Cork ladies

football

and cam
squads ta

a stand

Therese O Callaghan

The Cork senlor camogie
sguad and Cork senjor ladies
foothall sgund hove issued a
jodnt-siatement regarding yed
ancthor fixture clash.

Eboth teims are invalved in
erucial d‘::nmplunu.hlq games
next Sadurday when the Cork
sendar camagie players travel
to Ennls to play Clare ]
while the Cork senior ledi
foatbalbers are up against Tip-
perary in Clomakilty (2pm).

It is the second time in a
forimight a Mxture clash has
arisen. Cork ladics footballers
lost 1o Galway in Pearse Sta-
diom on June 17, whilst the
Cork camogic team dofeated
Do b Paare U Chaosamb on
the same afternoon. There are
fodir chikal players on both pa-
niels — Lilby Copplnger, Han-
nal LIJL'!I"IE':. Orlaith Calual-
amve, and Aokfe Healy,

The stalement in [all Peaad:
“I1 1= with deep disappoint-
menit and regret that we tho
plavers of the Cork Semlor Ca-
mogie & Lnudies Gaclle fooiball
aquads are patling out {his
statement. Botls natbonal or-
ganisations have, as part of
ihelr gubdellnes amd following
their respoctive congresses,
given commitments to sup-
port dunl plavers.

“However, i this and othér
recent situatlons, this 1z not
being adhered to. We have
respociMully exhansted all
avenues and feel thiz is our
Inst resort and nppeal to vouto
help us rezolve it. We have
mrovided multiple soluthons to
thee situation baat to this point,
nome have been accapied by

elthor ergnnisation.
“We are requesting that the
And Chomhairle of the Camo-

He and Laglies Gaelic Foothall
SI.E-F-D'GI:-I'I-U{I-I'IE woilld erganise
to meet ax soon ns possible to
rearcanpge one or both of the
uproming fxtumes so ihat the
dual players are available to

play both games.

“The Camogle and Ladles
Foothall games on July 18t ane
hoth minst-win games, for both
squads o continume particl-

thon in bath competitions.

o feal to force dual pli
and In our cusé four af our
teammates into an impossible
amid unﬂur d-mﬂnn I-: #n‘nhs
sunal wee are book
i resolve this 3
tures, this year,

“With great honour and
pride, we represent G- cogn-
ties ot the slite level of pur
sparis. This honownr, pride,
and effort is reflectod by
Em: m=n:nﬁ mnnagm

heir families
nnal -:ulmt!.r bﬂﬂﬂlﬁ Wi wiaeld
musch prefer to be cancentrat-
g t:mlan-.'] pmp:qrtnn: for our
NPCOMLINE misEd-Win Sames i
Both coxdes, All we are peques-
ting is that the welfare of the
player, and equelity, wonld be
at the heart of each organi-
=ation's decisjon.

“It is pur privilege to repee-
sonl our countbes on e play-
ing fhebds, it is what we want to
o, it s whiat we have spent
manths preparing to do. We
implore bath organisations to
help us resolwe this. Please
don't force our teammates to
chooge,™

Elsewhere, Meath interim
manager Jenny Rispin said
ahe was delighted the reigning
TG4 All-Ireland champions
got the defonce of their tithe ofT
b i winnlng start when they
dofeated Waterford by 1-13 to
1-& at Fraher Figld,

Bublin bounced back from
thair opening round loss to
el Cavan o the sword by 5-15
i 1-8. & last-minute penaliy
goal from Aimes Mackin saw
Armagh claim iheir place in
the guarter-finals. defeating
Connachi champions Mayo by
2-10 1o 1-11. Galway booked a
home guarter-final date after
a 4-10 o -4 Vvictory away to
Tipperary.

MAKING THEIR POINT: Meath and Waterford players have a sit down protest before the TG4 Ladies Fostball All-lreland Champlenship match at

Fraher Field.

Picture; Matt BrowneSportsfile

Experienced Howard points way
for Tipp, while Cats beat Dubs

Daragh ﬁﬂmhﬁl:r

Getting back to the knockou
stages of the Glen Dimplex
Aldl-Ireland senjor camogic
championship after missing
oul last yvear was im la.m
for Tipperary bt itis
the extént of thelr :n.mll-!:lm-m
Ridisin Howard is part of an
cxperienced oone in the squacd
now and the Cahir dynamo
was in typical all-action form
during her skde's hard-fought
3-15 to 0-12 trinmpl over Wex-
ford mt Bellefield that ensured
thi Premisrs’ qualificathon 1o
thie quarter-final af leas
Howard scored a brilliant
in the Glth minate but the
ape had been done [n the
first quartor, when goals from

. Cadt Desane and Teresa Byan

1t*m;';u'-:*-:m 210 b 0-8 hall-time
ead,

Clara O'Connor tatted up
nime points for a Wexford team
that managed to get within
five points af one siage bul
Tipp's superior firepower bold
in the end.

“We got a great start,” sakd
Hownard yesterday after the
s ad s Fesovery sesalon, “We
ware expecting n very phvsi-
cal game and that's what it
Wils.

“Wexford wonld definitely
have o big helght advantage
ofn 05 But [ thought we ware
wory solid in the first half and
those two goals put us ln a
Very strong position.

“The seoond half was tight
and we were disappointed
with not taking five or six
more chances, The build-up

lay was gpol on bul it was
!}ust the execution at the end
that ket 08 dovwn o bit,”

That players of the ealibre

f All-Stars Mary B a.n :a.nd
ine Slattery ns well as Mai-
vead Eviston, Ciardha ].'rnlu:r,
Ereena  Fryday, Mlamh
Treacy, Nicole Walsh, and
Clodagh Ml:]nl::rrc wahd not
part o dpp g firat 15 filus-
trates the depth of talent avail-
abde to Dends Helly,
=0t of all the years, [ think
this is our strongest team and
the competition is Deree. You
don't take anvthing for

granted but we are in a very
goid position, Wi have good
impact on the bench and we
have people playing very wall
and we have top quality
players ready to comean i we
need them tos.”

“Thers it no donbt it was

for & Hitle while

not to make the league final,

“It was such small
When we kst to Kilkenny by a
point we needed Cork to beat
Galwa but Galway won by
w That's how tght it

15,

“But if those thingsare  ~ng

galng ko It's batter for
them to happan at that tme of

yvear, when you have Cme fo
work

an things.

“Thore were some things we
could have done better sur-
selves in that game and 'alis,
we have o romember e wens
playing a very good beam In
the All-Ireland champions.
But we dusted eurselves down
and went back towark.”

That led to winning the
Munster championship and
then carrying that form
through the Glen Dimplex All-

Iroland championship, where
they will be Jooking to main-
tain their 100% record with a
remetch against the Cats ag
UPMC Mowlan Park.

Brlan Dowling®s charges
drew with in the
round before two poils in fve
firsi-half minutes by lase
mwlﬁhgmwinnin

aifis tan
Hatie Nolan, allied with a tally
of 1-8 from Denise Gaule, pro-
pelled them foda 3-14 to 0-11
anocess over Dnbiin

That leaves the Dubs need-
o beuit Weatford next weo-
kend to avoid being drawn
into.the relegation play-offs,
wil fle the Model County
v men will be hoping te win
well and that Tipp overcome
Rilkenny comfortably too,
with a 34-poini score -
ance leaving them up agalnst

itto
xmumpmemhu

they get the better of their
neighbours and o there is
plenty to play for, as twe af the
threa winners will go
fﬂuhmuarﬂ directly to the semi-
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wiﬂh::-.mwmpnmﬂm award for
Ellen Crawley, alangside mm.mw,ﬂuinmm

Micola Culinane, deputy marketing manager, The Echa (media partner), presents Cork's Amy O Riordan and
. ¥y O'Riordan and
Laura Buulﬂhrﬂhthhhd Ug manthly award for May, alongside Shane Supple, secretary, Rebel Og, and

Minor side honoured
for major camogie win

B Rory Moonan

ﬁr&w‘ = and

Glstolde
AWARDS

The Echo

THE Cork minor mmofe team
the latest winners of the Rebel
monthly awards.

They are belng honoured for re-
taining thelr All-Ireland title, mak-

it i six years, a remarkabla
Vel

Led by manager Jerry Wallacs,
they overturned an earller season
loss to Waterford fo beat them in the
final at UPMC Nowlan Park.

They =started their campaign
aﬁ]m( Dubkin and ﬁul off fo a win-
ning start before they lost out to
Waterford in the round-robin stages.

They then kad a hard-earned draw
against Eilkenny, before wins over

and Galway secured their

B tha S ool atied agid
n 2 WAY n
and another battle enswred with the
itﬂalnhs coming through by 1-18 to 3-

'-!']:IIE the final, it “Eﬁthmﬁ.ﬂ{u clash
“'EI:EI'EDI'II, and the wire
sttt e ' " o
F He il e hadd no doubt the future
An Emily O'Doneghue goal six  The Corkminor camogie team won the Rebel Og monthly award for May, sponsored by the Clayten Hotel Silversprings, with trophy e et .
minutes in was a Key seore for Cork  $ponsors Cummins Sports and media partners The Echo” and Red FM. Front, from left: Chloe Lane, Liscy 0*Connill, Ellen Crowiey, ::,fui:'f:ﬁ-ﬂ:.::’ g:;;:r_tpxsfhﬁlmhl-:ﬂ;
“éli]]ﬁ .?,’“E‘;LT;"EZEQ. HEI liuéhl-lﬂi and Sinead Hurley (captain). Back, from left, Laura Dunlea, Kate Fennessy, Amy O'Riordan, and ava Fitzgerald. Pictures: Fddie OHare  come through in recent vears and
! ; ae MpopesCially a1 il g aay (o eajioy play.
O'Mahony, congratulated the buttoretain it is even bigger. in Cork and it can only be pood for Chairman of the judging panel, MI-  Ing sport for many years to come,
winners and said winning one All- He added to make it four in six  the game at both county and elub  chael Evans. also congratulated the B To nominate lor B asards amail
Ireland title & a huge achievement, years shows the strength of camogie  level going forward. winners and said they were a credit  probng cori@gea.ie with delais,

— —
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=1

to thelr clubs, famibes and to ihem-
silvas and wishied them well as they
meove forwand into adult sides in the
COMing SEEs0ns.
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Kevin Cammins, Cummins Sports sponsor] presents Cork minor camogie All-ircland winners Chloe  Morina 0'Callaghan, sales and marketing, Clayton Hotel Silversprings, sponsors, presents Cork’s Sinead
Lane and Kate Fennessy with the Rebel Og monthly award for May, alongside Martin 0°Brien, Rebel Og, and  Hurley and Ava Fitzgerald with the Rebel Og monthly award for May, alongside Michael 0'Maheny, chaimmany
Criostolr Casey, mentor. of (g, and Orla Kallihan, Haisen officer, Cork camogie. ‘



L GFA tried but failed to facilitate

change in CQ_rI( dual clash

Eoghan Cormican

The LGFA have said Ihlrﬁ' trdied
st were unabbe 1o fscilifnie a
change of Mxiure to fesele
the latest Cork dual clagh,
with the Camoghe Association
remalning silent on the
maticr.

Both Cork teams have kst -

win champlonship gamaes this
Sniurday; the county's serlor
camopgie 1Eam are nway o
Clare (Epm), while ee Indics
foatballers welcomoe Tipper-
ary to Clonakilty (Zpm).
Tt i the second time in a
porindghi that a elash of cham-
pinnship fxiores has arisen
affccting Cork dual playors
Libky Coppinger, Honnah
Looney, Orlaith Calalane,
nnd Aoife Healy,

O Saturday weak nst, Cop-
pinger was at full-back Tor
Cork™s All-Ireland camogle
champlonship win over Down
at Péire Ul Chaoimh. Immed|-
ately after the game, Copping-
er iravelled nlmost three
heurs up the rood to Pearas
Stadium, Salthill where she
was introduced as & second:
half sub in Corl’s foothall de-
feat b Galwny.

Both the Cork camoghe and
ladies football camps have
mnde contact with the respect-
fve governing bodies to re-
quest ome of Saturday's games
b maiiedd to either the Friday
everning or Sunday to avold
the four dial pkayers having
io choose one code over the
ather. Those requests have
not and will not be granted.

A spokesperson for the
LGEA told the frish Examimner
vesterday that “for any
change of flxiure, hodls Goums-
thes need to be in agreement”.

The spokesperson added
that “cfforts were made to fa-
cllitate n Friday cvening fix-
ture and a Sunday fixture for
Cork v Tipperary, and Tipper-
ary were coptacted, boi these
wfforis did not work out”.

The Camogle Association
woro algn contacted to estab.
ligh why the Cork-Clare game
enitld not e switchad 1o Sun-
day, bad no response hnd been
provided at the time of writ-
i Prior o the fixiure being
firmstt op over the post wesk,
the indtin] dnte for the gams on
the [":!_1r1|.;-_1:i|.'- Aszaciation web:
shve was listed as July 1.2,
meaning the option vwas there

o fix the pame for Sunday.

Separate to Sunday's state-
ment from the two Corlk pa-
nels imploring the LGFA and
Camogie Assoclailon fo Té-
sobwe this latest fivture clash,
the Frizh Examiner has
learnod Cork foothall and ca-
mogie plavers wrote separale
letters to Camogie president
Hilda Breslin Ladies Foaot-
hall CEC Helon O Roarke.

The camogie letter, signed
by capiain Amy O'Connor and
team players represontative
Laura Treacy, ninde reference
i Waterford camapgio fixture
being changed earlier this
mianth bo ensune o INke dunl
ﬁnﬂ-r did not have to choase

hween coibis.

“Oin Saturday June 17, Lim-
arick and Waterford wore due
o play in Camogle. This [ix-
ture was changed to Sunday,
Jome 18 to facilitate one dunl
player who was playving with
this Waterford Ladies Foothall
team on Saturday, June 135
agninst Donegal. This change

Libby Coppinger in cameogie actan

q

L

against Dewn's Olivia Boyle, on a day in which she kater lined out for the Cork

Cork football and

camogie players wrote

separate letters to
Camogie president Hilda
Breslin and Ladies Football
CEO Helen O'Rourke

was rightfinlly made to fmelll-
tate ane dual player. We have
foiir dual players and have yol
1o b Taellitated.

=0 of the alms & ethos of
the LGFA s listed s “The As-
sociation recopnises the rale
of the Dual Player, who is &
memmber of both the LGFA and
Camogle Association, and will

endenvour to faciiltate them
a5 s 18 praciicable’, Agaln,
this {= not semoathing we 15
the case in the eurrent situ-
ation.

“we are asking that one of
the games be moved from July
1sk toaJuly 2nd.

“A% a group, we have
irained extramely hard for

L
Mlﬂrﬂhhhlk
Ficture: Eddie

gight months for this and it s
mivt fair ehat we e forced Lo
b withont members of our
pane] because of clashes 1ike
this that can be easily re-
solved.

A number of former All-lre-
land Cork winners have
vented their frustration on so-
cinl medin at the clish.

“Infuriating that this lack of
collaboratien i3 STILL aris.
ing.” snid Brid Stack. “Looks
like not much has changod
since we wWalched oor tean-
mates Mary [0 Connar], Ange
[Walsh], Briege [Corkery].
Rena [Buckley] & Co. having
o play tweo games In A day or
worse, being made (o choose
between the two. That was 15

VEArs Agn,

14 All-Ireland winning
Cork camoghe captain Anng
Geary asked “how was this
not worted whoen the fixiures
wiere first released?”

=15 it any wonder the
players are crying oot for
basie minkmim =i ¥

Twomey: This will be like All-Ireland final for Clare

Cork must avoid defeat in Ennis to advance
to knockout stages of senior championship

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

MATTHEW TWOMEY'S
Cork camogie team is fecling
the heat ahead of thedr erunch
All-Ircland senior champlon-
ship clash ngainst Clare on Sat-
wrday (3pm in Ennig, live onthe
Camogie YouTube channed).

If Cork lose, they are out of
the championship. A win or &
draw woitld be enough o pro-
gress to the quarnter-finals,

Drespite the Rebels being part
of the so-called big three along
with Galway and Kilkenny,
Twomcy tsn't taking anything
for granted and knows Clare
will provide an obatacle.

It weill be & very tough game.
We've phaved Clare a number
of tinses last year, one of those
EAInes went 1o extra time aml
wit Just goq over them,” Twomey
said.

“This ks going to be like an
AllIreland final for Clare, to
play Cork to knock us our of

the championship. We're well

pware this i poing o e a huge
bartle both hurling-wise and
payehological-wise so we have
to ke ready inevery depart-
ment.’

A draw woukd be enough for
the Rebels, However, Twom-
ey knwews Cork need (o win to
make sure they progress,

There will be nathing about
a dray in our heads; we have to
bt them. Lwe want to make a
mark on this champéonship we
hawe to go up o a wegh place
aonnd wiinw, Theis i wivere thee chars
pcterof the team comes in now,
There are no skdeshows with
ihis; the Cork boaz sakd,

The Rebiels bear Down in
their previous champlonship
gamee, 3-19 to 1-10, after three
matches withowt a win, nclod-
ing losing the group apener to
Gahwy.

At was comfortalle in the
end against Dawn. O4F the back
of o few losses, we were a bit
nervous in the first half but as
soom as we got Into our stride

thenwe played like what we did
at the start of the year, which
wias pheasing.’ e said,

*I just hope we got a bit of
conflidence from that game.
Ta get 3-19 was a good score
bt we stilll beft & bit behind us,
a good sign of the character
of the team as well. There is
s1ill stuff to work on, which we
e been doing since the Bown
game, he added.

Twomey confirmed vo The
Southern Star that Enmi-
skeane’s Orla Cronin will be
available for selection but there
is no other major npdate in re-
gards v remrnees.

Clare will provide stilfl op-
position on Saturdny, meaning
a big performance is needed
from Cark.

“Thiis will e 2 very goosd test
angd Clare have quality players
all around the pitch, Anytime
wet have played them in the last
few years they have been very
organised. We watched their
game aEainst Galway in deadl

and they made it very hard for
them, We have to be very pa-
tient too, This game is not go-
ing 1o be won after five or ten
minutes. We need b stick to
our plan,” Cork boss Twomiey
warned,
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Cork's Cliona 0'Callaghan is tackbed by Kerry's Sara M
Patrice Diggin during the Munster Intermediate final at

right, and
usack Park.

Picture: John Sheridan/Sportshile

Cork intermediates
need to beat Galway
to qualrw from thew

Corh and Galvwny ot in th last
gama of the intermedBale cham.
plonship group sefies in Ballin-
bugh tomamow,
With Kilkenny aineady quated,
second place ks wp for grabs ina
winner-tnkes-all clash and it's
Sure 10 ba & tough hour,
Having surprisingly lost their
game 1o Kikenny, 2-13
b 18, guur-i-mmn
| D&CH on rack with & reund Pag
vicaoey o Duibling 2-11 ba -5
hastio Kilkenny cna 1-18
mnnmm balare cvar-
coming ,1-14-:-::-1-9.
Gahway ase the reigning cham-
vphons, hawing eaten Cork in lasd
yaar's Bnal, but if must ba re-
membared Mat this is a néw Gal-
vy bern; Raving won ast year
all of those players are nct avail-
able thig time around,
Last spasan Cathal Mumiy man-
aged both sdult teams, but this
year Conor Dolan has taken over

A8 Manager.
He has been irvolved with inder
county CAMOgie Bams since
2018 and was par of Muray's
managemsent team in 2018 and
2018

From 2020 o 2022 he was man-
ager and coach of his native
Clara genior and jLnior feams
and has managed and coached
sanior ciub hurling leams in
Clare, Limerick, ard Ti

and with the Ardrahan clui
Diespite hig sida not prograssing
in the , Dolan was
relatively hagoy gren that a lot
of hits panal are in heir firg? yoar
at this level. He i loaking o de-
mmm“ﬁamqumm

.ﬂ.m the playars in his squad
mmm Brodenck, Katie Mar-
néon, Ava Lynakey, Katia Donog-
hie, and Hasha Coleman:

IHIHI' H-l-'.lmun

plavmmnhurep:wawm
and adul level.

The sidasg msat in the
Ihtmmmmmmnm
orded a victary,
2-15 b0 3-8, and with the stakes

mhalun mmﬂﬁﬁw
be coming to Gack bidding to ™
revarse that result and grab &

&
-

SUNDAY: AI-I:I'-HH'II Ui
pionship: Cork v Galway,
an Park, Ballinasloe, 2pm
_ﬂ‘lﬂm Wirs 10 lhﬂtl"

in Hml'rdhitlnr:gd:mmn gama.
Oin banm, Corke ana on thair way 1o
socurning a place in the kast fowr

Cork's Katie Walsh on the break from Kildare's Maria Doyle and Siabhin

phuriey during their All-Ireland Int

ermediate Championship match.

Pheture: Daire Brennan/Spartshle

TOMORROW: Glen Dimplex
Allireland Senior Championship
Group 1 Round 3. Cork v Clare,
Cusack Park, Ennis, 3pm

IT may be a round robin game, but
it’s the last game of the group and in
effect it's a knockout tie.

one othwer side will join them. Clars have
to win: a draw will do Cork to be in the
quarter-final draw which will take place
after this weskend's games.
What a blow it would be for Cork not to
make the quarters. With the bad run of in-
Juries they ve had this vear, who would
bof against the worst-case scenario hap-
poning her,
This is o huge game for Clare.
Realistically they are not &rﬂg to win
thie Adll-Treland, but to beat k and sat
up a quarter-fnal, e:llﬂ‘!dlh-l:l. fs a curtmin-
rakser (o the Clare hurlers in Croke Park
next weekend, would be a dream coma
true.

They will come into this game with an
incredible desive.

1t'11 be more difftealt for Cork vo balld
themseelves up for it because of history
and the fact that Clare aron't in the top
five as honours contencdars, but tiat’s the
:!;ppur;' slape Mt Corlk must be mindiul

-l:,‘.-l;l-rk are beatable i howw Chocne will viow
llﬂsﬂ mvie and that bellef carries welght;
it o them on even when things may

Galway have t-nlfrd group 1 and only

b godng agnlist Ui,

Cork need to
be wary of a
fired up Clare

Cork’s Aisling Thompson and Chioe Sigersen
after the game against Down.
Ficture; Inphvo/Bryan Kezne

They'll fight to the bitter ond For this

one, Clare have taken big scalps in the

i. Galway only got past them by a goal
ast woeekemd. They're a dogged bunch.

They began the vear with a surprlsin:
sieeoss over Galway, but whereas theo
Triteswomen picked ap from thene (o go
on andd win the league, it went dowmhill
for the Munster side,.a ropeated storyline
for them.

They had to draw with Dublin in the
final ganme to be sure of avolding rel-
egation and though they subsequently
reached the Munster final, they lost to
Tipperary by 17 points.

Clare needed a tate flurry that yieldod &
ganl and foor podnts o get over ther Ulster
champlons 1-18 to 2-11 in round ope
with Eimear Helly coming ofT the bench o
splin the posts twics and I;.nui:r- Mearna-
ca adding to her @ally with a palr, before
Al O Loughlin goaletd in oy n-'-ﬂme- i
semire the let.

Galway were happy to LRI feont Cyes-
ack Park with a 1-13 (o 0-13 triumph. They
sirugiled to break down @ well-drilled
Claro side.,

Lorna McMamara was tho primar
searor for Clare, Slabhan MeGeath's g

with just over o minwte of the second hald
gone that proved e difference.

it turms out thet Orkadeh Cahalane's foof
Infury wasn't as bad as it first appearsd,
management indtially hearine that a bone
was broken. Cahalane is still not likely to
figure for the camaegle side as she and
Hannah Looney are expected to agnin join
the foathallers, with Libby Coppinger and
Aoife Healy selected for the small Datl,

The decision on who goes witer® k8 pri-
marily down o whoere both Cork man-
agers feel they have eover and with at-
thew Twomey very limited with dao-
fenders, ho'll hold the two mentioned.

Things will look up for Cork if they can
et over Clare, another week closer to got-
ting Alsling Thompson and Loara Hayes
back into action,

Pameln Mackey, who camé on agains
Do, i gabng well af training.

Ton werks sharper, her impact sl
b telling. Cork el mare from thelr mid-
field and forweard lnes,

Cork's half-back line of Hayes, Laura
Treacy, and Saclrse MeCarthy wera
Aucnt i paodnt-seoring last seazon

This season, not so0 much. Treacy has
been missing the suppoert play of her
flanks, MoCarthy playing at nuidfiebd o,
Hayes Hhewise.

It was decided that Trescy would relurm
tor thee right-hall back position, ait injuey
has ruled her out Since.

Take pway your defepsive and midileld
seoring threat, MeCarthy aside; and you
hawve a lirge scoring gap. The forwards
peed (o plek up the manile

They are gatting the apportunities.
Fiona Keating is making great rons but
needs to ridease the ball quicker ot times.

When & goal presents liself, players
neced to give tlie fast pass, Attempts i hit
podnis from tight and difffcult angles is
taken by semie, el within the 2coring 2one
that has been workosd oz,

If Cork ean get more convictian and re-
turn up feont, they'll reach the guarter
finak-and oven beyond.



Eire Og land premier
minor league title as
Cloughduv bag plate

Eire Og 2-15
Inniscarra 0-11 lmmﬂimn
ﬂ'fﬂmhaﬂg-uilshﬁndmh

ingo the Preemisr Minor
l,na.guuﬁw. O'Brian, Laolse Murgy amd
IinESCarTa, ingwhibaaid ol  Shauna Sheehan ;
the wind, dominaled the eary Inntscanma batiled hand points
stagod, but a goal aher eight 1mMnhLandﬂn.Hbﬂ
rinutes settled the Ovons side. and Ovia Kaliahor, but
& superh run throagh the riddle Oy had done encugh 1o
by bble Casey 1.r|a||1nhr.- heodd ot and Eakn (Fe BEe.
u;.m mnﬁm mFuH:ﬁEhm1Hm
a s @ . 1,
MWWPWWMEW1U ¥ Briewy, 5 Ehaehar, L Coakdy 0-2

sand the ball 1o the i with a
trsk-lima stk

pach, L Murphy , A Casey 0-1 sach
Inalicana: £ Costolo 3-3, A Loty Re-
booca Murphy, Riom Murminy 0-2 asch, O

Wi1h chll.mm Cramin ond Lisa | T i1 mach
E. in the cantre of mmﬁfu“ E Cramin_ L Shoe-
1h.q1|-pld w:mmpnﬂ han, G Wi L e Es.r.rm ,,"
a secornd goal on 15 mnutEs Llrl:irl:!.l-h.rp}rr reemin; L Lurphy,
mrﬂﬂnﬁnggrﬂﬂmw Casey, L oskley: F Malns, C O'Brisn,
Fiadh Makone thal sow hor finish Mumhy (<. -,
a high gelivery 1o the nat aur-nimemcmn
As tha skdes traded points u.,.,,m-,rpqp,ﬂHmn:rLu.-pq-m
Lascisa Murplyy, Abbee Casey, £ sty hof F Malons J55].
I&amm@. m "ilii.‘.m.l..El-l-l:;"ﬂrr;.LE'Gﬂlwr.l.
inra O'Brien, and Li Wik Muiphy, L bortagh | Goiden
were on target for Eire Og with G O Laary, R Mcsphy, A Whaticn, E Cos-
Eva Costallo, Rebecoa Murphy, mldw Ryme.
Adala Loty Acile OLeary, 8nd o 5 wosona for o Molaghan, B OF
I Ruch B MYk ENS 00 oo e Lol 1
lgeed 21015 O-T. miﬂﬂhﬂmmmhm ua 1-6 b3 0-7 In the Pre- — with froem Fia Diri- Sheppand, 5 Fahilye m!ﬂm&mﬂ.‘gﬂjﬂu&.‘
Both defancas wern oniop in the mige Minor plaie league fnaland  nan, Ghiloe O Discod, Sindad S fext A, CVBirien, C Hellshe fﬁ; MLM_ g
socond hall and scores wena Cloughduv 2-13  they kepd the pressure thicugh-  Fahily, and Nolan, 'ﬂ*ﬂﬁ'-'ﬂ WHH'EL Jx
hawd 10 oo by, bl with 8 habull 1-10 oufl the garmea with A CLOUEHDLY: E O'Sullivan; A Sexdon A A Mgy, L ool Huba: A hRLuﬂr.EE.-ﬂll
esshion af thair two first-hatt Ag ogue pard contributing six points and Lebwrw, i€ T L Buema. F Denan, & - . mm.rsmm-:umnnj
gosis oo sadegloairaly et hatSoeed el e e COUatn A Do S Soree L AATITR i iy G e

CAMOGIE

WHAT an exhausting fortnight it
has been again for Matthew
Twomey and Shane Ronayne,
with no return.

“Tlae fiochure clash goes ahead today
with the camogie players in Ennis
and the footballers in Clonakiiey.

The LGFA made attempts to get
thoir game switched to Friday or
Bunday. Tipperary refy

But Tipperary aren't the bad guys
hare. They could have thelr own
genuine reason lor denying the
change and éven if they didn’, that's
thedr prevegative af such a bafe stape.

This Lm wis known monihs ago.
Wiy the LGFA didn't just change the
ficture then instead of the 11t hoar
l]and putiing it on Tipperary is ridicu-

s,

The camogle associntion confirm-
ed last week that they wouldn't be
changing, their reason belng that
second place in group 1 could come
down te 2coring difference and so
they wanted all countbes to Tindsh at
the snme time, o there would be ho
advantage glven o amy one side,

Well, unless they expect Down to
bt Galway, that is a non-runner of
an axcise to ot make o dato cha:gu

I sadd last week that [ think the day
of the dual player is over., | gave som
af my reasons why: none of which
were use of Mxiure clashes,

There was no reason for this to

Cork Hﬁghrlmgerﬂat!hlwl'w left, and Cork football

hmmmlﬂhﬂymﬂimhimﬂidﬂiﬂ

happen AGAIN but it ho=s. It wanld
Wi You oul,

Eeut | think we need to be clear af
this stmpge where we are at with both
issnckaiions,

Al this paint in tinse, they are sop-

arate, and just because they are both
Gaglke games as we know them, that
is Irrelevant to them.

Thoy don’t care about dual
plavers. Just as would be the case i
I:hl}ltlll!l Eame Was soccer of bashet-
Eal

I they clash vou ehoose and that's
all there s b L It 2sams that all the
negntive press, all the social medin

romfis run off their becks, 2o 1 think
managers and plavers are just going
to have to Hve with it until intes
wntion.

Thiz is the thivd clash this year, it's
worss 115 getting, so don't think next
year will be any different.

All the associations want to do s
get their gnmes played and as a cor-
fain ralser or with TV coverage if
possible. With every compatition
now being a round-robin format
thore are just too mony gaincs, and
thi wirdow §5 slorl.

Ted, last weekend was free whore
neithar Cork code had o fixtore and

No excuse for fixtures clash

Mmm.ﬂummmmﬂmmmm

iﬁt they ignored that when schedul-
They say thai the camogie fixiures

carne ot first. 1"m not =0 sure abont
thai. Until a fow weoks ago we still
had the plaving weekends, but seill
noe aciual day. We can point the
Tinger all we like, It makes no differ-
ence. It's a massive team distraction.

Mote the statement from both
camps earlier in the week. It's tod
timo consuming, it absorhs too mikelh
EIATEY.

Managers and playors are geing to
hatve to nethink things.

Last weekend s game betwesn Kil-

keniny and Dublin last weekend saw
the first GPA driven propest as
players geod thalr frustration
over the fallore to implement a
pl.;l{yartharterhr'h-:ll:h colies,

he charter would bring clarity
around issues such as expenses en-
titlements, access to medical care
and piiches, as well as the provision
of playing gear, among other (sanes,

ork are looked after far batter
than many other counties to be fair,
Other counties are miles behind and
the protest 5 :

Extra work is bebng dond to fry and
rovide additional L0 BASIre
ork’s sendor and intermediate ca-

mogie squads get what they need.

A number of former players ane
ennning a two-day golf classic on
Juily & and 7.

A ¢ interested in supporting
the girls please reach out to any

member, player, or Maniger.

A draw will do Cork in Ennis today
to advance to the quarter-finals, Tip-
perary and Kilkenny ﬂudﬂhﬂtﬂetﬂ-
determine who finishes first and
ond it group & _

Waterford and Antrim meet in
T 3 to determine the sune seen-
AHE. .

ix teams will gualify for the
kneckout stages, two from sach

Broup.

Two of the three grotip wiknars
will sdvance dirsctiv o the semi-fin-
als, with one team joining the other
three second placed teams in Ih!
quarter-finals.

The identity of those straight to me
gemi-finals will be determined by af
d:liaw invol¥ing the three group
winners

Duml., Wexford, Dublin, Limerick,
and Offaly have na chance of gual-
Wving for the Knoeckout stages



Murphy bringing
all her skills to
the table for Clare

it iz mone than & decade since
Doireann Murphy was
erowned a warld champion
shi haes a conrple of Adl-Fre-

1= Fatthing arwiind in

hver pocket already,

But if Clare beat Cork at
Cusack Park todayto supplant
the Rebels as likely runners-

in Group 1 of the Glen Dim-
All-Treland Senjor Cham-
pionship and geal & coveted
berth among the last six
standing, it rank up thers
with anything she has been |n-
'l-'ﬂﬁredin. ; l
urphy is a top-class psal-
kegper who sarned the rare (if
not anigue) distinction for a
netminder of belng named
Munster's senior ployver of the

honed in the handball alley.

Current Banner hurler
Mark Roclpers Was an under-
age star. Further afleld, Kil-
kenny tyro Billy Drénnan was
an elite operator too: But e
Murphy, who won her World
Championship in 2012 in the
U13 doubles category along-
slde Ella Donnellan before se-
curing All-Ireland minor
(2005} ol intermediate (2015)
doubles crowns with Clodagh
MNasgh, they coubd not combine
;he twutahiuh-purﬁummm

eviel,

“If 1 was playing intermedi-
ate handball [ could manage it
bt it's just not feasible to play
the two atl sonior.” save
Murphy with an obvious hint

bl s :
“We're camogie trainin
four or five nights a week an
if you want o b competitive
at senlor kandball, ‘Thave
o be: ﬂﬂnﬁf'm time fnto

P Rt 0t W Ot T
E¥m L
wouldn't work but it"s some-
thing I'd love to pet back into, I
loved it when | was vounger
Hﬂdﬂdﬂhﬁm has ifs hwﬂ

CHIT 8, E'.'i-[ﬁ!'.ﬂ]lj‘

hand-eve coordination and
Emi‘llﬂnrr]t. Reactions would ba
AT major one, especially
in poals™

An Irish and PE ieacher at

sedaan fof Clare, bait they beat

‘Galway in the Very League,

reached another Munsier
final and followed their apen-
Ing rosnd victory over Dowm
in the Glen Dimplex All-Ire-
land Senior Championship
with o ofe-goal defeat to

would have looked to go one
step further this year and win
it bart om the day, Tipp were on
another

Twomey
happy with
Cork's big
wininClare

:ﬂ-t-hﬁmtliunziwﬂiﬂ?wu in CAMOGIE
confirm their feeling
'gl;!:lll they are coming to the ~ Linda Mellerick
' AFTER all the commaitian
“At the start of the year, our
poal in the League would have clash Dewecaase of the fturos
&IWH}'S been to retain our and hﬂlﬂ:ﬁ I‘mlbﬂ1
sfaus i Division 1 wehic e Rad comrasie e
! W P wo
have liked to be a bit more - Ak ot
comfortable up there at the Clare 318 15.0-8 1 ey 9.,
same time, clash in Cusack Park mqﬂmf
“Going into the Munster Quarier-final spet in the All ke,
Championship our main geal land Serior C Cha
* was to try to get back to the ship, amagée Champion.
Munster final. Obviously we "M onfy wi knaw that during the

waek, | could have slept. ™ man-
Matthenws T, "
apor Mt Twomy oked

level to us, They were We'ni happy to
absolutely exceptional, sl.lltlnd::ﬁl Wds mn-:,-gﬂ b
‘We were lucky that be- up here with the week we put
tween the Munster ion- dawn again, 50 o we wanted ia
ship and All-Ireland, thepe o was got tha jab do
wasn't a huge break so thera we've dong that, bl
was no time to sit around and Was he surprised that Clane's
feel sorry for ourselves. challenge was so disappainting?
“The first match we'd to go “Absokitely yeah, especially
up to Down. It's very hard wiheat they didl with st
£ up there but we were waek, kaaping them lo a goal |

ucky we came ouf of there

thirik from the firss minule, we

year last December. Presentation College in At-  with the win. rivny
The Clarccastle custodian  henry alongside Sarsfields  =Then we were facing into mWW&ﬁihﬁmﬂ 7
earned plaudits when saving  and ! Miria Coo- - We pat it up to them, don' think we locked bock
penalties in consecutive prov-  ney, Murphy, who has also  we lost by three polnts. It “They did get two bad iniuris
tncial championship games won eoun -&hmﬂ&n&g{gu probably could have gone prominent e Mﬁnmln
Last &4 the Bannerwomen  with &uml‘bfht , - aither way, we wers y knocked tham I:m;:; bi
rea the decider. was first se on the Clare  but at least we're Into the kast ook, Wa're very ha 0w .".;hb"“
And while she modestly at-  camogle team as a forward. ?mnu with it now all to play wanted hgﬂwmg ,E;ﬁ‘t hur:m
tributes her propensity for  But having dabbled at for and still in our own whatever way & came, we didn't

overcoming the odds faced
with a placed ball ane-on-one
to=a lotof [eck”, there s more
to 1t than that.
Mu:phﬁé:melrwﬂl C [
ol that experienee ag an
ouifield ?Ia'_rrer is he I-in
beting able to read where a
shot is intended for. But pee-
haps most nseful are the skills

ing in her mid-teens

for the club and taken the jer

sey one year at UL, she'de

cided ta focus more perma-

nently on the rele when covid

resirictions imposod made

maintaining fitness levels
maore challenging.

The 2-vear-0ld admits that

It has been a funny sort of a

hamds,

And it's a familiar foe stand-
ing in the way of quarter-final
gqualification for John Car-
mnd\{;: squend.

“We've plaved Cork a good
bit owver last few vears. A
lot of their game 13 based
arcund runners so 'l be fry-
ing to stop those runs further

care.”

#nd Orlaith Cahalang),
“They've io come back info the
fray as well and we've a couple
o inuries coming back as wel,
50 look, we're in a good position
@oing in next weskend against

Speaking of the injuries 1 Ash.
ling and Laura
Hayes, Twomey said: “Wae think
W nave the two available ot
woakend. It's a huge boost. |
Suppode Ashling hasn't playod
In @ year, she's going 1o be rusty,
bt b hatve har round the place.
Ehe's putting in a fierce shift in
training, 5o yeah it's a massive
mbmm mgndmllu'nrg Orla Cranin on
] . Enal's
ko) ooy, abig

Déd he consider giving har a nn?
I"We wera atvisod 1o give it an.
other tew days by the modical
Fpeopie, $a we hive 15 do what
:{w re fokd,
would have begn ideal 1o

oring her on, but wa have hor in
*;';L?ﬂﬂ pocket now for the nes

Manager Kelly preparing for quick Tipperary turnaround

DARAGH O CONCHUIR

THREE intotwodoest g, which means
Tipperary ane the groupwinmers (o miss
out o a.direct route o the Glen Dimplex
ship semi-finals and the chance to ke
uhnrg::iﬂmmiﬂuwmuuuim i,
Following a thrilling drawwith neigh-
Boirs Kilkeruay at UPMC MNowkn Park (2.8
ta 1L thi Premder were droown o el the
Tt o a1 qusrter-fimal joust with Antrim
i Crake Park as part of 2 double-header
with the Limerick/Galvway AllIreland
hurling semi-final on Sandy,
Intheotherquarter-final. alsoat head-
quarters wd scheduled o ke pleos be-
frane theebuarlingg semi-final imvobving Kilk:
enny and Chare, the Cats will play Corc
wis im the second half g re-
cord a 3-89 v 0-5 trivanph over the Ban-
ner's cameds. This isa nepest ol las year's

All-dredarsd final, won by the Noresiders.

Gabiwary, whwo beat Doswn by 1 o 0-10
to maintain their 100pc record, and Wa-
terford, wheo dil likewise as Beth Carton
seored 2-10 in their 516 to 0-10 defeat of
Amtrirm, [be in wait [or the winmers, with
the semi-finals eing beld at UPMC Now-
lan Park on July 22,

Of the teams that findshed bottom in the
three groups, Ofaly, wivo lied 1o score
in the second half at a time when they
weere trafling by ondy a goal on the way
ton &Moo 05 reverse o Limerick, drew
theliteral short straw and have one shot
of survival in the top tier, a5 they awat
Ut s af Dovwn v Weslord withithe Ul
stereontingent hivvimg home sdvaniage
iy ihes e

Wexlord head a small chance af pro.

aigf biv R kemetichinan b stnjpes b Dub-

1 ot U betterof them by 03660 110 10
ensure they would relain senior status

Dends Kally has time to refocus

ane senad the Yiellowvbellies inoo the refe-
gation pliay-afis

Tipperary manager Denis Kelly adniii-
ted thiat b waoild linee preferred o have
hal a threewoek break 16 3 s -finad
andl i% expecting a strong seamination
fircoman Assrien besum et suflered their
Tist che: i azadmen o red-Fod Diisise sade ag
the SETU Arema

“We canltdoamahingaboaut it now the
manageriold Tipperary Camagie, “We'd
prabt sy prefier that extr Bbie ol a break
because bodics are going 1o very sone.
Asslrimare going bojgive it everyihimg o
well in Crolke Parke sait won't be an ey
(e,

“Bowe'd prefer the bresk but it iswhat it
i e el e v 1 redncus thee minds,
et ourselves hack into recovery in the
mrming. drive on next week and have

himg messdy for Safunda:”

While Thpp bl al ey baen assaned ol
placeinthe kst six prioriothe game, Kelly
admined that losing anothermatch toone
oot lengrestablilsed sop three bva small
oneargin would hiove been iough io ke,

“Adwimdimeger ol & game, It was alp
ruck all the wary through. There wasntan
imch given ortaken there and we're delsgiy-
o oo oot with somecthing st of it s
wievie been cosing dosvn allen enciigh

anwi i horre with one- and two-point
dhefeats, so i was imgortam we golsomi-
thingrout of L We alse sopped the group,
which [ suppose hedped s i ee drs
Baelby bost pralbeeper Cankmile Bourke
i the first half throwgh injury and with
Blenise Gaube crsing mayhem, intro-
duced Mainésid Eviston tohelp turmn the
bl [ il sdche’s nniar,
“Thst’s b vamy thsses tivirgrs e, Theyilan
upger o vith Caode neide. Wi ot
un Ml and she dida vl possd jobon
her, That's the wavit gocs”
Therewrnsame confusion meran Eime-
ar MoCarath lree hal Do) bean recordied s
o it o i seareboand andd bnrthe Tip-
perary stats tewm but when theythouha
dhieswwent it Ball-ame bevel, By neammed
ok e, Bt onee mode, el didin’
ake foomuch ol an issue al it
*Deeappodnbed . . . bul we dsdn't feous
gy it heal Pt hee said,



By Daragh 0 Conchilir

KILEENNY and Cork will meeer in
it mouth-watering quarter-final
rematch of last yvear's Glen Dim-
shex All-Tveland Senior camogie
inal as part of a double-hieader
with the All-Ireland hurling semi-
{Enal involving Kilkenny and Clare
next Sundiy,

The other gquarter-Tinal will be
between Tipperary and Antrim and
will take plece ahead of the hurlin
s¢mi-final between Limerick an
Galway on Saturday,

Waiting for them in the semi-
finals will be National League
champions Galway and last year's
somi-Tinalists and current Division
18 title holders Waterford

Meanwhile, Wexford, Down and
Offaly will battle to avoid relegs-
tin to the intermediate ranks.

"The Cats ruuﬁhl o1 & barnstoc.
ing 2-8to 1-11 draw with Tippera
at UPMC Nowlan Park, a result
that sent them through s runmners-
uq o thelr nelghbours,

'ipﬂtlnat goalkeeper Caoimbe
"Bourke and joint-skipper Clodagh
Chuirike to injury in the first half but

& Kilkenny
responded in
style witha
great goal by
Denise Gaule ¥

were able to call on former All-Star
netminder Aine Slattery, while
Mairéand Eviston bad a big impact
in helping o reduce the impact of
Denise Gaule,

The visiters got off to a great
start, an uncharacteristic mistake
from Kilkenny f:fmm Anife Mor-
tis punished by Radsin Hownrd for

il.ﬁnat.
llkenny responded in style with
a fantastic goal by Gaule and then
another major from Aoile Prender
giast to move four points ahead but
with Eimear Mclrath accurate
from placed balls, Tipp shat five of
the next six scores, including a
brace of points by Casey Hennessy,
:Iu?g-n in fewel at the break, 2-4 o
They dominated much of the sec-
ond hall but were very wasteful
v although bullding o three-paint
lead and holding Kilkenny score-
less for 17 second-hall minutes,
Azha McHardy, Katle Nolan and
Gaule - with a huge effort - sud-
denly restored parity and they
It ather Group 2 outing, Wex-
ford needed a big win over Dublin
and for Kilkenny to lose heavily 1o
have & chance of qualification burt,

Camogic Round-up

¥

CATS DM THE
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Nolan tikes on
Tipperary
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Cats through

o

guarter-finals
after Tipp draw

in the end, a first victory of the sea-
som in mational competition for the
women in blue consigned the Yel-
towbellies to the relepation play-
offs on-a0-16 ta 1-10 scoreline.
Aiisling Maher and Aigling O'MNeill
scored ten points between them for
Gerry uakd's side and though
Ciara 0'Connor hit 1-7 for Wesdford,
it wasn't enough to deny the Metro-
ﬁ#m;s -half goals gave Cark
o first: pos Ve the
freedom to open up fnama secoad
hall and record the 3-19 to 0-8 vie-
Vory over Clare at Cusack Park that

cemented their quarter-final quali-
ficntion.

The Rebels have stuttered to date
but those majors from Sorcha
McCartan and a trademark Fiona

effort sent them in at the
break leading by 2.6 1o 0-6, with
0'Connor and Lorna McNamara
slotting five points aach.

Matt was withaut
the services of Hannah Looney and
Fit-again Orlaith Cahalane, who
wire on football duty, but would
have been delighted to be able to
call upon vastly experienced

defender Pamela Mackey after

ury.
H’im Leesiders were able to play
with more freadom on the resump-
tion, though McNamara's depar-
ture was a big blow
f]uédmu'hmﬁiﬁﬂ' hernr rarged @
Ereen on Way o rege
istering a tallyv of 1-9 with eighllgﬁ-
ferent plavers getting on the
scoreshest

Galveay confirmed their spot oo

of Group 1 with a third majFJnr

triumph, proving toeo strong for
Down on a 1-18 to (-10 scoreline.

Cathal Murray's side had the
ge done in the first half and
were ahead 1-10 to 0-4 at the inter-
val Carrie Dolan put seven points
onto Niamh HannifTv's goal, while
Niamh Mallon hit all the Down
scores and it was a cruise to the
finish line, though the home team
battled all the way.

Warterford delivered a real state-
ment of intent when cruising to a
516 to 0-10 victory over Antrim in
a clash between two already quali-
fied teams at the top of Group 3 a1
the SETU Arena.

The vizitors just could not cope
with Waterford's scoring artillery
and Sedn Power's squad were ruth-
less in scoring four goals in nine
minutes in the first half to put the
" Beth Carton began

the goal Tush
and Mairead O'Brien mﬁ T
before Miamh Rockett regisiered
her customary major. Carton
lobbed Caitriona Gr. for her
second carly in the second half
and finished with 2-10 (o' seal top

spot.
In the group’s other game, Limer-
ick ensured their senior status for
next year by waltzing o s 514
0-5 success, goals from Sarsh
'Brien, Aine Revnolds, Claire
Feating, Laura Fennelly and Liz-
mnaﬂucrlan eaking it & doy 1o For-
For Offaly, wha wers anly 15 to
behind at the break but failed 10
score in the second half,

Tipperary forced to take the long way around after draw

Three imta two doesn't go
which means that Tipperary
are the group winners to miss
ot oma dinect route o the Glen
Dimplex  All-Ireland  Senjor
Championship semi-finals and
this chemoe toaake n breah tha
would have come with it,

Fallowing a thrilling draw
with neighbours Killkenny gt
UPMC Nowlan Park (22 4o
E-11}, the Premier wene drawn
aut af the hat fora quarier-final
oust with Antrimi a1 Croke

rk as part of a double-eader
with the  Limerick/Galway
All-Ireland hurling semi-fing]
on Saturday,

In the other quarter-fimal,
alsoat Headguarers anc sclwed-
uled o take place before the
hurling -semi-final involving
Kilkenny and Clare, the Cars
will play Cork. who pulled away
in the second half to record a
319 vo 0-8 triumph over the
Ranner's :

This iz a repeat of last year's
All-Ireland final won by the

Saripeyw e

Galway, who beat Down by
118 to 010 fo maintain their
100 peer cent recond, and Waters
ford, who did likewise as Beth
Carton scored 2-10 in their 5-16
o O-100 diefeear of Anirim, bie in

wait for the winners, with the
semd-Tinals being held ag UPMC
Mowlam Park on July 22nd.

Trailing
Of the ieams that findsled boe-
tom in the three groaps, Offaly,
who falled te scare in the see-
ond half a1 a time when they
were trailing by only a goal op
thewny 1o a 5-14 to -5 reverse
e Limerick, drew the short
straw nnd have one shot at gur-
vival, as they await the laser of
Down v Wexford, with the Ll-
sber dude having home advan-
tage in that game.

Wexdlord had had a small

chanece of progressiag o the
knockout stazes but Dubdin got
the better of them by 0:-16 to
11 0po ensure they would retain
sendor status and send the Yel-
lowhbeilies inte the relepaton
playvolis.

Tippermry monager, Denis
Kelly admitted thar he would
have preferred to have had a
three-week break to a semi:fi-
naland s expecting a stromg ex-
aminntion from an Antrim
team that suffered their firstdie-
leat against a red-hor Dése side
at the SetuArena,

"W ean't do anyihing nboui
it now,” the manager told Tip-

perary Camogle. “We'd proba-
bly prefer that extra bit of a
break “cos bodies 2re going o
be wery sore. Antrim are going
Io give it everyhing as well in
Croke Park so it won't be an
CASY FAmE.

DOriveron”
“50 we'd prefer the break bur it
15 what it isnow and we have to
refocus the minds, get oor-
sefves back into recovery in the
:;dmh:ﬁ drive I:I]n L miﬂ:
() ready for
Sanerday.” e
Ine the Glen Dimplex All-lre-
land Intermediare Champion-

ship, Kilkenny play Wexfrrd
amwl Cork ploy Meath in the next
wietk s quarter-fanks, with Dher-
ry and Westmeath qualified for
thesemi-finaks,

Carbow have home advan-
tagein therelegationsemi-final
against Duldin and the boser
will play Laois t6 determine
wiho makes the drop,

Armagh and Tipperary ore
coafirmed participangs in the
Glen Dimplex All-ircland Pre-
mier Jundor senvi-fmaks, await-
ing the peame of next week's
quarter-finals - iny R
seommon and L andl
Clare and Cavan.
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Cork too strong for
Galway and claim
second place in ' group

0-16
Hﬂy 0-8

CORK secured their place in
the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
Intermediate Camogie
quarter-final after they over-
came hobders Galway to finish
runners-up in their group be-
hind Kilkenny.

They had to batthe hard, and
it wasn 't until the beginning of
the fourth guarter that Cork
began to pull away.

It was winner-takes-all for
hath teams, so Galway ara out,
albeit with a new slde under
lhe rules having lified last

Ia?'l?ﬁeagaknst the stro
w&ref‘ullwlue%rthru—
podnt interval lead.

Galway got the game’s
opening score with an Ava
Lynskey point, but Clisna
O'Learv levelled with a free
before Laura Doyvle struck
from play

With lhal.t'drﬂ;nmhuhljnga
firm P on the Galway at-
tack, Cork held their lines.

Anibhinn Barry made it 0.2
each before three pointz in a
row from Lauren Homan (2)
and Lucy Allén nosed them in
front.

Rase Murphy and 0O'Lea
added to Cork's tally an
Chioe Broderick replied be-
fore Stephanie Beausang de-
nied Barry with a good save.

Broderick pounced before
the break, but Cork were still

T o -4 up.

Om e resumption, Homan
converted a free, but Cork hit
then strock fonr successive
wides with Hiamh Horan

= Mary Newman

pointing for Galviy,

The Trits then went 17 min-
ibes without a score as Cork
Im[?pﬁw the tempo, the B

ng the po, Lthe Be-
bels split the posts through
Allen, Rachel Harty, and

L 1.
m then won a penal-

ty afer Harty was impeded on
her path to goal. Homan
cli%ged it over, and from there
the finish them was only
going to be one outcome.

The Cork attack picked off
points; Homan and Rose
Murphy with two each. before
Broderick and Niamh Spell-
man (2} brought the curtain
down on the lagt game in

1 paii), J:I-‘Lnry ﬂﬁlﬁﬂ
=3, L Align 0

faach.

Gatway: C Benglesiek 0-3 (02 1 0-1 45},
H Spetiman 0-2 1 A Lymskeg M Hotin, A
Bary 01 gabcih

Eﬂﬂﬂ.—ﬂ Ba aﬂul'ﬂ:LI:
amm I'hlmri:
Mgty Lm.ﬁ-

Sola: lem C Dooloy (425, 1

sru-mmhrt T MeCaithey
Dﬂ'ﬂﬂdmmhh'hlz

qumﬂﬂmnhlﬂwm

E Burka; 5%5“11}'.1!
nq-;hulH I':B?rl:dﬂld.llmi-
fary (), A Barmy; W Homn, K Mannion, M

?

St A oo lor J Pl 5 Wciiin-
boy o € Mbarericns (369, K Colsman for 5
Forde (43}, N Spallman for B Hughss
, A fiock for G Brodench (56).
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Clare

Cork ¥ 3-19

CORK are through to the Glen Dim-
plex All-Ireland quarter-final after an
emphatic victory over Clare in Cus-
ack Park on Saturday afternoon.

Cork needed at least o draw to ensure a
guarter-final spot next weekend, and the
ohteome in Ennls was never in doubt from
early on, even though it took a while for
Cork lo ter thelr first score,

Cork will face Kilkenny at Croke Park
(T3] saturda:.- a3 part of a double-header
with Clare-Ellkenny in the All-Irleand
SHC semi-final.

There was one change to Cork's team o
the which played Down, Pamela Mackey
:‘ﬂplulngﬁ O'Meill.

A ztrong wind that blow left to I‘ight!ﬁﬂ
vouired Clare amd a raucous roar greeled
Clare ag they emerged sscond from the
dregsing poom.

Both teams had left the field after the
national anthem in a continuation of the
camogle and ladies football players’ pro-
{est over concams mboud fair freatment.

It what was a scrappy encugh opening
half, Cork took a 2-6 to 0-8 lead info the
half-time dressing roaim

They always looked thz teattar alde inan
often slow-moving encounter, not helped
by an early injury (o Eimear Helly with

ay held up for more than fve minutes

Fally was substitated,

Tt bosods 12 minnabes for tha ofening sooms,
Soreha MeCartan had a goal chanes in the
opening minute. Katrina Mackoy put her
through, but from a tight angle, her at-
tompted bat to the net was blocked by

r Dodreann Murphy.
rk's goal came after Amy O'Connor
blocked a slow Clare cloarance and 1t of-
fered Metartan her second goal oppor-
tunity; this ime, she mads no mistake.

|

=

— R Y

Classv Cork
beat Banner

I:nrh’sinhtﬂ-:ﬂarﬂwﬂlﬂled by Clare's Chloe Morey.

At the other epd Amy Loee madé a biil-
lkant save from Aine O'Loughlin for what
wis Clare's only goal chance In the first
half as they lved off scraps, getling just
ane point frem play.

Cork lod 14 te 0-2 of 24 minutes, with
approximately 19 minutes of action

ayed, four points from ('Connor, ona

plak

Four puinl:: to one for Clare after thai,
all frecs, in what was a low-scoring game
from play as we headed towards the i
minites of additional dme,

It was o pood spell for Cork as the clock
ticked fownrnds short whistle, Saolrse
MeCarthy fod MeCartan who in turn foed
Fiona Heallng who went on one of her
runs down the middie, and as the pitch
uﬁnﬂed up, Mackey did well by pulling

Heating found herself in front of tho
posts and billowed the Ball o the net.

Mackey hit Cork’s third point from play
as they hald a comfortable léad against
this wind

Clars wore dealt n huge blow at the star
af thie second half Lorna MeNamara,
searer of five points in the first half, got in-
: Cork took contral from thers; ('Connor

and Mackey pointed before Orlabth Duag-
gan replied

A p_u-udmm it Mackay whao passed to

Cor's huhiﬂl:tﬂmﬂtﬁuﬂuﬂ‘hhﬂgﬂm Clara's Susan H‘}‘ﬂﬂl‘lﬂ their All-Ireland Smlinrclmnlt clash at Cusack Park.

Fichure: Brendan Gleeion

Ficture: Brendan Gleeson

O'Connor, whoe hit Cork's thind goal,
Clare fought on. Another brilliant biock
by Leeon O'Loughlin, and Chlos Sigerson
sanding good ball inskde Cork pushed 3-11
ti -7 ahiead,

The stap-starl nature erept back Inio
the game with a several = 5.

The substitutes started for both sides
carly. Surprisingly, Hatnnn I'-i:ll:h;l:’_!.' wiis
one of them; she hasn't seen too mueh
garme thime this year,

Clare had their quata all five on before
the final quarier, That dikdn’t strengthen
thelr cause with just a ivo-peint retorm in
the second hatl,

Beorare for Clare: L Mohsman 05 (0-41, 01 45], O
Desgrgans 0+, A Wik 0-1

Coriz & GrGonnat 1-8 0-7 [, 5 MoCartan 1-3, F Kasting
1q_lh¢kw.ﬂﬁmﬂ-2.ﬂﬂ-jﬂ-m£ﬂmﬂrr.ﬂﬂm-
nin [T}, 01 saih

CLARE: O Mishy; CGrogan, |5 Dabky, © HOHI
 Hahir, h?ﬁﬂ%%
iDiea, 2 Spdlecs: E Haly, A

finj. T, A Hamne jor L Daly

a2, A Frfa ¢ G My (3
CORK: i.Lul-Il.b.-rph-_.l.L
iHealy L Treacy, | Crfisgan; §
gersen, F Keating, C Hoaby: A O'Connor, K

I-Iu't-u'li'-

IW{ 1 Bbaudy (4, T Fire doe I Mackey
4], ﬁﬂ-mu Cashaang (61), 0 Coonin for B Molar-
tan {58, A& Smith o b GGonear (51

Toader e Lir Deavgreary [Hilieoray)

Hﬁm-ﬁ-
hhdi



Kelly gets ready for quick turnaround

Daragh O Conchuir

Throe into twe dossn’t go,
which means Tipperary ano
thie group winners W piss ot
o direct roobe to the Glen
Dimplex All-lceland Senior
Camogio Championship sémi:
finale amd the chanos to ke n
treath that would have come
with it.

Following a thrilling draw
with nefghboprs Kilkenny ai
UFPMC Nowlan Park (2-8 to
E-1E), the Premier County
were deiwn out of the hat fora
gquartor-final joust with An-
irim at Croke Park as part of
a doubleheader with the Lime
erick v Galway All-lreland
E:;‘iinu: semi-final on Sator-

In the other quarter-final,
also af hoadguartors and
scheduled to ake place befom:
the hurling semi-final invel-
ving Rilkenny and Clare, the
Cats will play Cork, who
pruakbed away in the secomnd lalf
b record a-3-19 to -8 triumph
over the Banner's camogs.
This is a repeat of st vear's
All-freland final won by the
Stripeywomen,

Gitlway, who beat [vwm by
1-1# to 0-10 to maintaln their
100% record, and Waterford,
witiin ihiel likewiso as Beth Car-
ton scored 2-10 in their 3-16 to
010 diefeat of Antrim, lle in
winlt [ the winaers, with the
semi-finals being held ai
%PHC Mowilan Park on July

Of the teams that {infzhed
hottom in the three groups, OF
faly, who failéd to score in the
second half &t a time when
they woere trailing by only a
goal on the way to 514 o 05
reverse (0 Limeriel, deow the
litoral short straw and have
onfe shot of survival in the top
tior, o= they awakt the leser of
Down v Wexford, with the
Ulster contingont having
home silvaninge b that game.

Wirclord had a small chapoe
of progressing to the knoclk-
ol stages, b Dhiblin gof the
botter of tlaem by 0-16 10110 to
enare they would retain sen-
1 states and send the Yellow-
bellies into the relegation
play-alTs.

rary manager Denis
Kelly admitted that he would
have preferred to have had a
three-week break to a semi-

Camogle
Daragh & Conchiir

It is admost 41 years oo ihe day
sice Antrim last reached the
knockout stages of the All-Ire-
land Senjor Camoghe Cham-
janghip but the current tradl-
E|H¥L":|"J- il feams of yore are
inestrienbly linked.

Annn Connolly i3 a member
of the squad I'Jult.ﬂk-uin‘n:li"l"ip-
perary in lmorrow s Glen
Dimplex All-Teelonnd quarber-
fimal af Croke Park (30pm.

Her molther Mary {mie
MehMullan) played im the
qquartor-final defeat by Linscr-
fele b Adlare an July d, R As
i teenager, she had lined out
nt right wing-teick when the

Tipperary’s Cait Devane tries to hold off

UPMC Nowlan Park.

final and iz expecting & strong
exanlition mom an Antrim
team that suffered their firse
defeat agninzst n red-hot Ddéfsp
ghile af the Setu Arena, -

“We can't do an}'unjmhum
it nw'"c"m m.-:nnrww ; m*ijt
perary Camogie, “We'
ably prefer ihat extra bit of o
tireak ‘cos are palng (o
be very =ore. Antrim are going
to give {f everything as well in
Croke Park so it won't e an
EEISY ERLITALE.

“Eo we'd prefer the brenk
bt it is whnt it is now and we
have to refocus the minds, pet
ourselves back into recovery
in the mornksg, drive on next
week and have evervihing
ready for Satupdny.”

While Tipp had already
Iscen assured of a place in the
lagt gbx prior to the game,
Kelly admiiied that fosing

'H"ﬁ""#

/

J"""

M;Euumhhhﬂuﬂnmmawmiﬁ&m!mnht

the All-lreland

Cork’s Rose % tackled by Galway's Joanne Daly in ]
. Eddie 0'Hare

intermediate pionship game at Ballinbough.
anather game to one of the been

h fo k.
long-estallished top thres by a “A humdinger of a game,
small margin wonld have ‘twos nip-and-tuck all the way

Ficture: Evan Treacy/Inpho

through. Thers wasn't an inch
given or taken there and we'ne
delighted to come out with
something out of it as we've
been coming down alten
enough and going home with
o= and two-point dafeats o
‘Twas Important we got some-
thing out of 11, We also topped
the group which [ zuppose
hE}F’ us fn the draw,”

elly lost goalkeeper
Caoimhe Bourke in the Ignt
half through injury and with
Denise Ganule causing may-
hem, introdues] Mairesd Ev-
iston to help turn the tide tn
his shile's favour,

“Thist's ihe Wy these things
E:-Thala;dan_ua-rperhm writh
Gaule inslde. We brought in
Muiréad nnd she did a right
good job on hef. That's the
way It goes. Next day it could
bir someone else but we con't

Saffrons standing on shoulders of giants

lnst of Antrim s six Alk-lreland
titles had been won three
vears provioasiy.

There was a time when An-
trim were superpowers of the
game nnd eurrent capixin
Lucia MeMaughton and de-
fenuder Maorin Lynn-0"Hara
have grown upon the stories
aof thelr late grandmofher
Maria MoGarry, who was an
18- yenr-obi myer when the
Saffrons seaked a famous All-
Treland thrve-in-a-row in 1847,

MeManighton has had anin-
Jury-interrugpitol compalgs
ol shioubl g6 Some [

o Satnrday, having been in-
trotluced for her flrst cham-
pionship minoles against
wnl..bz.nmn L;h-ﬂ Eﬂ:ﬂﬁﬂﬂm
only m

it hor surnarme I the middbe
of June and has postponed ler
honeymoeon fndefinitely antil
thi inter-ouniy Senson is codl:
cludsl That's what thie jersey
anil the sparts means and
Connally Snr is delighited thit
i gap b the st fime Anieim
were aanomigs the elite as been
baridzed.

"Ilﬁlundrd the mecting in
thiz Db 1880 wisen i was dis

cided that the county be re-
graded to junlor,” sajd Con-
nolly in The Irish News this
weehk, “Thers wis mo inber-
mesliate level ot il time,

] spoke against it on the
nbght, [wanted Anteim to stay
i Mecause it is easier to go
dhivwvm i orachie U it 5 bo GO
back up. Bul the yole went
aEainst us. However, | niver
thought it would take this lomg
o get 15:11 o whehe We once

played.

Connolly haits the ground-
work that brodght Antrim
back to this stage, despile

being without at least five
thint wouild De regulars

injury, or in the case  challenge

of Chice Brain, after becom-
ing amother.

e oo
m : =LY Bn
rest all came through goad
warl mhi:m_ lﬂltl'llﬂ-'tgI
feoding bt connty -
eams. They wore also sue-
cosaful at schowls level and
Cposs & Passion lost a couple
of All-Treland senfor A finals..

schaal in

Camogie
quarter=-final

Saturdny, 8: Tippeesrary
kﬂnﬁ#ﬁhﬂm
Sunday, B Ky
Coek, Croke 1::!'1.‘.||:u1'1'|I
Soml-finalists: Gabway and

wait apound, sitiing on our
hands and we had to make our
moves. Teday they worked
and anather day they mightn'e
but we were hap}:y they
worked for us foday.

There was some confusion
over an Eimear MeGrath froe
that had been recorded 4z a

nt on the scoreboard and

the Tipperary stats team
but when they thought they
went in at haif-time level, they
resumed a point down. But
GINCE TN, didn’t make
too masch of an issue of it Just
like the draw, it ks better not 4o
waste energy on anything you
canwet impact.

“Disappointed... but we

foous on it at halftime.
We sadd we'd contmal the con-
lmllun'hlﬂls- control nm
rale i mﬂr alk )
in the second half. So I sup-
piose It worked for us, we
dhicn’t dwell on it too much bat
af the same time, if we came
ot losing the mame by a point,
wa'd be very sore golng
home,"

In the Glen Dimplex Al
land Intermediate Champion-
ship, Kilkenny play Wezford
and Cork play Meath in the
nelt week s quarter-finals,
with Derry and Westmenth
gualified for the seml-finals.

Carlow have home advan-
wage in the relegation semi-
final against T n and the
Lot will play Laoks 1o deter-
mineé wiho makes the drop,

Armagh and Tipperary ame

Ghon Dimples Al letand Pre.

mier Junior semi-finals,
awaiting the vutcoane of next
week's quarter-finals inval-
ving Rescommuon agminst Lim-
erfck and Clane versus Cavan.

All-Ireland clul final, clobse
from the conniy alde fo Som-

pete at e fop lew,
“That i;srphs- 1hia enrrent
squad has the best chance of

wlm and building
o bac: a team that ':-BI;

qumnm Crake Park is
; What
{if i would et beat T

%
QE



Bl

vou have said amd ty
words ‘Fraher Fi

LEli = g i
mEn

only did Fraher the on that
carner of Grattan Square,
but he owned a drapery
there called the Gaslic Chit-
fitting Store, which sup-
plied gear to — among
others — the West
Waterford TRA
doring the War

ol the
wall of the wine shop

" MumiEr-
ous Himes, you have never
o thotight to the
ehind the name. A
itbck googhe réveals that et

great photo of Dan o
! 8 Jpamts,
pinned to his chest, a Dungar-
v GAA haton his head.
How, often da e mention
names of the

withourt thi of the poer-
- som behingd E“Fninﬂ l_:EgIrm
that a lat of the names are
atrong words in ol of them-
salbvos: Croke, Semple,
Caoimh, MacHale, Casement,
Nowlan, Cusack, Mavybe that's
the best Kind of aftertife — to
transcend humanity and be-
come & streal, o o traln.
station, or a playing field. To
have your name spoken fine-
quenthy,

nothing better dem-
onstrates the anidl
pmﬂmncenflﬂmh tha ks
real estate. A plich in every

Eimear

aof Indepen-
denee, A

cupsary
]

supplies a

some ground to make

pitches and stadivms will be
among the most hatly con-
bested fssues. Tam locky in
that T plied my camogie trade
in mmmmﬁ:éplﬁmry
and Cork, that i own
OIEALY camogie grounds.
When it came to county

tratnkng or the business end of
club cham , the cogm.
iy boards "t mood o go o
the GAA for venues — they
had their own promizes. But
this fan't the cage in every
CONmEY. At poods level,
GAA clubs have genecally
beren excellent af sharing their
spivoes with wormen's teams,
bt Bf push ever came to shove
= Lo i and girls were
vying for the same timesiot on
the same pltch — it generally
broke the lnds® way. At club
level, this resnifed in incon-
vinience and amall lights to
women's teams: at intercoun-
1y v, unider the media's

gacee, [t could be a hid mess. as
with the LGFA All-Treland
semyl-final debacle of 2020,

TS a fairly e gab of
Pt Ak
s L

Despite [fs presence in
every community in Ireland,
the GAA always his been, and
for now remaing, a fraternal
organization. It didn"t ooeur to
il lads in 1884 that women
might want to play Gaelie
Emes; mayhbe it didnt even
occir to them that women
wolild be capable. So they
made o provision for women
to play. Mavbe that can be
understood in the context of
the time, but what's more sur-
prising is that the GAA made
it 140 years before starting the
process to formally bring the
woren's codes under jis ans-
IJIL‘H. When it comes o equal-
ty, the GAA has somae ground

ta make up,

The statement releassd I
the GPA on Tuesdoy, sipned
by the &8 malbe inter-county
captains in support of ther fe-
male colleagues, wis ns im-
pressive a sign of solidarity s
v seen since the WGEA
and GPA merped in December
XX, The =i tories fully put
it up fo the leadership of the
GAA, invoking the principles

(that they hold dear: ‘Comnmn-
lﬂlilismt‘rmhmtnrnurﬁ.p
sociation ... if our neighbour
Iz struggling or requires help,
the local GAA clubysteps up to
rovide 1t ... Are vou going to
ve that value of community,
or will you allow this oppor-
tunity for positive change to

peass v hy?

The GAA makes much of s
diversity and inclusion. Whers
e all belong, ag the agline

It's tlme for the GAA to
earn that slogan.

LAMERICK LADIES: Mary Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald’s Woodlznds H

Ann

GPA using female players
as ‘pawns’, says Howard

Stephen Barry

Eruident Liz ard h:s“m
O ac-
cused the GEA of using female
rsas ™ af
e Ee e the S
day Game's first female pun-
dit and the first woman
elected as a GAA county board
officer, described the protests
by inter-county camogie and
football panels as “silly".

*I think they're wiry silly
because the GAA iz being
forced into integration by the
Government and Sport Tre-
land,” she told Tipp FM's

i,

Exira Time .
v Comsogie (Attt} Tor
i
a long tlme and | heve found
with the GAA. you get your
foot Im the door and then you
pontly case in thi nest,
~I think they're being used
s pawns by the GPA. Over the
yeqrs, vout ve had o kot of very
controversinl peopls thera
who, many of i yon ﬁ:
bk, cansed the Cork stri
and personaliy 1 think Cork
has never fully recoverad

Fraim that.
“Ive talked to a few of them

{current players) and I"ve said
to them, ease back, you'll get
an awful lot more by using the
honey approach than this
kind of ch.”

Playars are demanding
minimum standards of care
and welfre to e enshrined in

a mandatory charter from
DR

They have hidd protests be-
fore games and this week pe
caived support from thelr

m
letber signed E all 68 captaing
of men’s inter-county teams.
=Mow tedr issues are about
expenses, Camoghe, while it
has mads huge prograss and
has some sponsorship, gener-
ates nothing likKe the revenos
of the GAA. And what are they
Inoking for? I'm not quite
sure,” sald Howard. “Is 1t for
the GAA to pay their ox-
penses? You've got fo be real
and yon've got to m:.dmmmi
it (Integration) is complex,
Howard raised questions
over the On Proeess
being undertaken by the
Steeping Group on Intoe-
tiom. by former presl.
EI:I'H. of Ireland Mary MeA-
leese,

*[ have concerns abaut i

Miriam O'Callaghan, a
ferrific woman who was presi-
deait of the Camogie before me,
and I, neither of us have
been asked aur views on
integration. Who are they
ang_,l-:lng? Wha are they talking

“1 think MeAlecse L5

very pro the GAA and [ just
wiander 15 she there becauso
she's more GAA than
WOTEN'S
ity blunt statement. 1 just
don't know where its going.

sports? And that's a

"T'm making a statement

based on what 1 know about
her closeness to the GAA. |
think she has been & brilliant
president but 1 don’t Know
whers it"s going.

*T've agked: What progress

had been made? Where are wo
at? Who is with us¥ Who ia
against ws? And T feankly do
not Kaow.

*I thought it was 2 mistake

anad I‘n: sure u:'b!;:Etl'r ;n-;-;ﬂlldmu
weren L ashed opiniomns,
wietd all have views and we'd
nll have an inpot and wa'd
all have the goad of all

pesocintions {at heart), not
jusk ona,™

When it comes to equality,

community, phes animposing
cotnty grounds in each cotrs

—an mgﬂwdmlstgﬂw

j " elupels. Even

helng pucked or
mmﬁﬁhumihmw,
presence, amd clout:

[ was chatting to a fellow
writer rooe Wil e
tioned in that he was

researching the history of St
Tiernach's Park in Clones, 1t

wns bonght, ho told me, in 104
fior £300. And look, 700 in the
18 wns 0 decent snm —
abiont 25,000 in today's
money, according to e Bank
af England's inflation ealeuln:
tor, But still, relatively speak-
ing, a hargaln, It's not unosial
to hear of GAA pitches cost-
ingld times that amont o chs-
vitlop these days.
Because of its many hiztord-
eal acquisitions, the GAA is
rich in propenty in a way il
it= sister erganisations, the

the GAA has

LGFA and the Camogle As-
Chitioete e lop o
ma b

in exdstence stnce 1504, and
ho LGEFA slvee 1574, i only
the last sovernl decsdes tht

these sports have gnthered

Munding, momentiam and

D Bhcas ik et e (v

solution to the pitches quan-
dary is for the wamen to get
thedr own, but in a meedern
contoxt that's easier sald than
dope,

Im comparison to the GAd
and (s legacy properiy -
folio, the women's ril-
sations.aro lke broke mdllen-
nials trying to scrape together
ad k while simulta-
neously paying high renis.

It's jusk over towo woeks
sinee ropresentatives from
vy commogie nnd Iadies foot-
ball paned hield a press confer-
enek o annoianes that thoy

would ba playing the re-
mainder of the championship
under protesi”.

The issues they highliphited
wers Hl aiimn ones |
boon inz about in the
midtim for years — ek af exs
penses, and troubie secessing
oprdinnry fcilities Hke the
"i‘"“' physio, and Ing
ptches — it gathering to-
gothar to prezent tholr saues
s - undted front had o
stronger Impact than individ-
iial testimany.

Ewvon though Integration is
aprprently amberosiy, equl-
tubile conditions may not e in
Pl in time to edp the cur
rent crop of plavers. A2 their
staberment read, they are nao
boriger willing to-‘patlently &
dlure the treatment of second.
chitz cltizens’.

in the pending intepration
of 1his three Gaelic games or-
spandsations, the allocation of

cuse Hotel along with Limerick team captains

{junbor camogie), Roisin Ambrose {senior fostball), and Marion Quaid (ladies senior
camoegie] to mark the hhru.ﬁ-nmmimﬁnmms. K ’



‘We're at our best when people

doubt us,’ insists bossTwomey

Cork take on
All-Ireland
champions
Kilkenny in
rematch of
2022 final

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

CORK take on reigning cham-
pions Kilkenny in a mouth-wa-
tering Glen Dimplex All-Ire-
land senior championship
guarter-final showdown this
Sunday.

Thiz is a rematch of the
2022 Alk-lretand final that the
Cats won, 1-13 to 1-12, and this
weckend's clash in Croke Park
1.20pm (live on RTE 2} will be
the end of the road for one of
these big puns.

The game will also act as the
curtain-raiser o the All-Ircland
SHC semi-fimal between Kilken-
iy aundd Clare,

Cork boss Matthew Twomey |

is relishing the chance to take
on Kilkenny, knowing too it's
the hardest possible rest his
side could foce at this sage.

"We're in the position now
wheere we have to play the best
teams and Kilkenny are All-Ire-
land champions, Twomey sald.

1 ratlver we ot them now,
If we played Antrim and won,
we'd probably be hiding cracks.
We want 1o be tested. We want
1o go e to e with the bast
teams and see how we go,”

The Cork manager believes
that last year’s All-lIreland final
will have no relevance 1o Sun-
ilay's game,

“There's only two or three
of the management from last
year left now. The game last
vear might be at the back of
someone’s head but there's no
such thing as revenge because
if you have that, you're only
putting pressure on yoursell,
This s our next march now, We
won't be looking backwards,
just forwards Twomey sabd

Cork find themselves in an
All-Ireland quarter-final after
finishing runners-up in Groug
I, behind Galway, The Rebels
recorded a resounding 3-19 10
O-8 victory over Clare at Cy-
zack Park last Saturday that
cemented their quarter-final
qualification. Goals from Sor-
cha McCartan and a trademark
Fiona Keating effort sent them
in at the break leading by 2-6
to O0-6. Amy O°Connor raised
a third green Mag on her way
10 registering a tally of 1-9 and
eight different players getting
on the Cork scoresheet. It was
the ideal warm-up before the
trip to Croke Park on Sunday,

Cork's Flona Keating inacton inthe 2022 All-lreland senlor camogie final in Croke Park.

‘Wewanttogotoeto
toe with the best teams
and see howwego.’

- Matthew Twomey,
Cork manager

which will see Kilkenny well
supparted as their hurlers ane
i action afterwirds.

‘l don't think it matters
where we play. We played Kilk-
enny in the national keague in
Mowlan Fark and beat them
comfortably that day. The fans
could be erucial, if a game is
eoming down the final hurdle,
Cork boss Twamey said.

°It ks up to the players now,
we talk o awful box absou tleeir
character and this is the bigaest
test 5o far this year. There's
nothing overdaunting about it
it's a great opportunity. Netther
team will be affected by the
grorsd.’

Cork have won their last two
games after a run of four losses
in o row in all competitions.
Mor only that but they soored
319 for two Enmes i a row
against Doven and Clare, The
confidence is coming back at
the right time.

“Wewere under pressure go-
ing up to Ennis with all the stuff
going on with dual players and
strikes. We weren't going too
well before it. If we can contin-
ue abong those lines of the Inst
rwo games, it would be great,”
Twomey admivred,

'It’s good for our confidence,
cspecinlly in the forwards, We
were creating lots of chane-
£5, Nt just comnverting. We're
mare direct than a few weeks
apobut there’s a lot of noom for
improvement. The way we won
the kst two games wis gneat
and it’s given us confidence, We
trust the system, we trust the
process. Wi have to implement
that as best as we can for the
Elkenny pame.

A positive for the team is
the availability of all four dual
plavers - Libby Coppinger,
Hannah Loogey, Orlaith Ca-
halane (back from injury) and
Aoife Helay ~ and there won't
be any more fixtures clashes
this season.

‘It’s huge becaunse we
shouldn't be in this position,
It’s very unfair that you're in
All-Ireland series inter-county
games and vou're down four
plavers, Twomevargued. Hav-
i the fowr together going to
training and preparing for Sun-

day i= grear, We now e o full
squad 1o pick from again.”
Brinn Dowling's Kilkenny
drew their st game against
Tipperary, 2-8 1o 1-11, bur are
still unbeaten in this year's
championship. Twomey is fully
aware of their threats.
“They've gone through the
All-Ireland series unbeatedn.
They're All-Ireland champions
amd on vog of that they're going
g0 have 10,000/15,000 on Sun-
day whereas (most) Cork fans
aren't going to travel to Dub-
lin. Owr backs are to the wall,
there’s no doubt abour that bar

Thompsen
and Laura Hayes willbe back inthe Cork
paned for Sunday"s All-Ineland quarter -

final clash with Kikenry,

Thampson
suffered aorocive nbury In August 2022
wehite Hayes was also sidelioed with a

knee infury.

THOMPSON BOOST

the players look forward to this
kind of game. 1 think we're at
our best when people donbt ug,”
Twomey sabd,

*They're ferecious and rena-
civug. They'd want to make the
pitch as small as possible and
make it info a batile for us he
explained. “They have quality
players who can win & game on
their own like Denise Gaule and
Eatie Power. We hnve to have o
plan for all those players oo,
You're not gmn.g to be able o

shut them out but performing
to the best of our abdlity will be

our gl

mmmmmmmmmumm Twormay
confirred. They were training charing Lho week: Il will make 2 big

difference to the team.”

Anather boost wat the reburn of Emniskeane’s Orla Cronin against

Chare last mmwmw:mmmm

Soon a peint. Twomey sald W were delzhied with -
mhrwammrmﬂhmwm ‘f - - g



Cork's Katle Walsh gets away from Kildare's Maria Doyle, left, and Siob-
Intermediate Championship match

it Hureyduring thelr Al eand

Cork and

Picture: Daire Brennan/Sportsfile

Meath battle

it out for AlFireland
Intermediate semi spot

intormacliate Can
hampionship

quartar-final: Cork v Maath,

Semple Stadium, 1pm

IT"S winner iakes all when Cork
faca Maaih in the Glen
All-lreland Intermediate Cham.-
pionship in Sample Stadium
foday

mﬁqummmmm

poinl.

in champlionship, they amangad
hmnﬁrwpamnm%
having surprisingly lost 1o =
mgath 315 to 0-11. It was & re-
=0l that Meath would nat have

axpeciad given their 21315 18
ﬂﬂamw the =amé oppo-

n

They and cvercams

ﬁwmmmm it it o
QICUD BE MUNNSE- LD Bahind

Wastmaath

mmmmmm
ana of thair

paign, they ang determined 10
e Tl & 5.

% yaor hi hag introduced a
group of newcomens imo his
panel bo neplace retiing players,
and belona the league final he

E

m Mary Newman

BEZEZEED
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Cork's Rachel Harty trigs to clear the ball under pressure from Kilke

nny's Mairead Kennedy during their Mational League Division 28 final
replay Picture Brendan Glegson
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CAMOGIE

IT'S a big day tomorrow for camogie.

1 can’t remember the last time that tws
of the h.njf three mat at the guarter-final
stages of the All-Ireland Champlonship,

It =eems too early to have one of these
two-knocked aut,

Cork and Kilkenny (1.30pm} do battle
ahead of tomorrow's Kilkenny-Clare hurl-

sembfnal, a g coup for the Kilkenny
support-wise,

The other quarter-final will be between
Tipperary and Antrim and will take place
ahead o tﬂdﬂﬁ'ﬂ- hurling semi-final be-
tween Limerick and Galway (3,30pm),

Waterford and Gabway head siralght to
the semi-final after last Saturday even.
ing's draws.

pite Cork’s less than impressive dis-

plays with & first-round roond champion-

defeat, and subseguent loss to Water-

ford in the Munster Championship,
they v had two sirong wins sinoe.

The apposition was weak, but if you
leak at Hitkenny, they also had fwo of
what would be considered weaker coun-
ties in thelr group, Wexford, and Dubiin,
and haven't set the world alight elther.

Comparing scores for pnd agalnst 15
fruitless when the teams are in different

ups, but 'Ll state it anyway, 660 for to

30 against for Cork; 6-3% for to 4-33
against for Kilkerny from the same
number of games.

The standard at sonior level has boan
far Iower than whal we should expect.

Thit eould change from lefe on,

Jdulianne Malone, Miriam Walsh, and
Mary O'Connell staried Lasl Augosts All-
Trokund fina] but are no longer in the Kil-
kenny squad,

Cork’s Ann O'Connor tries to block down Clare's Lowsie Ryan during their

A pity that one of
the big three will
exit championship

i B i
v nlf
F

i

ks W

Clare's Muireann Scanton puts Corks Laura Tra-
cey Cork under pressure, Ficture Beendan Gleeton

Cork have injuries to Ashling Thomp-
son, Laurn Hayes, and Ciara O'Sullivan
firom their starting line-up last year,

Thompson and Hayes could figune at
some stage; OrSullivan is £l in rehab as
s Hatle 'H:nnnl};r amil Olivia MeAllen.

ii'sa blgkask to come intio
Crole Fark after a year's absence. Hayes
has been ont for alx or seven weeks and
that is also a long time for an environmani
like Croke Park.

Youi can't hide there, But the HiR they'll
ve the side il called wpon In the final
qusrber will befelling.

If Cork can get over tomorrow, the next
v wooks will see another leap forward
in mateh fMinass,

It wouhid he o dream (o get them back on
the pitch and have Haves and Saoirse
MeCarthy drop hack to the half-back
Nanks, have Hannah Leoney partner
Thompaon it midfield, and the lcing on
the enke would he Orln Cronly inside on
e A0

But temormow first.

-

Fo s Ll

I IHF P e |
- :-E._-' - : ol i N

camogie match in Cuzadk Park.

.AH‘.-_“.F:'L] f ] i‘.itl.‘.ll

Picture Brendan Glassm

Orlaith Cabolane has beon declared £
and 1 think we're poing 1o need her at
somi &kage up front.

We still aren’t hitting the heights thore,
in all areas and everyone needs to carry
thedr oy water at the very leasi.

S0 much will depend on the infloence af
Kilkenny's Denise Gaule, linlng oul last
weekend at full-focward and finfshing
witly -5, 1-2 froam play,

I'm neot go sure they’ll place her thero
tomorrow. She won'l make much hay
against Libby Copplinger, and I feel she
will start at wi orward and fry (o ex-

Caoirk, but | think Covk will put Parmse-
hlackey on her if that is the casa,

Looney returns at midfield to partner
MeCarthy, with E!Hﬂ?‘ih‘ﬂpplhg bk it
the expenze of Aoife Healy or lzzy
O'Regan, [ imagne.

In the othor semi-final we expect Tip-
porary (o bé comfortable victors, al-
though they dicl sufler a couple of injuries
Last weekenad, Tipp were well on fop in the
second half against fhe Cots bul mizsed
CRinoes.

1t endbed i a deaw, and it was impariant
for (hem not bo luse again to one of the big
three, a monkey on their back for a
number of years.

The Cork intermediate side have o
tough game agalngt Meath in Thurles
1oy

¥

1t's a hig weskend for our senlor sidas,

Last weekeml's games saw a mix of sit-
down and stand-together protests that
were unanimossly. bivcked by all pﬁm.

Two gamees were shown live on TG
thar All-Ireland foothall championshipand
a host of camogie games streamed live,
bringing the protest to a wider audience
thamn those ot the groumnds.

The ‘Unitedd For Equality” protest calls
for a player charter that would daliver
minimum standards of pliveer care and fa-
cility standards scross all four. codes for|

s St martion ot af all
b ws i or A
pliyers conducied by the GEA PTisE-

ented to the LGEA, Camoglo Associntion.y
and the GAA earler this vear.



Carle v Kilkenny

Pafrepos Brim Keamey
TV e ea BTE 2

Therese OCallaghan
Four-time All-leeland winner
Ashiing Thompson is set Lo
make her fiest appearance for
Cork since last vear's All-Tre-
land senior camogie final
one-paknt defeat to Kilkenny
in tomorrow's AllIreland
champlonship quarter-final
against the same opposithon in
Crolie Park,

The star midficelder, who
captained the Rebals to vie-
tory in 2015, has recovarad
from an ACL injury she suf-
fered almost 12 months a]e_u.
She was among the subs for
{he Rebmls® victory over Clane
st wealkoncl,

Confirming shiisin conten-
thoen, Cork manager Matthew
Twamey =aid: “Ashling won't
b starting, she will be on the
heneh again this weekend. She
iz back training about five
weoks, she only got the all
clear last waek to do contact
worrk. We played an internal
maich on Tuesday and she
played 30 minutes. She did
w:.-li:"

Another of Cork’s regilars,
Laura Hayes has recovered
froan injory and k8 available,
bt shie too i3 onlikely fo start.
Orla Cronin's good form las
pleo given tho panel a big I

"Oirla has oonte on leaps and
tounds in the last few weeks,
which ks a massive boost.”

Corks other ACL victims —

(L'II'HP'I.EI'E: Cork’s Ashling Thompson has recovered from her ACL injury and will on the bench for Cork’s All-ireland champianship

quarter-final dash with Kilkenny temorrow.

Batie O'Mahony, Olivia
Meallen, and Ciara °Sulli-
vin) — e ruled out, The dual
player issue caised its head
once mare in pecent weelks,
with Cork forced to split their
foutr players babwoen camiogee

ans ladlics foothall, Twormey 15
glad to put it behind him for
novwe, “Hannah Looney and Cr-
Lalth Cahalane were with the
funt}:al]l:ra last fﬁ;‘:&dﬂ
{ngminst Tipperary

delighted to have them back.

The whole thing clasgteok up
=0 mich time. One from
the end of wark until that
pight, it took X2 phone calls to
aort it out. There k= a Lot more
viou could be doing with your
time”

Pictate: Jim Coughlaniinpho

Az well, the gapin eondi-
tiens for male and female
Iavers continges (o be de-
Ea.'lad. The boss =aya Cork ca-
mogie players are treated

“I don't think you call it

equality, | think b the
h-attq;l.‘ hrrt:- Eﬁq - nnul.“
you have to have 30000
40,000 at your match. We don't.
We would be Tucky fo have 300,
Sty e e o T e
gaving the glels have 1o
looked after, but they still
won't come dowr and watch o
match. Even ex-players don't
come and support them. 18 is

d ting. :

"W have n plivsio At
training session. The girls
have food after training: 1

would like mmuﬁvltmwn thie
Cork Camegie Board, our

sponsocs Kearys, and Linda
Mellerick’s invelvement in
running a Golf Classic. That is
tive resisen the funds ang Heere
for the players.”,

“Twomey 15 in his second
HOrT AS MAan , having pre-
viously servied s a selecior.
Taking on old foes Kilkenny {5
nothing nevw. And as has been
the norm, the squad will
teavel to Daiblin by frain t0-

Some peosple ay is ita re-
gl
visige mizsion for ram"ls
All-Iroland. But that doesn't
come into i,” he insisted. e
plaved Kilkenny in Mowlan

Park in the leaguae befors Kil-
kenny and Waterford in the
SHL, a tough place fo go, They
had a big , bt we just
clicked on the day (0-2F o
1-10).

“But ook, everything goes
out the window when it comes
to Cork and Kilkenny. It is

ing 1o be a battle again. We
ﬁ;\'a 1w djﬂ'ﬂﬂnﬂ'lﬁ. E
whoever imposes I 8ty
will be the difference. And
whoever grls thelr match-ups

right.

ﬂ“&:ﬁp mnm: Lot
em Yedqr,
We are stayving with [t. The
Slgns were against Gal-
way. We hove done an awiil
1ot of work. And our injuries
are clearing up. I"'m happy
where we are at,

McGrath’s sporting obsession as strong

Cranider was pever an lasue for
Aoife MeGrath or her sister
Elmear growing up in a fmkly
whero hurleys, sliotars, and
footballs were as much a
staple of thelr lives as shoes
.-mg socks. i
LFIAE 51 comaersalionm refit-
Inrly punictuated by langhter,
the descriptlon of the matches
played when siblings and
relatives ol together ollcits
ploenty of hearty chucking.
*“It's all we've Kibown,” sava
NeGrath. “The whole family
tres has just beon immcrsed in
it ail my e amd v Hves be-
fore that. [t's whit we doand
1:h.n.l 'i}ru"r?ldune- fﬂhr ]"I:'H'['E-.
ny fn Hatherings
usually inr:u-u:ilm o game of
hurling out the bacl which

were pretty Intense and
vichons at times! Thene Was no
inch given ar tiken.

“We love it. You make
fricnds for life and it's a really
special ihing to be involved in
it, I'vie been immersed in it
since Leould walk, Being laul-
o nlong to modches and train-
ing, to stand on the sideling,
hail, rain or snow or sin or
whatowor,

“We love i1 We wonkldn't do
it i we dikin’t 50 we're so lucky
to have so many Family
members to have been in-
yolved ™

A longeserving former Tip-

rary skipper and an All-Dre-
Frl:nd winnmer at minor level
with the county in 2011,
MeGrath, 28, and bher 21-year-
old sister will be Important
cogs of Dends Kelly's Premicr
s uad :E{E:ngmﬁn&: tﬁlu} in
I:l!d-H.}fB 1 Lim -Lre=
Innd Senbor Camogie Cham-
plonship guarier-final, which
fakos p at Croke Park ot
2.80pm as part of a double-
heador with the heavywelght
hurling seml-final between
Limerlck and Galwady.

Their first consin, Mirlam
Cnmpion, was proviously o
member of the panel. Other
firat cousing, all with All-Ino-
Tand mednls at sonior, D
21 andier minor level in-
clude horling lepends John

and Moel McGrath, their
brother Brian, as well s Linn
MeGrath, Michelle Shortt and
Camplon's two brothers
Pauric and Joha.

Clearly the DNA is powerful
and in tandem with her én-
vironment, the socialisation
that mennt that e revolved
entirely avound the rhythim
and beat of Gaeclic games, it
comes ns no surprise that she
relishes bedng invalved in elite

rt. :

“When yoal’re u.gl'?l.}rar five-
yvear-old boy or glrl, yoeu're
dreaming of playing in Croke
Park or Semple Stadium or
Piiire Ui Chasimhb, for your
county, wherever that is.
You're not dreaming about the
hard slog, the tealning, of the
running or the gym sesslons
oF the eating and the sleeping.
You're dreaming of plaving on
tlaoee 102 Slages.

“The hard work gets you
thers but being able to stand
back aned & it, 1o enjay’ the
big test ahead af Croke Park
against Antrim, those are the
s it's for: 1%s {mportant to
waork hard bot definitely enjoy
v S

'8 e

|‘i'.h-tr4:.:[:'l:l:u.1|'ﬂ:a'|l'l: is an it
EkiLTH at Delboitie’s Limer:
ick ol dimits teat it's 0
“protiy stressiul career™ hot
ane aha anjoys, The stress of

¢:ﬁma Eu::ffets & halatnuri'?&
than n

discipline are reqm o omm-
bine the two, McoGrath is par-
ticularly grateful to her em-
ployers for their support at
this time of the year e&-

¥
A run of seven consecutive
seasons in the knockout
stmges came to an end last
®ite anly Josin i
te only QnE game
gz:lunun'g m;-lrek That was a
“kick In the teeth™ buat they
were withont a n}mﬁrm
tant p ra for the :
P gn. TGt Tenat P Toagnif:
cent former All-Star thls
rliar's joint-captain, Karen
ey

Mo, there s a clean Bill of
health wl?ilq a gum htﬂ:&ﬂ
ounger players have a
gnr:rg:.r to proceedings. That
means they have o stronger
el Clopais
an
up to the vacaney left by H?ﬁ
In'ﬁullrlntr. who had overseon
significant progress, thero is
an alament of freshness oo,
Tipp have threatensd a big
h ugh in rocent years
but in games ke the 2021 Al
| somi-final, the leagune
gemi-Tinal éarlter that year,
and beague autlngs imsl
{Falway and Kilkenny in the
Inel two fensons in which

v would have secured a
E:ma the final, they have
llen narcowly, agonisingly

Ehm'ﬁ th is gigeling once
rath is
more s the catalogue is neeled
off. Mo, no, you're right.” she
snys cackling with amuse-
ment at the mortified
lh::l:l'nlluwﬂwﬂatnf
whind-might-Tave-beens.

“[t's fo secred wevie been in

1T games where we played
Eﬁur well and small things
went against us. A couple of
years ago against Galway in
an All-Irelandd seml-final, that
WS B W Tl &
real chanece of winning and
beeft bealulmd s,

“And most recently in the
league agninst Kilkenny. We
had a chance of getting toa
Jeapoe final, All w  [1]
ﬂnmirirt]gn rlaelllrJI_ti::‘n‘n‘vaan1.||r|ul-||cr“'l
winning games for most
it, kind of lei Eilkenny back
irte it and T suppose their ex-
pericnce told on the day as

il
afver . oor Mks CEDHAER,
i :
To fintsh ke that wis disap-
painting bt you have to e
all these things as well.
ting the result against
nny last weekend — we
didn't win 1t, but wedidn't lose
it and having bost a couple of
tight games over the years,

as ever

there definitely was a bit of re-
el andﬂ:] ikt uffnnﬂdu:::;
coming from that, closing

& tight game against the All-
Ireland qgnmpims in their

backyard.

It certalndy felt imporiant
not to lose Inst Saturday, as
they played so well for 50

muech of Ak the
prize — the target — from the
draw wast thie groap. It

didn’t direct o
a sami-final they cmi

however, leaving them (o
facus on recovery this week
after such a draining en-

DUt
"Bt while there sn°t much
pecent history between Tip-
and Antrim, with the
ne only kn their second
1 hﬂf hsence ith
a 4

ﬁn:rws a!'lll aboul HJ.‘D'hT.;I!IE?

alde’s scor LLL
o S i & Fich ol i

ughgiol Shamrocks in
All-Treland club semi-final
st Dacember.

“1 know they have quality
players. W wene onferianate
e oty bafoce
club champlons

the likes af Rilsin



By Daragh 0 Conchiiir <

T SAYS some about Katrina Mack-
ev's dedication it heading into her
15th season at the highest level, she
remains one of the most dangerous
forwards in the game.

She showed as much with her glori-
ous equaliser in last year's All-Ireland final
against Kilkenny. Unfortunately for the
Rebelettes, Denise Gaule had the final say
with a dramatic winner, a little bit of pay
back for those extra-time Julla White and
Orla Cotter points in 2017 and 2018.

Mackey ended the camp with her
gixth All-Star and along with five A]J;Ire-
sl playing. She missed this years Nociooa]

year's National
League after suffering a hrum::l: lung and
rl.hs in thf: half of the first pame
ﬂ:s‘.l b Ipped'm'ﬂ alﬂa‘lw i
ut cli over four points

mﬂ her comeback in the champi-

onship opener against Galway.

Hnmvgummnd 31 in March and with con-
siderable mileage on the clock, the Douglas
dynamo has embraced self-improvement
amd dlmmen' in every aspect of her life.
Maturally, that crosses over into camogie,
toa.

‘I think I've always been like that,”

Mackey. ‘D?ﬂmnrumﬂmdbedﬂﬂ'-
differen .

ent r.rn im, t coaches
Liam {Cronin), this year, I think
he's b umLHﬂtn:ﬁmuremumtand
he‘:ﬂwwsmmtn players coming to him

nn% n‘upuuun.uﬂdﬂ:eir
= wants that.

‘n"nu'ra not gﬂ-lng 1o agree with
[Thlni-: tu-beh“ done but
Ve apen 1o new
lﬁae Iﬂ-l: game in in 2009,

l:h-'.- game is completely different.
It's a million timves better. It's gotten

o Il Toves e e Sicteared: It

mmnﬂwmlﬂgmmmm
wlbdae.wm'r&mntmheltﬂ

Ehe thinks of how slightly built
prichmbigra oodibrsiobi
s at coming
into the madern um:nl.'. with such &
lack of
T found even the IIMI—[rdmd
againat "-‘-Ee:rm-d I couldn’t beljwe
how physical they were, and
I wasn't strong enough [ had to
away and <o a lot of gyvm wor
ﬂnrdaﬁrntd stoed to me. I'm a
erent player o ten

& 1 ' 1
A L e B

Pamela, called into the squad wil'l;

aff-season then,

utaien there's & lot dovwn to
management oo, There wasn't a

Eatrina in 2009, his taken a
of vears off before returning this

raderie and the | - Always
at the start r:-ft:h: :.rur. 'm mad to

strength and conditioning coach as  term, but M.a.ckuz.r never thought goback
such until Paudie (M ) came about stepping aw, 's Twitter fecd is littered
in. We have Wesley ('Brien now. "I‘hez.rﬂrsduﬂ}'h}r Ican'tbelieve = with high performance mottos and

He's excellent. You're learning $o
much from them, That area has
imiprowved players musu'l.drll o
o one from H-BEQ‘[E]I"E

som is still around. Cne by one,
Mary O'Connor, Gemima O l::nmn
Rena Buckley, Briege Cork
Aoife Murray and all the rest
their leave. Even her twin sister

that was 14 vears ago. I honestly
think it's almost an addictive part
of your life. At I:humldnfﬂlsse-u-
son, you could be tired and mi
take a holiday - I took a few mont =|
before Christmas this year and
went travelling - but I enjoy the
thing so0 much.

‘It's part of your life. During thi

'Imhtmﬁgwmmlh

to Asia, she numeraus pho-
tos — taking Muay Thai lessons,
wall climbing or hiking through
sand dunes.

T went to Thailand, Cambodia,
Vietnam and then ended in Bali.
The holiday was great, something
complately different. Every coun-

TIFPERARY are back in the semi- l'l"lm
finalsof the ALLIreland senior % _.\orresivenseens 323 |
r very
comfortable vietory in Croke Park “E“""'“‘ 05
The s int ll:]m
rons went into o Sﬂmnﬂﬁlﬂm
quarter-final for 41 years B]'[ .
thhﬂwlm&l:r AT GROWE PARK
she pleked up o shoulder last
W hnﬂum[}nﬂtumﬂ I‘mhmph}ffurllu Hmﬁrm-ﬂl’m
c EEH.
Amﬂup:hl'erdﬂhr. D wﬁum}dgﬁm
Blary MeKillen hmwﬂmwﬁam
:uhlffhm:kllmllm umh with a
time to work out how to break them Aot clung on for &owhile in the
down and, after 15 minutes, the second quarter, but three Mrees from
tenms wene lscked on 0-3 each, Eimear Metralh and twao polnts
three frees Crom Antrim (o Raisin from Devane opened a gop of 010 to
mlcCormibck double and a effort 05 by hall-tima.
from MNiamh Cosgrove) and § (i the pesumption, the sliome

"TEAE

= T Ly

Facing the Cats
brings out best
In Cork’s Mackey

uml.s:s:hac:am

:E there was something new (o

*And you were meeting different
& as well and learning about
their culture. It was a complete
break from b Yo' e just 8
small fish," she says with a laugh.
I would say I'm a ewrious sort of
person, so I love learning new

thin seekKing out new culfures,
new tedge and T have always
done that.”

Ope thing that hasa't changed is
the Cork-Kilkenny rivalry. The
stakes have always been high but

brake for Ceoimbe Maher from the
throw-in and she barst down the
centre, the move e with
Devane shofting the goal after just
1g[‘i gpiickly set about killing
pperary :I-’H a

ofF the gaume, and a serfes of poinis
followed to bring thelr tntnlm to 1-17
by the three-guarter ma

Then hall-time sub Elmear
HelMersan stepped on the g,
fallowlmg up to hit the met alter
Caolmbe rithy’s shol was
brilliantly saved by Catring Grahsm
in Ul A6l minuie,

She subsequently tagpged oo Towr

painis the Lt quarter, while
anolhicr ng run from MeCarthy
e the Sliotar of f:loaded For

Devane to volley to the pet with a kol

L

ALL-IRELAND E.ﬁ.HDGlF
SCOUARTER-FINAL

CORK v
I{ILI{EHH m

Croke Park, 1.30 e

I

rarely, if ever, have they jousted in
a cuarter-final as they do peday ot
Croke Park (1.30), before the All-
Ireland SHC semi-final between
Clare and Kilkenny,

Remarkably, Mackey has plaved

|n iin All-Ireland semi-final inoll of

|]1:|1:-|-u-uh 14 championships at
ll'us And 2012 was thee last
time one of Galwav, Cork or Kil-
kenny didn’t resch tee lust four, the
Stripeiwomen missing out on that
OCCEE RO,

The relationship between the two
counties has been spikey ot times
but Mackey admires the current
champions. Whats more, and this
is confirmed s her volce transmits
an excibement, she is savouring the
prospect of another rollercoasier
ride on tha Erand-n—stm g of all.

‘It's a really healthy relationship,
[ think,' she says of the histaric
rivaley,

“We gat the best out of esch other.
They're a top quality side, with
brilliant plavers dovn through the
wears and obviously the current
team as wiell. | think we get the best
out of each other and do relish play-
in cach ather. It's great.

opportunit et to pla
in Croke Park Jﬂ}rhmlgnt T l:-r!tl.'
should be a pood enough crowd
there a5 well. That's going to make
it even better but it's any young
layer's dream to be going out on to
Park and any time you get
that opportunity is a privilege.’

Munster champs hit Tipp top form to reach semis

that would have had the crowds
gasping at Wimbledon
Antrirm looked de jected os they left
the pitch while all i= rosy in the Tipp
arden ahead of thelr cighth semi-
in nine seasons. But can they

take the next step and resch a Mrst
Final in 17 yoars

ran n&.-.'-e" : im-fuﬁl 5 LTl=l.--1-~
rl:-'rﬂwr-hr-l i, . Herngnay o stwy 5,

[Ee el riren hindus, [ Mol O Oilider E Had-

Bty P I Depemras, © Mickedaral 10 [

BOORERS: C Oewers 346 (040 £ 16 aras 1-8, [

Adelarmth 000 € Mckipw 02 T Hereriag, U i W

Hinenird, Cianirmibe ldaber, I.1I:Il.h|—l:l'|l|.-.||
PR

WK e r.h-.rrum-.nuglr
mm I Mok 4 £91. M Cragrows, € Dot
REFIRIE: frchy bansiry Foori]



Leanne 0'5ullivan, Cork, controlling the sliotar against Gara Foley,

Meath, at Semple Stadium.

o

Pictures: Brendan Gleeton

Cork bow out after flat
second-half showing
against the Royals

Meath 3-11
Cork 1-11
CORK can have few com-
palaints after defeat in the Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland Inter-
mediate Camogic quarier-
final.
Cork went 18 minutes witl-
akit o Soore 0 the second hall
(and overall this was-a poor
performance, though they
were wp 1-7 fo 1-6 after & clase
cpening half,
) They started brightly, with
Rosa Murphy and Cliona
0'Leary on farget before
Stephanic Beausang donied
mnove Clinch with a superh

snva al the exponsté of a 45
which Grace Coleman duly
eomveried. Meath then raised
a green flag through Ellen
Iarke's long-range shol.

O Leary aind Lauren Homan
replied with Aoife Minogoe (2)
and Grace Coleman on target
at the other endl. Corkc capiain
Rachel Harty rallied her side
with a superb goal as sheevad-
el the Meath defence and
nsted to the net to level.

Standont performer bi-
pogae and Amy Gaffney re-
stored thelr advantage but
¥ Leary, Murphy and Hoinan
ﬁ:jﬂm auome=poing in el

O'Leary hit a free on the
restart before the 18-minute
spell when Meath took over.
Minogue was dominant
around the middle and soofed
along with Galfney and Col-
cman. Beausang was forced
into two great stops before Mi-

CAMOGIE
o Mary Newman

nogue drilled a 20-metre free
o tha net.

Homan landed a free but
Cork migsed some good
chances befare Minogue and
Abbey Donnelly made it five-
point gap. Meath pushed for
the finishing as Donnelly
plucked the ball from the air
and dritled to the mt,

Twao lato pointz from
Homan wepe e sonsolation
'Emt the game was beyomnd sav-
G-

A poor porfermance after
senson that promised much.
Huge disappointment on a day
when Cork will know they
gidn't porform o thelr poten-
timll ses Meath advanci.

Searira Tar Maath: & 1-5 2
fy, G Colaman 03 [0-1 45, 0-11), E
Bearka, A Darnelly 1 -0 aach, A Gafney 0-
2. C Folay -1

Eaek: L Homan 048 10-4 ), A 10,C
gy ©-3 =2 I, R Muonpiy -2,
MEATH: T burphy: 3 Payra, C Cofle, A
O'adl; T King, E Dok (<), L Divine: G
Colgman, A Manogue: A Galinry, M
Clnch, O O'iaabomny; G Foley. B
nedl, & Donnsiy:

Bubs A& Carey tor A O Halloran [44] A

Ladly for G Coleman (52), 5 Loonard for

i Coblaa (58}, N Doyla.

CORK: § Boausang: A Molonay, H

O'Loary, E Flanagan: L Doyle. M Rieg, L
‘Caflaghan, e R

MIMH#W

I
& O'Callaghan for A Caskman L

Ciaflaran fof L Allen 43}, F Medigan ot I
Muspry (571], CFCawl {55
Aeleres: Kand Colng (Rakviy),

Goakicorer Rachel Harty under pressure from Grace Coleman.

Cark's Laura Tracey celebrates winning a late free against Kilkenny in the All-Ireland semior camagie semi-final at Creke

Cork's bench is

Park.
Picture: Plarzs O MidheachSponshile

crucial in close
win over champs

cork 2-14
Kilkenny 2-13
CORK will face Galway in the Glen
Dimplex AlHreland semi-final after a
one-point victory in a dramatic clash
at Croke Park yesterday.

Cork should have had this game io thi
bag in the third quarter; they left
chaneces behind them which kept
n¥"s hogpes allve.

Denise Gaule dragged the All-Ireland
champions back inte it with 1-1 inskde the
chosing minntes and Hilkenny could have
I-ﬂ'h'elllg'ﬂlifthﬂ"d been awarded a lost:

gasp froe. :

Cork's panel, as expected, made a big
impact, & luxury they haven't had in o
number of years witly Cliona Healy, fit-
again Ashling Thompson and Orka Cro-
min, and Latra Hayes introduced in the
secand half,

Matihew Twomey's side had to oipe
with & messy buabld-up as their carly train
to Dublin wis & in Thurles dus toa
sorbois incldent o thie tracks. A bus ar-
rived within 40 minuwtes to talke the team
to Croke Park under escort.

The match was delayed by 15 minuies

anil, as expected, Cork were jittery with  play

thedr touch and were slow to start. They

trafbied by -4 to0-2 after 14 minubes.
Kilkenny were delivering long balls,

often high, inakde, This bed to a goal on 14

minutes when the ball was hit over Cork’s  hands

defenders ansd Aolle Prend

Judged it
bost togather. sklestep, Al

will to tage

m Linda Mellerick

it peast Ay Lee.

Cork dominated the second guartes.
They ran at Kilkenny, splitting them with
pase and had three goal chanees, ong
taken by Amy O'Connor on 20 minutes
when she turned inside Steffi Fm?mld
and exscuted brilliantly to the fur left of
Anife Morris.

Kilkenny showed no sign of being All-
Ireland champions is Cork took over.
Saoirse McCarthy and Flona Keating's
NS Wers
hnﬂthtﬁiauumtudmm;rnﬂlmrm

They falled fo scora
their goal and confidence was at an all-
timie loow s Uaree whies ingbde (e six mins-
utes of the first halls sdditional time epit-
omised their demeanonr.

Gaule would normally hnve gone direct
with what was a relatively simple fres for
her, bt she choose to hit it across to the
unmarked Julianne Malane, whe, infront
of the Tlresd wildi,

aftor hedng Mve polnts down went
i two up, b8 o 1-6. after a Z-minute dis-
they would have been happy with.

Brian Dowling had a dilemma subs-
wihese, Cork, meanwhile, had its stropngest

Tm“[]illrtherhamdmppe-il to Lee

nio ‘s

and Kilkenny hit anothér wide i

the start af the second half: The diffor-
ppoe: another run by MeCarihy, blocked

sigmificant probiems, i
m play after

by Norris, an expécted free that never
came, bt her response to pass to
to thi ot [

5
:

Soarers for Cock: A O'Connor 16 (=4 F, 0e8 5L K
l‘l-lml;l'l-l 5 MeCaasn, C Maaly 02 sarcf, H Loonay O

Kibosirry: D Gaide 1-10 [T £, 31 45), A Frendegas: |-
0, A Dole 0-2. J kakoee 01,

Buba: Ml tor Sigarmen (38, O Cront oy MoCarian
ﬁ' hmhlﬁh‘ﬁlh L gy ot O Flesgan

:mnmrﬂmﬁﬁ#; "‘;._L
N Doy, T Fiapesx; K Powe, :
e, A Dy, Al Fannaally; & Holan, D Gadds, & Prere
drgasl.

Baae I Tochan ik ﬂu.‘an-nTmn
Nalan (48], uumﬂhn#n' Catorg
T Hmreremt By [

Fialorea: J Darmiody {iesiradm.



g §] Cork get their feet back

A.I-hlillﬁnh

Momerons hurdles were put
in front of Cork hefore and
during this taidng Al-Trelind
guarter-final outing. Thay
ovan g a few fonices of
their own. But for the first

time in o very long e, Cork
mmml out on the right shdeola
SUEATE

Prior to vesterday, Cork
had tasted defeat on fiour of
thele last five trips to Croke
Park. Prior o . Cork
had tasted de ght of
ﬂieirlastnhthMI'.mEt

Ings against the other two
members — Galway mnd Kil-
kenny— of camegie’s big
three

S
TEvEnLe yeur's Adls
Teeland finad defent or refime-
1llarl.slnu fhemselves with
'l.hll’ l‘aaliu: at GAA
‘s resoli was

themssivies
at camogie’s fop tabln.

“Psychologically, very big
win,” said Cork manager Mat-
thew Twomey. “A win like
that, against & crowd like that,
as well. Qur own players
answired a lot of questions.
We don't care what people
think nuulde bt it's Just fior
onrselves =

A quarter-final win oa its
own won't sate the a af
Twarey s group. -

moved, the next obstacls on
the rmﬂisﬂalm

Yesterday's semi-final draw
and s of Galway andd
Cork means that for the first
time sinee 2012, someans from
outside the big thres will be in-
valved in the declder,

That newcomer will be
either Tip ﬁmry or Water-

ROADBLOCK: Cork’s Amry 0'Conneor is tackled by munfsTthiu Fitzgerald and Keltyann Doyle hymmmmkﬂmsﬂm Camogie
quarter-final in Croke Picture: inphaBryan Keane
bark their train at Thurles, A about making life ineredibly  Cork’s Interval lend of 1-8 0 Morris, No penalty, sald ref-
buis wag hastily organised. A difficult for themselves. 1-6 represented a seven-point  ered John Dermody.
Garda escort helped them to When o Julianne Malone swing on where they stood at And when Denise Gaule
mmakeup boet time, with throw-  point on 13 minutes was fol-  the end of the first quarter.  fired in 1-1 on 58 and 58 min-
in put back by 15 minutes. fowex] bwo milnutes later by an Into the second perfod. More  utes (o bring her tally fo 1-10
t was then further delaved  Aoife Prendergast geal, Kil-  goal openings, more Cork  and Kilkenny within a point,
as Cork returned to their . kenny led 14 o 0-2, wasief Cork were In grave danger of

dressing-room in protest at
the ongoing I‘Ight for mini-
of player wal-

mur
wore ‘United
for E:quntl'l;v's 5 during the

Cork were resilient and re-
zourceful in their response.
The runs of Smoirse McCarthy
and Hannah Loomey time and
again cut open a Kilkenny

Eatrina ]'-'[‘l.-r.'li:t} haul their
second green flag on 35 min-
utes, after yer another
MeCarthy run. Norris denied
tackey asecond four minites

slgning their own exit papers.
The Cats had stromg claims
for a levelling free attempt in
the fourth and final minwie of
injury-time. . Deemod

- under camome s top table

Camogie
semi=finals

July 22, UPMIC Mewlan Pork:

Gtk w Gaheay
Walerfoed v Tipperany

“1 prodably thought it was a
free, but [ was more disap-
polnted witle the jucy-tine,”
gald Dowling. “There were
four minutes of injory-thme
and four playved, oven though
thore was a stoppage in the
mbddbi of it for abont a minute
arid & hall, That was probably
my frusteation.”

Cork, mind, had their own
bag of prievances, The calls
against Healy and O'Connor
late on junnped ot

“Especially Amy"s ono. shao
menrly got whiplash the say
they were pulling the jersey.”
=il Twormey, Y1 wouldn't ref-
epoe o ganke, 50 1 don't want fo
e too critical of the man who
is trying his best. Buk they
were two poor decisions."

With Ashling Thompson
and Laura Haves back on the
fleld after lengihy lay-offs,
Cork are finding form at jusi
the right time.

Seoran fod Carle A D'Connod (15, 04
o, O] 85 K hacky [1-21; S Melar
tan. G Healy §¢0:2 sachl: G Sigerson
(o), M Loonay {01 aachi
Eeaaars far Kllenny: D Gauls (1-10, O
T o, 041 "4 A Préndeepast (7405 A
Croybar 0200 o eliadora 40-11

CORK: & Lo, P Mackary, L Coppingsar,
M M L Caklslsne, L Tacwy, |
Q'Ragan; I..m;-, A Hoaly: T Sigar-
san, F Hu-a1r-q. 5 MeCethy. A O

nce, 5 McCanan, ¥ ackay

Bk C Healy b Eigormen [36); O Cro
wiry for B Cartan (RXY; A TheSrmpsren loe
Loondey dadj; L Hayes i Crflegan (58]
KILKEMNMY: & Noms; G Waish, & Phi-

warm-up. But unity deserted rearguard wanting for strue- ' though, ruled that Katle [ -sr L hiurphy: N Deahe T

E?,T,-: Ji:: zuulélf!\]l:r:tf:rl;fﬂ the tuargs thereafter as Kil-  ture and shape. Approaching the hour, sub  Power had not been illegally  Frsgea: K Poses, K Doyie: J Makces

haven't reached the copclud-  Kenny rémained on the fleld Amy O'Connor showed her  Cliona Healy was penalized  challenged. A Dyt bt Monneaty; K hole, [ Guuls
day since instead of disappearing under  trademark turn of pace fora  for hanflns inside the large  Their title defence over, AFPrendemast :

ork’s road to yesterday's  the Cusack Stand along with  Cork on 30 minuies, parallelogram. 1t was a bi-  manager Brian Dowling and  Subs: HMrwA {2 ﬂ.lhﬁ
uarter-final was a wis thieir opponents. But for the post and an Aolfe  zarre call. Shortly after, Amy ~ Power both remonsteated Shwrer e i (0 SHCHEY

Em, Anincident on this Doblin~ Once proceedings event- Norris save, she'd have hada  O'Connor had the shirt pulld  with Dermody at the final gy ; '

line meant Cork had to disem.  ually got underway, Cork set  first-half hat-trick. off her back as she rounded  whistls. Pfares: | Dotmady (Westmaain)

D dynamite but Tipp no longer reliant

59

AR-lreband Senaor Camagie
garter-final

Tipperaly e 323

Hntrim -6
Seamas Mehleznan

Cenks Pork

Adter watehing ' F
.ﬂlﬂlﬂ.‘:ﬁ-l‘nﬂ IJElFl'Ip]e a-u:m:ﬁ

af ﬂllﬂ]rﬂﬂﬂ"i Glem Dim-
Enior cumoe-

gt uiu.lrllr finial, manager
anla Kelly sald he ‘was

mainly pleased to get & game
in Croke Park at this point in
mé'::ulnmm‘rraigh' t through fo
& ng g ug
thi seml-finals, like Galway
and Waterford have done, has
its attractions,” Kelly axd-
mitted, “You like to g&t €Xira
time to re for the semi-
final But who doesn’t want to
get a in Croke Park?
e had to take Antrim
serjously, They worried
EIE L wlﬂ]eduﬂm: that
first holf, plaving an extr de-
fender *ﬁy wem |l1]1‘i it diffi-
il ko against them,
BIJIEI.'E‘H:EIEB Tt ool a8 D=l b
fore half-time, came in and
gettled down, In the second
half we went back to basics
with i high work rate and it
peally stood (o us for the rest of

il game.™

Helly agreed that his team’s
experience eventually tokd,
“Antrim have come a huge
distance In the last few years,
It's like bullding blocks, you
have bo take it step by step,
They took & beating here
by, bant they got this far and

o el el
B 4 ane 18 W
stand to them.

*I would be happy enough
with my 0w girls, the second
half especially, Some of our
subs came In.... Elmear Hef-
fernan had a fabonbous gumi,
Capimhe MeCarthy, Mary
Ryan all our subs ¢ame i
ihere and made an excellent
comiribution and that is what
youL warit. Yous want it to be dif-
ficull pleking & team for the
semi-final and also knowing
that thers are players on the

bench who can make things
happen toa,”™

Player af the mateh Cair
Devane scored Dwo goals and
£ix points that included a
gulite brilliant shot over her
lefi shoulder from undaernsath
the Hogan Stand and then a
suhlime finish for har Secimd

goal.

=ikt made i big contribo-
tion. But look, she can’i do
that unléss she is gefting a
supply of the ball and she
woitld be the first io say that.
Tipp teams used to depend

w o S

11 sl wat held In o game,
wob wiere beat. This team isn't
like that. There are scores
l:r.ll'ﬁlniu firom othor sAirces 48
well.”

Dovine wag the last player
1o reach the changing rooms

and was thrilled her team kopt
their unbeiten run golng.

"Ewery player wanis to be
here, playing In Croke Park,
the sun shining on your back
and it all fo play for,” Devane
crthused.

"Last week we played Kil-
kEenny down in Nowlkan Park
and come away with a draw.
W toak an aveinl bt from dhat
gnamee,

“You measure yoursell
apninst the All-Ireland chims-
paoaig and we know that we an
nt b o of T the mack,

“Our goal now has to be to
reach the fimnl. We have got o
a pumber of semi-Tinals in re-
cent years ond then didn't
make the final.

Wy wnni to be taking the
pekt Step. Wa are preppdn for
thant mext stop”

Tar Tipparary: G Do (24,4
I!mns-l- E Mafornan {1-43; [E Moidesin 05
Friirsfs CHI:'H:;.H =) € Hernaddy, ©
MeCanhy, A Heowand, Caobmins kaher, G
O Brian (0= Iluchl
Socaers lof Anlrim; B MoCommick -5,
3 trews); M Cosgrowd. C Dobban (0-1
Frovirs Bk
ANTRIM: © Giabam, O Palterson, K La-
wirty, M L M Cotgiown, A Boglo, L
M,mw‘ﬂn.ﬁﬂmﬂr‘.ﬂ
McHillap, It LesCesmick, © Dobbin, K
MekGBop, W Rciian, A Magdl,
Sube; F Kally lor 5 MoKillop (49). G
Rttt for b dcien S0, M Mcliary
fee L MeHenna (90, B UeShans oo R
MckMap (50§ E Keams o & Pameraon
(L)
TIFPERARY: & Samery. J Bourke, M
Exisdon. E Lésaghimsn. K Bler, K Kon-
nedy, A Moteath, T Riyan, G Hanneszy, A
Herward, Cattmdie Mahee E MeGrath,
OB, T Devana, & Montyre,

Raleress Ardy Lidrin (o)
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Cork survive late Ki K‘lkenny
rally inspired by Gaule

Kikenoy 28

Corkmanager Matthew Twome-
¥ wimitted that his overriding
emition was oie of relief after
hix side recovered from a slow
start to dominave much of yes-
terday’s quarter-final, only 10
have 1o withstand a late
Kl kenny/Denise Gaule rally be
fore prevalllmg by the mimimwm
margin that has so often ap-
plied in this magnifieesm rival-

0.

In the opposite corner. Brian
Dowling spoke of his immente
pride as the champions haoked
themselves back up all the can-
vas a numbser of tinses before fi-
nmally givi wu.l-,',l

"W put ourselves in a great
position at the end of the
game,” said Twomey. “There
was afew

- the break and Mac

wasn't good, We started slow,
were making a bot af silly mis-
takes, basic errors, But we got a
bit of momentum and we Lol
the goal and we should have got
another two goals agoin. We
werelucky to ges away withit to-

Y-

An Acife Prendergast poal in
the Mth minute gave the Cais
an early five-point advantage
but Cork’s uinning game began
to click inte gear and Amy
O'Connor bulged the net six
minutes later alfter good wiork
by Fiona Keating,

Cleared

Cork shoulkl have had ot least
two msre goals, a3 Aoile Norrs
saved firam Katrina Mackey in
the second hall and Grace
Walsh cleared off the line from
O'"Connor, though the Cork
skipper should have hind a penal-
Eaﬁ,ﬂf being clearly fouled by

Thiz Robals led by 1-8 10 1-Gat
I . who had
scored two lovely firss-teali

points, raised a green flag bess
than five minutes after the re-
s1ar.

Kilkenny replied with four
points on the rot, incloding a
pheicaienal effort by Gaule o
put one berween them, but
that's when Twomey used his
bench effectively. Cleona Healy
fired twea big points and Orla
Cronin, Laura Hayes and Ash-
ling Thompaon also came inta
thie lay, the latier for er first
appexrance of the year after re-
oovering from o crueiate figa-

Nt injury.

Cork looked to have it in the
bag when going five ahead once
more but a sensational goal by
Ganle followed by a free from

vasterday's garme af Croke
Park. PHOTOGRARH BRTAN
HEAMERHFHD

o knile cdge. But the Leesiders
hiedd o,

*I'm# anwwdui’mm[ur
the way d:q.l stayed fighting,”
said Dowling of s charges.

“1 thimk Denize Gaule epluo-
mises this team, the charncter
hve sheoreed Ehere.

“We got Iu:lq.'dirﬂh last
:,Im Wgtl'm,h!h'[ JLEME WIS
F.: mj'flﬂlh#msﬂﬂiﬂ!

the playerof thematch, whafin- [0 Dwyer] got the goal. Trnls

ished with 1-10. left thegame o spory. ir'scrael when you lose

CAR A Lo Pk L M Hiatuke L i Sty H
Sgerson {11} Keatieg A ety AQTCaneer M

S McCortan [0-7). Sutn: ﬁ ﬁl il O Crorm A HeCrnLA

Tharergeon bor Lotrey {44 |
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legend Fitzgibbon

honoured with Lifetime
Achievement Awa'd

FORMER Cotk cam ““jl.l.tslﬂ
Sandie Fitzgibbon
a Lifetime A:hiamment

Award from the Gaslic
Pl:é;&ﬂ Assaclation ot the
Legends

L e
e o
Final wéekend,

Fitzgibbon iz widely re-
the graatest

iZa a8 one of
ovar and will

b hiomostred for her outstand-
ing service to the game, but
shoe wadk alsn & brilllant basket-

A six-time All-Ireland
winner, she was s¢lected on
raggie’s Team of the Cen-
tury in 2004, Her All-Ireland
wins span 15 seasons with her
first medal coming in 1952 and

her last In 1997,
I'lt'.';gi‘bbun cuphlnnﬂ Corl
& Weat-

i their 1552 win

Iiml avedr in W she was
uuundPha'trnIfhamr

That's an accolade she' won

again in 1945, She also won
seven league mdm- two

inter-pros, and four All-[re-
Innd clob crowns with Glen
Rovers.

In 2021, she was voied
number in our Echo B‘.ahel
Legends Iiell mnh*hin
some of

lﬁmﬂmphr

ketball front for Blarmey amnd
Irelamd.

Antrim’'s Eddie Donnelly
will get a Hurling Lifctime
Achievement Award at the
end of the mon

Donneliy is the holder of
eight Antrim county titles
with Hall tle, incredibly
winning the first of those a5 a
16-year-old but having to walt
almtrlxr 11 years to add his

Ha weas part of their three-
In-a-row team from 1978 1o
1890, to reach the 1920
HH*IJ'H].I.I:III clith final where
Galway’s Castlegar came out
an

His in;;r tnuh;ng‘riilauer
spanmned 20 years uring
thit time he picked up an Al-
Ireland intermediate medal,
Ulster titles, a Divizion 2
deague winners medal amel
Junior honours.

8 Eegous Lnchicabas
1 faxos
at Croke Park on Friday,

uly 2L
The GPA will be delighted to
wilcorme mambers of the hurl-
winning tearmns

isedl Incme

thn 2014
wu;p‘], S0
ary), and




Relief for Twomey after Rebels

quarter-final Piaras O Midheach/Spartsfile ]
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repel Cats’ Gaule-led fightback

KILKENNY

24
213

ALLRELAND CAMOGIE CHIMATER-FRMAL

Cork manager Matthew Twomey admit-
ted his overriding emotion was one of
start to doeninate much of the Glen Diny-
plex All-Ireland Senior Camogie quar-
rer-final onby to huve towithsind a late
Drenise Gaule-bed Kil kenny rally before
prevailing by the minimum.

In the hl&lewnﬂﬂm[}mﬂn
ing spoke immense pride as the
champions hauled themsehves back up
off the canvas a number of times before
finally giving way. ik

“We put curselves ina great position
at the end of the game.” said Twomey.
“There were a few core opporiunilies
we {lipped up and that nearly cost us.
We were shouting ag them to take the
POinEE I the scoreboard ticking.

“Wie were five polnis up and we'd two
goal oppartunitics. Instead of taking
podnsls, wie went for goals, which would
have killed the game:, But you necd the

SCOrES 25700 can't put sway a beam like
Kilkenny aswe saw when they got the
goal. The crovwd got behind them bat
{with) a small bit of composurc from
o lacls, it s1o0d 1o us
“0ur conversion rate Loday wasn't
We started slow, were making a
of silly mistakes, basic errors. Butwe
o a bit of momentum and we got the
goal and we should have got another
pwo goals again We were Jucky o get
away with it today,
=All we wanted was the resuli. You
woulkin't be overly happy with the dis-
play, but it was about the result. Kilk-

ey are a fantastic team. They shawed
itout there,

“When things were going wrong.
they still Tead the composure o coifie
bk s could have snatched e drav,

*There was talk about our charac-
ter after losing (big games) We never
questioned the character of the leam,
bt today, 1 thought they showed alot
of composre. But i we can geta lop

s - (he scores we belt behind
us = i we can get them converted, well
e hard 1o beat”

AnAaife Prendergast goal in the 14th

minute givee the Cats an eardy [ive-point

advaniag, bul Cork's .
wan tcliek ineo gearand Any O'Co
bulged the met six minutes bater after
good waork by Fioma Keating,

Cork should have had at lenst twa
more woalks, as Acife Norrs saved from
Kutrina in the secomd half and
Grace Walsh cleared off the line from
OConnor. though the Cork skipper
should have had a penalty after being
clearly foubed by Norris.

The Bebelslod by 1810 1-602 the break
and Mackey, who had scored two bove:

Iy first-hall points, mised o n og
less than fve minuies alter the restar.
Eilkenomy replied with four potnts on

thieirod, ncluding a phenomenal effon
by Ganle to put one between them, bt
that's when Twomey used his bench
cﬂul’mﬁﬂlr

Cliona lired bwobig paints aad
Orla Cromin, Laura Hu}'m-uhlinu
Thompsan also came into the fray, the
latter for lier first appearance of the
vear alfter recovering [rom a cruciate
Hgament injury.

Sensational
Cork leoked 1o have itin the bag when
going five ahead once more, but a sen-
satboral ool by Garule, [ollowed by [ree
left from the player of the match. who
fimished with 110, beft the game on a
knife edge. But the Leesiders held on
“Tm just so proud of them for the way
they stayed fighting” said Deowling of
his changes.

“1ihink Denise Gaisle epitomises this
temm, the charecter she shiowed there. 1
dhap't knena o shye got in for thiat goal,
The composure she shawed with five
Cork players behind her, She's hoen a
huge besder and she's worn that jer-

with pride over the years, as have
ull those girls.

1 belicve in these girls. Once we gt
the goall, it was delinitely there for us.
Wie hadd chances. Bul the one thing 1
snid 1o the girls during the week and
thiis morning was stay fighting os lodg
s vou co Whativer lappens, thar's all
i G eho el | can'® sk forany mere,

*Cork are a super team. Mauhew
Tewomey is a great manager and I've
grent respect for him.”

SOORERS - Corlc A 0o L& {5, 0] W5 K My
12 5 e Cartun, £ Healy B3 packc i), H Loesey
(- cath ISy D Gl 100 40 A Pronderguea 1 A
Dol (- ) Madorss (1L

ORI A Lees P Maclr | (THIE
Cabalune: | Teracy, | Rega § . H Ly C
fre— & Heslye 0P pnmar. I Miacliny, §
mhh.:?m.. lee Sagersin (14, 0 ronim tor
s ap A7), A Thoegeotr dor sy 01 L e e
[¥Ragus (58]

KREPEGY: & Fiserec C Phelen, G Walkh, § Tiergimald T
Fragivad, H Dy, L Marply; £ Powir, EDope M
Kermealy, h Daybe. § Pimporss & Nk, O Gaske: A
FracaSorgier. Sade: M Teofun for {5
Ty Her Hisien 1T, A BbeMamdy oo B
Cord b pmapuly (B0 XL
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Player of the Match Devane gives doughty Antrim their due

After warching Tipperary rip
Antrim apart in the second half
of Satierday’s guarmer-final,
manager Denis Kelly was
pleased 1o get a game in Croke
Fark at this point in the sum-
MmeT.

_ "Going straight through to
the semi-finals, like Galway snd

Waterford have done, has itsar-
tractions,” Kelly - admitted.
“You like to ot EXtra time v
prepare for the semi-final, But
who doesnt want 1o geta game
in Croke Park? _

“We had to take Antrim very
seriousty, They worried us fora
good w{u'h: during that firse
half, playing an extra defender
and we found it difficubt to play

st them.

=But we gor a bit of abead be-
fore half-time, came inand set-
ted down. In the second halfwe

went back to bagics with a high
work rate and it really stood 1o
us fior the rest of the game.”

Kelly agreed that his team
had more experience than
Antrim coming into Croke Park
and that experience told before
the end.

Mocks’
“Antrim have come a huge dis-
tance in the last few years. It's
like building blocks, you haveto
take it step by step. They took a
beating here today, but they got

this far and they now will haven
raste for playing at this level
aniel it will seand to them.”

Cait Devane ::-mrtdh'-'ngwh
and six polnts that included a
quite brilliant shot over her beft
shoulder from underneath the
Hogan Stand and then a sub-
lime finish for ber second goal.
“That contribuitbon didn’t go wn-
noticed with the Clonulry-Ross-
more forward picking up the
Player of the March accolade.

“We're delighted,” Devane
enthusad

"W have o give Antrim
their dues. miabe life diffi-
cult for us early i Uee game, but
it tock us 1o half-vime 1o work
ot thedrweaknesses,

=Our goal wow has to be 1o

Fatzrym K ML - Al e LMckema L
.Il.ll‘l'ﬂtl]a-l_'-ml; :: :-r-l:rl:r Eﬂw ) e
I"b;.l'l].'-:n.i Bl F b 5 Mk B 20T C McArthaa Tor MMckien |40y Mooy

reach the final. We have gotton
niumber of semi-finals in recent
wears and then didn’t make the
Tinal. We want to be taking the
XL Siep. WE are prepping far
that mextsep”
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Eleven months on from losing
2022 Alldreland final, Cork
dethrone Kilkenny in thriller

CORK 2-14
KILKENNY 2-13
GER McCARTHY REPORTS

THE REBELS5 are on the
march once again following
a heart-stopping victory over
Eilkenny in an ephe Glen Dim-
plex All-Irelind senbor camagis
quarter-final at Croke Park.

In a repeat of the 20232
All-Ireland decider, Cork
gained revenge for a ane-poing
lossvo end the Cats' reign and
secure a baet-four berth against
Galway.

For Cork manager Marthew
Twomey, one word summed up
his side’s magnificent result.

"Relsef] he said.

"Wt put ourselves in o great
position at the end of the game,
There were a few goal opports-
nities we squandered and that
nearky cost us.

“Wewere shouting at them to
take their polnts aswe were fve
up. Instead of 1aking the points,
we went for goals, They would

have killed the game bat we

needed 1o put a grear team like
Kilkenny away, uwr:m'rwtlm
they got that late goal.

“The erowd got belmrdtl}uu
but a small bit of composure
from our players stomd to us,
W were lucky to get vway with
it today

Cork brought in Hannah
Looney for Cliona Healy in a
zame delayed by 15 minutes
due to a tragie rail-dine inei-
dent that eecurred erly on
Sunday morning, That ne-
cessitated the Cork senior 5
panel having fo leave their §
train in Thurles and ravel
the lastleg of their jaurney
to Croke Park via coach.

Kilkenny started
brightly with Denise
Gaule (free) and Aoife
Dayle scoring early.

Sorcha MeCartan &
was Cork’s anly scoe-
er with two points

Cork's lzzy O'Regan,
Aolfe ONeill and Kate Wal
celehrate the win.

mmmm Cark's quarter

‘We put ourselvesina

great position at the end
of the game. There were

aﬂhgﬂnppmttﬂﬂu
neu‘iymms'

during a poor first qearter in
which Kilkenny stretched their
lead. Denise Goule (free) and
Jultanne Malone found their
ringe prior o Aolfe Frender-
gast capitalising on hesitant
Cork defending to neta close-

range goal,

1-4 to 0-2 behind, the Rebels
went on to dominate the sec-
omd quarter. Chles Sigerson
wnl Ammy O'Connor (bath frees)
efforts preceded O'Connor col-
becting & bong diagonal, turning
i dlefender and finding the bot-
tom corner after 19 minutes,
Looney edped Cork ahead for
the first time before Gaule an-
swered vin another free.

1-5 apiece, Katrina Mackey
{two) and Amy O'Connor (45)
ook Cork's total to I-8 for the
half despite wasting two goal

- =

(Fhesto: Eh_.rmﬁaane:wmcr]

O,

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

GALWAY, again,

Mo matter where this Cark
camssgie team furns, Galway
are there,

Hours afver the Rebels de-
throned Kilkenny on Sunday,
ihe two best teams lefo in the
All-Ireland senior champion-
ship were pitted apainst one
another In the semi-finals:; it's
Cork v Galway, and Waterford
v Tipperary in Nowlan Park on
July 22nd.

This isa chiance for Cork, car-

appartunities. Kilkenny fired

$ix uncharacteristic wides
Enst were only a polnt behind
an the break thanks to two
late Gale,

The All-Ireland champi-
ong lost Laura Murphy 1o
injury just before the inger-
val but Dendse Gaule landed

rying serious momentum after
last weekend, to break their
hiocdioo agninst the Tribeswom-
e,

Three times the countics
have already clashed this sea-
s, and Galway have won them
all,

There wasg the 1-11 to 1-10
home logs in the league in
March that mattered lintle 1o
Cork who had already quali-
fied for the Divigion 1A final,
but in the beague game that did
meartter, Galway won again, 213
1w 1-12 = and that defeat hurt,

i free to ease nerves immedi-
ately after the restart. That was
Cork's cue toup the tempao with
Katrina Mackey finishing a re-
bound to the net after Sanirse
MeCarthy's bong run and shat
was blocked.

Amy 0'Connor and Amy
Dioyle exchanged scores amd it

Ashling Thompson made
her first appearance of
the season

as Cork’s wait for naticnal sil-
vervare goes on. Then Gahwvay
beat Matthew Twomey's side
in their championship Group
1 opener in June, 1-12 1o 0-12.
Rarely more than a puck of a
Bl between them, and now

they'll meet again,

was 289 o 1-8 on 39 minutes.

Karrina Mackeys poak-bowund
shot was saved before pwvo Den-
ise Gaule frees redoced the
deficit,

Orla Cronin and Aishling
Thompson were sprong from
the bench prioe to the excellent
Gaule's eighth point.

Galway have also beaten
Cork in three of the Rebels” st
four major finals, too. The 2023
league final. The 3022 league
decider. The 2021 All-lreland
limal,

In fact, Cork haven't bear-
en Galway in the champion-
ship since the 2007 All-Ireland
sami-fimal,

The Rebwels really oave them
o, and they'll famey their
chances after knocking Kilk-
enny out,

There were some notable
takeawavs from this quar-



m Rebels responded with
Cliona Healy and O'Connor
making it 213 to 1-12. Healy
was brought down shortly after
but no penalty was awarded.

Cork continued 1o press and
another Amy O'Connnor free

looked to have won it with 4
minmﬁmgn.

l{EIl:uu_qi'
sting however as the irrepress-
ible Denise Gawle evaded four
defenders and found the net
before firing over a free to beave
e par s e
5

Amy O'Connor’s shirt was
pulled in d'rammrurhtq:-

Kilkenny were denied a late
free despite a clear foul and
_point victory and All-Ireland
semisfinal berth. .

‘All we wanted was the re-
sult, Marthew Twomey said.

You wouldn't be overly hap-
py with the display but it was
just the result. Kilkenny are a
fantastic team, They showed
it it there. Even when things
were going wrong, they still
had the composure to come
back and could have snatched a
draw. (For us) it was just about
the result,

“There was talk about our
character out there after losing
finals and semi-finals. Today
was & quarter-final, 1 know,
but we never questioned the
character of our team. Today,
they just showed an awful lot of

COITOSUre.
If wee can just get a top per-

formance (out of them), be-
cause we left a von of scores
behind us, if we can convert

those, we will be hard 1o beat”

SComTE

Cork: & O'Connar 1-5 (47 1451 K
Machany §=3 5 McCartan, C Haaly
0-2 pache HiLpaney, C Sipersan i)
O=-1Epch
KBkenry: [ Gaule £-10 (71,1 45);

A Prendergast 1-0; A Dayle 0-2:1
hiadone 0=1

Corkc AL P Machey, L Coppinger.

Wi Murphy: M Cahalane, L Tracey,
I¥Regan:H Loaney. A Healy: C
Sigersan, F Keating, S McCanhy: &
OConncr, 5 McCartan, K Mackey.
Subs=C Healy for € Sigerson( 36},
0 il for 5 MeCawtan [42], &
Thampsen for HLooney {44).L
Hayes for | O'Regan (53).
Kilkerwry: & Moarks G Walsh, €
Phelan, & Rtz perakt: L Murpiy,
MDealy, T Fitzgeraid K Power,

K Dioyle: | Maicna, A Doyie, M
Fennoally: k. Mot D Gaube, &
Prendergast,

Subsg: M Teehan for L Murphy (32,
mrswumm; A
MicHardy for A Prendergast (5100
Citfewd for M Kenpealy (61).
Referee: lohn Denmady
[Westmeath).

to end their Galway hoodoo

rer-final. Cork boss Twomey
mentioned afterwards how his
shde’s character has been ques-
tioned after losing big games -
bur book at their response when
they slipped 1-4 to (-2 behind in
the first half. By the break they
led by two,

There was a trend in those
four recent final defeats. oo —
Cork leading in the second half
but hﬂﬂl-l:lﬂ' to eventually

land decider, the Rebels were -

two points in front after 30
minutes, but lost by one. 2022
league final, led by six early in
the second half, but lost by four.
In the 2021 All-Ireland final.
Cork led Galway 1-11 to 0-11
with ten minutes left, but lost
1-15 vo §-12.

Last Sunday, Cork bed at the
break, swelled that advantage
to five during the second half
and while Killlkenery trimomed it
toone, the resilient Rebels held
Ut towin, That's a rock to build
an there. Again, character,

lecmnl.'{'dﬂl-'lhlsm-
sult,’ Hnnhew‘l\m:ﬁ!fmd
afterwards, "You wouldn't be
overly happy with the display
but it was about the result.” He
feels there's more to come, and

he's right. Cork were a distant

second best in the first quarter,
nndh'nmﬂwahncnﬂu]nl
his side’s rate,

*If wer mm perfor-
mance - the scores we left be-

hhdmi‘-ttwem them

converted, we'll Im;{m_
beat, he added, -
fidence will be zﬂ the

return of some regular faces,

Two-time All-Star Ashling
Thompson made her firse ap-
pearance of the sexson, having
suffered an ACL injury in Au-
gust 2022, 2020 All-5tar Orla
Cronin came off the bench for

“the second game in a row af-

ter her recent injury troubles.
Laura Hayes. another sidelined
through injury, came on toa,

It strengthens Twomey's hand

Camagie player
awarded nearly
€40,000

A S vear-obl camvrgic
F1MHTﬁmllfl:thu*id1 &
searon her leg afver being
struck by “anuntaped” hurd
s been awarded al most
£40,000 damages against
Cumann Na mBunscol Ath
Chiath.

Barrister Deirdre
todd Judge Jobhn ('Connor
in the Circuit Civil Cowrt
yesterday that there wasa
avgtal and on the huel dhat
should have been taped for
snfety purposes,

Mz Byroe sabl Jennn
MeGovern was |1 vearsald
and playing inaschoel fnal
atCroke Park for 51 Kevin's
Primary School, Kilnaman-
agh, against Balgaddy
School, Lucan, Co Dublin on
June lich, 2009 when she
reccivied the injury,

Counsel voled the court
that Jenna, of Parkhill Rise,
Kilnamanagh, Dublin 24,
had beenstruck on the back
of her left beg by a hurl
which had a metal band
wirapped around it and
which caused a kaceration.

The girl atcended Crum-
tin Children's Hospital
where the wound was
further treated and seven
stitches ingerted.
e

preseribed painkilling
medieation and had been off
schiool for abouta week. She
hiad the sutures remawned
afver aweek. She sabd the
Injuries Board had asessed
damagesinthesum of
E38,000 for general damag-
s nnad €1,183 for medical
fees and general cxpenses.
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dethrone
‘up show

Dowling believes time is right to
step down as Cats camogie boss

Andrew Horgan

Brian Dowling has stepped
doven from his role as Kilken-
ny genlor cumogie manager,
e Coie coity hoard has an-
o,

The O'Loughlin Gaels
pative informied the players of
hiz declsion i the altermuath
of their narrow All-Ereland
guearter-final loss to Cork on
Suniday nftermaol.

Dawling hud beon invoelvid
with the side for the last five
sieqsons bul ho belbevies this s
“the right Home to stop awnay™
firorn the position.

After taking sole chargo of
the team hack in 200 — he in-
itially came in as conch back

SATURDAY
TULY 15, 2033

v

All-Ireland champs
-

in 2009 — ilwe former Kilkenny
hurler gulded the camogie
team to two All-Ireland titles
in 20 and 22, winning man-
agor of the year for both can-
kg,

“prkan Dowling and ks en-
tire backroom team have in-
formed w8 that they are step-
piatg away from e senkor ca-
meoghe tean,” began Kilkenny
camoghe chalrperson Theresn
Axlvmnrd in o stabenweni.

“Kilkenny camagio woild
like o gincerely think Brian
anal his endire backrosm team
for thelr commitment, dedi-
cation, nmd work, angd most of
all their professionalizm that
he has brought over the past
five yenrs

“He iz & two-time All-lre-
land winning manages having
wan the titles with the panel in
2020 during the very trying
covid-18 period and again in

“The time that he has put
kb the panel lkas been secoml
o yome and he has nlwiy Ipu‘l
the plasers welfare 1o the fore
im his tenare.

=Hiz hinz patlcledd this panel of
players to heighis that many
gonld (onlyy dream of and he
will bo sorely missed.

=“We wish Brian the very
st in his future endoasoinrs
and we thank him whols-
heartedly for what he has
done for Kilkenny camogis,™
Axlward ndiled,

Brian Dowling: Guided camogie
team to two All-Ireland



Cork's Libby Coppinger celebrates at the final whistle with I.Il'-'lTlal;triﬂ;ﬂ' Kilkenny on Sunday at Croke Park. Picture: IRPHO/Lasdo Gece

Female players
deserve better

TV

LAST year, Anna Galvin, the Kerry
ladies footballer was one of seven
players across Gaelic football, ladies
e a oA R TRERS — vkt
a reguest — n-
teered for an exercise where those
tracked their expenses on a
weekly basis in a diary over the
course of a month.

All cos=ts related to their inter-county
commitments were gocounted for in the
diaries, including money spent on foel”
travel, nutrition, and medical/recovery
expenses, Galvin recorded the highest
manihly total of £1,792,

Tracking the number of hours they
apent mn‘muting for thaelr inter-connty
teams, Galvin's tally was 44. Her total
mlleawt dlone for the month was
EL157T, maleplayers were reimbursed

fior travel oxponses. The female players -

ware not peimbursed {or any exXpenses.
In conversation bifore last yeéar's All-
Ireland foothall final, when Galvin cap-
tained Kerry against Meath, she was in-
clined to focus on the enjoyment more

than the financial kit, but the cost ex-  cause

tended far beyond just hard cash,

The emotional and physical toll she de-
acribed was colodsal, leaving Dublin city
centre in mid-afternoon, not arriving
back to Dublin until 12.30am, before hav-

OF CEmOEe r5 to maintain that finan-
uia]lnpul: without petting any sort of sup-

Earlier Iast year, Geardid Hegarty
spake aboiit the massive baseline chasm
between how men and women GAA
players are treated, which ranged from
fixtum clashes to access to facilities to fio-

u Christy O'Connor

Im today's society, that question now ox-
tends far beyond even the players
“When I look at the minor and Ulés
Eraﬁ-h-; l:i:rHa-r;r I rﬂ di hope things
have em by the time
they pet tuaenj-ur "sajd Galvin kast July.
“My parenis were driving me all over
the county and country, but the cost of Hiv-
ing for :.n:rul Ir:nlmill.vus i% “rﬂgd“;?m“
now, expecially in a county like Kerry
where [t's 5o

It h - Fﬂfﬂtgﬁgiﬂgm

5 20 rents & ahle 1o
luvrfa commitment from

thim.nh‘h and timie-wise ba-

cause s just 5o expensive.

“People who have daughters playing
might just think: ‘ would [ enco
them bo stay In this? How 1 this sustain-
abie for them to stay in this pame¥"

‘When 24 senior ledies footballers and
camogie players stood united at a land-
miarck press conference in Dublin & couple
af weeks ago, one journalist asked the
question if they were aware of players not
plaﬂn&.ﬂ who have walked away be-

thie cost Invalved, All 24 put their
hands up.

The costs, financial, and emaotional, is

too much (o bear, which = why
ladies footballers and players
have been staging their protests over the
Inst couple of weeks at games right across
the country,

At that press conference in kate June,
the players revealed that they had already
cont ted full strike action,

“We dont feel that we are being Hatened
w Dublin camogie capiain Alsling

Within two hours of the girls' statvment
being released, the LGEA released a stite-
ment &x siing their 'sur rize’ at the
events. That evening. Sinead MeNulty,
CEO of the Ca .n.namlaun:nn sabd on
the Six0ine news s . Hiowr-
over, if they had hwn ]l ng what the
girls had been saying, cithor through th

GPA or the girls themselves, it's difficolt
to know how they could have been canght
when a chorus af anger and fros-
tration kas rlizen fo & crescendo,

How much more évidencs do the LGFA
amnd Camogie Assockation nesd?

When the GPA launched 1ts “State of
Flay' equality report in April — a survey
of 1,579 women inter-county players — the
standout results were glaring: only $.5%
of worsen plivers peceive tPavel eXpanses
from their counmy board; 79%% do not ave
rogular access to'a team doctor; 36% do
et heavee fuill aceess to a physio; 53% don't
Jmu full access o a gym; 71% said they

don’t have full access to suitable pitches,

Thi players bebleve that both the LGEFA
and Camogie Assoctation have failed to
engage with them in & meaningfol way
ginoe the report wis parblished.

The “viable infegration™ of the LGFA
and & Asaockation is central to the
GAA's new Strateglc Plan, but the chal-
benges will continue untll that astually
happens.

Last September, former President of
Treland, hary McAlosse, agreed o be in-
dependent :Jtalrﬁmnﬁlhu integration
process, where hchahrulg i stecring
group of afficlals feam the thees organi-
sations preparing the ma:lmap to thres kn
ane, o one assockation.

Yat how long is that process going to
take? Thers is evident frestration at the
Inck of communication from the steering
group since the GPA mat them in April.
How serious are the thres M‘ﬂinlﬂunm
about actisnlly making it

When Tom 'fnr:glna u-fﬂi:l:m?m
propoded mesting Fedr OFRan ofs
to work towards a female charter now,
rather than wakting years before viable in-
tegration happens, the GAk and Camogie
Assochation said that it couldn’t happen
wrtil full integration was offlcial. The
playvers say the LGFA didn't respond, o
claim the LGEA have challonged,

‘This games have noever Been more popu
lar, ﬂpﬂciﬂﬂ]l' ladies foothall, but tl'l!
p].a.wrs are now on the brink. And the
LGFA and Camogle Assoclations neod fo
redllse how serious the players ane,

ey wad & by Biaw and hiry
wery rodogated from Division 15
10 Sha thérd ter of tha Viary
Lidaggise, Shokhdin Flannany ee-
fraaing & Ky bacerahig figure,
hraidradit.

Do host Sarcha MeGaran o
Cork sincd winrng ha e
modeto e in 2020 bul pos-
suss ong of the best Icnwards in
tha gama in Kilamh Mallon.
Thero's alsa o relegabon final n
Tha iInfermediabe grade, with
Pkl lacing Lacis af Bansgher
{2pmi. Bath falled 10 got any
Bl ol POIDR D FOSLAT & 1l
grougr &nd while Laces dras tha
short st of going drect io b
rofegatn frnal, Dubin weee



Camogie
Ass%ﬁon
urges GPA to
Te-engage’
r::nn layer

are report

Eoghan Cormican |

The Camogie Association las
called on the Geelic Players
Associntion (GFA) 10 angaga
in "open and consiructive
dialogue” with them sa as to
address issues surrounding
playar walfnre |
In o stnitement released yes-
teriday, the Camogle Associi
atkon nxnmss:nd dlisappeinty
ment at the GPA for not
enpaging with them “in s
meanindol way™ since Juna
14
The GPA presented theln
Stite of Play £l fo Camo-
gie’s Ard Chomhairle on Jung
14, Subs=squent o that presen-
imgion. the Comogie Assodl-
ation sought more detadled fnd
formatlon and identification
of priority areas thot need to
b el dmessod. |

Almasta month on, the ﬂa-l
mogle Association hos not yet
received the riquested in<
formation and 2o k= calling on
the GPA to re-engage with
1hem.

Yesterdny's stitement is tha
Iatiest dovelopment in the fght
of fenmale inter-county. players
o secure minimom standoafds
of care sheqdd of the B24 soa-
S

Camogie and ladies Tooly
ballers vesierday communi-
catedl thobr decision to with-
denw any media event argasd
nised by either the Ciamogio
Association or LGFA for t
duration of the All-Irelan
championsbips. |

Players '.l.'lfl Ennsteasil arn el o
GPA organised moedin event
next Monday ahead of the
All-Ireland semi-finals ln bodh
cidfes,

“The Camogie Associaiion
recognises the significance of
the concerns raksed by inlep-
county plavers and empha-
sizes the importance of the
LGaelle Playvers J\Hl}:lu“nﬂ
IGPAY re-engaging with us o
those matters. We are stead{
fast in our commitment to cold
kborating with them, frmls
believing thai open and con<
structive dinlogue is the mn.-:g
iflectivie appranch to addres:
thege {ssues,” the camogie
statement read.

“The informatien rege
will provide valuable inzlph
into any exksling issues or in-
equithes. ]

“We-are fully committes! fo
working with the GPA to ad+
dress these coneerns, using
the m=omarces avallable 1o onn
Association in the short, mesi
i, ardl Jodag term, however, §
Is Imperative we npdorstan
all the data ‘presented bel
W can m.l!nn any elemenis
thi report.”

At Wednesdny's Olrenchitng
commltles mesting, the GAA
director general Tom Ryan oxd
plafned that the s=ociation 5
willbag o Beelp ot support the
eptablishment of r-r.-mal.q
charfer.

He added, however, thail
there had been ne confas
from the T.GFA or Camogi
Assecintion to firing ahout
such a charter.

Corit’s Saclrse H:tiﬂl'rrtﬂ-m mmﬂhmmmm mmmm
Ittl'nhFIhFHmﬂ:HMﬁsﬁulnﬁemﬂmnmm

Carrogle \

There were mixed
for Cork over the
“The Intermediate cam-
_paign Endnd in a defeat to
Meath and a season that
saw them win their league
and the Munster Champi-
onship ended in a whim-

lrwa.:a'rq:nrm
mance in which a few
players measured up on
the day and I wonder was
there a degree of compla-
cency in their a 1o
the game, h-‘lfm
ﬂumappusiﬂmmlne
last season.

It was a significant win
for the seniors beating the
champions Kilkenny - the

first time kn 5 attermpts that
they have beaten one of
Tbemcaledb!g'.’,{hhw

'l'bewhuhgmargﬁm*
only I point, but it should
have been a lot more with

a number of goal mrin:
OppOrtunities

spurned and
denied 2 clear penalties by
Iﬂmﬂ.‘ina:mfemdrg:pﬂh
formance in the last few
minLtes.

Crucially Cork won a
tight game, in the recent
past such results have
gone against them and the
marnmner of this will
I my view stand (o ]

The other imporeant fac-
tor o take from the game,
is the impact off the bench,

“with Laura Hayes, Ash-

ling Thompson and Orla
Cronkn g time
and all | made telling
contributions, which will
the semi-final v Gabway in
Nowlan Park on Saturday

-2 Mmm
relgation

* Dty 1.15 Lok 1-7 rhnflunur
Cup Sémi-Anal: -3 bl 3-5,
L#.ﬂl:l-ﬂ-ﬂ#dn-l' 11,



Kevin Cummins, Cummins

sports, award sponase with The Cork ladies

miner feotbaklers and Cork U6 camogie team joint winners of the July

Rebel Og award
RedFm media

menthly award last year. sponsored by The (a
versprings Hotel, Cummins sports mﬁmfnhmmﬂ?‘uﬂ
partners , Back from left, camogie Sinead Hurley,
Keeley Goulding, Anibhe mmmmm
Siobhan (allanan, Orfaith Cahalane, Aimee Corcoran and Evie Two-

mEukMﬁt!eon

Silk

theline

as they face Wexford in
AlHreland U16A semi

Tﬂﬂﬂ'
All-lredand U164 Camogie
Cha semi-final:

Cork v ;

The 4pm
IT'S semi- time for the
U168 ms Mallow I:'ys host
to the All-Ireland Ul&A
spmi-finals this afterneon
when holders Cork take on
Wexford in the first game of
a douhble-header, with Gal-
way meeting Tipperary in
the second gamee. :

Cork are bidding for
three in a row, with mo
championship played in
2020 doe to . Cork
could very well be now
going for five in a row hav-
ing taken the title in,
2018 when they hreached a
16- year gap.

Cork have since driven
om to make it a very produoe-
tive few yvears for k at
18 Jewel with the great
work going in at club and
county level |5 paying huge
dhddn-nﬂ.ghem HI'].EIB i
change rmat this vear.

Just six teams hattled it
out for the T16A All-Tre-
land championship title
with ulHtl: Ir:::j;w in one
Erou op four
now forward to contest the
semmi-finals,

Cork topped the group
with victories over Limer-
irk, Wexford, Kilkenny,
and (zal before losing to
Tipperary last weehend toa
Tipperary side who took
the second semi-final spot
defeating Kilkenny, Limer-
ick and k they drew
with Limerick and lost ouat
to Galway,

Galway come into the
semi-finals having talken
third spot in the group with
thres victories, a draw amd
one loss while Cork's oppo-
nents Wexford had just one
victory against Limerick in
their last game, If was
enotigh o give them the
fourth q ing spot, hav-
ing deaswn with Galway and
Tipperary before losing to
Cork 412 to 1-3 when
sides met in Wexlord on
May 14.

Cork will he hot favouor-
ites bo make it to the fimal,l
el o Doe shes the g

L @
of favonrite is well de- .
served.

CAMOGIE
B Mary NMewman

Having lost in the
Munster champlon
lier in the season to

exee]llont championship
displays where they went
on to defeat the same Lim-
erick side by 10 polnts,

With a new management
team at the helm this year,
things have been golng ac-
cor to plan, only one of
last season's successiul
management team rémain,
but there is continnity with
th-&br;];bil' rgllm:gtr taken
on i ilﬂh.ﬂ' from
Mewtownshandrum who
had been part of Donie
Daly's management set-up
for the last number of

VTS,

Maoloney has brought ex-
perience to the role of man-
ager and he I8 joined by
Deirdre Twomey from the
&1 Catherine's, who herself
lined out at inter-count
level with Cork. Michel
Gould, 5t Vincent's is
goalkeeping coach, John
Brosnan, Bulievant is a
eoach/selector, and Mark
Eavanagh, Charleville is a
coach/selector.

Havanagh has also been
invalved with Cork Rebel
g teams,

Brendan 0" Driscoll, Car-
rigaline, who pm‘innslxe
worked with Cork ULT de-
velopment ﬂlllllii. is also
on hoard as 4 ooach /£ selec-
tor.

MINORS BOOK FINAL SPOT

All-Treland minor cham-
pions Cork had to call on all
their experienoe to hold off
the challenge of & deter-
mimed Waterford side to
book their place in the
Munster final as they roc-
orded 3-15 10 1-11 victory in
Castle Road.

Caork led 0-9 (o 0-8 at the
interval and had to with-
siand huge préssure before
advancing to the final.

Alate polnted free helped
Cork secure victory and set
up a final mesting with Tip-
perary who overcame Clare
3-15to 0-11.

Pictare: Eddie O'Hare

CORK deserved their victory over Kil-
kenny last Sunday.

Down to a scary one-point lead again
when anything could lkave happened, bt
Cork's defence dealt with the threat in the
closing minutes. They should have been
ol of 4 when five poimts wp, with op-
poriunitles to make it seven, but Denise
Gaule's 1-1 pulled Kilkenny back into the

BAmE.

Her goal was incredible. You won't find
any defensive eritielsm here for that goal;
sometimes you just have to admire heil-
lEance.

Cork outpumbered Kilkenny in the sec-
ond half in that area with Lasica Treacy
sitting free and back in the protective
0T,

Grantle eoved ot and back in as she al-
prost slnfln-himdﬂ}' got Kilkenny to a
sermb-final.

If Cork had koat this game. they'd have
been distraught, because thay shonld
have won it by three goals, at least,

They Hterally tore Kilkenny's defencs
apart with their runs, Ssofrse MoCarthy
was outstanding.

Mizsed opportunities in the Z3rd, 27U,
and 39th minutes, then the penalty that
shoald have been given to Amy O'Connar.

I re-watched the game, What were the
umpires doing?

[ coauld gee one clearly with his oyes fi-
ciied o thie batl in Amy’s hand. Ht their
jobs 1= to do more than ook at the ball, its
to keep an eye an everything that goet on
i that 2one arad they failed to do bt

It was Just ms well that the material was

stromg such was the sirefch, or Amy
-.ruu]dgiuw e & bashiol momant.

Cork keeper Molly Lynch, [zzy O"Regan, Aoife O'Nedll, and Kate Wall celebrate after the q.-!ll:ll’*fl'l'il'l over Kilkemny. Ficture: laphofLaszo Geoy

Cork deserved win
but should have
been out of sight

il ]

Cark rla.nag Matthew Twomey after the All-
Ireland quarter-final match between Cork and
Kilkenny.  Picture: Piaras O Midbseach/Sponsfils

i read a repori stating that Brian Dowl-
ing went in to have words with refores
John Dermody after the game over o po-
tontial clesing free not given to Katie
Maolan, but I think when he looks back ai
gk e, he'll realise it more than swung
busth ways.

This charging rule I so frustrating, 1
see 1 Hime and again in games and it dep
onds on the referee as to which way the
froe goes,

The rule |5 that the attacking player
with the I_Jgglin ﬁniﬂusﬂimam an at-
tempt to sidesten the nder,

Mow, you et a ball in full fight, the de-
fender is on-top of you in milllseconds,
hiowe are o supposed o pirogette 1 the
hlink of an eve. 1tz a silly rule and what
was even worse was that Dermody g
yellow cards for 1

Thals wrong. Thers & nd Intent thore
tis fanll,

Huge credit 1o Saolrze MeCarthy for
Cork's second goal. As Kilkenny ran away
from her and he ran rlght through from
midfield, she was Gouled om the na in-

L

side the square,

She Nipped her body guickly to pass bo
Mackay whao finkshed Bo the net, 10 was Jusl
as well as Dermody hal waved ‘'no free”

Maost players woltld have Laid fat, miade
o meal ont of it and vwolked sany with no-
thing. McCarthy's lightning reaction Wwon
the gaume, ;

Kilkanny will rue thelr three wides be-
fore hali-time and the first five minutes of
the second half where four aftacks viehled
just one-point after a wide and two furiler
balls dropped mto Amy Les’s hands,

Speaking of which, Lees puckouts were
oulstanding; her distance and accuracy
from the top droveer.

Meanwhile, Cork’s first attack of the
second half led io Mackey's goal.

I mentioned twae yvears age that there
were 4 number of retiremanis coming
down the track for Kilkenny and Galway,
and that Cork were a couple of years
ahead in terms of development of new
suad mambers, ]

Thist 13 coming to pass novw, Seme Kil-
kenny players have retived, and [ think
meore will Follow this year,

They'll strugele I that happens: Dowl-
ing annaunced that e was stepplig away
as manager alter four vears B charge,
winning two tithes. He will bea hugl!lmu-]
foeel that Galway boo are on the brink of
transition,

Corlk, meanwhile, have thelr sirongest
bench in many a year, The 2021 and 2022
eampalgns, and the injuries to key players
in 2023 forced management to give thelr

nel extended game tme and iE's proving
I"Jr.uli:l‘ul-

Cark now have four or fve they can
furn to when things are going against
them.

Cliona Healy hadn't hit the form of fiva
years ago, She lost her place for the
quarter-final. She his payed herself back!
ke the mix after twe great points, amwd

sihly n ponalty on another day, whenl
msmmpe

An All-Ireland semi-final awalts next
weekend against their nemesks Galway,

T cami"t wail.

It"s mow Hime for Cork o deliver,



Skelton sinks Laois while Down survive in top tier

Camogle

Daragh O Conchdir

Laois will be competing in the
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
promder junlor camogie cham-
plonship next yoar after
Dublin's second siring beat
them by 1-1510 1-7 in the intor-
medinte relegntion final in
Banagher yesterday,

A late paal from lmpressive

sub=titnte Joves Atkinson
gave the scoraline & slightly
flatioring look bul there was
it dloilat 1deAt Dubdin were de-
aerving winners,

Eimear Hoszett shot 1-2 for
ihe (' Moores, the goal coming
from o fieat-half penakty after
Amy Finnagan was fouled, but
the Dubs were creating more
apporiuniibes and led by 048 to
1-4 at half-time. Grainneo SKel-
ton supplicd foinr of thase

polnis and bMMéadhbh Hicks
two, bt notably, the Metropo-
litans had five scorers In total
in that opening period,

Shelton browght her tally 1o
seven in the second half and
Hicks and Atkinson also split
thie et

Hasseit slotted a palr of 459
bt Lneds noeded gonls and in-
stead it was AtKinson that
raised the green Mag (o re-
mmove all dmt"m

On Saturday, Down de-
feated Offaly 1-12 to 06 in the
Glen Dienplex All-Ireland sen-
for relegation final to retakn
thelir top-tier status, with the
Fadthiial pl}'in? their trade at
intermediate leve] next sea-
s,

Sara-Louise Graffin shot a
goal and four polnts and
Miamh Mallon seven points,
fiwve from play, for Paol Don-
nelly's Mourne outfit at the

Maticnal Games Development

Centre in Abbststown.

It was 1-T to -2 at the break
and with Offaly unable o
make any real inroads as
wenther conditbons worsened
considerably — though Clad-
ngh Healy did register four
Poinls — it was comfortable to
the end for Down.

Moanwhile, the Maney M-
ray Cupsrmi-finals weore alse
held on Safurday and as & re-

suilt, it ‘will b Mayo and Wick-
low that will play In the de.
clder at the BGDC in Ablwot-
stown on July 25

Mago tirmed arotdad the re-
sult of the Division 4 Very
League final with a convine:
ing 3-5 to 0-3 over last vear's
champions at O°MNeills Healy
Park, while 2022 ranners-up
Wicklow won against Lotith,
emerging from the Matlock
Rangers grounds by 511 1o 0-6.

GPA welcomes GAA offer to support female charter move

Eoghan Cormican
and Shane Donavan

The GPA has welcomed the
GANS offor to support the cs-
tablishment of & female
charter, showtld they be asked
i da so by the LGFA amd Ca-
mogle Agsoclatbon,

GAA director general
Tom Ryan, speaking at the
Jodint OiFsachtas Commbiies
for Tourism, Calture, Arls,
Sport, and Media, clarificd
that the GAA arc willing to

Mulkerins
hat-trick

seals it for
Cork U16s

CAMOGIE
© Mary Newman

Cork 312
Waexford 0-5
CORK comfiortably advanced
to the Al Ireland D16 &

champivnship final as they
overtiume YWexford at The

Three poals from full-for.
mhi:wﬂr!ulk{ﬂ;mmm
mpions made it safely
through. I

Cork always lacked to be
mnu'nlunnm-.ﬁnuuwm.m
ford to jiest two scores from
Py they confidently march
o il keep the bid for iliree
lﬂ:rmvﬂnw.

stromg ing wind fix-
voured Wexford in the open-
ing half bat it wis Cark whe
led at the break 23 to 05,
Mulkerins with goals in fhe
opeaiing 10 minntes sottling

hieElp and sapport the mowve,

A GPA statemont read:
“Playars welcome today's
public clarification by the
Gan Director General Tom
Byan at the Jolnt Commities
for Tourism, Culture, Aris,
Sport nmd Medin that the GAA
are willing to help establish a
femnle charter should they be
g0 aaked by the LGEA and Ca-
moghe Assockation.

=It has always bieen the
playvors” wiew that the GAA
wanld have to play a role and

it is encouraging that they
have now made thelr willing-
nexs 1o do 50 known on the
pullic record.

“The hall is clearly now in
the LGFA and Camogile As-
sociation's ooart,

“They can detall how theay
will provide the necessary
funding to éstablish a stan-
dardised charter for female
infer-county plavers In

iine with their male col-

Enn%'lmg of, Uhvey can hedr what
their owm players have been

calling for, for several months,
and ask for the support of the
GAA,

“Either way, there should
now be no block to a stamiard-
1zed, neandatary charber for fo-
male inter-county players
heving devaloped.

o rors romain willing (o
ait down collectively (o find
the much-necded resolution”

Earlier, it was announced
that female Inter-county
players will not participate in
any media event organised by

elther the LGFA or Camagie
Association for the duration of
the All-Ireland champlon-
ships,

While the Gaeli¢ Players
Association will facilitate
media sceess o players, the
decision of players' to
withdraw from media events
arganised by the two govern-
ing bodies, particularly in
advance of the All-Ireland
finals, will undoubrediy
hurt coverage of these de-
ciders.

Ench year, it s standard
praciice for the Camogie As-
sociatlon and LGFA to
arganlse All-Treland final
media events whera the ca
tain and manager from éac

ting connty noe pres-
ent in Croke Park and avail-
able for interview,

The GPA, who commuoni-
cated the decizlon yesterday
morning, sald the players’
decision will have no fmpact
on local arcangements that
regional media have in plaoe.

over with a [oar-point advan-
tage.

Om the restart, they toolk
control they hit 1-7 without
reply befor: Wesdord had one
back with an Emma
MeCarthy polnted free with
10 minutes to the full-time
whixstle,

By now, Corl were empiy-
ing thelr bewch as their place
in the final was soeured,

In the second semi-final,
played in Mallow, Galway
avorcams Tipperary 4-8 to 0-5.

Saorers Bor Corke A Molenns 3.3, 1t
Alarpw -4 30-1 1, MO Bride 042 0-1 1,
L Walih &2, € Halloher 0:1 45, Clam
Mgy 21,

Woferd: E McCarthy 0-4 1, L Stafiord 0-
2

CORK: E Honotan; S Cunnisghar, A
Cagniery, C Pyan; L O5haa. & Cussin, M
Lombard A Cottrod {ch, A Mculfie; K
O Sullbmn, B Murphy, C Catharing
Kuipivy; M O'Brien, A Mulkaring, L

Bube: Chava Murphy loe Catheding
by (1), G il for L O Shoa |56,
J Mlurphsy dor L Walsh (965, T Goulding
tor M O'Brign [33), C Kallahar o K
OrSullvan (53), 5 Pomansy Tof A Cusses
{55 A N Sveaney lor R Waarpiy (55), M
Hordond for A ICASS) (557

WEXFORD: M Kavanagh: G Hourihare,
I Dol Parkons, Hughes; L Gaggen,
L Sralend (. K Peddy; O OPcuaka, U
VDl CrTocin, E McCarty.

E Mupsiny o & Egan §3), 5 Hirevin
loe A Firman (M0, L Donafeag dor Lfoge
@ins (40, EO'Brien for O OV Flgerien (43),
M Chm for U Ooyla O Tools (48], A
) Masri e K B (81)

Relarsa; Gadn Donggan (ulsiing

ALL FOR ONE, DME FOR ALL: Cork’s Amy 0'Connor and Galway's Maria Coo
t-shirts at an event organised by players at the Radisson Elu at Dublin

mﬂ

slinitedForEquality
ahead of the upcoming
Midheach/Sportsile

Picture: Plaras O
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Wgcr Matthew
Twomey feels hiz team is de-
signed to handle the pressure
of a showdown with bogey team
Galway this Saturday.

The rwoe countics clash in a
2023 Glen Dimplex All-lreland
senior camogic semi-final in
Nowlan Park (5.30pm, live on
RT'EE} with Galway havving won

thred meetings between the
teumtl:haﬂm the
Division 1A league final.

But Twomey is pleased with
the character his side has shown
in recent games, inchiding the
dethroning of AlIreland cham-
TMmetm-ﬁ-

“In the last four or five games,
we have gone in under fierce

mehu‘swhﬂumhﬂmtn

be happy about. If the pm :
does come on Saturday, which
T'm sure it will, we'll find out if
we can cope as well as we did
previoushy’ 23
The Rebels are hitting form at
eE i S ‘Cork take on bogey team Galway in -
s o e shuu down for 5|mt in All- lrcland ﬁnﬂl e b .
‘Galway are a seasoned team. Tl Ced il
T o
lot of sisceess the Cork bosssaid. - acter of the team. We showed  this Cork team. It was 56 per-  We've highlighted a lot of times EQEK SCﬂHEHS
'I'}n-‘rr.-;nmmbeming a lot of steel at the end, which  cent against Kilkenny, A decent  that we took the bead in games .
down full of confidence, They'll  people questioned hd'l:lrr_han:l return, but still boss toworkon.  and got caught. That wasa mas-  Cork's overall champlonship scorers (including Munster and All-
be happy enough with the draw  We put curselves in a good po- "Every game this year, | think  sive plus the other day’ Twomey Iretand serlesk: Amy 0'Conndr £-26 (1614 45]; Katrina Mackey
seeing as theyre not overly fa- sition in the game but we prob-  we won every stat against cur  acknowledged. 3-13 (21} Cioe Sigerson 0-10 {41} Sorcha MeCartan 1-5: AE Saith
miliar with Waterford or Tip~  ably should hawe had the game  opposition except the conver-  Aisling Thompson, Orla  0-5.Fiona Keating 1-2 Emma Murphy 0-4: Sacirse McCanhy. Dria
; v wrapped up before it came 1o sion rate. We werein the 7Sper-  Cronin and Laura Hayes com- Croren (), Cliona Healy 0=3 each: Clodagh Finn 0- 2 Laura Hayes,
"We have been beaten three  that, he said. cent range inthe two gamespre- - ing back from injury is a time-  Acife Healy, Hannah Looney 0-1each.
tirmes by Galway this year. We're "We missed a few chancesand  vious (against Down and Clare). Iy boost as well. There was one
totally up against it but maybe  there were a few ndiculous ref- [ know the opposition weren't  stagein the season where Twom- :
that i the game we can relish,  ereeing decisions as well. We  at the standard of Kilkenny but oy was talking about the squad  huge lifi.'the Cork managersabd.  “The intensity and tempo has
We need a top performance, pulled it out at the end, which  that is the number we have o be being as tight ¢ 19 players due "What it does 1oo is it puts  gone upin training because they
we're training very hard at the  was a great boost. We're im-  gerting, 60 to 70 percent woalkd 10 injuries or dual claghes. He  ferocious pressire on the 15 on  Jmow they're fighting for their
moment and thatis the message  proving all the time. When the  be the minimum tous Twomey  now has as close toa full deck as the fiebd. They'll be looking over  place on the field o cven for the
going out to everyhody. players stick to a process, they'll  admitged. he has had all season. at the sideline thinking thatthey  first five to came on as subs.
Beating Kilkenny 2-14t0 213 get the frults from it. The more Being able 1o close out the "You saw a bot of players out  have to put in their best or else The other semi-final will be
in the quarter-final was a big  wegoonin the year, it becomes  game was an encouraging sign  with injurfesand your  they're gone. Even at that, we  the curtain-raiser at Nowlan
boost 1o this Cock team = and  more rebevant tous,” too, especially when Cork hadn't  heart would go cut to them, To  want the players Lo empty the Park, as Waterford take on Tip-
Twomey recognises this. Getting their shooting acce-  done soin previous biggames.  have them back in full flowisa tank foruptoddor 50 minutes.  perary (3.20pm).

FIVE REASONS CORK FANS CAN BE OPTIMISTIC

ﬁmmmmmuf

showdown. Two lssues are shoddng -

against Kikenery, Cork’s conversion

OriaittiCahalane it meansthey canput  GALWAY HODDOO: s mentionedin

Alsfing Thormpsan, Orla Cronin and Laura the conversioriraie. The Rebels rate stilineeds tobebetter if they are . their full concentration into Sunday's the Star last woek, it's Galway. again.
Hayes from injury |s @ huge boost at the E six goal chances against Kikenny, — toprogress to the Al-freland final game against Galway, before switching,  The Rebels' recent record against Lhe
business endof the seasomallthree but anky took two. s apostive that - Puckouts wil bekey, too. Cork’s win back 1o football the fodiowing week. Tribeswomen has not been good. in
came onin the guarter-final against they were creating the chances . percentage from Uheir own against 2022 Al-Star Coppinger and Looney their Last five encounters, league and
Kikenny and made animpact. As well. ah.#mu.quad;ph; mich - Kilkeriny wis 62 The stats look. are experienced Campagnens, Healy charnglonship, Cork have lost ivery
a5 being three top players, think of the. moe clinical Gahiay. : r:laﬂ'-ﬁlunnd.hrl: Sl o -rnsgn':mmesmmmr:lhmﬁ ane in e Al =lnkand fnslin
big=garme mmmum hmm;ﬂ T f whiba Cahalang sids 3 2021 and bath keague finals in 2022
means manager Matthew Tromey pﬂmmwﬁhﬂn L gl different dimenaionoff thebench. and 2023 especially, Cork had heads
nuasdmmamm.nmmm Eﬁmer-mar ah-.g o - mmﬁm iy A bt fet them sip, This Saurday's
q - CAdter threewell- MOMENTUM: in dethroning All-freland match Isan epportunity to banish
el e dualclashes  champions Kilkenry, confidence s thosebad mernesies. The signs.

Tver this season, the good mmuﬁmhim mmuw ook promising, Inthe guartes-final,
ﬂmﬁgmmfumam Galwayinthe o haveanymone this * from five down to only one behind, and
right time for the Rebels. It Increases. mﬁnlw ~year atieast, That's time ; in the past Cork would have beenin
Cork's options aff the bench. toa, . 44 percentwith - goodnews for Cork's dwph:shlp ), Cork neededtoreignite  danger of letting the garme skp from
mﬁhﬂdﬂmhnﬁnhﬁ# : Fuﬁﬁﬂwhﬂd fous dusdplayers,Libby ~ their ““{, thatwithwins el grasp: The encouraging sign was

12 widesagainst Coppinger, Anife Heaty, ‘over Dewn (3-19 ﬁmmmﬂ that they closed the game out. That

Hﬂm Hannali Looney and ey 0-8] aret Kitkenny (214 to 2-13}, was animpodtant moment for this

nmm 3 -  Corkam finding form attheright Cork bearre they held out .
htﬂh m“. mﬂ%mthﬂ'hﬂl&“ﬁ bl .

mmﬁﬂu ;Cork’s  they

1At was improvedd options. against a very good Galway team BY MATTHEW HURLEY




Kilkenny’s back = . =

to back dream
comes to an end

ALL-IRELAND SENIOR
CAMOGIE QUARTER-FINAL
ICORK 214
KILKENNY 2-13
Robert Cribbin

at Groke Park

Kilkenmny's reign a8

All-Ireland  senior camogie
champions came to an end
when they narrowly went
dowti to Cork in a thrilling
guarter-final clash in Croke
Park on Sunday afternoon.

Kilkenny's challenge
largely depended on Denise
Gaube - she put in one of her
great performances in’ the
black and amber jersey asshe
scored 110 in total, almost
dragging her side back into
the game after Cork had
taken full contrel just after
half-time.

Even still Cork probably
edged things over the course
of the hour and it's they who
join Waterford, Galway and
Tipperary in the lust four.

Despite strugsling to find
fiorm for much of the season
to date, Kilkenmy raced into
Croke Park when knocking
onver Lhe opening Lwo pointe,

A Denkse Gaule free was
guickly Mollowed up by a fine
effert from Aocife Doyle who
had  replaiced  Michelle
Teehan in  the starting
lineup.

Corkthen got off the mark
when  Sorcha  MeoCarian
pointed in the fifth minute
but it was Kilkenny wha

continued to make all the
early running with further
scores  from  Gaule
Julkamne Malone,

McCartan doubled her
tally to leave just two points
between the sides but Brian
Dowling's All-Ireland
champions were on top inall
of the physical exchanges and
they had their reward when
finding the net in the 14th
minute wien a long free went
over the Cork defence. Last
year's All-Ireland winning
captain  Acife Prendergast
pounced to shoot past Amy
Lee between the sticks.
GREAT POSITION

Kilkenny led 1-4 0 O-2 at
this stage and looked in a
great position but the second
quarter certainly belonged to
the Rebels.

Kilkenny's scant tally over
the following 20 plus minutes
woere just a patr of Gawle frees
as Cork look control of

In a well
contested affair,
Cork just about
had enough for a
Kilkenny team
that competed
right till the end
of proceedings

proceedings. A well worked
goal from Amy O"Connor as
well as pnil'ﬂ.s from Chloe
Slﬂe.rsnnHannahLmnqrand
Katrina Mackeyenobled Cork
togointo the break withatwo
point advantage (1-8101-6).

Kilkenny goalkeeper Aoife
Morris also made a couple of
notable saves that kept the
defending champicns within
touching distance and they
certainly became  more
crucial as Kilkenny upped
their performance levels in
the second half.
MOMENTUM

In spite of the improved
second half showing, it still
took time for Kilkenny togain
momentum  after  Cork
full-forward Katrina Mackey
netted after Norris had
stopped  Sapirse
MeCarthy.

Cork led by five at that
point but, like all Kilkenmy
teams, Brian Dowling's outfit
refused togo away quietly and
they kept plugging away.

An excellent Aoife Doyle
-L-ﬁ':}rt with a shortened grip
proved to be that catalyst of
the comeback and when
Gaule hit over three on the
bounce between 4olh and
aath minutes, it was all to
play for heading into the final
15 minutes of play.

Crucially though Rilkenny
couldm't get level and five of
the fallowing six poinis came
courtesy of the Leesiders.

Amy O'Connor was i
nuisanceall 1Eternmn!‘-:|rth-|:

Kilkeany's Michasla Kenneally attempts to fend off the challenge of Cork's Meabh Cahatane during the Gien Dimpley

—

in Croke Park on Sunday PICTURES: BRYAN KEANEINPRD

Catzdefenceand she hit three
while sub Cliona Healy also
made an instant impact in
knocking over a pair of

BCOTEE,
SOLE SCORE

Another Denise Gaule free
was Kilkenny's sole score in
that spell but their challenge
found increased  oxygen
when Asha McHardy found
Katle Power who laid off a
delicious pass to Gaube
Despite being surrcunded by

red jerseys, the Windgap star
found agapand raced into the
square . and  brilliantly
finished to the met.

The big Kilkenny
attendance really got behind
the team at this stage, and
when Gaule hit over her 10th
point of the day with a minwte
topo the Cats looked like they
may foree extra-time at the
very heast,

DRAMA
That proved to be the end

of the scoring, but the drama
was only beginning as Cork
looked to be denied a certain
penalty down one end before
Katie Power then also looked
10 be fouled as Kilkenny tried
to find an equaliser.

Meither  decision  wis
given and after a sideline cut
down near the Hill 16 end of
the famous shadiim.
VWestmeath official  John
Dermody called an end to
another chaoliec encounter

Despalr for Dowling, but huge pride

m-bm.mbhmﬁ:mmmnrpewh lia

e ——

There were heartbreaking
seenes on the Croke Park
turf on Sunday afternoon as
Kilkenny relinguished their
All-Ireland senior camogie
CR0ANT.

Diespite  being on  the
backfoot for much of the last
eight clash, the Cats battled to
the end and just came up
short.

Speaking . afterwards o
dejeeted Kilkenny boss Brian
Dowling  outlined  his
disappoiniment  on the
result,

“We are heartbroken and
Lo come up here and bose by o

point s tough to take, |
thought we maybe shmﬂd.
have had a free thers at the
end to go to extra-time buot
leok that's theway it goes and
1I'm 20 prowd of the girls in the
dressing room as they died
with their boots on.

"Everytimee  I've  been
invalved that's what they do
and the crowd really got
behind us in the last few
rminutes and we drove ibon.

“The game looked like it
was dead and buried with five
minutes remaining bot we
somehow Found a way and we
kept on pushing on but we
just  couldnt get the
equaliser.

“Fair play o Cork though

Kilkenny manager Brian Dowling reacts late in the game
a5 they deserved the victory

intheend.”

A fiest hall Aoife

Prendergast goal had given
Kilkenny an carly five point
advantage but it's a lead the

Cats couldn't quite buildon.

“We were geiting chances

today while in the lutﬁh
of games we weren't ng
those chances and I said it a1
half-time to the girls that we
misted a  few handy
opportunitiesin front of goal.

It's happened all vear - I can't
really put my finger on it

Itz disappointing that we
didn’t buildonthat lead but 1o
be fairto Cork they had alot of
shotsat goal too.

“We told the girls to kesp
going ot half-time and try o
be moreclinical infront of the
postsaswe Jeft scares bishind
us in the first half and we
peed to get them when given
the opportunity.”

Themanager isnotone for
singling out  individual
ilisplays but it was hard not o
acknowledge Denise Gaule's

FIATCE.

Tt 20 prowd of the way
the girls kept fighting nn:d
.Denise Gaule epitomises this
team with the character that
she showed and | don’t know
how she got thit goal.

“She showed ngﬂ:_
composune o get a bil o
space and fight off a fiw
defenders.

“As well as all the girls,
ghe's worn that  Kilkenny
Jersey with peal pride over the
tast few years.”

The O'Loughlin Gaels man
also wanted to put on the



All-Irsland Senior Champéonship quarter-final

between the two rivals and
for the second time in three
years, iU's the Munster side
that ends Kilkenmy's temure
asthe best team in Ireland.
TEARMES AND SCORERS
Kilkaany - Deniza Gaule (110, 0-5
frees, 01 43); Anife Prendergast
{1-0}; Aoife Doyle {0-2); Julaane
Izhona (1)

Corl - Ay (MConnor {146, 0-4
freses, O-1 45; Kakring Mackey (12}
Sorcha icCartan, Cliona Healy (0-2
each); Chio Sigersen (-1, one

free). Hanrah Looney (0-1),
Kilkesemy - Aoile Morris; Chire
Phetan, Grace Waksh, Steff
Fitmerald; Tiftanie Fitzgersld,
Miamh Deely, Liwwa Murphy; Katie
Porever, Kellyann Doyle; Michaeia
Kenneally, Aoile Doyle, Julianne
IMalone; Katie Mokan, Denise Gaule,
Aot Prendergast. Subs: Michells
Toahan for Murphy 31 mins, Sopéee
UDhwyer for Nolan 46 mins, Asha
MrHardy for Prendergast 50 mins,
Jamytﬁﬂnﬂﬁrmmlﬁl

Liby Coppinger. Weabh Cahalane
Anile HEﬂ]I,. Laura Tracey, Lzzy

McCartan. Subs: Chtera Healy for
Sigerson 36 mins, Orda Gronin for
McCartan 41 mins, Ashling
Thompsan for Looney 44 ming,
Laers Hayes for O'Regan 61 mins.
Referes - John Dermody
(Westmeath}

in players’ effort

record hizapology for theway
he reacted to a couple of late
decisions as his frustration
understandably spilled over,
*I believe in those girls
time they take to the
pitch and 1 thoaght we might
get extra-time at the end and
we might have liked a bit
more stoppage time bul as
I've sabd already Cork are o
super team and Matthew
Twomey 5 a greal mEnager
who | have huge respect for .
“We probably got the lucky
breaks in the All-Ireland
Final last year but Cork got
them today and that's spart,
*Theone thing 1said tothe
g:“nn the way up was for
Lo just stay fighting for

as long as they can and
whatever happens from there
[ can't ask fior minch more.

“We might have had a free
late om bul 1 was more
disappointed ‘with  the
amount of injury time that
wias played.

“We wers pushing at that
stage and [ don't like to react
like 1 did at the end and that's
ned what 1 do = 1 want 1o
apologise for that.”

Since  Sunday’s  defeat,
Dowding has' handed in his
resignation ‘as  Kilkenny
manager a3 he brings the
curtain dovwn on a hogely
guecessful tenure where he
manoged thié team (o two
All-Teeland titles.

“Kilkenny Camogie would
like to sincerely thank Brian
and his entire backroom
team for their commitment,
dedieation, work and most of
all the professionalism that
he has brought over the past
five years,” the Co Board said.

*The time that he has put
into the panel has been
second to none and he has

always put the players

welfire Lo the fore in his |

tenure,

“He has guided this panel

players to heights that
marry could deeam of and he
will be sorely missed, We
thank him wholeheartedly
for what he has done for
Kilkenny Camogie.”
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strong Lﬁn see off Wexford
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‘niulv:dkmnﬂnt-mﬂﬁilu
& team hubﬂl%ﬁ:

nﬂnhum‘ and l:f 'thu
Leinster semi-final 'b:rfl-i
points.

This was a hard- fwahl

opened ‘the
In the  seventh

 battle from thestart.

Iglﬁm

Ririite, When At Grice

comverted a 2im free over
the bar after Laura Greene
had being tackled to the
ground. Danielle Quigley
tacked on a point for
Kilkenny after Sarak Barcoe
laid offa neat passto her.

Wextord centre-forward
Mora Higgins scored their
first polnt in the 17th minute
before  Emer Huni then
eqpualised and Donagh Dayle
put Wexford ahead with a
pointed 21m frec

Afton. Grace®  then
equaltised for Kilkenny with
a pointed &m h;nl.re:dh
Kennedy ch ihrotig
the Wexford defence and
was bripped.

Laurn © Gooens il

Kilkenny ahead again in the
28th minute with a lovely
point from play from the
45m line
mnhe:d:ln;mwﬂmhall‘

i tim
njury Hﬂﬂ&n;ih e

Laura Gmm! mwﬁhn
Gupner and G

through  the

defence, u]utllninve;n fine
pointontherun,

Emar Hunt far
w.aﬁnwm mn:m-er
upnhll.

n-n!'l’,hﬂ““'!
iy i"“"““m el
i on Lhe ruin
l.nm?:t]mu pla.rnd

lha sliotar forward  from

midfiebd to Mulhill,

[Imtht'l'biﬂﬁw

.
-

t

W

.1.

Luﬂﬁml;ﬂlhﬁpmlurﬂlmmﬁumﬁ

minutes, Wexford scored
two points through Oonagh
Doyle (onme  freed o gt
Wexford ahead by o point at
the end of normal time.

As the fourth official
raised the board slgmalling
that there was going to be
three minutes  additional
time, the Kilkenny players
didn’t panic.

Ellen 'Gunner foumd
Laura Greene with o
hondpass = and  Greene

slotted 1t over the bar 1o
equalise the game ab O-0
npise

In the Gond minwte,

From the puckout, both
setsolp tussled for thi:
sliotar in the centre of the
pitch. ©

The referee blew the
whistle for the sholar, he
threw it in betweoen players,
it broke for Kilkenny's Sarah
Bareoe who drove the sliotar
towards the Wexford goal.

A Wexford  defender
atternpled to clear it, but
Mnﬂmmehlmkedim'

Therese Donnelly was
quickest to reacl to thie
breaking balland she playei
it to I.?urn Grec%umwiillm
passed it out 1o elle
Quighey.

Quigley [ooked up and

picked out the unmarked
EI]en Gunner who drove it
stealght batween the posts,

L

ﬂ’-ﬂt '

,_16 :a-

'I'..'l' 1,I1.I.|" -

From  the  resulting
pueckout, the referee bisw
thie full-timewhistle, leaving
the full time score o100 0-0
in fevour of Kilkenny,

TEAMS AND SCORERS
Klanny - Laura Greens (0-4);
Afton Grace (0:2; frees): Elen
Gun.ner (0-2, 0-1 free}; Danislls

Wextord - Donagh Doyl (06, 0-5
freas): Emar Hunt (0-2); Nora
Haggins (0-1),

- Cliona Murphy, tamh
Leabw, Jenm Olea, Jare Cass,
Hannzh Scott (Capt), Laura
Greens, Wairead Kennedy, Dassalle
Quighey, Sarah Barcoe, Emma
Manoque, Tharese Dessily,
Carolne Kennedy, Afton Grace.
Subs: Blen Gunner for Carcling
Kennedy, Emma Mulhad for At
Graco, Sinead Farredl, Kalie Byrne,
Keara Ryan, At Dorde, Rathel

VWhelan, Kata WcCluskey, Brear
Windenna Holmes, Aa
Hannah Larkin, Rachel

i




Greater focus on physicality driving Deise

Gken emphe AR-Drelaned Sevior
Lairicps CHummpiontip soe-fral

Tipperary v Waterford

Saterday UPMC Howhin Park. 3 30pm
T L pn RTE 2
Referoe: Lis Desspsey

Paul Keane

.""

Anne Corcoran 18 hoping that
an Increased focus on physl-
eality can help Waterford
power throwugh toa frst All-
[reland senior camogle final
sinoe TS,

The Ddise are back at the
Last fair stape and will face
Tipperary on Saturday having
only contested their first
semi-final since 1950 st year.

Corcoran lined ot inattack
wihwen the neighbouring coun-
tios miet in May in a Munster
semi-{inal clash which Tipp

AL, ]
But the Division 1B league
choumplons bounced back im-

preszively with theee straight. |

velis to top their group — Se-
curing this weakend's re-
matel, Waterford are one of
the form tenms of the year
under new manager Sean
Power and Corcoran at-
teibutos some of their prog-
ress to focusing on their

NITED: Anne Corcoran of Waterford, left, and Karen Kennedy of Tipperary
at the Radisson Blu at Dublin Airport 2

sirength and conditioning. A
pwoaking of camogie rules has
allowed more contact bobween
players in recent seasons.
“We want to be playing a
very similar game to the lads,”
snid Corcoran. “We're able for
the physicality, we want to be
phiying in those strong,. hard
vmes, In Witerford, the miin
oeus this year has been an
building our physicality.
Some may say that we're a
small team bt we'd like to say

-

clifforently now this year.”
Having a player like Beth
Carton o stick over thisscores
helps too, Th centre-forward
wor & thicd All-5tar in 2022
and has maintained hor bril-

liant form this term, blasting

3-21 i the pstage alone
“Tha work she putsin b8 sec-
and to pone,” said Corcoran.
“She's always at it, every day
vou see her doing something
bo better horsell.”
waterford overcame An-

trim, Limerick, and Offaly to
b 4. three leams that
they also defeated in Division

18.of the league.
Corcormn E‘hed any talk of

being nndercooked for their
All-Ireland assault.

" ];LI_.lwe-:l Cork and Tipp
as well in the Munster Chag:
plonship so we have played
against, if you want to sy it,
the top tems,” she sabl.

=5g we don't think thera's
any issue thera, We feel ready

wearing #UnitedForEquality t-shirts at an
head of the upcoming All-treland semi-finals. Picture:

event organised by players
- Piaras O Midheachi/Sportsfile

o go, absolutely.”
reoran eould yet b part
of a Waterford group that
makes history by landing a
first ever camogle crown.
But if things had gone
slightly differently she
mightn't be playing at all
g;-; that her love i= ath-

A promising track career
was ¢k short by o foal Injury
though Waterford have clearly
benedited,

CAMOGIE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT HONOU REE

SANDIE FITZGIBBON

2>

ALL-IRELAND
SENIOR WINS

¥y

NATIONAL

LEAGUE

WINS

ALL-IRELAND
CLUB
WINS

T -

e

TIME PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

“Before 1 got the injury |
wias dolng 400m and 400m
hurdles,” said Corcopin Wi
alsn exooiled as a heptathlebe.
“odid compete for Ireiand,
twice, 1 was going for the
European s at the tme
when | injured my foat. [t was
in the national senior cham-
plonships.”

Corcoran still follows athe
fetics closely and admits ghe
had a “heavy heart™ about
having to pack it In.

“I can't train five tinies a
week on a track, I've tried to
go back but the injuries kéop
perzisting,” she explained.

“The grass and the camogie
guits me a lot better,

“But ook, I'm plaving for
Waterford, I couldn’t ask for
ANy more."

Corcoran lives In Dublin
and treks back and forth to
Waterford, Motoring expoises
are significant and she admits
“the financial barden is a lor”.

She's folly behind the
United for Equality campaign
#5 female inter-county
Elayers. supportied by the

aslic Players Association
(GPAY, push for the creation of
o players charter (0 guarantes
mindmum standands,

“1 hayen't put & figure on
how much it costs me but it's
an awial Lot of miles on the
car,” said Corcoran. “The car
necds to be serviced thres or
four times a vear. Il is guite
tough, that financial burden
bt the bove of the game ketps
you going F suppase.”



TOMORROW
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland camogle
semi-final Cork v Galway,

UPMC Nowlan Park, 5.30pm
REGARDLESS of the result of the last
three meetings between Cork and
Galway, it's a whole new ball game
tomorrow in UPMC Mowlan Park as
the rivals meet in the All-ireland sen-

ior championship semi-final.

Cork have been stung by Galway four
times in the lazt two seasons. The 2022
loague final, thefr final group game in the
2023 league where they were already
fqualified, tested players, and gave Galway
away back into a final they locked bo have
missed out on. Galway's win in Piire Uf
Ch&ﬂ;hmé! ;Llﬁnpu would not hﬁfjﬂm
enan B pirary beaten nny,
but they lost by a point.

Galway were in and they won the final,
by four points, [t was a game Cork could
have won but they wasted a host of
chances in'the second half. Corl would
Iy offer up bath league finals to beat
Galway tomerrow and reach their third
All-Ireland final in a row, Championship
is what matiers,

Chance after chance was squandered in
Athenry seven weeks after Cork’s leagna
final defeat as they lost 1-12 o 0:12 in the
opening round of this year's champlon-
ship. No score from play in the second
half, 10 second-half wides, and no goal,
after a number of chances. Galway got one
goal chanesand they took it It decided the
pame. A converaion rate of 55% was o stat
Cork's monggement were shockod with,
e s I el L Iepland

Wit Enny. i
hﬁ%thm godl chances behind them
aunal LLihnjl:dm obvious panalty they
m win. thekr conversion rate was

Improving those stats is an area Cork's
coaches have worked on considerably in
the intervening weeks and it has im-
proved, even though they had a shaky
ending to their quarter-final game with

ilkenny having five points up. They
let the Cats back in and in the closing
steges, anything can happen. But they
survived. Another game, ancther lesson
learned. Galway were the 3021 champs
and lost their crown at the somi-final
stage to Kilkenny last seazon, Cork subse-
fquently beaten by the Cats [ the fnal.

Galway's league victory came with new
faces, Niamh Kilkenny, Sarah Dervan,
Slobhéin McGrath, Orlaith McGrath,
Sarah Healy and the retired Heather Coo-
ney unavailable Cathal Murray has
doubled up as senbor and intermediate
boss in recent seasons. In 3022, the iner.
prvdiates won the Eitle, The blend is work-
ing well, Cork were without Ashling
Thompson, Katrina Mackey, and Orla
Cromnim,

Thompson, Laura Hayes, Cronin, amd
Cliona Healy were all introduced in the
Eua.rle-r-fin.ul. What a farmidahle intro-

wition they were. There s now serfous

tition for places with injuries be-
hind Cork, a clean billof haalth 15 the
ﬂunﬂ.ﬂhm levels improving all (he time
fior those returning, and players such as
Healy finding form again,

Cork are Ina poaltlon golng lntoe
the game. Tt'll be three weeks since Gal-

Cork’s Amry 0 Conmor is Mﬂiﬂi by Galway's Shauna Healy and Rachael Hanniffy

Picturs; INFHIO Tom Maher

wity plagoed thelr last competitive outing,
And that against Down, which wasn®t
suitable préparation for what Hes aheasd,
Cork's quarter-final route against Kilken-
ny has put itherm on the firont foot.

Cork's bench is sironper than Galway's
and thay have to make that count.

I don’t imagine Matthew Twomey will
Jump in and stact all four that came on
Those thae filled their vacancies have
done well and be may Keep some Key
strength in reserve. [don't expect Thoemp-
son will start. Sixty minotes in Croke
Park is foo much of an ask for a player
who % only back training a fow weeks.

Hayes will start and hold one of the de-
fensive flanks. Cliona Healy may regain a
position amd zﬂuntl}r Orlaith Cahalane is
andther attractve option,

Galway keoper Laura replaces
the experiencesd travelling Sarah Henly
and should be tested. The two MeGraths
arg back in the Galway sguad, Stebhan ad
fulldorward, Orialth in the zubs for thair
gama against Ddwm, Sarah Spollman re-
trns af centro-fosvaird. Sarah Dervan =
alao back in the starting 15.

Rolsin Black has been tremendons at
full-back since covering Dervin during
the league, so Dervan s now opecating in
thecormer. That's & big change and i5 it o
hig ask for a player now o 20T With
Cork plnying n twocplayer ingide Hne of
Mackey ani Amy O'Connor, IS going to
e sme battle with Black and Dorvan.

'Female
players
suspend
protests
as deal
reached

Eoghan Cormican

Agreement has been reachoed
by the Gaslle Players Asdoci.
ation (FPA), Camople Asseci
ation, and LGEFA to deliver a
charter for female inter-coun-
ty playars abead of the 2024
sepson, bringing toan end the
matciitay protests which have
been ongolng for the lase
number of weeks,

Although the threse parties
have agreed to deliver mini-
mum standards of plaver waol:
fare by next vear, U (ner de.
teils of the charter — what
will the milenpe rabe e sot ar,
if indeed there will be one —
have mot ¥et been drawn up,

Within the framework
agreed during separate meet-
ings by the GPA with the Ca-
moghe Association and LGEA,
respectively, a commitmeni
was given by the twoe bodles o
request Munding support foom
the GAA for the implemen:
tatian of the charter,

GAA director peneral Tom
Ryzn said at Last week's -
renching mesing that the as-
sncintbon stands ready to help
the Chmogle Azseclation nnd
LGFA. should they reach ouwt.

The Camogie Association
and LGEA alsoe agreed that
any approach to government
for funding will be under
iaken jolntly wiih the GPA,

Mews of this charter com-
mitment means a suspension
of the player protest actions
that were planned for this
wiekend's matches.

A GPA stntement hailed the
agrecment to deliver o stan-
ilardised charter a2 “a land.
mark moment in our games
and for women's sport in [re-
langl™,

“Wie thank the Caomogle As.
sectation and LGFA for their
commitment to implementing
a standardised plaver charter
for 20284, the stEtement cons
timued. *We alsa thank the
G for thelr commiiment to
support the indtative."”

amogio Associntion presl-
dent Hilda Breslin wekcamed
the “breakithrough™, saving
ileat (he body ks “committed to
working with players and
othar stakeholdors to con-
tnie to improve and expand
the player welfare supports
currently in place in a very
fair and evidencad-based
mannst.”

Hilda Brestin:

Camogie chiel
weloomed the breakihmugh.



(e Dlimghen 8- retand Seniar Camooge
Chimigasmhip Seme-Gral

Camogle |5 a closed ghop, Al
wiys has been. The ruling
atite don't fake kindly tooont-
sitders. They don't take them
i Mall =6,

The All-Ireland camogie
clamnpionship ks without 1
tigue or unknovwns, When
gun fires on the roce for the
Dty Cup each summer,
the sole questlon to be answer-
ol is which two firom the big
three of Cork, Galway, and
Kilkenny will wind sp in the
fipal. Been that way for 10
YATS NOW.

Cfifnly, Wexford, Dublin,
Tipperary, and Waterford
have all taken turns filling
that fourih seal-final spol. All
knocked on the shop deoer. All
wern Birmed oy,

The gap to the ruling elite,
although claging, has never
maciuenlly beogy choses]

Youi'd have to go back 16
years to find the lest time the
piTne’s natusel order s dis-
rupbed. Stollah Sinnofi"s We.
fard clnss of 2007 didn't =0
miuch knack on the shop door
as they kicked it down, Gal-
way hammersd by 10 poinis in
the semi-final. three-in-a-row
chasing Cork stunmed in ihe
ilecider.

Mot content with emibng the
couniy's 32-vear famine, Wexs
ford"s breakthrough women
piilled up o chair and an-
nounced that theirs would not
bir a lone September visit,
Three consccutive Mnnls wepe
repelsed amd woi bebween 310
and 2612 Tt waek anly when this
group subsequently began to

i

T

break wp that we werse eft
with wiat we had wpio this
yemr - inbeaeched big three.
The All-Iréland seml-finals
are down for decision at
DPMC Mowlan Park boday.
Only two of e big three ane
invalved. The deaw, more 2o
thiin any gap being closed, is
m!gm!:lhh*ﬁﬂ' that.
ork atd Kilkenty boing
paired ngainst one another in
the quarter-final opened (he
dear to the pessibility of o new
fnallst emerging from the
pock. When Cark were drowvn
agrinst Galway a'few hours
after dethrondng the cham-
pions, that poesibility became
a reality,

That it 15 Tipperary ancd
Waterford who stand one hour
Irnh:: being éﬁ nmlmz's n?‘.:l“

breaki aum s ondy -
ting w'm; his gone closer
to unseating the big three in
recint years than this pakr

Witerford led Gnlwaf by
five early in thi second half of
the 2019 guarter-final before
wiltlng, At Croke Park this
werkend last vear, Waterford

led Cork all theway to the 56th
mintte of their All-lreland
senil-final,

Al the sermi-Tinal siage a
year earlier, Galway couldn’t
shake off Tipperary antil Or-
lafith MeGrath scored a specy-
Iative goal on 5% minutes,

Tipperary's Caoimh

during their All-Irel;
-..1|-||;||'|ir' championship
Against Antrim earlier this
momnth,  Piouee: Evan TreaoyInpho

Cadimhe Bourke was the Tipp
‘Beeper on that becnsion, bt a
cruciate tear in recent 'l-'-'l.‘l:li:'i
means she'll not feature dur-
ing this latest bid for final ine
volvement. 20206 All- $I:ar
‘keeper Alne Slattery will 1n
stead wear the namber ong
shirt against Witerford,

S we conld gel to thict final,
it wonld be huge, = says frsi-
senson Tipperary manager
Dienis Kolly.

“Thire k= Meroe work going
o at county board level wnd at
developrment sgrad Ievel, Ti
perary camoghe |s deﬂnil£
o the rise, hnt a Mnal appoar-
ance for vour senior team,
then everione will really start

>ap to ruling elite has
never actually been clos:

ﬂlﬂ:ﬁ hgnndhkhimﬁnﬂt

at the mﬂmanl. ani n];l: B
! Hmhwm

pirls want to be

Houing
Juliganne Bourke, T‘ernsm-

Ryan, and Nicole Walsh. For
ton '“ﬁ’iﬂ was mala domi-

nnAL'l Ireland semi-final, the

would be pone mental. Tt

s ond that we aré catching

Fﬁ-r foo long, it has been
Galway, Cork, and E:IJ!{em:.r
marching behind the band on

enmogie finnl Sunday.

“Tt 1= definfely nmd that
there will be a shake-up.
Peoplecan uHshr.-H of thi same
feams being therns

rd o' lot longer ﬂmn ﬂmt
1845 their one and only ap-
pearance). lrmhmmr
elther county, and we're hop-
e Deie Sed
CoHinterpart Sean
Powier holds the same big
ture view, “It does get a bit

Adull where the sport 15 domi-

nated by a twe-horse or three-

Waterford to All-Ireland
minor amd U2 hurling glory
I 2003 and 16 respectivaly,

“You need more counties
participating at the latter end
of the champilonship and the
poientinl honoirs e
amang a larger number of
connties. That's where the
participation mumbers across
the countbes will grow.

“The numbsers playing the
game in Waterford have ex-
ElMEd the [ast couple of years,

fe've trked bo dooour Bk by ro-
tating TEEH wa m:l:i_m t=

fo £ g?mlmd.'l
chilbs in thee county.

“Gelting to an All-Treland
final would be huge for the
game in ‘Waterford and for all

those young girls playing the

gilme.

“Hopefully the break-
through comes for us on Saf-
urday. [EF 1t doesn], (€ won't
be for the leck of rylng ™

all the time. |
It's been ”M“ ﬁnuw«u.
'Wl‘lihﬂ]!

Cork relishing
Galway
challenge,

‘says Twomey
Ger McCarthy

The pressure i+ on Cork to de-
liver in this evening's Glen

Park,
sure is something the
mmnmm.:um

since mplnﬁmﬁﬂdh i'-![nr-

m{’cut is slx since Cork

Inst lowered Galway's colours

So deigpning relgaing chas

piens Kilkenny in the pre-

vious round represented a
boost,

WS rﬂiﬂl’hﬂrnlut of

elnul:rlem
sald ':l qmmr

rewarding
£ how they stuck to the
@ plan, Wa Wvare dnder
in time

] fnjary-
but held on 1o beat the All-Ire-
]I;;l_ll:i_ fhnmpiﬂni in Croke

‘Alroady no s 10 0ne
anathoer, Cork and Galway

have crossed paths th.ma
times this year. Excl game
has been il bt the Con-

nacht side via-
torious in the Ha.
l'I-'Er:uJ- and championship
g‘ﬂﬂﬂ  Dasurprisingly,
Iway are favourites to de-
feat Cork in the second half of

Saturday night's All-Treland
Camogie semi-final double-
heude

X
“It will be similar to our
guarter-final and come down
10 who imposes thelr gnme
plan botter.” Twomey com-
mented. *We haven't beaten
Galway since 2017 and they
have beaten ns three times
fhis year. That's an unbelijev-
able statistic for Cork Camo-
ﬂ;,ﬂ“" players are relishin

challenge, W have n ot
Talth in them bt Galway aren
;::aga %‘-’l’hmwﬁr way
they will match von.

SThedt have some S{ars o
look ot for bt we will con-
cantrate on surselves and try
lu%l the best ot of p1er esm;,

iry and dictate the garme

a5 mibch as we can.”

O'Rourke feels M

Donel O°Rourke is relishing
petting back on the piich with
the Covk hurders in prepara-
than for nexi season, nfter &
debul campaipgn ag eoneh
under manager Pat Ryan that
dlid mot end with qualificatben
from tha Munsier beprplt bat
offered evidence of significant
progress and hape for the M-
e,

O'Rourke earned his inber-
conty chogs In camogie and
will b & very interestod ol
soarver of today's Glen Dim-
plex All-Irglnnd sendor semi-
Mpls nt UPMEC Nowlan Paick,

The 'I"urrnn:-r1|.1|n MNA WALE
manager of thoe Waterford
fenm thnt ended & lengilhy abe
sence [rom the olite level by

rn-ui-:lhﬁt thie quarter-finsls in
014, wiven this aftermoon’s op-
ponerlE Tipperary proved tod

strong, and 2009, when they
led sithsequent :I::.:Lnnmnm.
Galway by five polnts o the
secafid lialf before wilting late

0.

Galway boss Cathal Murray
wis improssed and when he
was searching for an exira
edge for his side after losing
the 2020 AllIreland final, he

called the man known
thratighout hi=s native eommty
a& Dek: The resuli was the
DTy Cup heading woest
aRee more oltor & thivee-paint
viEtory ovier Satiarday evin-
ing’s rivals; Cork:

slmb Kitkonny 15 unavadl-
nble (o Gabway this vear but
Cr Hairke Knows thil Marmmy,
Rabbibe Lane and co will have

them primaosl.

“Cathal iz an incredible
minager. He's really talented
at what he does, himself and
Hobblie Lane, his S&C and
right-hand minn, What they've
done for Galway camogie is
phenomenal.

“[ woutld say they changed
camogie forever, the two of
them. They changed the way
cnmogie tenms proapared. To
have a full-iime S&C conch
wins inheard of.

“When Cathal took over,
thead two All-Frobnnd o thele
klstory desplie betng to so
meny fnal=-and semifnnls,
Ha's dobled thist T fve vears
{(and won three leagoes)y and
baullt feam after texm. [ Eknow

urray and Lane have changed

Miamh and a few others hnve
steppoed away but other givks
have stepped away down
through the vears and he's
bl & different tEam.

“He's very falr and that's
hi= main strength 1 think, If
vou do well in the leagie,
you ldgll“t vaiir chanee. I

‘o e dolne well on the tradn-
ng piteh, vou'll get your
ehance. He was light vears
ahead of anything in camnegio
in the way he prepared his
feus,

“When Cathal rang in Jing-
ary after they hed ozt tho
covid final. he was so disap-
pralnbed,

*“F snbd ey chanes' first; be:
catse af the tcavel, my cone-

camogie

nitction with Waterford. work

and the lads ai home as well.

Cathal twitted my arm. He

sajd, ‘If you come up, we'll be
bl for the vear”

“Thelr Burling in lhe- final
WHE S0 FRTOT twasnur
LU ce of the year."

He wonld bove to see Galwny
and Witerford make the fnal
ﬂn ﬁ- &f B hut there sould

fvided lovalties iF that

"1 tenve the blees and white
hat oh §f that happencd! Gai-
way have plenty of them
{:lg:h rfﬂ:'; LI:"IYE to s thie

u giris get aver the
I

- 1 £iire,

in Mo two o i



Amy O'Conmor, Seandun and Sorcha MoCartan, 5t Finbarr's exchange
words after last year's Senier Camogie Champicnship semi-final.
" Pictwre: Lanry Curssming

Local championships

arefast approachingas
minors get underw.

ard uming 1 e dub cham-
pronships, and ail over the coun-
1y cluba are busy pregaring for
wihat i= sura to be a vary busy
few mantha on the playing beids.
Tha draws for adult and wundar-
age champéonships wane mada
recantly. AL the time of gaing to
prass, dates had not been an-
naunced for adult of underage

adult and minor championships,
whilia this wear, lor the firsf time,

the underage champéonahlips
araapnmu-rad

Hare, vl LaKe @ ook & tha
rrediate; junker and minos cham-

Senkor
Al sonior Mvel, 17 teams will
battle B out Tor the Pumch Cup.
Thess are four groups; fve teams
intwa groups, one growp of four,
and & group with the thees divi-
gional teams,
Last year's semikfinalists lnnise-
arra, Sarghald's and 51 Finbarr's
wore seeded A werd county

Seandiin

chamiptes

Group ¥: 5t Finbaer's, Glen Rovemn, Fr
Dﬂmmwm
m‘.ﬁumw

Cozagtdun
Group 3 i, Batpzanan, Ene
G Mewoesiown.

Oeoup 4: Cartary, Sasrgon, and
- T

Intermadinie
in the intermadiate champéon-
ship thare ang 15 isams in threa
groups of fve.
Girsap 12 Blackoock, Charkrdlle, Briae
Dt ', Wity i, i MR Lan- T
mzhmm
Dicigims, B WAE o
Qedup 3 Balyhal, Nawiowrgfindnm,

Junlor &

Tan teams will battio it cuf for tha
jlanior A te.
Theaga are & b groups of fve,

Giroup 1: Sanlieids. Tracion, Cabh,
Shabh Pusa, and 51 Yinosnts

Gireasp 2 Wabow, Caaflalitra, Balinms-
iy, Batineen, v Blahopsiown.
Eﬂhnmmﬁ:mnm
e B and thiy
e It three groups of i,

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

Giroup 1; Baenros, inniseam, Wlgineer,
Aghabutksges, Catsecrartyn, il Kigor

ey
Giroup 32 Backiock, Gian Rerers, i
Renvara, Ha Fiarssigh, Bie O, and Biar-
ey

O'Sulivan Cup
Teerod clubs in threse groups ol
$ooar will inattle if oul for The Liby
O Sulivan Cup, They are second
adult teams from senics or Infer
mediate gradias clubs.
Qroup 1! Mewcsstown, S1Finbams,
hatwzgt 1. and Kidagh o

Group 2: Douglse, alygaraan innigs-
BN N, Gl Errkamng

Broup 3: 51 Cathatiow's, Clough,
Courcey Bowiit, mhd Clorakiey,

Lily Granf Cup
The Lilly Grant ¢up is for juniar
chube with sscond teams and
hira . Ballinora.,
Cobh, Rua and Tracton
will balther it it for thie tragiy,
Pramigr minor
Elaven f&ams, 1w Grouns, ona
of six snd one of five, wil battile i
out for the menor otéa,
Geoiap 1: Eire O, Balinom, Clonakiny
Bdackrogi, Aghataficoa, and Enns-

adia,

2 Cloughdus. Sarslisidy, Mis-
E'Encm.mm

Minor &

Fifteen clubs, i theee groups of
frie.
Groap 1: Gl Porrvs, « Ff
DO'hiaily, Sarsfisid's 2, and
Groap T Marwsiglian, Ladshin O,
Aockham, ,and

Cobh, and Babnooiig.
Group % Koty
ﬁmﬂfﬂ:ﬁﬂmw

m:”
tedms, fOUF QroUps
two of sk and two of frva.
Group 1: T Cathasinng’s, Cowr
iy Pareers, Eabybaa. and Ba-
Qeoup 2: Carmgaing, Trackon, Slabh
Pus, Valsey Rcrvect, B B2
Valay Castolysns,

Linda
Mellerick

THE “threes® have been relatively good ta
Corlk, winning titles fnn 1673, 1963 and 1890
Here's hnp!:f that contnues with Cork
taking on Galway this afternoon at Mow-
ian Park, throw in 5.30pm.

Yesterday, five decades of hurling and
camogie champlons were honoured L
Croke Park by the GPA. Each winning
tearmn from the {ive decades of the “threes'
from 1963 1o 2013 were invited. Cork had
threa such teams in situ, those mentianed
above with Dublin, Tipperary, and Gal-
way, 1963, 2003 and 2003 respectively and
three hurling counties frem Kilkenny (4,
Clare and Limerick.

Sandie Fitzgibbon was awarded the ca-
mogie "Lifetime Achievement Award’. 18
September, 1973 was o memorable day In

the history of Cork camogie, winning both
the senior and junbor tthes, a feat never
before achisved,

Cork™s senlors brought off a historic
fotar-Lr-a-row. amdl Cork provided
the most exciting final in years. Brilllant
striking, lighting pace, an abundance of
thrilts and & rip-roaring finish ranked this
game among the best camopgle finals ever
played. Antrim had the neutral support.

The diuels boiwesn Betly Sugruie and
Makréad MeAtamney, Pat Moloney and
Bue Cashman, Marle Costine and LIIE
Senllion, Marion Swecny and Mairea
Damond and Bosie Heanessy and Eath-
leen Keally were warth travelling to Croke
Park b0 witness, The game opered at afer-
rific pace, end to end. From the huﬁunninn
thie crowd got invelved and were E o1
the af eir spats. A boll was played
whtle & the grosmd to Chris O'Boyle at
pight forward. Shé controlled it aml ciit
through the Cork defenee 1o poal,

The ease with which she beat her
marker bronght the Cork selectors Inla
council, Strangely, the Antrim midfleld
il mot repent the supply of low ball o
their attack. Insteéad, Sue Cashman In par-

ticalar and (o a lesser extent Mairdad

Marie Costine dears the sliotar at Croke Parkin 1973.

Here's hoping
the 3s have it

Meatamney lofted high shots into the
heart of the Cork defencao,

Marie Costine, Hannah Cotter, and
Dielrdre Sutton caight ball and ball and
returned them with Interest. A goal by
Anne Phelan amnd points from Sweensy
and Marion M feft Cork ahead 1-3
to 0-3 at the interval. A palmed goal by
Lilly Scullion raised Antrim's hopes, The
sides were level with six minunies o go. A
crashing goal fram Anne Phelan and a
point from MeCarthy for Cork. A hMeit-
Ampey goal as she drove two more wide,

With seconds remaining the same
player took a sldeline, It shaved culside
the post and the final whistle blew. Marie
Costine was a (ower of strength af full-
back, hailed as the greatest full-back the
game had known. Sutton brosught off save
after save. Cally Riordan won both junior
and senfor Hiles on e same day, the first
player b0 do so. Gork &5, Antrim 3-1,
CORK 1973 D Sulan; M Costew (0], H Cotier, S
Dunne; W Wisdon: W McCanty, P Moloney, B Sugnes
& Phetan; 1A Sweanirs N Oully, R Harraasy,

Subar A Fssna, M Coleman, © Risrdan.
Trainar Cosch: M Momn

Thvis triple was achieved i 1983, Minor,
junior, and senior champlons. In {he sen.
for final Cork piled on the pressice bt
foumd Dublin keeper Yvonne Redmond in
remarkabbe form. They trailed by a podnt

Lord Mayor John Dennehy greets the Cork team on their homecoming at Kent Station in 1983,

:-1

PRI rarye o a i
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at half time, Mary O'Leary palined parity.
Cork"s strong teamwork and high resolve
l:ert themn in the picturs, '
“ive minutes bafore hall thme Cluire
Eelleher weaved pasi defenders and
alammed e Ball eyond the rench of Red-
mond, Dublin chased the gume but Ma-
rlon MeCarthy winning her ¢ighth All-
Ireland medal repelled all efforts. Cork
wion, 35 to 1-6 . iy
CCEK 1983 L MoCarihy, M Hignin, E Dinssn, '
wm.“%.ﬁﬂ&m.umﬁFw.
M O'Lsany, W Fitspatick, G Kellshe, 1 Geansy,
Buba: L Lymch, M ODriscol, A Heggina, G McC oy
TralnarCanek Tom Mot

Cyril Farrell bed Galway's challenge for
199 hononrs. Galway, contesting thels
first senbor final, god an early goal boest.
Lynn Dunlea replied with the first of her
threa goals. Sharon Glynn gave 4 (remaon-
dlous midfield display for Galuay.

Cork led 1-100t0 1-7 a5 Kathleen Costing
il a point-blank save lodeny Galway a
Bewedlor, Lo Daknben reacted to a Mocked
shot and palmed (o the nef. Cork's for-
prarils ol off some lawvaly polnts to fins
ish 3-15 to 2.8, !
CORK 1993 K Costne, I Koney, P T O'Cad

ugrm:.mu.am [ Crewsdn, L Maslariek [o):
| & Lisiry, L Duniden,  Oflishory, F OrDvisooll

Suba: I Deamand, | Okoells, L CHell, d Fian.
Trainar Concks Joo MoGralh
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O’Rourke: ‘I'd the privilege

s TODAY with Cathal Murray's Tribe, stil hurting
o coac Ing o o e S‘t ALL-RELAND SENIOR from last year's somi §os5 to Kilken-
CAMOGIE SEMI-FINALS iy, et b right 2 few wrong s = but the
Waterford v Tipperary, UPBC bapsefit of a paogh gquarter-final aif-
’ Mowlan Park, 3.30-RTE2 imgagatnst che Cats mast e Ciork
o e a e e There will be 2 now face inthe finalno  primied for bagtle, Ace anackes Amy
matter who prevails as the Kilen- O'Connor could prove the difference
my-Galway-Corkmonopoly et to e on this cocason
beoken. Tipperary haver’t made thefi- | Verdict: Cork
DARAGH O CONCHUIR nal sinee 2006 while Waterford's sole
T T . appearance in the decidor stretches
Donal (*Rourke is relishing geting back to 1945 20 ing's gol o |
back on the patch with the Cork senior give, Tipp have been the form side 5o
hurlersin preparation for next season. far this season, though, and Ciit Dev-
after a debut cumpaign as coach under ane can help edge this theis way,
Pat Kyan did not see progress from the Verdict: Tipperary Camogin ol
Munster bear pit but offered evidence LLARFLASD B, BENR-FRGALS: ork (15 Cobary 1 Wasteriad 132
of progress and hope for the future. Galway v Cork, UPMC Nowlan Park, A S AL et 1 Wi 40 Doy 0
A career coach even as hie came 530-RTE2 BT,
through the Waterford underge ranks Gabway have defeated Cork in their e o il
as a colleague of John Mullane's and last seven knockout mestings so :
played in goals at senbor level during mctivation should notbe an rseue for
Davy Fitzgerald's first stint with the Matthirw Teromey's Rebels asthey
Diise, (Y Rourke will be o very inter- sk b 56t thi recond
ested observerof inday's Glen Dimplex That will be easier said than done

All-reland seml-finals an Mol Park
hewimg cwt his teethinthe camose Gelds,

The Cappogquin man was manager
of the Waterford 1eam that ended a
lengihy sbsence from the elite level by
muaking the quarter-finals fy 2008, and
alep 2009 when they led subsequent
champions Galway by five points in
U secand half before wilting late an.

- Galway boss Cathal Murray was  thatneothergirl cando. She justworks. — heaygues)ansd built feam afertem. | know
impressed and after losing the 2020 sohard on her game. She just maxim-  Niamh ane 2 few others have
All-Ircland final, he called the man  isesand tries o improve her game the mway but otler girls have stepped away
known throughout his native county  whole time. She was an incredible play- down through the vears and he's budlta
as ‘Duck’, The result was the O'Dully  erto be around” he explains. © differentienm,
Cup heading west ontce more aftera =1 personally think that 1'd the privi- “When Casthal rang in Jameary after
victoryover thisevening's rivals. Cork.  lege of coaching two of the best they'd lost the Covid final he was 5o dis-
He is mot surprised by the progress — players who've played the gamedn the * appointed, 1 s1id nochance first because
made in Waterford that sees themone  last 10vears or more: Niamh Kilkenmvin o e travel, mveonnection with Water-
g vy from afinst Alldneland finad - Galwavand Beth Canon inWaterford I fornd work and the bads 1 home aswell
dpperance s 945 under lormer  wasvery privileged tobavecoschedin: — Cothal tiwisted monv s He saidk 1 vou
Aldbircland U-21and minor hurlmgwin: — credible camoge players buttheywere - comeupowellbeumstoppable fortheverr
ning supremo Sein Power, dhillerem class” “You could be coaching temesall vour
Miamh Rockett, Beth Carton nmd Bilkenary is unavailable 1o Galwaythis  life, and 'vebeen since lwas Hand Sat
Lesraine Bray wercimportant figures  year but O Rourke knows that Murry, Cappoquin. and [ may never huve got a
fonpryears o but the tenm inlems are. Robbie Lane and the restof ihe manage- chance o geta iam b Croke Park sgain
nationally renowned now, all winning  ment will heve them primed, Thatwas a huge draw,”
All-Stars in recent vears. “Catfuad is o increclible mansger. He's Rk wuu[dbu';n:-mm
“Theywereveryquictand rmwwhen  readly talented at what he does, Mmsell s Wiserford mada the final an
[took tvem on firstbut they got more — and Robbie Lane, his S&Cand right-  Abut there would be no divided lovalties
confident and ns they gol more con-  hand man. What they've done for Gal- if that transpires.
IJ:IJI.L':ﬂ;I!u'Ir leadership skills siared  way camogie is phenomenal. T woubd “Fill hrvae thee Blue ausd white hat anif
CARRELE sy they Cankgie frever, happe ’
r".:-'.;lp-ln_'.'-l.'r.ﬂ"Hl:uurk:d reckons Car two nl'?hﬂn.‘hr:]hﬁﬂ:, o m uw“%ﬂﬁ Eﬁgﬁ:
ton is os pood & there is. “When Cathal took over, theyd two ford girls get aver the line and win the
Bethisdilferenr What Bethchooses  Al-lrelandsin their history despite being  Alklreland.
vl boday, o ether g would do. But 10 0 iy fimals and semi-fials, He's " thimg's for sure, we'ne i forivwo
theniomorrow, that makes her dostufl  doulles that in five yers Gnd won e cracking games”

E-I:.lﬂha.ll Cormican

Althovigh neither slde know it
af the time, the dynamibc of the
Cork-Galwav relationship
tilted west on ihe Saturdny

of the 2019 All-Treland
camopgie semi-final. Four
years on and Cork have still

a:ulnmtire.m:ld then got an-
ather score.

not managed to wrestle back Ei{rhihi.p_ Galway and Cork Caszes in point are this and  the county fo 2021 All-Irsland *I was like, we are okay, we
the balance of power. ave met seven times over the  last year’s league finals. The  glory at Cork's expense. are going to come back, and
That 2019 seml-final at the  past four seasons. Within that  westerners were six behind =W wera always we are golng to win, And we

Gaelic Grounds was a physi-  there was an All-Ireland final  early in the second half of the  around semi-final stages, did.”
cal, unflinching contest. The  (2021) and two league finals 2022 decider before overturn-  struggling mﬂ to the final. Cork turned a corner with
vary contest Galway had not {2022 and "23). ing the deficit. As for the final  Hecame in and the that their gquarter-final victory
Butit didn’t matter whether  of three months ago, they were he in around the over I‘Iih‘lmyaﬁlmﬂnhtm

beon able to win against Cork
o alinost m decads.

Galway ended Cork's thiree-
in-a-vow bid, It was the fiest
time since 2010 that the Tribe-
swomen had edpsd o knockout
m:mlnnsh!p e betweoen the

r:
And they've not Lot ane
simce, Galway's once infertor.
Ity complex mgainst the
Rame’s most consistent miling
force long dissipabed,

Betwean league and cham-

it was the opening day of
spring or the l::lnclujnga
noon of summer, the result
was alwayz the same. All
seven mestings ended in Gal-
WY Yictory.

Thirow in the 2010 resuli and
that"s an 80 winning sireak.
It's got to the stage where
Golwey are baating Cork in
key games having motoped
}:euuur amoathly nor force-

illy.

haunted to ba o two in ar-
riears it the ook,

The leading chinracter in
thiz changed Cork-Galway re-
Intbmmhdkgait Cathal Muoreay,
He took the Galway reins rﬂﬁ
way through the 2018 cam-

Murrny rose standards

[-E“I balief,

"He has brought Galway ca-
e way further than I ever
wasg,” saild full-back Sarah
Dervan after she captained

likes of Robbie Lane (S&C)
who has done a massive
amoumnt of work with us, hava
brought us 5o far,”

Behind Dervan for only the
county’s fourth All-Ireland
Wis Saﬁha mlﬂi"' The 1
I'E'EBIJ'FP 8 0 8o 11
Gﬂmmmh’-gﬂ'nmd?;reeht-
hind ‘on 459 minutes to win by
L,

“We believe in our camp
that we are & great team. [

1t was the first time in two
vears that they'd boaten an-
other member of camogie's
mthm in a Enockont fix-

Tomorrow's semi-final
against Murray's women
prosents the opportunity to
tarn another corner and
rewrite the terms of this
relationship. 2018 is too long
agoe for their lact vichory over
thi: maroon,




WATERFORD recovered frn.uﬁu?‘
mumm 65 NArTOW

prabah victors of & pul-
satin -Ireland senior camogie
e (] lﬁ?ﬂil;epﬂiﬂr mhﬁ
& gap i appear-
ance in a decider.

Beth Carton earned the playerof-
the-match honours but she had sig-

miffcant rivals for that honour from
the sensational Vikki Faulkmer in
defence and also in the supreme

artistry of Lorraine Bray.
Carton did h in with eight
points, half of which came from

play, but perhaps the most signifi-
Bution was that
of Mairéad Power, playing far
<Joser to the opposition posts than
she is sccustomaed 1o Larrying
oul her marking duties on Tipper-
ary playmaker and jmnl—t:uptam
Faren Kennedy brilliantly.

What's more. Power's 25th minute
e Dhine: rosurgenes After Telin

5 ria
seven points behind. e

It was cnly when Kennedy was
pushed forward lare on that that
the ed Thurles Sarsfields player

d impose herself In any way.

The firgt half was a ificant
affair playved in the rain [Eams
Serve rﬂ a feast however and
Waterford probably went in the
‘ﬁaplmta: at the interval, despite

trailing by 1=7 to 16,

They had scored a goal and three
paints on the :sﬁjn after [alling
seven behind with 20 minubes gone
while I‘.ﬁ:pmg’r'l‘:pp to just two

inted f than a half-
our after Cdit Devane's 20th
J]'IEI]I.:II!:

had the better of the
ﬁﬁ;nges with Canunheaﬁﬂher

and Grace ('Brien pointing. Ab
Flynn Waterford off the ma
in the fifth minute but Tipia
breaking the lines too easily and
should have had more returns than
¢hey did.

Eimenr McGrath slotted four

ainkts from fréees and Bdaisin

ard was having o big impact,

tmd.mg Denis Eelly's crew o edge

Hmwm'dmeu pounced on a defen-
S ror ot s i Dievane, tha
yer and a AN, W
Egait:ada powerfil shot high to the

far corner of the fet,
I: was 1-7 to 0-3 but a couple of
'F play: [rom Lorcaine Bray
helped reignite Waterford.
The first was m most sublime and
compased jab-lift from the tarf by

|lr -‘-h....'

BUBBLY: Cork oot Hyweir lizz back

WINNING
FEELING:
Walerford

S e

Waterford survive
an early Tipp blitz

Déise through to first senior camogie final since 1945

Bray into the Power’s hand and the
defender rippled the net from close
CAngee.

Soon after, Bray came {rom
aowhere to make & block around
her own 45 before picking up the
Ioase shiotar and gliding 5 metres
across the turf wiath it on her hurd,
before providing the inch-perfect

hand to Carton who made no
mis to split the posts.
-Eanr:ru finished the half with four

s ~and Annie Fitzgerald was
o cause alot of trouble,
rees and also finding the

ﬁ.&t&rl‘nrd had two wides at the
smﬂn!‘ﬂms-ecmdhnlf including o
hiforward free from Carton

I:ult i h Tipp stretched the lead
to two twice froes, they were
getting no change leom the Déiss
defence, in which Faulkner main-
taingd her tremendous form this

SEAZO.

Carton d more Hme
at full-forward that tactic paid
dividends, a=z she threw over n
brace of polnis.

When pgoalkeeper Brianna

FRegan lofted over a feea from
her own 65, Waterford were thres

up.

%‘he Premier continoed to hattle
and polnts from Kennedy and
Devane (free) made [t unbearably
rense, with Mairéad O'Brien
throwing her body in front of a
poalbound penalty shot in between
those soores, not long lil'l:!l:‘ bEing
reintroduced after a fve-minute
treatment period for a bioed
wound.

It was heroic, as was the hi‘ﬁ'l-'tt‘]-'
that earned h«:r theé injury, and

truth, az important as any padl or
point It was hearthreaking for Tip-
perary, who fought valiantly, but it
wits Waterford's day.

WOLTEAFOAD: N O Pgges, W Faulkne:, L Fompat, K
Liyeom, O by, O Carvall U4 Limoars 5], K Corpes
By, & Figr, 1 Piadsh S Cleiin S 00 Hurwors 23+ 5, W
O Erign oA Corogewn 51 -2 @ Caion, i Bray; B P
M Pt A Ftkpicaid

B i @ Hak; Al Penwer' 700 A Flpres 0.2
A Fepopraid. B O/Fisgand) - Sach
TIPFERRAY: & Sahery, E Loupvman U Evpaon, K
Fegrrcty, M [Mar G McCargy 77, J Berstod, A WS
T Fryan. C Haewnaersy (0 Qoo 0. F Mowaad, Cademihe
hiared, [ Rhieai PO Teiary 80 ¢ . 0 O Dren, O D
o, T MicEniym
BODRERS: C Dawara 1adphdth. I MoCorat DRI 10
Heviel. - e 1 OB, © Fesmey &1 sacrn]
REFEALE: Loy Darmnpnery TRy

m;;urgent Cork win shootout with the Westerners

CORK ended a rum of elght
consceutve losses sgninst Galway,
including three this year alone, to

victorious in a flercely

CIMErge
fought All-Ireland senjor camogie
semi-fimal ot Mowlon Park
This was a gume that was less
clemental than the first scmi-final,
cagier, with a little mare testiness
belween
“mmmm
8

mm#ﬂlrﬂmﬂﬁmnﬁhﬂﬂ
whoreas Mottha
introduce Linira Hayes, Cliona
Healy, Orla Cronin, Ashling
Thampaon and Oclaith Cabalane of
his bench, Cathal
shorn of the talents of N
Kilkenny, Serah Dervan, Sornh

yers who know easch

w Twomey coukd

has haen

oo
F;i
By Daragh O Conchilir

]!ﬂﬁuﬂnﬂmﬂmnﬁd

r Cooney to moame just fve,

The westemers, wha got the better
the Very Leage Division 1 fint],
L} L el L
haiiled all the way to the line,
Anifle Donohue driving them
Forvard and Riksin Black
presence m-.lm-lw.hutﬂm'-rwu
mal be denied,

Litsly Laggdngtrurduﬂlda]
player of i tch Sookbrse

Division 1 (Em

il resute

AMeCarthy had huge second halves
and with the subs having a big
invalvement, the Cork viclory was
merited

It was 0-6 o 1-2 st half-time of this
arm wresile, Mackey slotting two
points and O°Connor three on ber
way toa tally of seven.

8 MeGrath buried the (est
of her two nﬂhlu the 17th mimate
hmt'-u'l.'l,-.:‘. Ganlwoy I towch.

the toams level
Iml Teall- I;lmau Hayes ol
O'Connor pushed Cork ol ear, while
Healy nlso hit the lirst of her two
points from e bench as Matthew
Twomey's crew mavesd four clear.

Rack came Galway with
MeGrath's second goal, aler Lee
Fakled to p;n'l.‘rh.-r.hltl.}wl'_‘-urk

respanse was notable, Healy bofted
her second and when hcCarthy
poinbed u[nri-n-ll_.ﬂ?l‘m a tight
angle after taking the return from a
guelckly-taken sideline, it el
sipniflcant,

with 0°Connor bringing her tally
1o zeven and Orlaith Caholane
making it & fourth palnt {rom subs
for Cork, they would not be stopped.

F

Ky 1 G “’“"'E.’L;‘?S’w:’ n 5"3‘%‘“
i ; 8 i
. & Miccarn {1 Crursin 403, . Mhichan: A3 Corre
SOOREAS: A GMlonner: -1k 1 851 K Wiy, G ey
&0 pari L Fapm O Canalnew. G ey, 3 BoCs
ﬂmhﬂ'm T ity P Bt O By
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Cork's Saoirse MeCarthy hits the ball past Carvie Delan of Galway.

Picture: INPEOTom Maher

McCarthy and Manley
on what it meant for
Cork to beat Galway

CORK have an All-Treland
final to loak forwacd 16
aginst Waterford on Sunday,
Autgmist & after seeing all riv
Galway ol Mowlan park.

Player of the match Seoirse
seCarthy was thrilled to he
hemding back to Croke Park,
where they beat Killenny this
month in the gquarter-Tinl.

=\We all came out together
today and fought peally hard
vl we'pe 5o delighited o come
voutt whth the win” said the
Coureey Rovers star after Use
ftetels' first win over Galway
in eight amempls,

*Wa haven't beaten them
since 2017 and we knew that
coming into i, [t's our feoarth
time meeting this year and
thoy were triumphant in the
first three. Soe, we Knew we
had 40 pact np a big Mght teday
aned Wi e ot the right side
of ik.™

Cork didn’t panic when Gal-
way got thelr second goal,
siyieering out A 0-16 to 2-6 suc-
pess lo Sel np a meeting with
Waterforil.

“1 think on other dayvs wi
did panic. We knew they waee
capable of getting thobe goanls,
bk e game isn L over ‘'t its
over and you saw our reliel
and delight when the final
whistle did blow.®

They hit four of the next (ive
points after that goal showesd
thie confidence nnd belief they
pOESTES, “lh-ﬁnimlf. and you
have to look at those who
seapred them, the girls comin
off the bench, 20 I'm delighte
for them.

“When vou look at the subs
wa hrought bn, those players
wopld be starting on any otler
temm. To have that coming
omta the pitch and thera's an-
other fen girls there that coubd

# Linda Mellerick

jusi as easily have come on S0
ihe competition for places 1s &
i thing. To win an All-lre-

and you have o beat every:

one 5o 1o beat Kilkenny and
Galway, you need 10 do that.”

Selector Ger Manley was
thrilled to et the result over
the Tribe,

“ A look since e been in-
volved with Cork this year
Galway have beaten us three
times in elose games. We pot a
very good rin in the secentd
T ld wohsere we went up four or
five points and they came
back, | suppose a ball broke
for the poal and we eame back
up and [ think Orlaith Cahal-
ane got a great point.

“We played vory well In the
second half, [ thought our
subs made o huge difference,
Zome of the girls that came a6
did extremely well, there’s
fieree campetition for pliaces,
Matthew Twomey to glve him
hiz credit has strengthened
the squad 5o much this year.

“Launra Hayves, Alsling
Thompson, they wers very un-
foriunate when they got in-
jured. 1 think we deserved it
today; we were better than
Galway 1 thought., Our work-
rate by the forwards was ox-
ceptional,”™

They hurled with a “next
ball’ eventality.

“it"s all about winning pos-
spasion, Anvomnse will tell vou,
the next ball §s vital. We won
Amy’'s noet two puckouts and
we worked It well 1o get the
soopes. | thought we deserved
it I know it was tight, we gave
fans and curselves heart at-
tneks, but, in all falrness, we
deserved the win,™

yCoaches Wesley 0'Brien, Liam Cronin and Ger Manley celebrate after

the final whistle,

Picture: INPHO/Ben Brady
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Belief for Hannah Looney as Cork beat Galway for the first time this season.

® Eamonn Murphy

IN A county like Cork, with 28 senior titles
placing them at the head of the camogie
raodl of honour, & semi-final win shoukin't
mean as much as it did on Satu I

Yat when the final whistle seunded the
Rebels cither ped to thelr knees in -
Hefnr ran tow the sideline to embrace
their teammates and managemsnt. Gal-
way vanquished, after Kilkenny were
pushed aside in the quarter-final, sends
Cork Into a clash with the Déjse next
month.

One more blg performance will see the
O Dndfy Cup back on Leeskde onoe mord,
The noutrals will be behind Waterford,
into thelr sacond-ever senior All-Ireland
after a T8-vear gap.

Howover, Cork are a Leam o a mission,
having shipped a series of blows ih fscent
vears, gunning to regain the big prize for
the first time sinee 2018, Before the sliotai
was pucked at rain-soaked Nowlan Park,
Cork had the snarling demeanour of a side
that simply weren't going to be beaten.

Uinderdogs ngainst the leagoe clam-
pions who had already defoated them
three tinses this season and elght times in
a row, Matthew Twomey's side hurled
with purpose from the throw-in, Katrina
Mackey was razor sharp, lancing over a
pair of terrific first-half paints from play,
whibe Laura Treacy excelled in her sweep-
ing number six role and Sacirse
MeCarthy's pace and skill provided the
fben] condilt

Meabh Cahalane hoovered up breaks
and tackled brilliantly and further ap
Hamnah Losney thundered npfield o
break the line dme and again in the sc-
and half,

It was about the collective though.
While Galway felt referee Ray Eelly didnt
do them any favours, Cork hunted in

Picvare: TRPHOTem Mabe

Cork supporters look on at UPMC Nowlan Park on Saturday. Picture: Plaras & Midheach/Sportsiiie

packs. They earned frees by running T
and creating space around Mackey and
Amy O'Connor. -

Cork conceded a goal in cither half at
stapes when they were in control. Yet on
bath occasions, they reset and continued
to work ferociously in the middle third
battheground. That spoke volumes about
the steel and self-belief in the group but
also the harsh lessons they learned when
the Tribe outscored them in the secomnd
half of recent ERCINNTETS,

Cork's bench press, 2o telling agains
Kilkenny, was decisive here as well, Orka
Cronin and Ashling Thompson were
available after graelling injuries, el ex-
perience and confidence telling. Cronin
earned a free Amy O'Connor popped over
at o ke stage and Thompson, Warmning ip
throughout the second half, was event-
pally introduced for the last quarter and
made every possession count, Hard as
nails in winning the sliotar but oool as a

breeze in her distribution.

Cliona Healy was the most influential of
the subs though, scoring 0-2 and getting
fouled for another two scores, bul Laura
Haves also hurled the world of ball from
wing-baick. Ortadih Cahalane, fresh ot of
minor, and pursuing & dual mandate
alongside Looney, Acife Healy and Libvby
Coppinger, sleed over a lovely score n
the closing sfages.

Twomey and his selectors will have
some big calls 1o make for the final be-
cause a strong start will be crucial in the
final to ensure Waterford, who beat the
Rebels in the Munster Championship,
don't build up a head of steam, Their i
porters created A raioous almosplene
thelr semi-final comeback ngainst Tipp
and thev'll outnumber Cotk in the final

The management deserve huge croedit
for getting Cork on track when it matbers
modl. We can trust them to get it sight for
the All-Treland.



Rebels
coming

right
A m

Miwan Bark

When the final whistle
sounded in UPMC Nowlan
Park an Saturday, Cork camo-
gl and management
celebrated this notable sac.
cess like no other. They had
finally overpowered their
bagey team Galway — some-
thing they had Eviled todo for
quite some time,

There is m -D-'I‘.'Im'nr Cup for
a semi-fimal . However
and significantly, the Rebels
put themselves in a position
where they now have a chance
to claim All-Ireland silver-
Wi,

Matthew Twomey's sguad
didn"t have the best of starts to
the year. Elsewhere on this
page, he references how they
were “unfairly written off”™ in
somie guarters after they en-
dured a run of injuries.

That they turned the tide
around deserves s¢ much
credit. Boosted, no doubt, with
the return to action of a
number of Koy personnel —
ane-by-one Cliona Healy,
Laura Haves. Orla Cronin,
Ashling Thompson, and Or-
laith Cahalane entered the

good at F%.

time

Libbty Coppinger is another
consiant standout performer

tight
Lminssnmn:.r Ighﬁm;s

l:lnl'anﬂm.' savs they dida't
dwell on it
“You can't focus on it too

=

F

Cork's firepower — os-
pecially aronnd the middis
third where Saoirse MoCarthy
wxcelbed — will see them hack
in Croke Fark on Sunday

much becanse if vou're nsing
thizt to drig it o' e no good.
We'ne fust Tooking to go ont
every day and be the best tedin 5
v can possibly be. e FET sl = A M

“We n games this o7y ,' § ¥ 2 e’
year where things just didn't = 2 iy ol *"‘"" il
o right, and weve taken the
learnings from them. They selves into'the ground teday  faces in the country helped  up possession, Jept ber sbde in
sometimes say you learn more  and the people that came on whum Cork edged the first it
firom & loss. had @ few ina didtheabsolutesame thing, 20 lalf, 0-6 10 12, In reality, the Connrehi side
row there, but thankfully it was an absolute team and tain Amyﬂ-&nmm*anﬂ were making mo inroads and
we're coming good at the right  panel effore.” Krll:r]gm Mackey were the tar-  wete not helped by their
e, T Such was Cork's overall su-  goets up fronk. strong defensive set-up which

"The biggest message at  perfority in firontof 7,257 spec. Stobtian MceGrath's goal for - meant they were shorn of
half time iz we have to work. tators, thede three-point win-  Galway misde ie 1-1 ¢o 05 after  bodics in attaek. Granted, Ray
wet have to win the dirty balls  ning margin feels unnecess-  the first quarter. Her second  Kelly didn’t do them (oo many
because Galway are alwav:  arily slim. The weather failed  goal, coming midway through  favours elther, with a few
rea todothat Ithink ¢ ¢ ball, but operating on the second half after 'keepor  strange decisions as another
OUr forwa worked l.'hEm- oneof the best stadiums sur-  Amy Lee was forced o cough  struggle unfolded,

Twomey: Bench bounce a key difference for Cork now

Reaction

u There are planty of leadaers on this Cork
sanier camogia team. Bol the calibra of
subs Manhes was able o intro-

reniailed. “Wa knew wa wouldn't got GO
minutes out of the subs. We are nappy wih
what wa are doing. Theve are alsn
who have put in a massive shiftand hiven't

gatany run. They would probably be on a

lol of other (eams. We can't e any mjor
glory for having a bench. It s bacacse

hmﬂﬂnﬁnsm‘ﬁhmﬂwbuﬁﬂn
EHbsmny, we are afer beating Gahkay, YW
hasa nothing fo show for il will have 10

%:h odl Ehe tirme. | is & big
hﬁ;lmvﬂ aware of . Bul the playeds ang
unbalievable, they are incredibla, They

week where they will look to
put another losing record -
hind them.

This will ko o historic day
'l.ﬂmn Coark and Witerfond face
ERE.

The Déise are going after a
first title, Cork are seeking n
Tirst sinoe ML,

1t will be inperesting (o soe
what champes, il any. Twomey
will make for this unigue
showdow.

Scorers for Cora & O'Connod (37, 5
T 1:;“' Huuh;::;ﬁgc Haaky ’"f
wachy wan MoGanty,

Hayes and O Catulang 10-1 aachi

ﬁwhﬂmﬂmﬂhl?ﬂl.ﬁ
Dk (101, 103 Troes). A Dxinchue (023
DORE: A L U Mywphy, L Coppinge:, P
Mackey; M Cabhalana. L Treacy, |

poeashag Allrdand semi-final win over Gal- mwmmwpmm naver say die,” Oftagan; A Hesly, H Looesy: G Gigor.
% back. But we are after creating & bench.  The big stage awaits on Sunday week in son, F &M : 5 bcCar-
Mackey twins Katring and Pamela,  which we've nat had o a Croke Park agamnst meightrours Waterord kan, K idachey, A O'Connor [Capl)

Laura Treacy. Hannah Loonsy. Aﬁnrldluppu{nﬂng di]l:hlm.— whao take their place in the decidar for the 3“&%**%“?’-2!
memﬁmmm plonship, and a league final defeal o Gal-  first ime since 1945, and only for the sec- oo 5 1 WP eiimel. @ G

o fow of thode marguis RAMES that werd  way, questions wine asked of Cark and fime gver I O'Fingan {49}, O Cahatans for F Koab
sladesd in from the sian Then, 1o ba abils to wiroba U o affer wa gat I:-uulln *Walerford beat us already in tha ing {53
biring in Chona Ladira Hayes, tha league final Endwcﬁ“hMu Munsber Champlonship and we sinsgghed GALWAY: F Ayan: E-H-ulr ptapg, A
Thoempson, Orla Granfn, and Ordaith.  Walerlard in the Munsser génar them Last yodr in tho semiSnal. So thit mﬂw Helelin
Gahalane had a huge effect in sucha close  thirk they wrote us off untairly, Thﬂm will keep us levelheaded. e b e e
game. A definite boast mgrammngr:gmummwmu 'Fuipm-r»mmmmuarmgumngm e ke e 4 RnnENy:

“Was thore a termplation to starl them?  second-half. Even when Galway gat the  Tipperary. | thought Tipp might have had Subs: S Rabitdtie for § McPeak (33, O
Mo, We had faith in the W 15, Two- mmndqnul mam:.m:rmmpnmd Tha m:mdihtm RcGearh bor 5 Garciner (0], J Hughas

'ﬂhnhmlit fBrm a an fer 5 Factine (80
in d Thanese O'Callagh
Hahanes: Fay Fally (Riders).

Camogie AlHreland Senior Championship semi-finals

Waterford end 78-year wait to reach All-ireland senior

Carton does her
talking on pitch
with eight-point
contribution In
slender victory

Beth Carton faid she was
speechlizs but thankfully, she
wiasn't peally. Anyway, she had
done her talking on the plich
vlth an I-point contribu-
tion as ‘Warerford ended a
T8-year wail o reach the Glen
Dimplex  All-lreland senior

camogie fenal with a 1-12 o =11
win over Tippearary on Sabar-

She was panticularly tickled
thoughthat itwas Mairead Pow-
er seofed the goal thar tumned
the tiein the 25th minute, com-
i e minuces after Cait Dev-
ane’s major had put Tipperary
SEVER oS clear, Power is adie-
fender by trade but had beende-
ployed further forward 1o
haunt Karen KEennedy wheres-
er she ventured, Uniil Kennedy
was pushed forward kate on, it
wiorked a treat,

Had she ever seen Power
scare s goal before?
*1 certainly haven'sl” said a

beaming Carton. “1 weuldn's
gay she remembers hersell to
be honest. We were get

to her all week about her play-
kg i thee forwards bug Malread
can play anywhere. Phenome-
nal athlete and player. She can
dior aumvything she wants tobe lvon-

est,”

Power was oneof 2 slew ol in-
spirational performers inwhite
and blue, Vikki Faulkner, Lor-
raine Bray, Orla Hickey and
Magreacd O Brien just fowr oth-
ers that come 1o mind, Carton is
e key 1o the team thongh and
her two points i the second
hnlf g0 bring, ber tally from play
to fowr, after Tipp had gone twi

clear wwice carly alter the re-
glart, were critieal

“I'm still speechless a bit.
Hard to put into words what
that means (o that group in
there and also o Warerford |
suppose. We don't get many
days out as Waterford support-
ors 5o hapeflully now, two
weeks' time, we can give peopls
agood day aut,

“The support & what geis
yau overtheling at the end. You
could see the last 10 minutes
wm,*tlx' longest ever. Youneed

. The erowd our there
mtd:llﬁt-:thulbuﬂp}mmnm-
nal.

=“People let us do whit we

needed tododuring the week as
well, whichwasa big thing. Just
to have that support there
neceds eversthing 1o chat group
imside.

Phenomenal
“Thaey hammeered us in the Kun-
ster [semi-final]. We could casi-
Iy hiave put the hesds down afl-
ter that but we knew what the
group could da. Girls had jobs
thcre, jobs that impacted their
game bt but they did it, oo
problem, no questions asked,
Vikki Faulkner, Mairead Power
were phenonenal thene today,
Lorrxine Bray.

“Ir"s just a grovp effort wnd

whien you've confidence in the
persen l.lll:hll'lliﬂ)'ﬂl.l anything
can happen and thar's what hap-
pened oday.”

Warerford will meet Cork in
the dechder after they over-
came a pever-sayidic Galway
peam 15 fo 2-6. Some huge
performances from the likes of
Saoirse McCanhy, Libby Cop-
pinger and Hannnh Leoney, as
well as fowr points and @ mem-
ber of major contributions off
the Boneh, meant that the Fe
bebe would secure a first tri-
umph over thelr rivals after
eiphit consccutlve losses, three
ol which came this yearalone.

The teislon was evident, as



Imprompiu or otherwise,
semi-final celehratory eam
]Jhutﬂﬁr.a.phﬂ just aren’t the
domne thing.

Flashbalbs are for the final.
seami-finals, on the ather
hand, are for surviving. Mo-
thing: T

saturday, thoigh, wasn't $o
much a seml-final as it was &
once-in-a-carcer hreak-
ihrough opportunicy.

Mobody has banged harder
on the door of camogie’s
elosed shop in recent years
than Tipperary and Water-
fiordl,

With the game's big three
dhowanring ome e on the
other side of the draw, Tipper-
ary and Waterford would
never again get a better
chance to reach the big time,

And when referee Liz
Dempsey pulled the curtaln
doam enrly ki the ffth minute
of second-half injury-time, 1t
was Waterford who hnd veon
thie title of enmogie’s break-
thirouph wormie

Only the county’s siecpl
eyver All-Trelamd final appear-
ance secured, Thelr firsi slnce
thie defeai fo Anteim in 1945, A
TEvear gap veashed away in
the July rain. They should
ave foliowed v photo will s
Iz of hoimour,

A very healthy crowd of
= agg attended Saturday’s
zeml-final double-haader.
Waterford's following was
romfortably the largest of the
four, The two maing stands
erupted in white at the final
whikstli,

Before Waterford players
danced up into the stands (o
eibrace family and friends,
they embraced one another,
Lorrnine Bray jumped into
ilie arms of Beth Carton, Mo
fwo players hagd done more fo
get the Délse across the
threshold. Nobody ferried
more posgession than Bray.

FINAL-BOUND: The Waterford squad
UPMC Howlan Park on Saturday.

celebrates after their Glen Dimplex mmmmmﬁmfnﬁwa

Erady/inpha

‘We don't get into many AlHreland finals in Waterford'

Reaction

" Wateriord thmwn
ﬂﬂﬂnﬂdﬂlﬂﬁmﬂmﬁﬂ-
i WwOITIaEN

These hreakihrough Wale

mﬂmmmm.mwm:ﬂ

their gndeavours on Saturday

forward theny have

“and it |5 somathing we are
cy Is a big pan of wi ae
. about. Wi wart to lsave it in @ better place. Ity
Thuipmhaiismnmmﬂ'nﬂimt-
ant we get this right, nationally and in

E

o da
Wi Are

is the

:'.I-lﬂ'FﬂiﬂEv-Bl'Bﬂ.

one, Its tha Hil-
wa've the cagabil-

by of daing it Will we do it7 | don't know.
We're gairdg to try 16 do it but we've 1o do.a

uufmmwmﬂ-ﬂw.‘
Vvégtariord, We are doing Soma good stuff Fmrmmmmm
afarmoon  on th Warbericind front,” was mibeed N Among of regrat. Mo
Thary havie 1 16 do spme scors from play Datwean téth and 5

he
more good stuff on Sunday ek whan
county's

minAe was always going to leave tham up

tickeedt this hwo bawns Powar wants theem 1o thary Tace Cork in the first All-lre-  against L

i lanvd final appearancs in 78 ysars “Thary dhad with their boots on, but il was

“This group of players; they are on - Cork 1841 past them at (he death i last b losa by o pomt,” said Kalty.
eradibie bunch of role modets. The children year's semifinal, while it was Waterord _ "We're devasiated at the minute bo-
ol Watericed ook up to them and | couldn’t wha were viciorous at Pairc Ul Chaoimh cause wa had our sights set on Croke Park.
ba of tham,” said Powar. mmmnhhwwnnhn It's net for us 50 a1 beast wa have

“Wa'va been around the camps in_ ship sadier this SUMMET. fhe Munster cup and Rve gy o

the county e last couple of weeks and “Wo don't get Inte many Al-raland nals Mhhrr-i.rm.mwm peog-
mwammmmmmmhmuﬂ- i W, i @y codo, 50 W ang going TS5, but still, on 10day's parformance,
forant tlubs, The young girls kove seaing mmitmmmﬂmh ihesa's mote we can do.”
Thoss playars. N net step, In terms of climbing Eaghan Cormican

pobody linked the Hay better, har ane, Two of her four here “Camogic has risensomuch  were getting gloser and closer.
In the 29th minute, the wepe frees, one of which she  within Waterford that anyone  But we did so well. Girds gave

tmin charged down a Barin
Rlair point attempt on her
aven d5-matre line, earrled the
gliotar to the opposing 45-
metre line, handpassed to Car-
ton, and she split the posts.
Of the five second-half
paints Waterford hit between
the 40t amd 57th minute to
from two behind to three in
front, Beth acceunted for all

won hersell

There was no holding the
champlonship's topscarer.
There was no holding back the
pmotkon af Tulk-time.

“it iz so amazing to have
done it with the group and
manageiment we have. It is an
unbelievable feeling.” Water-
ford hall-back Keeley Corhett
Barry began.

you met kgt wek, they were
saying to you, ‘best of luck
pow on Saturday’, whereas
five or six years ago, that
wasn't the case and there
wasn't that pwareness,
“Camogie 15 really pushing
on within the county. It was

ahealutely nmazing to see the
51 wa had here today.
p lnzt few minutes, Tipg

it thelr all. They were dying
ot on that pitch. They are
such a credit.”

Tipp's late charge, whire
they whittled a three-point
deficit down to the minimum,
was the first bit of hurling
they hiv done since the open-

ing ;
m:lﬂ af o Calt Devane

goal moved them 1-7 to 0-3

8-year gap

clear om 19 mmlmules, Ty wers
then 144 o -2 i K
enERing 58 minutes, A 10-point
SWITHE-

had hammered Water-
ford 4-11 to 1-8 in thelr
Munster semi-final meeting in
May. At seven ahoad on 19
minutes, they had the foun-
datlon lakd for another com-
fortabie

win.

They will rue their secrnd-
half disappearing act. They
will rue not pushing defender
Karen Kennedy further for-
ward earlier than they did.
They will rue Kennedy's
blocked goal chance on 59
minutes and the subsequent
‘45 gent wide by Elmeat
Mcis

rath.

They'll ruminate long and
hard over a fifth semi-final de-
fi=nt in SiX ¥ears,

For Waterford, thelr ra-
sponse 1o Tipp's early charge
made the cesult all the

swnoler.

Maipead Power's goal on 24
minates helped bring them
back within one at the break.
Upon the restart, they
swamped the Tipp attack with
bodies, while thelr clinical
link play meant they utilised
the space further forward to
allow Carton-and her suppor-

ﬁl'lﬁg:ﬂtﬂldw.
=W knew we had done so0

much work this year to build
on last vear,” Corbett Barry
continued. “It was sicRening
coming away from last vear's
gami-final against Cork. We
were ahead with theee min-
utes to go and we left it behind
us. We didn’t want that to

{oday,

From bossed to haoyant,
From outsiders to camogie’s
breakthrough bunch. Cork
and a likely record final crowd
AWay.

Sesaers lor ‘Wabsriord: B Certon (D-5,
-4 e el Prosres {1-08 & Flyrn (02
‘::“ﬂ-w 101 e}, & FEngersid -1

Formead. K ;
Cotbots Basry; & Flynn. L Biay, M
UWHEW..RM'HMH
Rocket!, &

Buba: C Grifin ko Walsh [£0; A Cosoe-
van for ' Bréens [52-55 emporayl. A
Laectars Aoy Cammoli [52); A Kifmin for

mﬁ'ﬁh‘hm
N *E At
Evision, 1 Eannedy; T Fyan,.J m A

Sulbs: ﬂ scCarthy for Blair (38); &
Hennasey CHI; M Treacy for B




CAMOGIE

Galway

I front of a crowd of 7,250 In UPMC, Cork
and Waterford advanced to the Glen
MH All-Iraland senior championship

Waterford won a highly entertaining

opening game ﬁ the minimum against

i an elec g atmosphers. Cork

and Galway's game was more tactical e

tween two sides that knaw each other (n-

side out, ench trying do find that amall
margin by which to eapitalize,

Bty (e, Whine taciica wars
Rsals g WY, W WeTe
questionable, in the game.

Two goal chances for Galway In the
opening half, Their first came off the
crossbar, thelr second Mndshed by Siob-
hin MeGrath, Allish O'Reilly was trounbl-
ing the Cork defence, but Macve Murphy
got to grips with her as the half wore on.

A stop-start apening hall with a bot of
frees, seven in the first nine minutes by a
fussy Ray Kelly. _

Roizin Black took up Katrina Mackey,
Shauna Healy on Amy OFConnar and she
was booked on the stroke of halftime for a
second off-the-hall drag, attempting to
block O Connor’s Funs.

Cork started brightly, three palnts to
thi goad, from throe frees, .l\m"l:l’l:&nnnr
{2} and Chloe Sigerson providing. Carrie
Dkolan got Galway's first score from ;

Soven minubes in O Feilly split the Cor
defence, her shot ricocheted off the cross-
bar with Cork eventually winning a free
ol

When Cork spread the play fast inte
their inside line, they were dangerous,
O'Connor and H:umga hdll:::“w llgilﬂﬂs lm
from opein play o ghve i four-po
advantage. But an outfield ball that fiell

kindly for Aoife Danohue delivered to
meGrath caught Cork as she finished
neatly on 16 minukes,

Amy 0'Conmor and Saairse McCarthy after beating Galway.

Galway were working the ball ot of de-
fence, but Cork's quick Backieacking had
them cutnumbered up front, Allish O'Re-
illy Esalated, and Galway were finding it
hard to make much headwny. Mackey

ted, again after a fast delivery, Domo-
h:;hl'ﬂﬂh'iui to lesve it 0-6 1o 1-2 ina tight

Cork went with the same semi-final
starting 15, holding key players who re-
furned injury, Cliona Healy
Chloe Sigerson on T5H minntes ag Cork
tried to inject more pace up front.

Cork's Pn?ul_:gg into I:rl:ll.'];.l‘l}ﬁ led WE?EI;
noghue's leve point at the start o
second half. Cork needed to get the ballin
fast. The unmarked Laura F ; Cork's
half-time subatitute, received a Laurh
Treacy pass and struck a great point.
FConnor pointed o free, Cork twio .

Galway wore playing plus two at the
back and while they won p their
distribution was poor, ng Treacy whao
gwept well and either popped passes to

Hayes or sprend the play,

k looked in the ascendancy, they
were thie bedter team, leading 0-11 60 14 on
46 but an .ﬁ.rg Lee error gave Galway a
Hifeline as MeGeath stuck it home for the
s time,

Excellont points by Healy and Sacirse
MeCarthy was a beilliant responss. With

MeCarthy having a storming second hall

Cork through
to the decider

and Treacy and Masve Cahalane dominat-
ing, Cork brought in the fa'-':lirs. Orla
Cronin, Aisling Thompson and Oriaith
Cahatane all making an impact.

Carrle Dolan, kept quiet in general
play, hit their third point fvom a free bat 2-
dfirom play in an All-Ireland semi-final
won't gee you get there. Galway persisted
in not pushing numbsers up even when a
goal behind with seven minutes remain-
i

ng.

Cork were In total control at the back,
They are through to their thivd All-Ine.
Tand final in & row in what will be an his-
torie final as Waterford head to their sec-
o ever, thair first in T3 years.
m?cﬁ;mu—? m;llﬁ-l &5), g
McCariny, O Cahalans 0-1 dach X
m: £ MieGrth 30, G Dolan 01 [0-371, A Donoks
2,

[ g, 7 MG

S L

garsan. F eatieg,. H Looney: A OrGormer, K Mackey, 5
WG artan

Seltric C Haaly for Sapersen (25, L Your Ml Wiy
1), O Cronin tor WMoCarten (6], A Thompson o
Moegan (41, 0 Cahalere lor F Kasting (&)

CLALWAY: F Ayar: 5 Hosky A Black. A Mannilty; &

Kaans, E Holobert. § Higoi: & , & Gardine,

& Dol 9 Speliman, W Hanndy: A S Mo,

M WicPaaios, 5 Hughsss for Rabbée (61}

Suba; 5 Rabbite lor MoPeake (331, O Morath for §

Charcirier (500, J Hhaghsrs for Rabletti 81

Aarlares: Pay Haty (Hddane)

0’Connor

points way

todecider for Rebels

GALWAY 2-b

DARAGH O CONCHUIR
UPMC NOWLAN PARK

Cork ended & run of eight con-
secutive losses against Galway,
inchuding three this year alone,
Lo kg Vicloriows n a flenoey
fought Glen Dimplex All-Ireland
sendor camogke semi-final at UPAMC
Nowlan Parlk

Thee Bickseds held the upgser hand for
it O proceedings but they fouand
iteafficult tozhake ol thelr doughty
opponemnts With Waterford {m tse
opposite cormer for a derby final,
Corkwill look toendl ancther losing
reoord, having falben short inthe last
four national deciders stretching
besck to the 2021 All-lreland.

Cork could find their go-to pla-
ers more easily ilan Galway, and
wihereas Matthew Twoaney could
mtroxdee Lavrn Hayes, Clioma Healy
Orla Cronin, Ashling Thampeon
and Orlaith Cabalane off his beneh,
Cathal Murray has been shormn of
the talenis of Blamh Kilkenmy, Sas
rah Dervan, Sarah Healy, Catriona
Carmican and Heather Cooney to
name just five this vear,

The westerners, whogot the bet-
ter of the duel between the coumiies
in the Very League Division 1 finsal,
battded al the way to the line, with
Aotle Donohoe driving them for-
ward amnd Bddsin Back a resoluie
presence in defenoe, bui Cork would
et be dlenied.

Lty Coppinger and oificial plver
of the mateh Sacirse MoCarthy Tead
bigre second halves and with the
suls having a big imvolvement, the

| Cork victory was meriisl

Etwwas O-610 12 at hald-thme i this
arm wrestle, Katrina Mackey slot-

| ting two paints and Amy O'Connoe
i threeon herway to a tally of seven

Sinlilidn MeGrath burded the firs
of her twao Galway goals [ the 17th
mimute owever, thanks toa real bit
of magic by Donodiee 1o somelow
Fet o pass off to Rachel Hanniffy,
whodn tum supplied the Sarsiiclds
finnisher who drove low bevond the
adhvancing Amy Loe.

Donedue broaght the teams bevel
bt hadi~time suly Haves and O'Con-
nor pushed Cork clear, while Healy
ik hit the first of her two points
fromm the bench as Matthier Twom-
ey’ erew mioved four clear

Back came Gabaag with MeGris

¢ sevond goal, after Lee fuiled togath-

&, bt wiith so misch experiemes and
talent to call upon, as well s v
reseTvoirs of grit, the Cork response
Wik notabie

Healy bofted her sooomd and whien
MeCarthy: who had poeered ints
the fray in the second half, pointed
glorionsly from & theht angle, after
Lakiinyg thee refurm firom a quickl-taden
siddeline and making ground up the
left before cutting in, felt significont.

Winh O'Conmor bringing her tally
loscven and Oraith Cahalane mak-
i it a foairth point from subs for
Cork, D wonskld not be poggaed hack.
Seorars - Corle A (Mlonmor -5, LASER
Pebntiopy C Malhy 02 machy L e, DGl

& Sigerson{ ik 5 McCorthy 0:1 cach Cabwemys
Dhodan =3Ik 5 AAeCrnth 208 A& Deeeibass -2,

O0’Brienputsbody on
line asDéise end wait

WATERFORD -2
TIPPERARY :

DARAGH O CONCHUIR
UPKREC HOWLAN PARK

Waterford ermenged narmow victors
of & pulsating Glen Dimplex All-Ire-
[and senior carmvogie semi-final at
UPMCNerwlan Park, reaching their
first final since 1545

Carton sarned the player-
oif-the-match hamours with eight
points; bot perhaps the most sig-
nificant sverall comtribation was
that aof MnkrEwd Power, carrying out
Iver marking duties on Tipperany
playmaker and joint-captain Ki-
ren Kennedy brillianty:.

What's mone, Power's 25th-min-
utie goad wascritical in kick-starting
ithe Défse pesurgence after flling
geven points behind,

It was only when Kennedy was
pushed forwsard late on that the
gifted ‘Thurles Sarsfields player
eold impose herself in any wa,
which is a testament to how well
Poowier carried out her task,

Waterfond probably went in the

happiest o the interval, despite
trailing by 1=7 1o 146, Tiph gool
coming courtesy of Ciit Devane
i the 20th minute.

Tipp stretched the lead to two
points twice from frees at thestan
of the half, but they wene getting
mo change from the Diise defence,
imwhiceh Vilkkki Faulkmer was out-
standing.

Carton began to spend maore
tirre at full-forveard and that taetic
patid dhividhends, xs the De Lo Snlbe
gharpslwoter threw over a brace of
points cdharing & resurgence,

When goalleeper Brinnna ORegan
boifted ower a free fromn her own G5,
Wiaterford were three up.

The Fremier continued o bat-
tle and poinis from Bennedy and
Devane {froe) made it unbearably
tense. In between those scores, Wa-
terford’s Mairéad O'Brien had 1o
throw her body in front of a goal-
hotrrsd shot not long after being
reintroduced after a five-minute
treatmieng periced fora blocd wound
in a herobe play that ensured it was
VWaterfond's day.

Seartri - Waterfondk B Carton (-6 id:
bk Proweer 10 A Py 02 & Fibrgesald, B

D (1) -] ousch, Tiespswmry: C Deveana 12
(021 E McGeatf 05 (540 R Howrd, © haher,

0 OBy I ey (-1 sach,



Resilient Rebels beat their
bogey team, but know there
is still a big job still to do

0-15
2-b

CORK
GALWAY

DARAGH O CONCHUIR
REFORTS

LIBBY Copgpinger hailed Cork’s
work-rate after the Rebels
booked their place in the Glen
Dimplex All-lreland senior
camaghe final,

Cork ended a run of eight
consecutive losses agninst Gal-
way, including three this year
alone, to emerge victorious in
a Fiercely-fought semi-final at
UPMC Nowlan Park.

In front of a strong overall
attendance for the televised
double header of 7,257 — Wa-
terford’s win over Tipperary
was first up - the Rebels held
the upper hand for most of pro-
ceedings but they found it diffi-
cult 1o shake off their doughty
Uppenenis

‘The biggest message at
half-time is we have o work,
we have 1o win the dirty balls
because Galway are always re-
ally strong to do that,' said St
Colum's dual star Coppinger,
a8 Cork led by a singbe poine,
O-6o 1-2,

"I think our forwards worked
themselves into the ground to-
dhary amed the people that came
o did the absolute same thing
&0 it was an absolute team and
panel effort.

0ur bench) is incredi-
ble, Coppinger ndded of - g5
the introduction of Lag-
ra Hayes, Clionn Healy,
Orla Cronin, Ashling
Thompson and Orlaith
Cahalane,

“We're marking them
in pradning and voucan't
get around them but
there’s a real mens
tality there at the
minute, we'ne nearly
finishing as strong
as we're starting
and thats ¢x-
actly what you

Laura Treacy
tackles
Alish

O'Reilly.

need.”

With Waterford in the op-
pasite cormner for o unigue der-
by final pairing, Cork will be
leoking to ¢od another losing
record, having fallen short in
the last four national deciders
stretching back o the 2021
All-Trelamd,

This semidinal was a game
that was less elemental than
the first semi-final, capgier, with
a little miore testiness between
players who know each other
wiell

Cark eould find their go-ta
players more easily than Gal-
way, and whereas Cork boss
Manthew Twomey could in-
troduce Hayes, Healy, Cronin,
Thompson and Cahalane off
his bench, Galway manager Ca-
thal Murray has been shomn of
the talents of Niamh Kilkenny,
Sarah Dervan, Sarah Healy, Ca-
itriona Cormican and Heather
Cooney to name just five this
YCar.

The westerners, who got the
better of the dusl between the
counties inthe Division 1 league
fincal, battbed all the way to the
line, with Aotlfe Donchee driv-
img them forward and Réisin
Blick a resolute présence in
defence, but Cork would not
be denbed.

Litiby Coppinger and official
player of the match Sacirse Me-
Carthy had huge second halves
and with the subs having a big
involvement, the Cork
; viELory was merited,

*There has just been dayvs
where we're nearly oeer the line
and they come back so unril
that final whistle went we wer-
en't going 1o be comfortable or
let us think bevond that, said
Coppinger of her immediate
emotions at the final whistle.
S0 it was just the next job, the
mext jolb.

That's what great teams da,

“Thebiggest message at
half-time iswe have to
work’ - Libby Coppinger

They never go away. They're
there behind you the whole
rime. We're so delighted. It
hasn't sunk in yet but semi-fi-
mals are there to be won o
thankfully we got over the line.

You can't focus on (the loss-
eg) oo much because if you're
using that to drive it you're no

good. We're just looking to go
out every day and be the best
team we can possibly be.

"W had a few games this year
whiere things just didn't go right
and we've taken the leamnings
from them every time. They
sometimes say you learn more
from a boss, We had a few in a
row there but thankfully we're
coming good at the right time.”

It was 0-6 to 1-2 at half-time
of this arm wrestle, Mackey
slotting two points and OYCon-
nar three on her way to a tally
of seven.

Siobhan MceGrath buried the
first of her two geals inthe 17th
minute however, thanks 1o a
real bit of magic by Donchuee
o somehow get a pass off to
Rachel Hannifly, who in twrm
supplied the Sarsfields finisher
wha drove low beyond the ad-
vancing Amy Lee.

Donohue brought the teams
level but half-time sub Hayes
and O'Connor pushed Cork
clear, while Healy aleo hit the
first of her two points from the
bench as Matthew Twomey's

~crew-moved four clear.

Matthew Twomay after thegame. [Fhoto: Torm MaherNPHO)

recehves ahug from

Twomey wary of Deise challenge

BY DARAGH O CONCHUIR

WE hanve 1o go again — that was
the defiant message from Cork
boes Matthew Twomey after
his veam booked their place in
the Glen Dimplex All-lreland
senlor camogle championship
decider,

After dethroning champions
Kilkenny in the quarter-final,
Cork beat their bogey team Gal-
wary in thee semni-final 1o sct upa
shosvdoivm with Munster rivals
VWarerford, whoe ended a 72-
vear wait to reach the All-Ire-

lamd semior final.

Cork's three-point win over
Caabway means the Rebels have
reached o fifth straight mation-
al final and & third All-Trelund
sentor camogle championship
decider.,

Some huge performances
from the likes of Saoirse Mc-
Carthy, Libby Coppinger and
Hannah Looney, as well as
four points and a number of
major contributions off the
bench, meant that the Rebels
secured m first trivmph over
their rivals after eight con-

Kilkenny, we are after
beating Galway. We
have

toshow
forit. We willhave togo
again’

secutive losses, three of which
came this vear alone,

‘Peaple wrote us off after we
got bear in the leagoe final and
we gt beaten by Warerford in

the Munster championship. 1
think they wrote us off unfairly,
Matthew Twomey sakl.

They are after showing great
heart aut there, especially the
second hall, Even when Galway
got the second goal, we stayed
composed. The sign of & great

team,

*We needed it badly, They've
been a bogey team of ours. Ca-
thel Miuerray has dome an nered-
ible job with them but they've
been a bogey veam for vs for
vears and 1o get a winis 4 mas-
sive redief.



Back came Galway with
MeGrath's second goal, after
Lee failed to gather, bur with so
much experience and talent to
call upon, as well as vast reser-
woirs of grit. the Cork response
was nitable. % gl

Healy lofted her second and
when MoCarthy, who ad pow-
ered into the fray in the second

half, pointed gloriously from

a tight angle, after 1aking the
return from a quickly-taken
sideline and making ground up
the beft before cutting in. felt

significant.

With 0'Connor bringing her
tally to seven and Orlaith Ca-
halane making it 2 fourth peint
from subs for Cork, they would
not be back. Onmwards
and upwards for the Rebels.

SECETS

Corl A O'Connor 0-7 (S1.145k

K Mackey. C Healy 0-2 cachiL
Hayes, O Cahalane, C Sigersan {f). 5
ki Carthy 0-Teach
Galway: C Dolan0-4 (315
MeGrath 2-0:4 Donolue 0-2,
Coek: A Lee, MMurphy, L
Coppinger, P Mackey, M Cahatare.

Ermima Helebert.

JENNIFER'S HEARTEREAK

DESPITE hitting the back of the net,

camagie

Cork worman (39) Is joint captain of
- Armagh, where she now lives, and
they were hoping bo go one batier
than last season when they lost the L
. All-retand final Unforfunately, the - -
Orchacd County fell at the semi-final Jennifer Curry.
hisrdie last weekend, iosng 0-22 (o

2-15 aganst Clare. Eight-time Camogie All-Stal Jennifer, who also

won four senior AB-irelands with Cork, scored anearty goal but
there was disappaintment by the end s Clare advanced 1o set up

clash with Tipperary.
L Treacy, | ORtegan, A Hedty H Gabway:F Ryan. S Hioaly, R Black,
Looney, C Sigerson, F Keating, S D' Higging, R Hanrify, E Helebert,
ol ant by, S e Cortan, W Machay, & Keane, A Donoihue, 5 Gaeiner,
A DNConnor, S Spelmam, C Dok, NHmny,
Subs: € Healy for Sigerson 25, McPeaske, S MoGrath, A O Rolly.

L Hayes for Mur pity (ht], O Cronin
fior bhcCartan {200, A Thefrgson
Toe O Regan (49]. O Cahalne for
Keating (52},

Sube: 5 Rabbitte for MoPeakn (33),
{0 oG for Gandiner (5011
Hughaes far Rabbitbe [51).

Refaree: ol (Kidane).

as focus now on All-Ireland final

‘But nothing is won. We are
after beating Kilkenny, we are
after beating Galway. We have
mothing te show for it We will
have to go again, There is pres-
sure all the time, It is a big job,
1 am well aware of it. But the
players are unbelievable, they
Eium:diblt.'[‘hermm
“Waterford beat us already

in the Munster championship .

amd we strugzgled aver them last
year in the semi-final so that
will keep us level-headed. . we
start from scratch again now,”

Warerford's one-point win,

112 ta 1-11, over Tipperary was |

envugh for the Dése o book
their place in the sendor final,
and they only need to go back
to May for their last win aguinst
Cork =a 1-18 10-1-15 loss in the
Munster championship was
aleo 3 flrst competitive defeat
1o Warterford since their ascen-
Siom 10 senkor ranks in 2015,
Cork will take ptenty of con-
fidence from their lase two
wins, and also by the strength
of their beneh - Laura Hayes,
Cliona Healy, Orla Cranin,

Ashling Thompson and Orlaith
Cahalane were all brought on,
Matthew Twomey explained
that e was happy 1o keep his
bomb squad in reserve,

“We knew we wouldn't get 60
minutes out of them, he said.
“We are happy with what we are
doing. There are players also
wihts have put in a massive shift
and haven't got any run. They
would probably be on a lot of
other teams. We can't take any
majmgmfurluvmnheuch.
It is because players were in-
jured and they were coming

back. But we are after creating
a bench, which we never had for
a long time.”

Meanwhile, Galway boss Ca-
thal Murray admitted that Cork
were the better team in this
latest clash.

‘Cork area super team, We've
probably had the upper hand on
them the last few years. That

was alwiys going 1o 5
Thary've been coming and
had super players off the ben

as well in the last ten minutes

when they needed them so best

ol luck to them, he sakd.

Signs look good
but Rebels must
finish the job

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

WILL it be third time ucky for
Cork in the All-Ireland senior
camogie final? Let's hope so.

Having lost in 2021 and "22,
the Rebels are back in their
third All-Ireland final in a row,
andl they have done it the hard
way. They have now beaten the
two other counties in the so-
called *big three’, taking out
champions Kilkenny and bogey
team Galway, however as man-
ager Matthew Twomey painted
out, nothing is won yet.

In last weekend's semd-final

| Gahwvay only managed to level

procesdings once in the game
and never led, Doegpate the win-
ning margin being “only’ three
points, 0-15 (o 2-6, Cork were
full value for the victory.

The signs were good on Sat-
urday. Look at Cork's shooting
accuracy. Cork boss Twomiey
stressed in last week's South-
ern Star that Cork needed a 60
10 70 percent conversion rate
Al A MiNIE TR compete at
the highest level. They man-
aged T8 percent-against Gal-
way, converting 15 shots out of
19, and hitting only one wide.
Mine out of 11 shots taken in
the second hall alone were con-
verted, Twomey pointed out
that Cork's highest conversion
Fate was 75 porcent agaknst
Down and Clare in the group
stage. They have just topped
thar against a Galway team that
regularly competes for All-lre-
land titles. The weather wasn't
great either, making this stat
even more impressive,

—

The furnaver count was high
as well. Cork won 41 compared
10 Galway's 36, Laurn Tracey,
Libby Coppinger and the ev-
er-reliable Sagirse MeCarthy
plased our af their skins in that
aspect. Galway only scored five
seores from play in G0 minutes.
This was largely down to the
pressure put on by the Cork
backs as Carrie Dolan and Siob-
Tean MeGrath didn't get enough
supply of the ball. Galway only
managed a 53 ORIV
sion rate too. The Cork defence
deserves massive crsdit,

Courcey Rovers star McCa-
rihy was exceptional and has
really announced hersedi to the
camogie world in recent sea-
sons. Her determination for
the cawse was epitomised with
a clip shared on social media,
where she burst out of defence
before being fouled. She still
managed to puck the slistar
alter thar though, whibe on ler
kmvees. She led Trom the way
throughout, hence why she
wis given player-of-the-match
award. The point she got in
the 52nd minute also shiowed
great leadership. Even at this
stage, you would imagine she is
ashvoe-in for an All-Star.
performance bevels from
the Cork team has improved as
the season has pone on. They
just have 1o make sure to get
Beating the other two big sides
was a great feat but itwill be une
done if they succumb to defeat
to the Deise. A 28th All-Ireland
title, and a first since 2008, is
one winaway farthe Rebels.

The



ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE SEMI-FINAL

WATERFORD

TIPPERARY

THOMAS KEANE

waterford produced a bril-
liant performance af a wel
Mowlan Park on  Saturcdiy
afternoon last to ook a place
in an All-Treland final for the
first time since 1955,

Tisp scorer Beth - Carton

brought home another play-
er-of-the-match award, but in
truth any mumber of Water-
ford players could well have
_collected the accolade.
- The De La Salic player
seored eight points. four of
which were fram placed bialls,
but egually impréssive were
players like Vikki Faulkner
whao was ouistanding
throughout in defence, Lor
raine Bray in the middle of
the field and Maircad O Brien
inattack.

Tipperary tore Waterford
apart early with their fast
running game but they found
scores from play hard to come
e, relying heavily on (recs,

Waterford however mewver
gave up, even thoogh ey
tralled by seven paints at one
stage in the first half. The
decision to move Orla Hickey
to help out the backs worked
the woracle a5 ‘Waterford
clawed their way back inte
the game,

Munster Champeons - Tip-
perary tad a great start with
Canimhe Maher opening the
scoring after just two minutes
and they extended their lead
when Grace OFBrien pointed
hast seconds later,

Abby Flynn soored ‘Water-
ford’s frst point on fowr
inimites which was followed
by an exchange of scores
from Kiisin Howard and Beth
Carton. Howards point on
five minutes was Tipperary's
last point (rom open  play
unthl Karen Kennedy pointed
an 37 minutes.

Eimear MotGrath pait
another [ree  over on 11
minutes for Tipperary and
just moments later Chdagh
Mclntyre looked as i she
wis godng to sirlke for the
games” [lrst goal, but Brianna
0’ Regtan, one of the best goal-
keepers in the coantry, did
wedl b keep the effort out

Another pointed free by
Eirvear MeGrath followesd by
a Calt Devane score put Tip-
pecary 0-8 1o 0-2 in front at
the mid-way polnt of the first
‘half, Beth Carton pulled a
jroint back for Waterford but
her effart was Loon wiped out
?y anothér Eimear McGrath
T,

WATERFORD: ALL-IRELAND FINALISTS

Tipperary soored the games’
first goal on 20 minutes, The
Waterford backs failed o
clear @ ball properly, Riisin
Howard picked up the loose
ball and Ciit Devane, from
close range, gave Rrianna
O'Began o chance with a
bullet of a st

Waterford . noiched up
the next crocial score five
minutes alter Devane's goal,

Beth Carton was jud 13
have dropped her hurley by
referee Liz Dempsey who had
an excellent game through-
dat. Bimear Loughman took
the resulting free about 25
metres  from  the  Tipper-
ary goal, dropping it on the
Waterford < 65 metre line
where Niamh Rockett hroke
the ball,

Beth Carton picked the
breaking ball and played it
tor Miamh Rockett who in
furn picked out Mairead
O°Arien. She attempled o
shoot over the Tipperary
crosshar but failed to get the
required height, the rebyodand
fell 1o Rachel Walsh but ber
elfort was Dblocked. Annie
Fltzgerald's pebouwnd was also
blocked nnmd awhile Eachel
Walsh may nod hane piclked
the hall as cleanly as she
wioldl have liked, she did fnd
Malread Power who fired (o
the net to move Waterfond (o
within four of Tipperary.

Annie Fitzgerald Followed
up with a polnt and when
Bieth Carton landed a brace
of scores, there was only one
polnt between the teans, (1-7
ol 6l

Waterford  made all  the
carly running in the second

Contlnued on Page 45

Waterferd captaln Lomalne Bray leads her biam out af Mewlan Park,

Waterford"s Malread 0'Bries tries to Balt the run of Tipperary's (asey Heamessy.



ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE SEMI-FINAL

Continoed from Fage 45
half but failed to add to their
half time talky. ]
Elmear Melrath painted
from 3 free for the flrst store
of the second hall to extend
Tipperary’s lead bat her score
was wiped oot with an Aldwy
Flynn effort from play. :
Cait Devane putoveranother
close fa - (ree before Beth
Carton sent over a superb
score from 3 tight angbe to
keep just one betwesn the
sides.

Beth  Carton . levelled
matters on 42 minutes, and
when she edged Waterford
in front for the first time in
the game four minates Lter,
the huge Waterford support
ingice the pround wers in full
voice, pucking every ball with
the players from the stands.

BErianna 0'Regan. who must
be in line for a ficst All-Star
thils year, came out [rom her
own goal to take a free in the
middle of the feld with fouar
minutes remaining and she
had plenty of height amd accu-
racy and took the applasse of
the Waterford support as she
wenk hack to her goal.

Waterford Ffailed to score
after thi®, but it did npot
matter.  Karen  Keanedy
pointed  with  two
remaining for her side’s first
point from play since the fifth
minute af the game,

Tipperary = piled on the
pressove bat the water-tight
Waterford defence held firm.
Mairead 0Brien did bl
liantly to deflect a Karen
Kennedy effort out for a
‘45, Cait Devane missed the

Famtaiic block by Waberlond™s Vikk| Facline: oa Tipperary's Calt Devane.

resulting puck as the stadium
announcer declared  there
would be four added minutes.

= Gl Devane put over a (ree

with 0 seconds remain-
ing to reduce the deficit to 3
gingle point, Moments later
Lorraine Bray sent a sideline
cut wide of the Tipperary
peosts bt Liz Dempsey's full-
tim whistle sounded shortly
afterwards as the Waterford
management, benach,  sup-
porters and players on the
pitch erupted in a3 frenzy of
Jjoy and celebration. The long
wait was over, Waterford are
back in an All-Ireland senior

Fantastic block by Watertord's VIKK] Fastiner on Tippesary's Calt Devane,

final for the ffrst time in 78
YEArs.

WOEmSeRr: Erama Ofegar Vil
Faufkner, Lacke homest, Kate Lk s
Hachay, (hocdagth Carmoll, Keedy Corbed? Baimy;
Koty Fynn, Eathel Waltls Maread (FBnen,
Bt Cartoe, Lomeens Eray; Maisead v,
Hiamh Bocketl, Annie Fimgerid

Binod Sub), hotte Landers lor (odagh Camod
(58}, P i o (e il BT

SonEns: Belh Cartan {0-6, 48% Hanad
Power (00 Abby. Fynn - (0-%; - Aanie
Fitzpezald, Brianng (&mgand) (0-1) each

Wberiond's Vikkd Faglkner gets away trom Tipperary's Calt Devane.
PROTOS: WOEL BROWH



Cork's Acibshinm O'Heill breaks from Kilkenny's Angela Carroll in the
2021 Tesco All-ireland U16 A Camogie Champlanship final at Birr,

et's

hope the
J16s can bring home

second title of 2023

TODAY
All-Ireland UIEA Final:
Cork v Galway, Nowlan
Park. Kilkenny, 4.30pm.

IT HAS bewn an amaging joar-
ney for the Cork U163 ns thoy
got out on thelr last lnp today
in Mowlan Fark and an All-
Iredand eamogle final meceding
with Galway.

Who would have imagined
when they lost out to Limerice
in the Munster final back in
April Ehat fhelr jourmnes wiould
ik them to all the way o the
All-Iredand final?

Cork are bidding for thiee
in & mow of tthes and with no
champlomship plased ko 2020
due to Covid, Cork conbd very
woll be now godng for Mive ina

Having also talen the thile

+in 2008 when thoey breached i
16 year gnp, Cork have since
driven on and it has a very
productive fow vears for the
cotnty at underage kevel with
the great work poing in at club
and county lovels,

It is paying huge dividands
and with £everal minor titles
also aclbeved, the production
line iz moving along nicely
with pliyers progressing
through to the adult teams
continously.

Having lost out in the proy.
incial final the Cork manage-

ment, umlor the leadership of

maniger John Moleney, pat
the heads down and worked
hard to have thelr charges
right for champlonship.

They did that in stvle as
they topped the groap with
victories over Limerick, Wox-
ford, Kilkenny amd Galway be-
fore losing out in their last
game to & Tipperary side, who

"Cork Fiona Twehig in action
against Kilkenny in the 2021
Tesco All-reland U16 A Camagle

jthampiorship final at Birr.
Pictures: Mary Browns

a I'nhqr Mewman

ook the second semi-final
spot where they came up
againgt Galway whilst Cork
teal on Wexford.

A superh display saw Cork
avercame the challenge of
Wexford on @ 3-12 to 0-6 scopde-
line in o game they contralled
from the thinew ji.

in their semi-final clash
with Tip ry, poals helpad
win the day for Galway as they
fashloned out a 4-8 0o 05 vics

ory.

Cork and Galwny have al-
rendy mit in the groip series
when Cork travelled to Dug.
pan Park and pecopded & com-
fortable 2-18 to 0-11 win bt
this = anAll-fredand final, the
stakes are higher and no
doubt manaper Joehnny Kane
will have his charges fired ap
for thi challenge alwad,

Up front, they have had im-
presaive performances from

Mary Br m&ﬂnm Emma
Barreti, Iﬂat wless and

Cara O'Brien.

In their semi-finnl outing it
was Tipporary who started
ihe hrightest bat after a shaky
slar, Galway began Lo (ind
their range with four palnts
without reply to lesd by the
onid of tha first quarter and it
wins gy leadd they held to tha fall
time whistle with goals from
Emma Barrett, Mary Brigit

amd subatitnbe Katie
Fiaherty ensuring thelr place
in the finn] was secured.

Galway manager Johnny
Kane In his post semi-final in-
terview with Galway Bay FM
acknowledged the challenge
from Cork will be huge fa-
wvourites but with a stron
panel and playvers roturn EI'
from injury he expects the
whm o be & closer ofi that in

hedr previous mecting.

have been Impressive
in their march to the final,

Adi Mulkerring was the star
of the show against Wexford
as she took the Wexford de-
fence apart, notching wp and
improssive 3-2, whilst Rachad
Murphy. Laura Walsh, Mpoehh
O'Brien and Catherine
Murphy have all impressed.

Ava MeAuliffe and Aoife
Cotirel] have boen a hard
working duo and they will en-
surd 2 steady supply to the
Cork inside Hne,

The minor All-Iraland tithe
15 =nfiely on Leweside, lot's hope
thie UGS cin bring the second
e off ML safoly o,

.[ %

= T _
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THE Cork senior camoghe team have
beaten the fwo teams that have denfed
thirm titles in e last two seasons, Gal-

way, and Kilkenny. Surely, they won't
leave [t behind them now, but Waterford
will be a slippery banana and I'm sure
they're more avwmne of that.

What an incredible crowd in Nowlan
Park for both semi-finals last wedkend.

I don't ever necall such an atmosphere,
the chanting of supporters getting behind
their Eearms,

Waterford supporters led the wﬁe
weremeﬂhﬂp! ;mr They held the ma-
jority and ir taam to victory.

Bowlam I-".a:i-. wis a great vonmse, that at-
mosphers would have been complotely
lest it Croke Park.

Tipp. not to be outdone, challenged
Waterford in the stands but thers was no
de-n;.'mﬁ:'hm the crowd was predomi-
nantly

When the final whistle blew the roar
was deafening. For the first time I wit-
nezsod the medin in the press bex stamd
img and uppLauﬂjnFn s achievement.
Waterford's first final in 76 vears, [ was
omve of therm. | won't be one of them Sun-
day week, lot's not get too carried away,

Waterford will bring m massive crowd i
Dhablin, of that there i mo doalt,

Cork people need bo pet behind the glels.
Asa county we haven't had too many
championsghip frips o Croke Park this
yoar so it's not as iit's A stop too far 1o go
there again.

Thare wasg n strong Cork suppert in
Fowlan Park, vocal too wien they nesded
to b against Galway, The final has & Spm
throw in. I's an awlul time and sure to
turn some people off. Kids make upa huge
it of ALl Inelivnd coumogie day,

It's & wonderful day our for them and
apm woatldd most dofinitely ba toa lnte for
muany parents io consider wers it a schoal

Glory is now
in their grasp

Cork’s Saoirse McCarthy celebrates with her father Leonard McCarthy after the game.

niight bt the saving grace s that 2% Au-
Eust and not the traditional September

5o, [urge all Cork peaple fo please make
the deciston to travel next weekensd,

I hope that Earmmd Eircann puts on ad-
ditinnal mrning traing that support the
late throw in thme

Cork’s flghtin hﬂplrlt wns excallant
against Galway. They are so hungry for
this titke after the disappointment of the
fwa years.

Every free won, every scom, even tarly
in the game, was celehrated, Roforee Ray
Kelly was poor 1 felt, way too fussy again,
partienlarly on & day when the conditions
wiere 50 hid, He allowed for nothing. [ can
understand Galway®s frosteation in the
opening half. | thought he gave Cork a
couplo of =0t fiees.

It woukdn't have changed the owbeonme.
Cork were far better all over, a couple of
goatls kept the score semewhat respect-
alsle from & Galway point of view,

[ felt sorey for Amy Lee for Galway's
=zecond goal. Losing control of the sthothar
lapprens all ovar the field but as a keeper it
stands ol But she's strong enough to put
those Inchdents behind her.

Referencing Limerick™s All Ireland
huarding final win on Susiday, Wiat a tean!

What [ have taken from them over the
past fow seasons is their togetherness.
They refier constantly to the collective.

There are no-e@os, no plavers who fes]
they have a Fight 1o be on the team above
any other panel member,

Thers are many teams whe shoald Gake
note of sich an attitide. Over the vears [
have heard of players sulking over pot
starting. | hawe seen them throw tan-
frums when substituted

Tt's something 1 can't abide. For any
plaver to think thelr effort s more bngost-
ant or valnable than another plaver on the
panel is a real twrn off for me.

That ontitlemont. that attitude, bringza
bead vibe into the collective and ;'-m.: have
to ent |t ont. Limerick’s humbieness s
what has seen them schieve four ina row

The great Eamon Byvan used to jokingly
say his Cork foctballers Werne 50 sutoess-
ful because they had “small heads and
small arses'.

A joka, ot trie.

It’s & great weitk 10 be o Cork senior cas
mogie player, that ﬂenﬁu of [:lllrpm'-r in
vourTinal tralning days, mﬂ:ﬂcﬁ
ing as you get into your cir

shower, the flip in your stomach a5 :ﬂ:-u

ponder the game.
Enjoy it!



Timingis
evervthing

inthe battle
for equality |

Female players have achieved their

initial aim of opening discussions

he players have been
ampding. They are
thi: mest important
peopie and to have
j them here in such
numbers is fantastic. It's a duoal
focus really, you have on-the-field
and off-the-ficld isswes, Litte things
like not having hot showers and
meeals after tralning, and not having
a physio-on hand. Those things we
probably nesd to tackle, and they

have to become the norm rather

than things plavers have become
very fmstrated by”

the Women's Gaelic Flayers” Associ-

ation at its lsonch In January 2015,
i -atively tentative, it was more visnal

with these ‘livde things" would 1ake
aver eight years to resolve.

-

- itsmemberswith Increased supports. |
¢ Howoever, the most conseduential |

decision taken was the merger with

male counterparts they immediately
wielded more power, amplified the
voloe of thedr female players and toak

o hnge step forvward inthe ongoing -

fight for equality. equity and parity:
Last month, female players an-
novneed that they would play the

| remainder of the 2023 season under

protest, They demanded a female
squad chinrter be put in place for
the 2034 season and that stunlands
and provizions would be goacan-

tewd to remain the same each vear

Thesy were supported by their male
connterparts.

The campaign gathered signifi-
cant momentum and its patential

i for success was highlighted by the
D Acife Laneoutlined some afthe |
reasons behind the decision o form |

Warld Cup-bound Irish soccer team
following their own protest back
i 2017,

The GPA campaign itsell was rel-

and vocal as opposed to disniptive.
There was a boycott of media duties
organised by the LGFA and Camogie
Association. [0was perhaps a target-
el pesponse to the medin event held
by the LGEA before the league finals
in April, when players were sent a

Cork minors add Munster titie

Lok -adided the Murster minor

camogia il 1o Bha Al-reand crown

Wi parihee [nes year with & 1-16 80 1-12 win ovor Tipperany a3 Tha

Faagg kst nightl.

Ciam Marrison had an eary

Eidy

goad 1o gat Cork on thir way and with

w8 slaitici Frees, they bed 1210 bo 1-6 &l ha-tme.

Loy Purcesi had 1ha Tipperary goal,

Anry
ol

had a fine game for Cork, whils Morrisan added a pair
- PO 10 siratch 1ha band to aighl poinis & ona stage.

Tipperany kept Cattling in 8 vary £i3ih conbest, with Kae Ralph
Bupart, and whils Sy rechiced the margin 8 four, Cork desarved

wizlory.

document of suggested answers (o

| certain issnes &t the Ume, such as |
| their transgender policy and Cavan's
| refusal o Gebd a team in their final

I e game following difficulties
ﬁ’l‘l‘ltu‘ v county board in re-

- lation to expenses.

Over the lnst five weeks the unity

| bt s et b bty il
| before games as beams joined in sit-

down profests and delayed matchies
by returming to the changing rooms
— these acts ales further highlighted
the obwious disconnect between the

i players and their governing bodies,

A heightened polardsation of our
GAA commumity has emerged since
the beginning of the profest, a ten-

deney common in a society when _

Inexuality and a fecling of
exists. The largest cohort, towhich

the plagyers.

to acknowledge the county boards
who have ensured that their play-
ers-dio not have to pay 1o represent
tlveir county. There are others who

| - are satisfiedd with the improvements
the GPA. By jobning forces with their

in =tandapds for female players over
the last 20 years and deem them

 sigmificant enough and feel that a

charter Bn't necessany

There are those who believe that
the responsibility o provide fund-
ing for a charter lies sobely with cach
individial association so the GAS
slvould nat be involvel Others see
the integration process ms the best

route to securing & female charter

in the futine.

Lzt Moniclay, GPA CEO Tom Parsoiis
announced the players’ intention to
mmﬂpmtem;lndeﬁnlmb,am
indication that pasitive discussions

| had taken place with the governing

baodies. On Wednesdoy, the GPA fol-
lewed upwith an official statement
detailing an agreed framewark with

%

A moment that will
be remembered for

- the courage, unity

and strength shown.

the LGFA and Carogic Assoeiatiog

i comanitting o the implementation ol B

| “acharter in 3024 and an immediate B

| suspension of any further protests. g
Timing is evervihing. The GPA B

press relese carme on July 19, exacthy

| onemonth after the

ANMKITICETnEYL
of thi planned protess,
Thie LGFA sl Camosie Association

must b eredited with the spesd al ™8

whiich they engaged with the GPAIn §

an agresrnient thad was e

¢ b b thie lnitter stages of
their championships to take place
without a focus on a player protest.
In doing =0, they have signalled a
strong intent to uphold theirduky of
care to the players, something they
Ieve comumiitted to doing in the past,

| Both associations will request
I belong, publicly stinds behind

funding support from the GAA for
the implementation of the charter,

[ o independent of the GPA, and fol-
what they view as the GPAs rofusal |

lowing Tom Ryan's public pledgpe
to help if requested then they are
likeky very confident tsat the GAA
will stick to thedr word.

Alzo, if necessary o redguest o
the government for further finan-

* clal assistance will be undertaken

jointly with the GPA and conaller-
ing oaur female players contribate so

| much scross the societal spectrom

the sports minister Thomas Byrne
should ensure that o request will
ndd be necessany and offer financial
supOH nstead,

Al parties have weleomed the news
that the Goelic Games Associations’
Steering Group on Integration (SGI)
has commissioned a landmark ne
search stndy (o gauge the opinlons
of membsers bo assist in developing
the pathway to integmtion.

The GPA statement coneluded
with: “Thiz 15 a landmark moment
I oar games and for women's sport
in Ireland?

It i= also a moment that will be
remembered im history for the cour-
age, unity amd strengih shown by a
ool lective group of women wheo pat
the welfare of future ns of
feminde athletes m LG5 i
sporting ambdtbons in 2003,

It is likely that there will be a
sigmificant amount of negotinting
neceszary in the coming months in
order to finalise an agresd charter,
but the players havoe achieved their
initial aim of opening discussions,
their timing was everything.

land final,

loy for the Cork U156 camogie team after bea

ting Gahwray in the All-ine-
Pidture: Palrick Browne '

Murphy is on fire as

Cork retain All-lreland
U16 A camogie title

Cork 0-11
Galway 1-7
DORK clasmed their Sourth can-
secidhve All-lneland LG A Camo-
e title. foSowing a one-poind
win gwir Gabariy ol Mowlan Park
on Satundsy AREmoon.

ki Hn-l&nay'aﬁr n::.uamadm
theoiegh & gripping final to
sarsedly ke harmss the rophy
fiod the 1 Tih time, with Ballinora’s
Fached Muphy producing a
Piayar of the Malch perlorm-
ancie,

Thue frst queaniar of tha game was
vy evenly comlgsted, Cork
played nganst The wind and
apened the seanng with a good
point from Murphy afior a Sirong
ruary el Eha shg vt wireg, Gobesry
reglied fwo menules later with a
scone from Emilly Lawless,
LauraWalsh pul the Rebals back
in and with an Improssing inde
widual scor bolioes Gabavany bea-
com dominant and taliad four
eormiciibive poirs. Carn O Brien
gk pasar b nges and a 45, ba-
fore Kabsy Laedsss paimiad 10
givie 1he wesismers. 8 05 to 0-2
Ipd,

bizinphy reduced ihe madgin sah
& Supsr scone rodm the bt wing,
bafare Galway resloned their
Thres-point lead with an O'Baen
scorg from play. The Enal poant o
ths ha € froom Cooek's G
ineging Murphy b0 baaed this Res-
bl tevo behind, 0-8 ta 0-4.

A tigiht and tense third quarter
e few scoring chances for
affhar skde, bin Gahyviy 901 &
huga boost in the 40th minule
whien thisy werne mwadded a pen:
alty. Emily Lawdass was the
player brought down in the Cork
squary boloeas Kalle Lisiass
blasted & low ganalty 10 he ret.
Gk Fﬂuh:&ﬂh‘llmlﬂr: thainy

weng chasing

micway Through tha hall, Howe
renr, e resgonse from Mok-
iyy's young players was mag-
mificand, They dug in and taok
R, SOOFNG Siven painis with-
out neply.

Murghy celebrating their win.

CAMOGIE
B Eanna O'Reilly

Murnpdy eacighd fire, hitting thees
marellous points in @ row,
Walsh then took a neal Scone
crver Iser shoulder, before Clam
Murply's point lavelled 1he
ma.mhphrmmﬁ:d 11 TS
Thee MCITERTILT WS Mo with
Coitle, and they conlinuwed 1o pul
|'.r1r+e|55um on tha Galeay delsncs,

e Corke Toreands dnen bads
Brssis walibch wiege podnbad by
Murpiry to put tham 0-1110 1-6
alnd aricaird injuny-tirms,
Katis Lawiass poented a late froo
1o radiice tha margin io the min- §
TR h
Gk pressina in the dying
minciees failed (o producs an
oqulises, with the Caork backs
dafanding suparky.
Tha Rebels held on 1o de-
sernidly claim another All:re-
land tithe in @ Qraeda thal Cork
conlingss 10 domingils.
The future of Cark camogh is
certsnly bright based on tha
quality of this cutstanding grou
of plaers. Murpliy, Walsh, Aur
Cagnay, Lily O°5haa, Avm boky.
Eip, and Aos Cottredl wird par-
ticularty impresshwe for Gork,
Sconers for Cor: 7 Morpény 0T 02 L
00 A5, L'Ve'alsh O-2, Clasa Adurplty, Cae
fratired Mgty O |

1 Lawwiess -2 (10 pen, B4 . C

O¥Brisn 0l (02, 0= 4%, E Lastess 0-1.
CORK: E Honoban: &, Cunmngiam, &
Cagnay, G. Ryan; M. Lombard, A
Cussan, L, Oriime; A Molaulile, A Cob-
ot B, Bhuiphy, K O Gilvam, Caihenng
Rurphan; 8, D0k, A Molkeemins, L
T

Sulis: Clara Murgfy ted Drguievan h1,

T Cedifing Tor Cattrsnd Liuaphey (35, L

Pusepilny bt CrBeian (54,

GALWAY. L Hﬂtﬂn-:lﬁ-.!’.p.lg-.ﬁ. Taepan,

M. Mi Linnasigh; E. Do, R, Kilanimy, it

Gedingr; L hhul-;i:gnlxéuc:‘
L ML Laeias L T an

mma Cosgroys, E. Banen

Bubs: E Fyan ki Mi Lisrasgh b, K

Peaharty Jor O'Brian (31), C. Burse for

Dawrett [55], A Momissey fof Rodgems

8.

Referees La Domgany [Kileparng

Wikl Hosfard, Savirse Cunningham, Caoilinn Ryan, and Catherine

: Patrick Browme




Rebels edge
out Tribe to
clinch their

fourinarow
'CAMOGIE_____

By Aoife English

CORK secured a record-equalling
fourth successive All-Ireland
Ui6A Camogie Championship title
when they turned around a five-
imt deficit to out Galway

y (11 to 1-7 at Nowlan Park
vesterdny,

The success extends the county's
pdvantage over the Westerners at
the top of the roll of honour to two,
as they registered a 17th success in
total, having started their current
unbeaten run by ending the
Maroons® five-in-a-row bid im 200%.

It was a much closer affair than
when the teams crossed swords in
the round-robin phase, Galway
had actually led an the interval on
that occasion before being left
Eltmmt?s élJ'.rL‘_Rnh-:Is‘ Second ﬂmhult'

itz € - I ma ot
final u'hjstle%m i'r.!;.g:m tale,

A SGth-minute from Leah
Felly dinched the Al-Treland
U1ea Shield title for Clare, as
they overcame Antrim by the hare
minimam alse, 1-5 to 0-10, aftera
pulsating comclusion to the final at
UPMC Mowlan Park.

it slick Derry were deéserving .
victors in the All-Ireland 11
decider, deleating Kildare by 3-19
to 2-5 o1 Inniskeen Gratians GAA
The damage was done in the
opening perbod, ot the end of
which they led by 213 1o 2.2,

Meanwhile, the All-Ireland U168
Shield is Carlow’s as o result of the
second-hall heroics of substitute
&Eﬁin Jovee ot Birr's St Brendan's

Westmenth led at half-time thanks
1o goals from Annabel Hynes, All
Brennon and Abbie MeCaibey in
response to Lily Jones® early n
Nag but Corlow gradually reeled in
the 3-5 to 14 deficit, B

Barrett found the net o reduce
the margin to two points in the
415t minute and, after Doyle
kicked two points, Kate Burke
added a third goal for her side.

Joyce sent a piledriver to the net
soon after and finished with 1=,
all bar a point of that from play as
Carlow prevailed by 4-12 to 3-6.

Support camogie
and Cork ladies

football teams

It's & busy weekend for the Cork camogio and
ladies’ foathall stars, starting tonight,

After a thrilling deaw a fortnight the
Cork Wndies’ U6 team tnke on Cavan in the All-
Ireland Anal replay at TUS Gaelic Grounds,
Limerick.

This side showed in the deawn game the
ﬂfrli(t and desive to win that epitemises all the
ladies’ teams playing this weekend.

Twice they came from behind in injury time
to enrn o well-deserved deaw and they will be
aiming to finish the job tenight, throw-in

T.30pm, ;

.ﬂ..lpmiu action tonight are the Cork miknoo e
m.gﬁlelumwhu face Tipperary in the Munster
final at The Ragg, throw-1n Tpam.

In & slightly unusual situation, they are al-
ready the All-Ireland champions and will be
looking o rnmlﬂallgzl'thel.r iﬁmmuntrm
with a proving n as wall,

Sattrday s over to the camoegle 16 side
first, before it's back to jootball that night.
They Faoe Galway in their final at Mowlan Park
at 4.30nm. .

For some of these yourng c:amﬁgglaralt will
e i busy weekend as they are involved in
the Cork set up on Friday night against Cavin,

S it could bea simply unreal 24 hours for the
dual siars as they have the chance to win twao
All-Treland medals.

And to round off the day the Cork senior
Laclies’ foothallers face Dublin in the TG4 All-
Iretand semi-final af FRD Semple Stadium at

7. S0P
All sides desorve the support of the Cork
ublic o= they try and being back titles to the
obel connty.

Again this seazon the women of Cork have
shown thelr s.p-urth:F prowess on the camogie
and kndies' foatball pliches all over thé coumiry.
They are a shining example to young players,
boys or glrls, in Corl.

Allter games, no matter what the result, they
are always gracious with their time to sign
autographs and pose [or pictures.

They are the heroes of these young players
and they never et them down.

Ragw §t's the turn of the Cork public not to bet
them down and travel in numbers to either Tip-
perary or Limerick tenight, and Kilkenny or
Thurles tomorrow,

So come tomorrow night, hopelully, we will
sod thrme mone trophics an de and the sen-
ior foothallers poining the senfor camoghe tean
in their respective All-lretand deciders.

Sa it thene 1o get behind the women af Cork
:J:ddl-ul that Febel roar be heard across the wess

21} ;

Eehbal abl

Twomey: We were
always confident we
could turn it around

LIEE all inter-county man-
agers, Matthew Twomey is
exactly where e wanis fo be
ot this time of n":!;f‘“' —='in
the All-Ireland

Mext Sunday sees them take
on Waterford at Croke Park,
throw-in Spm, &5 marb;d 1]
end a harren rmmn for i

They haven't won the title
simce 2018 and have lost in the
final for the last two Seasons,

Twomey is delighted to be in
thi final. but did admil that
d'llﬂ'ﬂﬂ the seazon it wazn't
looking that way at times,

“We went through a dodgy
paich mbd-seazon bul we were
alwavs confident that we
could turn It amundéﬂl:‘;ﬁre
wWis 50 maAny players ng
and we wera teying a new

e, :

“Confidence got knocked a
bit bact the thing we were say-
ing to the was nothing
iz won In April, judge us in
August and VW AT
after getting there.

“We are after a few good
wins in the champd bt
every game we have been
under severe pressure, avery
game has beon knock-oni.

*Beating Kilkenny and Gal-
way & incredibbe bat we hope
wi havent done Waterford a
favour by knocking them out
af the way,

“We know that it's another
massive game ahead of us on
Sunday.

“We are nnder no lusion of
what we are facing, they beat
uws by three points in the
Munster championship but
theoir performance was batter
than that win and we have it
all todo,

“After that loss o Water-
ford we spent abeul €0 min-
utes in the doessing-room,
harsh words were said ai first

‘bt we wanted to talk it oot
and see what ane we dodng

“We went off lkee a traln at
e star of the and b=at
Kilkenpy well and things were
godng well but then we got
brought back down to earth.

“Wa wore creating chances
but thev weren't heﬁlgtabm.
The Waterford game was &
kick in the backside, We went
out then in the first roand of
the championship and stats
wise we blew Galway off the
park, but af the start of the
goeapd hall we hit saven wides
on the bounce and you can't

do that.

“(0Oid habits came back bt
sinee then we have had some
seriows games, training has
Tseen going well and they have
ehowed ferce charncter.

“Facing into Kilkenny in
the guarter-final was a big

CAMOGIE
= Rory Noonan

thing and & h ?s:ﬂ:hn:- -
cal '.E'im fior lIlEl:gE i werabl:g'a
better team and even talking
te their management after-
ward they sid so.

“Ak times before when we
wiare ahead in tght gnmes wa
have lost them, samie with Gal-
way with 15 minutes o go in a
lot of the games we were
ahead and lost in provious

years.,
“We had to put that right
and we empisl e bemch ina

“good manner, sometimes it

works and It worked for us

that day.”

In:lu:its have played a huge
art in Cork's seazon, with
ey players out early on but

they are returning now.

‘s been & ey thing for
us, for the Down game earlier
in the seacon we wers togging
out with 19 players.

“When the minors won the
AllIreland wa gol five of them
in to maks up numbsers in
training and we still conldn't
make 15 & shie;

“Some of the sessions we
hiad 16 or &0 training and 16
wene an the sideline walching
an injured. Bif we gevwsr pan-
icked and sald one of these
ﬁal;“: we will get It right and

‘;\:e:irel;snull walting for that
10 & PEOPer cise, we
.'rrnnﬁ?i:;‘hm'e thie guality to
open up any defence. With
them all back it makes train-
ing sessions very competitie,
Mot alone are they fghting for
the first 15 but also for the
necct 5 i0 cormae an.

"There are some players
that are better off coming on
than starting and 'I-'-'E'ﬂ-!‘t-"l.ﬂf.'l‘
realizing that now. We have
options now and when Ih?'pu-
out o the pltch we are asking
them to & the tank.

“Whether that's 20, 30 or 40
mimutes it doesn't matter, you
have your job done then and
then nedt player ugp.

“The mindset has changed
in GAA totally, you have
starters and fnisherd You try
and tire out the defence Tor the
fimizhers fo come on.

“We are godng op thers con-
fident and want to get a per-
formance, we have 15 minute
markers and we want to meet
all them.

“Before the Clare game we
sald ii's like the steps of a
stalrs, oneat o time and weare
af the final step mow and we

are well il For £E,” con-
chuded Matthew:

'Record crowd set to attend camogie final

Eoghan Cormican

Camogie is braced for a ree-
atd-breaking AU-Trelamd finml
Sunday as 3 crowd in exoess of
N is forecast for the meed-
i of Cork and Walerford,

The 24,730 that watchesl the
219 dechder between Galway
il Kilkenny stands as the
largest ever All-Ireinnd camo-
gir finnl attendance, bot thae
fipune is ot bo be smashed ks
worlend by s Mest final meet-
ing of neighbours Cork and
Waterford,

The DMz, appearing in
only thetr second final and
fiest sinee 1845, nre chasing an

historic flest O'Dufly Cup
triuvmph. Cork, meanwhile,
are trying to avold a Mrst
three-in-a-row of All-Ireland
final losses since 1989, The
cotinty lnst reached the sum-
it in 3014,

Cork"s 2007 defeat to Wex-
ford is the sole camogie final
i break the 30,000 bireier, the  counties come
pame watched by an awdlence  bined, and man-
of 33,15 That figure, though,  ager Sein Power
waE significantly infated (pictured) Is
h%-;ﬁ:’;&relnnﬁ?ﬁ%i imrgnl: l‘.‘ullfjl...ll.l:ql of

= Weer Lok another arge Gols
iy and Duldin. g

at UPEMC Nowlan Park
Fast Saturday weok,
Waterford
brought neardy as
much support to
Mowlan Park ms
the otler three

The Camogle Assoclati MEI'PE rﬂi: -Sl.ilcll:rdafvﬂw
y i atBion =For the sake o &
has already enjoyed a b itself, you want o got hiuﬁs 4

semi-final crowd this

of view, the more Waterford
mise we have the botter,” sajd
e Ditlge boss, =1 under
stand the suppart is

. Eolng to come,

sumimar, with 7.250 attending
the semi-final double-header

OO

part.
Twomey, doesn't want Cork
to be outnumbered ns

seats. From a Waterford point  Waterford's semi-final oppo-

There are bnses m
going from here,
| there, and
| everywhere.
' The more we
have at it, the
more of a $pec-
tacle it will be-

Hizs Cork counter-
hMatthaw

Ft-ﬂ,!-'E‘l"E.h

nienits Tipperary wera.

“The semi-final crowd
Waterford had was huge. It af
fected Tipperary, there and no
two ways about it said Two

By,
“We had a bad start last
vear in the All-Ireland final
But when Fiona
the goal, the Cork crowd
furned, and we conld feel it
The plavers commentied on
ittt af half-dime.

"W hope the Cork crowd
comes out and supporis us,
The players deserve L They
are an unbalicvable set of

(Heating) got

B More comogle: Page 7




Twomey facing ‘massive

ORK manager Mat-
thew Twomey has a
“masaive headache”
o s hamds.

Doz her stick or twist? Does
e hope for another bench
bounee or doest e promote the
players whio hawve been ean-
sistently plating up sizable
spcorul-half contribations
when beckonsd from their
bucket seat?; -

Whenever and his
management team sit down
this week to pick Cork's All-
[reland final starting team,
the calls they will ave to
make will be the tonghest en-
countered during their too
geasns at the elm.

Twomey has no problesm re-
venling that players outslde
th frst 15 in moont games
havwe openly told him they
wiknt b0 start Sunday’s de-
cider, Bat he also knows that
I hie promotes bod many, lve's
at risk of punchoring the
binch bounce that won Corls
their All-Ireland quurter and
semi-Mnals against the last
two champlons, Kilkenny and
Galway.

During their guarter-final
dethroning of Kilkenny,
Cliona Healy threw over two
second-half points, while
theres were alse important

y& [rom Orla Cronin, the

In the semi-final against the
Tribeswomen, the five subs

=

DELICATE BALANCING ACT: Matthew Twomey is wary of the risk of puncturing the bemch bounce that won

Cork their All-Ireland quarter and semi-finals against Kilkenny and Galway.

used — Healy, Haves, Cronln,
Thompson, and Orlaith Cahal-
and — had a direct hand in
aach of Cork’s nine second
half paints.

It was a beneh mpact to
rival that of the Jim Gavin
Drublin oran.

Hialy again sniped a pair,
while there was & white
each from Haves and -
ane, OF the four second half

Frees converted by Amy
O'Connor, thres wers won by

Healy and Cronin.

That beaves just one point
unaccounied for, that 4
Sanirse effort for
which Thompson assisted. [n
her 16 minutes on the feld,
2005 All-Ireland-winnlng cap-
tain Thompson had 2lx pos-

sessions and four umovers.

Mow you can see the comun-

drum facing Twesey amd how
difficult it will be toagain hald
such a shollar cust — thires of
whom are All-Star winners —
in reserve,
headache, W have options

, ve we
mircer had before.” the man-
ager acknowledged.

“There are some players
bertter off starting rather than
coming onand there are other
players we are after realising
Are E]'hihhr better aff coming
on k starting.

“Players have told mae they
want tosiart, and that’s fakr
enongh; bat ['ve talked to & kot
af them individoally, and youa
have (o get the point across
that B yvon are mod thers fnom
the start, we Want you b come

Picture: Eddie 'Hare

in and make an impact. The
mindsed has totally changed
in the GAA"

Cork's revered supporting
cast came abank more by in-
jury than design.

& torn eruciate suffered last
antummn meant e AllIrelend
quarter-final was Thompaon's
first bit of game-tima in red
?]1:115 the 222 AllTreland

A broken bone in her foot
= Haves miss the county’s
three All-Ireland group
games, whike Cnhalane and
Cronin have akso battled in-
Jurles st different points of the

BEADIL

“The Friday before the
Dovwm group game, there was
the podential that we wepe
only togging 19 plavers be-

headache’ on selection front

canse of furkes,” Twaney
cantinued.

“Whien the minors won the
All-fredamd, we pob five of
them I bo make up the
numbsers for tradning amd we
adill coatldn’t make 15-a-sida.
There were i couple of irain-
ings where we had 16 walch-
ing in injured.

“Every time [ picked ngp the
phone, it was o learn of an-
other injury. We had three
cruciates {Thompson, Katie
O'Mabhony, and Clivin
MeAllen) Istfore we svor came
beack for H0EE and then another
{Ciara O'Sulilvan) after the
Ashbourne woekend. We just
hend fio luick ™

They didn’t have muach lnck
with results elther as the
leagus ulpmvdud to chiumplon-
ship. Following the leigiis
final defeat 1o Calway —
Cork's fourth consecutive
final defeat of GAA HO —
were losses to Waterford in the
Munster guarterdinal and
Galway In thelr All-Irekand
SETIES OpoRer.

“The pressum was abas-
Lubely severe for o good Fow
wenks, A lotof peaple Wrote us
off, A lot of people criticksed
g, um iy, They didn’t know
the full facts af what we were
groing through. They wera
theowing playvers under the
s, whikch 1 clédm's ke,

*“We spent around 40 min-
wutes in tiresgine-room
after the Waterford gama. We
wanted (o talk it out, ask what
we are dobing and whiad are we
trying to go At

“Tt wag hiiry fora while, but
than wir turned it
around.”

Thir Last step ks to enil the
eouniy's five-year walt for
AlH-Iraland honours.

FH;F hh;E;rEWr the ﬁmr]m
nal the W WIS A
the two league final defenis
tody You are under pressune
bilg time. But we are galng u
H:L*relulzunﬁ:lmt rather than




G Camphen AB-Dreland Sorsor Camoge
Chamghsirhip fral

Refres THC
Tu:AIE2 :

Ecghan Cormican

The snme a5 Pat Gilroy with
the Dublin footballers, you
won't always find Paul Flynn
mentioned in a mateh
programme invelving the
Waterfiord camogie Wome,

Bt no mare than Gilooy

and Dublin, you don’t el D
see Flyon's name listed to
know of the impact he's hav-
ing.
Having served as selector
under Sedan Power when
Waterford waltzed to All-Ire-
land UZ1 harding glery back in
2016, it was only natural then
when Power wis putting to-
gether his backroom team for
a Tirst season with the coun-
tv's camogle side that he'd
pick up the phone to the ferm-
o Ddse forwmard,

Flynn, as Power tells 1t had
eommitied to conching an
underage team in Bally-
gunner, and so he informed
the new Waterford camogie
manager that he'd give what
he could in 2025

“0f pourse, Paul comes and
spes them, T pet in his ear, and
he's here all the time then,”
Poveer comtines,

Power, ms hardly neads
potnting out. is& two-time All-
lrelamd-winning mManager.
He's a shrowd manager along
with that. What he has done
far this debut camogie seazod
i5 pull frem his 2003 minor and
2016 U2l backroom Beams,
with Waterfords minos win-
ning eosch 10 vears ago,
Wayne Power, heading up a
camogle conching tehet that

Waterford's Abby

o e e
L] R [ s

thampionship semi-final match against Tipperary in Kilkenny.

also inclodes Flynn.

Annle Fiizgerald 18 cormer-
forward on the Waterford
team. Haliling from Bally-
gunner, it is no surprise to
hear that 2004 All-Star Flynn
was ane of her hurling heroes
Erowing up.

"As a forward, I'd get a few
poknters off him. I he s telling

o1 to do something, you
isven and you do it becatise
vou have watched him do
that,” Fitzperald explaing.

“He is also a catm‘inlllgl: in-
fluence. He comes in with the
witer and he's really kinda

calmilng. He'd nearly maeke a
joke or something when he
comes into you. He's great 10
have around.”

Mind vou, it sn't just the
forwards who are feeding off
and benefitting from Flynn's
own playing experiemce.

Diise goalkesper Brianna
O'Regan is another, though
unlikely suspect. to sing the

raiges of the three-time

{unster winner.

Fifty-six minutes into thelr
AllIreland semi-final agalnst
Tipperary, Waterford won a
free right on halfway. But in-

Fiynn and Réisin Kirwan celebrate after their side’s victory in the All-Iretand I:IIEFI

Picture; Piaras O

glead of forwards Abby Flynn
or Beth Carton standing over
the placed-ball, Flynn was
promptly out onto the field to
relay the message that
O'Regan travel up and hit it
And convert it she did too,
sending Waterford three
ahead.

EnnsiderlnF it was Water-
ford's last point of the semi-
finmal and how sub-
sequently shrunk the gap io
the minimum, O'Regan’s
baoming effort nitimately
prowed the winning soore.

*“When Paul Flynn looks at

you, you kinda have to back
ourself-and go up and take
t,” O"pepan savs of the free

“Paul has a very hurl-
ing brain. The stull he comes
out with and the way he
thinks about hurling, even
just picking his brain about
what way woukd you puck oul
tive ball to a forward. He is top-
class on that type of stuff.

“If & forward ks running ot
foa ?tlc]-l:-l}ut.whnt winy wold
the forward Hke for it to be
placed: can ask him about
that and what trajectory you
shoald hit it at”

Starting with Donal
O'Rourke’s two-vear spell as
manager in 2018 and 2019,
Waterford's camogie graph
has risen in line with the
guality of coaching and man-
agement that they have been
exposed to over the past six
gensons, O'Fourke’s first year
saw the county return to the

uarter-finals for the first
time in decades. His second
and final season saw them
lead eventual champions Gal-
way by five early in the second
half of their quarter-final be-
fore wilting.

*Dional set the foundations
with this team. He got us be-
lieving in what weareactually
capable of. He put us in the
right direction,” Annie
Fitzgerald says of the now
Cork hurling coach.

Derek Lyons was next to
progress. the proect, steering
ithem a step further to the
semi-finals in 2022 And now
to Power and his backroom
team, who've helpad them
climb a rung higher again and
peach o first final in &5 years.

“godin has won All-Trelands
with the minors and the U21,
and he has brought that
wealth of experience, along
with all the people in the back-
fyrile] tm,"msﬂ‘ﬁﬁ_

“They are bringing dif-
ferent mentality that they had
from thelr hurling back-
ground, and the physicality
level too. Everything is sharp
amd to the point.™

g 50 far k= going to
plan.

Cronin hoping to mark return with title

Therese O'Callaghan

Liam Cronin i fast becoming
a recognisable name in the
[nter-county coaching seendg.
From Clare to Cork o Dublin
and back to Cork again, the
Limerick native is currently

working -~ as  Matthew
Twomey' s right:hamd man.
gehool teachor

A
in Ardscoil Ris sinoe 2002, Te
has been instrumental in
guiding them to Harty Cup
spnecess, His work with the
Clore and Dublin hurlers I8
anoihier high peint on his CY.

Chatting 1o colleague Eog-
han Cormican kst week, Two-
mey degeribed Cronin as one
of the best coaches he has ever
seen, adding “his level of de-
tall 12 unbelevable and the
brain he has, 1 don't think I'1
aver coach a tenm again after
Defryge with him™.

Cranin spent a year with
Cork camogle in 2080, He is
ack on fhe M50 once more,

=“hintthew asked me last No-
wember (o comee ook into the
ﬂ}l'%’{h'nnh explains, “Wlen
I bedt, | wns convineed there
s A beam pood crogh io b
contesting All-Ireland fnats,

“They weroe unfortunate in
2021 and 2022, they came In-
credibly close. Hopefully we
will have a better outeome in
o02s. 1'moreally enjoying it
The drive is nothing major
whin you sea how committed
ithee ghrls are.”

Covid-19 impacted his pre-
vions immabrement.

“1t was o very difficult year.
Wi A greal start, we were
in & leagme final before Covid
hit, Then we hnd todown tools
like everyone else. [ still felt
going into that champlionship
wi hud @ 1ot of work done. Kil-
kenny beat us in the semi-
fimal in Fhire Ui Chaolmbh.

“When wi looked back, wo
had more than emough
chanees o win, We just didn’t
put it on the scoreboard.
Hilkenny went o to win the
All-Treland, You knew vou
were close, Bt at the top there
are such small margins.”

After leaving Cork, he
jolned Mottic Konny's Dublin
hurlers.

“1°d been invalved with
Clare hurlers befors 2000 One
of the lacds 1 was working with,
Gavin Keary, was coaching in
[iblin. He asked mo fo gof on

toard, Eventually I sadd yes. I8
turned into two years, (Wo
viery pood years. A very good
sefup there as well, From my
own perspective, it was a huge
learning opportunity.”

The switch back to camogie
was smoeoth, But hedoes datail
one notable difference.

“In many respects, it i5 simi-
Lar, In other respects, it is com-
pletely different. The big differ-
eee for me 15 the hill Eﬂﬁﬂ't
travel as far. In hurling, if
teams drop off of yoik, You can
seore from $0or B0 vards.

"Whereas in camogie, you
have to be more skillful be-
cause you have to work the
ball into a scoring done b
make sure of the score. That to
me is probably the biggest dif-
ference, 1o ferms of similar-
ities, the way the girls apply
themselves, they give abso-
Intely evervthing for Cork.
There 1= no difference there,”

In a season where the bernch
has been Bev, he operates his
o style.

“atthew andd T have got on
really well: At the start of e
i.*r.-rtr. wi wonld have had &

ong chat ofl how he sees the
gimie playrel We hivee a lof of

similar mindsets that way £o
from that perspective, it was
eazy for me to come kn and im-
plement one ar two things. We

have a really good mix of new
and experienced girls, they
know hiow o piay the game.
=gariier in the year in the
games we lost oul, we wera
probably competitive going
into the last quarter, bit
didn’t have the t off the
bench, Now there is competl-
tion for places and every girl is
driving each other on, trying
b et 1 hund onn thie jerssr.
“That is omo of the main rea-
snns we are still invelved. [t i=

down to competition. Girls
took the opportunity. We
geniinely felt the girls who
had started previons games
merited the jersey.”

Waterford awalt in the final,
and he is wary of the threat
they will pose.

“They were hugely impres-
give in the semi-final on how
they went from 1-7 (o 0-3 down,
to turn it around to be a point
down at half-time. All the mo-
mentum was with them in the
second half, They have an ex-
eeptonal team.

“Heth Carton and Lorraine
Bray are probably two of the
best plavers In the country.

“Eweryone else absolutely
works themselves into the
ground fosupport those twi

rls in particular. When you
ook back on that game, iEWwas
work-rate and commitment
that got them: over the line.

=1t would be very difficult
fiur us to try and plan for whiat
Waterford are going to do. If
you go that road, you could

el i dhowem - rabdhit hode.

"i‘l:t'nmnnt EEE
won't havea Eﬁ
o4 of ‘ouir focus willl b an aur
own dressing room.”




Amy 0'Connor captain of the Cork senior camogie team who play

Waterford in the All Ireland final at Croke Park.

Ficture: Eddie (fHare

Amy:. It's an honour to
lead this team out at
CrokernextSunday

ST YINCENT'S star player
aml Cork captain Amy O0'Can-
nor sabid that 11°s an absalote
honour to be leading out the
Cork senior camogie team in
the All-Irdland final next Sun-

daxy,

She has bean a key player
for the Rebels in their march
to the final, gpetting some cri-
cial spores along the way,

It eertalnly won't be for lack
of effort on her part if they
come up short in the decider
against Waterford, throw-in
Spmeat Croke Park.

“We are exacily where wa
need to be and are looking for-
ward to it, when you set out it
the start of the year {t°s where
bl 2ides vrant bo s,

“ At the start of the year vou
set out your targeis, you set

yur goals and the All-lre-
land was our main one. Ye
weren't gunning for the
league, we weren't gunning
for the Munster champion:

ihiﬁ'
“We have faith in our man-
agoment teaen that they were
doing the right things so wa
:jr.e-.r-er really panicked abaut
LI

Reflecting on thekr loss to

Waterford in the first round of
the Munster chanpionship
Amy admitted it hort them:

“Brig e it et us, and did
=0 Eurbt;rlnng umlahﬁum wﬁ
srabably & good B bosls 28
ihnwed us the areas we need
to wark on and over the last
couple af months and weeks
we have been doing that and

fully, it will pay allivid-

£h

Locking at thelr All-Ireland
champlonship campaign to
date, starting with Galway
Amy added: “I think it was
017 when v last beat them so
having to face Galway away in
the first round of the cham-
ponship was never going to be
easy, Biit P'moa flrm baliever
that all must come fo an
enct and re the semi-final
against them I was letting
poople in the dressing room
Enow that.

“Every cycle must come b
an end in . I spoke pbout
the Cork ladies footballers and

their 10 All-Irsland tiles in 11
vears, saving everything has
o come to an end.

“So that wias the thought 1

Tand i the rera heads going
out onto the pitch, that the
E}"l:hl.‘- wns tday.

md-!in: tha
“wWe didn't play badly
agnlnet Galway the Nrst day
and that was the way we
wanied (o play against them,

® Rory Noonan

wi jiist didn't have i good con-
mﬂnnﬂr;tu Eﬂd rfiuﬁt was dis-
appoin L Dye We wealre
happy wh.ﬁuurﬂ:ﬂ half por-
formance and then there wers
afiew jiv momnents at the
atart of the Down game before
We Wl

"Thien the Clare game wis a
winner takes all and we went
up to Cusach Park and put on
areally good performance and
that hulr-ed up bulld confl-
dﬂmgﬂ imto the Kilkenny

'H'bpm]:ahl} coubin't have
pcked a more difficult routs
to o final, having to face the
thamﬂunﬂ for the last (wo
VEATE «finnl andl
then Galway In the semi-final.

“We knew there wouldn't he
miich hetween 18 and them in
both tles, two as tough games
a3 yiou could get in the lead-ap
to an All-Ireland L‘lmir‘nul it
was good preparation for us.

“We have beaten the two of
them bt we have son nothing
EB" which it some ways ls

ind of mad. Mormally when
you beat them you would be
thera ot thereabouts but as 1
sadd wio have won nothing yet.

“We know a lot aboui :
they know a lot aboyt us but
‘we are really looking forwmrd
to it Someope pasded & com-
ment to me that they will be
huugeier th:tn us bt that's

“II viou can't be hu

win an All-Ireland thers
is something wrong. There is
probahbly rainlrr: on bath
abdes, they haven't won it in so
long sumd wee haven't won since
HIH, Whjchillﬂﬂ-rktlmﬂh
hemusldnredntmﬁ.llm

Amy mld 'TI'L-E pli'ﬁﬂ.lpwﬂl
fer] walking out as capiain h‘-
unmensurable really, it's
something [ never thought
would ha coming from &
junber club,

=1 am very proud of it and so
are my club. | remember ring-
ing a club member to tell him
and he acfuaily cried on the
phone, that's how much it
means o Vincent's,

s TATS Shnies Sad 1
aukon

krow the Cork supparterswill

travel in numbers to get be-

hiind 5.

L uggl.ﬂmamtm
alon an Wi COTIR
uutnnlh:rh:htsl{;nflhum
sult,” concludel Amy.

Ashling Thompson has played key robes coming nﬂﬂtlumdﬂﬂi:
mﬂmrmﬂﬁnwaphqmtwnmdum
Pictare; Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Thompson continues
to prove her worthto
Cork in dlfferent role

IT°S a testamont to the
s0n (aiTeli ar
tearing her ACL in a club # Linda Mellerick
gamie with Milford on Au- z
gust 17, 2022, she took to and throw hersell about.
the pitch in the 44th min- While some might criti-
uibe of Cork's All-Ireland cise that approach, it°s a
quarter final with Kilken- tralt I've long admired in
ny on August 9. her; that, alang with ber
Introduced again in the  athleticism hurling
semi-final in the 4%th min- ability, has made her an
ute, Thompson is ready to  invaluable member of the
do whatever is asked of Cork team since 2013,
her in Sundoys final. Her first piece aof action
Back training a while, in  this ¥ear ngainst Kilkenny
full comtact almost a saw her tear into a three-
couple of montlis, and person tackle, ;
looking leaner than she *I think if you don’t
has in many a vearaltera  have the same mentality
lonely 12 months of gym as the likes of Kilkenny,
work and relial, Thomp- who I always admire,
mu explains what it fook  where they put their
to where she s bodies on the Line, and if
yvou don't have the same
mienmal‘tﬂum going in against them nnd
e et E.;‘t"'r:?éfﬂ,“t el
six, seven davs m 5
even recovery, trying to Thnmmnhuhadtnha
get to the pool. the ice patient, eager to get onio
baihs, geiling up to San- I'hl.-pl‘td:l bast firls that the
try, in and out to Corkand  way management have fil-
Limerick on the biodexsto  tered in their subs this
teat my strengths the year has been excellent.
amount of work that ac- “Whatover the lads
tually goes into it is phe- think is besi. The way
nomenal. they v brought in the
“But you know what, suhs has been brilliant,
when you're in it ¥ou improving the team and
don't really notice, but nat umrtlﬂn: the hal-
there are gmu where ance,”
vou'd be erying coming ﬁ.mr:fnr'l‘hnmpsmnn
ot of the gym, biit s mot day might be & stretch
even erying alkout the in- l-uuﬁu' An All-Treland
jury, it's erving because of  final is a different ball
the amount of predsure gamd to any other. a dif-
that I put on mysell to ferent level of intensity,
mysell as hard as 1 RE :In-thhnktm:gnme
can while I'm in there. against Waterford might

Juat the effort doing the
exercises themselves, the  mi
amount of effort it takes to

be i hit more opsen, that
wark bo my benefit.
foct that I hadn"t

that strength back into  played contact hurling in
:Elt:-,tle:. it's somet m achampionship setting all
never experienced Ear doesn 't compare i

ing in fraining contact,

p el Iyt
I wasexiremaly Cug, . Be T

and T eouldn't imagine

!uu-.-i,:u to go through that  came on in the last fwo
Fﬂhnmmlr if I had games [ was blowing

m,l would, because that's  smoke,” she Iaughs.

the mantaltw I have any- =gut [ do find it"s harder

way, hut I can't imaging, to come off the beneh.

wonld get more out of my-
self if I did start, but it's a
case of do they want me
there at the siart or the

ar but adoiire, people who
do that two and thoes
times and come back tine
and thme azain hecuss

it's prabably one of the finlsh.
matthingx von'llever "Thal_‘e- not to sny I
m ugh in your sport- waouldn't finizh the game,
ing career:” bt that"s the risk you
Ii's in Thompson®s n- take, At the end of the day
fure to live on the edge in -~ i they (management)
woenr her heart on mmlmmlthnm[utuhu
1 sleeve, show oo fear, the opporiunity,”

Sarah Burrows from Newcestown camogie clubwas on the

All-ireland Cork UG camogie

team last weekend

when they defeated Galway by one polint on a final score-
line of 0-11, Galway 1-7.

Goal-scoring exploits

will be key

If Cork are

to avoid cagey final

CORE may bt strong favour-
ites to win sunday's All-Tre-
land camogle final at Croke
Park against Waterford, but
they will need to improve
thelr goal-scoring explolts if
thiey want to avoid getting em-
broiled in o tight cagoey affair,

They grabbed two in the
queartor-final win over Kitken-
ny, through captain Amy
O'Connor and Katrina
bMackey,. but only raised twa
green flags in the four eague
and champlopship pames they
played against Galway.

You would expect that they
wll meed a poal or fwo booomae
oaut on lop on Supday.

They did not need one & fort-
night age when getting on top
of Galway by 015 to 246 in the
semi-final in Nowian Park,
but Waterford, who are ap-
poearing in their ficst final in 7§
years, will be confident af
scoring a couple of their own,
a5 they have regisiered 14 in
their four championship
Eaped to date,

Cork lost the 2022 and 2021
finals ta Kilkenny and Gal-
way, 50 there will be no shori-
age of motivation. That experi-
ance of playing on the big
stage that is the All-Ireland
fimal can welgh o team down
when they have kost a few de-
ciders bt the hopa would ba
that Matthew Twomey's sicde
can wiilise the experience gar-
nered from those bosses,

[':,I-I"I'-{!-HI:'}". thig I% com-
t}'n': tely new territory for

ard, and the accasion
might wall get to them, al-
though it must be noted thad
they remain the only andes
feated alde in this year's
championship after four wins
1 m prow against .Pml;rlm. Lim-
arick, Offaly and Tij

In saving that, hot HII -
ny and Galway were also un-
difeated bofors thay an intoe

CAMOGIE

& Derek Daly

Cork., Waterford had an easy
trte in Group C, beating Of-
faly, Limerlck and then An-
irim by 20, 14 and 21 poknis, re-
spectively, to secire an anto-
mathe semi-finnl shol

They weni inbe that semi-
final against Tipporary as
updlerdogs, but were worthy
winners by 1-12 o 1-110; desplin
heing seven points down after
M minutes.

Of course, Cork are here on
tha back of defeating their
bagey side Galway, who hacl
beaten them in tle opening
gamne of Group 1 in June,

They haidl alse lost to Guils
wiay In the league final in
April when bosing by 2-13 to 1-
12 in Croke Park, afber the ear
lier encounter at Paire Ul
Chaolmh had finished 1-10 to
1-11 to Galway.

Afer losing three times (o
the same opposition in less
than foor months it wis @ sites
able monkey to get off the
ek,

Cork had an age up their
slesve In their wins aver Kil-
kenny and Galway, with that
belng the strengih of their
bemch. Being able to introduos
plavvers of the ealibre of Cliona
Healy, Orla Cronin, Aisling
Thoempson, Laura Hayes and
Orlaith Calalane io be closirs
almost seemed like cheating,
and Cork can fool confident of
winning ouat wiith such
atrenth in reserve.

Having lost tlae Esg tea Adl-
Irelnnd finals to Galway and
Kilkenny, Cork got their re-
venge in (ha s 1o games.

It would be A shame If thu,;
wepre to nob complete the
bty bringing the O'DalTy
back to Leeside on Sunday
night.




Gunners hotshot

determined to seize
Déise’s big moment

MMNIE Fitzperald's  ~
primary schoal year.
Dk wes poaaled oant

h'_l' = Younger Sigier

Feeth [ase week, A timely find
e,

They e clearly & creative
barnicly over in Ballvgunner,
producing end-of-lerm year-
tonks as o little memenio for
thiedr cheparting sixth-clnes
stindenis.

Heth had goad reason for
panlling aul and dasting down
ey aliber skEter s yearbaak
from 10 yissrs age. One of the
quiestboaes put to Al eand e
resi of the Ballyvpunner class
of 2013 was to name an ambi-
tion of theirs going farward,

Amd whiat disl 12-year-ohd
Annie Fitzgoerll wirite™ Only
that alwe wanted 1o Wi a 26
bor Alk-Irelamd with Water:
finrd.

The Ddifee camogie (eam
wirren't even sendor at the
time, They weren't oven long
ok af junbor, having won pro-
meotion from the thicd tier (o
itermedinte jus] two Years
earlier in 2011,

Ekiat thair status didn't
malera job o voung Annie.
Her moal was o win a senior
Adl-Iroland in white and the
reality of the couniy’s low
standing ot the time wasn'
going e get in the way of her
ilreams.

Ten years on, Fitzgerald
W AEE Bk oaut vk corner-forward
o e Waterford tessm that
goeg b search of e CHEniy's
first senbor camogie All-lre-
Inmd.

Upset Cork ot Croke Park
on Suniday amd she can pot a
large tiek beshde hor primary
sehwol Yearbook goal,

“1t would be evervihing to
win, 1t s the thing you drenm
af,” the 22-vear-old begins.

“When we were leaving pri
mary schoal, thero was a little

e Dwmp rl. o e )
Champizashin fim

Cork v Waterford

S-I:di:rtrﬂthk Hm
Referes: THC
TV:RTE2 “"

I:'uqh.m Curmicanh

vearbook and we woere asled

what was our ambitich. Mine
literally savs, {o win a senior
Adl-Treland,

“Growing up, 1 would have
watcled Trish Jnckman. | ne-
member being in Croke Park
and seeing Trish wien Water-
ford won the junior i 2011
idnckman was midfield amd o
leading light of that team).
Trish i= the same chib as me,
g0 | was lucky 1 had  bot of
role models bocally,

“T had completely For-
gotten nbout the vear-
book and the answer
1 gavie vimitil my
sister found it [ast
week, [tismad
hesw it has almost
corme full sirele 1
wits 12 wrdting
that, 2o It i3 a nics
memory o have,™

When Waterford
climbed from inter-
meedinte to senbor, Flizger.
el wines theele water gir] for (le
county's first seazon back ai
the top table in 2006,

From carrying oart botiles of
waler o carrying some of the
sooring bad, Filzgerabd joined
the set-up two years or
when curpent Cork hurling

cosch Dongal O Bourke took
charge.

Erasmus toak her away
from the panel for a vear and
she then dechibed to focis
solely on foothall at inter-
county bevel in 2002,

What motivated her to re-
prise her dual status this sea-
som was sltting in the Hogan
Stand last July watching
Waterford lead Cork all the
way to the 560h minnte of their
All-Ireland semi-final and the
subszequent phone call she had
with new manager Sedn
Power,

“To be honest, it killed me 1o
be sitting in the stand watch-
ing that match,” she says of
Waterford's 0-15 ta0-10 semi-
final defeat to this weekend’s
final opponents,

Wi finished an the foothall
gkl around two weeks belone
the camaegie semi-final and 1
was gitting in the stand thad
afternaon in Croker thinking:
'Jﬁﬂs 1 'I-'-'ﬂu.]d b Po e play

i
E'-':H.ﬂ'l slse glad ihen that
Power got in touch shortly
after being confirmed as
Derek Lyons” sucoessor.
Fitzgerald had
Bever spokon §0 tha
TeW manager be-
fiore but was m-
makiately struck
by his level of de-
takl and plarnning
for the season
oW almosl cof-
clnded. He had her
=% sold very early In
thedir conversation.
“It was the organtsatlon
that menlly stood ot to mee.
Sesin hod a whole backroeom
team in straightaway, where-
a% gometimes you are grab.
hing peopbe with canmogie and
1t 1= mot s set wp as this was.
“There has been no stone
left unturmed. Everyvthing we

STRIKING A POSE: Annie

Fitzgerald meets fans

of Waterford camodgie at their

training base in Carriganare.
Pictue via Waterfoed Camogie

ask for is there for ns. The pro-
fesslonaltsm and some of the
teaining we are doing is train-
Ing wies have never done hefors.
Mot as much ranning, more
really, really infense ball
work.

“Everything ts thers for-us;
Just even gear for exarmple,
The tast few weaks, we haven'
heen g for anyihing, 1t
has boen hit tons,
as before maybe we would
have been the ones asking
peopli. That is all done for us
now, which really helps. You
don't have to be thinking
aboart where we are going to
:ﬁ_ll:‘l:hu mamey firom for this or
that.”

The ndece of former Water-
ford hurer Shane O S5uallivan
aurtl first cousin to Paaric and
Philip Mahony lias added toa
forward unit orchestrated by
the irresistible Beth Carton
(pictured). In tlhedr fonr qamu
an the road to Croker, F

ak has cl ped 16 from play.

improversents on
m:ul I:Iﬂ'I]lE'ﬂE umder Power,
Waterford's final hisfory —
Sunday is their first final ap-
pearance since 145 — sng-
pests there ane o guarantess
Fitzgerakd will get another
chiance any time soon fo real-
Lﬂlﬂ' 12-venr-ald vearbook

“Wou nesid fo gral this op-
poriunity with both hands, es-
peckally in Waterford. T you
look af the hurlers, they got to
a final in 2000 and they seem
far away from that at the mo-
mest, 50 you fust don’t Ko
when you will get back there,”

2 &

O'Connor lauds

Paul Keane

Cork captain Amy O'Connor
has praised the i
attitude shown by fit-again
Ashling Thompson who is
pushing for a first start of the
seagon In Sunday's All-Tre-
land eamogie final.
Thompeon walked off the
c:mhe Park pltch disappointed
after mbksing a stoppipe-time
'ﬁepﬂrruu!ts to bevel last year's
|:|_ Dimplex decider against

“'E'EF[; later, the Milford
midfielder suffered & cruclate
Enee ligament injury, bot
refurned tofeature as a subsil-
tute in this season’s quarter-
and semi-final wins over
Kilkenny and Galway, re

1y
Thompson's steadying in-
fluence around the middle
third was clear in the semi-
final win over Galway, who'd

previously beaten Cork thros

timis this year, leaving boss
Matthew Twomey with & wel-
comi silection headache this
Wil

O"Connor said she's in the
dark about whether Thomp-
son will start against Water-
ford, but praised her recovery
from the career-threatening
iy,

“Ashling Thompson has
roeactod like a profeasional ath-
lizb in disiling with her injury
sinoe it happenod to her.” said
0'Connor, “Credit where
credit {5 due, she was abso.
lutely phenomenal, o regi-
mental in her recovery, and
I'm delighted for her becanse
she’s flying In trajining. She
looks great, she looks sharp,
E&Tﬂ!ﬂ' really went about i

tway.™

Tho ﬁﬁ the field mo-
ments after that Lite, late wide
im last vear's final and cut a
broken fgnire, retiirning later
to join her colleagues on the .

Sole focus has helped O'Keeffe take final step

In another year., Sinédad
O FKeedlie might have been pre-
paring for fwo All-Ireland fin-
ale i o week.

However, the decision to
concentraie on camopgie has
probably cled ont fmpeove-
ments that have helped her
and Clare get over (hedr 2emi-
firul lswmp to be putting the
finishing touches to their
prepacations for the Glen
:‘rln:pkg: r"-ill It'-r.tﬁland premier
unior final againat Tipperary
i Croke Park on Su .

OF course there & a lln.ne of
regret alwut missing oul on
Hhe Il footbnll squad’s All
Ireland intermediate declder
sovon days lafer nt HQ bt
commuting from Dublin for

EHnEva'rmrJum Ad-Ireland
Chamysiceheg fisd

iraining and games becamae
:ﬂ-:ru:l toigl. Semething had to
.

*“Travelling up and down to
Dublin was a bit difficult try-
kg tumanugt'buth g0 1 com-
mitted to camogie for this
year,” expliadns O Keefle, who
will lead John Carmody’s
beam ot as caplain, =1t been
godng well ewionsly and I'm
delighted for the foothatlers
that they"ve goi to the final as
well Your'd love o be theime but
it was very hard and the deci-
sion has pald ofT in terms of ca-
hl(ql?;m' And [ know all ihe girds
i the fpothall &o s gread for
them, Hopefully we ean both
elo et over the line.”™

t 38, the Kikmaley defender
has been a panellist since 2018
and seaing 8o many minors
caming into the squad over

the past 15 months or 50, she
does feal like Methuselah at
tlmes. The Blaod has in-
fused and energy how-
aver and O'Rourke believes
that the national sisdivm will
sult them as they bid to com.
ﬂﬁﬂnﬂﬂuh]l: having anmexed

H:' League Division 3B

fer this year,

'"Tl']l!' game plan we've
worked Tkgé:ﬂ“ar is u:l.llir:
4= Ta LT Ng olr w
and depth In our forwards so
wio're hopling to be able fo use
Croke Park to that effect. We
know it°s a massive field so
wa're getting ready for that,

At the start of the vear we
wanied o gef back to n semi-
final frst of all and then get

over it. We knew when we
drew Armagh it was be-a
tough game. To get to the final
vy kave ta beat everyvone in
firant of you so we didn't leok
too much at them, played oor
owm pume and focised on g
g over the Hne,

“We haven't plaved Tipp so
far this year but we played
them last year in Munster and
the All-Ircland. Both those
Eamis came dowm (0 the wire
and we robbad them in one of
those games =0 we Know
they ' re a vory tough team,
very physical and you conld
metl ahjn their se%ﬁjﬁn!
agninst Roscommon. ™
godng e bring that physicality
#o we have to be ready for that,

“Clare GAA are contribuo-
timg all their funds from thedr
match programmes for the
next couple of wooks fo the
two Clare teams in All
finals, to the camogie and (o
m:thd!tff f?htilb#h; Iflh:!!hmk

's.a huge thing. st
It may have been 'nerl_. iepar
ate but that slnife for
uz and we're delighted 'r.he-}
willing to do that. That's &
diriving force for ns,

“We've talked 10 the likes of
(Clare hurlers) Conor Cleary
and Tony Kelly lately-and they
lt_n'i'iil'e 5-:1'5-'"1-5 how they }rgze-
GUOWIREG OUr games. t
AIEANE agla Hu
bums on seats and
we’ll pet that for the final,”



Thompson for comeback

hetr ORI Oty e
ph.
*“If you were to ask me who 1
would want to have the ball in
that situation, it would be
. sapd O"Connerof the

long-rangt score attempt:
“Ehe was very, very unlucky
with the shaot. [ think she took
it hard. But she's long enough
iﬁ the : nhtzw b Kmvowe that
these things happen.”™
Last month; #ﬂmpsnn‘s
partner, Limerick hurling
star Darragh O'Donovan, cél-
ebrated All-Ireland success at
Croke Park. The expectation
iz that there'll be more cel-
ahrations on Sunday for the
couple, theugh O'Connor
bailked at the suggestion that
Cork's semi-final win could be
considered the real final.

Opponents Waterford will
beix featuring in thedr first final
ginee 1945, and have never
won the tiile.

“You can't looak at it that

way,” sald O'Conner. “You'd
e a fool to look at it that way.
Waterford are 8 very. very
good team, The throe top
teams. who hawve traditionally
met in the final, were on the
sarme sbde of thedraw. Bul you
can't ook past Waterford. It's
podng to be & very, very diffi-
cult game for us.

“Belng n Muonster, we have
come across them a huge
amoaint. This is the first vear
we haven't played them too
aften, funnily enough. We
anlky played them onee.®

As it happens, Cork lost that
encounter, & Munster
%tl:arl.er-l'lmi at Paire Ui

snimhb in-late April, It was
the first fime in more than a
dozen outings that they"d
beaten Cork

Waterford went on to lose
the subseguent provincial
semi-final heavily to Tipper-
ary, but bowneed back with o
perfect recaord in their All-Ire-

land group and they gained re-
vange with a Wowlhon Park win
owver Tipp to secure this Suns
day’s showddown.

Cork desorve coedit oo fora
battling campakgn, pulling off
some huge wins 2 being
siripped of dual players for
sEveral gaimes,

"“We had three dual clashes
this year.” said four-time All-
[reland winner O'Connar. "It
meant, unforfunately, that we
were withont four players for
one gama and two for two
othor games. It's not keal for
preparations."”

Some on Leeside wondered
if the dual clashes and the
failure to re-arrange those fix-
tures amounied toa punish-
ment of sorts, for the stiong
stance Cork took regarding
the All-Star trip protest ear-
lber this year.

“Ah no, I'd take no iodice of
that,” said O'Connor, “[t was
what it was"

McCarthy: League
loss to Deise was a
turning point for us

Therese O'Callaghan

She is only 23 yvears old since
Sunday week, yot the talented
Saalrzs MeCarthy has become
A natural leader,

In February, the Courcey
Rovers star captained MTU to
Purcell Cup victory, She has
the distinct konour of winning
o stagpering trio of minor, In-
termiedinte and senior All-Imo-
lamd b mednls in 2018,
and would be forglven for
thinking all her w3 had
came together,

Unfortunately, a barren
period followed, and she will
be sooking her first sendor
mvédnl on the Gedd of play this
weekemnd.

“It's a long time ago now,™
shé reclls, “We haven™t won a
senior slnce 2018, The minor
All-lreland was prob-

ably the best day of -

our lives becanse
we did it with our
friends. wo beat
Galway. We beat
Dpwen I the inter-
mediate, and Kil-
kenny in the senlor. W

“That senfor
medal isn't roally
ars, We plidred mo
miniates with the
senlors, we were
playing with the in-
termediates and
wore senior sibs.”

Her love of the game
was fosterad from an
earfy age with role madels
in plentifuil supply,

“Growlng up, you are
watching Sara Haves, Ra-
chel Moloney, Christine
O'Wetll, Jecinta Crowley in
the club.

“1wvas only talking te Laura
Hayes about this, her sister s
dolng the pitch walk with the
U145 at halfdime in the final
My self and Laura have the
pleture of ourselves doing the
plich-walk in Croke Park in
2014 when Cark wod.

“natthew (Twomey) was
imvabved with the manage-
ment team back then. A
Lot of the gicls I'm play-

ing with now wore plaving
that day, aml we were waich-
It on the stands.”

A versatile performer too,
comfortable inany pasition —
even i wg are in an age where
Jeraey numbers aren’t as rel-
ovant as L

“Wherever I'm put, | genu-
inely don't have o proference.,
Last vear | plaved wing-back.
‘The start of this vear [ was ot
micdfield. I am now habf-for-
ward. The competition for
places is masslve. If me being
moved can create space that
sits someone else, that ks fing

PrL,

"Playing wing-forward is
really the same position as
last vear playving wing-back,
because | was pushing for-
ward. The sume with midfeld,
You are dolng the same job,

jnst in different places.”
- Manager Twamey has
dipped heavily into
subs L LTHS
ing this champion:
ghip, She dismisses
t any fear factor of

Teing tnken off

=l don't think

you think about it that way.
You are out there (o do your
Job and do it to the best of your
ability. You are not loaking
aver your shoulder, [ don't
think anyone is. If you are not
m'h'ihu it pﬁd clawy, whili'h can
b eally, your ave happy
to mjmema 1:11:3 do l]H‘-.'_‘Il:lE:l
En route to the decider,
Cork knocked oul two of the
big three in Galway and Kil-
kenny. Kooplng n lid on expee-
{ztiones will be imporiani.
“WWe have (o focus game by
gama. That iz our job. We
couldn't look past Kilkenny
and Galway. We worked very
hard all over the {iell ansd the
subs coming on was a huge
LR

=1 do enjoy the build-up. 1
caught up in it sometimes,
king at the igns in the vil-

lage (Balkinsphttlo). But [ also
feel ke we haven't taken any
thing for pranted

“There is no small All-lre-

Land final, There is no bsud
team that gets to an All-lre-
land final. We know what it is
Like b 20 into an All-lrekand
ftnal as underdogs and vou
don't write vour-

gl off aver.

Whnterford will

I
= b no diffirent,
"-PFFFF “They have

teiten us already
this vear in Pidre Ul Chnoieml
In front of & big {Cork) crowd
That was a turning poini for
L%,

“It was a bit of o reality
chisck for sure, especindly alter
losing the league final a
coupbe of woolks boforn, Wo've
had enough reality checks.

“Waterford don’t have any
bad players. They have
guality all over the pitch. We
are looking for a perlormance,
If thé medal comes, it will be
Thank Gad.”

Sacirse McCarthy: ‘Competitien
fiar plates is massive. I me

being moved can areate

space, that is fine by me.”

Burke: Meath can follow lead of Waterford and Antrim

Ellen Burke captains the
Meath team attempting to
overeome Derry in Sunday's
Glem Dimplex All-Ireband In-
termediate Camagie Cham-
pinnship at Croke Park.

She plaved at HE first in
2017 when Meath drew with
Cork in the final, before
coming out an top in the re-
play at the Gaelie Grounds,
and she was back this year as
Eerry denied her Very Leagie
Diviston 24 silverware by the
adld point in 27,

“For myself, the 2007 final
went over my head and that's
one af the thimgs 1 said to the
girls, be present in the mo-
ment dnd ey a3 mach as wou

can tovemjoy it

(len Dirnple: Enbormioate AN Jrobnd
Champsonship final '
Derry v Meath
Sunduy: Croke Pk, 245pm
Refiree

TR

TEC
S &

*1 would hnve been serioks
and superstitbons with things
bt 1*we definitaly just learmed

toenjoy the big days,
“Having the League final
thera this vear i & ma3aive ad-
vantagps bo ot grls, particu-
larly the younger ones, They
weren't fazed at all when we
were up there in April but it's
great for them to have that.
Thie seale of the sendor chal-
lenge was too stoop and they
were rolegated in 2005, but
have been competitive at in-
termadiate since, renching the
semi-fimnl every season.
They had failed to sur-
maouni that partioular hordbe,
however, until secing off
neighbours Westmenath ina
flerce tussle at FED Semple
Sadivm 12 days age.
It put toobed any notions

that they woald not cope with-
oul the lependary Jdone Dolin
and Aocife Minogie, who
stopped away after years of
SETVICE.

Both are still attending
games, suppoerting their
friends and former team-
mates, and Dolan still #ends
the odd enconraging text that
Burke appreciates. But there
is no shortage of know-how in
i tesm,

“We've been the brides-
malds the last three years
with somifinel defeats and
there wiis & Lot of nokse around
players we lost at the begin-
ning «of the year and murlc
thinking we might be golng
through @ rebadbd.

“But the core group of
players Lo still very experi-
enced and in every line on the
pitch there is a leader there
that standsup.

“People lead through their
actions on the pitch s0 we
pever really noed to say a
whale Lot, But we've spoken
about being a resillent group
and the importance of the top
four Inches so definibely hav-
ing the likes af Clalre (15
Aaife Minogue and players
like that is imporiant. They
know how (o stepdy thinl;s-'

Among the many positives
1o date is the emergence of
voung talent in the likes of
Anife Carey (Ma Fianna),
Emma O'Connell { Ratoath),

amnd the twins Grvee and Kathe
Connolly (Killyon) all in their
first seasons,

They are a similar age to
Burke when she was calbed up
in @013 She is Impressed by
how other conniics have
shown that it's possible for an
intermediate-winming outlit
ko coment itself at senior Level
i everyihing is right- .

“There's a lot of learnings
from secing the likes of Water-
fivrd and Antrim. Antrim have
definltely been lmpressive o
b able to mnks [t stick.

"There's somaething there in
how they 're strocturing
things and the developimenl
they're bringing through thai
1eas (o be pdmired,™
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FOUR REASONS
CORK CAN WIN

Arvry OConewor. Hannat
Looney. ust some of the
Cork players whi ks
what It takes towin an All-
Ireland. Mo Waterfond player
can say that. It will coumt foy
alot on Sunday, especially
fpoing into the Cosing Stages.

FOREWARMED: The |ast
time the Rebels played
wiaterfared, Uiy st =18

10 1=15 i thie ks ter
champlonvship at the end o
April, Cork bossMatthew
Tevomizy will Know thi
Dickses threat snd wil
come U with a plan to STog
it. Warth nating oo that
\wiaterford almiost beat Cork
in i e Al - e s S e final in
20220 Croke Park.

BEMCH: Cork brought on
five subs sgainst Galway,
Alslirg Thimpsan, Laursa
Hayes, Cliana Healy. Orfa
Crondn and Orlaith Cahalane.
AN are potential match-
winmers, whichis aphus for
Cark. These ‘finkshers’ could
ke the dilference here,
Thils souad row has strength
n depth that, perhaps. It
s nching hefore.

DETERMIMED: Four major
firusts In thee last three years,
igst themall, including the
Last two All=breland deciders.
Cork will have that stat

ins theeir minds during the:
ek and willlbe gLnning o
right therse wronizs. Thisis a
huge'opportuniby oo that
againsl A side that wenen't
considered in the iop thres
before the season.

BY MATTHEW HURLEY .

She’s only 22,

' but Saoirse
| McCarthy has
'developed

‘into aleader
for Cork

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

| SARA Hayes isn't surprised 1o

| soe Saoirse MeCarthy develop
intoa beader for the Cork camio-
gie team,

The Courcey Rovers legend
coached McCarthy in her un-
derage davs with their home
clhub, and there were some ell-
tale signs that the Ballinspittle
native had star quality.

1 had Saoirse when she was
UlA. She was the safié wn-
derage as she is now but has
developed 5o much more ath-
leticism, drive and hunger, cx-
plains Hayes, who hersell has
wom five senior All-lreland with
Cork.

*Laoirse still had those things
when she was younger and 1
played her in positions where
she was allowed o roam, We
only had to work on small
things like tightening up her
swing when she was U6, She is
more athletic mow and SAFOAZET
than she was back then”

McCarthy's rise has been
incredible to watch, as the
22-year-old is already an All-
Star having scooped an award
in 2022, Her trophy cabinet is
fillimg ug quickly, with a player-
of-the-match award from the
AllIreland semi-final the latest
addition.

It was larmer Cork camo-
gie boss Paudie Murray who
brought MeCarthy onto the
sentor panel, having coached
hier with the Cork intermedianz
tepm too, He liked whing he saw,

ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL: Cork v Waterford

her athleticism and she was
something different: a livewine
around the middle of the fiekd”
Murray says.

‘She wasn't lacking confi-
dence. Getting her settled in a
position was the one thing we
worried about when she came
in

There has been a bit of de-
bate as to what McCarthy's

“What impressed me was  best position is. Her versatili-

ty is noticeable. Current Cork
manager Matthew Twomey
has utilised her as a midfielder
thiz season, She played at wing
back kst season and was play-
ing in the forwards as recently
as 2020

“We played her in all sorts of
positions. | feel her best posi-
tion iswing back because that's
where she plavs her best hurl-
ing, Murray saic. 'l think she

necded 1o be moved around
this year because they had a
high level of injuries. They were
plugging gaps in various dif-
ferent places, Her versatility
has helped the management
greatly this vear,

‘As an attacking wing back, 1
think she’s unstoppable. She’s
gor a good hand, shes got a
very good strike and 1 think
ghe would worry the opposition

‘Her versatility has
helped the management
greatly this year' -
Paudie Murray, former
Cork camogie manager

tearing down the field
Sara Hayes. however, hav-

Cork held their nerve in tough spell

EY KIERAN McCARTHY

‘AMY O'Connor can’t ever re-
member a losing run like it.
 Between March 26th and June
#rd, Cork lost four games in a
rove acroes three competithons.,
‘Challenging times for the Re-
bsgls.

There were three defeats to
Galway, including the Division
1 beague final and the opening
group game of the All-lreland
championship, as well as a
shixck Munster boss 1o Sunday's
All-Ireland final epponents,
Waterfond

The darkest loaer came be-
fore the davwn of 2 Cork team
that has since knocked out
reigning Al-lreland champions
Kilkenmy and bogey team Gal-
wiay enroute to Sumnday's show-
down with the Déjse (5pm).

I don’t think we ever had that
in my fime with Cork camao-
gle O'Connor says. “This is my
tenth season and we have never

“‘We always kept the
faithand we alway

knew what we were
trying to achieve’
— Amy O'Connor

lost that many games in a row
or even ina season,’

But Cork didn't buckle, In-
stead. thay pulled 1ozether.

"Wealways kept the faith and
we alway knew what we were
trying to achieve, the Cork cap-
tadn 1odd this week's Star Sport

T,

*Even in those gamés we
didn’t play too poodly at all; in
the championship first-round
gamc apning Galway we wene
exeepeional forthe first 20 min-
utes sowe knew we were on the
right track, '

“The important thing was
not to panic. As o group we

frust ¢Ur Management team
‘and they trust us as playérs.
We didn’t want to peak in the
middle of May, we want to be
where we are now.’

To emerge from that peri-
od and then emback ona rum
that has seen Cork reel off wins
against Down, Clare, Kilkenny
and Gablway highlights the re-
silience in this group. O"Caonnor
points out, oo, the injuries the
Cork camp had at the time, but
it nll seems tobe coming wogeth-
er at the right moment. The in-
Jjuries have cleared up: just look
at the subs Cork brought on in
the semi-final against Galway
— Cliona Healy, Laura Hayes,
Orla Cronin, Ashling Thomp-
soi1 and Orlaith Cahalane. It
feels Kike this jigsaw is coming

It is a building process, it
hasn't happened overmight,
we have been working to-
wards this fiora long time now,
four-time All-lreland winner

Scan this QR code tolisten
to this weelk 's Star Sport
Podcast.

O'Connor explains, but there
are exceptional people in the
dressing-roos, excepiional
characters, brilliant plavers
and all-ronnd good people and
it's nice 1o be part of & group
:1::1"1“!- Evervene has that one
It been a jourmey these last



ing played at wingback herself,
thibnes WeCartley wioulbd be bet-
ter used at midfiekl

‘She can make it back to the
full-back line and then into the
half-forward line, he s so ath-
letic. She has the running 1o 2o
backwards. | always saw her
a5 being a midfiglder for-the
Caork senfors in time 1gaid it to
her, savs Hoves, who was never
canvinced playing McCarthy at

and havereapedrewse

few years, with Cork lesing
the kst two All-Ireland finals,
and the tast two league decid-
ers also, so to be back within
touching distance of the game’s
higgest prize is a nod to the
character of O'Connor and
Co. Leading the charge is the
Knocknabesney woman with
an infectious love for the game.
"It’s & pure and utter love for
the game. | know that might
sound like a cliche but 1 just love
playing camagie. | love playing
with Cork because everyone is
an the same page w Sveryome
has the same goals, and that's
what I enjoy; savs Cork’s
top-scoring forward in
this champsonship cam-
i with 4-33,
Fl:HI‘-EI:In:-l'r experience & key, She
has lived the huild-up 1o an
milireland final seven times
belord mugan rake itall in her
st fisebs Inmailiar,
and she Tl 1o har routine.
' Conmor plans wo work wp 10

corner forwand was the right
ITOVE.

1 knew that was the wrong
place for her. She gets scones
et she needs a bit of space, We
can see mow when she played
at wing back last year she just
excelled. She i a joy to wateh
when she's in full flight. téaning
upthe wing and she has a mas-
sive strike at the end of it She
ean score from 50 yards out,

Friday evening; she is a senior
project manager at Workyvi-
v, an internal comemunication
platform recently acquired

" by Zoom. On the All-Ircland

final day itsell she knows it
inside-out, too. She's relaxed,
confident in the work and ex-
perience this
Cork team

Sanirse Mol arfimny was
of thee e
All-frelan

no problem. She can-also belt
it into the net if choser in. She
is very versatile but wing back
or midfeld iz the place for her,
there's no doubt abour it
Regaridless of her position,
the one thing that McCarthy
T in sprwdes is determination,
‘Her drive is just admirable
and she had the same playing
for MTU this year. She was the
one that won the Fureell Cup

rds since

CHAMPIOMSHIP SCORERS (including Munster and All-inefand sexies):
Adrey O Conreor 4-33 (21, 5 45): Katrina Mackey 3-15 (2} Chioe

for them.” Hayes insists. 'She
Just wants every ball She ks
lenider and alwiys positive. Péo-
ple look upto her but they akso
expect her todo it because she
can, She's very eagy 1o eoach,

takes things on board, Hstens
and there was never sy back-
hat from her.!

Paudie Murrsy concurs,

1 alvrays knew that to makeit
a1 the highest level vou needed
to have a high level of desire.
To me, she has made it even
though there Is 2 lot mare in
her, e savs.

"You don't get there without |
that derermination. The yéar
she wak minoeds, we brought her
straight back into the interme-
diate team and she had a mas-
£ivie bearing on that even 25 an
18-vear-old, We woubdn'c have
been able to win the All-Ireland
without her, Muorray saicd. |

Look ar her all-action dis-
phays recently against Kilkenny
amd Galwany.

“When she got gring against
Kilkenmy, we went with her and
the same against Galway when |
we really needed her, Matthew
Twomey savs on this week’s
Star Spert Pedeast,

‘Mothing phases her’, he

jusgt has a job 1o do. She loves
pucking the ball. Loves playing
camagie. That's what you want.

MeCarthy is alsoa plaver who |
drives this Cork team on, and |
will be key n Sunday’s All-Ire-
land final against Waterford in
Croke Park.

“Whien the pressure Came o
against Galway, she stepped up |
with a great poknt out on the |
sideline. For Cork to win an |
All-Ireland, they would need |
her o be performing at a high |
level, Paudie Murray notes.

*Shee is wp there with the best
this geason. I think there is an
awful ot more in that girl and
she can become one of the top
players in the country in a num- |
h..'l"ﬂ'r }'I:-'H.I'E.. |

Cigerson 0-11 (5l Soncha MoCartan 1-5: a8 5mith, Chona Hoaly (-5
pach, Flonakeaing ¥-2: Emima Murphy, Sackrse kcCartiry 0-4 eadh;
Cvla Cronin 0-3 [#): Clodagh Finn, Laura Hayes 0-2 sach; Acife Healy,
Harnah Looney, Origih Cahalane 0-feach.

RESULTS: Mursster — Cork 115 Waterfond 1-18. Af=Insland — Dork

D-12 bahay t-l]l.gmq::l-.mh 2T Daopmin '|-1'D{|_=:.I'l:l.m-ﬂ‘.|:.l:lh 3-19
Clare 0-8 (groupl; Cork 2- 14 Kilenny 2-13 (quarterfinal) Cork 0-13 |

Gabway 2-6 [serm-final).
SCORED: 5-94{2-14 per gami
CONCEDED: T~67 {1-12 per game)

e

B

it

has threaded together. |
‘Against Galway and Kilk-
enny they were two very dif-
ferent games kgalnst o very |
different teams with two very |
different styles so it's nice 1w
knaw vou haye thar work in |
the bank. she says, The feeling |

after those gomes was rellel, |

Lwn fmportant steps that see
' Connar one win away from a
fifth All-Ireluned senior mexdal.

| year, Twomey

'H‘ ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL: Cork v Waterford iy

<
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Twomey
the favourites tag

BY MATTHEW HURLEY

GIVEN this is Cork's third
Alldreland senior final in a pow
and It's Whaterford's first since
1945, it"s sasy to understand
why the Rebels - an established
power at this level = are. the
favourites to win the O Duffy

| Cupon Sunday (5pm throw-in).

Haowever, Cork boss Mart-

thew Twomeey s not entertain-
ing that talk.

“That's cnly talk cutside our
dressing room. W have no talk
likoe thar,” Twomiey sayvs,

*Thee last two games (against

| Gakway and Kilkenny) we wenk

in as wnderdogs and ok no
natice of that either, We're too
lang in the toath now for thar,
wie have a lot of experience 50
e kenow there i3 a massive task
ahend of us,

Twomey only has to point
1w Cork's most recent meet-

: | ing with Waterford: a 1-18 1o
adds, ‘She doesn’t 2ot nerv- |
ous or anything like that. She |

1:15 defeas 1o the Dése in the
Munster senior championship
in April. Waterford might
be wiewed as the underdog,
but they're a team on the up,
Look at last years All-Ireland
semi-final between this Sun-
day’s opponents, as Cork came
from five points down in the
second half o win an epic (0-15

| 1o 0-10).

‘I think they
Tave been beat-
en once all

pointed out
on this week's
Star Sport
Podcnst.

"‘We were beatenby
three points in Munster,
but that flattered us’

W were beaten by three
paints in Munster, but that
fiattered us, They were a far
bestter team than us on the day.
Plysically and everything they
blesw ug out of i, We weren't
complacent going inte that
game cither and they: blew us
ot of i,

‘If wou want 1o go physical
with them, they bove it If you
want togo hurling with them,
theey lowe it It for us to come
wep with & system trying tobe as
competitive as wie can and just
coame wp with a game plan amd
stick toit.

A big plus for the Rebels is
the retwrn of Aisling Thoop-
son, Orla Cronin and Laura
Haves after injury layo(fs. The
dual stars in Hannah Looney,
Litby Coppinger, Aoife Healy
and Orlaith Cahalane also kave
one sport to focus on, Twomey
is now in a positlon where he
has lots of options, which has
nt abways been the case this

NEAT

"W were playing Down.and
there was abviously a fixture
clnsh when the ladies foothall-
ers were plaving Galway, We
had patentially 19 players fit
aut ol a panel of 32 and that's
100 percent legit. That's
whera we were, he sy,
“With all these players
back again, it is grear.

iCork riamnger
2 Twomey.

|
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This weel on our podcast ..

‘We chat to Cork captain
Ary 0'Connor and manager
Matthew Twomey ahead of
the All-Ireland camogle final

We round up the main talking
points from a hectic weekend of
club football champlonship action
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