-

leese as chairperson of the 
process that is intended to 
lead to the integration of the 
GAA, the LGFA, and the Ca­
mogie Association. 

The column ranged across 
the historyofthever y name­
camogie - and what its ori­
gins and status might m ean. 

It also addressed the issue of 
the naming of Gaelic football 
as played by women as 'Ladies 
football'. 

Eimear Ryan made the 
point that changing the name 
would not in itself of course 
bring about equality and par­
ity of esteem. And she ac­
knowledged also that there 
were those who would argue 
against such a change and 
would "advocate for the reten­
tion of camogie", not least be­
cause "it has a distinct iden­
tity from hurling". 

And all of that is true. 
s 

men and women in terms of 
the playing of sport. 

Itis more than symbolic. In­
stead, it is rooted in a mindset 
whose legacy lives on. 

In practical terms, tl1e ac­
cess to facilities must be re­
solved. The bottom line is tl1at 
the families who paid for the 
construction of GAA clubs do 
not ordinarily prize their sons 
above their daughters. 

It may be that when they · 
contributed to tl1e establish­
ment ofGAA grounds, it was 
for the playing of Gaelic foot­
ball and hur ling, and that ca­
mogie or ladies football were 
either not prominent or not 
played at all. 

Camogie Association, I can a t 
test to the need for change. 

The reality of relations be­
tween botl1 associations is re­
vealed regularly in a calendar 
of play in which girls and 
women who wish to play both 
games are poorly served. This 
is bad enough when the girls 
are youn g teenagers, but it is 
entirely wrong as they move 
through the ranks to minor 
and beyond. 

There is no serious expert 
in sports science who will 
agree that it is appropriate to 
schedule serious champion­
ship matches within 24 hours 
of each other, let alone on the 
same day. 

And yet this is something 
that happens time a nd again 
witl1 ladies.football a nd camo­
gie. 

The integra tion of a proper 
cal endar of play b e twee n 
these two sports would be of 
enormous benefit; that such a 
tlting need even be asked for is 
a clear indication of the scale 
of the challenge. Just as it is true that 

"Ladies Football" was so 
named a t the beginning of the 
1970s wh en the LGFA was 
founded. 

Dublin ladies footballer and Lidl ambassador, Carla Rowe with students from O'Fiach College.in Dundalk at 
the launch of Lidl?s #SeriousSupport Schools Programme. Picture: Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile 

·But that is a consequence of 
the socia.l mores of the age, not 
a conscious decision to privi­
lege boys and exclude girls. It 
is now widely understood that 
gi.r)s can love sportjtis t as 
much as boys, are as competi­
tive as boys, want to train as . 
much as boys, and so on. 
There is a moral imperative to 
acknowledge this and estab­
lish parity of access. 

. But there are other chal­
lenges with integration. 

It is not jus t in the creation 
of risk for clu-onic injury that 
chan ge must come. It is also a 
basic fact tha t between the 
cost of me mber ships, ins ur­
a nce, a nd playing gear , it is 
more expensive for ma ny girls 
to play spor t t ha n i t is for 
boys. There is no justification 
for allowing this to continue to 
happen. 

Both names were reflective 
of the discrimination against 
women tha t was evident in the 
sporting world of their coin­
ing. And reflective also of the 
wider societal discrimination 
of the time. 

In respect of camogie - so­
named in the early 1900s - the 
discrimination was all the 
greater. But even in the 1970s 
when the LGFA was formed, 
the-scale of abuse of women 
who wished to play sport was 
immense. 

The very fact of the choice of 
names which distinguished 
the games to be played by 
Irish women and girls from 
those played already by Irish 
men and boys was emblematic 
of the structural inequalities 
in Irish sport. 

There is no n eed to rehearse 
again here the scale of these 

inequalities, except to say that 
in both the early 1900s and the 
early 1970s there was no 
organisation to cater 
for Irish women to 
play soccer or rugby, 
or to box, or to engage 
in all manner of 
meaningful sporting 
competition . . 

It says much for 
the nature of 
Irish society 
and its 
sporting 
world that 
the estab­
lishment 
ofassoci­
ationsfor 
women 
to play 
hurling 
and 

Gaelic football could only be 
under taken under the dis­
guise of differ~nt names. 

Apparently, it would be an 
affront to the manliness of 
the Irish male that Irish 

:r women should actually be 
considered capable of play­

ing the same game as them. 
Suchan 

affront would 
devalue not just 
the worth of 
men, but also 

Paul 
Rou 

the games that they played. 
It is entirely logical to argue 

that having pursued a particu­
lar path which was forced 
upon women, they should now 
be loath to change and should 
cherish the name that denoted 
the sports which they built for 
themselves. 

But it is also the case that 
the very fact of the name is the 
product of a time and a mode 
of thought that presented 
women as incapable, un­
worthy, and - ultimately -
justly unequal. 

The conversation around 
the names to be used might be 
considered mere window­
dressing on the substance of 
the challenge which is in­
volved in integration. This is 
not true. It gets to the very 
heart of the fracture between 

The fact that eve!'y signifi­
cant sporting body must by 
necessity create its own offi­
cial scaffolding - officers , 
rules, a constitution, commer­
cial partners, traditions, prac­
tices, and much else - means 
that integration might mean a 
certain loss of control and 
maybe even of prestige. It 
need not necessarily happert, 
but the fear of it is real. 

This is notju!it a potential 
tension between officers of the 
GAA and th·ose of the associ­
ations which are now to join it 
in an integration process; it is 
also a process in which the 
LGFA and the Camogie As­
sociation must also reach an 
accommodation with each 
other. 

This will be no s traightfor­
ward matter. Having been in­
volved with teams that are af­
filiated to the LGFA and the 

· And yet there a re grounds 
for optimism. The people who 
volunteer in clubs a re ord i­
na rily decent a nd want to do 
the ir best for everyone. This 
decency and desire to do good 
is wha t can underpin the inte­
gra tion pr oject to be led• by 
Mar y McAleese. 

Her appointment is a clear 
indication that this is a seri­
ous process . The expectation 
is one o'f success a nd not fail­
ure . It cannot happen soon 
enough. 

■ Paul Rouse is professor of his• 
tory at University College Dublin 

Kil orer champs 
a er close contest 
Kildorrery 2-8 

Millstreet 1-9 

THE last adult camogie cha~pionship 
final of the season saw _K1ldorr~ry 
crowned SE Systems Jumor 13-a-s~de 
champions as they overcame_ Mill­
street in a close contest on the B1shop-
stown 4G pitch recently. . 

Conditions were ch.alle ngm g for 
both sides. A strong wind and heavy 
rain made it hard on eveqrone. . 

The sides had m et prev10usly m the 
group stages where Millstreet c~me 
out winners and this time i! went right 
down to the wire as both sides battled 
to take the title. . . 

Millstreet played with the wmd m 
I the opening half and were first on the 
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scoreboard with a Kate O'Keeffe point, 
but Kildorrey settled quickly with a 
Sally McCarthy goal, McCarthy then 
followed up with a 45. 

Kildorrery kept the pressure on and 
added to their tally with a n Aoife 
Noonan point to help open up a four­
pointlead. 

Millstreet didn't panic and worked 
their way back to within a point with 
three points without r eply from 
O'Keeffe. 

Then 20 minutes in Kildorrey 
grabbed their second goal with Ciara 
Palmer blocking down a clearance be-

fore finishing to the net to break th e 
Millstreet momentum just as t hey 
were beginning to gain a grip on pro-
ceedings. . 

Kildorrery battled to extend their 
lead and a Judy McCarthy point put 
them five points clear. . 

As half-time approached, Millstreet 
won .a 20m free and it took a s uperb 
save a nd clearance from Aoife Hen­
nessy to deny them a goal and it was 
Kildor rey wh o led 2-4 to 0-4 a t t he 
break. 

Mills treet were against the elements 
but made a great start to the second 
half as they cut the deficit with a quick 
Ellen Cronin point a nd an O'Keeffe 
goal. 

McCarthy steadied Kildorrey but 
Millstreet hit another purple patch. 

Three points in a row from O'Keeffe 
made it 1-9 to 2-5. 

A McCarthy free levelled matters be· 
fore she put Kildorre}'. a_point ciear. 

Neither side was givmg an m ch as 
they battled for possession a~d as the 
game entered injury-time K1ldorrey 
won a free which McCarthy converted. 
Scorers for Klldorrery: S McCarthy 1-6 (0-4 1• 0• 1 
45). C Palmer 1-0, A Noonan, J McCarthy 0-1 each. 
Mllletreet: K O'Keeffe 1-8, E Cronin 0-1. . 
KILDORRERY: A Hennessy; L Hanley, S Coughlan, 
N Mullins E O'Connor. F O'Flynn; A Keating, J 
McCarthy; K Barry, S McCarthy, A Noonan; 0 
Quaid, C Palmer. 
MILLSTREET: L Corcoran; C Brophy, E Lawlor; E 

Cronin, B Moynihan. M Mo~t~~~P~Yu~~
8
6'·~e~fftF 

nor; c Murphy, A Barry. • 

~~::~· C Coilins for U Buckley, C O'Keette for D 
Murphy, o O'Leary for A Barry. 



The Echo Player of the Match in SE Systems Ju~ior C camogie cham­
pionship final, Jennifer Barry, is presented with her trophy by Co­
lette O'Neill 

Ballyhea look for 
Win to ensure 
their progression 
WE are at the quarter-final 
and semi-final stages of the 
SE Systems Junior A and B 
championships, whilst the 
Junior C camogie title has al­
ready been decided with 
Bride Rovers overcoming 
Midleton. 

INTERMEDIATE 
The last round of the SE 

Systems Intermediate camo­
gie championship takes place 
this weekend. 

Ballyhea meet Valley · 
Rovers in Blarney at 4.30pm 
today, while tomorrow Na 
Piarsaigh meet Watergras­
hill in Kilworth at noon. 

Brian Dillon's and Charle-I ville meet at 2pm and Black­
rock meet Newtownsh an­
drum at 4.30pm. Both games 
are in Castle Road. 

At this stage, Blackrock 
ar e top of group one on 12 
points and will qualify. 

Ballyhea are on nine and a 
wi n over Valley Rovers 
would put them through. 
\\ Valley Rovers and New­
towns handrum are hot on 
Balyhea's heels, both are on 
six points, arrd if both were to 
win, it will got down to scor­
ing difference for the second 
place spot. 
. Aghabullogue are top of 
group two and Na Piarsaigh 
will secure the second place 
here as neither can be over­
taken by results of remaining 
games. 

JUNIOR A 
Tn the SE Systems Junior 

A camogie championship the 
semi-finals are down for 
decision on October 16th and 
here Tracton will take on 
Ballinora and it will be Bal­
linhassig versus Castlelyons. 

JUNIORB 
In the SE Systems Junior B 

championship we are down 
to the quarter fmals this wee­
kend. 

Youghal have a home 
venue for their clll.sh with 
Kilbree, whilst Inniscarra 2 
are at home for their meeting 
with Banteer. 

The winners of these 
games will meet Aghada and 
Bishopstown , who both se­
cured their semi-finals spots 
as group winners. 
·' 

JUNIOR C 
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Bride Rovers 4-3 
Midleton 0-5 

Bride Rovers took the SE 
Systems junior C camogie 
title as they overcame Midle­
ton in a game where goals 
proved vital. , 

Grace Kearney had Bride 
Rovers on the scoreboard 
with the game's opening goal 
and they followed up with a 
point from a Jennifer Barry 
free and two from play from 
Chloe O' Flynn helping them 
to lead 1-3 to 0-2 at the break. 

Midleton kept in touch in 
the opening thirty minutes 
with Abbie Foley converting 
two frees. 

Bride Rovers are a very ex­
perienced outfit and they put 
the young Midleton side 
under pressure from the rest­
art with substitute Katie 
Quirke prominent in their at­
tack as she struck for three 
goals. 

Midleton battled hard but 
a string Bride Rovers defence 
held firm Rebecca Cassidy 
had a Midleton point from 
play whilst Abbie Foley and 
Vivienne Gleeson converted 
frees as they worked hard to 
get something from the game 
but a focused Bride Rovers 
side who dug deep to ensure 
the title was secured. 

Jennifer Barry was named 
as The Echo player of the 
Match following a superb 
performance as h er sides 
were crowned champions. 
Scorers for Bride Rovere: K Quirke 3-
0, G Kearney 1-0, C O' Flynn 0-2, J 
Barry 0·1 (f). 
Mldleton: A Foley 0-3 (fs), R Cassidy, 
V Gleeson (f) 0· 1 each. 
Bride Rovere: C Barry; M Parle, E 

. Barry, TO' Sullivan; A Hoare, J Barry, C 
Hazelwood; S O' Sullivan, A Barry; C 
O' Flynn, A O' Connor, L Murray; G 
Kearney, G Cahill, S Hayes. 
Subs: K Quirke for S Hayes, K Roddls 
for G Kearney, N Parle for A Barry, E 
Roche for TO' Sullivan, A Murray for A 
O'Connor. 
Mldleton: J Connaughton; M Kelly, L 
Hogan, R Hennessey; M Beausang, y 
Abernethy, A Fitzgerald; L Wallis, V 
Gleeson; A Foley, E O'Sullivan, J Kee­
gan-O'Connell; S Beausang, R Cas­
sidy, H Power. 
Subs: C Cronin for M Kelly, R Power for 
H Power, S NI Theangana for E O'Sulli­
van. 

Cloughduv's Aisling Kelleher pulls away from lnniscarra's Aine O'Regan at MTU. Picture: Howard Crowd) 
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THREE of the .four quarter-finals went 
close to the wire in recent days. 

Cloughduv gave strong favourites In­
niscarra a ferocious challenge and it was 
only in additional time that Scarra pulled 
clear with tlrree unanswered points from . 
Aileen Sheehan. It was the first time that 
such space had opened up. 

Inniscarra's experience and calmness 
in those closing stages was crystal clear. 
Cloughduv needed to grab every oppor­
hmity if they were going to get over this 
hurdle and there were a few frees in the 
opening half that went wide of the post. 

Cloughduv's workrate was phenomenal 
and to come back from four points down at 
half-time to draw level spoke volumes of 
their spirit. What caught them al times 
was their first touch, that one chance that 
slipped away giving Inniscarra time to 
pounce, and the odd panicked wrong op-
tion. ·· 

Champions know how to see games out 
and Inniscarra have been there so many 
times. Sheehan's first point to go ahead 
·was excellent, she had milliseconds to 
look and strike. 

Cloughduv were extremely disap­
pointed. But from a 11eutral's perspective, 
they had a great season and to lose in ad­
ditional time to a team like Inniscarra, 
well there's no shame in that 

I've been very impressed with Niamh 
McNabola too. A young player with a 
strong future. 

The first of a doubleheader in Castle 
Road last Saturday was St Finbarr's v 
Killeagh. As often happens when you look 
forward to a classic, it failed to excite. 

The second half was a big improvement 
on the first, but Killeagh had left too much 
to do. Three first-half goals by Nicole 
Olden (2) and one from Gemma O'Connor 
and tltis game looked over on 26 minutes. 

Yes, Killeagh made a strong comeback, 
but I could never see them catching the 

ers 
• ew1re 

Seandun's Nicole Crean closes in on Avril McSweeney, tire Og. Picture: Jim Coughlan 

Barrs. I felt the Barrs had more in the 
tank if they needed it. There were times in 
the first half when Killeagh surrendered 
possession too easily. They were more 
dogged in the second and you'd wonder if 
they had that intensity all through would 
they have made it. 

But you can't work hard for scores and 
then have them wiped out so easily and 
Olden was finding it too easy to round and 
score. Gemma O'Connor's goal was a 
.strike from 40 yards which dipped in. 

To be fair to Killeagh, they really tried 
to address their scoring prowess in the 
last two years, Stephanie Beausang mov­
ing from goal to full-forward where she's 
not shy in hitting the net, to give her 
credit. Ciara Daly, typically a defender 
was moved forward as was Laura Treacy, 
to midfield. 

There were definite improvements in 
that regard. Unfortunately, it wasn't 
enough when you compare it to the very 
strong forward line of the.Barrs. Aoife 
Walsh and Maeve Cahalane were missing, 
Walsh was more of a loss for Killeagh as 
she could have picked up Olden. 

A game that really excited was Sars­
Courcey Rovers. Two young sides, full of 
enthusiasm went at it hammer and tongs. 

Rovers were favourites, when you con-

sider the losses Sars have suffered. Miss­
ing Katie Barry, Olivia McAllen, Maeve 
McCarthy, and with Hollie Herlihy not ca­
pable of starting, it y.,as a big ask. 

I glanced at Sars warming up and 
thought they looked very young. I've been 
critical of the lack of leadership in Sars in 
recent seasons. Since Erner Fennell re• 
tired, I felt they've lacked passion and in­
tensity to a large degree. 

Well, they've found it now. Orlaith Mul· 
lins has really stepped up this year, Lucy 
Allen likewise. It's when things are going 
against you, you look to see who can pull a 
game out of the fire. 

Cliona Lynch's free-taking was also in­
spiring. Those moments matter more 
than just adding to the scoreboard and the 
confident puck-outs of Molly Lynch, her 
last one directly to Lucy Allen to point, all 
provided a great performance. 

Courceys will be disappointed. They 
needed to get the ball into Linda Collins 
more as she was findj.ng space. 

Seandun against Eir~ Og was one-way 
traffic. Tough for Eire Og who had a bout 
of flu running through the team but a 
good season for them, nonetheless. 

For Seandun it was a welcome game 
for a side that hadn't had one in three 
weeks. 



~ourcey R?vers' Jacinta Crowley shoots against Douglas during the sen­
ior camog1e championship at Castle Road. Picture: Eddie O'Hare 

Aghabullogue hoping 
to go one better than 

, last year's final def eat 

I 

THE two SE Systems intermedi­
ate championship semi-finals 
are on today. 
Four teams remain in the hunt for 
the title, at the time of going to 
print the venues had yet to be 
confirmed. 
Last season's runners-up Agha­
bullogue, Ballyhea, Blackrock, 
and Na Piarsaigh remain in con­
tention after a championship in 
which initially 13 clubs set out on 
a journey that began in the sec­
ond week in August. 

INTERMEDIATE 
Aghabullogue take on Ballyhea 
while in an all-city clash Na Piar­
saigh meet Blackrock. 

1 Aghabullogue topped group one 
with impressive victories over 

, Watergrashill, Kilbrittainmmo-
league, Na Piarsaigh, Carriga­
line, and Clonakilty. Ballyhea, 
having put in a huge effort this 
season, made it through as 
runners-up in group two where 
they lost out to Blackrock, but 
overcame the challenges of 
Charleville, Brian Dillon's, and 
Newtownshandrum before their 
f inal group game last weekend 
saw them secure a one-goal vic­
tory over Valley Rovers to secure 
their semi-final spot. 
Blackrock have been the stand­
out side in group two with five 
wins to top their group and they 
now look forward to an all-city 
meeting with Na Piarsaigh who 
overcame Milford, Clonakilty, 
Carrigalin·e, and Kilbrittain / Ti­
moleague. 
In an ironic twist Na Piarsaigh 
and Blackrock find themselves in 
opposition and 24 hours later a 

'tet of the same players will line 
out side by side as Seandun take 
on St Finbarr's in the senior 
semi-final. 
Aghabullogue, having lost coun­
ty finals in 2020 and 2021, will be 
hoping that this is finally their 
year. They have fine players in 
Cliona Healy, Emma Flanagan, 
Ciara McCarthy, and Erinn 
O'Connell, but they will get a 
stern test from a focussed Bally­
hea side who will look to Rachel 
Harty, Raisin Killeen, and Kate 
Kilcommins to lead the way in 
their quest for a place in the final. 
Blackrock and Na Piarsaigh 
brings the two city sides together 
for what promised to be an ex­
cellent contest, Blackrock were 

fhugely disappointed to lose to Fr 
O'Neill's at the semi-final stage 

llast season and this time around 
t?tey are determined to make it 
through. Kaitlin Hickey, Hayley 
Ryan, Michelle Murphy, and Kate 

1Leneghan are am'?ng the . 
~layers who have impressed in 
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their path to today's semi-final. 
Na Piarsaigh have enjoyed a 
great campaign and they will no 
doubt be determined to keep it 
going. Amy Lee will, as always, 
guard the Na Piarsaigh goal and 
they have strong players in Emily 
Buckley, Allish Allen, and Casey 
Coleman and they will test Black­
rock to the limits. 

JUNIOR A 
SE Systems junior A semi- final 
are down for decision on Oc­
tober 16 when Ballinhassig will 
take on Castlelyons (1 pm) and 
Tracton meet Ballinora (4pm) ve­
nues to be announced. 

JUNIORB 
The SE Systems junior B semi­
finals will go ahead on the wee­
kend of October 15/16; on Satur­
day its lnniscarra versus Aghada 
in Castlemartyr (4pm), -Sishop­
stown meet Youghal (4pm) with 
the venue to be announced. 

UNDERAGE 
This weekend a lot of clubs will 
be bidding for semi-final places 
in the U12s competitions, to be 
played by the cut-off date of Oc­
tober 1 O. In the U12 A 1 Cup the 
semi-final pairings are Sarsflelds 
Blue against Blarney Red; Clan-

, akilty are through but are await­
ing an outstanding game to find 
out their opponents will be. In the 
U12 A1 plate it's Sliabh Rua ver­
sus Valley Rovers Green with 
Ballincollig Green awaiting their 
opponents as they await a result 
of an outstanding game. 
In the U12A2. cup Charleville met 
neighbours Milford and Ballyhea 
take on St Fanahan's, in the U1 2 
A2. plate it's Carrigaline Yellow 
versus Newtownshandrum and 
Kilbrittainmmoleague meet 
Barryroe. 
U12 B1 Cup has Carrigtwohill 
meeting Glen Rovers and St Fin­
barr's meeting Watergrashill 
Red. In the U12B1 Plate it's Val­
ley Rovers White against Fr 
O'Neill's and Carrigaline Yellow 
against Ballygarvan. 
U12 B2 Cup Castlelyons take on 
Bandon and Bride Rovers play 
Castlemartyr White, in the U12 
B2 Plate Blarney White face 
Courcey Rovers and Banteer 
take on Fermoy. The U1 2 C Cup 
sees Ballinascarthy face Midle­
ton White and Nemo Rangers 
Black take on White's Cross. In 
the U 12 C Plate it's Kildorrery 
against Clonakilty Red and Eire 
Og Yellow versus Blackrock. 

Lucy Allen, Sarsfields, tries to block Ashling Moloney, Courcey Rovers. Picture: Jim Coughlar -IC 
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THE nominations for the 2022 PwC Camo­
gie All-Stars were announced on Wednes­
day, with All-Ireland champions Kilken­
ny in pole position. 

The nomination of 36 players covers six 
counties, selected as follows: Kilkenny 
(11), Cork (10), Waterford (7), Galway (5), 
Dublin (2), Limerick (1) selected. 

All-Ireland winning Kilkenny goal­
keeper Aoife Norris faces competition 
from Waterford's Brianna O'Regan and 
Cork's Amy Lee. 

Of 14 defenders, Kilkenny hold top spot 
with five nominees, followed by Cork with 
four: Libby Coppinger, Laura Hayes, 
Saoirse McCarthy, and Laura Treacy, 
though I'm disappointed Meabh Cahalane 
didn't receive a deserved nomination. Gal­
way nominations are Shauna Healy, 
Sarah Dervan, and Roisin Black, while 
Waterford are recognised with two in Orla 
Hickey and Iona Heffernan. 

At midfield, Cork's Ashling Thompson 
and Hannah Looney feature Waterford's 
Lorraine Bray, Kilkenny's Katie Power, 
and Galway's Aoife Donohue. 

The list of forward nominations in­
cludes nominees from six counties: Kil­
kenny , Waterford , Limerick, Dublin , 
Cork, and Galway. Kilkenny lead proceed­
ings again with Julianne Malone, Denise 
Gaule, Katie Nolan, and Miriam Walsh all 
acknowledged for their campaign. 

Waterford and Cork land three slots 
each, Fiona Keating, Katrina Mackey, and 
Amy O'Connor representing the Rebels, 
with Dublin on two nominations, along 
with Galway and Limerick with one. 

The Managers shor tlisted are Brian 
Dowling (Kilkenny), Brian Kearney and 
Mark McFadden (Antrim), a nd Cathal 
Murray (Galway), senior , junior and in­
termediate champions,-respectively. 

Presentations of the awards will take 
place on November 26 in Croke Park. 

Meanwhile, Dublin senior manager Ad-

Nominations include Cork's Amy Lee (August winner, Northside & District Sports award). 

rian O'Sullivan resigned two years into a 
three-year term; a a pity as he had excited 
Dublin players and supporters for the fu­
ture by building a team backed by youth. 

Speaking on RTE's Game On last week 
O'Sullivan admitted he gr ew more dis­
heartened with the s top-s tart nature of 
the games: "I found myself getting very 
frustrated with that. I was left a t a cross­
roads. Do I adjust my whole coaching 
ethos specifically for camogie, or do I stick 
to my principles and where I want to de­
velop as a coach? Tha t's what it came 
down to." 

Would he have stayed longer lf officiat­
ing wasn 't such a sticking point? 

"Yeah, I think so. It definitely played a 
huge part in it. It's so frustra ting. The 
quality of officiating isn't up to standard 
either, or what you'd get in hurling. Even 
club hurling. 

"Some referees took the new contact 
laws and really wen t with them. 'I'here 
were some savage intense games, physi­
cal, and that is what the players want. 
Then another day, [you] go out the same 
way, and it becomes a free-taking contest. 

"We had players bench pressing 70kgs, 
doing 10 reps of wide arm chin-ups and 
ever y county is the same, that's the way 
the game has gone. 

"The rules haven' t quite kept up with 
the change and development of players 
physically and a skill point of view." 

I cari' t argue; it has been extr emely 
frustrating over the years to sometimes 
witness nor th of 40 frees a game. No ques­
tion it has improved, but as I said two 
years ago when the motion was passed, 
the contact rule was too loose, too open to 
personal interpretation by referees. 

The rule is: 'A player may use minimal 
contact on an opponent's body from side­
on once they are making a reasonable ef­
fort to gain possession of the ball.' 

If that isn't open to wide interpretati9n, 
I don't know what is. We have referees 
that are excessively picky and others who 
will let players battle it out and you don't 
know who you'll have from one day to the 
next, which is frustrating. 

In adclition , referees who might have 
been perceived as picky during the season 
get the nod to ref an All-Ireland final and 
completely change tack. 

Managers are forced to de~ide ta~tics 
depending on the referee; thats not right. 

This isn 't a referee-bashing exercise but 
If we can have great finals, where teams 
live on the edge, no one is injured and we 
have cracking games, like the last two fin­
als, then why not every day? 










































































