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THIS year is shaping up to be a blg oma
for Mary O'Connor, who wants
women's sport 1o take advantage of
what she calls a “poerfect sborm

The Killeagh native, winner of seven
All-Ireland senlor camogie medals and
five in ladies’ foothall, is the CEQ of the
Federation of Irish Sport, which is
leading the "M’ inftiative, which
alms to help WoEen's sports prow and
develop.

Sporis have been encouraged B aim
for improvements of 20 percent ander
three headings and O'Connor s play-
ing o key role, She'is aware that Lthers
i% an opportunity there, but it won t
last forever.

=1 think we have a finlte length of
thme where this argument s valbd; i
I'm being very honest,™ shi: saya

“We have a huge opperiunity now,
on the world stage there are things
happening with wemen in sport and
ihe time is now to make sune we have
systems in place that we can't go back-
veards,

“Wamen's spart in lraland is in a
gocid place but con it got better? Abso-
lufely, there's appetibe for it and people
don’t sek it as a threal anyIEoere.

“We know there ane challenges but
wi need to be beoking at solutions and
how we're poing to get there rather
than continually going back over old
ground,” That's why D0xd0 is so0 Im-
portani.

“Ihye cumpalgn was lannchoed in Oe.
fober 2008 and we had 71 national gov-
erning bodies [MGES] and lecal sports
partnerships stgned up,” O'Connor
HANE,

=There were thres headings -
media coverage, participation or at-
tendances at games — and they all
skgned up to af least one of those, o in
gome instances all three, and they
would lave o plan for how to achiove
the stmted goals.

“Then, in 2019 Sport Ireland ap-
painted Nora Stapleton and brought
ot their Women in Sport Policy anc
Women in Sport funding. These three
things will complement 20020 and vice
versa, because the pelicy 15 going to
have ptoomies.

“Thyp poverning bodses will be able ta
really fine-tune thelr targets now be-
causs they have the resources and
somme of them have tnken on Women 1n
Sport Officers to drive that and that's
Lo LaTL.

“MNobody in the couniry owns
'women n sport’ and 20x20 doesn’t
elther, but what we're trying to dois
create a platform wiere real conver
satlons fake place and provide
strength bn andty.”

In terms of Gaelle games, (*Connor
acknowledges recont developments
but wants fo see a move away from
what she calls *sconekoard jonrnal-
f=m

“Ladbes” football has bein on an up-
wnre exrve for o number of yeara ™ she

mﬁ:ﬂamnﬂu i3 maybe caunghl s1iEhly
in the sonse of the sEe teams geiting
o final, wheeeas foothall has hod one
b ntly golting 1o the final

] i LE ' T |

Phoenkx Park, Dablin,
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novan and Emily Hega

bt apainst different finalisi. )

“1 think the point to make = ihat
tadies" foothall ign't even 5 yeatrs ald
vet and look what has been & chiesed
especially in the Last five or six Fears
and obviously this year again Ehors
wiis a record-breaking crowd.

“While the standard of foofEall in
the final wasn't fantastic. thai
shouldn’t take awny from the celilnre of
foothall all year, particularly tha: sam
finals, which were very good o walcs
s A spectacio, g

*1 think, the more exposkir: those
games outabie of finnls get, the: mon
important it is. 1 wos playving 5@ 28l
210 and up until 2006 and KT anly
the All-Ireland chimogle Mmd was
shown Hve and 1 1t happened bo be a
poor game. that defined peopl s per-
cirptions,

"W have to boable to Crivciiae a3
well ns admire the players andd seof just
mint fhoan aip there,

Sinead McGrath from Mayo is preserted with Ehelr award by Mary 0'Conner,
Regional Manager EBS during the Viltantess in Speet Awards presented by

iy ¥

wmmrﬁmimmﬁmﬂlmipm plctured making presentations to Pnrn'mf-
ety at the UL Sgports Star Awards in the River Lee Hotel.

Picture: Howard Crowdy

“It"s something Renn Buckley has
wld previously and 1 wonld have gone
on rescord with i, 1 don’t think any
plaver wants scoreboard journalism.
When 1 played camogie with Cork, 1
wat & hack and the backs were never
meationed, cnly the scorors.

“nly by actually covering the
games I a bit more detail and criti-
qulng thie players, that will create & bit
minre serjousness around them,”™

I Cork, there aré 8 numbser of wil-
vantiges compansd b otler conntkes,

“It"s something 1've ofien thought
aboamt” (PCoRNOr says.

*Obyviously, Cork hag a strong
Gaelic gameos background bat also a
stroeg backpround across & number of
eports, real diversity, That tradition s
there and woe're cky 10 e it.

*There's a huoge amount of ¥olumn-
teprs dodng untold work, that NAppens
in ewery county but in Cork there's a
preater opportunity o try 50 MANRY

CED of the Federation of Irish Sport, and Ridhard Gern
Federation of Irish Spart with EB5 at Farmieigh House
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Picture: Sam Bames/Sportif

@@ ! think, the more
exposure those
games outside of
finals get, the more
imporant it 15.99

Eparis.

=Sports compiement esch other ther
and theres world champlion or inter
national competitor who hasn't beet
alfected by & coach as a volunteer

“1t's really important from a femals
point of view that Cork gicls have the
apportunity to play a multitude o
sports and if they e specialising in ons
gport they get to play at 2chools, ool
leges, clith and county leval,

“We almost take that for granted. §
you're from another county. you
mighin’t get those opporiumnibies.

“We're also fortunate in that w
have & huge population, we have
wihde bhiase 80 it"s boohder at L Top.

"I the last few vears, 1've e
heartened that Cork underage team
have become sucoessfal again and
don’l think we can vnderestinnte th
importance of that.

“Sendor beams need a conveyar be
Andd 1L voIE s & W, Vot eed phaser
coming in who have had success

“WWhen [ plaved foolball or Cork
there was me, Juliet [Murphy]and Ve
[Valerie Mulcahy], who had won ni
thing nnderage DUl vou had Anpel
[Walsh). Brid [5tack], Briege (Corl
ery], Rena iBuckley], who had won
ot and feared nobody, iE was a perfec
siorm coming together.™



MUNSTER COLLEGES FINAL

whirlwind start gives Clonakilty
school platform for historic win

reports from
Mahon

ARTSS 2-9
URSULINE CONVENT 2-3

THE foundations for Sacred
Heart Secondary School's suc-
cess were laid in the dpening
quarter of the Munster Colleges
Junier A Camogie final at Castle
Road in Mahon last Sanorday.
Although they always looked
Bkely to prevail after forging 2-3
ahvead, however, they were made
to battle hard for the laurels by
Ursuline Convent of Thurles
at the same time, as Clonakilty
manager Brian Daly admitted
tn the wake of their historic tri-
umphe
“We had a brilliant start, as
wis the case in all pur games
this season when we knocked
the stuffing outof the opposition
early on,” he revealed.
It was a different swory this
i us under a
Mhﬁthhi:mapmﬂ
10 be hanging on at times in the
second half, we got there in the
end, and we're delighted.

Tr's a Grar Muonster jumor A -

the for the school in our first year
competing in the top grade, so
we're very proad of cur achieve-
ingly about the inpuat from the
defence, ;

"Even if we did concede bwo
goals, our backs were unbelicya-
blie, because they cut out the dam-
ger so many other times when
Ursulines came at us srongly in
the second-half!’

Such as Miamh Kennedy,
Kate O'Donovan and Alannah
O Brien were especially unyickd-
ing in front of Siofra Parwell,
who always inspired confidence
between the sticks and brought

'it's afirst Munster junior
Atitle for the schoolin -
our first year competing
inthe top grade, so
we're very proud of our
achlevement’

- BrianDaly, Sacred
Heart manager

off 2 superb save from Ursulines’
top forward Lucy Kavanagh in
the 33nd minute. 3

Leading by eight points at the
tirme, itwas obvious Sacred Heart
had a fight on their hands after
Kavanagh goaled for the Thurles
students to make it 2-4 to 1-3
seven minutes luer.

Switching Eimear O'Brien
from full-forward 1o centresback
helped 1o ige the winmers'
rearguard in the last-quarter,
however, with the result that
Ursulines, despite enjoying the

better of matters territorially,

“managed 1o register just one

more score before the finish.

That was another three-poine-
er from Kavanagh, which left
them 2-6 to 2-3 in arrears ap-
proaching the [ast ten minutes.

Eimear (VBrien’s free-taking
expertise enabled Sacred Heart
to ease to safety in the closing
stages, sealing a pillar-to-post
win kicked off by an opporiunist
goal from Katie O Drrisool] within
seconds of the throw-in.,

An excellent point from
hard-working midfielder Millie
Condon follovwed before O°Dri-
scoll found the net again, finish-
ing with style after slipping her
mearker and racing in from the
right in the fifth minute.

' Drriscoll and Eimear O'Brign
moved most menacingly in Sa-
cred Heart's inside line of artack
during the opening exchanges
- the latter making it 2-3 to nil
after landing a good score from
play in the 16th mimute.

Cagimhe Murphy also made

her presence felt at centre-for-
ward as Sacred Heart looked
equipped to fashion a facile vic-
tory before Ursulines dug deep
to stop the rot in the second

guarter.

Fortunately for Sacred Heart,
who didn’t waste a chance before
the break, Ursulines clocked up
five wides in the first-half, at the
end of which they trafled by 2-3
toi0-2.

Katie O'Driscoll drew first
blood for Sacred Heart within
pwo minutes of the turfnover,
but Ursulines steadily increased
their momentum as the second
half progressed, so much so that
the West Cork girls didn't add to
their tally until the 46th mimate.

Eimear O'Brien converted a
free, won by Millic Condon, 10
give Sacred Heart a five-point

cushion, 2-5 to 1-3, at that junc-
wre, and, primarily due v their
defiance in defence, they re-
mained on course for victory in
the last quarter,

SOOCeTS
SacredHeart: K O'Driscoll 2-1E

£ Birigr =7 [6F); M Conden 0-1
Ursulines: | Kavanash 2-0 K
ODwwyyer 0=2 (i, 165) M Finanagan
0=1f1

Sacred Heart: 5 Patwel
{Balirmarscarting ) Mkernedy
{Clanakity], K O'Donoven [Kibree),
AOBrien (Cionakdngk M Murply
(Kiteee), E Harrington Clanakity),
C wiite (do.k L Suaton (da) M
Condan (Bainascanimy ) Mingston
fido.), € Murphy (Kibree). A Wheiton
{Clgnakity ) K ODriscot{do.), €
OBrien (Ereisheanal, ODeasy
{Clonahity).

Congratulations to Sacred
Heart Secondary School who
won the Munster A Camogie
Colleges Final v Ursulines of
Thurles an a score line of 2-9
0 2-2 on Saturday

ABOVE: The victorious Sacred Heart

Well done all the girls and
management but a special
mention to the three club
members Millie Condon, Slo-
fra Pattwell and Maeve King-
ston.

Well done also o Millie
Condon on receiving the Re-
bel Og award on behall of her
ream last weekend, for cap-
taining the Ul4 Cork lndies to

an Al Ireland kadies football
s

-

_ School Clonakilty team pictured with the cup after thelr Munster colleges’ junior
Afinal triumph. TOP OF PAGE: Sacred Heart captain Eimear O'Brien converts another free for her team.

(Phoios: Trevor Patchett)

Our Star: Sacred Hesit skipper Eimear OBrien was invohed inihe
lead=upia thelr ficst poal pointed frees frem wirkous dstanoes and
anghes inthe second half, and mada & teling comribution when
switched rom attack bo oenéng back for the last quarter,

Star mament: Katie O'Oriscel’s second goal which pushed Sacred
Hean sever points aheadin the fifth minuie, was a fing indwidual effart,
Talking polnt: It was 3 second provincisl medalfor Kate ODonovan,
Alanah OrBrien, Lydia Sutton, Miks Condon, Maeve Kingston, Caoimha
Murpiw and Eimear O Brien — allof whem shared In Sacred Hear s

Munster-funior B succeda list yoar,

Wiat's maxt? Sacred Heart will take onthe Cormacht champlons inan
All-iretand semi-fnal 3t Clonakity on February 15th

Subs: K Ml [Coeakiny | or
Winheltan [ 27], N McCarttny (Kilbres)
Tt Harrington | 44),

Ursulines: ML O'Rourke; | Ryan,

G 0'Donned, E Gleeson E Kisly, N
MoCormack, L Hickesy: K Femcombn,

defence during thebig game.

E Poweer; L Pyan, L Kivanagh, &
By, HALEgerd MFlanagan,
H O Drarger, Sulbes: | Gleeson for
Fzgeradd (23}, DRyanlor Flanagan
(35), Puseet for Powor (43)
Rehenees G Sherhan
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The Sacred Hoait secondary school camagie Toam that won the
Munster lunlor A schoold’ camogie champlonship

e e ancour coashing within the sohool for  In racant yaars.
THE Bacred Hear Socondary m palve cn o cenalan Baain fram much guid il il “The fulure s bright for tha
3 o 4 i i looal club leame, agemant. NUMarGUn yaam. Ho pu !
ﬁ;“m:ﬁ::“&:ﬁ“éﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁfé’n- VILRAETL “Thia win highlights the ﬁrlﬂl n-fnn girls themselves put insa  muah work In, ;nhllnﬂ cam E I?t.:lT:'i i
Aot r hottma oiow. __@JohnBohane __ woriatsongonvinthe ucvorkate Trey esere LA A SSAMNIENS,  prirme o a mhanicied
i Anmipav T B LM Al o ' il frutibon, Our senlor fmam (his Alllraland nemi-final o
. Al he vanous clube and the Thoy arg graat ambakiadon Fuilion, Cur seniar |
'T'#,mg'féﬁﬁl!ﬁ?}'iﬁﬁ'aﬁﬁh“r}““' m: ml;:.lr_l Eﬁ;ﬁmlﬁ::: wf conGliog i Fuﬂ]nu in grant aned rafa models 'I-E; thﬁ gul‘ml Lﬂmn:’: hm'l: ?ﬂuﬁ? l':llln far 'ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁh‘fﬁ’ﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁ"ﬂw
8l school won ihe All-raland B have put in & lot of hard work  work prometing the gama and  and iha'r respectvh SLBR - € RE L camagio com:  In Fabruary,
[ it ynar bl iy iy avar e [ Ky monthe, iveoniy eSS D et final Iian and it was nice to win Glaran ks oagarly leoking for
i lini the A grade this  “The players aro keon 1o keep  playars. Wa can only da acar-  achodl alnce our Munster f A o ba that 1o,
o pronpore - 1 aahiaal |6 vory Redn 1o pro- W
int, tnin mmounl in 46000l Thera I8 Bucceas / !
1‘;'. m:l?r conoh Claran Mulsaly ';'.Tﬂiffﬂﬂﬂf' Efuﬂ' Ennl%h.d'- lbulehtm:l work golng on ﬂgmamhﬁ !:EL:HI; ml EE::II m::nh and all aporing lmﬂﬁ:gﬁﬂi o Hﬂ:ﬂﬁr
o waa dolighted with tho nalure — The playam on the successful Dty i Bcanoe, W viry talsnied squad  exeiling lime 1o ba involved
i3 L Wi fird reaping tha rewarcin hs baan an inspirationat i N & vory laniod Bgqua
’ u|I| 'f-l:ﬁ :H:I:I;ﬂhl win. Thare was Eﬂ?&dnﬂ I?i;lrrrr: ?I?#'vtnrluu- frgm ﬁd?dr;‘ﬂh:r; ihalr E“Gﬂrﬁ ""”"ﬂ'ﬂ"ﬂw :ﬂ tfmugm. 'I'Hl'_illl l;L r=“ r;'f: . :rm_.l; 1 ﬁi :-";:lylﬂ hln_v;‘n
et whints Blmaar Juks tima. ahouldar to 0l M ok ! : } |
iy "'ﬁﬁu'.l‘ﬁﬁ:u the :un.' Al 1 f:::.;m nru full &f pralga forthe  “Thalr paronis also desarva a for many years, They are great o work with, We  Coachiord, i ia » vary

panel played 8o well. Tha gins  greal conching thi playars re-  lot of praise as they provide so  "Hirian had baen involved in hawve achieved a 1ot of sugcess  time.”

. Paudie
Palmer

1M ALL probability, thers are nal
mnny oounties thsl cin bopst tho ke-
dtienos of reaulis, onjoved by the four
aunilor ndult Rebel teams, lasl woos
ko,

Tho comogio team hnd their first
ouiting of the new seasen, whon thoy
walcomed their Diiss npighbours, (o
tie st earpeted stadium, in the
conntey, and recorded o 1:18 to 0:12 vig:
tary, ovir the Dan Shanalinn conched
alel,

Akin to the Indies” footballers, our
expocinney lovels for both these sldes,
i autwmn petivity, in Crole Park.

I think it 18 also fie to sy though,
thint botli toaing mnt' need 1o unonrih
aivmie new falond, 1T the althmate dream
bl 1o i s il

ivior 1o nviking mention of the new
pung, I wos good (o soe that Ashling
Phompson wos back bin e slie, e hor
Vol oof e el conild b i vital fac
T Do SR,

This anly gonl 1 Saturday's gamo
wiin soored by one of the nowWeomers.
Saolrse MoCarihy from Courdey
Rovira.

Snolrsa, who lind the distinetion of

-'rl-l.‘-r{
winning All-Treland wilbory aind inee: _— 5/ f lli—
inned bt medinls fwo Yenrs s, Wie thie e ,_i':i "._"', 4
i rlnym' bin i i of gromes in AR =27
hiat b ehavm plonahi s and §im sars thint ;

Prudie Murray and his backiooim
sLAlT, will o hopling that slo will be
oo of thoso youithiul ones, that will
bring renewaed enthisinem 1o chiime:
plonship 300,
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Cork's Saplese MeCarthy takes control of the ball against Watarford during their Littlowoads Camagle Lo
Chaoimh last waekend.

ague Round 1 clash at Pdirc
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Cork are set to welcome back Ashling Thompson for their Division 1 Camagie

Waterford

test for Cork

Linda
Mellerick

CORK get their 2020 league under-

way against Waterford in Pairc Ui

Chaoimh on Saturday in a double

header with the Cork versus
game,

Itz o new Loak teagus with a number of
trial riles commencing. In brief, the riles
that will apply are:

W A player may nse minimal contact on
an opponent’s body from side-on, once
they are making a reasonable effort to
Eain possession of the sliothar.

B The referee will biow the whistle to
signal a widesscore and from that point
the sliothar §s back in play and the goal-
keeper §s froe to restart the game.

B A player may choose fi i outick free
from their hand if they are fouled inside
thevir owmn 45m e, Onby the that k&
fouled can take it from the hand and ft |s
an indirect fres,

B A plaver who s deemed to be persist-
ently fouling another plaver in the first
instance be noted by the referse. For
any further infringement normal rules

¥,

:Thnuld A player deliberately drop their
hurley then this will result in a freeto
the opposing team from where the foul
oetrTed.
W Any sliotar that §s hand-pasgsed directly
into the net ﬁiﬂ kttacking plaver will be
treated as a and therefore resalt in a
puck-out,
W A penalty must be struck from on or
putside the 20m line. Only one defending
pliyer may stand on the goal-line duringa
ﬁnﬂll;r ﬂnhll ?M]] r]|:||:r1 mnve“ m?]ar% the

m lineg before the sliotar has been
struck,

I weloome the changes. The only one 1
hinve concern about is the ‘contact’ rule. 1
thirik it stifl leaves ambiguity and is open
Enndia HE}HI lso w Efrk nos the

¥ algd Wlcomes L&
changes

ng them as ‘progressive’

summer Sunday last summerin Walsh Park.

He does however feel that there isn't
enough of a trial period.

[ think we're trialling these rules in
poor weather conditions. At this mament
we aren’t coaching our side on the
new riles, Why woulkd we spend six weeks
comching on the new rules when they're
only o be there for a few games? I'd ke
for them to be tried out for o full yoar.

“I think the hand pass rule will slow the
garme down and the way the contact rule is
defined, it's open to referee discretlon’s.
But 1 think the association are to be com-
plimented on changes overall. I am giving
aut however, about having no semi-final
in this year's league. [ think it's dolng
naothing for the game, I've spoken 1o
a number of other senior inter-county
managers and not one of us were con-
suilbed on it

Back to Saturday amd Cork will field a
significantly new-took 15 1o that which
Tost East year's All Treland semd-final by a
point to eventual champions Galway.

Aoifie Murray has rotived. Cork hope (o
s Gemma O'Connor back but she isn't
training with the squad. Orla Cotter has
relocated to the U8, Katrina Mackey is
daing a PhDd while the hand injury she
picked op Tast vear siill fsn't right, 1t's
hoped to 2ee Pamela Mackey back in gix
wistks onet her PRD is completed,

Julia White is holidaying abroad with

b

A

Cork’s Laura Hayes in control against Waterford's Fiona Morrissey and Sarah Lacey on a wet

Pictare: loel Browne

Briege Corkery just back while Niamh
MeCarthy has decided 1o lepve the panel;
The good news 1= that Ashling Thomp-
son 15 back and could line out tomormow,
Amy Lee §s sure to line out between the
posts now. Defensively, Cork still muin-
fain a number of lng-standing panellists,
We could see Lanra Hayes, Aaife
O'Neill or Ciara O'Sullivan taking a
g&iitinn with Saoirse McCarthy and
fona Healy also figaring,

The average age of the current squard is
2. With Wisterfond in high tempo after the
high-profile appointment of Dan Shana-
han Paudie agrees that they ve a tough job
ahead of them in'their own yard,

“ Lok, we'd like to win everything, bt
wive ok (o be s small bit realistic as weall,
Im that we've a very young team &nd we're
ﬂninl.;grntﬁ have ups and downs,

“We went up to Tipperary two weeks
ago (challenge game) and were 5-5 bo 3

intz down at half time. We did come

ck well 800 it"s a massive learning
axperience for these girls, We'll be under
massive pressure on Saturday night.

“First of all, most of us are top of the

nd hurlers: & few will plough away

wt the majority of them want the fast

ball. In one way it's falrly exelting from

Cork camogle's polnt of view In that we

now have a team taking to the fleld where
ihe oldest is 24 and the youngpest s 187,

Focused Slaughtneil keep
dream of four in a row alive

Slatghtnedl are on targot o
bacoms only tha sacond
chubs o achiews fol-in-a-
row honoues in ihe AJS
All-lraland sanior
cluly camogio cham.
plorEhip, &2 &
rasul of thes 2-10 W
1-10 deleat of Scar-
ritt Crponnation a1 a

face [amilar opposion in thes

bid o join Whesdlord's Bulter's

Allery in e hlsbory books s & -

sult of Sarsliolds gatiing 1ha

better of

31 Vincenl's, 11330 08 in

MacDanngh Park.

The a0 toams met in the 20487

anel 2018 Snals b ihe Gakaay
will be hoping

far & diffenant resull sl Croke

Pairk on March 1,

Fotrss Offady lar Tima Bradiey,

pictured, shong for the Listor

chisnpions, hifling 1=5 yosbor.
dity, while Theness Mallan's geal
them i a 2-B o -6
loadd ol the beank, nnd
khaang wiks o wary back

having led 0-8 10 0-5
Al the interval. Siob-
heéin MicGGralh — gha
youngost of fowr sislers
on e o — hit 10 poings,
while Rachel Murmay had tha
game’s only goal,
Thia inlearmeaciale decider wil ba
contested by S5t Rynagh's and
Gadldr, wh last tho final 19 Clan-
o ekt yosr biLst qpino] e
wath a 2-13 sa 011 win ml
Duggmen Pask.
St Aynagh's accouried for
Carmemore in Connoell Park;
2-13 19 0-13

Daragh & Conchilir



Grownds, Blackrack,
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Picture: Gavin Brawne

Cork's tricky
trip to Callan

. _CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

SUNDAY
Liltlmmda&itﬂshn}guzh!::dunﬂ
Leagun; Cork v ny.

Callan GAA Grounds
1T'5 all systems go as the Littlewoods
DHvision 2 National lengne gets underway
an Sunday with a tough trip to Callan for
Cork as thoy take on lnst season's dedeated
finallsis Kilkenny.

Whilst there will be some changes on
both panels (0 last season there are
clanges in backroom peraonnel as wedl in
Cork with Mark MeCarthy from the In-
nisearra club taking over as manager
from Frances Killeen, who did not go fog-
ward this season to a rele she filled
superhly kst season.

Mark was part of ihe back room team
st season and he is jeinaed by members of
la=l seaeon back room squad that included
Keovin Hannon, Tomas Harrington, Mossy
O sullivan Jerry Evan, and Darragh
O'Callaghan.

Hilkenny have stuck with the same
management team that got them to the
ﬁ“ﬂluﬁt hoy,m is joined by sel

ne Fahey, manager is jolne sl
tors John Scott and Robble O'Flynn with
Stephon Farrell remaining as hurling

ciskch,

They will also have a sirong backroom
team of Michael Dunne, Nessa Farrell,
Joe O'Callaghan, nutrithonist Aaron Finn
and Annie Maolloy.

Both fenms and management will alse
have soma new rules (o contond. with
which are being trlalled at leagus lovel
gl these will see a change in the areas of
Contact, Perststent Foaling, Quick Puck-
it Free from the hand, Dro of the
Hirrley, Haml-pass Goal and ty nnal
20 melre (ree.

A player may now e mindmal contact
ol an oppenent’s body from side-on, once
they are making & reasonable effort 1o
m}nmﬁwﬂu?ul'lhlt I:aH.[ i k-

1 the-ares of persisient fouling
wheo s now deemed to be perabstenily foul-
anecther player (two deliberate fouls)
T v a S Hek™ by the refenss

Il that player commits o m'eﬁ]l.ﬂ it

willl merit a yellow card.

Hera 0°Rbordan will have a key role to play in Cork’s camogie panel.

A guick Puck-nut can now be taken, the
referee will now blow the whistle once
caily, to sligrial  widescone and from thai
meongent the stiotar 13 back inplay and the
gponlkeeper is free to restart the game viaa
puck-out from the correct position,

Players now have the option to take a
free from their hand if they are fouled in-
ahile her own 45 metne lne.

Omnly the player ihat is fouled can take
l{ﬂfﬂl’lﬂ[mm the hand and it isan indirect

Dropping the Hurley and Hand-pass
Goals are now alza ountlawed. Plavers will
now ni longer be permitted to d thr
hueley Intentionally, pkayers may no lafg-
er score a goal by hand-passing the slictar
into the net.

But a player may =t LEOFT A paobnt by
hand-passing the ball over the bar.

There 18 also & changd to the penalty
and 20-metre free rale: A st be
atruck from on or outside the 20-metre
lirve bt ot inskdo it now and only one de-
fending player can staned on the goal-line
diring o pepalty and shall pot move be-
fore the hall fias been struck.

The rules will only e for the natbonal
1 and not for club gamoes. 3

th camps this week both oxp

Picture: Eddie 0Hace

copcern as a kot of players are still p
Ashbourne and eclleges games and are
finding it difiealt {0 get te grips with the
changes.

1t remaing to be 2een just how these will
wark ot in the weeks ahead,

Cork will inelude experienced cam-
palgners Haylev Ryvan. O'Riordan,
Kate Doalay, Gruinnn Hlnnm, Adslin
Maloqey, Chara D mli Alerne
Roksln gen, W ithe panel also In-
c]ud.-udn-aw!nmmﬂumhﬂl.ummﬂ.
M&ﬂ_‘%ﬂ -

Havin it to thee league final Last
SEAE0N nny will be hoping tebaild on
thiz, ten of 1ast ssason’ upn.nelm:mn

Amn adied bonns is that Jew
who plnyed a huge role in thelr AllIne:
land sticcess of 2016 has returned having
taken some tme out.

Her sistor Tarn who wis a suporb minor
has also joined the panel as has Aoffe
Hynes, Rebecea Roehe, Alne Phetan and

Ellzabeth Fhelan wtmliﬂllhnmﬂu
gl Kespl }ﬁltﬁaluam

Grmee, Laurn Emm: Harmna
5 Hilkenny

This isa mym@amn for Cork
one they may not win, ”'“

Civic reception in Berrings to honour Rena

Award-winning sperts star Rena
Bucidey. Picture; Dlan Linehan

Sean O'Riordan

A spechal] clvie reception i to
be held in Berrings to homoeur
a woman who has won 18 All-
Ireland medals, making her
one of the most decorated

mmpw;ﬂe in Gaelic gnmes

n.m:'unu District Munici-
pal Council'is to host the ne-
coptlon to honour Rena Buck-
ley an Friday, April 3,

Mz Buckley has played for
heeth the Cork seplor ladies
foothall team and the Cork

senior camogle team and rep-
resented Munster in the Gael
Linn Cupand Irelanad af inter-
nitional rules.

She won her large collection
of All-Irelnnd meclals betwesen
2005 amwd 2017.

In 2012 she captained Cork
wilin they won the All-Treland
Sonbor Ladies' Foothall Charmn.
plonship and in 2007 she cap-
talned Cork whon they won
the All-Ireland Senior Camo-
gie Chanplonship,

Ms Buckley also was the
flrst plaver to capdain Cork 1o

bath All-lreland senior cham:
pionships and was named as
an ALl Star on eleven oeca-
ahons.

In 2015 she and her teanm-
mate and fellow dual player,
Brivge Corkery, were namosd
Joint winners of the 3015 The
Irigh Times/Sport Ireland
Sportswoman of the Year
Award,

Rena graduated with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Physlotherapy and Perform-
arice Science (Homs) from Und-
versity Collego Duiblin in 2004,

She returtied to University
Dublin and completed

a Masters of Science in Sparts

Physiotherapy in 2017,

At the requeest of Yocal CONE
cillors, council officials have
arranged the civic reception
in her home village mthm—
than in County Hall as was in-
Ltially proposed.

The conncil will unveil a
eHnmemorative plague to her
Eﬂnnur in ??rrmﬁ'l and the

¢ recepiion will be held
after that in the local comm
nity hall I




LrrmLewoobs CamoGie Leacue Division 1
New-look Gork off to promising start

CAMOGIE LEAGUE DIVISION 1

Cork1-19
Waterford 0-12

JOHN TARRANT
Pz Li Chaosmib

A WEW lpok Cork emarged the mom
aificient side for the bast of starts on ovar
coming Waterford in e Littewooas Ireland
Camogie Divsion 1 camogis league at Phirc
Ui Chaalmh ,

With an obvidus 858 0N Qng promesing
falent an opatLnly to oasodm, 8 numbar
of nerw fnces adiusted smarly 10 & New!
ernironment couplad with the returm of
farmar captain Alsling Thompaon aliowed
ihe Rabels condnal e conlesi.

Vary much an expanimantal Cork team on
duily, long serding goaloaeper Acils Murray
is retired with Oria Cotiesr domiciled in ihe
USA and Miamh McCarthy off the panal,
fha likes of Gomma O'Connoe Julla White,
Briege Corkery and the Mackey sisters
committed o andther season didn’t lsalura
on this gccaskon,

Lieda Collins of Cork Is
taciled by Kate MeMahon
of Waterford during

the Littlewands lreland
Hational Camogie League
Divizion | match between
Cork amd Waterford al
Pire U Chasimbin
Cark. Photo by Edin
Noonan/Sportifile

R
e

Fielding a side that had onjoyed success
at underage snd dtarmediabe e, tha vasl
exparianco of Thampson halped steady her
colleagues in addition bo sweeping up and
distributing efectivaly.

Played on a pedect surface, the Dan
Shanahan managed \Walarford oufil
iopanid in promising tashion, All Star Belh
Canon defivarng & pasr of points. ndsed,
tha Declas wenl closa to a goal, new Cork
Teaper Amy Lee read the danger and cama
aft et lifd b Brasa a polential Situation wilh
Cfa Hickey baaring down on goal anlby 1o
b cariad.

That tirst of opposing pressame pre-
santed Cork with an eardy iest of thelr
compasung, and i fairness; 1he responss
was positive, Cork salthed ance Orla Cronin
aplitthe uprights on tha doulbla,

With aach passing ménute, Cork's game
grew in confidence, thair hopes brighlaned
from & massive point from distance by
Thompaon. The maomentum was fowing
wary much Cork's way's
non, tedrific work from
Linda Coliins placed
Sacirse MeCarthy S

gama's Gnky goal,

Indead, tha Robels might well had addod
asecond, McCarthy attampied to retunm tha
providar only for Collins to ba denled by a
trnaly iachha. With tha Sides trading points,
cloarly Cork possessed a shoker and com-
pedent side, stellor performances defiverad
by Thompson, Cronin, Coling, Laura Hayos
and leam captain Ay O'Connor hedped
dominme he key departmeants,

Points from Cliona Healy, Gronin and
Thompson sirelched Cok's grip thaugh
Waterdord threatenad, Niamh Rocketi
Ehoating natowly wida 10 allow the homa
sxde hodd a8 1-10 o 0-8 advantaga af tha
brapx,

Tha gananal standard of play dropped
upon the restart and Iroem a sluggish spall,
painils freen Colling and Cronin wang can-
called out by Walerford sharpshoober Car
fon. Again, the visiors crealed enouwgh

= 2 chances bid
ey ware

+, betrayed
by poor

aShood-

ing wit
Cagimbha

McGrath

Conk 112 WareErForD 0-12

tniling bo find the lasgel Irom close range
with Thompson ideally placed o slop a
Carton affart,

That lack of penetration and bite proved
a major shortcoming and thowgh a times,
Cork wong wasiodul wilh possassion, they
ollered the shrewder ball useage, Chioa
Sigarson on targed from a kong range free
bélore addiional sconas from Crenin and
skipper O'Cannor pul the leing onihe cake
far Cork 10 clalm thi posnts on offer,
DORK; & Los (MNa Plarsagh]; L Orsulm (e
Aoeers], L Traacy [Kileaght, M 0/Caltaphan {Sars-
Bepdciy]; M Looney [Fiteagh], L Harpes (51 Calherines,
& Sgerson [Kileaghd 0-; L Coppenges @58 Colems],
A Thampon [iifaed] 0-2: A O Gonno: (38 Vincent)
{1, 0 Groain (Enniipans) 0-00-50), 5 bicCanty
Foorcery Flovers) 1.0 L Homan {51 Vinoenss) 0-1, L
Coling {Coursary Aosen] 02 © Healy (Aghataiagu]
-2 Bubac A O Nei {51 Finbarra) for L O Sullen, 50,
E blurpiyy (Sarsielc] kor G Hendy, 53, G OFSugrrn
{(Mewoestown) dor L Hayes. £0, | ORtagan [Balygar
vt ber A Thasmegens, B0, H O'Loary (IRalinsiyg) S
L Gollra, £
WATERFOIRD: B 0rFegan; b Melbien, | Haflarman,
£ Wi 5 Harmery, 5 Guimn, L Broy; © MoGrath, J

Cartys C Mo0iong, P kiamissay, W Rockell 0-1; D
Hickiry, B Cann O-1000-80 0-2955), A Perwad Sula:
K Coebetl Bamy foe K Mckiahon, 33, A Lands for F
Worrssey, #0. £ Grtin for J MoCarihy, £8, C Muphy
for O Hickeyy, 55

REFIALE: Bxely (Micore)

Murray
delighted to
win with
experimental
starting fifteen

| BYJORNTARRANT
A MIXTURE of happiness and
annoyance semmed up Cork
manages’s Paudhs Murray raad-
| g of Eho game,

Diadigivied with a win from
an exparimanal ing up, niw
players hava beon drafed inta
thsit sida and made a stabemant
of inbgrl.

“Boma of our siiking in the
openandg hatl was slow, thal's an
aspoct wo nead b spoed up, s
A young 1eam , the average age

| I ihe paned B 32 yeacs, wo ane
| starting to rabuid, that's prota-

bly & thres yaos work peojisct but
& comi i hora and shoot 1-18
is promising,” sasd Murray,

AL haskbrme, wo asked them
Lo Bghtan up in defence b
tiring during the second hall, wo
lost aur veay around he middie,
Ailing (Thompson) had a b
injury, Swerall, we hives nol too
miich dond Tor 1hred wishks, our
fitness bevets are mod whiat Thay
should be,” he saéd

Froem a now ook loague wish
a numibed of tial rubes oporating
in Péire LI Chaoimb frustrstad
Murray whare a playes meny uss
minimal contact tn an oppo-
neni's body inom side-on, onco
thery are makang a reasonabla
affart to gain possassion of Lhe
shialar

Elfdvaticda, L rodefdd cin
blow tha whislha 1o signal & wido
i score and from that poind, tha
slictar is back in play and tha
goatkeaper ks frea 1o restart the
giume whils a player may chooso
ber Lok & queck Bhee fromm B
hand i they are fouled maida
ik oven 45m lina,

Iem frustrated, | don™t 1hink
teniyibing has changed and I'm
pulng my hmr oul. Consistency
Is tha ey word, consistont reler-
oRing is requirsd, we will go o
nfd Wik and Come up Bgainst
sometining iotally dilferent.” said
Murray,

“It"s afl gy hasd for @
management Jaam io 5l down
and advice & feam. The way the
conact rula 19 dedined, it"s open
1o reforoe descrofion but | Ehink
the asSociaticn ang 8o be coim-
pEmenied on changes overall,”
ety Baicl.

Healey Ryan, Cork, struggles to keep possession against Meath on Saturday in the Division 2 Camogie Leagus

Pictune: Lanry Curmmine
[ game at Cork Camogie Grounds.
Meath, in the Division 2 Camogie Leagu mio




Cork’s Aol Prendergast gets away hmﬂlmuﬂ.ﬁh’lhgﬂum:llﬂ-

ing their Divishon 2 League game in Callan.

Dylan Vaughan

ORegan goal proves
crucial in the Rebels
wctory over the Cats

1-11
0-12

Ehl_lr.ennjr

A GODAL on &80 minntes from
substitute Bachel O'HRegan
was enough fo get Cork aver
the line &t John Locks GAA
prounds Callan yvesterday as
Cork and Kilkenny got thelr
Divizion 2 Littlewoods
ational keague campaigns off
fo f start.

It was nip and tuck in the
apening 30 minutes ns the
sidos got to grips with the
game it threugh the openlng
half Mark McCarthy's side
siayed in towch with the hame
side,

Hayliey Byan was again un-
orring tLr;J:lnrgl:t I?gﬂll":a;:
o poinis lour
pmca IEHHE- and one from play
whilst Molra Barreit opened
ilhe Cork account with a point.

Alton Grace was to the fore
for the Kilkenny girls with
{laee paimts two from frees aoud
ane form play whilst Eva
Hynes with two and Aoife
Premndargast with ome ensured
it wis lovel pegging 0-6 each at
the interval as nothing di-
videdd the teams.

Kilkenny made a pood siart
to the secomd half with four
eariy points Alfton Grace and
Jenny Clifford had aave e=ach
amndl two in & row from Mary
(FConnell in between a Huy-
Tey Byvan Cork pobnt edged HKil-
kenny 0-1010 0-7 in front 13
minutes in.

Rachel Harty and Linda
Dorgan kept the scoreboard
ticking over for Cork with &

int each to cul the Kilkenny
il bo w0 podnds as the ganse
entered the Minal guarter.

Afton Grace, who was
prominent for the home sides
it two palnis o put er side
three peinis ahead on with six

|__CAMOGIE |

= Mary Newman

minutes remaining and now
was the time 1o fry and close
the game out but they mel
sbern resisiance from a deber-
mined Cork side,

Holding thelr composare,
Cork kept working hard, Hay-
lew Ryan narrowed thi gap to
two points before substintes
Rache] O Regan struck for the
only goal of the game Billow-
ing goed work by Kate Wall,

Three minutes into added
time. Havley Ryan converted
a firese to put two between the
ghibes andd 11 encure a two point
vietory for Cork to get their
campaign off to the perfect
sgart.

In the other game (B thelr
growp, Meath recorded a 1-8 to
0= \-'lttm'r over Westmeath at
home. Meath will come {o
Castle Road on Saturday next
for & game that is sure o have
a big bearing on the eventisl
oarteome of this group.

Sconers for Cork: H yan 08 (0-85), A
ORegan ¥.0, M Barvert, A Marty, L Dor-
i (- 1each,

Kifaenrmy: A Graco 0u6 (D-41s, | E Hynes,
W O Cohrall D-deach, J Cilord A Pron-

Suba: M O Conneil for C PMlun L

Diceaiing for A Nolan, A Pralan o M Ko

nady. WM Doberty lor K Comariord, 5

Koggean for W Bambick, H 5o or 4
=]

MWMM}

Coni’s Rachel Harty and Killenmy's Ciara 0°5hea dhallenge for the ball.,
Ficture: Dylan Yaughas | soa) chances during the 60 minutes. Car-  been made earlier and

Cork's Sairse McCarthy shoots past Waterford's lona Heffernan to scone her side’s first goal.

Cork off to

a flying start

Linda
Mellerick

1=-19
Waterford 0-12

A VICTORY for Cork in the Littlewoods
Mational league opener in Fiire L
Chaoimh on Saturday evendng.

in perfect match conditions, Cork im-
preased in the first halfwith plenty of fair
and lmpressihve scores.

The seeond hall was that bit serappy.
Ome of e key peasons being the number
af vellow cards dished out in the first
three quarters of the game. With skx vel-
low cards, players are leflt shadowing,
afraid to commlt and it had an impact on
the gamie.

The new contact rule didn't seem to
lighten the whistle or reaching for the

ck pocket.

Waterford started impressively, an ex-
pecied spring in their step in the lusclous
stadium and went two points up. Bub it
didn’t last long. Chioe Sigerson lined out
it ml:ﬂ‘ie]ﬂ alongsisle Ashling Thompson
with Lib ;p!hgn.-r dropping back 1o
right hall, Oria Cronin played decp as
Cork lﬂl:lﬂ'ﬂlball!'d. the mixdbe of the park.

Cork booked shurp. They played the ball
around and Waterford were chasing,
Saoirse MeCarthy confidently had the
ball in the wet on 2ix minnies afver a Linda
Collins pass and by the 100h Cork bed 1-3 bo
2,

Waterford woere disappointing. their de-
fenco jittery. particularly the Tull-back
Biawe. A poor Tiest touch and sloow 8o gothar,
Cork pounced aiwl were finll vahee for their
1-7 b G4 Emal-miinute lead,

Thompson was excellent in that open-
ing half, covering Nerce groand amd hii-
ting Pwo polnts. Cronin was on fire, scor-
ing effortlessly. Waterford were relving
oy the firee feking of Beth Carton to keop
them in contemtion.

Havwing saiad tlad, Waterford had three

Cork

wf;umuhmmqﬂmw:mmﬂ Picture: INPHO Een Sutton

ton hit the eross bar on 12, Miamh Bockett
palled wide on 28 after Amy Lee had
batted to the square and Caclmhe
MeGrath again =il wiche om 47 minutes
with the goal at her mercy.

Waterford nesded the bounce (0 go
their, but fortane waz on the Rebels” side,

While Lee {8 still developlng after step-
ping inte Aolfe Murray's . &3l mande
tovn excellent second-half saves, showing
great bravery and athleticlsm. From that
voil could see the comflidence growling in
Iver distribation

It's somewhal warrying that, despite
Cork™s domdnance, we had Just one godal,
and Waterfori gnalknnper Brianna
O'Repan wasn't called into action after
1lkat. l-‘:u:nl.] could give credit o Waborford
for knuckling down, bt Cork will face far
stronger defences as the campalgn poes
i,

T b fadr to Witerford mansger Fintan
O0'Brien and coach Dan Shanahan, they
had to play without thetr Galllilr contin-
gent who nre preparing for their Adl-Ire-
Laawl cluly Intermedinte inal.

The outcsme was never in doubt. Cork
ware comfortabde, moybe another neason
for the lack Iusire sscond hall, They made
substitutions, Mavbe they should have
ayers such as

Cliona Healy and Laura Haves should
hawe been on for the full duration.

Healy and Haves both did well, Healy
playing in her First senior compotitive
game. Withdrawing more experienoed
plavers may have been more beneficial in
the long run, but either way it was & great
start for Cork’s young guns in what wis o
big cccasion for them.

Mext up for Cork is & trip to Offaly next
Eundai. home to Cliere on Februnry 2%
and & home game agpainst Kilkenny on
March &

Eeosnm lor Cans Grommn 0-0 (03 1, § WeCarry 1-1,
Thirmgmdn, C Moy, ttﬂmﬂ-ﬁ'mh.tw.':;
o M. A& O Connor &1 sach

Wateriord: B Cadon 010 3-8 1}, & D Pacs K Rocket
BT i

Buba: & O Ml for §. O ulvan, E Murpey for G Haaly
1553, | SfAegen o & Thompaon, 5 Hulihnsss o L
Hayas 58], H OLpary for L Colina: 83,

'I'III.TEH:FEH:D BOA K MichkBahon, [ Holgiman, ©
IE'E'II.JI;'I-I'\I L Biay, G MeGrash, J



Kilkenmy's Aobha 0'Gorman and Moira Barvett. Picture: Dylan Vawghan

Both Cork and Meath
will be looking to build

on their

National League
Cork v Meath

Castle Road, 2pm
IT'5 a top of the tabde clash on
Saturday as Cork welcome
Meath to Castle Road for
round two of the Littlewoods
Division 2 Mational league.

With five teams in the group
Gork, Meath, Kilkenny West-
meath and Eildars every game
is vital. There are three sec-
tions with the top team only

alng through to the semi-
al with a draw being made
between the three teams in
gecand place for the remain-
ing semi -final spod.

Meath made a goodd start fo
their campaign last werkond
with a new sponsor Ecomm
making their debut in Kinne-
gad as they overcame Wiest-
meath. In a close contest they
gt the upper kand on West-
menth to take the poinfz on
offer, at the broak they ed by
two points 0-4 £00-2 after an
opening half where both sides
enjoved a lot of possession.
They teok chargein the sec.
ond half witha Sinead Hacken
goal helping to give them the
upper hamd a5 they controlled
the io the finksh.

T are an cxperienced
catfit captained by the experi-
enced Krigtina Troy, who was
a Jeading Hght in both 2012 and
2017 during two of Meath Ca-
mogie's greatest days In re-
cent tmes as they landed All-
Treland titles,

Fallowing just & year par-
ticipating in divizion one in
A they were back playing In
divizion twe kst seasons and
onder a4 new manager Ray
Gavin who ook over the reins
from Jobin Davis, who enjoyed
unprecedented success with
the team over @ ten-year ten-
ure that = huge stecess for
the cotnty.

I They mmm HIHEI“I]
ARENES 4 up o Divie
skon 1, winnkng the All-Ireland
Maney Murcay enp. All Ire-
land Premier Junior title
against Down in 2012, thoy
oviercame Cork in the All In-
termediate fnal of 2007 follew-
ing a drawn game in Croke
Park it took a very close re-
play with Cork. to win the
crown. They alse have en-
Joved & Lot of provincial sue-
ctess winning numerous
Leinstor titles along the way.

John came on board with
Meath Camogie in 2007 and he
worked hard and hrotight
many Meath camogio players
o gy foro aund G0 toodticed new
e up and coming falent. He

momentum

m Mary Hmmﬁu

contributlon hugely to all as-
pects of Meath with
dedieation to trailning and
coaching and on retiring he
left Meath camogie In o pood
place. This vear agaln s¢es a
changing of the guard again
with another new manage-
ment in place with ma
Brendan Skehan jolned
Mark MecManus, Gord
Ward amd Ed O'Riordan, .

They are a very experisnced
ontfit with Sinead Hacketr,
imllrg Dolan, Eﬁnhle Rﬁrne

0 H'J.IHEII.I'EI (L 4 ] y [T
and Cheyenne 0'Brien all
prominent 4% they overcame
Westmen

af

Cork had a great fwo point
victory aver Kilkenny in thelr
opening round last weekend o

pal from substitute Rachel

‘“Regan on shxty minutes
edged them ahepd In a game
that Kilkenny loaked (o have
done enough to win. All credit
to the sork girls who never
allowed their heads to dro
and kept working away an
were in a porfect position o
close the game out with & late
strike.

This seazon under new
management with Mark Me
MeCarthy at the helm thene
are a number of new foces in
the panel, former senior
player Linda Dorgan made a
refurn last weakaend, Niaml
O'Leary is a new face on the
gide and lined out in defenica,
whilst Kafe O'Feefie, Alsling
Malofiey. Clara Daly, Moira
Barrett Mora O'Riordan and
Anife Hurley wera amongst
those whoe were part of last
season shde.

Rosin Killeen who won an
Al-Treland medal in 2008 has
been regarded and lines ol
1ast weekend and in the weeks
abhvead we ex 10 see a few of
the 2008 All-Ireland winning
sitles joining the panel as sev-
eral hawl:;lg?;lﬂﬂ gr:l:h:d.lal.
presenta AYETS A -
volved in Azhbourne cup and
have not commdtisd. Up front
Hayley Ryan was on tangot
from frees and play and this
proved wital.

With fAve teams In the group
Cork, Meath, Kilkenny West-
meath and Kildare every gaine
ts wital. There are theet soc.
tlons with the fop team only

ging through to the semi-

nal with a draw heing macd
between the three feams in
seconid place for the remain-
ing semi -final spot.

Péirc i Chaoimh, i Cork, at the weekend.

CAMOGIE

Littlewoods National League Division
1 Group 1 Round 2 Offaly V Cork St.
Brendan’s Park, Birr, Sunday, 3pm.

CORK travel to Rire on Sunday to face
Dffaly in round two of the Littiewoods Tre-
land MNatlonal Leagne,

With a win over Waterford lest Saturs
day and Offaly losing to Clare in Birr, 27
to 1-3, Cork will be favourites, despite
again fielding a number of new panellists,
Cork will be happy with the return they
got against Wa , given that they had
FEw or ]nss-::::pcrimmdghwﬁ. such as
Amy Lee, Sacirse MeCarthy, Cliona
Healy, Laura Hayes and Lagron Homan,
along with substitutes Anife O'Neill, Siob-
han Hutchinson, Hannah O'Leary, Emma
Murphy, and Tsobel OFHegan.

Cork manager, Paudie Murray, may
wizl] ghve last week's subskitutes a start, or
at lenst more of & run-out, agninst OFaly.

All players can ke comfortable with
their performance, and the subs were not
on tong enough to really get into the game,
bt that could change this week,

[ thought Offaly would do better agains
Clare, particularly at home,

This time last year, with home adsin-
tage, Clare won by two polnts. So, for Of-
faly to lose by soven points af home is'a
poor outcome, and it looks Hke the energy
they had a few seasons ago has kel them.

When The Banner conoeded & goal to
Madrinul Techan, Eimear Kelly responded
with one ol her own, Points from Rolwn
Conway and Kelly mude it 1-5 6o -3 al the
chonge of ¢ids.

An Alne O'Loughlin goal was the Key
moment of the second-half and Kelly
abited anoiher braes to seal o win for Ger
O'Connell's team

Despite such new faces on the feld,
Cork maintain a spine of sehsoned chm-
palgners: Chloe Sigorson, Orla Cronin,
Lauea Treacy, Leanne O'5ullivan, Han-
nah Looney, Libby Coppinger, Amy
O'Cannar, Linda Collins, and Ashling

Clioma Healy, of Cork, is tackled by lona Heffernan, of Waterford, during the Littlewoods Ireland, National Camegie League Division 1 match a!

Cork should

£

Linda Collins, of Cork, Is tackled by Shona Curran, left and Sibeal Hamey, of Waterford, during

Pictuse: Edin HoonandSponsith

the Littlewoods Ireland National Camogie League Division 1 match at Pairc Ui Chacimbh, in Cork,

at the weekend,

Thompson, who made 4 sirong comeback
against Wakerford. after withdrawing
froam the panel in 2008,

You would expect Cork to win,

There were 34 frees in Cork’s game
apainst Walerford, many of them soft, ad-
ding argument 10 the fact that the new
“pomtaet” Tile still leives too much to the
dizcreton of the referes,

In ather first-round games, TipEerary
held oant for a one-point win over Limerick
af the Gaolie Grounds. There was con-
fusion afterwards, with supporters and
reporters of the view thai Tipperary. ha
won the game by a podnt

Howewver, the refieres had the game s a
draw, 1-7 to 0-10, After reviewling, the offl-
cfnl mateh result wis indesd 16 G0 k10, re-
sulting in & onoe-point win for Tippy

BMaybe l's & colncidence, bat | womder if
that crror had anything to do with the
meow rules and the additional prossire on
refereas, partlealurly with the fast pick-
oL,

Tipperiry went ih at the break lovel, O-
08 1o 1-03, despite playing with the winc
Jolnt captain, Cait Devane, was in top
form, contributing Mve points. three of

Picture: Edin Noonan Sportsfile

them from play.

Micale Walsh hit e sixth for Tipgp. bt
a Rebocon Deled goal and three points
from the other joint skipper, Caoimhbe
Costelloe, put the Shannonsiders in a
Sirnn g posithon.

In g low-scaringe second-hall, Limerick
couldn't bulld on that good opening, al-
thongh they did take the lead, thanks to
polnts froom Minmh Curtin amnd Costelloe,
her fifils, But Devane levelled feom a feee
to bring her tally to six, before Chardha
Maher shot what was to be the winning
LR g

It wasn't protty for Galway in the othoer
Group 2 the, bot they got the defence of
thelr league Uik off (o8 winning start, 0-7
i 010, at T Blivnchardsiosm.

The All-Ireland champlons looked
rusiy, but credit must go tooa Dublin side
that was starting its season wnder new
managers, John Treacy and Willle
Bralne, and without a number of key
plyees.

Thi hoats got to within o polnt of Gal.
way twice In the second period, but the'
leapue and All-Ireland chiamplans put &
Naftde iy Bkght Totwaoer Thi aidios, :



Orla Cromin: attended beadership programme. Picta: INPHORyan Byme

Camogie star Cropin
applying leadership
skills to her game

ORLA CRONIN'S Involve-
ment in the Jim Madden
lepdership programme has
improved the Cork nter-coun-
ty camagie senlor's skills,

The Muodden programme |5
run in conjunction with the
GPA and WGEPA, Parficipanis
drawn I'rnminm-muhl}: Tanurd-
ing, camopie, and men's and
ladies" fontball devielop thelr
beadbership skills. Cork’s Orla
Croatin has nothing but praise
for the inftiative,

“The WHFA have een pro-
moting the Jim Madden pro-
gramm for seme tine and of-
fered the leadership element
of It 1o inter-county players,”™
Cronin tobd the Esha,

“As GAA plavers, we al-
readly adopt a leadership role
within o lecal elubs and
communitios, 1 was delighted
when the Wﬁl-’}a;ﬁu::-ﬂnirﬂd 1%&
programme to those of us who
wanted to cxpand our leader-
ship =kills.”

The programime can b used
in both an mdividoal’s person-
al Tife sy Sporiing career,

Cronin gained a huge
amount by attending work-
shops throughout the year,
most of them held in Dukdin,
Cronin alsoe benefited from
beiuderslbp talks amd paned dis-
cussfons with CEQs of various

commnics.

“We had onr leadership
zkills azseszed, which in-
volved a presentation in front
of a panel and one-to-one - in-
terviews,"” the camoglie star
saidl .

“That invelved developing
personal development plans
and regularty meeting up witl
mrml}ul development

& to identify key sKills
1o work on.

“I'm in eollege, comploting a
masters, but have seen how
the programmas can be hugely
beneficial to Even e from atl
walks of lfe, Including those
coming to the end of thelr
inter-county careers, 1 nsed
the éxpericnes io geb involved
in their Bealia Programoee. As
A community leader, | gave
1wo SDHE lessons in my |
St Mary’s national scheol in
Ennksheane.”

On the pitch, Cronim and
Cork ot thelr Littlewoods Tre-
land Matfonal League cam-
paign off o the haest possibie
stard, with victory, at hanse to
Waterfond.

TOur winter preparations
st very well, bur it is good (o
be back playing In the
Natlonal League,” the Cork
forward admitled.

“The chub championships
dishn’t wrap ap sndil the encd of

CAMOGIE
u Ger McCarthy

last October, so | was able to
maintain my Atness levels
throughout the winter, by
golng straight into (Cork)
trainin Lﬁﬂm matches will
he :umtlg 'k and fast over
the next mqh‘l of weeks and
that will help sharpen our
;kiﬂf T b hanest, !"ﬁnﬂﬂﬂﬂ

NI EAICS THHe -
thing else at this time of
yoar,” said

“The change
set-up amil petting rvid of the
semi-finals means it will be
more intense than ever. That's
disappalnting, in coe way, be-
cause an extra game, 8-
ﬂemlly' knockout, ks abways &

ﬁ%hatnru- champlonship
£t :

“0n the other hand, it just
makes overy gruur {leaguey
gamie that bit more Important,
as you have to win most, i noet
all of them to coniest the
b [l

Famdle Murray's now-lonk
sqund has been rofreshed by
Ashling Thompson's return.
plus an injection of youthiul
talent, Newcomer Saolrse
MeCarthy scored o fine goal in
ke 1-19 10 0-12 victory cver the
Dekise. Orla Cronin also shone,
coniribaling 0-9 in a Cork
team thai reminds heor of
when she first broke an to the
inter-county scene,

*Haing referred (o 5s & vet-
eran is funny, but | supposs |
nﬂmglh:mﬂrpmle?ng:
1 putied, evEn I.I'H:Hl.gh an
wlnnl to call myselfl old,™ Cro-
nin :

“Cork iz lucky to have hnd
g0 many successiul minor
teams of kate and that's pro-
duced a lot of talented senjor
players. | suppose, Cork has
guite a young team this wear,
when you look at il number
of e players that have come
on o the panel over the kst 12
momiths,” Cronin sl

“It reminds me a bt of 2004
anel 2015, when [ was starting
out and trying to break on to
the Cork feam.

“There 13 a bit of transition
golng on and you woukd be ex-
citod [or the now players pet-
ting inloe the senior squad, as
they are doing really well"

Clearly . Cronin’s involve-
ment with the Jim Madden
leadership progromme his
benefitied the Wesi Cork
naiive,

It has enlanosl the skills of
a Cork inter-county player
ready. b maks o big bmpact on

1o the league |

and off the piich in 2020,

Haley Ryan, Cork hits the turf after a challenge from Kristina Troy,

Meath in wet and blustery weather conditiens ¢n Saturday.

Weather and Meathget
better of Cork after low

Cammins

scoring encounter

Cork 0-3

HISAPPOIMNTMEMNT for Cotk
as visibors Meath carved oull a
hard-carned victory in a low-
searing Litthewoods Division 2
Nafional Lnﬂ; clash In
Castle Foad on ray.
Appalling conditions mado
it hard on players and men-
tors alike, with driving wind

and rakn.

Cork, playing against the el-
ements in the opening haif,
would have been reasonably
hat at the interval to trail
byt ifte. They did ex-
ceptionally well over the 30

nufes as worked hard
to comtain Meath,

It was their Inability to
make any headway upfront in
the second half that will ba a
canuse of concern to Mark
MeMeCarthy and his back-
room team As they fabled to
gain any ground and, in fact,
all their scores cama from

balls over the hoatr.

Through the opening half
Cork creatsd s many chanoes
as Meath 31;? ﬂfa&&thﬂdr H!n-
fence superbly ng dow
the attmek it looked as if
they were In with a great
chanee. All credit to Meaath
who dug deep and carved ol a
valushle win that puts them in
top spat with two wins out of

twi,

Insides three minutes of the
start Jane Dolan had Meath in
front opening the scoring with
a point from play and she con-
yoried o 45 to put them two in
front. Twice Cork had what
tooked like peints not allowed

as the nm
pef Mike If:'m: decmed both o
free and a 45 wide.

Filteen minutes in Hayley
Ryan converted a free and

= Mary Newman

mmmmmnwwmmmn&

with thelr defence soaking up
andl deating well with a lot of
Meath pressure Cork looked
comfortable, Jane Dolan
painted two frees in & mow 1o
ilge Meath into 8 0-4 to -1 in-

terval Teadl

Applving a bot of early sec-
ond-half pressure Cork found
it hard (o break down a Meath
defence that was dominant
anid despite playing with the
howling wind it was 13 min-
ntes into the second half be-
g ke

ey Ryan again pal
a Tree to cut the lead to jusia
point but an Amy Gaffney
point and one form a Jane
Dolan free four minates into
injury time ensured Meath
ook the points,

All eredit to the Cork de-
fence and midfield who
battled hard all theough but
time ont of number the Cork
attack failed to build on pos-
a-nﬂi;ll't andugl&n io szmra
from play w a huge
cern going forward.

Sooturs Tor Mealh; J Dolan 05 (035 -
1 &%) A Cafey 01,
Cork: W fyan 03 L
MEATH: M Harial; L G G-
fmom o e
e T

Saipa: ter B Payradi], M Baogh
iz A.wm[-lﬂ. & Thompson B 5§
Hackpit [54)

CORK- 5 Aherne; {5 Hannoen, HOLosry.
AM&AMW.G L Coev

A ety 5
mMWMrrltl; H ﬂm
DEealis, K

Suba: 7 e I Wl vy, M
mm {5, D Ficedain
foe K OFoafle (41, D Cadroll for M
Murphy (483, K YWalsh lor kigis Saered

{54
Raleren: ko fyan [Topamng
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Orlabids
for cup

success
with UCC

ENNISKEANE'S Orla Cronin is
oneof the big names on show at
the Ashbourne Cup weekend at
thie Waterford I'T Arena in Car-
riganore. Four-time All-Ireland
Senior cAmogie wWinner Cronin
will be hoping that her huck is
in a5 she lines out with UCC in
mtThE"!#jﬂriﬂ‘?;i hias lost
three finals to UL including

which conclude in the DCU
complex over the weekend and
both Cork colleges are involved

uce play hosts DCU in the
Ashbourne semi-final, and with
a strong squad on duty including
Lauren Callanan, Chloe Sigerson,
Fiona Neville, Keeva McCarthy,
Orla Cronin and Nora O'Riordan,

will make a bold bid to win

a title that has eluded them in
TECEnt Years.

Likewise, CIT have 4 strong on
duty for their Purcell Cup semi-
fingl elash with UCD, and in Katie
Walsh, Rebecca Keane, Isohalle
('Regan and Grainne Hannan,
they have quality players.

With semi-finals on Saturday,
and finals on Sunday, it’s a real
test of endurance and fitness will
be a factor -best of luck to both

Cork teams.



-y

WEST CORK'S 20 STARS UNDER 20

'

Newcestown teenager made her senior debue the 2018 success. She then fived her club tocounty - placed balls, too. .
Eﬁummmm in their Division 1 league  intermediate glory in October when she hit 1-5 in The Cork senior management have kept tabs
opener against Waterford at Piire Ui Chaoimh the final win against neighbours Enniskeane; the on Ciara for the past few seasons and feel there is
o recently—and that suggests another bigyear  dangerous forward picked up the player of the plenty of potential to work with. The experience
- '|ﬁ ", ison the cards for Clara, who is the youngest mutchnmﬂﬂntd.n‘umﬂli‘halrdmphmﬁimt MﬂﬁMM@hﬂ1mumume-upths
e /b playerinvolved Murray's seni Newcestown camogie up into the senior ranks season will improve her. _

E Y pm:l.m i i Eﬂiﬂlﬂrﬂufmﬂnul:ﬂmdtﬁ‘sﬁsm mmtwmmﬁrmﬂmmn

. She's coming off the back of an The Cobiiste na Toirbhirte Bandon sixth-year at senior ara with the Cork seniors,
hnprmhtmnigﬂ.Lmym.[ﬁnramuh:r student, who has just turned 18, s a handful for any  we should see hﬁtﬂfﬂﬁﬂhﬂfﬂwmmhﬂ'

2 second All-Ireland miner A camogie title defence and causes a lot of damage from the half- :tmehpmenuh_:sm:.Sheislhela:mhalmuuc
B with Cork, having also been involved in forward line. She's also clinical from  of classy camogie players from Newcestown.

N

" Saoirse
~ McCarthy

jl Camogle | Ballinspittle | Age: 19

-

M 2018, .
Saoirse announced _—

her arrival when she

wion All-Ireland minor and
intermediate camogie titles in the
same year, and was also on the bench

when Cork won the senior All-[refand, Not
anly that, but she was named player of the match in the
All-Ireland intermediate final, was crowned the 2018
intermediate camagie Players’ Player of the Year and also
won 2 Soaring Star All-Star award that year 1o, It wasan
incredible season,

Now the challenge is for the highly-rated Courcey

Rovers forward to make an impact at senior hevel

with Corl, and she has started this season well, witha
crucial goal in the opening Division | league win against
Waterford.

Saoirse is fast, dangerous and knows where the posts
are, and with Cork manager Paudic Murray giving youth
its chance during the league, there is a real oppartunity
for the Cork IT student to put herselfin the frame for a
starting spot in the Rebel attack for the championship.

\ | Ballinspittie | Age: 18

HERE is a reason why Fiona was recently crowned the 2019
Vest Cork Junior Sports Star of the Year: she's one of the rising
stars of Cork GAA, highlighted by her double All-freland miner
success in 2019 with the county football and camogie teams.
On the big days. the Courcey Rovers player produces. She
a5 player of the match in the 2019 All-Ireland minor
nal and also in the 2019 All-Ireland football semi-final, before
woring 2-1 in the foothall decider then.
Fiona is a Leaving Cert student in Kinsale Community School, and
cently she was part of the school team that won the Munster final,
hile her talent also spreads to basketball and she has an All-Ireland
sketball final with the school to look forward to later this month,
In the GAA season ahead, the lethal forward willbe a key player ™~
£ Courcey Rovers in the senior camogie championship, and she |f,+-
Tl also play junior foothall with Courceys. Fiona also lines out for | f
eWest  Cork ladies” senior football team.
In recent years, she has lost county senior
camogie and football finals with
~ Courceys and West Cork, and that's

“‘mﬂuﬂ she is keen 1o right

=



Cork'"s Kate Wall

nmngue] her pass away despite the best efforts of Meath midfielder Aedin Sk
during their Division2 MM@%%MHMHM 0-3.

.I-'\. -

[Photo: Trever B

Sacred Heart just one win |
away from All-Ireland final

SACRED Heart Secondary
School, Clonakilty will ook to
make home advantage count
when they host Presentation
Athenry in the All-lreland
Junior A camogie semi-final
at Ahamilla: this Saturday, at
12pm.

The Clon school won the
Munster githe in January when
they defeated Ursuling Con-
vent Thurkes by 29 to 2-3'in
the final played at Mahon,
Katie 0" Driscoll scored 2-1,
Eimear O'Brien hir 0-7 (six
frees) and Millie Condon was
akso on target.

‘That was an historic victory
for Sacred Heart as it was the
first the school won
Hm@mﬁrmm '

mmmheht:" d at B level in 2019,
‘It a first Munster junior

A title for the school in our
first year competing in the
top grade, sowe're very proud
of our achicvement,” manager
Ertan Daly said afterwards.

En route to the All-Ireland
semi-final, Daky’s side has
defeated Coldiste na Toirk-
hirte Bandon (1-11 o (-7}, 5S¢
Angela’s of Waterford (3-8 1o
4-6}, Coachford Community
College (5-5 1°1-5), Coldiste
Chaodlm Ballincollig (B-6 1o 2-6})
and Ursulines. Now, they're in
the kst foair in [reland and ome
win away from an Alllreland
A final.

T

Eoghan Cormican of the ‘Irish Examiner’ receives the Best Media Innovation award from Una Dunne and
president Kathleen Woods at the Camogie Association Volunteer & Media Awards in Croke Park.

S



A MEW Camoghe season has kicked off

amd 1 must say, there has been Sorme

EW work done in the off season to
rther profmote T game,

First was the announcement Tesco
ireland signed a 2.year Iﬂlaal 10 bcome
Campgie's Youth Development spon-
sor until the culmination of the 2021
season. @ sponsorship will see Tesco
support the All-Ireland Post-Primary

5 hamplonships as well as the
All-Treland Miner Champlonships,

Hopefally, it" the start of a relation-
ship that will promote Camogie in the

Fantastic way that Lidl do for Ladies
Foothall.

Mext, of conrse, are the trial rule
changes introduced for the 2020
Mational Leapee. | mentioned them a
few wesks ago in my Cork ¥ Waterford
preview so 1 won't list them again but
having watehed two Inter-county
league games =0 far (Senior and Inter-
mediate), there are early indications
that some changes won't be all plain
siillng

The “contact’ Fule is ambiguous and
we're still seeing far too many frees for
harmless tackles.

‘The second which has stood out §s
the rule forbidding the ing of the
hurley In erder to make a hand 5

I e witnegsed eynical knocking of
hiarbey's out of player’s hands with the
perpetrator winning her team a frée.

This is a trial s0 areas like this can
bt addressed in the report findings at
conclusion.

The Camogle asseciation must be
given hoge credit in trialling thess rale
change sieps in an ¢ffort to make our
game more atiractive to watch and
more in line with the conditioning of
Mayers foday.

Wikat hais also relatbeely gone unnost-
§cedl ks the tremendous work the WGEA
|z1-§.5 done since it's inauguration in

i5.

Project Manager, Gemma Begley ia
thve only pald member of the WGEA,

The rest 15 voluntary and when one
conslibers the significant progression
the not for profit organisation has
miagh, its hugely admirable.

Just last week 55 scholarships were
awarded to third-level students across
18 colleges who play inter-cannty Ca-
mogie and Ladies Foothall, Under-
graduate and postgraduate students

bath featured from 37 squads across 26
counties, That iz 7 scholarahips up on
2019,

You ean hear the passion in
Gemma’s voice as she talks to me
alsont the propect.

“Every cent is put back info the de-
velopment of the players.

“With our budget at the start of the
yiear we try and allocate as much as
possible to player development pro-
ETanimes.

“The demand for counselling and

sonal development /coaching more
doubled last year so the demand
ig there,

“We're trying to siay as lean s poss-
bl to ansure all funding goes to the

which primarily is whiy there
25 only been myself (paid member)

Kilkenny's Anne Dalton, President of the Camagie As

Rule changes
need clarification

sociation Kathleen Woods Gemma Begley WGPA, Deirdre Ashe of Liberty Insur-

ance, Cork's Saoirse McCarthy and Dublin's Caragh Dawson after receives their Player's Player Of The Year awards in 2018. Ficture: INFHO

Cork's Amy Lee in action against Waterford in Littlewoods Camogie League Round 1, Pairc
Picture; IPH)Een Sution

Ui Chaoimh, Cork.

p to now.”

The WGPA's gnant!fundjng has also
improved significantly.

"Fhero'astil] a gap to be breached be-
tween male and female athletes and
that's a work in progress,

Gamma picks it up,

“Onar funding from Sport Ireland has
grown. The first two years wo got 500k
each year, ;

“This vear its 700k. That additional
funding has been ringlenced for &

tlonal Programme of Health checks,

“We tailored that around female
Triage issues such as checks on Iron
levels, vitamin B levels, things that are
relevant to women athletes rather
than nationwide heart sereening

checks which are more relevant to
mERn, !

“That's in progress.

"(uir oofe toam grants are that we
give 9,000 curo per sgusdd to 55 beams
aroind the country.

=That's different to the GPA whers
players get individual grants of any-
thing from 800 curo to 1,500 depending
how far they gt in the champlonshin.

“Th 9,000 is ringlencsl for physios,
doctors, S&C coaches, nulritlon)sts,
things like that.

“It can't be spent on expenses ke’
travel. Tt must focus on team suUpporis.

“There's an independent chair ma-
nuging it and it very well run, 1t%a
something we're very proud of,

@@ There's still a 70% funding gap between
what the male players get in comparison to

the female playersey®

“Thire's still a 7% funding gap be-
tween what the male playvers get in
comparison to the femalbe players.

“They got €3m last year. We got
700k, ‘They've roughly 2300 members.

= work off about 1,650, But even
when you take that into acconnt it's
siill works out as 1,500 on average for
male players and 430 for female.

*The funding initially came about in |

relation o the GAA and the money it
generates for the economy.

"My argument te that is that it
shouldn't be diseriminatory on thai
hasis,

“1t actually lends itsell io the point
that they should be investing more
monay into woemen 1o address the his-
torical under investment, the lack of
facilities and lack of broadcasting.

“That's some af the argument we'll
o using to try and close some of that
{1

She must be proud, however, how
far the WGPA has come?

1 suppose when we got all the
plavers into the room together in 2005
there was a greatl energy there, so
much solidarity around their expec-
tations of what they wanted from
themselves and thelr pames and what
they wanted (0 expertence.

“I think the Government grant was
probably the first major break-
through. Aoife Lane and Delrdre
Murphy drowve that.

“They were excaptional Ieiders,
They had the vision and the lender-
ship, We 'l-;:rc fortunate E:luh:n:_.-' such

in charge at the start,
Eﬂ?‘:‘i‘ﬁnu”nj:an1m s handed over now b
the non-executive and plavers coming
through to continue that. =~

“Tha GFA have been incredibly sag-
portive. They also give us funding
every yoar amd that's grown,

“It's nearly deuble sinee we started.

“There are 5o many shared needs be-
twesn us."

=

St Mary's
girls face

Kerry girls
in decider

o Mary Newman

IT"S beeh a busy few weeks of
Post primary camogie as the
All-Ireland series reached il
concluding stages and with
the huge boost of sponsorship
firom Teaeo annoanced, i1 iz all
gvatems go with all games
going ahead last weekend des
pite Storm Ciara.

Pride of place from a Cork
perspectlve goes to Colaiste
An Chired Mool Carrignavare
anel St Mary's Midleton who
bt bonbied final places,

St Mary's Midleton were in
fine form as they booked their
pliee in the Teseo Senbor B Al
Irekand finond as thew kit an bome-
pressive 0-18 to dismiss the
challenge posed by Dominican
Griffith Avenue who notched
up 1-4. They will meet Lovets
Beaufort in the final after they
had a victery over Banagher
Collepe.

Colaiste An Chroi Naofa
Carrignavar made the long
journey to Roscommon whero
they overcame Convent of
Mercy 546 1o 1-2 to ook thelr
place in the Tesco Senier D
Final with a side spearhembed
by 1ast year's Cork Minor dug
co-captaln Emma Murphy ancy
Cliona Martin, current Cork
minor Tara McCarthy, Lisa
O°Riordan and Alanna Welr,

In the Tesco All-Ireland;
Senior A semi-final Presenta-
tion College Athenry over-
came 68 Ursulines Tharles -8
to 1=4 and they will mest Lo
it Kilkenny In the final after
Loreto defexted St Patrick's
Maghera 7-11 1o 1-2. In the
Teseo All-Ireland Senlor ©
Semi-Finals 51 Dominic's
Cabra overcame 5t Anne's
Killaloe whilst it endod all
square between 5t Patrick™s
Academy Dunganmoen and
Sooil Mhuine Trim and the re-
play this weok. .

Today familiar names will
ance again contest the Teson
All-Ireland Junior A semi-fine
als today, Loreto Kilkenny
task looks a hard one againsd
Crozs amd Passion Ballyeasile
the five in a row Ulster cham-
picms will b hard to beat,

Cork sides Sacred Heart
Clonakilty lnst vear's All-lre-
land Junior [ champions had
a superh victory over a fan-
eled Ursulines fram Thurles
in the Munster final as thoy
hit the Tipperary sides with
two poals in the opening tain.
ke,

At hiome today they won'l
fiear the challongs that Adlen-
ry will bring in & game that is
in Clonaliity at moeon.

In the Junior B semi-final
Cashel Community School
had a win over 51 Joseph's
Lucan they awalt the winnors
of the Colniste Bhride Carnew
and Dublin's Maryfield in the
sooond somi-Tina) teday,

The Junior C semi-Nnals
today Sooll Mhaive Trim meet
st Colm's Draperstown and
Preseniation Thurdes take on
&t Cuan's Castleblakenoy.

In the Junlor I semi-finals
Mercy Woodford clash with,
Colaiste Dhoin Insealgh from
Cahir and 5t Michael's Navan
a meet Spered Heart Newry.




Maeve Kingston, Lydia Sutten and Cacimhe Murphy prior to the s Al-Ireland Junior A Camogie semi-final at Ahamilla.

Presentation College Athenry 6-5

with Sabina Rabbitte conver]
ficult froe and adding a point

Athenry: (left to right) Hfﬂﬂﬂilﬁiﬂfihﬁﬂ%{ﬂﬂhliﬂmmmm Referee Kevin O'Brien and Sacred Hnﬂﬂm&ﬁﬂl‘ﬂ'ﬁrﬁuﬂupﬁ'ﬂ

Rabbitte breaks Clon

hearts in semi-final

adil-  (Fmess, A O'Bsan [Cionakity): M
. il Mayrphy (Cimeen|, © 'White
fore akinyl L M Condon

Sacred Heart Clonakilty 0-4

SABINA RAREITTE notted five goals
te end Sacred Heart Clonakilty's Al
Ireland Junier A Camogie hopes at a
storm-lashed Ahamilka last Saturday,

The Galway minoer and danghter of
former All-Ireland winner Joo Rab-
litte scored 5-2 en roube 10 a deserved
Pregentation College Athenry All-Ire-
land semb-Nnal viclory,

Sabina’s slster, Olwen, alss woighed
in with a geal on & memorable day for
tse Rabbitte family,

Munster champions Sacred Heart
Tonght game]}l. bk girugeled to con-
tain the game’s standont player, Sabi-
na Rabbitte, This was one of the few
GAA Mxtures completed this weekend
and plaved out amid incessant rain
and a gale wind, What should have
been an enteriaining spectacte turned
inte a battle of attrition. Both sets of

B Ger McCarthy

plat;:rﬁ deserve craldt for their efforts
ambd such awful conditions,

Athenry began with the afd of the
wind and apencd the seoring coliresy
of an Olwen Rabbitte goal after fve
minutes. Secred Heart responded via
an Eimear O°Brien fireo, buk their op-
ponents prissing and Sabing Rab-
bitie added a second green fiag an tha
fusarter hosr. .

A ferocious midfield battle saw
nefther side shirk a tackbe and Sacred
Henrt's defence repel a succession of
attacks, Katie Molan's goal bound shot
wg:t :;Inpped ?'mr thmr Ty Au;gnnr
B egper Laura ney o Peduce
ther deficik.

Presentation heeded that warning
and dominated the second quarier

Megan Gannon made it 2-3 to 0-E The
two playvers combined for Rabbitte to
score her second and a-marvel-
logis Canimbe Kelly point sent Athenry
Im 34 1o 0-2 ahend af the bieak,
Athenry sealed when Sabina
Rabbitte completed her hat-trick a
minnie after the restart. Goalkeeper
Shofea Parwell prodeced mum
ant saves and Eimear O°Brien a
conphe of frees o keep Clonakilty on
the frant fest. The day belonged to
Presentation College Athenry how-
ever. as Sabina Rabbitte sealed their
phace En the All-Treland final with two
late goals.
Sconers for Satred Haan Clonakimys B OB 0-
2 eas), K hokan 0-1,
Secrers lor Presentation College Athanry: 5
Feabzime 5-2 (1 frew), O Peabbaie 1-0, M Gannon, ©
Hedy and E Joyoe 0-1 oach.
SACHED HEAAT CLOMAMILTY: § Patwad [Halln-
ancarthy); N Kprmedy {Clonakiiyl, K O Donovan

" |Cionakeyt,
] W oddodan | i
O Dwasy {Clonakilty); N
CrBsion jcapisin - E k

Sube: A O'Fiyen Lasde H;iHI.I:CﬂE-
22 R Daasy (KEmasn) for & OF (38, indl,
Hiisiung fr O [44], A Whefion

(Clonakdy
(Clonakilty] for L Suiban (48}, G Myhan (Ennds-
haang] for C Wonphy (52

; IETWMMIEIFM

+ € Ouirkcn |Ahemey): K Colerman [Craugh-

vl B [riilopmimn], G Lisee (G G

e 'Amm |Anrmir hrrm-r:ﬁ
; nax !

Cronnsty | + E Jopsa (Abbayknockmary), 2

Treaooy . (L2
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I w_ ~y ml“l[ﬂ“’-
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Rederne Hovin Oriinien [Patrickawel]

Mulcahy admits his side were beaten by better team

SACHED HEART Clonakilty were defeatod by a Sabi-
na Rabbitte-inspired Presentation College Athenry
in the All-kreland Jundor A Camogle semi-final at
Ahamilla st weekend,

Munster Champlons, SH Clonakilty. produced a
hattlimg display in deeadful weather conditions but
couldn®t pravent thelr Galway opponents from
reaching an All-lreland secondary sehood final,

“They ran out comprehensive winners and are a
super team,” Sacred Hearl Clonakilty coach Clardn
Mulcahy told The Echu.

“We tricd our best and stuck with ilbem s best we
coubll. 1 think the superior team won on the day, but
Wi A0 WErY happi':llu et the run thit wa got by win-
ning a first over Munster A Camogle title this vear,
Thatisa achicvomoni for a school ss far west as
sacred Heart Clonakilty,” Muleahy's sentimenis
Eﬁﬂﬂim by fellow SH Clonakilty coacl Brian

REALTION

u Ger McCarthy

“ie have unbellevable characters in our dressing
roor and won Munster fn our first sear af the Jankor
A grade.” Daly commanted.

“Tha better team won today but Sacred Heart
Clonakilty won't ever be beaten for lack of effort.
There were timses we have plaved superior teams bt
wir beat them because wao more desire. We may
mrt have as much hirling as them but will always
give everything. [ can®t ask any more from the girls

“It {5 & weird pesition to be inafter bosing an All-
Ireland somi-final but T'm as prosd of the girls today
s I have been on any other time th ut the pasi
vear.” The occupants of the winning FIg Feain
worre delighted to have overcome the elements and
sueh tough opposition to reach an All-Ireland de-

cider. Sabina Rabbitte plaved a big role in that
achisvement, but Athenry Coach Fiona Page ook
tima: to pay iribute io her entite panel’s success.

“They got thelr reward today 10 get to an All-Tre.
Llamd Tio b homeest, we dbdn't think mdch about
the game possible being called off becansze of the
weather. We walked the J:Lu:n in the morning and
thought it Iooked good. 1t was in great nick. The
iﬂm:ﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬂ- lmFtTa eﬂnbh'u“wm

2 team it to soa
Sacred Heart Clonakilty's challenge, Filona Pgﬁ
coildn’t help but praise Sabina Rabbitte's standout
individual display and contribution of 5-2.

"Sabing iz a ckaes act,” Page sdmitted,

“She Is out again wemorrow for the Galway mi-
nors, Sabina doez extra work by horself and the goals
she got today wiene will . We haves
panel overall, but our six backs and two
Are A great anit”



The UCC team that contests the Ashbouwrme Cup this veekend.

E Kieran Doherty

TT°5 a big weekend for students today and
tomorrow as all eyves will be on the WIT
campis as they host camogie's oldest
competithons the Ashbourne Cup.

weekend will be a busy one for the
COAD o fsing committes as also &n
the calendar of events will also see the
Purcell and Fr Meaghair Cop competi-
tions taking place.

The Ashbourne Cup is camogie's oldest
and most prestigions competitions it's
the o callom 0 L Bar

Lol co g life for ca-
mogle playing students, Hu%e prepara-
tions will have been made by all con-
cernted sined term began and the scene is
now set for what promises to be feast of

colleges camogie.

The highest division In college’s camo-
gle the competition features many of the
currént stars of the game with a huige
nimber of our most elite players particl-

ing each year, The competition was the
rainchild of Agnes OrFarrell founder
member and presibent of the UCD camo-
ghe club who later served as president of
the Camogier Association. In 1915 she per-
suaﬂedmlr.nl;g ﬁahhuurmne to dlI:Eulm ]
trophy camagie intervarsity com-
petition. The first game m:!ﬁe’s. c&nﬁe
book between UCC UCH and it
went strenggth to strength with Inter-
ust beginning to grow as moere universities
entered the competition.

Since 2010 the Purcell Cup has been
stages alongside the Ashbonrne which
has been contested for since 1977. The
Purcsll Cup is the thind level colleges divi-
ston 2 champlionship and was donated
Una Purcell, president of the Camogie As-
sociation her hushand Padradg who was
Gaelic games oo i for the frish
Prese. The format 1z similar to the Ash-
bourne Cup in the final stages of the com-
petition six teams are divided into two
groiips of three in which each team play
two maiches, The top two in each group
goes through to the cup semi-finals while
the bottom team in each group plays in
the final of the Purcell Shield. The Purcell
Eupwhnumtglagntlm Aghbourne Shield
ranners-up the following vear to deter-

mimne otion and relegation. Having
hﬁh![;‘ﬂlm established for non-univer-

Feast of colleges
cup action at Wi

The CIT camogie squad that contests the Purcell Cup this weekend. |

sity colleges in 1977, the standard of the

team rather than the type of university de-

termined whether ghould partici-

Entein the Ashbourne Cup or the Purcell
(1415

Colleges who do not compete in the
Ashbourne and Purcell Cups play for the
Fr Meaghair Cup it was inaugurated in
1986 and the format i5 similar to the Ash-
bourne and Parceil. s

Close on 400 camogie players will de-
soend on the WIT complex this afterncon
for the semi-finals in the three competi-
tions. Many of the plavers In action are al-
ready involved in inter-county camogie
while for a lot of players it will be & hoge
privilege to represent their college on
such a prestigions stage. Down through
the years many players have mads the
break through to inter connty camogie
thanks to their efforts in Ashbourne and
Inter county mangers will be out in force
keeping an eve to B3

Last senson UL made it four in a row of
titles and they will be going all out to
make 1§ five when they mect WIT at
1245pm in the first semi-final with UGG
will meeting DU bnihe second semi-final
at Z45pm. [t's been 18 years since UCE
wera victorions, can they breach the nﬁ’
They have a strong slde and will certainly
o in confident of making it 1o the Tinal,
It's down to the last four and they want to
go all the way. This year Ken Bulman,
Fergal Cullinane, Dave Ellis ave joined at
lmﬁ]e]m Cork intermodinte manager
Mark Me McCarthy and former Cork sen-
o Linda Mellerick and they are deters

mingl to get UCC back on the victory ros-
trum.

' CAMOGIE

Cugp finsd (Thind
*-wenl aillogea): UL 3-14 LCC 2
Purcell Cup Aasl: UCD 146 TUD -5
E‘“hnﬂm#ﬂlﬂh

PG AshDourng

The Purcell Cup semi-finala go ahead ad
14.45pm with CIT mesting UCD and UL
Facing TUD.

Cork are well represented in the Ash-
bowrme semi-finals with UCC fielding &
sirong side that will feature a host of Cork
seniors and Intermediate plavers includ-
ing Chipe Sigerson who captains the side,
Orla Cronin, Laura Haves, Mora O'Rior-
dan, Keeva MeMoCarthy Lauren Calla-
nan, Namh O'Leary and Waterford's 5i-
heal Harmey, Last year they lost out in the
final to UL and they will be hoping for
better fortunes this year,

DU have a sprinkling of inter-connty
plavers as well with Waterford's Clara
Jackman, Kilkenny's Michelle Techan,
Ciara Fhelan and Kelly Ann Doyle, Gal-
way's Ava Lynskoy and Cork intermedi-
ate player Rachel Harty,

T will feature Waterford's Brianna
(¥ Regan, Kilkenny's Aisling Maher and
Mary Burke from Killenny.

Tipperary's Roisin Howard, Water-
ford's Beth ton and Annie Fitegerald,
Limerick's Kebecea Deloe amd Aoife Hur-
ley form St Catharine's Cork will spear-
head a sirong UL challenge for five in row,

The Ashbourne Cup weekend always
attracts huge crowds and big su tis
expected on both days for what will be a
tightly fought serics ol semi-finals and fin-
als, Tomorrow Sunday all eyos will be fo-
cised on the Ashbourne, Purcell and
Meaghair Cap fnals. At 12 noon 1t's the
Fathor Meaghakr final, followed at 2pm by
the Purcell Cup final with the big one the
Ashbourne Cup (inal at 4pm.

I promises to be s feast of colloga’™s ca-
O

McAllen

and Lynch
thrilledwith
awards

AWARDS

o John Tarrant

SARSFIELDS Camogie
Glanmire Ladies Footballer
Olivia MeAllen along with
Sars keeper Molly Lynch
rounded off the memoriesz of a
brillinnt past 12 months on s
curing the Cork City and
County Youth Supremse Sporis
Star of the Year hosted in the
Mutropole Hotel.

Cork's most talented young
sporting achievers won the ad-
miration of civic dignitaries
and adminisirators, the ten-
slon and excitement grew as
the audience waited (o hear
the destiny of the Sporis Star
of the Year hosted in conjune-
tion with John Buckiey
Spaoris, ’

McAllen and Lynch were
phenomenal for their clubs
and county. Key to Sarsfields
Camogie breakthrough to win
the county senior tithe after a
J0-yemr Wkt

Siccezs at underage level,
duia] player Olivia captained
the Cork Ule Cammoggie All-[re
lamad wimning teaim in addition
to leading the Cork Ladics
16 Football side to betier
Kerry in thie Munster final.,

Sarsficlds had five giris on
the camogie panel while Glan-
mire Ladies Foothall were rep-
resented by four players on
the county squad which ifn-
cluded Olivia‘s twin sistor
Adshling. Summing up her in-
volvement, Olivia had a very
ur:]-:lynbh: year with Cork and
paid tribute to the players,
management, camogie man-
aper Donke Daly and foeotiball
mienager enis Mulvihiil,

*1 wis honoursd 1o e cap:
tadin of a great bunch of girls in
a terrific season for Sars,
Glanmire and the county
beams.

“With the addition of the
Junior Certificate, it proved to
ber & busy year but the coaches
were very understanding,
sadd Olivia.

Colleague Molly had to
make the difficult decision of
getting surgery to correct a
knee cap dislocation. Working
pxtremely hard for six months
to get back to full fitness, she
was duly awarded for her ef-
foris on selection on the 201%
Cork Minor team who wenl on
to retain their All-Ireland
title.

That was the staii of a mem-
arable year for Molly, goal-
keeper to the Sars Senlor Ca-
magle team that It;rh:ged ﬂ:a
M-yvear gap to collect countly
accolndes,

University of Limerick will aim to win

p Cup in @ row this

face UCE in the final, the team that

Lask four finals. UL overturned an

aint dieficlt to beat hosts WIT 1-6 to 1-5.

gol all the winning side's points,

@ late UCE got the batter of DCU

. D=6 to 0-2.



j Ashbournz
University of

Limerick 314

University .
College Cork 0-1

Daragh O Conchiir
Carriganone

L

The University of Limerick se-
cired an Ashbourne Cup five-
in-a-row, emerging deserving
winmers over a gutsy but out-
Emnr.-d UEE af WIT Arena in

FRIMTE

It was a bliter phll to swal.
low for the Leesiders, who
have lost to UL in each of those

campEigns.

Bt the Cork side jost had
no answor (o4 slde sting
he type of frepowar provided

boint-capiain Beth Carton;
who finished with player-of-
the-maich onours for the Sise-
ond conseeutive season, Tip-
perary's Clardha Malor and
two inter-connty stars that
will be the chief threais for
thoir elubs on Alldreland duty
af the end of the month, Siob-
hin MeGrath (Sarsflelds and
Catway) and Annie Fitrgerakl
{Gaklltir and Waterford).

Four-time All-Ireland
winner with Cork, Orla Cro-
nin teok the fight to the Shan-
nonsiders, nﬂﬁ:uwﬂrlm LY
Intormediate Rebels, Huyley
Ryan and Finola Neville along
with Tlpp attacker Caoimho
Perdue. But deapite their ef-
foriz, they never looked like
upseiting the odds,

Keevn MoCarthy opened the
scoring with a brilliant point
after 87 seconds for TCEC bt
UL guickly settled into their
groove, Carton feeding Wator-
fapd teammate Fitzgerald for
the equaliser before convert-
Ing thired foees.

The double All-Star, who
bl 15 o the De La Salle elub
Just three mibes away, turnsd
r onee maore with n de-

ectable pass for Maher fo
point and when H:hzr&m]m
in the Bl minute, UCC were

in o
1t wns a well-worked score,

Carten coming out of a rck in
possession and Toeding
Maher, who aleRussea
with Fitzgerald before finish-
ing with a bow shot past Sarmh
Aherne.

That put seven points be-
tween the sides and while Cro-
nin shot three points to give
the Skull and Crossbones
some hope, that was quickly

dashed when McGrath rattled
the net with a first-time pull
off the sod In the E2nd minste,

Cronin was impressive fnom
frees but so was Carbon at the
other end and UL had a
greater breadth of unring
threat, Malréad Burke an
Rddsin Howard also polnting
to leave it 2.8 to 0-7 at half-
ime

UCT nimeded goals but could
not break down a UL defence
that was aided by the induws-
trious Scphie O'Callaghan.

On the rare oocasion Debo-
rah Murphy was called upon.,
the Ciare neiminder was not
found wanting cither.

Cronin slofted & neat score
but Carton bulleted o 391h
minute panalty to the net,

after Fitzgerald had besn umn-
ceremoniously hauled ti the

and thers would be no
way back for LICC.

Earlier In the day, UCD
elalmed the UPMC Purcell
Cup, cementing their return
tix thi tog ter with & 1-6 fo -5
victory against Technical Uni-
yersity Dublin while 12 polnts
from Limerick’s Laura Stack

Two Cork schools have
Post Primary All-Ireland
Colleges Camogie Finals
on Saturday.

In the Tesco ‘B’ decider,
$1 Mary's Midleton play
Loretto Beaufort from
publin in 5t Rymagh's
Ground Banagher at tpem,
ancl the Cork school will
look to Al Smith, Anita
Hurley and Admee Mor-
gan, who are all current
Cork minors, and under
16 player Apdfie Healy.

In the "I Final, Coldiste
An Chrol Maofa Carrig
Ma bFhear play Coldiste
Mhuire lohnstown from
Kilkenny in Clonmel, also
at 1lpm. Emma Murphy
capains the team, with
Cliona Martin, Tara McCa-
rthyy, Meaghin Martin and
Sarah Aherne leading
their bid fior a historic first
title - best of luck to both
Cork schools,

Powerful UL outgun UCC
to complete drive for five

UiL's Roisin Howard and Beth
Carton battling with UCC's Finala
Neville and Roisin Phelan in

._mla:lurﬁmﬂml

Picture: bngha/Laszlo Geczo

helped TCD to o (-13 to B-8
trinmph over TED's secand
team in the Fr Meachair Cup

final.

Goanens Tor UL I Cartoe -8 40-80, 1-0

o) 5 MeGenth 123 G Wb i8] &
: bl B, A Hoveard, C Lyons

-1 sach.

Soorers bor LGE: O Cronn 0850 C

Pustus 0-X K MoCanhy, K Blasr, F sl

i (1], L Hapes 0-1 aach

I;llll._' O Mucphy [Clarecastis’fao), ©
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Storm Rabbitte breaks Hearts

oung Clon team will bounce
back from All-Ireland semi-
final loss, insists manager

PRESENTATION
COLLEGE ATHENRY 6-5
SACREDHEARTSS 0-4

TOM LYONS REPORTS

[T wasn't Storm Dennis that de-
feated Sacred Heart Secondary
Sehool in their All-Ireland jun-
ior A schools’ camogie semi-fi-
nal at wind and rain-ravaged
Clonakilty last Saturday.

Instead, it was Storm Rab-
bitte that dashed the Clon
school's hopes of an All-Ireland
final afier Sabina Rabbitte in-
spired Presentation College,
Athenry 1o victory,

Lining out at full forward,
Rabbirte, daughter of legend-
ary Galway hurler Joe Rabbitte,
was a class apart as she rifled
hiome five goals and added two
points for good measure. With
her sister, CHwen, acoounting
for 1-1 at cormer forward, Clo-
nakilty have good reason (o re-
member the name Rabbitte in
their first venture in this grade.

In their first year in the A

grade, Sacred Heart achieved
admirably in winning the Mun-
ster title but on Saturday, in
atrociows weather conditions,
they came up against a class
Athenry side, who have their
sights firmly set on their first
Al-Treland ttle since 2005,

‘Our immediate reaction is
that we couldn't be more proud

of our girls,” said Clonakilty
coach Brian Daly.

“The scoreboard tells the sto-
ry of how good Athenry are
but this was all about our @wn
girls for us today. It's owr first
;,'r:ﬁruphard to win a Munster
title is nothing short of phe-
momenal.

*Teams don't like 1o get
drawn against us because we
have built up a reputation of
giving everything out on the
pitch. And that is what you saw

“We had over 33 training with
this team and there’s a great
attitude among the girls, no
mé-féin stuff. They're a young
side with eight of the starting
15 available again next season.

We had about 16 second years .

on the panel and theyll be all
underage again next year. This
geason we've won the county
cenior A for the first time and
the Munster junior A, also for
the first time, 50 the future for
camogle in the school is ex-
tremely bright.

The gale of diagonal wind
slightly favoured Clonakilty
in the opening half and it was
chear from the throw-in that the
Galway girls had a clear phys-
ical advantage, which proved
vital in the shocking conditions,

With Clon forewarned of
the threat of Sabina Rabbitte,
it was her sister, (lwen, who
struck the first blow in the sev-
enth minute when she ramled

ﬁmmmmammmnﬁmﬂmmmmm

Semﬂaq.r
pust—pmm]l.liwﬁmmgltmﬂrﬁﬂ at Clonalkiity on Saturday.

the back of the Clon net.

Undaunted, Clon dug in, but
scores were hard 1o come by.
Eimear 'Brien, Clon's best
player on the day, pointed a free
and it was 10 ta 0-1 at the end
of a hard-fought first quarter.

The second guarter saw
Sabina Rabbitte getting into
her stride, despite some brave
defending from Clon full back
Kate O'Donovan. Rabbitte's
two goals, sandwiching points
from play and a free, put elear
daylight between the feams.
Further points from Megan
Gannon and Casimhe Kel-
Iy widened the gap but Clon
almaost had a goal when Kate
Nolan saw her shot brilliant-
Iy tipped over the crosshar by
goalkeeper Laura Freeney.

It was 3-4 vo 0-2 at half time
and supporters were fearing
that Clon might be in for a
drubbing in the second half, es-
pecially when Sabina Rabbitte
struck for her third goal im-
mediately on the resumprion.
To their credit, Clon refused 1o
wilt and gave as good as they
gotall over the pitch as the half
WOrE 0.

Zabina Rabhitie went on o
complete a second-half hat-
trick of goals, while Olwen
Rabbitte added their only paint
of the half.

Clon battled hard right
to the end with full forward
Eimear O'Brien, who switched
very successfully to the role of
sweeper, comverting two frocs,
Siofra Patwell coped extremely
well in difficult conditions in

* goal, making some fing saves,

while Kate O'Tonovan, Mary
Murphy and Niamh Ecnnedy

gave their all in defence. Mid-
ficlders, Lynda Sutton and Mil-
lie Condon, played their hearts
gut and came off exhausted at
the end, while Cacimbe Mur-
phy, Kate Nolan and Katic
¥ Driscoll tried hard in attack.

They might have missed out
on the All-Ireland final, but
Sacred Heart cerainky lost no
honour in a great battling per-
formance.

Scorers

Sacred Heart: Eimear O'8rien 0- 3
Kate MolaniD-1,
Presentation College Athenny:
Sabina Rabbitte 5-2 Olwen
Rabbite -1 Megan Gannon,
Caeirnhe Hely 0-1each.

Sacred Heart: Shalr Patwed
[Balnascarthy k Nlamh Kennedy
[Clonakity], Kate O'Donoyan
[KRmeen], Alansh O'Brien
{Clonakiity ) Maeve Kingston
(Bafinascan by ). Mary Murplyy
(¥irmseen), Clara White (Clonakdity )
Lyella Sast Ron [die.), Millka Condon
{ Ballinascart byl Kate Molan

{ Chonakiity ), Caolmihe Murphy
{kimeen), OrlathDeasy &
[Clonakdty ); Miarmh McCarthy
{KiEmeen), Eimear OBrien
(Ermiskeane], Katie O'Driscoll
{Clanakity). ,

Subs: Aolle OFlynn Meade
{Clonaidity) for NMcCarthy (38),
Rachd Deasy (Kilmeen) for A
OBrien [ 28). ClaaMourfhane
[Clonakitty) far O Deasy (46).
Margaret Sexton (Kibrittain)
for L Sution (48], Grace Myhan
{Ermiskeanc) for € Murphry (53],
TaraFleming [Barmyroe] for b
Ciondon [55),

Presantation College,
Athenry: Lou Froenicys Graon
bduirpiny, Miamh Freeney, Chioa

-

dw.rfllgtrrehi:'lrﬂ:nd
{Photos: Paddy Feen)

sanﬂmmtmuiﬂmdemtmuuﬂer
pressure from Presentation College's Megan Gannon.

@ THE HIGHLIGHTS ___

Our Star: Lots of brave performances onboth sklesinthe appaling
concitions but Athenry full forward Sabina Rabbitte stood head and
shoulders above 3, hitting five goals and causing havoc in the Clon

dielence, A T tune senlor Gabwan St

Star rament: Goals ard Sves galore but Satina Rabbltte™s goal
mmmmmwmmmmmm

have harboured of a comebach.

Talicing point: The bravery of all the playeers inthe shocking concitions
ared, of cowrse. the urnveling of a future camogie star,

What's next? Athenny get ready for an Al-lrefand final while Sacred
Heart ks satisfactionin a successTulmakden woyage intha A grade

and 3 young skic for nest season

Cjuirhos: Belsha Calernan, Ellan
Burke, Grace Leen; Cacimbie Kely,
Aoibhe Carr; TarabMaber, Mogan
Gannan, Absing Croanetdy: Ermema
Joeyei, Sabing Rablitbe, Disen
Rabbitte.

Subs: Kayla Madden for E Joyoe
{45}, Alleen Treacy for E Burke (50,
Riachiel Gannan for A Crannelly
{53}, Siobhdn Coarr for T Maher (551
Kacey Coleman for G Leen (S8
Referee Kevin OBrien (Limerick).



Heartbreak as Cronin loses

BY KIERANM McCARTHY

THE Ashbourne Cup has not
been kind to Orla Cronin,

Prior o last weekend, the
Enniskeane woman had lost
three Ashbourne Cup finalsin
the colours of UCC, including
one a5 caplain in 2018,

Mot involved with UCC last
year, the Cork forward (24)
is back on campus with the
college this season and a mas-
sive addition to their hopes of
wrestling the Ashbourne Cup
off five-in-a-row chasing UL

But there was no fairy tale
storyat the WIT Arenain Car-
riganore last weekend.

Cronin was on Larget
with two points in Satur-
day’s semi-final win (-6 to
0-2} against DCU, and that
sent UCC back into the final
against their familiar foe, UL,

UCC were hell bent on
ending their 17-vear wait for
Ashbourne Cup glory, bt the

Those five titles on the trot
have all come at UCC's ex-
pense inthe final.

" The Limerick college won
Cunday’ & showplece declder
by 3'1'1 16 0-12, despite the

best efforts of Cronin who
wop-seared for UOC with six
podnts, five from frees.

Crondn was well supported
by Cork intermediate ployers,
Hayley Byan and Finola Nev-
(lle, and Tipperary forward
Caoimhe Perdue, bur UCC
never looked like upsetting
the odds against a UL team in-
spired by player-of-the-match
Beth Cartomn,

Four-time All-Ireland win-
ner Cromin kept UCC in touch
with her frees in the firse half
but they trailed 2-9 o 0-T at
half-time.

The goals that UCC need-
ed in the second half nev-
er came, resulting in mors
Ashbourne Gup heartbreak
for the West Cork woman.
Maeve Lynch from MNew-
Costown came On A8 & SoC-
ond-half sub for UCC,

Earlier on Sunday, Ballinas-
carthy's Moira Barrett was
involved with the UCD team
that wios the Purcell Cup and
carned their return 1o the op

tier with o 146 to (=5 viciory
against Technical University
Duiblin.

In 2018 Barrett captained
the Cork minor camaofgie team
ta All-Irelnnd minor A glory.

ABOVE: UCC's Orla Cronin gets away from UL's Alannah Ryan during
INSET: Balinascarthy's

Suniday.

the Ashbourne Cup final at the WIT Arenain Waterford on
Moira Barrett {right) in action for UCD as they won the Purcell

Kilbrittain woman hoping to fire Cork intermediates to success

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

EATE Wall could give her old-
er brother Jamie a run for his
ey when il comes to inter-
VIEWE.

He's well able to talk, but sois
Kate: She insists that he's more
articobace but 20 minuies into
this chat, it's as engaging as the
first mimute,

She's passiomate about camo-
gie. I's been a part of her life for
s bong as she can remember.

Tve been playing camoghe
since | was three years of age,’
Kate says,

It's a maszive part of my life
and who I am, it's part of my
identity in s boad of ways.

‘I woaddn't be allowed in the
door at home if [ waso't play-
ing, she jokes,

Her father, Michael, a Tip-
perary man, knows hurling in-
side out and back to front. So
too does Jamie whose hurling
CY is impressive - he played
minor and U21 with Cork, has
coached Mary 1 to Fitzgibbon
Cup success, coached the Cork
U164 and is the current manag-
e of the Kilbrittaln intermedi-
nbe hurlers. There's also Kate's
twin brother, Philip, who lines
oant with Eilbritcakn ar home,

. That's a wealth of knowledge
to lean on when needed and

‘Iflwas agame, Jamie would tell me
watch this, watch that, watch why the centre
forward makes this run, tellme they should
be running to.’

Kate avails of it when she can.
Jamie's ot known for keep-
ing his opinkens to himself, she
jokes,

"Dad and Jamie, they woulkd
b two who I'd turn to
for adwice, the Cork Intermedi-
ate forward says.

“If I was watching a game,
Jamie wotlkd tell me warch this,
watch that, watch why the cen-
tre forward makes this run, tell
me whiere they should be run-
ning tow 18 even about wanting
it and desire, aboot dving on
a ball in a match and how you
shoubdact like every ball is your
last ball.

They are strong Influences
on Kate, but she i very much
her own woman (oo,

The 20-year-ald is in her
third year on the Cork inter-
mediate camogle team. In her
first season, 2008, she won an
All-lretamd title, and that'’s the
target apain this year,

% been involved on Cork
teams since fifth class in ma-
tiomal school and has come up

through the ranks, from Ul4
to UG to minor, reaching the
All-Treland semi-final in her last
year as minor and she start-
cd all that campaign at centre
forward.

Then came the call-up to the
intermediate panel.

*That was & huge deal,’ Kate

cxplains.

“When 1 got the break into
the intermediate team [ was
delighted because [ got my foot
in the doos.

‘It was a great experience
to be training with women. 1
had never played with Likes of
Niamh Ni Chacimbh, Sarah Har-
rington and Leah Weste, In and
out of the dressing-room they
showed you how o prepare for
matches, how to train, how to
eat properfy.

Kate points out another big
difference between minor and
intermediane; physicality.

You go from playing against
girls to playing against wom-
en and that's more physical. 1
found the physicality a step up,

that element wasn't there in
minor and it akes time to get
used to that.”

Now in her third vear ot in-
termediate inter-county leved,
she knows what it's all about,
has experienced the high of
the All-lretand win in 20018 and
the disappointment of kast year
when a new-beok Cork relin-
quished their tile.

Off the back of their 2018
success, Cork had to start last
season with a new squad, and
Eate was one of the few players
who were able to be re-graded.

‘It was a new team 50 it'’s a
bullding process again to get a
team together that can win an
All-Ireland, to get to know each
oither and to get that bond = but
we came really chose last year,
the Kilbrittain/Timoleague
club woman explins.

‘For a new team to be theoe
or thereabouts last vear was
very encouraging and we want
tix build on that this season.’

So far this year, In the Lintle-
woods Ireland Camogie League
Divigion 2, Cork beat Kilkenmy
{1-11 to 012} on the opening
weekend and then lost ro Meath
at vome (06 1o O-3) in horrible
weather conditions. Cork aren’t
i action again until a March
Eth trip to Kildare and then a
home te against Westmeath,

The league is important, bt
there's the blager pleture to
keep in mind too.

“You'd never say no 1o a na-
tional lexgee tithe. In my first
vear with the intermediates 1
win & national beague and i
meant a bt because it was my
first win with the intermedi-

" Kate says,

I'd never take the league for
granted, but it is all about the
championship and it's about
budlding a team and bullding
a panel that can compete - be-
cause we have six champion-
ship pamis in o short space of
time during the summer.

“There are abowr 54 girls on
the training panel at the mo-
ment amd there is great talent
in Cork camogle right mow, the
mimds have won the last two
Alklrdands and we have play-
o5 coming off those teams; the
senbor county championship
has come on leaps and bounds
and the standard is high now,

“There Is great ambdrion in
this team, we want 1o win an
ﬁll-lmlin-:l.mﬁitiswtthmuur
reach and within our capabil-
it

Far players on the interme
diate panel, they realise this is
a Mepping stone 0 the sendor
set-up. Thiz is thefr chance to
show senior manager Paudie
Murray and his managemént
team what they can do.

The dream ks to play senior

with Cork. That's what Kate
wants ton,

“The intermediate is about
developing you as a plaver and
the goal is o play senlor,” she

BETEes,

"We share the dressing-room
with the senior girls and they
are who you look up up. You
see Chloe Sigerson oumside an
hour before training taking
frees and that’s who you aspire
to be like,

That's the goal for evervone,
to play senior. You want 1o be
om that senior panel, vou want
to be In there, The intermedi-
ane is & stepping stone. Look
at Linda Collins from Courcey
Rovers, she was plaver of the
match in the 2018 All-Ireland
intermediate final and then
she got called up. She had two
vears developing as an inter-
mediate plaver and then she
Eﬂlﬁﬂrduptﬂmeml'pm-
el and she's playing there now.”

A nursing student in Cork,
Eare has the summer off from
work placement o that's more
time for camogie as the Rebels
hope o build on last year's en-
cournging performances.

There’s more to come from
Eate-and this Cork tzam,



Coldiste an Chrol Naofa, who play in the Tesco Sendor D All-Ireland final.

Two Cork schools goin
search of AlFreland
glory this weekend

THIS i a big day for ten Cork
schools as they go in 2earch of
Adl-Ireland honours.

It is grest to see Cork teams
once again featuring at All-
Tretand level and baitling for
title, Last weekend Clonakilty
failed to get over the final
hurdle as they lost ont in the
Juanior series.

It"s all systems go as 5t
Mary's from Midleton head to
Banagher in Offaly where
they will take on Loreto from
Dublin in the Tesco Post Pri-
mary All-lreland Senior B
finak
. Colifste an Chroi Naofa,
Carraie na bhFear hit the road
to the Clonmel Commercials
GAA groands for thelr meet-
ing with Colaiste Mhuire
Johnstown Kilkenny in the
Tesco Post Primary All-Ire-
land Sendior I} final.

ﬁ;ﬂaﬂ'%ﬂidﬁ:tiﬂﬁ]ini-
ca the cha

aid tﬁmintmn Eu!el];g
B‘:l‘b]in 0-18 10 1-4 to advance fo
the final, They are a strong
side with Cork minors All
Smith, Anita Hurley and Amie
Morgan and Cork Ul6 Acifs
Haaly,

Two vears ago they took the
junior colleges title and they
have made hoge strides to
make it to the Sentor B de-
cider. Loreto had a fine vic-
tory over Banagher on

a 2-14 to 3-8 and they willbe de- |

termined to Keep that going
-nrlr:l take the title to the capi-
tal.
Colaiste an Chrod Maofn had
& superb victory over Convent
of Mercy Roscommon and
they will be led today by last
season's All-Ireland winning
Cork miner joint captain
Emma Murphy and last year's
Cork minor Cliona Martin,
ﬂﬁ%ﬂ&‘r}; minor Tara
2 A UlE Meaghan
Martin and Glen Rovers sen-
ior Liza O'Riordan.

Colilste Mhuire had a point
o spare over Heart's Mewry in
a hattle of a semi-final and
they will be looking to Aasife
Ryan, Sarah Phelan, Kelly

ebater Michaela Ryan and
Elmear Fitzpatrick to lead the
way for them.

MINOR:
Dublin 1-12

'Cork 1-9

| MOT the best of starts for re-
igning All-Ireland minor

ploms Cork In their quest
for three in a row as Dublin
jheld out on Saturday last to
record a thres-point victory in
e apening game of the round
robin serbes,

Giists of wind and spitting
rain from Storm Dennis in

CAMOGIE

m Mary Mewman

Bray didn't help matters as
the teams took to the fleld.

Afsling O'Meill opened the
home acconnt with a point
and with Niamh Comerford
adding one from a free and
they wont threee clear thanks
to O Neill.

Cork found strong resis-
tance from the Dublin defence
before Kebecca Sheehan fin-
izhes to the net in a goal
masth scranthle,

The sides exchangesd paints
Ciara Golden and Niamh
Comeford on target as the rain

thered momeniom and with

oth defences under a lot of
preszure Dublin foree a 45
which ord converied.

Cork replicd with a Cladagh
Finn point but Dublin apper
the pace to finish the half
stronger adding two points io
thetrge L a free l'rnmpnllnmcr-
ford and ane from play by
Katie McDonald puis them 0-7
to 1-2 ahead at the interval.

Cork applied pressure from
the restart with two Daire
O'Brien points to lewvel
matiers, Comerford and
O Nefll again edge Dublin
bnck in frond as the wind and
the rain howled.

Cork cot it back again to a

t but Ellen Dun midla

i tweo with a ton: rim

before Comerford converied a
Frea to make i (hree points.

With both defences still
under a kot of pressure it was
ond to end stuff.

Dublin won a free which
Katie McDonald sent goal
wards where Comeford duly
d ched it to the net.

rk produced & strong fin-
ish which saw them hit two
ints from play 1sobal Shee-

n and Ali 3mith on target
but Duiblin replied with one.

Cork responded with two in
a row from Claire Kingston
and Smith but it was not
enough as Dublin had main-
tained and protected their
small bt vital lead when [t
mattered.

With all the ofher games In
the group cancelled last woe-
kemd due toweather Dublin sit
on top of the table. Cork will
o re focas and batile t0 gain
a foothold as they try to secure
a =emi-final spot.

They will take on Tipperary
on February 28 and Waterford
on March 7 both game at home
hefore travelling away to Wex-
ford on March 21 and Laois
and March 28 and from hére
or in every game is vital if the
semi-final spot 15 to be se-
cured.

Slaughtneil’s Siobhan Bradley cears ahead of Susan Daly uin‘ﬂ'ﬁ"ﬂgml:.n du

semi-final in Donaghmare Ashbourne GAA, Co Meath last month.

Slaughtneil’

ring their AIB Camogie All-treland Senior Club Championship

Pictuwe IHPHO Morgan Treacy

story rolis on

CAMOGIE

Mellerick

SLAUGHTMEIL remain on target to
become only the second club to
achieve four-in-a-row honours in the
AlB All-Ireland Senior Club Cham-
pionship,

The Derey champions face familiar Dﬂi
position in Sarsfields, Galway, In thelr b

to join Wexford's Buffer's Alley in the his-
tory books.

The two teams met in the 2007 and 2008
finals.

The story of Slaughtnetl is inspiring.

Around 2004 things began to change in
Slatghtneil, They didn't suddenly benefit
from a big increase in population to
change their fortunes: there are stl] only
300 houses in the little parish at the foof of
the Glenshane mountains. but every
single one of them started working to-
gether,

The GAA club became the absoluie
eentre of the copymunity, and nothing else
woiild take away from it, Kids and their
parents would be down there every sec.
ond night, the kids practising, the parents
all giving a helping hand be it through
coaching or through organising.

And how it has paid off,

In the last few years, the Derry club
have become an inspiration for every
other chub in the country.

In Camogie, women like Gralnne
O'Kane and Slobhin Bradley have led
therm o glory but the way they talk about
their community, their teammates and
abourt the pride of it &l just sums them up.

“1 genn mgjmt think it is the attitudes

of people in the cluh, overyone biys into
the same ethos. Slaughineil itself is a
amall, rural Derry ciab but full of people
with passion and heart for GAA anid all
the one calture,™ said joint captain Siab-
han Bradley.

Om the intercounty scene matters have
pushed back a little due o the sterms over

A disappointed Grace Walsh of Kilkenny leaves the field after the Liberty Insurancé All-lreland
Senior Camogie Championship final against Galway at Croke Park in Dublin [ast September.

the past twoe weekends. Cork's postponed
game with Ofaly looks like it will go
ahead on March 15, First pliace from each
group will head straight to the final.
Therefore, the key game should o be-
tween Cork and Kilkenny in Cork an
March B. You would cxpect both Cork and
Kilkenmy 1o ascount for thelr twoe remain-
ing pamies, both against Clare and Offaly.

The lezpue 1sa't the most exclting of
competitions with counties using it more
ard more to uncover and develop new tal-
ant. 105 all about the champlonship. Gal-
way Kilkenny and Cork will again be e
contenders, but you see how | now have
Galway listed first, when [ waoukd ti'Fh::llr
refier to them as third. Kilkenny will elther
bounca huvek from their thicd All Treland
defeat in & row or their spirit is broken.
You'd imaging it would be the former, but [
expeched that (oo last Seplembor.

Grace Walsh spoke to BETE 2FM during
e Wik about why they have found it so
hard to geal the deal on the big day,

“To bt honest, iE°s s0 hard to pinpoint
why because last voear was ana of our best
yars, sald the 26-yer-old,

*The whole way throvugh we had boen
piaying really good as a team and when it
came to the fnal, wo didn't perform bui 1
don’t even Know i it was down to us to be

Pictwre: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

honesi. [ just think Galway blew us oul of
the water and they didn’t allow us 1o per-
form,

“It's a really hard one to say how wie i
nod getting over the line because we defi-
nitely have the players. [ book at the fecam
I'm going training with and I'm in awe of
somo of the players most days™.

Kilkenny legemd Ann Downey stepped
down as manager after four years (her
second spell in charge) after the less to
Galway but she had alrecdy planned (or
the fuiure by enlisting Brian Dowling as
coach im 2014,

Dowling has now taken over the reins
and while admitting she will miss Ann;
Grace |s enthusiastic about what the two-
tlm{.-ﬁﬁ!l-lminnd winner will bring to the
table.

“It"s been-a bit of a change, but Brian
wik in with us last year as a selector and
he was brilliant,” she said.

“He's probably that bit more comfort-
able now this vear. He's extramely onga-
niged apd the seiup has been class so far,

“He has a great backroom team behind
him sa, 80 far so pood.

=Ann was always the heartboat of the
team so it's different not having her there
bt hver slster Angela is still with us ancd
Breda (Holmes).”



Cork minors willneedto
prevent another slip-up
in clash with Tipperary

IT'S o busy weekend of inter-
county games and all the focus
is on the ruunﬁw players
teikay as (e Cork minors are
in action in rownd two of the
Taesco All-Ireland Minor
Champlonship in Castle Road

at 2.30nm.

Both the UI6A and B sides
giet thelr provineial cam-
paigns off the ground alse
with the A zide in action in
Castle Roacd at 13pen ansd the B
shile travelling o Tipperary.
r-ir#“hhhmhmlﬂ'g%km:] a;:!&

nar champ P pla

Inn an apen draw basls the

Igtau:ing af the provincial U16
champlonships gives the men-

| tors time fo get thelr teams or-
ganised for the All-Treland

I,:]mmplﬂnshlp which starts
the Mrst weekend in July,

b Faor the minors the All-Ire-
Lind competition iz frst and
given that most of these
players are also leaving cer-
tificate stndenis one has to
guestion i this a good idea,
however for the Inst two years
it has worked well for Cork
and with two titles back to
back the hope will b that they
will make it thrseinsarow,

Their bid toachbeve this was
dealt a Hlow in round one as
they lost oot toa Dublin team
who showed they cerlainly
A blslness.

On a horrific day for out-
doors sport with Storm Den-
nis in Mll Now Bray Wit cer-
fainly not a mice place o ba
bt the game went aheact and
despite a strong second half
performance Cork came up
short, from here on in every
game is vital as another slip
up coubld see them siruggling
1o win o semi-final spol.

Tipperary's game againsi
[aols the same weakend was
cancelled so this is their first
oaiting in chnmphbonahip.

The only side 1o beat Cork
Iast year they are under the
management of Ger Brown
this vear and with =ix remain-
ing froan kit year's pane] they
will come o determined
to ok thedr campadgm off to the
best prssible start,

Tty have put in hupe prop-
:.Ll.:;ﬂ:s w'.iil;h nlm]lmnun :was
D myainst niy, Lim-
jerick and Galva aver the kst
few weeks and they will beok
to the experienced cam-
I' nji ners Alno F:f'ﬂ!‘l. Anmne
J@uirke, Leah Heffernan,
Dervia Heffernan, Grace
O'Drwyer, Clara Dwane and
Laurn Heffornan to lepd the

F Cark will now need to re-
focus for the job in hand as an-
ather alip up will see them

. #lon as the heart

| CAMOGIE |
m Mary Newman

with a big battle an thelr
hands, they look to captain
Clara Irwin, Daire O'Brien
Olvia McAllen Hannah Sex-
ton Al Smith, Isobel Sheehan
and Claire Kingston to be
arvongst the leaders s they
Ioak to get back ta winning
WY

U165 IN ACTION ALSD

The Under 16A Cork mentors
have been busy since last No-
vember and after a lot of work
they selected a panel of 23
players for the provincial
sories. Current provincial and
All-Iteland champlons. they
will epen the defence of the
provincial crown when they
also meet Tipperary today in

Castle Road at 12 ;
With just five of last years
All-Treland winning sguad re-

maining It 18 vory nyach A new
ook I; those who remain
are Cliona Lynch, Kafelyn
Shechan Eate McCarthy, Tara
Crowley and Orlalth Cahal-
ane. [

The side is captained by
Cliona Lynch and amongst
{hose on ned are =everal
Mayers who ot with the
Cork under 14 and undér 15
squinds of 2009 including Kate
Redmond, Aolfe Healy, Or-
laith Mullins. Shauna Sheo-
han, Millie Conden, Fiena
Twohlg, Evinn Curtin and
Grainne O Mahony.

BIG DAY IN CROKE PARK

All eyves will be focused an
Croke Park tomorrow as the
batile for tho ALB All-Ireland
Senior and Intermedite club
fitles take place, Galway's
Sarsfields take on holders
Slanghtnell of Derry in the
Zenbor Mnal, while Water-
ford's Gailtir will face 5t Ryn-
agh's of OTaly in the Inier-
miedinte final, Sarsfields stand
in the way of the all-conguer-
ing Slaughtneil who nre bid-
ding to emuslate the only other
gide (o take four elob tiitles ina
raw, Buffers Alley from Wex-
ford whae did it from 1981 o
IH&III ir will hope 1k

L fo muke up
for 1ast vear's final defeat as
they return to Croke Park for
the secomd seasen in o row, 1t
iz 51 Rynagh's firsi npﬁm I'=
ance In e Intermediate fMinal.
It promiges o bie a great occa-
the com-
munitios gathers at head-
UATLCES,

The rules are
too technical

CAMODGIE

I listened and watched last woekensl's
Wexford v Dublin and Cork v Limerick
hurling games and found myself be-

mitised.
To lizten to the 50 frees awarded in Sat-

nrday’s game to watching a recording of

the Cork v Limerick 42 frees down the
Filirc (T'admit o choosing the mugby first
last Sumday), 1 was mys to the paint
wiere you throw your eyes up to heaven
and sigh. When Wexford's Rory Jacob
commented on twitter Saturday evening
aboui the rhdiculous free count 1 replied
with the underlying méssage of *weloome
1 onr workd',

Then 1 read Anthony Daly's column in
the Irish Examiner on Monday, He refer-
enced the 26 points from two fnee takers in
the Cork/Limorick game and quoted: *1
appreciate that referses are assessed 10
the Bighest standards but sometimes,
COmMMen sense isn't that common.

“| don't want o be hammering refs
when they have such a difficult job,

“But they just need to officlate with
MGre COMmen sense. We have the best
sporiing product i the workd and the last
thing we noed fo do 15 contaminate it with
teo many technical regukations,™

And this time 1 alnkst gave an hiysterd.
cal ladgh.

Becausa thiz i= oh =0 famillar to us ci-
magie contingent whe have been crying
out for years for not only positive mule
chanpes in relation in particular fo the
‘contact” rule bl also for referses to officl-
ate with more conmnon sense,

The problem with commen sense s that
it lends ftzell to slgnificant varlants of
sensa, If & refereme lots things go, mast
teams, mentors and supporters will love
i But the refereing watchdog wen't and
ihe ref plsks nod getting another tliglumrnr:.

IF the rof decides (o play fo the rules, b
might please the watehdog but will frus-
trate the life oul of teame, mentors and

Cork in action against Meath in wet and blustery
Divisian 2 Camogie League at Cork Camogie Grounds, Camogie has been

Daragh O Conchdir

Loreto Eilkenny claimed the
Teseo All-lrelapd Senbor Post
Primary Schools camogie title
for the third time in four
seasons with victory over
Presentation Atheney (1-15 to
'E-{:]_Lat Banagher yosterday.

Boresbders hud 1o with-
stand a torrld second half
when they gaw an 11-point
bead windttled sy,

Howewver, having baen
retled in by their game oppoe-
nients, they o berimg
fevel with two late poinis firaem
a Rachel Kelly penalty and
sub Claire Daleny, (o ensure
that Clara O'Keefle would re-
colve the Corn Sopilge.

Emina Minogue was a lojd-
ing light of the Loreto team
that lost the Jundor A decider
IF-: poini kast yoar and made
1l of the stegeitp when px-
calling to be named player of
the mateh. The James
Stephens (yTo wWis & constant

Loreto Kilkenny
grab the glory

threil. sooring two points and
playing a part in & number al
other scores, The Kelly fwins,
Rachel and Hannah, were
magnificent once more for the
Leinster representatives, the
Iatter striking for a goal afier
fwo minites as they went oife
fead 1-10 to 0-4 at the break.
Emily Hughes and Rachel
HKelly sfretched the lead early
i the second half bt a Miamb
Mitand-goal, followed by five
points from the Clarinbridge
starlet made this s contest. A
sith-minute goal by Sabina
Babhitie and a Hiland point
had them bevil before the Kil-
kenny girls dig deep. .
On Saturday, $1 Patrick’s
Academy Dunganton became
just the Ulister sehoal
pomm to annex the All-Ireland
C: titde, by virtue of a 1-10 tood-
Twin over St Dominie's Cabra.
Esnena Murphy hit §0 poinis
as Coliisiean Chrol- Maofa .
Carrignavar defeated Scoil
Ahuire feom Johnstown by
1-12 ton2<3 tosecnte the All-
Ireland D titke.

weather conditions on Saturday in the

cryimg et for years for changes te the ‘matac’ rule.

supporters. When criticised he/she will
coramee ot and defend themselves stating,
‘those are the rubes’.

The problem iz the niles. They are Loo
technical. ¥ou can’t in my opindon leave
matters fo common sense.

A mrmber of years ago, | witnossed a ci-
mogie Feferes give 40 frees during a cham-

onahip round robin fixtune enly b gve

pss than half that on All-Ireland final day
when in frant of the cameras,

How do players know where they stand
when even the same referee officlates o
different momis? '

The new tebal ‘contact’ rube in camogie
allows for a plaver using “minimal contact
on an appenenl’s body from side-on, once
they are making a repsonable effort to
gain possession of the slkothar.

It's a waste of time, I've ==¢t no change

to how referees are afficiating this rmile to
previously. It leaves too minch to ‘conimaen
s,
I'mi surprised the GAA feel they need to
tamper with hurling. For the most part its
Tair, fast and relatively safie, allowing Hitle
time for cynical play.

1IF they don’t stop irying to fix some-
thing that i=n"t broken, oo camogie (st
times) most of the talk walking away from
games will be the referee and not the
match.

As the league continues, champions

Fictare; Larny Cummins

Gealway blitzed Limerick at D 1 Park
by 4-13 o 0-7, Niamh Hanniffy dominated
the first hall, scoring 1-2, and having a
hand in the other theee goals, as Galway
went in at the interval 4-6 to 0-4 ahead.
HannifTy set up Catherine Finnerty for
a goal after just 87 second? and Finnerty

pounced on a break off the full-forward to

grab bor second 16 minutes later.

The other two goals arrived inslde a
mbipute towards the end of the half

The tempo dropped - In thie second half
and Limerick improved with the wind, bt
Galway's defence held firm, captain
Sarah Dervan and Roisin Biack partien.
larly effective.

There ks no doubt that the story of the
day was Clare’s 148 to 0-10 trivmph over

kenny at Nowlan Park.

Inra low scoring game Clare's Eimear
Raelly comverted four frees to make if 0 1o
ﬂ-E}mEmlﬁtlmt. hrey

enny wore back within one
C]s[ur'e foumd the net. whing
twas nip and tuck from there to the
end before Helly and Greta Hickey split
I:hn!! ﬁu for thLE'rlzl-

n ihe other Group 2 clash, Tipperary
made it teo from two b apcour -
Dublin 0-14 to 0.8, ’ R Cor

Offaly and Waterford secuped their first

points of the campaizn with a 612
draw in the \'-‘alet?aunl IT m-e::ﬂ_ HLIRLD



ma Conchiir

r.—"..nmu Flizperald chazos her
socond All-ireland medal in a
maonth when spearheading
the Gallitir attack in tomor-
row s All-Ireland Infermedi-
ate Chib Camogie Champlon-
dkip final against 5t.
[ Rynagh's of Offaly {(Croke

Pm:k. L.30pm),

Fltzgerald aecured
Ashbotrne Cup glery with
the University Of Limerick
with victory over UCT in Cap.
riganore on February 16th,
Mot & bad achieverment for an
18-vear-old first-vear student
— but not a surprise conslder-
ing her pedigree. She
explained: “Mar (Gail) comos
from a big hurling family, She

Gailttir star Fitzgerald continui

15 an O Sullivean, Shane 0"5ul-
livan, who played with Water-
ford is her brother, Philip and
Maaric M-‘lhﬂ-!l'l]}' woild be first
cousing as well. Mam u=oed to
play far Gailltie and 1 used o
g2 down to her training and
do the warm-ups! My granny,
Lilllan Howlett (O'Sullivan)
plaved on the Munster cami
ie team when she was 14.
Sveryone =ays the horling in

i Fromd |:|.' ooanes from eranad-
ad {Ballygunner I:*gﬂﬁljl‘ul
DSullivan) but | think it
comes from granny!™

Fitzgerald is surrounded by
talent — anad first cousins —
on thiz team with captain
aine Lyng, Trish Jackman
and Emma Roche providing
plenty of experience for the
yvounger bripnde.

Orla Murphy’s troops are

feeling confident having de-
feated Clondulf — the side
whao pipped them In lasi
vear's final — D the Eaist four,

Fitzgerald admitted: “The
oocEsion mayvbe gol (o us a
ligile bif last vear, It was the
first time playing in Croke
Fark fior many of us,

“You go out and think, *Tam
et going o bot this get boome!
Batt some element of it mavhe

ng a proud family tradition

elowess, It wis groal to beat Clon-
duff {in the semi-final) but we
St have o big task on our
hands with 5t Evnagh's.

“They play a very quick
pagsing game off the
shioubder, We havent comoe op
mEainst anything like that this
year, They play nearly a
football running game, We
will hawe to be ready. We just
can't walt now,"

Dougan savouring
Slaughtneil’s bid
for afour-in-a-row

THE Slaughinei] phenomenon is
one (o engender hope in us all. B!l’wﬁ“““ﬁ'ﬁ“
'Ihzman?erminwﬂéﬂga
WS entirely around o played her frst adolt
club, how An Carn meatch at 12 and, while that is no
community centre longer allowed, the policy of
that and how a de facto it introducing youth remains central
wah established out of nothing, is ~  to the club’s progression. And it
an tiom isnt a problem becanse they are
When the Gaelic football, in syne with the calture of
hurting and camogic teams each Slaughineil
won their Ulster senlor They are down three significant
I in 2016, it showed mrslmhﬂ}'w—ﬂmrﬂ
how ingrained the GAA Is in the i, Eilis i Chaiside and
{ -kt community. Faoiltinrna Burke but back then it
' camogic squad then went was Clare McGrath who was
and won the ATB mmmwmm
sendor title - just four years after  returned % McGrath and
getting over the line for the first Cliona Mullolland have stepped
time in Derry. They were only the.  up from the bench
secomnd Ulster side to do it and ‘Bellef is one of our
completed a three-in-a-row 12 It comes from w and
muﬂu:ﬂ.’ It's part of the process of
are back facing their  both. You can't teach somebody
opponents of 2007 and  how to believe in themselves and
"8, tand an believe in other people. It's just o

hour from joining

er's Alley

all the years of

(Wexford) as the only other side to  the victories and the defeats, that

go four seasons unbeaten in the we have gained (rom it
competition. : “Whatever we're doing, it must
Louise Dougan has becn a be working. When vou see those
She s Mm% persanali ¥
i 1y, on the
pitch and in the dressing room.
“;krhﬂﬁ;maﬁasgeep:rm
really big games is huge, She
tends to weigh in with a point or
two as well, not content to just
amn Iron curtain in front
of ber full-back line. And she is
ways harking out instructions.
It is interesting to hear Dougan
recount the tyvpe of experience
ﬁl mﬂﬁr the
ave as their worst EIG HONOUR: Louise Dougan of
nightmare: in well- Slaughtnedl's picks up the player-of-
:ﬁ they fear the-rratch award after their
All-Ireland semi-final Wctory
Bt up around Slaughtned], it's
one-in, all-in so Dougan adopts a younger girls im, that
Ppositive slam. weren't there from the start, they
“These last couple of weeks are have that beliel (oo,
usually the most en joyable. All The sweeper role scemed to
the hard work has been done and ~ come naturally to her.
HWmﬂuﬁuiﬁ,ﬂw '[thabnuisl::mmludmmuu:hm
SAVE anything else, reading the
‘It's & good vibe around the mmmmmumﬁf
community s well. Yoo cani and then it's what vou do with it
out the door without people when you get it.
how things are. Some i I our team, il you stopped lor a
might get fed up with it but it not  few seconds, you'd soon get a
every time they'd be able to ask 1o get you into the zone.
ext year is a different year.  And [ wouldn't really be the
mhtfﬁﬁeﬁﬁmm ﬁmmﬂmﬂmmﬁnm.I
Again your my part there as well."
stride. Enjoy it while it lnsts, It is ni to hear that they
"G back 10, 15 years agn,  are not & Foarr-in=a-row,
W WErEn'T " ad\.ﬂmth{;nﬂehum ¥ is the
winning erkssion that she looks forward
fwﬁmﬂm Lo retirement so she can enjoy
leagree matches,  what has been achieved. At the
p  moment, i s about doing it
matches or "lhhcﬁuta.lmn'tmﬂmgel
1 All-Ireland,  tothat stage, when Lam looking
everybody back, not aroamd e a
looks &t it the same. You're lunatic. Right mow, vou don't
representing the club, people are really have time to reflect. So P'm
up to you. - honking forward to looking back.
“It’s the centre of conversationin.~ “Th be even able to say you have
the commumity because it is in ome All-Ireland s unreal stuflf."
s hilond, ALLARELAND CLUB SENIOR
RREYAGy ey 105 o difecent  {Bokunl  Slmaghoh femcs)
) v
meo. IS just woe're Dnally getting m.am '
the rewards." The 29-year-old LIVE RTE News Mow, RTE Player

Amy 0'Connor, part of the Cork side that will take on Clare.

Banner ladies will host
Cork with spring in their
step after beating Cats

Littlewonds Ireland
Matiomal L-EBE.':.IE' Division 1
Clare ¥ Cork

Venue: TBC Saturday, 2pm
THE shock of the league over
the past number of seasons
has Clare's defieat of Kil-
kenny last Sunday.

Very few, if anvone, ex-
poected that. Mot only did they
win buk I;hn%' did 1t in Nowdan
Park, which Iz a tall arder,
They shouldn'e get o carried
away though as Kilkenny
atarted just 8 of their All Ire-
jland final team and brought
Michells Quilty on with ten
yminutes of normal time re-
maining. But even so, its'a
surprise and a big scalp for
Clare.

y  Goer O'Connell is in the pro-

cuss of rebuilding Clare after
fourteen players from lasi
year's panel stepped away and
that vietory will spur them on.
Clare host Cork this Saturday
and they'll do so with a spring
in their step. Cork can put
themselves in the driving seat
to reach the league final if
they da the business, with Kil-
kenny having dro points,
Cork too travel with just elpht
of last year's semi-final -
neout and are withoui key
players, but they have intro-
duced voung talent whao
should match thelr opponents.
Kilkenny's defeal opens the
door In group £ a bit and
makes their visit to Cork on
March 8 all the more import-
ant.

That becomes a must win
game for them. If Clare beat
Cork, they'd be fancied o
make the final desplite a final

game agalnst Waterford to -

pla[;')-
T mention eague final and
Clare In the one breadih
hasn't a familiar ring i it.
They haven't impressod of
late, There have been many
changes in the off season in
the Clare camp: Az men-
thoped, fourtersn playvers lefi
the panel diwe 10 personality
clvshes, =0 once again Clare
are in transition. They nover
seem to come out of it and
really the County Board need
1ok Rk meore Seriols about com-
peting ot the highaest level.
Truagh-Clonlara forward
Eimear Kelly struck 1-3 in
LClare's opening win against
Cifaly and 0-7 against the
Cats. Shie'll need eurtailing
Pre thelr victory over (daly
gibielly said that desphie the
changes, the squarl is sottling
down and the newer
members, or those that have
re-joined the side, have
bronght with them pleniy of

cause for optimism.

Four debutanies featured
against Offaly and Kelly be
lieves the side are all the
better for them,

"We wers almost happier
with how we performed over-
all throughout the game,
rather than getting the bare
resull. Even compired to the
things we were doing last
viear, there is a feel-good fac-
tor in the camp afver it. Es-
pecially with the tough condi-
tions, we were still able to
exacute what we have been
working very hard on in train-
ing.

“Ome of the things that 1 am
happy about is that before
maybe we might have made
excus for ourselves, We had
gotien the heads right the
week before the Offaly game
and really worked on that per-
formance.

*You can say that we're a
voung team or that we're a
toam in transitlen or what-
ever, but we're a team now
and that's the end of it. The
younger glrls have come in
and put pressure on the rest of
us. There's a solid team of us
there now and so far, the
younger girls have lnid downa
marker and they don®t have
any nogative connotations
about plaving Cork ar Kil-
kenny and that has helped us
ton,” Expect Clare io be
dogged tomorrow,

Amy Lee, Aokfe O'Neill,
Cilara MeCarthy, Cliona
Healy, Saolrse MceCarthy,
Emima hiurlﬂ-:].'. Siobhan Hut-
chinsan amnd Hannah O'Leary
are some of thode that will
start oF el & run for Cork.
Ashling Thompson is out for
the game with'a groin strain.
Lauren Homan hasn't tralined
alnce Cork's vielory over
Waterford with a rear knee
Fasue Bug had a ran oot on
Thirsday,

It's four weoks sinee Cork"s
last eompetitivie oufing due to
the weather enforeed post-
ponement of their second
riovund with ﬂ[t‘alﬂ, now Fiis
scheduled for Mareh 1t

By Wednesday evening dioe
to flooding in Clane and may

liches under waler, a Yenoe

or thie game st hadn's besn
d#ermined.

Ten out of
ten for
Murphy in
decider

m Mary Newman

Chroi Naofa 1-12
Scoil Mhuire 2-3

LED suparbly by last year's Codk
All-lrgland winning captain joink
captain Glen Rovers” Emmi
Murphy, - wiio resenlly. madke Rer
sandor debut with Paudie Mur-
ray's Cork senior team, she con-
tribulad ben paints 1o her skde's
tally Colaiste an Chroi Maola
Carfgnivar wedd erovned Teaso
Senior [ post prmiany Al lretand
champions in UL on Satunday,

Aided by tha wind in the cpen-
ing 30 minutes tha Cork girls oo
into tha game and with Murphy
in tramandous lorm sending
ovar ihe opening three paints
thivy took eontrol.

ERzabeth MoGrath siratched
thbir baad with a poind, Murphy
and Ryan twice swapped poinls
but with tha Camgnavar defonce
controlled superbly by Lisa
O'Riordan; Cliona Marlin akily
assisted by Jennifar Whalan at
midhodd tho Kikenny girts found
i hard o gaina grip,

Two Emma Murphy poims as
ihe clock ticked onto thirty min-
ufes had her side 0-7 fo 0-3
afvead but an Acibe Ryan gnalnn'
thirty ane minwbes handed Sooil
Mhuire o muech needed boost
but again Emma Murphy
answerad tha call od she slohed
owver a fraa altar sha Wit onco
again hautad down by an owore-
warkad Colaiste Mhuire defonce |
and it was the Cork gifs who lad
08 1o 1-3 81 the inborval.

YWith the strong wind in thair
favour Seall Mhiita applied early
sacond hall pressure but the
superb Carrignavar dalenco
eld solid with Lisa O'Ricrdan,
Chona Martin, Tara MeCariny, Al
anna Welr and Elizabelh
MeGrath all golid, ten minutas
into the hall Rierdan added a
paint o their tatlly when she
clavarly collected & quick
Musphy pass from a freq and
slotied ovar,

Thien Murphy's droppoed a free
into e aquara which was col-
lected and fnishod suparbly 1o
thr it by Danmielis Foley.

Murphy coatinuad to laad the
way as she coused Rilkanny
huge headaches and painiing
with sevan minules remdaining
sh sirgdchad har side’s lead ba-
fore Michaela Ryan first tmed
and sho! 1o the nat an 80 min-
utes 10 g Soail Mhiuing a boos
b four minutes Into addad fime
it was fitking the Cheol captiin
Murphy had the final say as sha
struck @ point. Chirol midilalder
Jenniler Whalan was named as
player o tha mabch,
Seadnre for Colalite an Chiol Keala: E
Murphy D10 [0-£7s], D Fobey 18, L
o E Mg Grath O-1each.

Eenil Whuine M Fyan 1-3 [0-10) A fyen
1

A},

mﬁm Lnnlt:mn.-t
¥ ni,

b .J'I.En.-ﬂ n"'u mE

Waearthy, { Lk urphy,

okt Wetirath, A O dorrsil, M |

MI}E-EW
Subai D Foloy tor A O Connall (1), Gig
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Dramatic injury-time Jackman goal seals title for Gailltir

Aie Al-lreland Intermediate

Camogle Club Final
Gallltir (Waterford) 1-13
St Rynagh's [Offaly) 0-13

Daragh O Conchiir,
Croke Park

Callltir snatched victory ﬁﬁ-m
thie éaws afl defeat when Una
Jackman sent a ¢lose-range
plledriver to the roof of the net
to deny a hearthroken St
Rynagh's in a pulsating AIB
Jreland Intermediate Club
Camogie Champlonship final.
Eleven polnts from the
pificent Kate Kenpy amd offl-
cinl player of the match
ciobhin Flannery looked to
have edged the Offaly girls
over the line, as they led by

one point in the fourth minute
af infuey e,

Pt ifsen came must the dras
matic of endings with fiTa]
Fitzgerald feelng up Una
Jackman for a sensational
goal and seconds later & Trish
Jackman froe sealed the win
and the Agnes O Farrelly Cup
was headed Suirside.

“[ feel like I'm dreaming™
snid Jackmain.

1 feel like I'm dreaming. 1
ilsoughit it was gone. Lhast hon-
estly can't believe it, Shauna
caught that ball, I don't know
how she did it 1 turned and 1
poutld see another glri in front
of the goalkeeper. And 1 just
hit it to the back of the net.

“For Shauna to get the ball
1o me was uphellevable but
she's umpeal, 1t's unhelicvable.
[ dhidlm't have a second. There

wero two girls standing in
fromt of the goeal but 1 just said,
"W have to win this, there's
o way we're losing this’ The
foeling §s unreal, I can't even
describe it Trish scoring the
point after then...”

The agony of losing last
year's decider to Clondudl by &
print may well have been doci-
sive in the Waterford girls
pever say ille spirit.

=W were 50 hurt, everyone
in the club (was hurt) and we
just neoded to come back, we
needed to get this, There was
no way we were coming back
without that ¢u|;_

“Every singlo one of the
ﬁE]s are worthy of a spot on
the team, they're trnlnlrlé? g0
b, wesk-in, woek-out, i
o'elock in the morning on Sat-
nrdays, All of us want to beon

ihe field but ones wa're win-
ning, it dug.sﬂ'l matter whio's

the piteh.

Gailitir led by 67 (o 0-2 after
&5 minntes, Ciara OSullivan,
Alne Lyng and Aoife Fitzger-
ald among the Scorers.

Flannery and the excellent
Linda Sullivan reduced the
margin before the break and
Fynagh's carricd thal momen-
tuen through to the second
half, when Flannery did the
business from placed balls,
while Kenny hit fantastic
points off either wing. That
put them two ahead but Gaill-
tir came back with three on
the trot, two from Annie
Fitzgerald frees. Grainne Dil-
lon quickly levelled and then
Flannery a 45 restored
the Rynagh's advaniage.
Annie Fitzgerald and Flan-

nery swoppid peinted placed
balls before the last ditch
Hollywood ending.

Georers Tar Gaille Annde wid -

4, fa; U Jackman [1-0%; Aodle Flageesid,
O°5ulsvan [0-2 sach). A
Fieegeraid, T dackman {f)

;
5
§
E
E

m-.HFTILEM.EtIﬂ.T
Jackman, K Lynch, § Fggerasd, ©
Qm.ﬁ.hﬂqmw.l
Cioecoinn, Andn Fregeesid, E

Sub: T Dunno for Hollemas (47}, U
Jpchrrdes bt RS (31

ST AYHMAGHS: E & O'Conrad,
E Sullivan, § kbaran, A . 1, Galirwmn, B
Caiporan, H Dotan, REQan, & MeLBUgE-
lin, 5 Hanamy, 5 Dolan, L Manhion, K

Sub: T Hugan! for OrConnall (22), M
Doeacety fou bandsmy (80 +3],
Badpres: Owen £ (fntrm]

AIB All-lreland
Senlor Club Camogie
champlonship final

sarsfields (Galway)  1-8
Slaughtneil (Derry) 0-10

Daragh O Conchair
Croke Park

gisters Orelaith and Slobhin
weGrail combined to send
saraliclds on their way o
All-Ireland plory in a thrilling
climax to yesterday's soenbor
club camogie chamionghip
final ot Croke Park.

Wwith the Galway champlons
within seconds of suffering
fheir third defeat to Skaughi-
ekl om declder day, Drlakth sof
up Sioblsdn to blast to the nel
for the match-winning stiike.

Thai effort put iwoe points
between Uhe teams and though
Therese Mellon reduced the
margin to the minkmam after
n brilliant run by Tina Brad-
few, time ran out on the Ulster
olifit.

Sarafields lost to Slaught-
peil in the 2017 and 2018 de-
ciders but this was more aboul
getting over the line than re-

VETHRE,

“It's a 'bit surreal.” said Or-
kaith MeGrath.,

“1¢ choesna 't Feed like | thought
it would foel, Something
your've always dreamed abott
and 11 actoally comes 10 &S,
§t's just wow! It is an unbeliev-
able foeling. 1t's o veliel.

=Eapeclally considering our
socond-half performance, 1
don' know what happened to
1is, They canse at us all guns
blazing and we didn"t’ resct o
that at all.

“ a4 one stoge, 1 looked Hke
the game was gane. They were
miaking darting runs down the
contre and Tina Bradiey and
Shannon Graham could casily
have gotten goals there. We
wern lucky for a chango,

“Of course, your luck comes
down ko hard work and in the
first hall, woe workeid im-
maensely hard and mavbe

Magnificen
Sarsfields to

Sarsfields players celebrate with the Bill & Agnes Carroll Cup after victery over Slaugh

Championship final at Croke Park pesterday.

didn’t capitalize on that our-
splves.

“We didn't score as much as
we alvould have.

“Tg b Talr, the 1 came
against the run of play. We
woren't in it but we kept with-
in touching distance, We're
aver the moon,”

The two MeGraths — who
were folned on the team by
eaptain Miamh and midfield
pariner h— Wit -
nifieent.

%o too was Marla Cooney,
the d.nu‘sllli'r of another leg-
erdary ciub and county
Joe, who excelled as a defens-
{ve gereen for il weslmers.

Sarzfields hounded
Slaughinoil in the first hall
ard wepre well worth a 046 ta -
4 half-time lead. Orlaith

MeGrith in particular was al-
ways a threat, but Sjobhin
was not far behind and the
dua'z desire to take on their
markers at every b cavsed
mayhem in the normally as-
sured Slanghined] defence.
They were responsible for
all six of their side’s first-hall
seores and all bar one peint of
the final tally.
Unsurprisingly. Slaught-
neil res ltke champions
and could have hatd two
garly in the second half, but
Graham and Bradley took
points when the goal was on.
Still, the Derry represen-
tntives hit the front in the 5=t
minste, when Acife Mi Chad-
sitde fed Stobhin Bradioy, who
mmde it 0-7 to 0-6.
[t took Sarafields 2 minates

to register their first score of
the second half, and it was a
vitalone from Bachel Murray.
Oriaith MeGrath gave them
the lead straight after but Si-
ndadd Mellon levelled and then
Dougan drove over from a dif-
feront postoods,

1t seemed a3 if Slaughtnell
kil effocted one of their now
famous rescie acts bai the
MeGraths had the definitive

v

“SWhen Slaughineil came
out of the otlwe semi-Minal, we
said “Great™ explained Or-
Labth.

“Thoy beat us twice and
they boat ns falr and sguare.

“We were coming up agiinst
the best and what's the point
in playing if you're not play-
ing the best and Slaughtneil

tneil in the AIB All-ireland Senier Club Camogie

t McGraths fire
thrilling victory

Picture; Lastla Geas

are an unbelievable team. 1t
was just our turn today.”
Saaisrs Tor Sarafakde: S MsGram (1.
Zi: © MolGrath (8-31; B Meray (0-1)
Scarers for =T Bemesesy (0-4.
11: L Dougan {0-2, tsj: S Graham, 5
Bradiey, 5 Maon, T Welon (G-1 ssch].

mrm:l% Sﬂ-m
Ward, K ! da, M
Jm.tmﬂmc-m
O MeGras, 5 Spofiman. A Desiry, 5
WsTungn, A Murmay.

S E Lusitie for 0 MoGrath blosd (22
23), Lk for 5 Warde $52)

MAdimsar, A Ni Ghaside, G MG, &
einodland, 5 Graham, 5 T
Bradhry, L Dougan, S Melion, -
tan, T klglon
Sohs: O Rafarty for Multodand

for & eilon 80438
Malorea: J Dermody (Wistmasih

Cork away
to Clarein
Divisionl

Clare.

Cork haven't played since
their opening league match on
February 15t when they beat
Wirerford 1-19 to 0-12 at Pdire

Clare have two wins from two
games, including a shock 1-8 1o
0-10 eriumph over Kilkenny at
Nowlan Park last weekend, so
Cork will not underestimate the
Banner County.

On March Bth, Cork will host
Filkenny inahemvorweight tusshe
and then on March 1dth, Cork
are away to Offaly in ther final




CUP CHEER: The Gailltir players celebrate followin
Intermediate Club Camegie final at Croke Park,

Dublin legend Una

O'Connor passes awav

Una O'Connor, the Dublin ca-
mogia' legend who won a rec-
o ten All-Irelands in-a row,
has away. Shie was B3

0'Connor won 13 All-Ire-
lands in an inter-county ca-
reer which coincided with the
golden era of Dublin g,
|Jn|11'_i'Tn]i:,r alongseide fellow
puts ike Hathlﬂn Millz

were mamed togathoer
hnegalf-ﬁmmdﬂm on the
mmaﬂ'!hmnnfthe{:antuq

Hi:r:m record was Tm-

| u:m
Iinuk msoai na

iﬂlhmhherﬂm:w ﬂna]s
i 1953, apesd 15, and 1954, Hor
final contributions totalled 25
TaB ootatsed Diubiin

i §
the 1963 and 1964 titles,
sventh and eighth in a

mum ]ﬁmﬂﬁaw Cork

‘Her ploneering achiev-

ements inchided winning the
first Pla of the ':Eea_rllw'd
i 1963, the first camo=
Eﬂtlp 1o be awnrded the

fe {later known as
the Texaco Award) in 1966,
i winning the first All-Ire-

land Club title with Caltic,

Dablin Camogie Board
noted: “Una plaved for the
famed Caltic cliab. She pliyhed
in the era when the Phosnix
Park would hiavee bewn her ca-

homs. A witty,
humaured p . &he
m“ﬂ:'flﬁs]hurt kw iz =0
m vopue today.”

“One of the Minest expo-
MEnis nl‘llmuﬂnm she Wik a
born forward,” read a Cama
glie Assoctation tribute on the
annoimeoement their Team of
the Century.

!H'-!ﬁﬂmrrmiiﬂrmghh ml.l AIB All-Ireland
See report on page 16. o !ﬁ

Picture: Harry Murphiy/Sportsfile

Tributes to 13-time All-Ireland winner O'Connor

TRIBUTES have poured in following Una

the passing of Dublin camogic legend O'Connor
Cirea O'Connor - one of the greatest {frant row.
of them all, with 13 All-Ireland senior faurth from
camogit medals in the cabinet. befi) with

Una played on one of the greatest the 1963
Dublin teams 1o have camagic Dubin
ina erawhen the Dobs won a CAMagH

of All-Trelamsd titles in the 12508 feam
and "G0s.

Ul wars a8 ber majestic best in the
All-treland final of 1963 when they
et Antriom, She was the captain and
plaved as a roaming full-forward,
seoring two goals, 3 -

Shewas selected on the Camogie ip i 1964, Ut will be kaidd 10 rest on Saturday
Team of the Century, She was the She was only 15 when she wona in Maring, The comogic community.
first camaogie winner of the Caliex place on the Dublin senior team, and have been asked towear blue asa
award, and played on the Celticteam  wenton 1o become one of camogies  mark of respect. s ild
that won the first All-Treland Club IFe SUPETSIArs. — MIALL SCULLY

OME OF THE GREATS: Una O'Connor (front row fourth from laft) with the 1963 Dublin
eamogle team

Tributes to Dub legend Una

TRIBUTES have poured in fol-
lowing the passing of Dublin
camogielegend, Una O'Connor
= one of the greatest of them
all Thirteen All-Iréland Senior
camogie medals in the cabinet.

She was an exceptional for-
ward with superh balance. She
was brilllant ot reading the play
and bringing her team-mates
inbo the g,

Una played on one of the
greatest Dublin teams Lo have
graced camogie, & golden era
when the Dubs won o basket
of All-Ireland titles in the 50’
and G#0's,

“She knew exacthy where the
poal was,” recalled Phollis Bres-
tin, the former Dublin player
whao beeame President of the
Camdgfie Assoeintion,

“Ulnan was a1 very clever play-
er” added Phyllis. “And she
played alongside two great
Dublin players in the attack -
Judy Doyle and Sophic Brack.

*The three of them had o
wonderful understanding.
They knew cach other so well
it was like telepatiy”

Uriea was at her majestic best
in the All-Ireland finnl of 1963
“mltllm mu:r“:rﬂ Antrim. hﬁgﬁ
ik =] n
CLE H:l.l'ﬂh'lﬂ'ﬂ.l“-ﬂbl‘l‘l.l‘i
Lkt ginals herself,

She was selecved on the
Camogie Team of the Century.
She v the first camaogic win-
ner of tee Caltex award, and she
plazed gan thae Celtic team that

won the first All-Irelznd Club
Championship in 15965

“She was such o lovely per-
g0, remcmbers Phyllis, "She
hnd a marvellons sense of -
mour. You were always glad
i b in her compiny, She did
a fantastic impersonntion of
Marlene Dietrich.”

Una was borm in Marino. She
was the youngest of a familyof
seven. Her camoghe talent was
spotted when she played borl-
ingg om the pond with the boys,

She was only 15 when sho
won A place on the Duablin
sendor team, and went on to
become one of the camogie’s
true supcrstars. Unn will be
lafel Lo rest o0 Saturday in Ma-
rifick The camogic community
have: been asked to wear bine

&5 a mark of respect,
- MladP Kearlliv
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Suzanne Brennan, John Conway, Yvonne O'Brien, Yvonne Coakley and Pat Sheehan.  Picture: Mike English

= Mary Newman

EIRE OG camogie clob have always
een ane of the strongholds of the

cal game in the Muskerry roglon,

it 20059 stanwds ot s & speclal Year,

The elub's 14 side captured the
All-Ireland Féile erown and, in the
process, overcame holders and Lee-
side rivals Sarsficlds, who woere bid-
ding for foar in a row,

The victory was celebrated re-
cently when the club held a medal
preseniation at the Loe Valley Golf
resort whene parents, clnh meniors
and friends gathered to pay tribate to
e tem.

Juining them on the evening woere
the 12 team whe also anneed sii-
verware last season, when they also
gob the upper hand on Sarsfields in
the U12 A decider.

The padd tribute to thelr Cork
miner players, Isabel Sheehan and
Emma Sulgley as well, who were
membrs of the All-Irelan:d winning
Cork side who defeated Clare.

Chairman Ken Murphy welbomed
everybody and acknowledged the
plavers and mentors wtho had

s0 hard toeensure victory vmas
secured, :

Guceats on the night Included the

Ehﬂg’imn D"ETEH L
O'Mahony and Edel Sheehan M-htd Cork

E
E

Shaﬂnl Sheehan, Grainmne
win the 114 championship.

A

including team captain, Melly McCarth

Presentation marks
success of Eire Og

Picture: Mike Englis

Eire Og, Féile camogie champions, attending the dub’s medal presentation function ltmmmﬂ.lmﬂhmm Cork senior.  Picture: Mike English

county board chairman Mary
MeSweenoy and club spensor Mi-
chagl O'Flymn, who is a ferrific back-
er of camoghe and a wonderful &
sor to all sectlons of the Eire Op
Tamily.

Clul president Hose Malone also

" P ]
= e

Eire

the Féile final,

joined a host of club members and
{riends.

The Fiile team was led by their
captain Shauna Sheehan with hMolly
MeCarthy leading her ULZ panel
while Cork senfor player, and Eire
Oy native, Siobhan Hutchinsan pres

I . .

Msmmmummm#hmm#hmh
Ficture: IPHO Lorraine OSullian

enfe the medals to the plavers.
Thers was huge praise for the
meniors of each teams with the Fails
winning sides guided to victory by
Kieran Murphy (manager), who was
ably assisted by selectors Jacgul
Sheehan, Pat Sheshan, Yvonne

is Ken Murphy, chalrman,

O'Brien, John Conway, Yvonne
Coakley, Suzanne Brennan and Alne
Barry.

The 112 teams wers gulded 1o vie-
tory by Deirdre O°S u,flwau {fman-
ager). along with Colm Barry.

Murphy, Canor Healy and Finbarr
Moymbhan,

Michael O'Flynn making a presentation to lsobel Sheehan, Eire
of her selection on the Cork minor amogie team.

Picture: Mike English



Linda Dorgan, Cork and Ballincaliig, takes on the Meath defence.

. Picture; Larry Cummins

Cork ready to bounce
back to winning ways

against Kildare

Mational Leagne; Kildare v
Cork, Hawkfield Centre of
Excellence, Ipm
HAVING recorded a superb
vietory over Kilkenny in their
opening game Cork came a-
cropper against Meath in the
Littlewoods Division 2

League.

Ji's back to business again
a% they head to Kildare. With
just one team to qualify for the
gemi-final from ench. group
and one team to be drawn
from the three runners-up in
pach group, it will be tough to

and grab the top spot.

Blaath with thee wins out
of three are on top and if they
defeat Kilkenny this weekend
they will be throngh as gro
winners. They overpo
Kildare lost weekend as they
hit 11-17, demoralising on the
hosts going into this weekemid.

1t is a step up for Kildare to
Division 2, having won Divi-
sbon 3 kast year they then had
to survive o tough relegation
batile to retiain their inter-
mediate champlonship status
fior 2020.

It was a tough introduction
to Divizten 2 last weekend.
Caolfhionn Hallissey captains
a side that includes Orlaith
Fahy, Ciara MacAndrew,
Jenny Cahill and Annefie Cor-
coran. Cork were hugely dis-
appointed not to have got
more out of thelr clash with
Meath. In a lows-20oring con-
tost the visitors came away
wikh an 0-6 o 0-3 vietaey.

Weather-wise it was a hor-
rific day for a game with 31
palling conditions whic
mide it hard on eTs. The
driving wind and rain
it into & lottery.

Cork, playing against the ¢l-
gments in the opening half,
wottld have been réasonably

canditiont,

Cork and Meath battle for the ball in wet and blustery weather
Picture: Larry Cummins

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

happy at the interval to be

g by three points having
played exceptionally Over
the 10 minutes as they worked
hard to cantain Meath,

It was their inability to
pfromt in
the second half thit ks o cause
of e concern and withall of
their scores coming from
placed halls over the hour the
mnna&?smem and players
know is mot good e ]

The Cork defence was
superb over the hour and with
their midfield working hard
they enjoyed plenty of pos:
zegsion bt time and again
their attack fatled to make any
headway and this is some-
thing that they need te im-
piEovE o,

Over the hour Cork had
good displays from Linda Dor-
gan, who took on the chal-
longes posed by Meath, Lydia
Cunningham, who showed
huge mnl?{:sum. and Ciara
paly, Alsling Maloney and
Aine Crowley all did well too.

Cork will be expected to
come away with the paints on
offer in this one given that Kil-
dare are just finding their feet
at this level,

NS

The minors, having had their
game against Tipperary post-
gned on Saturday last, will
humg o get their cam-
paign back on track when they
take on Waterford temornow
in Castle Road at 2.30pm.
Waterford gol thelr campa

off to a good start with'a win
over Wesford.

Cork having lost to Dublin
eannot afford another slip in
their quest for a last four
place.

Mﬁﬂmmﬂrmmmmﬁhnrwﬂuﬁmd’lmmﬁuﬂnuﬁm Ui Chaolmh.

Picture: Edin Nognan/Sporsélk

Every gamea

must win now

| CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

SUNDAY: Littlewoods Division 1
MNational League: Cork v Kilkenmy,
Pdirc Ui Rinn, 2pm,

S0 far it has been stop-go and all over the
lace in the Littleweods Senior Division
pague &% storm after storm has played

havoe with the fixtire schedule

Games were falling by the wayside at a
hupe rate last weekend and throughout
February,

After having their first-round match
postponed against Waterford on February
9, Kilkenny finally got their league cam-
paign up and running witha home fixture
against Clare. And with new boss Brinmg
Dowling looking to guide them to their
fifth successive league final appearance it
was expected that they would get their
quest off to & ﬂld stirt.

However, they woere brought down 1o
garth by a gutsy Clare side who, after a
great win in their opening round clash
with Offaly, made the jourmey to Nowlan
Park a winning one, with adogged 1-9 too-
10 victory.

That vietory propelied them to the top
af the table but it was Ger O'Connell’s
yrn last weekend 1o be storm hit as his
side’s much awaited clash with Cork fell
foud tor the weathor,

Kilkenny lined out with just eight of last
year panel for their clash with Clare,

Tommy Sheffin and Ray Challenor anc

finding their feet in their new roles and
arestill in cxperimental mode but we can

thi: aeasom nm?-e-m
They got a victory ander (hair Tsplis on
Hatu

Fpare.
Mirlam Walsh, Katie Nolan, Michaela
Kennelly, Danielle Morrissey, Denlse

Dowling and his management (eam of

prpect to st Here familiar faces pelurnas

last as they hosted Offaly in Dr
Tierney Park in a game where they Ted by
just a point at the interval 0-4 to 03 but &
vital goal from eorner forward Danielle
Morrissey at the start of the second half
helped them pish on in the second half to
sacured their first win with five peinis (o

k.

Gaule, Michelle Teehan and Aoife Doyle
have featured {rnently and for their
clash with Cork we can expect to see them
in their line ont as they come to Cork for
what is an important game for both sides.

with their games against Clare and Of-
faly both falling to weather Cork are now
two games behind and have gone five
weeks without a compefitive game,

Having got thelr campaiim ol to & por-
foct start a5 they overcame Waterford in
Paire Ul Chasimh as thoy pulled way kn
he secand hakf to record & 1-18 to 0-12 vie-
tory, it hos been an unsettling few warks
for Pawdle Murray's squard.

Against Waterford the Rebels intro-
dusced a bot of new faces. Amy Lee stariod
in moal s Aoife Murray is now officially
retired and whilst sterner tests will coms
her way she acquitied hersall well when
called upon. She made (wo excellont sec-
ol half saves while distributing the ball
well under pressure,

Cllona Healy showed well and is cer-
tainly & player who has a lot to offer.
Saoirse MeCarthy finished smarily for
the only poal of the game.

Reacting after his side’s win over
Waterford Cork manager Paudie Murray
tolel s his charges are & team in transk-
thoty sind in the process af team building.

Cork's Linda Collins of Cork is tackled by Shona Curvan, left and Sibeal Harney of Waterford.

il .

Given that he can still call on oxperi:
snced campaigners such as Laura Treacy,
Chloe Sigerson, and Amy O'Connor,
along with Leanne O Sullivan, Hannah
Looney, Libby Coppinger amd Linda Col-
lins whilst Orla Cronin continiies fo Erow
in stature and turned in another fine hor
in Piire Ul Chaobmb,

Azhling Thompson made o welcome re-
purn for the Waterford game and was ex-
eollent in the opening half caveringa lotof
grownd and hitting two points, Shve wes in-
jured for last week's pastponed clash
apainst Clare but Murray Is hoping to
have her [t for this weekend.

Juliz White is also returning 1o training
this week and will be another oplion golng
farward and all going well will be on the
bench on Sumnday.

Among the younger players on the
panel are Acife O'Neill, Emma Murphy.
Clara MeCarthy. Hannah 0 Leary ane
ciohhan Hutchinsom and we cin expect 1o
spp miare of thess players ag the keague
PrOgrasses,

A win for Cork will glve them two out of
i with Clare and Offaly to play.

A defiat for Kilkenny could signal thoir
gt From tha league.

with just one team to gualify from the
FrOup eVery game is a must win.



Date for league
final is in doubt

THERE wis only onesenior Interconn-
iy natlonal league fixture that went
a last werkemd,

Kilkenny liwd a five-point win over
Offaly. Cork and Clare was postponed
leaving them now with two re-fixtares
te play against Offaly and Clare re-
speckively,

They travel ta Odfaly on March 14
with mo date conft veb for Clare.
Thi league final is down for March 22
=0 thit may have bo be pushed oul, de-
pending on stadivm avaklability.

OF eourse, first Cork play Kllkenny
im Paire Ui Rinn tomorrow and based
on Kilkenny's defeat to Clare amnd low
marghn victory over QOffaly vou would
|1.-:.:pm:1ﬂs;"ﬂ|:|:ﬁrk might have the slight

up

i g:.h sides are fielding recently with
ronaghly eight of their 2009 regpilar 15
Some changes in personnel are én-
forced due 1o retirement and elrcun:-
stances, namely for Cork, Aoife Mur-
oy andt Orla Cotter. | haven't heard of
any Kilkenny retirements although
Edwina Keane, who featured intermit-
tently for the Cats last season could
call it aday.

Oither than that, both managers ang
again using the league for develop-
meent. So regardless of what way the
resilt goes tomorrow it will have Little
meaning in the bgeer picture,

We have new senfor and intormedi-
ate All-Ireland club champlons in
Sarzsfields of Galway and Gailltir of
Waterford. Both took late goals to
snatch victory which % the nltimate
stomach churner for the lasers. An in-
credible way to win though and con-
gratnlations to both clubs.

If the rules -uﬂnrhidﬂinﬁ the drop-

ing of the hurley to hand pass had

In play by now Shayna Fit

wouldn't have found Una Jackman
with that pass for the lafier to cling bt
to the back of the net. Jackman fin-
talved brifliantly. Gailliir lost Last
year's decider by a point to ClondufT
and history looked like repeatin
iteolf, but the game is never over unti
I:I'LEI: ﬂnﬂlwhﬁu:i, .

L Ryanaghs led by a point in the
fourth minmte of injury thme, Heraine
Jackman came on as & sub in the 515t
minstte, It was a dream for her, abso-
late ﬂgﬂ.ﬂhhﬁg St Byannghs. | question
however Gailltir are back in the
final again. They lost the All-Ireland
semi-final fwo years ago, the fnal last
v and won it last Sunday.

Waterford are a scnior camogio
county. Thelr highest club camogico
competition ks sendar and vet thelr sen-
for champlons are peomitted 1o enter
the Intermediate Munster and All-lre-

jland championships year after year. 1
dion't think that's right.

i Waterford reschest the senfor cham-
phenslilp gquartes-finals in 2009, losing
out to Galway by efght points altor miv-
ing the eventual All-Ireland cham-

ions m storm fest. I can't be one rilo
rofe county and another for ot hers.

i 11 was the same witl Lismore, who
"despite winning the All-Ireland Inter-
madiate title 7 2008, contestod the
Mnal again in 2014 only to lose out to

Wohunteer of tha Year hward winner for County Cork, Lomaine Looney, with Meira Dunne
and president of the Camogie Association, Kathleen Woods,  Pictare: INPHO Bryan Keane

Filltown, Kilkenny, S0 senjor clubs
from Waterford will continue to con-
teat Intermediate Muanster amnd All-Ire-
land championships until this
chanpes.

Maxybe ot one stage Waterford were

dered o weaker county bt that's
no lenger the case. They repeatedly
compete af Intermediate | anel tlsai
12n't falr 0o geqiine Intermoediate
clubs.

Cork’s second hiphest club campeti-
tion for 5 years was sonior B nmf‘u
Cork wers nrhlﬂdenmmmtnringﬂm
Intermediate Munster and Ab-Insland
club series a5 the competitdon senijor B
wasn't recognised by the assoclation.

8o effectively our junior A teams
ended up representing Corl at Inter
mediate level, hence no silverware
there. Wo've done away with senior B
now nnel thak was the right thing to do.
There's a wide gap overall in how
clubs/eaunties are graded al this level.

What a day it was for the MeGrath's
of Sarsfields: Dad ‘Hopper® coaching
thae tisem weith Four dasphters invalved,
Former Gabway amd Sarafields All-Ire-
land winner Michael 'Hng ar
McGrath, Captaln Riamh, Sio !
Clodagh and Orlaith completed the
family Hng ug.

Just as in the Intermedinde decider,
it was an injury-time goal thnt decided
the game, 1-8 to 0-10 in Sarsfields’ fa-
vour over Slanghineil.

It was Siobhdin MeGrath, set up by
gister Orlalth, who blazied to the
Slaughineil net, just 30 seconds after
Lowize Dougan had converted a free
from right on the centre-fiald line to
put the champlons within touching
distance of a fourth consecutive title,

Conzldering it was Sarsfield’s third
attempt at the title you had 1o be happy
for them, albeit being 8 huge
of Slaughtneil. Miamh and Cledagh
woire magnifboent in midekd while Or-

- @@l'd love to see

the clock come into
play in Camogie just
as it is for Ladies
Foothall

laith MeGrath was alwayvs a threat,
with Siebhin not far behind and the
duo’s desire totake on their markers at
every furn cansed mayvhem in the
normially azaured Skughineil defence.

I°d love to see the clock come Into
play in Cammogle just as it is for Ladics
Fﬂ-;mﬁu&*rhe amount of adjdﬁg]me at
thoe EVETY game now is ming
over the top. At the Ashbourne cup
weekend recently the amosnt of added
thime was excessive, the UL-WIT semi-
final in ﬁrlimlﬁr whers seven addi-
tional mimutes was pkaved and not one
person walching that game could fig-
ire ont where that seven mingtes
ﬁli.l'l'.‘lf from. It cost WIT a place in the

iaf |

Ithink referecs wotld appreciate II].EI
chock. It takes a big me.%:nﬂndiiu'
their shoulders. And it lends ftself to

consistency, which is lacking as we've
sakd times In Camogle and GAA
in ﬂm l

Lomraine
honoured
atcamogie
awards

& Mary Mewman

THE Camogie Assoclation
Volunieer and Media Awards
recently took place whers

avar 100 ts were in attend-
anee in & Park io honour
the various winners.

This is the 14th vear of the
awards which recognise the
contributions of local and

1 preei el voluntesrs
in the promotion and develop-
ment of camogie.

The Volunteer and Media
Award winners were se-
lected on the basks of their of-
fortz in 2019 and they in-
cluded Lorraine Looney,
firom the Cobh club, who was
chosen as the Cork Volon-
tiser of the vear.

Lorraine Looney was @
worthy reciplent of the Cork
voluntesr award, in her 12th
sgLE0n s club secretary she s
a huge part of (he Cobh Camo-

shOTY.

ﬂEEIEH'Mm Camogie”in the
club and is always busy. She
waorks closely with the pri-
mary schools r:na:htnf fm
gramme where she lia

with the schools and coaches
to ensure they are sched-

She overseos the Ciil o
CVBLY year ahe coord]-
nates and distributes recelpts
and gear for owver 250
children. During this week
she personally pmvirl.-nd 'rl:m
first ald sup 11 and makes
:ﬂ:ﬁ each ehild is looked after

Lorraine is also to the fore
in promaoting the Cobh Face-
book page with the club PRO
and this ensures maximum
publicity for her club.

In 2019 along with all her
club jobs Loraine took on the
fule of co-coordinator for thi
club U and this is fust one of
many |obs ghe does for ber be-
loved elub.

Every Saturday to the end
of Gctober and every Sun-
day to the end of Decombor
from March, she opens and
runs a ciub shop whers
everybody can buy their
ﬁr or just pop In for re-

hments

Along with all of these jobs
the job of club secretary is a
huge one as it entails the reg-
istration of every player in
the club this entails doing out
and collecting membership
forms collecting fees and
making sure evervbody
players and mentors are in-
suredd

Shez has & huge commitment
the Cobh club and s the link
from the newest girl trying out
camogle to the adult playvers
each wiho look to her for guid-
ance,

Her uncanny ability to spot

et before it arises is a

Il that i% one that ks hugely

important and she possesses

an phility o get the job done
and sorted.

Tosum up Lorsaine in the
words of her ¢lub She is the
Hﬁﬁnb’ star of the show in

ogle she {8 the one
whntm on their
toe an o Job i=



Cork into
the semis
with easy
victory

MINOR CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

Cork 1-19
Waterford 0-5

CORK got their bid for a
place n the last fonr of the
Tesco All-Ireland minor
champlonship back on
track.

They recorded their first
victory in the round robin
gerleq over o Witerford side
that came into the clash
with a win from thelr cpen-
ing game under their belts.

Ajded by the gale-force
wind in the opening half,
Cork availed of every op-
portunity that they cre-

ated.

They built up a 012 to -2
interval lead ks to the
accuracy of Ali Smith, Chod-
agh Finn, Isobeal Sheehan,
Rose Murphy, Daire
O'Brien, Clalre Kingston,
[Aivia MecAllen and Maobh
Murphy who were all on

t

terford had {wo Mai-
read O°Brien frees in a half
whire they hatiled hard to
try and confain a focused
Petel owtfit who were still
smarting from their defeat
at the hand of Dublin In
round one.

Cork enjoved the bost of
the early second hall ex-
changes and had added
three polnts fo their tally in-
side the ing five min-
iafes with Finn, th and
Ciara Irwin splitting the

posts,

Warking away, Waterford
began togain a fosthold and
two points without reply
from O"Brien and one from
Rl:rl_'m Dirohan ot the defl-
[

Responding o the chal-
lenge, Eurktﬂ'l back adding
thres polnts in a row as they
keep the foot on the ,

Smith, Sheehan and
Hatelyn Dineen were find-
ing gaps in the Waterford
defence before a Rose
4| added time

put the fcing on the cake.
In the other game in the

up, Dublin continues

trﬂtmsiwdisﬂnﬂu
they made it two wins from
two as they defeated Laoks
1-10 to 2%
Scorers for Cork: A Seak 05, C
Fian 0-4 |0-3 1), R Murphy 1-1, O
D'Briagn 02 1, | Sheaban -2, O
Mcadan, O Kingalon, K Dineen, W
Murphy, € Inwin 0-1 sach.
ﬁwuﬂMNtﬂm

f:

CORK: ¢ Buckiey: M Murphy, §
O Brign, 5 O Keotln; H Sexton, G
Dooley, C Keans, | Sheahan, O
MeAllgn: A Bmith, © Kingsbon, R
Munphy, E Grlinen, G Finn, C Inwin
ish

Suba: M Crowlay lad E OBran [inj
28], K Dinpen jor O Mohdlen (48], J

tfior sl Murphy (48], E Foley for
5 O'Healfe (53}, V Gleesan lod &
Emlih {54},

WATERFORD: £ ; H Gone
nadly, ummﬁ?:wﬂ.ﬂ
,mmrﬂutmﬁm:a .hHFl',I.ri-
1ch: & Merctr, Bt Techan, 7 Walh

Suba: A Crainn lor B Gordnat G
Shepran iof T Hetior .Em‘;’ﬂ

Marian NcCarthy of St Finbarrs i presented
Liithehleas Gael, John Horan, during the GAR

r h < ¥

teamis In the senlor league
ﬂﬁhﬁe}:ru two sections of seven,
Games commences at the start of
and are scheduled for eumﬁsm
o e e, Gl O
ford, St *s, Glen Rovers, Eire
m#nms:ediuﬁ B holders Inniscarra are
joined by county champions
Clo . Douglas, Ballincollig,
cay rovers and Mewcastown, who make a
return to the senior grade following thelr
victory In last season's Intermediate
championship.
INTERMEDIATE
Ive teams will battle it out for this
Pu.gue :Euth and here there are {wo sec-
tions of six: In Section A, It’sﬂarﬂg:ﬁuin.
}Ma Plarsaigh, Aghabull P '8,
Ennkakeands and Clonakiiy.
In Section B, it's Kilbrittain/Timo-
leagoe, Valley Rovers, Blackrock. Water-
Brian Dillen's and last years
county champions Ballyhea.
JUHICR
There will be five junior grades and

with the

mﬂwamwmmmmemnmmm

Barsfi m:mmmmrmﬁmm
l.‘:-;nﬂ:?- pie-grmded 1 season o junior A.

Junior B: In junior B there are nina clubs
and 'th;u hdw mide the decision to g0
\mhjmtammﬂwwhamﬂmrmu fay
& total of eight ts.umi:l partici b
are Youghal, Inniscarra 2, Millstreet,
Bride Rovers, Castielyons, Ballincolllg 2,
Blarney, Cobh and Bishopstown who
have regraded this year from A Jevel.

Junior C: The Junior C league has 13
teams and thes are divided into twe sec-
tions one of seven and one of sb. Section A
is: Aghada, Kilbree, Na Plarsaigh 2, Kil-
worth, St Colum’s, Castlemartyr, and

niscarra 3.
Seaction B has Grenagh, Buttevant,
Midleton, Kinsale, Castielyons 2 and 5t

nakan’s.
E‘u.-u.lnr C 13-a-side: For clubs who may

Camogie Award by Maolmhire Tynan, Head of Public
Hﬂnﬂlﬂ#ﬂﬂih’t last month.

ke |

R—-—

Picture: Plaras 0

Section B is Eire Og, Barryroe, Douglas
and Ennlskearne.

MINOR

Minor A: In Minor A there are eight
teams with two mli%l! Section A: In-
niscarra, Ballinora, Eire Og and Sare-
In section B it's Mewcestown, Agha-
bnlhsm.wmd 5t Finbarr's.
Minor B are 20 teams in four aec-
tons of five. In gection A we have St Ca-
therine's, Ballyhaa/Milford, Kilbrittain/
Timaleague ICEJ , Mallow. Section B:
Fr O'Neill’s, Ballygarvan, Courcey

In- Rovers, Cloughduv and Bu

1.
Beetions C: Glen Rovers, Ballincollig,
Ma Plarsalgh, Blackrock, Enniskeane.
Section I} has Dnugllnﬂl%mhauis.
gﬂ%ﬁm 1B teams divlded into

Cork totally
outplay
Kildare in
league

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

Cork 1-22
Kildare 0-3

COBK were totally dominant
a3 they outplayed Kildare in
Hawkesleld in the Division 2
Littlewoods League.

Cork zet the tone of the
gama quickly and they had
first-half points from Katle
Walsh, with five, Michelle
Murphy, who had two from
plail. and converied two frees,
Lyella Cunninghom and Kite
wWall (three a
line Murphy.

That helped Cork open up a
016 to 0-2 interval lead. Leah
Sutton was on arget for Kil-
dare as they strugeled againat
a strong Cork defonse who
hield a firm grip.

On the resumption Cork
continued to hold the upper
hand. Aalfe Hurley nabbed a
goal while five Kate Wall
pulnlts. two l'rnrtn p]!:lr{. amd a
Hayley Ryan point left ne vay
hqn:]-:rﬁr I:%m hosts,

Searors Tor ok B wal o8 0-3 BL K

Walsh 05, M Mosphy 04 00210, L .
03, A iy 1-0. H Ryan, ©

gty -1 sach

Hadnre: L Sufion 0-3

ece) and Caro-

{ Curwingham. K O'ftcedin, C Murphy
¥ Wall, K Walsh

Sube: W Crgan, A Hurlo Erﬁm:rféb‘.
nargan, A Moloey, J Murpery,

I!lm;': H Ryan tar K wuﬂ?uﬂm
fan L M O fissdnn, D Camoll, L
Cunnifgam K Wall, E Flanagss

Meanwhile, Tipperary will
play in the Natlonal Cnmogie
League Division 1 final for the
first time in 11 ¥ears after
shocking champions and All-
Ireland qb'l:ens Galway at
Duggan Fark.

The Prember women failed
to scors §n the second hadf

roditced some heroic defend.
ng o heald out 1-8 to 010,

Capiain CAlt Devane was in-
spiration for Tipp, scoring six
points in the opening period to
supplement Riksin Howard's
early goal ani then dropping
deap ta help protect the 1-8 o
0-5 imterval lead into the wind.

Indeed, the Clonouliy/ Ross
maore All-Star made sne fan-
{astic dispossession of Rebec
ca Hennolly on the edge of her
own area, deep into injury
tirne in the second hall, fo help
keep Galway at bay,

Cathal Murray will be dis-
appointed that his charges
conld only match their first-
half return with the elements
after the resumption, Carrie
belan adding to her three
first-hall points and Niamh
Kilkenny also on target.

The westerners poured for-
ward late on but the hI:E phirs
wore being produced by Bill
Mullanoy's players,

Aoife MeGrath was sensa-
tlonal in added time, nipping
in to clear after Aoife Butler

herself well to stop an
Donohue shoi. Later on,

she took n yellow card for foul-
iniz Aflish O'Reilly at the ex-
ﬂ;ma- of Galwiy's Inst score

m a Dalan, and then gof na
block on O'Rellly 1o malntain
her slde’s advaniage.



I Courcey Rovers'
. Christine O'Neill
tells us the sing
‘song in Mary
0O'Donovan's Bar
in Ballinadee
will be mighty
when the good
times roll again ...

Tell us an interesting fact about yoursel? | was bakd until was
nearky three,

What Netfiix/ TV show are you at the moment?
Quoen of the South, Seling the Sunsal and The Sinner.

Wheo's the greatest West Cork sportsperson ever? The OTo-
nevan brothers or Jennifer O'Leary, Vi

I you could be any superhero, who would it be? St Anthomy —
he's nat a superhens but he's a mighty man for finding things.

Name one friend who'd love to see their name appear in The
Southern Star? My unche Emm McCarthy in the Bie Horizon. A
great character, loves hurling, a fine singer and a man with true
Courcey Spirit.

w of your sporting career T Winning the senlor league
with Courceys in 2017 — the crasc after winning nothing for 17
years was unbelievabla,

Tiell us a funny joke: How does Batman's mother call him for
dinner? Dinner dinner dinner dinner dnner dinnes dinner BAT-

Where's your favourite place in West Cork? is it blased to say
Garrestown? Glandom on a sunny day is 3 cose second,

Tea or coffee? Coffee all day long.

How many penguins would It take to kill 2 shark? Depends on
thie sire of the penguins,

Against your will, you have to live In another county besides
Cork, where do you go7 Kerry — It's the only place we were
ever taken to on our holidays as children, Great memories of
playing games of My House Your Houwse, | Spy and Cormers on
the wary down in the car,

What sport event would you love to tick off your bucket list?
A Six Natlons nughy game between ireland and England in the

You're in a karacke bar and have to sing a duet — who do you
sing with and what would you sing? The Ferryman with my
sister Caroline or Uncle Cracker's Folow Me with the Courcey
giris. Both renditions can be heard live in Mary O'Donovan's Bar
in Balinaces when the good times roll again.

What question would you liked ta have been asked in this inter-

Rovers, wha has erjayed the good days In recent seasons. She

Pioneering
women like

Una changed )"

everything

‘Family flowers only.
Donations, if desired, to
Dags Trust Ireland.”

HUS entbed the diath
notkce for Dna 0 Con-
nor, whose funeral
takes place in Marino
o5
& was a giant of camogie,
an absolute laoch.

ahe debuted for Dablin's
senlors mt 15, won 13 senlor
Ml-Irelamids, was on the Team
of the Century and, in 1566,
was thie flrsl camogie player to
win the Caltex award (equival-
ent of the Texaco),

She starred fora club called
Celte, scored 3-1 for them in
the inpiegural All-Treland club
final and ebviously Joved
dogs, but how littls oiso we
know of her.

This week | couldn's finc
one single picture of her on
the all-seeing, all-hearing
internet.

Dublin camopgie’s website -
the onky place that subse-
quently carried a decent
tribute - eventually hod one
bt it was a team phato, Even
kneeling in the front row she
tewered over her teammates

arvd was alwead of her tme in
Ffavouring & short hurley,

Sl plaved from 1853-67
{came oul of petinement
berdedly In !!l"ﬁ;r‘in Pp:dc:il:'mr
cHverged & nis
Christy Ring's vet the medin
of the day virtually
unrecerded har.

Tomorrow 15 International
Wooemven's Day (TWOH bt
March Is also “womens his-
tory month' and a copference
tis mark Irizsh women's sport-
Ing history in Dundails bu-
=oum Last week undedined
just how lost and pnder-cata-
loged 50 much of it is.

Hayvley Kilgallon from
Sligo, who did a thesis on it
fior her Masters in Patblic
History at UCD, gave
great Insight into the
penecls of the Ladies
Gaslic Football Associ-
?Q"T {LGFA)Y, founded in

Sheshowed acottingol &
a letier printed in the - 4
Sundzy fmdeperndent
on Angust 27, 1967,
i yeir after
Una’s Caltex
avand:

Headlined
IH‘““F

Cliona
Foley

L i% this season taking

Women gt of Croke Park” it
came fihoim a farmer
whirho vomen woilld be
barred from All-Ireland (inals
because “to me there s no-
thing more revelting or un-
natural than to seea pleasure-
bent woman np in the clty for
fun and enjoyment, instead of
bebnp satiafied with her ot at
home.”

The great news, Kilgallon
explained, was that
Seaming pike of verhal
mannre was rgfurmed to the
Cork farmer, with interest,
{rom many prodesiors.

Fifty-fouar years later
Croker had plenty of plossure-
e g

i ng up the

AlB au-frﬂnnd -
mogie club finals.

Catlltirssper-sub
UnaJackman stole
the headiines for nab-
bing a briliant injury-
time goal 1o win the in-
termecimte tile bt
the insurance

il == - 4-‘

fessor of sport and exerclse
psyvehology at the University
af Lincoln,

As she guipped 1o reporter
Valorie lor afterwards,
“T'm the only one wha has o
write ‘passport’ on her pear
checklist.”

alee wies ona fight back to
England ihat night and. de-
pending on where she flies
from, ofien fices a three-houar
plus drive on neturn.

A male inter-county player
of Cashman’s skill and im-
portance wonld be a hogse-
hold mame,

Far such remarkable dedi-
cation, he'd be sainted. Sheis
neither. Sowhile women's
team sports (the big aren of in-
e ukty) are slowly gaining
mire riscopiton, supportand
fanding, there's still massive
ground to e made up.

That's why speskal jni-
tintives are needed.

o reser | [REDEIS FOAF 80AINSt greatest rivals Kikenny

Le L
L L

oy IHI.I‘EH'I

of CORK took & major step to-
Eﬂﬂ ; granes rllmu-:-disln:il’nn*:i

the Li

waRnon phiakod A Lawue foal with &
Jlomin 4 display

inst obd foes Kil
PAlre U Cliaclt - oany at

Tipp are through to the de-
clder after beating Galwav,
the Rebels ave now ina

thon, two wins from
two, with Offaly and Clare fo
COHTHE,

5 Mary Newman

Goalkeoper Amy Lepwas
thrilled to gt one over the
Cats, who were fired up after a
loss to Clare Inst month. “Eil-
kenny always posd a hugoe
challengs 5o we're just happy
{:EET;'? gl the win under our

over the number one spot
from Acife Murray “Aokfe is o
legend and someone 1 really
look up to, she has been ao
good to me down through the
i,'mh; and is always 20 halpful.

wonld have played In a fow
leagne games and Munzter
champlonship games and the
experience galned in thase
games helped me and Aoife

m thar_e encouraging me all

This is . new-look side
under Putdio Murcay, with
the likes of Gemma O
a.rﬂﬂ rla Cotter nnavailahle.

some of the plavers who
have come throgeh from the
Lzt fvet o Tinar fonms
hivwe all plavid well.=

B 5ot inslde for more.



Una O'Connos (second from right)
1t o Dhabkin traiming session in
1954, Una won 13 senior

4 -
U|-fredands and was on the team
al the Century.

"WE heaurd mm:a.mle for a women smﬁlﬂ:
that the ek cam ris 50,165 foom the 1909
lustahmdui'PRﬂuﬂ' Wurld.ﬂun final},
rhelmm:—mmﬂun and They e flying in Billke Jean
won't effect lastin g King and employing Katie
It may not exactly ] Perry as entertainment but,
its stated goal — 20% more with 16year-old Tndian won-
participation/attendance’ derkid Shafaki Verma in-
COvE leadershipaf volved, it should sell auf any-
women's sport by the end of ’
2020 — bust it has, inarguably, Verma comes from thesames
shifted the npnm::a;l:lﬁnulrﬂ o muﬂnlﬂmﬁhﬁzu Emth
inequities. at produced Kapil Dev bu
‘5 it alone. at nine, there was no girls
A combination of femin- nl:rlr:l‘.zth:hertnwnmdnu
kam's fourth wave, the bag;dnhnuuldampthnr
#31eToo movement and the her father cut her hair
power of seckal media means and eprolled her as a boy.
2020 Iz part of a worldwide Her old school now has
movement Lo give more girls teams but such obstacies
tion and reward to. still aren't confined to
ath relighous or cultural
Aunstraila tomorrow all differences.
be on the T20 Cricket This week, via 20x20, we
{:.w in Melborme heard Rebecca McMahon (153,
they ' reaiming tobreak 3 member of the FAT's U186
thie world record attendance girls' squad, explain how she

had b0 indtially play with a
boy's team for similar

Teas0ons,

When bt got “competitive,
around nine to 10" she'd
only get on in the last 10

minutes.

She plays for Ireland now
bart still hears that old brick-
biat:“Sureit’s easy to geton the
ghrls’ feam — youse aren't as
gooed as boys.”

=1t fecls sometimes like our
achievements are diminizhed
because we're girls,” she sald.

Heartbreaking (o hear in

Mew initintives don't always
gelitr]q:h: or attract congen-

T]:mTEI!I World Cup’s been
criticlzed for having no semi-
final ‘reserve’ day for weather
delays, giving India free

past En into the

HFheMCG colncides

Keep women

out of
Croke -Park!

Slﬂ.-ﬂhlihll.“nﬂ.l.
fcland fisahs sre ad Baad
asdala, Bel's hepe lhe GAAL
will bar wemen from
altending Bheee games, laking
wp vl apage,
o me e Bonothing
T ling ¢ ursalural

1han Iﬂml-‘m'i
HI!'
I'-.uul

h.'ﬁ.‘ :ﬂﬂl

A letter received at the Sunday
Independent in 1967,

with another WD initiative,
Hritain's #JustJockeys cams-
paipn, which stresses that no
pender differentiation is
needed or wanted in horsorme-

img.

E’n:ll.nr opposite campaigns
vt room for both surely?
In Treland 20x30 has co-
imcided with, and arguably
cansed, others to up their
game, Including media,
neatlosal gnw:mhag bistios
(MGRaY andspm
Sport Ireland's ham forul-
ing NGRS own wormen in
mﬂ{ﬁls;}projms glniee H00G
et fardd o formal WIS policy
itzalf, which wits alvay s puzel-

i

In 3618 they finally pro-
duced one, set up a women's
sport committes (chaired by
Lynn Cantwelly atd, in 20049,
efploved thelr first fulltime
WE?E lead {Mora Stapleton).

Si, have things Improved?
Irrefutably.

Have we & long way to go
sEil? Yes.

Like, what conld oven a
feaction of Mick Mm‘_'&a.rttflg
€1, 1 ‘exclt fea’ from the FAL ©
do for the development end
ol the women™s game and ris-
ﬁ#"’“““‘" Rehecca Mcha-

The hashtag for 2020 [nier-
national Women's Day s a
warthy #eachlorequal,

But sport, surely, demands
sonek more active, tan-
gide and assertive.

S0 I'm suggesting #pleas-
urebentwomen.

[ really rejret nevor meet-
ing or seeing Una O'Connaor in
action but suspeci sha'd

approve.

Camogie is in a
good place - but
let's make it better

2019 was aseminal year for ci-
miogle omy many fronts, as it
was for women's sport in gen-

eral - for all the right reasons.

We zaw thrilling matches, n
record crowd attend our All-
Iretand finals, major in-
creases n medks coverapgs,
growth in memberships and
nia elinls being Found
proumd the conntry and
bievand, The perspective on
thir rode and impsct of women
in society over the past diecade
haz evelved; highlightesd by
movements sich as #hdeToo,
and the “30% Club" which have
acted as lightning rods for
women tostand up, and tse
thelr vislee maore actively than
ever hefore, eliminating bar-
ﬂnt!r.-: both real and perceiv-
il

Thee role of wome Lo all as-
pechs of sport - participatbon,
high performance, officials
antl leadership is making
similar stricles, We v 2een i
huge change in the Irish sport-
ing landscape in the kst diec-
ade much of which has been
reflected in our ovwn standing

Jand Progression 48 a spor.

Parficipation numbsers are
at an all-time high, and oor
staff team hes grown in
numbers, exporience aml ca-
pacity to match the needs of
our membership, S
have Mocked tewards our
pame, and media covernge is
constantly reaching to new
aAreas and moTe eyes on
EOFye.

With such growth the very
dymamie of our heri sport
and Association has &

niimg meany

Posittve challerges for us o

taekle and overcome. The in-
creagingly professional ap-
proach towards mateh prep-
aration., in particutar at the
elite lewvel of the game has
brought with it a greater noed
ta ook &t how our game 15
plvyed, Indeed, the level of
coverage and serfous, critical
pnalysis of our game has
helped to drive the Assoct-
ation forveard fn areas sich as
our recent trialling of playing

Players themselves are be-
comting more ¢mpowersl to
play a wider part in the As-
soctation, one that ks ned 1-
mlli‘]m to the playing Fbi[rld

engagrment is now o
h}'fucmwufllm Association to
ensure that we all mowe for-
ward togethver amd at the same

pade, :
Support structures for
ployers. reforees, volunfetrs
e wider membsirship
are critical to croating an on-
wironment for camogho to cod-
Hnue bo flourish. As l:lﬂ-:ll'n]“nl.‘-]l
peer-hased organization mu
LT
| OUF MET an
developing thelr capacity to
prow and susiain our game on

ol fronts and in all parts of e
country ami beyomm,

There aro siilE some clinl-
lenges facing ws s an Associ-
akion - ing the numbars
of female referees and
coaches, and tacklng player
drop-out at key transition
sﬂ#zﬂ remain majgor issues,

i Sarions o Lt g
[t Ens mewerks
such as Sport Ireland’s
Wommen in Sport Policy, help
us fo look at new and inmo-
vative ways of tackling ihese
issues piving rise to new ini-
tHatives such az our recenily
launched MLNAL Programme
which will specifically tmrget
increasing numbers, upskill-
ing and mentoring the female
copches involved in our gnme.

ext month we will Lanmeh
a new Matlonal Development
Flan setting ont our viston for
the future, with clear and am-
bitfous targets to biild on the
pasitive developments in ca-
mogie over the past decade
and moeno, Engagoment and
bailding copaciiyis ey to the
success of this plan,

*A rising tide lifis all boats'
and the colbective progress
amnd achievements of women's
sports both in Ivetand and in-
ternationnlly is positive for
everyone involved. Our peers
are on a simikar posttve and
progressive path — we are
phoneers for Irlsh women's
spert - with each new achiley-
ement by an individual spori,
team or athlete bringing im-
mense pride - andd raising the
bar for all of us.

Record attendances in ro-
cent years by our colleagnies
in the LGFA and across the
waier with women's soccer -
seping 50,00 plus ina stadium,
have shown what is possible
for majer women's sports
evenis. Our athletes merit
these attendances, and more.

The international attention
which the FIEA Women's
World Cop enjovedd last
:.umnl}u;l -ihe wﬂlm wlu::g it
capli the c's imagin-
au?m c&] the role

hr:r Irtah fal Mi-
-¢|:|: le OF ieitl = ilusteated the
appetite for quality coverage

of women's ting evenis
and showed that the public
both make and female recog-

nise quality g Egn as guality
spart - ence they have the op-
portuwnity 1o doe so.

Such achievements build
th case for furtber mvest-
ment and growih. They dem-
onstrate the mertis of the ath-
letes and sports and dissipate
the vobce of the naysayer.

Ona practical level sparting
organisation’s across Ireland
and the world can be more am-
bitiows in their plans to grow
woanen's sport - this a very ox-
clting time. Ultimately we are
working to provide opportun-
Ities for girts and women (o
play and enjoy spori to the
zame extent as their male
connteprparis.

We're on the right mud fo-
warids achieving this, momen-
tiem Is building and IIII:I'l"iI‘.'I
fasier than ever - hul':
our part and gef lum]

B The suihor is And Stirhoir of



Cork’s (hara MoCarthy br

8

eaks her hurley in this

clash with Niamh

Deely, Kilkenny in thelr Littlewoods Division 1 league game,

Two wins from

two as Rebe

S

show their class

TWO pames and two wins for
Cork in the Littlewoods
Mational Camogie League
and you can't ask for any
meore than that.

With the weather seeing
their games against Clare
and Offaly postponed it
meant a longer wait than
usnal for Cork bo et back on
the plich.

And vesterday not only did
they have io baitle thelr
arch-rivals, bt they also had
to battie the conditions with
a hail storm in the second-
half, driving into the faces of
the Cork defence.

Any time that Cork face
the Cats you know it's going
to be a battbe aned iF vou dre
not up for it then you will be
beaten. Right from the off
yeaterday you could see that
the Rebels were dedermined
nat to lei this one slip and
they were going o add (o
their paints tally.

Witls a number of changes
from the team annoumced it
meant a move b midfekd for
Chloe Sigerson, alongside
Ashling Thompson. Aoife
O Meill, from the Barrs,
made her senior debai fin de-
fence and it°s one she can be
proud of,

Flenty

She did 1ile wrong and is
sure to have plenty more
diys in the red persey,

Defensively Cork looked
wery strong, with the lilpes of
Laura Treacy. Hannah Loo-
ney, Libhy Coppinger and
Lanra Hayes outstamding.

Sigerson played a key rolo
in mid{teld and Thompson,
once agalin, showed just what
Cork missed when slse didn
play lnst season.

Her tenacity in the méiddla
of the pitch is crucial for
Cork and they will be hoping
the form =he has shown in
the two leapgue pames will
continue all through the sea.
S00.

Up front Orin Cronim is as

i a5 any free-taker, hurl-

ng of camogie, in the
country and no matter how
diificailt the angle st docsn't

miss oo often.

AVIU
m Rory Noonan

Linda Collins leads the
full-forward line and in Amy
OfConnor they have an out:
stamnling capialn.

She certainly leads by
example and gave it every-
ialag over the B0 minties. It
was}Fler goal eardy in the sec-
cayd-half that setiled Cork,
when Kilkenny were getting
a bit of a foothold In the
Eame,

Amy drove at their defonce
all through and had their
been a Player of the Game
award it woild have been
hard to leok beyond her.

Afterwards she was de-
Lighted with the win saying:
*Anytime you are playing
Hilkenny you know it's golng
to b a tough battle and we
expected nothing less from
them.

“Conditlons were fajrly
bad as well and make it diffi-
el al times to play, bot we
are dellghted to get the win.

“We have a few new
plavers and in fairness to
Paudie (Murray) he is giving
everyone a chance and that is
gond for them but ale kee
the players that are there
] w] ibe on their toes,

"1t prople aren't doing it on
the pitch then others will get
their chanee and 1t keeps it
competitive for everyone
which is pocud for vus. There i3
poud competition there at the
moment o iry and get into
the starting 15

“It seitled us a bit bt i
didn’t as much ns 1 wonld
have Hked as they got a few
scores afler, but we settled
then and 1 thooght we fin-
ished the game out well,*
conchaded Amy.

The win puts Cork in a
sfrong position in the league
ahead of a diffieult away
gnme agalnsi Odfaly next Sat-
urdiy,

But on this performance
then the Rebels are golng to
be one of the tonms to baal
agaln this vear,
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The Cork team who lined up aga

i
Sy

L '|.'-. =
o i

Sl

..- T iy
e SRR s
--__..“.-.“_.q_‘&-- " T e e H'.-u I"!. =

inst Kifkenny In thelr Uttiewoods Division 1 camogie beague match at Pairc Ui Rins

i
- *

Picture: Dan Linehar

Rampant Reds

u Mary Newman

Cork
Kilkenny

217
0-9

THIS was an Enpressive display from a fo-
cused Cork as they totally outclazsed
their great rivals on Sunday,

Thiz Kilkenny side were battling to
Eirep their hopes of remalning in the
Littlewaoads Division 1 leagoe allve in
Paire Ui Ririm. hnshm?ﬂﬂm H&bﬂﬁh;h&éﬂ in
on 4 berth in the decider, Tipperary
E: H qualified for the first time in 11
VEATS Lﬂrtuc af & win over Galway at
the weekend.

In all sectors Cork were on top and
while Kilkenny's tacties of crowding
around the middle did Hide to upset Cork
Eo o elesprese, once they took conteol on pro-
ceedings from the early stages.

Orly Cronin is proving to be one of the
lemdors of this voung Cork outfit. In
superh form, as she contributed nine
Pints over the hour,

Team captain Amy O'Connor's pace
caused & lot of problems for an over-
worked Kilkenny defense whilst Afsling
Thompson turned in another good dlsplay
areund the middie winning peod ball and
ofT loamting smartly ta the inside lines.

Paudie Murray continued the policy of
bringing along the vounger plavers,
handing siarts to Acife O'Nelll and Cinra
McCarthy and both slotted in efficiently.
Clipna Healy, who was hitgely impressive
against Waterford, came on for 909 minutes
and showed well helping hersedl to 1-1.

Flaying with the strong wind in thelr fa-
wREr in the oponing half Cork tore the Kil-
kenny defense apart despite Denise Gaule
petting ihe Cats ofT fo a good start with the
Eame's apening seore.

Crondn replied Immediately and when
Dantelle Morrissey edged Kilkenny in

blitz Kilkenny

BT Three talking points from game

DEFENCE: Cork have
always had a strong de-
fenee, but with the likes of
Aodfe Murray refiring and
Gemma O Connar still un-
decided it was an area that
some would have been
concernad about, weriies
Rory Neonan,

Yesterday Amy Loe look
assured in gpoal and Laura
Hayes was outstanding at
centre-back,

Add in the likes of
Laura Treacy amd Hannah
Looney and this defence
will {ake some beating.

pinger fo call on as well
there will be serious com-
petition to get a starting
spot in the championship

(gl

Tonacity: The determd-
nation amd tenacity in the
tackle was of the highest
gtandard gﬁt&rﬂﬂ. bed by
the midfield pairing of
Chloe Sigerson and Ash-
ling Thompson_

Both were superbh and
coniralied the game firom
the middle of the pitch.
But the forwards have to
also be complemented

aral balls that then led fo
Cork scores.

Captain's role: Whilst
one player dossn't make
A team. one plaver can
cerfainly set the tone and
In. Amy O'Connor Cork
have a captain who doos
S0

Her work-rate can only
be applanded and sdmired
andd she set the tone for
her team-mates yester-

.H:E wiEll as getting a cru-
clal poal at the start of the
second-half she was in-

They have a nice blend of  here as they made if diffi-  volved in many of their
youth and H%:'er‘iﬂnmand cult for the Kilkenny de-  good moves and ne donbt
with others llke Leanne  fence to clear their lines  her display helped to 1ift
O¥Sullivan and Libby Cop-  and they turned over sev-  all those around her,

front on 10 minutes we thought miye we
had a good contest on our hands, Cork
upped the pace thongh: Quicker and £lick-
er they picked off points and holding Kil-
kenny scoreless for 22 minutes they
opencd up an eight-point bead.

Laura Murphy got one back for the visl-
tors but 1t was 0-10 1o 0-3 &t the break.

Agife Dayle fired one over on the re-
sumption but a great Cork move saw
Laura Hayes off-load to Linda Collins
Whise inch-perfect pass to Amy O'Connor
was (nished well to the net.

With overhead conditions deteriorating
wi hiwdl torrential rskn and hail stones and
with it enme s brief Kilkenny rally which
yielded four points without reply,

Cork setiled and hit two polnts ks b row,
Denise Gaule clawed one back for Kilken-
ny bt o strong Cork finksh led by a Healy
#oal and five points without reply. Cork
were full value for their victory and they
will ook forward to the challenge Offaly

CORK: A Lea: A O'Neil, L Troacy, r-:m:nﬁ; H
Loonay, L Hies, © Sigorsory; L Coppinges, A

m.ﬁﬂ'ﬁrm, EM,EW:LW_L
Coing, G McCahy,
- [0, | O an for 9
52, GO Sulein

M L iovrts; & Molsn, O Cyisls, O Marity
Subs: C Foloy tox G Derde (irg 13, for b
mml.umirmmm.u:rm
o ol W

Refares: Jobn McDonagh |Gafeey
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Tipperary

11-year wait for
Leaque final spot

q'l'

Dlrlgh ﬂl Conchiir

Tipperary will l;l;:nlns.t a
Natlonal Cam e
L:Iiu'lﬂlm 1 fimazl rak

time in 11 ruﬁr: a|!'J:n-r
shocking champions Gal-
way n g pulsating affalrat
1 n Park (1-& (o 0-10).
g plain Cait Devane
was lusr.llra.til:ln for Tipp.
scoring six peints in the
opening period to 2upple-
ment Raisin Howard's
aarly goal and then drop-
ping deap to help protect
the 1-8 1o 0-6 interval ad-
into the wind.
Galway boss Cathal
mlgym:rﬂl be dizap-
charges cou
onily match their ficst-half
return with the elements
after the resumption, Car-
rie Dolan adding 00 her
three frst-half paints and
Hlmnh Hlllmnmr also an

ﬁﬂil‘E McGrath was sene
gational in added time,
nipping In to clear after
Aaife Butler saved wall
from Aoife Donohue and
thien gat in a (remendons
block on O°'Rellly.

Group 2 remains wp for
gribs bul Cork signalied
their intentlons with an

* emphatic2-17 to 0-9 'r'h:lm?‘
OVET AN
kenny. at Phice I.Fi Rinmn.
Kilkenny lod early on
thanks to peints (rom

fse Gaube and Dandells

Morrissey but Ora Cronkn
levellod with a brace and
the Ennilskeans sharp-

_.l'

shooter contineed to find
the target, So too iid Chilos
Sigarson and Amy O"Con-
not for the Leaskiors o go
i A the break leading 0-10
to -3,

Adife Dovle made it a
gix-point gamnie hut Cork
roplled with a goal foom
' Cannot In the #Hth mins
aiber, i @ fne pass fron
Lindre Colling. Loura
Murphy and Katle Nalan
kipt Kilkenny in touch buk
Cork had too much know-
how and pace down the
final strefeh. Ashling
Thompson's return 1o the
fold  has certainly
glrengthened Cork and she
began a fine move that
ended with Cliona Healy
rifling home,

A scintillating Karen
O’ Leary. goal with four
minntes romaining
crowned a wind-assisted
seogndd-hall comeback anc
cemented Limerick’s Divi-
gion 1 status at LIT. In the
process, Paul Sexton’s
troaps conslgned Dublin to
a relegation play-off by
virtie af the 1-10 to 0-10
sporoling,

The visitors led 0-7 to -3
at hall-time bui Limerick
wore 4 transformed side
on the restart and their
Fighting spirit was re.
warded with O Leary’s
late goal. On Saturday,
Beth Carton scorod 1-8 s
'l&l.’;terﬁu:frdhinﬂkmﬂ i“‘llm

wat of the campaign on
Clare amd secured the first
win of the Fergal O'Brien
relgn on a 2-11 tad-11
gl ine.

Cork look to seal place in final with win against Offaly

CORE are in a very strong position to reach the
Litelewoods Divislon 1 beague (inal after thelr tronne-
Ing of Kilkenny tast weckend.

They tnhe on Offaly in Banagher on Sunday with
their final game against Clare on March 22, Clare
toppesd Group 1 after mmalinﬁ OHFaly andd Kilkenny,
bt their defeat to Waterford last Saturday was a
major sethack.

Offaly have yei to win a game and there aren’t any
uururises expecied against Cork, with the Robel

County hot favourites to take the points from thelr
remaining two games

The trip to Ba.nm;]'mr was to take place on Sunday,
Fl!l]-ﬂ.l&r’].' o, Tt waslcp; ﬂn&d due o the adverse
weather. $ince then v played just ope com-
petitive game,

Gffaly are out of the running with just one polnt
fraem three outings. With defeats to Clare and Kilken-
oy and adraw with Waterford, s purely for cham-

'“mmnrmmmm
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CAMOGIE

® Linda Mellerick
1?3_5hlp preparation that Offaly will take to the

After Cork's demolition of Kilkenny, they are
prakzesd o not only reach the league final bot Sancied
o win i After Galway's surprise defeat to Tipperary
last weokend, Tipp now top Grﬂlillji?-lmﬂ advanoe to
the final, with no semi-finals taking place this year.

Cork are the county most hindered with resches
dule games. The leagie final was initially e for
March 22 That weekend has now béen sef aside for
Cork's game with Clare. If Cork defceat Gifaly and
Clare manage {o surprise Cork, Cork would still go
throughon scoring difference as they currently lead
Clare by 17 points with a game in hand. 5o, Cork's
victory over Odfaly on Sunday secures their place,

Considering Cork arg in league transition, they
can be very happy with their current sitting. Gemma
O'Connor, Katrina and Pam Mackey, and Jilia
White liave all sat the league out due to various rea-
=ons along with the retirement of Aqife Murrmy and
the relocation of Orla Cotter to MNew York.

Plavers such as Cliona Healy, Aoife O'Nefll, Ciam
O Sullivan, Clara MeCarthy, Emma Murphy, Han-
nah O Leary and Isabelle O'Regan are all developing
will, &5 15 Sackrse MeCanthy. The patient Amy Lee,
who has been understudy to Aoife Morray for many
years, ks now getting her chance and is dofng well. |

A leapue viclory would bring younger panellisis
an and tﬁml‘g sure o be in Paudie Murray's thoughis,

The Tengue final conld now be played on ihe wee-
kenel of Biarch 28, bul that has vet 1o be confirmed:

For now, full attentlon within the squad will be the
journey and result in Banagher ag they endesvanr (o
tako a place in the Tinal beo.

3. ORLA CRONIN - "As a contre
forward she has the besr moves
ment that [ have seen in that
position, and Tinclude hurlers in
that” - the words of Cork senlop
camogie manager Paudie Mur-
ray recently, UCC soudent Orla
is only 24 years old, already has
four All-Treland senior medals,

S T T hmﬂrtmmmi
mmm:;hﬂl elan ny B

Dan Linehan

7000

and she is getting better every
season. The best centre forward
in camagie right now, the Enni-
skenne hm'n:m B 01 30 upward
trajectory, Back in 2007, she was
player of the game in the All-lre
land final, and it's balTing how
she hasn't won an All-Star vet.

' OrlaCronin i

7. LIBBY COPPINGER - the
5t Colum's club woman is the
jewel in West El:-li'!ldul[nmm
as she splits her time between
football and camogie. It's not
easy being a dinal player at the
highest kewel but Libby makes
it work. Cork camogic boss
Paudic Murray felt Lilsby had
her best year yet with his side
Inst season, and already this

she's impressing for the

footballers, scoring a cru-
clal goal in o Division 1 league
win against Mayo, Hard-work-
ingz and industrious, she covers
plenty of ground far both Cork
tenms, and jugeles the demnnds

of both eodes.




Murray pleased with
Cork young guns after
annihilating Kilkenny

CORK

KILKENNY

HOEL HORGAN REPORTS

CORE manager Paudic Murray
was keen (0 keep things in per-
spective in the wake of an em-
phatic win over Kilkenny in the
Littlewnods Natsonal Camogle
League Division | clash at Piire
i Rinn bast Sunday.

Acknowledging it was an im-
pressive performance from a
developing side, Murray felt one
of the most satisfying aspects of
it was the pat from teenagers
like= Anifie O Meill, Cliona Healy
and Ciarn McCarthy,

*Andle did well in her first
game at corner back, and 1
thought Cliona made a big
difference when she came on,
while Ciara worked very hard at
wing-forwand. We're looking to
the likes af those young players
to step up 0o the plate at the
momeent, Murray saisl.

" always believed if vou get
two or three new players out
of the keague, its been a good
campiiin, but i's cardy days yet,
ane we might have a few more
expericneed girds back for the
champbonship.

‘If mot, we'll try to develop
whiat we have, but we must go
away happy today, even if Kilk-
ey were missing 8ot of regu-

lars,” Murray stressed.

That the Cork management
had reason b0 be encouraged
by the manner in which Kilken-
ny were dispatched i beyond
dispuie,

Following a vencative start,
the Rebels hit the front for the
firse time when Chloe Sigerson
pointed 1o make it 0-3 10 0-2in
the Vlth minute, triggering off
a purple-patch which yiclded
seven more soores belore Kilk-
enny’s Laura Murphy broke the
sequendce in stoppage time.

The Rebels hadn't a weak link
In this period, with particular-
Iy eye-catching contributions
coming from dynamic duo Amy
O'"Connpr and Orla Cronin in
the half-forward e where Ci-
ara MeCarthy also made her
presence felt on the lefit wing.

Chloe Sigerson chipped in
with two points alongside the
influential Ashling Thompson
at midFekd, while Laura Trescy
and Hannah Loaney backboned
atightly-knit defensive sextet in

front of dependable custodian
Ay Lee.

Considering Corks Saoirse
MeCarthy, put clean through
by Lauren Homan, had a shot
from point-blank range saved by
Kilkenny goalkeeper Emma Ka-
vanagh in the 18th minute, they
weren't fattered by their 0-10
to -3 advantage at the interval,

The deal looked done and
dusted after Amy O'Connor,
fed by full-forward Linda Col-
lins, goaled to make it 1-10-to
-4 within four minutes of the
resumption.

To their credit, Kilkenny
didn't throw in the towel at
that juncture, responding with
four points on the trot to re-
kindle their hopes nearing the
three-quarter mark.

Perhaps Cork were guilty
of resting on their kaurels 1o
a eerain extent, but, whether
or which, normal service was
resumed after Orla Cronin won
a [ree which she converted hep-
sedf in the dadth minure.

Effective substitute Cliona
Healy quickly stretched the gap
o seven points, and, after Den-
ise Gaule replicsd for Kilkenny,

DIVISION 1 GROUP 1

Cork
Clare
Waterioed
Kilkenmy
Orfaly
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AmyO'Connor and Orla Cronin
combined to create an Gpening
that led o Cork's second goal
from Healy, leaving them 2-12 10
(-8 vo the good with 12 minutes

of regulation vime remaining.
Cork, with Cronin fawless

theconcluding stages.

Paudie Murray rn'caltd he
couldn't be happier with the
artimude of the players, stating
iit's always a posithve when that's

s
‘It's pleasing 1o have wan
our first two keague games, but
there's bigger days in front of is,
and 1'd say we're a good bit off
Al-Ireland champions Galway
at the moment,” he conchuded.

Scorers

Cark: 0 Croin 0-9 {81} A OConnoe
-3 C Healy 1=1; C Sigerson 0-2;C
McCathy, L Collns 0-1each
Ky D Gaule 0-3 {21} L
MFpiTy 0-2: 0 Morrissey, A Deyle.
S Frzperald, K Molan 0-1each.

srard Orla Cronin
s ;j.fn:r'll'.!hl

Cork: A Lee (MaParsalghl L
Coppinges {5t Colum’s), L Treacy
[KBeagh], & Crhdell (St Finbans), N
CrCataghan | Samfiekisk HLooney
{¥lieagh). L Hayes {5t Cathdring’s).
C Sigerson (Kleagh), A Thompson
[ o] & O'Connor [52 Vindent's],
0 Crorin [Enriskeane], € McCarthy
{Aghabulicgue’;L Homan {5t
vincent's], L Cofiing (Courcey
Rovers) S McCarthy (da).

Subs: C Hoaly {Aghatlegue)

for CMeCartiny (47), 1 O Regan
(Bathyganan] for 5 MoCarthy (515,

E Murpiny (Glen Aovers) for Homan
(53) COorSuian{Mewoesiown) for
Criedl (58], H OLeary [Baliroolig)
far Colins (53}, 5 Hutchingon (Eire
g) for O'Calaghan (53]
Elkenvy: £ Kavanagh COShea, D
Tabin, G Walsh: N Desly, C Dormer,
L ity M Tessinan, K Duonte: W
Walsh, A Daoyle, L Mo K Molan, D
Gaule, D Marrissey.

Subg: 5 Fitzgerald for Deety (],

M Kennealy for Norris (47), M

O Conrsed for W Wk [52),
Referee: Sohn MoDonagh
(Gabway).

© THE HIGHLIGHTS

Our Star: Army 0¥ Connor employed her dazzing pace and aomisbic bal
Controd io pose courd Bess probiems for the Ky feargLa.

SABF Frement: In compieting o fypically Incishee nun with o cracking goal
1o it Cork nine points up, Amy O'Connor efectively settied the lssue

friihe J4Eh e

Talkirsg podn: Torun ot sauch Convincing viciors over the 2018
s -ug in ot b ieague and charmpianshio hes o e aboost o a
tender-aped Cork team going fonwand

Wihiat's it ? Conk sl bid i rrusion B Uvves wing cul of thee inasi aveay

ficture against Offaly this weekend

'Noroom
'for errorin

'Division 1,

says Orla

HAVING home advantage
provided Cork with addition-
al motivation for last Sunday’s
league encounter with Kilk-
enny, according to ace cen-
tre-forwird Orla Cromin,

Involved with the squad
since 2012, and a first-choice
player since 2015, the Enni-
skeane sharpshooter revealed
she hasn't often tasted defeat
with the Cork seniors in a
game at Piire Ui Rinn.

"It’s obviously the same for
most of the other girls and
we sald before the match we
were determined 1o add to
our good record here today,”
Cronin sald.

“We're very pleased with
the way it worked out, c5-
pecially since we have had a
lot of postponements since
beating Waterford in round

| gne, 50 we couldn't be sure

how we'dl perlorm, added the
four-time All-Ireland medal

| winner.

| Cronin, wio has yet towina

league medal, feels there is a
It of pressure in every game
this season in view of the man-
ner in which the competition
has been restruetured.

'It's almost like a champion-
ship now because, in contrast
to previous years when you
had two semi-finals, it’s the
vop team in each group that

goes through to the final, so
there’s little or no room for
| errorin our four-team group,
*As I've said, we were a little

| bit anxious going out today

after being without a compet-
itive game for so long, but |

| think we managed to put our

| best foot forward, and we're
delighved.

Cronin, not for the first
time, pulled a lot of the strings
up front for Cork, and she
agreed the team performed
superbly as a unit during the
kase 20 minutes of the first
haif.

‘We took a while to settle,
but once we began to deal
with their puck-outs, we were
able to build up some moemen-
tum, and we just kept driving
on until halfl time,” she said.

"We knew Kilkenny were go-
ing to come back at us in the
aecond half, but we respond-
ed well after they brought
oair lead dowmn to five points,
wihich was very satisfving.

I suppose you'd have 1o
say we're & team in transition
now, because there's several
players from last year who
| aren't with us at the moment.

‘It means theres a lot of
young girls trying to break
into the team, and o be in-
valved in games like this
against Kilkenny has to bea
big positive for them,” Cronin
concluded.




They care for
their own club

THERE was a lot of negativity at the
LGFA's congress in retation to the de-
feat of the Dublin metion tast weekend.

It purported that the LGFA ‘recog-
nise amnd rts the concept of a dual
player, as . and will encourage
all of its units o support and fscilitate

its playing members of all ages. who
wish to do o, to play both Ladies
Gastic Foothall and Camogie’.

I'm not at all surprised it was de-
feated. | beligve if a similar motion was
put before Camogie’s congress it too
wotld ave been shat down.

The reason? Because those voting at
Congress aren't concorned about the
general individual. What they care
about is theirown sport and (o narrow
it dbown further, awr eluh

Very few make decizions for the
good of the inter-county game or the
bigger phciure. That's why 56 many
motions aroond the Camogic rules
have been defeated over the years,

LGFA President elect Michael
Maughton said that the motion was de-
feated because of the wording. 1 quote,
“That motion came down toone word,

Basically,

{0 po through, with that word in it, it
cotld hold up all our compeatitions,
right down to club and underage lovel,

“When we talk about facilitating
dual plavers, we eonld be talking about
Basketball o any number of sports
that sur piayers also play, not strictly
CAMOEN."™

I'm nof 5o siere that's the case, The
mistion did ladies football and
camogie. He said that both associ-
ations will continge towork together
to ensure that those who play both
codes are not asked to choose Botween
either or line out twice in the one day.

One such alleviating step taken last
year was te play the senfor camogle
and All-Ireland ladies football Semi-
{inals on separate weskends,

Libby pinger missed the fool-
haller®s d taway to Donegal last
weekend as it clashed with Cork's vie-
tory over Kilkenny.

And now Cork's re-scheduled league
game with Clare on March 22 threw
another spanner in the warks with the
clash of Cork’s foothallers In Galway,
meaning the camogie team would line
out without Libby and Hannah Loo-
mey. Why was that focture just thrown
put there stirring negative publicity
and leaving it to Cork and Clare to sort
atit betwean them?

Why wasn't the game just lixed for
Saturday? I the Saturday clashes with
other sports for Cork or Clare that
their players may be involved with,
thien s beit. h

Then they make a chojce. With
group formats now the norm in GAA
it's difficult eneugh to avold clashes
with ladies foothall and camogie with-
aut having to work around other
sports as well. If a player chooses (o
play another sport outside of GAA

iy of course individual cholces will
havve b0 b made

But the ladies GAA codes, albeit
umiler separate organtzations, should

sy and Lawra Norris last

work together. [ think Cork and Clare
will agres to switch to Saturday.

Meanwhile Cork are in a strong
league position, antesd (o reach
the final if they defeat Offaly tomor-
row in Banagher, which I'm sure they
will. Thelr last final appearance was
27,
Cork blitzed Kilkenny last weekend.
1 appreclate that Kilkenny were cown
a significant nomber of top calibre

ayers such as the Farrells, Michelle

wilty, Ann Dalton, and Davina Tobin
batt such was the gap you'd woender i
Kilkenny can do enough over the
coming months to get o an All-reland
final again. "

They cuirrently lie second from the
bottom in groap 1 with a game with
Waterford today. Based on current
form Waterfordd, with the Gailltir girls
back, could just as easily take the
points here.

That's as far down the table as Kil-

: ' ceak past Kilken rs Aofie Doyle, Danielle Morris-
Chine Sigerson, Cork, looking to break past ny playe Mﬂiﬁﬂm:mn

kenny have been for years. They won
their fourth title on the trof in 3015 1
don't believe they have the underage
coming through either like they had
mbdway through the kast decade.

Cork meanwhile have won two back
i back minor titles and | think the
pendulum has switched a lotle, Kil-
kenny continue (o hold & strong recorid
in senior schools camogie though with
Loratto having won thelr seventh titbe
sines 2010, With inter-county players
now fguiring relatively young at sen-
jor level this must stand to the Cats,
bast thoy seerm te have & bit of work to
o

Meanwhile desplte Cork also being
without eight of last year’s All-Ireland
semi-final side 1hnﬁ are playing im-
pressively and blending in their youth
successiully at this o of thie leag e,

Tipperary have reached the division
1 final for the first time in 11 years
after shocking champlons Galway in &

@@lf a player
chooses to play
sport outside of GAA
thenchoices haveto
be made.

tight affair at Duggan Park, The Pre-
mier women failed fo score in the sec
ond half, which is a poor sign at senbor
intercounty, but conditbons were poor,
and they produced some herole de-
fending to hold out by 18 to 010, Cap-
taln Calt Devane was again excellent
for Tipp, scoring six points in the open-
itz half,

Hilsin Howard goaled early and
then dowp (o help protect the
1-E o -5 interval advantage into the
windd.

She dispossessed Bebecen Hennelly
on the edge of her own sqikre, decp
into the eight minutes of injirey time to
sacire the win for Tipp.

Cathal Murray will b disappolinbed
bt the MeGrath sistors are now hack
with Galway after their All Ireland
club victory with Sarsliolds and things
will zettle apain as their thaughis now
move bo defending their All Ircland
CTOWTL

Win may
not even

be enough
for Cork

CAMOGIE

® Mary Newman

SUNDAY
Littlewoads Division 2
MNational League
Cork v Woestmenath,
Cork Camogie Grounds
Castle Boad, Zpm
CORK face into the last game
in their grouwp of the Litile-
waods Division 2 National
league on Sunday Knowing
that a win may not even be
enongh o get them a place in

the final,

With just one team o qual-
ify from each group Moath
have already secures thelr
gemi-Tinal place as group
winnors having recombed wins
over Cork, Kikdare, Kilkenny
and Westmeath, There are
three groups with the top beun
in each group going threugh
but one team will be drawn
from the three minners up in
cach group to make up the
four semi-finalists.

If Cork win they are guarnn-
lie a runmners up spot and they
will then be at the mercy of the
deaw 20 it will be very much
lingers crossed and hope for a
bit of luck. Westmeath have,
just one game played where
ey bt oat by seven points bog
Menth 1-8 to 0-4,

LAzl zeason Wesimeath
blazed a glory irail as they
ecaptures the Intermediate All
Ireland title a win that sees
thiem graded senbor for cham-
pionship, amazingly they re-’
main in division 2 for the
league despite their players
having won Intermediate
championship meddils st seq-
0.

it doe=n't malke sense gven
ihat when Corl won the same
Intermedinte All Treland title
two years ago none of the sides
were eligible for division 2
Ieague the following year.

Surely if ihey are (o have
any chance of making prog-
ress and learm it wounlkd have
been batter to parficipaie Ln
the divisbon 1 league and geta
taste of what ig to ¢ome in
champlonship.

They secured chimplon-
ship senlor status for the frst
time i thelir history just two
years after winning the Pre-
mier Junlor decider and they
will field & strong sides with
players of the calibre of the
outstanding thirty seven year
ald Pamela Granville who all
through has been a shining
Ligght For her county, .

Thay have a strong experi-
anced outfit with players of
the calibre of Laura Doherty
Amy Scally Megan Dowdall
and last senson’s team caplain
Muairend MeCormack, whoso
socond half goal & goal swung
the ALl Ireland Ml In West-
meath’s favalir,

Cork ot hack 1o wining way
last weokend as they over
came a Kildare side stowggling,
to got to grips with promotion”
this season. (|

They had exenllent displays
from Kate Wall, Katle Walsh,
Michello Murphy, Lydia Cun-
ningham, Ackfe Hurley, Hay-
ley Ryan and Caroling
Murply who were all on th{r‘
scor shool.




The Cark U6 team that defeated Tipperary to qualify for Munster camogie final,

ork take on

Déise in final

B Mary Newman

Cork 3-12
Tipperary 0-5

PROVINCIAL and All-Iredand champions
Cork got their defence of their Munster
16 title underway way in impressive
fazhion under lighis a1 Sarsfields GAA
pitch on Wednesday ovening as they over-

powered Tipporary to secure their place

im the final,

On-a bitterdy cold evening which was
made even more diffieult for the players
mid-way through the epening hall with
driving main beginning to fall Cork play-
ing: with the add of the strong win laid the
foupdatjons for victory with an impres.
slve opendng half display which saw them
take a 1-10 to 02 bead to the dressing room
af the interval.

From the throw in Cork attacked and
they were on the score beard inside foriy
seconds with o well taken Grlinne 0'Ma-
hony point, two in-a-row from Orlaith
Mullins frem a difficult angle and Orkaith
Cahalane settled Cork into the game.

Grace Maloney had one back for Tip-
perary as they opened their account at the
ond of the opening quarter but with the
Cork defence and midfield holding the
upper hand extended their lead.

ate Redmond, Orlaith Cahalane Or-
lafth hlullins amd Fiona Twohlg had Cork
0-7 to 01 in Mroent before Kacey Mechan
who had an excellent bour in i
ary goal denied Cork with throe fine saves
in i row.

As the raln began to fall Cork kept the
foot on the pedal Cliona Lynch pointed a
forty flve after Mechan had denied with a
fime gave, but evaniunlly Cork got the goal
they had theeatened to grab when Orlaith
Miillins finighel well from cloge rangs
qual thizy acldied polnts form Shauna Shee-
hian and Orlalth Cahalane before the final
af the hall was with Tipperary's Cora Hef-
fernan who podnted two minates into in-
{ Jury time,

Turning to play with the aid of the wind
the hﬂlfTJiv1mrr bt & Lot of
work toodo and to thelr crsdit they held

games are
cancelled
for year

GARA
m Rory Moonan

FOLLOAWIMNG on from this dec-
aion of the Cork County Board to
posipons all saness chamgon-
ship games in Aprl, Croke Pk
has announced the posiporn-
mﬂﬂmuwm
petitions e,
In @ lether s@nd 1o all clebs in the
tast 24 howrs, [t se88 compati-
figna oo the Félle canceliod,
This will come as o masshae dis-
Tar mary, b con-
ring the organising of ths
mnd, it is the fghl gecsaon.
Also gone ane the Caltic ' Chal-
lesngye Cup-and acthvities nnol-
wing acndany Squads, it nol
the inber-county minos cham:-
picnahip,
Direcior ganeral of the G, Tom
Fyan stated: “As par of sur col-
lgctive eMons i deakng with The
Covid-10 outbsaak, It ts our in-
tantion 1o communicate with ous
urts o0 A ragular basis and
keep you informed of develog-
manis a5 ihey happen.
*The GAA can confirm thal a
numbar of coaching and games
instintrae will mat procesd in ight
of this prevalling circumsiances:
“Thasa include the 2020 Faile

Leah Hayes, Sophie 0'Connell, Olaith Cahalane, Niamh 0'Shea, Edel Sheehan, Megan Shechan
and team captain Sadbh McGobdrick of Eire Og gaetic football team who were presented with the

Rebel Og Award for August following their All-Irefand Féile success.

Cork to four scores as they worked hard to
close dovwn their lively attack,

Orlaith Caladane podnted and sarly finee
and when Orlaith Mullins off loaded a
superbly pass bo Erkn Curtin she finlshed
to the net to stretch the Cork lead to fif-
toen poinfs.

‘Tipperary kept battling away and con-
tested every ball with determination
Abble Linehan pointed a forty five to
which Kaltlin $heehan replied seven min-
uies in bt we had to wiit until the twenty
second minute before the next score as
both defiences began to gt on top,

Celine Guinan a Whbte Linehan
iulsted to the Tipperars mlly with polnis
before Evie Twomey kicked the ball over
the line For Cork"s third goal three min-
utai::‘m added u.E:ﬁh ey D

rk managoer WAS
with his sides display on night when it
wis hard for hurding. =We were delighbed
with the attitude and thrilled {o be in the
final,”™ Donle Daly sadd.

“Tt was o comprehensive win and really
[ thought our first fonch was very, very
goml, when yan consider the conditions

Ficture; Howaed Crowdy

war: nof grent.

“If was a very cald nkght and then the
rain made it sippery awkward,

“We have prepared very well for this
Munster championship and of course
later in the vear we will be very focused on
the All-Ireland championship but for now
it's all about Munster and wers delighted
o b A the final.™

Alter the game the toss was made for
the venue for the final and Cork will
traved bo Wisterford foday (Sat) to mest the
home side, whe defeated Clarve in thelr
seml-final.

COR: K MoCarity; H Crowley, E ODonovan, T Eliolt:

A Healy,  Walsh, C Lynch {oj; K Redmond, L Halihan
ﬂﬁ%m;m.ﬂm;ﬂm F T

hig, E
Suba: K Shoskan for L Malkhan [21). E Curtin fer G
o [F15.C Murphy for § Sheshan (407, M Con-

don for O Mulies [in] 45}, Y Abeenetiy for W Gromdery

(B

TIPPERARY: K Meshan: L Byan, L Fatio E Fogarty,

En'mnm.HFumm;rfhﬁmms

Heflorran; ¥ Foioomba, G OF Dioneal, A Fahls; G Malo-

Fay, G Gdran, G Haflpnan

Subs: D e K Focamia (39, B O 'Sullsan for E
. [E Margan flee T =

Aaferes: John Paul Kedy {Limerici),



Newcestown

celebrates

great success

Club basks in the glory of its fantastic -
camﬂgle fﬂﬂtball and hurimg exploits s mwm%mmmwn Sulanhag it he s

]

;

h!aewﬂ‘ﬂmmwghcmtm McSweeney and Sue Deasy enjoying
Mewcestown's Camogie/GAA vi:tn;rl?mer dance at the Munster Arms Hotelin Bandon on

Saturday night. {Photos: Paddy Feen)

Mﬁnﬂﬂtﬁmdﬂn Grace and Mewcestown Camogile Club officers their dinner; from left, Mary | k= |
Lauren Whelan, s 'hl"ﬂl'l mm%ﬂw%mwm Ciara Sheehan and David Buckley at the victory dinner.

L .r_'. -ri'- rl‘}_‘q_t”
g4 L d“f".& th%
m |ﬂﬂﬂ p;ﬂpl:uredatﬂ'uﬂﬂsnuddmmﬂm
“WMMIMH Grace Geary. Front from left, Clodhna Prendergast. Orla O'Sullivan,
Lynchand Kate Lynch. {Photo: DonieHurley




Clubs Team of the Year: 1, Leui
"u% Giat McEldownay, Haught-

6. Maria ]
W i o Seantan, Scoil
loal; 3. Msamh MeGenlh, Gassteids; 10,

Brndyy, s 1. ﬁmhr:-lhﬂ'ﬂt.‘ :
ot : 14, Biobida MoGmlh, Senbolds: 15
Hasthprion, St Vinconld

amy o'connor cork camogie -
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y during the All-freland
Picture: Piaras § Midheach

L'ﬂ.lﬁw Aoife Murray here first-half
Senior Camogie mmmhmm;mm&m

penalty against Kitkenn
retirement.

Aoifecallstime
on a glittering
Cork career

ARGUABLY the best goal-
keeper In the history of camoe.
gie announced her retirement
carlier this week.

Apife Murray .qll_]:p&d away
guietly from the Cork panel
Last Movember,

This week however ahe pulb-
lely annonnced that she
would not be returning to
wear the number one jersey
that sk hveld for 18 sensons,

The 6-year old's profes.
shonal approach to the art of
hurling goalkeeping rafzed
standarids across the coumniry.

Holder of nine All-Iraland
meddals, ffom 3002, 2005, 2006,
F008, 2005, 2014, 2015, 2017, and
2018, Aoife also won All Star
awards in 2004, 20048, 2009,
m!f.gﬂﬂjiiemls, anil :.’Ill‘t'I. B

eper’s role on the
field hemmﬁar more than
being just a shot-stopper over
the past decade and maone,

Leadership, shot-stopper,
puck-outs, dead-ball expert,
Anife was top class at thens all,

Her acrobatic saves, her
alert aned aceurate puck onts,
her penalty taking, and inspl-
ration (o her team from be-
tween the posts was instru-
mental for Cork over the past
18 seasons and her boots will
be hand to fill.

She fulfilled a lifetime am-
bition when she captainecd
Cork to her last title in 2018,

CAMOGIE
® Linda Mellerick

espectally for her mam and

She know what it meant to
therm and hir family who lad
supparted her all through her
CAPeEr.

Adbfealso won three county
sentor champlonship nicdals
with Clongheuy and was cap-
:ﬁlls in 305 for Eheir third
- Shie has worked in Dublin
for a number of years and
made the return journoy
three times a week for Cork
tralnlng, Ineredible commit-
ment.

Aoife works with Colliers
International as an associnte
director, responzible for the
aszembly and asset manago-
ment portfelio of investments.

Speaking of her parting
from what has beon her life
fiar =0 bong Aoife said: “It has
been the main part of my life
sinee 1 was seven and T played
with Cork sinee | was 14.

*“It's almost 1ike a really bad
break-up because i's the only
thing I've known all my lifie.

*“This is probahly the hap-

fest I'we ever been with a

ecision. but at the same time,
itz really hard,”



Young McCarthy

& always weloome when someons
new puts their hand up and gets in-
z}h’:-d in coaching in any sport at any

il

Cork Camogic welcomed such an ad-
dition with Innlscarra’s Mark
MceCarthy, who af just 24 vears of age
is the new Cork [ntermediate Camogie
MATMARET.

Hu was ratified earlier thiz year as
manager having been the Hurling and
Strength and Conditioning eonch in
2005,

Poszessing a BA in Sports Science
and Physical Education from UCC
with Mnoiths as his chosen subject,
Mark took a year ont from education.

Rather than head stmrﬁhldm'.rn the
I:n-.uchin% route, he put his knowledge
and skills towards personal training.

“Seah, I went down the sports route
for this year,” Mark advised.

1 was looking 1o come out of edu-
catbon for & bt alter belng in [t for nine-
teen yvears and 1 was enjoying the
copching, 0 1 put the teaching on
piviese for a year,”™

Based in Ballincollig with the Gerry
Lynch Personal Training Centre,
Minrk joined up with Gerry after o stint
in Dennely's Fitness in Blackpoal,

Such 1z the sueecess af the PT dua
that within six months they el a
socond unit in Glanmire in Old Chiris-
tkans rughy club,

Thay specialise in one to one work,
puiting individuals through their
pivces for 30 o B0 minutes.

“It"s poing well ™ Mark admits.

“We're leoking to open four urﬂlu]nr

four years,”

Miark's haptism n Camogio cam as
i [hird-year stucemnt in UOC.

“In September 2017 1 was ashed by
Dr Wesley D'Brien, leciurer and
Strength and Conditioning eoach with
the hurders, if I'd consider the position
of 5&C conch with the UCC Intermedi-
ale slde.

S0 Darragh O°Callaghan and 1,
whao's mow the hurling coach with the
Cork Intermediaie sids, came ther
a5 jolnl management and ran In-
termedides for that year.

“It was a great o unity having
it been involved in ogke before bo
going directly into management,

“I was going back to Intermedi-
afe tenm for the 201 6/2002 season when
Jirhin Gralnger rang me saying that
Dave Ellis the UCC senior Camogie
manager wis looking for a S&C conch,
&0 [ afepped vp o that and I've been in-
volved with them for the past twe sta-
SIS,

Mark's own harlin
shortened when he ha
badh hips by the age of 21.

He played all the winy though under-
age with' Innizcarra and was playving
an U21 hurling game when his career
took mn abrupt halt.

1 picked up m few injuries from just
overplaving. The hip surgery s com-
ITHOTE wmqa:ﬁ It's ealled scoping where
Enlll hips were clenned ot and res-

“It fsn't m roplacement, | remember
Jumping up to eatch a ball, coming
M‘T'n.h:"guh""'h boecked,

B nes were after crocking off
ihe slde af their seckets. There are no

Career Was
SUTEETY on

adds fresh ideas

Cork’s Linda Dorgan and Kilkenny's Aoife Prendergast in the |

Callan.

izsmes since batl that's how [ found mo-
sell going into personal training as 1
was oul for 12 months, :

“Then | went into coaching. 1 intend.
ed to go back pl g sooner bt the
schedules just *t albow it but as a
priority I need to go back playving as
I'm golng on 25"

I 2008 With fwoe seasons of IDC Ca-
mogie behind him Mark was called
npon to get involved with Cork.

“March 2019, 1 got a call from
Frances Killeen (former Cotk inter-
meedinte manager) o step in as hiarking
and 3&C coach.

“I jum on that opporiunity. It
was corfainly a learning curve. It took
me fwo fo three weeks to et (0 know
the playes’s names,"

How does the responsibility of man-
mper rest on his shoulders?

“This year | find myself in' 8 much
better place, | know the players, the
struciure of Corlk Camogie,

“You're always learning though. 1
rely on Frances and the other selectors
ta fill me in on the opposition and
whether theres any other player out
there that we should be looking at.

il | ]u:it treated It again as another op-
portunity.

“We had a meeting and Frances
couldn't continue the mannger rode as
her son Sean is on the Cork Minor
Hurling panel and she’s really busy
with thai.

“1 was voted in. 1 the towg-
hest part of the role was getting to
know the players across the county.

“We wanfed to give overyvons an op-

tunity. 1 was given ample notice,
‘o started with B2 names.

“We reduced that down to 83 fairly
quickly.

: ""t’r'ﬂ'l‘nJﬂ'l' at 44. We've used the
: B0 gl Bveryone i gami.

“We'll reduce the panel to 30 for the

champicnship. That'll be the toughest

gague Division 2 game in
Picture: Dylan Vaughan

@@ You're always
learning though. I rely
on Frances and the
other selectors to fill
me in on the

nppmsitimn,,

decision we'll have fo make this yvear.
“Those that may not make it will
hiwie bein blooded

year after.”™

Cark have a home fasture bef® in the
national league against Westmeath bt
with Meath uncatchable at this point
that game may not now be playved dne
to time constraings with Meath givemn
the green light to go straight through

bo thee final,

Wt know the e of the
league In & conple of weeks” Hime,

Vi ChapiOnaltl CORA
ali] :
“¥eah, it be a tongh challenpe with
e o e

and away 1y, An-
trim and Derry.

“The two irips up the th will be
toaigh and how We respo that will
b ey

“Woe've 8ix pames N seven woeks,
Bt we'll go all out for k™

for noxt vear or the



Camogie has lost

a leading light

B Mary Mewman
CAMOGIE lost ane of ts leading lighis
recently with the recent af beg-
andary Dublin plaver Una WO T,

For many of our modeérn-day
players and mentors, the name would
not be familiar bt Una was one of the
mman whn blazed a trafl for those

t

Her skiils were legendary as the
Drabs ruled the carmogie world,

In this modern age of wonderful
technology, we have plenty ways of
Enowing the star players of the game
amd this brings these players into the

limetight for wi ]
he]iklf] .ynmmstm.* 0 aspire to

Una 0 'Connor should not be for-
gotten as she was, without doubt, o

plaver whose like we probably will’

MEVEF B4 aEain

Having won 13 All-Ireland senior

medals; shie has to be regarded as one
bl et ot L
an P avery
short hurfey bt had brilllant aceu-
ra%ml gpeed and ball contral.
¢ began her inter-county caresr
by helping Dublin win three All-Ire-
land ttles in arow, collecting her first
sembor medal at the tender age of 15 in
1553 a8 Dublin overcame Tipparary,
E!ogﬂad in thefr tracks by Antrim in
1965, Dnablin were back &5 winners the
following year 1957 and Una carved
her own record of 10 siiecessive All-
Ireland medals hetwesn 1957 and 1966
ng the gide in 1963 and 1584,
was uanﬂﬁd in 1967 with
camogie player & vear in 1967
despite Dublin suffering All-Ireland
defeat at the hands of Anirim. She sits
in second place in the roll of hemour o
her teammate 15 times All-Ireland son-
wﬂﬂe medal winner Kathleen

A key member of the famed Celtic
e GO IGLA v s
BENI0T COURtY chiam m
slve starred % they landed ﬂl:a inang-
ural All-Ireland elub championship in
1964 ag they defeated Antrim club
Defrdre on a day when O"Connar
goored 3-1, This was to ba her only All-
Ireland club medal as Celtic become
uﬂuaenrﬂm firw Dublin: clubs to win the

B,

Celtic reached the final OVET
comi Cork and Munster champions

fen Rovers in a semi-final that went
o a-replay and ron the day
with Glen Rovers® Deirdre Sutton -Cal-
mmrgmamhbgiﬁ Una l:}";h”:n?an;m a5
o of the Fma t players she in
her owm ilustrlons career,

“Una was a superb player and a
great forward, you eould not take volr
eve off her for a second she was light-
ning fast and had swch groat skill, she
was also a very nlol person and very
humble, 'ean remaember hor well play-
ing with Caltfe and Diblin,

e plaved Celtiein the All Treland
club semi-final In Copk In 19684, 1t was
the first time that the club champion-
ship took place and we were falrly
evenly matched and the game ended In
i:.-ﬂmwlﬁuml the r;:inLtaEyh':\'?g in I:uhi]:trlt.

i was 1At & gamee bt
beat i by a goal and went on {o
f the first club All-Treland title:” 1
spake to my mother Norm who was
selector with that Glen Rovers team
f the day,

g5

=

28 February 2004: The Camogie team of the Century, back row from left: Sheila Wallace, ArdS

>, .-x » : [— Y |
tiurthoir, Cumann Camogaiochta na nGael,

Liz Keary, Kilkenny, Marie Costine O'Donovan, Cork, Mary Sinnott Dinan, Wexford, Eridie Martin McGarry, Kilkenny, Sandie Fizgibbon,
Cork, mmmhunummﬂmmmmﬁmmmamm Kathleen Mills Hill, nuhlh,andmﬁy Fen-
nelly, on behalf of Angela Downey Browne, Kilkenny, and front row, from left, Eileen Duffy O'Mahony, Dublin, Mairead MecAtamnoy Ma-

gill, Antrim, An Taciseach, Bertie Ahern, 7.0, Miriam O'Callaghan,

Uachtaran, Cumann Camegaiochta na nGatl, Una 0'Connor, Dublin,

Hancy McCarthy, on behalf of the late Sophie Brack, het sister, Pat Meloney Lenihan, Cork, and Defrdre Hughes, Ti -t the Cum:
ann Camogaiocht na nGael centenary celebrations at the Citywest Hoted, Dublin, ool e e

“Afor drawing with them in Cotk
wi headed o Parmoll Park for the re-
lay and thore was flerce excitement
1 the glub, we had gront support from
cvearyvhody and we travelled in force,
The game lerked (o be going our way
arid thign Unia got injured and had to ba
replaced and it secmed (o spur Coltic
at They came back at us. Kit Kehoo
Whﬂﬁ_lla:.'m for Weaford replaced Una
and she first timed ashot 8o the not,
sl ot & second poal shortly after in
furm the gamme in theie faveuar™
In 1964 Una was the recipient of the
Gaelle All-Star award in it Mrst vear

as a scheme for players, In 1966 She
also became the flrst-evér camogio
plaver to be honoured with a Caltex
award which later became the Toxaco
award. Both of these awards wore
coveted honours for and camo-
gie players with auch great hoasschold
names such-as Christy¥ Ripg, John
Duyle, Henry ShelMin, Sedn O and 10
Caray amongst those who have been
hemnoured,

Retlving from the game in 1967 she
camme oul of metirement briedly in 1675
and made her redurn as g defendeor,

When the Camogie Team of the Cen-

Picture: Brenelan Moran

tury was named in 2004 she was o eor-
tainty to-featiire and taking the wing.
forwarid position her ultalh‘m resied ak
followa: “A born forward Una O Conor
was o greal reader of the gamo sho
BAYL ACCUraie piEses o hor teaminiantes
and had il devastaiing shod, A besutiful
sirlker, olosive with an exceptional
h"-ﬂ’lr',r' sworve and @ great furn of speed,
miodest dand unnssuming she pliyed
the game with grace and beauty and
deserving of har place amongst our
edlbe™

Uina's recend passing b the age of £
has taken one of camoghe Mnest: BEE



‘Camogie in Cork

AVIU

m Mary Mewman

THE cancellation af all games, because
of the continuing health restrictions
imposed to combat the coronavirus
putbreak, initially disappointed the
Cork Uls chmogie camp, who wene fo-
cikked on the Munster final, against
Walerorel

Manager Donle Daly understands
thii health eomes first.

S an awiul pity. really, but it%s'a
priocity that we stay safe. We were
ready to o, bt wa just have to =it tight
o and hope things work out and we
el bick foacticn soon,™ Donje says,

Dionle started v playing GAA with
his Tocal clob, Yeughal, at just cight
reprs of ape:

[ played all grades with Youghal,
maknky hurding. The highlighi, for me;
was being part of the intermediate
panel that won the 1988 coun'ty. In 15686,
| moved o Wexlond, with work, and
Hlayed with Faythe Harders. In 1888, 1
moved back to Cork and spent two
years playing with Cloyme,

*TThoy i just won the county amnd 1t
s my father’s club, 1 had always &
irong connection there and T always
el that IF Tewver got the opportinity to
aliny there, I'wiould and 1 was Iucky to
sedan opporfunity fo play with great
Wayers,” Donbe says

Then, 2000 saw big changes: Donke
woight a house in Grenagh and spent
‘ive vears plaving with Grenagh,
xhere e won four mid-Cork junior A
mirdals and featured in the 2004 junior
hocounty final, which Grenagh lost
larrowiy (o Ballygarvan, He retired

rom plaving in 2006, with Youghil,
vhiere his carear had begun,

Donie credits Grenagh for getting
1im involved with camogie.

*1 first got involved with camogie
vith Grenagh juniors, in 2001, and
eially enjoyed it My comogie involve-
nend siopped until my daughter,
Aoibhe, went Lo her first iraining
aesslon with Youghal, In 2912,

“Initially. I wasn't golng to get in-
relved, but once © did, it just snow-
anlbedl and 've coached from U0 to
Ji6 with Youghal and I'm currently
welping oul with U16s.” Donie says.

Camogie is in Donie's bleed. His
nother, dMary Jo, was part of the Cork
All-Ireland winnlng fourdn-a-row
eam firom 1970 to 1973, With that pedi-
rree, i comes as no surprize that
»onig has already led Cork to All-lre-

and and provincial titles.

“I was lucky thal koth sides of my
amily were steeped in GAA. Both my
ather and mother plaved senior with
ork: my mother was part of the 1ast
our-in-a-row All-lreland-winning
oams; my uncles, Billy and John
tynn, played with [mokilly and Cork;
!nhln also played senbor with Water-
aiil
“On my father's side, Dends, John,
e Seamius wore renowned hurlers
vith Cloyne, Imokilly, and Cork. Bear.
ng in mind that | was born during
rorks four successes, which my
o ther Wuslamn* of, you could say [
ag involval even before |'waz hormn,

“My [ather likes to tedl ihe story that
was technically on the feld of play
uring the 1870 AllIreland fnal._; |
rng born in May 1971,7 Donle savs.

Thr eall b step wp to inler-connty

BLACKBEE
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Donie Daly, Cork camogie U'16 manager and sales director with Blackbee (sponsor) and

SLACKBEE

.:.r.'. T

Mchwesney, with the under-16 Murster and Al Ireland trephies.

Donie Daly, sales director with BlackBee; Gemma 0'Connor, Cork mogie senior captain,

and Paudie Murray, senior team manager.

ciimogis came when Donle was ap-
proached in 2006 and, despite nervoes.
nezs, e ook on the job.

“Cork lostithe 2015 Munster funior
final amd they were loking for & new
manager. Shaila Golden persuaded
me, along with Suganne Deasy, to
manape the tearm,” Dande says.

“To ke homest, there was irepidation
at first: would 1 be capable of it?

“Would I have the knowledge? O-
vhmisly, it's a very promd moment (0 ba
asked, no matter what level. When it's
Cork, thore is an oxpectation.

“We put a lot of effort into it and
were delighted to beat Kerry in
the Munster somi-final and we went o
to defeat Clare in the fnal,” Donie
S1YS.

Far the last three years, Donle has
beart In eharee of the Cork 1HEg sl

Pictesre: Miki Barkok

younger plavers present different
challenges.

“ bkt have work, eollege, families.
11162 have sclool, exams, and other go-
clal pressures to contend with, bat, 1
must say, belng Involved with the
1162, over the last three years; has
been absoluiely amazing. We have
been blessed with some of thoe best,
mast committed girds coming long dis-
tances (o tradn thres times o week.”

Donte works with Blackbes, who
hawve been Cork sponsors for the last
two years, something heds hugely
prod of.

=1 vwas delighted thot David 0°Shea.
Hlsckbes CEO, agreed the sponsorship
dieal with Cork. With David, I was
pushing an open dooyr, 4% e iz a big
GAA supporter and has two young
i AF e mmem

U16 boss's blood’
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Cork County Board chairperson, Mary

Picture: Howard Crowd

@@ Being involved
with the U16s, over
the last three years,
has been absolutely

amazingee

"Hewns more than happy to suppord
an erpanisathen that wis so fumdamen:
tal to tho personal, physical, and amo
tional development of thonsands of
giris kn Cork.” Dondoe says.

“Shirley O'Regan, Blackbee market-
ing manager, could also see the ohb-
vious benefits of belng pssociated with
the most succassful camoghe teams in
thi: conentry.”

With two voung daughters, Acibhe,
14, and Aisling. six, and his Limerick-
born wife; Denise. Donke 15 focused on
the season ahead, when e can gt his
charges bick on the plaving pitches.
"Ny alm 1% to wina third 16 Munster
and retain our All Iveland dtleand try
and get Youghal Ulss as far in the
champlonship as possible," Donde
SAVE.

?ﬁln Mo i e e T Ll



JERRY Wallase Is one of the most ne-
spected niemes in fhe hurling-world as
A teadner and coach.

He was the physieal trainer with
the Cork senlor hiurling team that won
bick-fo-lanck All-Treland titles in 2004
and 2003, He Iater served as trainer
with bath the Antrim and Limerick sen-
for hurling teams,

Joerry was director of Limerick
underage huriing acedemy and also as
a hurling coach and selector to their
miner tenm. The current group of the
Limerick senior team came through
JOrTY’s Ora.

In 2018 camogie board members
Muarian McCarthy and Mary MeSwee-
noy approached Jerry and asked him if
he'd be interested in taking on Cork's
minar camogie team. Jerry s daughter
Lucy was on the panel.

It wis an approach that had imimedi-
ate success, Cork won back-to-back
All-Ireland titles and now bid for
thnse-in-a-row.

JErry picks up the story,

“I rémember I met Marian and
! . I told therm I'd do it and that I'd
it themn tooan All-Trelamd final in 2018
baat 1elidn’t Enow if we'd win it.

“The first thing I did was 1 had to
learn the rules as | Enew thore was
changes 10 harding. Then [ had to ook
il the ceaching. the technical skills
and =a forth.

“I brought myself up to specd with
that. I've a good friend Mick Boland
and we st down many a night. Mick
waz awant of the underage players
that were thae,

“5a, we set aboutl very quickly with
getting permission for 35 players and
then working diligently with them. 1
find working with the minors and the
underage in Cork wery compntible be-
cauge the season starts inJanuary and
you'me playing up 1o the end of April if
you're successiul and thon you have
the summer to 4o your own thing.

“For the last couple of vears, wo've
kept the training going one day a week.
Then yon had the Munster champion-
zhip in July, But the Munster cham-
plonzhip is gone this year and that's a
bit of a set-back, I think.

“There's nothing to aim for now in
July so the girls that are of the age -
they're Minished with Cork in April.

“Wie meot twice, sometimes thres
times a week and [ find that weve gota
good programmme i place. I've got
conches involved with me; Michael Bo-
land, Mark O"Sullivan, & good hurling
coach, he's got a great positiveness
aboatt him, We have Martin Enright in
strength and conditioning.™

Michac] Walsh 351.:.11:1,;5 us with i:ﬁn]{_ﬁ:
eceping conching. Sencton mn
chel Crean are the Halson officers.

Jerry 12 also running a development
programme with the U1Ts as he buikls
minors for the following season.

“We have the 4G pitch and CIT, 50
the girts have a very mdern i fosi-
tive lpcation for training. It's woerked
wall for the lasi two years.”

Frogrammes have been sent (o the
players during the Coronavirus {80

Wallace lauds the
structure in Cork

The Cork Minor A Camaogie All-ireland champions came to West Corl to celebrate their historic All-ireland win with captain Moira Barrett
from Ballinascarthy, in 2018,

Jerry Wallace is always at home on the training field.

lation period for them to work on.

Thiz year the Munster minor cham-
ploaeship 1 a bit up in the ale. Jerry's
understanding is that it has been dis-
Banded and a new U7 tournament will
replace §t, but nothing has been con-
{irmed. He is concerned that young
girts fintsh thefr inter-county cansar at
18 if they don’t get called up fo the sen-
bor prades.

“Uine thing I have noticed is that in
the inter-county set up there i nodhing
o absorb the girls after the age of 18 5
they'ro nod called up to the intermedi-
afe amnd sonior squmds,

“There's no U2l competition and
maybe that's wthers the camogie as-
socintion should ook at. They're tallk-
imegr bk @ Gall ofT of young women amd
thit's the Koy ape.”

He feels that Cork have a great
straeture in ploce that will reap bene-

15,
“Pawdle (Murray) is on a three-year

Picture: Oliver McVelgh/SPORTSFILE

development plan,

"Heo's delighted with the young
group that's gond into him.

"Ha's got a good mix. 1 think Cork
camogio are poing to be very compedi-
tive. You take it at the moment. You
have a very strong programme going
on with the seniors, a strong Intor-
mediate and miner programme, with
the underage being very well looked
alter,

“Omi thimg [ will say about Cork Ca-
moghe is that they tey to do everything
rlght. | know it's a challenge and 1
think that more support from thoe buasl-
ness community needs to be given 1o
the camoghe set up.

“I'm an outsider as such. only
coming in three years ago but [I'm
hugely impressed with Castierosd and
the facilities. To have your own grouncd
for matches and state of the art club-
house, I Enow it's still early days with
it bt s there and iU's taken o ot of

@@ The goodwilland
calls | get sometimes
from people
thanking me for
getting involved

is fantasticey@

work and commiiment,

“The goodwill and calls | get some-
times from people thanking me for gat-
ting involved s fantastic. 1 think if
someone 18 leoking to invest thelir
money, they should look at Cork Ca-
megiie.”

Reforring to the stability now
around Cork Camogie Jerry sayvs “1
think wé're not fly by nights. Myself
and Paucic are both stable. | was asked
# wear age would 1 move on and [ said,
‘o, I'm very happy with what I"m
g,

“AL minor leval IU's not all abasot
w!rmlng. We're batiling for a three-in-
d-row and 1 hope we'can get ourselves
Ente o fimal and we'll see wial happens
on the day.

“If Cork can always be In the Tnte
stages of these competitions that will
b very good in the long terin for Cork
camogie, You'll always gol one or two
players.™



Marion a deserving
recipient of award

¥ Mary Newman

GAA president John Horan recently
homaured 11 people all invalved in
Gaelic games who have shared the
commaon theme of making an insplra-
tional impact on their chosen eode of
hurling foatball, camoegie, ladbes fooi-
ball, and handball for eliher their
club county or community.

These are very presthpious annual
awards which are organised with the
suppoert of AT and TGS and they give
the GAA president an opporfunliy to
acknowledge sulstanding commit-
ment and leng servies across the
varions codes.

Speaking about the awards Horan
explained their Importance,

*The GAA oxists because of the
volunteer effort of inspirational
peaple, The impact and nfections en-

s thusiasm of these people ks the beat-
ing heart of what our great Associ-

Iit1.|EIi'|. has gproem fo be for more than
130 years.

“These avwands present us with an
all too rare opperiyinity to stop and
reflect and say thank you (o a group

Vof people who have made and who
continue to make a life-long con-
iribution to the GAA and who are
such magnificent role models,

“There are 11 awards presented
across all codes and all wallis of the
GAA fife. In their own way, they ane
ambassadors and shining examples
of the countless other voliuntesrs at
homee and abroad who give so much
of themselves for the betterment of
the GAs and who we are proud to be
able to cail our own,™

Cork werde homoured to have two of
its most distinguished and hard-
working officlals among the 11
peaple haibed and it was a wonderful
occaskon for the county to see Marion
MeCarthy and Peter Dennehy duly
recognised for their afforts.

Current treasurer of the Cork Ca-
miogzie board and formeor beard chalir-
person Marien MeCarthy's honour
1% one thit 1 wel] desereed.

Marlon comes fram a family whoe
have a long connection with the St
Finbarr'z GAA club. Her sister Ca-
therime O°Brien is actively involved
with the Barrs having served on vari-
ous commiitess in the elub while
their late mother Nellie was also o
great club woman belng invelwed
with the ladies elub at all levels until
her passing two years ago.

Marion is the current president of
the camogie section within the club
and iz aleo a mentor with the club’s
senior team a rolo she also held in
4006 when the club won the senior
caunty for the first fime.

O the day Markon a6 chadrperson
af the eoupty beard had the honour
of presenting the conniy cup (o her

jclub’s enptain Lyndn O'Connell, &

mamment she trily savoured amd one
which ranks as one of her prouwdest

MAETits.

Hawving attended secondary. schoal
in St Aloysins, Marfon took up play-
Eﬂg camogle and playing with the

VBarrs where her garly exploiis as a
Ell;r_u'w gaw hot play on the cluba jin-

J *feakn that wor fhe Junior A cham-
El.:!‘ﬂhl]} in 1881 Profscton followed

th tesem amvd the following year ad

b ol o i Ml ' 1
The Cork All-lreland camogie team defeated by Kilkenmy after a replay in 1981. Back: Val Fitzpatr

ick, Joan O'Sullivan, Mary Geaney,

Mary 0°Leary, Patricia 0'Riordan, Eileen Dineen, Claire Kelleher, Ger McCarthy, Claire MoCarthy, Nancy 0'Driscoll, Frent: Marion
MeCarthy, Miriam Higgins, Martha Kearney, Clare Cronin, Liz Lynch, Anne Delaney, Angela Higgins.

intermedinte grade they won e thtle
elevating the club (o sendor level fop
{1se first thme.

Always to the fore in all camogle
activities in the Barrs when she fin-
ished ploying Marinn stayed on as an
adminizirator within the club and
sapved as elub ireasurer and on vari-
o3 club commithess

She nlso got involved in the coach-
ing side as a club mentor passing on
et lowe of camogle to the next gener-
atbon of clulb players. In 1391 she was
glecied as vice-chair of the Cork
county beard o positlon she held
bl 2002 when she was alectsl chale

of the Cork board in 2062 as chair-
woran Sheila Gokden retined.

Marion went on to hold the posi-
than of chair for fourteen years ancd
she then ste into the breach in
2017 and took on the robe of county
ireasurer & position she currently
fills with huge efficloncy

A prominent member of the coun-
ty boards development commities
Markon was very much to the fore as
the board achieved the dream of fin-
ally owning their uwnflﬂ:n;:tll and
without doubt, the wonds aAchiey-
ement that is the development of
Cork’s Camogie Grounds and clalb-

hiouse in Castle Road is a credit to her
amd her committee as they continue
1o work 1o bring the development to
1% frudtion.

Also honoured on the night was
anothor Cork man with the Handball
award going to Peder Dennehy of the
Lizcarroll Handball Club.

A well-known voice in Paire Ui
Chaoimh and Pdire Ul Rinn throwgh
hiz yvolunteor work as stadiom an-
novncer Peter's handball career
hegan with Cosset’s Hamdball Club in
the Sugar Factory in Mallow where
he worked for many years.

As a player and now a&s an admin-

@®@Peter leaves no
stone unturned in
his promotion of
handball and a lonc
association with
inter-firm GAA,,

istrator Peter has been and is a i
lefs worker for his belovesd sport
hig rales as treazurer and PRO
Cork GAA handball he leaves o
gtone unturned in his promotion
the game and his voice s well know
on the airwaves of 108FM as he d
livers his weekly ronnd-up, Fi
many years he akso has had a long i
soctation with the Inter-Firm G
Board where his work in promostis
pames and enguring everything ru
smoothly is greatly appreciated.
Well done to Marion and Peto
dodng Cork and thelr clubs proud,



AT this stage I'd imagine that the Ca-
mogie association will cancel the latter
stages of the Matlonal League.

Whike if that happens {1l be disap-
pointing. imagine how the athletes
that spent the lnst four years prepar-
ing for the Olympics fecl.

The Olympics will go ahead in 2021
but athletes plan the timing of their
preparation so diligently that this is
certainly a big upset for them.

I anbelitbom, ms we all know, thene ars
seasons that vou feel on top of the
world and your performances mateh
that, but there are seasons when you
might put in the same effort and it jost
dhpesn 't work for you

So, the Olympie re-fixture will bea -

huge disappointment for some, bt all
acknowledge the wider pleture of pub-
lic health. A year is a long time in

gport.
. Cork are in prime position to win the

Iﬂ_ﬁu“p.

1 v lng hehind in group games due
to the wiather causing the pos

ment of their away games to .
lnli‘mrﬂ Clare and then Covid-19 Kick-
yed in.

Tippecary are already through to

 tive final from m#ﬂ.
1f Cork beat O a]E‘l.hﬂj.r can't e
caught on scoring difference even if
they went down to Clare.
Based on history and carrent form
between Cork and Tipp. Cork are still

introduction
of o fewr new :!-!mﬁ's

I don't think Paudie Murray’s real
concern is whether the league is can-
called ernot.

I think what he would regret is not
having the remaining three games a5
run in to championship.

1t would have been an uplifting start
for the new panellists to feel success
with the lepgne and give them a tasteof
what can be gchieved, but it’s not the
gl of the world.

At this stage all counties are in the
same hoat preparation wise. It will de-
pend on the personal drive and com:
mitment of the players to trakn somme-
what while in isolation and that will
determine how much work 1s to b
done for championship as & group
whaen squads return.

With regards the championship who
knows what will happen, We expect
that order will be restored in time for
June but who knows?

The situation had me wondering if
the All-Ireland senior camogie cham-
pionship was ever cancalled.

It doesn't seem 1o have been, ey in
the war :

Cork ¢ didn't partake in the
All-Traland senjor championship frem
1944 to 1951,

A disagreement between Cork and
both the Munster and Ceniral Coun-
¢ile lod to Cork being left out in the

y cold for ¢ight years.

A il meeting was called in 144
yto reform Munster Council. With Tip-
perary; Glare and Waterford on board,

Fr O Flynn of Waterford made a su;rm'-El
for Cork to join Ue new counc
p help to make Camogie sirong in
e RCE OyCE AL,

n

i Cork’s delegate [dé Bean Ui Shdé out-
lined & number of conditions that Cork
required to be fulfilled, including an
all- female Munsier Counchl: Cork's ro-

Back: B

Humn.ummn,snum.ucmummmmmm,

Cork's Mal
puting.

st wits refused.

When the names went into the hat
jater in the meeting for the Munster
Championship draw fhere was no slip
ofﬁumnmh the pame Cork on it

id-Cork under their own West
Cork Divisional Board at the time
joined the other Munster counties in
thi hat and were drawn away to Clare.
Cork were out of the Munster cham-
pionship and therfore the All-lreland

Serhes.

Mid-Cork didn’t have any success in
wiunster. In 1945 the condlict contimied
and there was no slgn of 4 kijght amtil
1949 where a move powards unity
geemed to e in the air,

Central Council received a letter in
March 1949 stating that Cork desired
Camogle tobe run by womaen with no
man holding an official pesition.

It also requestod that [noome ha
used to cover the cxpenses of playing
games instead of being diverted nlo

ra Barrett and Kilkenny's Aobha 0'Gorman in a recent Divi

sion 1 camogie league
Picture: Dylan Vaughan

afmirisirative expenges,

The communication concluded that
ey considersd these demiarnids o b
yery reasonable and that they wers the
only things praventing unity on the
Cork side,

Shedln MeAnulty from Warrenpodnt,
in Down, set about bringing the vark
o factions and splintes groups of ca-
mogie together when she was elected
President of the association.

She reported to Central Councll on
her initial contact with Cork. She cons
sldered the position to be very delicate
and thought that the Cork people
themselves were the only ones i hidy
coulbd vight it

There was a growing feeling within
Cork that the stand taken in relation to
male officials had gone too far.

The status of Cork hail tumbled,
and scores of players hatd beon denbed
the privilege of representing their
county.

T Cork team vehich defeated Kilkenny in Allreland Senior Camege final in 1972 and 12 manths late

H Quiley, A Keana,

=

thie fourin a row
Sugrue, P Moloney, L Gaman, A Mchuliffe, M Sweeney, umn,nmnﬂmmﬁum:umn Comerford, N Guilly,

@@ When the names
went into the hat in
the draw there was
slip of paper with the
name Cork on it

An imprompiu mesting of Central
Council was held after congress in
April 1951, Il was ynderlined that
agreement with the Cork bioard st
b reached within the Constitution of
what was then called Cumanmn Camde-
gaiochia ma nGacl.

The inktial meeting was considered
eatlsfactory. Progress continued to be

On January 26, 1952 Cork's affill-
ations wers accepted and permission
to participate in the competitions anil
activitles of the association was ¢X-
tended (o Cork,

The chapter was closed on Cork's
darkest hour, & ¢lond was lifted anml
roplivcedd by a buzz around the coun
iy,

It was 1970 before Cork lifted the
(' DTy Cup again.

But they did it in style by winning
fatr in @ row, nover since achi
tho county.



Cork star Treacy primed and ready to face another battle

Eoghan Cormican Thecity centre house whereshe lives  ing than it is in the clinic. obtaining it and they
— and lives alone at nt given her “T think another renson why weare  don't even know where
For Laura Treacy, it is a waiting housemite has gome — would still open ks that the numbers pres- some people have pick-
game, become her feolation bunker for as enting for Covid-19 are =il at a od i up is very SCary.
The Cork camogie fiall-back Is & long a&s this ic perslsis, manageable level, for ithe moment.” “If o are on the
nurse it the colposeopy elinic on the “In thi wiz are dealing with B‘utlimnﬂm:rﬂdbutﬂ& surge in the  frontline and you are
grounds of 5t Finbarr's Hospital in the  women whose initial cervical check comming days and weoks, and with the working with patients
city. Bui for how much longer thi screening has shown an abnormality HSE having pansed corviceal sereening  who have it, then you ang
clinkc remains open is being reviewed  or who have concerning symptoms. We  until April 19, Treacy is prepared fora  atahigh risk of getting
an a daily do biopsies and provide treatments for working environment. it. Obwiously, the PPE
Treacy and her aretaking  people with pre-cancer cells, I is not it conrbd be called at any minute. 1f (personal prodective
il_ﬂi_'ﬂ-h-r-dﬂ]nfu.llL their ser- anyvwhere near the frontline, but we the numbers rise sharply and moro cqulpment) is there,
vices may swiftly be required else are dealing with some cases which are stuff are needed, the clinic would be bt i only takes a
where in the batile agninst Covhil-16 urgent,” the four-tme All-Ireland closed and we would be redeployed. A mistake when tak-
Noties of redeployment could arrive  medal winner explained. lot depeds on the numbers. really.” ing off a glove or for
at ANy moment. “One of the reasons the clinic B sl The 2017 All-Star comer-back lus you b forget io
The 25-vear-old was at home in apen and b proviie a ser- pothing but admiration for her col- wash your hands
Ki when Taokseach Leo vies to the wormen wio need it is be- Tesgones who are tending to those ad- at a certain point
announced the latest sulie canpse we are located off-site. mitted to hospital with Covid-19. whilst taking off
resirictive measunes on oven- “If wee were located inside Cork Uni- It is & frightening time for everyone,  your PPE for you
But even if the two-week lockdown  versity Maternity Hospital, we would  not least healthcare workers wihio to confract the
s in mid-April. Treacy knows not be remaining open because the vol: account for almost one guarter of all wirus.
she won't be going back out to East ume of women inamd out the  confirmed cases, “It ks
Cork any time soon should her work dioor would be too high, and it would be “Tt is obviously a very contigiions H‘:.l:?'l'ur
situation changye. much harder to manage social distanc-  virus, The amount of people whoare  all the

Investment and innovation required to rescue Irish spo

frue {o say that the pandemic
15 wreaking havee on e

' gector in Ireland and
Europe and the collateral

i damage wrill e T

that for many it's essential o
By VETY CXIsienice, af our
DA We want o enjoy |
b b, entertaimed by 1t educated by §t,
and simply just to of it.
Lk envery sector right now, sport
I= navigating unchartered witers.

PORT is central 1o the Irish
gtory; Wi revel in it 20 much so
ey d
wlg'ﬁ::.ﬁs volunteerism

in this country is valued
af £1.10m, spori supports

When we think of sport we stldom £2.7 bn in consumer
think about what it doos for us a1l spending and directly
Yes, it ls good for health; ls employs 39,500
inclugive, is o greal source of people. At the time
natiomal pride and identity uapwﬂtlng there
sl s goned for o tourism have béan o
Indusiry, 11 is however all gpircific sup-
oo easy o forget that peorts A
mciern sport 1% & busi: e by
rieas and o blg business government
ol that; Far many for aport
people sport remains a despite the

diversion— something
that just happens no
matker what. What

fact fhat

for every
€100 fn-

thecurrent siiaatbon vested in
hias ghown is thal we sport by
canm take aport for povern-

granted and o fact i1 i

ment there is a return of €155 in assock-
ated taxes.

Oir counterpacts in England, Scot-
Jamdl, Walps, and Northern Ireland have
all bepefited from significant govirm-
mient measines o support grasseedt
gport clubs and organisations but fleat
15 mot the case hone,

Time 15 rapidly running out for our
gports organisations, our clubs ani
thetr wolunisers.

We need definkte action now from the
Govermment.

2n why has finance for sport dried
up? Thae simple answar is that the very
aciivitios that makes sport and physical
activity happen are now on hold and
these are our members’ main sources
of income, They have lost gate receipts
from major events, spon ip rav-
erynes, memberships affillations fees,
coaching programmes, educational
workshops: camps; closure of facilities
andd on an on.

Thi 1ist is a lomg one. Without sup-
Et‘i it will e difficalt for sport to get

ck up at its corrent levels.

pierhaps more important
tsan eine — andd will e
wital piller o= we come out
of the furrent pandamic,
Cowi-Th has bromhi

It shedrg Focns the value
Wi place on =port and
phuyslenl activity ond It |5

Earlicr (his week a posithon papsron
the impact of Covid-1% crisis on e
sporl sector in Europt Wis publlshed.

Itz findings were stark.

Every 4Tth euro generated in the EU
i by the sport sector, sport hasa rakated
emplovment in the EU of 5,56m Eer-mm

sport related GDP of €270.7bn.

However, Covid-19 presents an -
procedented challenge, the very seclor
trizsted with the respansibility of
moting wellbeing, health, amd
interaction is in the real workd itsell
unshor pressure to survive.

1t goes on to #tate that European
sport largely relies ona fabric of smeall
clubs and assockations which play & hey
role In allowing so many citizens to take
part in affordable sport actvitiesand to
Enpoy sport and physical activity ona
claily bazis. These small clubs and as-
soclations are the backbone of Euro-

n sport being non-profit

v nattire and thus without any re-
serves, they work in précarious condi-
tone often, driven by the suppart of
Pus.a.'lnna!r.- yolunteers amd emp :

n spurt, espocially ab g.mﬁsm:lls evel,
this economic crisis will result in the
bankrupicy of associations and chabs
which abe 1 activity and
offor affordable sport activities to
eitkzons aeross EUrope.

Consequently, the sport sechor is als0
it 0o Ticw AN Un@MRElOYIETT eI
¢y, These smatler European grazsrools

amaEing work.™
continued: “It is the un-

“Peaphe are scared for their
fo bring this home, And I'm

frontline workers who ave doing such

known about 1t which makes it seary.

Symptoms mightn't come upon you for
dnys and days, and then vou are think-
ing abouk the people you wore in oM
tact with during the days previous,

familics becanse nobody wanis

sire they have certain profo-
cols for themselves, be that

rurning straight into the shower the
minute they get inside the front door
afer work. 1t is hard for those oncthe
fromtline — the anknown as o
whether they are bringing it home (G
their familles and kids.”
sm'l.;hg numbers have quickly put sport
mm:“l‘!-

Cork were on course to reach the

Diviston 1 Mational Leagoe camogie

final beforo the country went into lock-

down. As to when the All-Treland
Championship might throw-in, nobody
Iuas the frintest blea,

“UIp until mow, sport came first for a

B T e
[ wisw gin the

Laura Treacy: ‘It is
: seary for all the Hospital after 1 graduated. 1 was work-
Y frontline workers fng nighits, 12-hour shifis. It wasn't
: del ch working for me, T made a huge
: whoaredeing such oyt noint 10 become an agency
y amaging wark. nrse. 1 made a huge decision becanse
; of sport. ;
- “At the moment, health is coming
first and sport is coming second.”

associations are at the groatest risk of
shutting down dus to the crisis, which
could have a number of long-lasting
{mpacts on the seonony and society.

This will endanger the fufure of al
grassroats sport in Europe. This is Ire-
iand in a nutshell: 81 national govern-
ing bodies of {MGR) are members
of the Federation of Irish sport and they
aecount for ximately 13,000 clibs,

A rocent piece of work by the
atbon of lrtsh Sport with our NGH's tells
a compelling story, our sports clubs
who for the most part are ruin by volin-
pmers currently have a loss in revenie of
betwesn B and 100% but they still have
expenditure of 85% on costs such as in-
surance, rates, uiilities, maintenance
Loan/ ges, These clubs are all al-
fikiated to their MGE and if the clubs ara
at sk &0 is the NGH,

The federation hive been actively ad-
vocating on behall of o e ik
to governitent and we have had
number of productive mrestings with
Minizter of State with respomsibility for
Sport and Tourism Brepdan GrifTin
along with DTTAS officials. However,
we now need outputs it will be infinitely
harder to relool aport poest pandemic
than it will be to support it t]:{lrml:.:'h the

crishs.

Ouir key asks have been as follows:
B The establishment of a spett,
pliyabeal activity, and recreation sector
working group for an immediate and

long-term response to Covid-19.

B Provision af a government led
funding injection pack un-ouﬁ‘
Sport Ireland for NGRS to stimulne
activity post the Covid-19 ense ¥,
m Sport specific direct financial aﬂﬁ
pards for clubs similar o the ha
resiHerice furds available in the UK.

repurpasing of a proportion
!;fﬁaﬁspnm Capltal Grant 1o cur-

ri,mﬂfmiuﬂét of a plan in relation as
to haw to sport will comea back as re.
strictions are 1fed, this could be on-
dorsod Ly o e af ourse
hoaith ﬁ?ﬂm&v}m‘n&:wthu.
Protect, .
SRR

plo
mams- hiisiness remaining opoe-
ational.

Sport and physieal activity have al-
wirys added valoe o paople's ﬂ'ﬂ"E::Tl-ﬂ
rlehil now irish Sport finds iiself in a
pnigue cireumatanee,

e ekt to play n!;lr%nmm:t Tode
im the revival of normal Trish i and
disfiver health enhancing petiviiy &5
well as contribute robustly to fhe Trish

economy in & myriad of ways we
nesd innovative thinking, swift attion, ©
;I:;‘dmlnwmm at local and national
B Mary O Connor is Foderation of I
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Sandie Fitz the hill

e Today's Leeside sports legend is former
SPORT camogie and basketball star Sandie Fitzgibbon

to be Leeside legend

Talented Rebel a
star on the pitch
— and the court

CAMOGIE

w John Coughlan

THE sport of Camogie has al-
ways been a particularly suc-
cessful one for this county and
the outstanding Sandie Fitzgib-
bon made a huge contribution
to that success during her play-
ing career.

Sandie yed a wery successiul
career which ineluded winning
seven consecutive Senlor county
medals with her beloved Glen
Riowvars

She began playing with the Glenas
a rdne-:.'ea.r-nlai and won hore first All-
Ireland Miner medal fr 1978, at the
ape of 14

Sﬂdhﬁmm;:m mqﬂm wWas
oneof a B y of six sisters
and one brother.

Her achievemenis in camogie are
nothing short of amazing and her
most notable achievement was play-
ing in 13 Senfor All Ireland camogio
finals with Cork.

At club level she won 10 senfor
county medals that included seven
on the trof between 1990 and 1996,

Sandie also has eight Munster
championship medals and just te
round off her club career she wan
four Senior All Ireland medals in
19685, 15960, 1992 and 1993,

There is no doubting that Sandie
played with and against the best dor-
ing her illasirions career and she
looks back on it with mixed emo-
tions.

*T wonld say losing six All-Ireland
tifles in a row up to 1961 was the most
disappointing for me but in a nut-
ghell [t was the same for all my team-
mites,” she sabd,

At no stage didd Sandie ever feel
that she wouldn't reach the Hely
Grail with the Ribels

“Thank God varr luck changed, and
it was adream come true for me
when | captained Cork to tho 1992
All-Ireland tithe,™ she adcded..

Affter playing at the top level for 17
years, Sandie decided to call it a day

Fin 15517 axt the age of 33,

“When vau ;ﬂr at thae b level for
ba long thie 1 really does fnke a great

deal of commitment and I felt at that
timae thind [ oould no longer give it the

thit mreqhu.'lri-d i play
bt fmter-conmty Jevel,” sho said.

Two years bter, alter giving Ghen
Rowers 26 venrs of incredible service,

ghe declded 1t was time to bow out.

‘Thane were many great opsoments

L "

Sandie Fitzgibbon had the ability to wreak havec on a basketball court.

that Sandie faced both atclub and
inter-county level.

“ reslfettnd all my apponenis, bt
I would say the Downey sisiers,
Angels and Ann, were the most com-
peakitive I had o foce,

“I could ot pick a favourite team-
maie becaisd: | was vory lucky to be
surronndsd by falonted playvers
throwghout my career."

Sandie was also a top-class hasket-
ball player. Playing with the Morth
Presentation School. in 1978 she bed
them to the All-Treland Codet title.

At Sentor lovel she helped Dlirney
win four National League tiiles,
three Mational Cups, six k Sendor
leagnes and five Cork senjor cham-
pionships.

Hir basketball skills were dazeling

Facts and figures

B Woa [irst All-Ireland Minor ca-
h;ﬁil: miskal with Cork at the age

B Was on six conseoutive losing
Cork teams= in the All Ireland Sen-
tor Camogrie finals up (o 19491 bl
her dream was reallsed jn 19492
when she capiained the Eebols to
win the title.

B Retived from [Infer-county camo-

& kn 1997 and twio years later did
Eewrdse at club level,

B Playel & tofal of 26 years at club
leviel for Glen Rovers.

B Won a fotal of 64 caps for Ireland
at Senlor Infernational level,

anil ﬂE:tFltl.: belng only 5'-6" glie had
the ability to wroak havoc on the
colirt.

Indesd, Sandie's talent is stiil
spoken about in bisketball clreles
and fo represent Your counicy at tho
highest lovel of the sport speaks vwol-
mes of Teer skllls,

Amazingly, throughout her pliy.
ing carcer Sandie mixed chmogic

and basketball and was never fazed
by the demands.

The busiest woek of her life came
in Crctober 15590,

On Sunday she played an All-Ire-
land elub eamogie temi-linal with
Glen Rovers in Derry and immedi-
ately after the pame iravelled to Bos-
ton to play three Internationals with
Irelandd.

Having returned to Ireland on Fri-
day, she hd only bwo days 10 Pecover
before lining out with Glen Rovers in
the ALl Imtland camogrie final

sandic once again showed ber in-
credible commitment and skills as
she helped the Blackpool side defead
St Paul’s in the decider,

To round off her silvervare collee.
thom, Sndie won the Munster Youth
Sports Star in 1983, Jury Sports Star
I 1990 and 1992, Camogie Playver of
the Year in 1992 and 1905 and the
Delta Alrlines Olympic Basketball
award In 1552,

In 2000 Sandie vas presented with
the Millenniom award for her
achigvements in Sport In Cork, an
awiard sha so richly deserved.

There are many logonds in the
sporiing world on' Leaside but the
name of Sandie Fitzgibbon will al-
ways he remombered a3 one of
Cork's finest.



St Catherine’s
finest isadjusting
to New York life
| CAMOGIE |

» Mary Newman

WHEN the final whistle went in
The Gaelic Grounds last August
a5 Cork's dream of three in row
senior titles was ended
by Galway, it signalled a signifi-
cant moment for five times All-
Star and six times All-lreland
senior medallist, 5t Catherina’s
finest, Orla Cotter.

Fow knew that six weeks later she
was about to ermbark on a life chang-
ing move to the Big 1o s huishand
Mark took upa new role with his em-
ployer and Orla took a carecr break
from teaching Irish and PE at Midle-
tom College,

Mow six months into thelr new 1ife
I linked up with Orla on Wednesday
last fora chat about 1fe in the USA.

“We've really enjoyed the last few
months, we've been 1o & few Broad-
wav shows and Basketball games in
Il'-ia dison Square Garden,” Orla
Cotter sabd.

“Tt"s mbee to be able io take advan.
tage of Hving so cloge to all these
Gvets.

“Wha're living just across the waler
from Manhattan in Jersey City and
len it°s @ bittle quister than the mad-
ness of NYLC.™

For Orla and Waterford native
Mark it was a huge move and one
that made for a big upheavals and
lots of change:

“The first few weeks were a blg
change alright, getting used 1o our
new surroundings and the PATH and
metio syatems beeame our nevw mode
of transport. I'm still figuring out the
melro svstem but thank god for
Google maps,”

Orla doez miss some things
though: *Obwlously we missed, and
still miss, our friends and family at
home as well. We don't have any
pelitives in Mow York and on coming
over we really only knew Mark's
boss and his wife whom 1'm very
good friends with now "

“Tt weas 2 very Mg change alright (o
go from a life of routine and strue-
fure to, all of sudden, having a Wank
schedule. | suppose coming out here |
kmvow that was (o be the case and so 1
had toiry io look ot it as an opporiun-
ity to try some new things and re-
sparch what | might potentially work
nt ot here, 1 still haven't figured that
o il yet.

“It has iis plusses though — living
here has also given us an opportun-
ity 1o travel within the US which is
something we obviously didn’t do too
puch of hefore”™

Camogie has played o huge part of
her 1ife and 1 asked her how she s
coping without club or county in-
mfumam at such a high level;

“1 wasnt kere long when | made
,contact with the local camogie club
Liberty Gaels, but their season hauid
obwiousty finished and wouldn't be
Istarting up untll March.

=Jane Me Codey, the chairperson
af thee club wins vory good in helping
me ont and ve met 1-\[-{1'«\'11 h her a few
Wimes. I've ales touched base with
some underage teams 8o 1 might
Msopefully do some fraining sessions
with thom at somestage. 1 was book-
ing forward to starting training with

Cotter

Cork’s All Stars Aoife Murray, Amy
O'Connor, Katrina Mackey, Gemma
0'Connor, Pamela Mackey, Hannah
Loomey, Laura Treacy, Chloe Sigerson
and Orla Cotter at the Statue of Liberty
during the trip to New York last Ne-
vember. Cotter has since taken up resi-
dencein the Big Apple

FYE OM THE BALL: DirfaCo
takes a inge Quning
All=kreland fin
Kilkenny

Liberty Gaels this month, but ob-
viously in light of the current silu-
ation we are yet to start.”

Given the current climate life has
again changed and it is something
wimilar to here af home there are also
huge restrictions,

=pMark’s office over in Brookfield
Plarco choged amal 50 he's now working
{rom home for the foreseeable fulire.
My work visa came through last
week and so [ can now work over
Heope, bt 110 have 1o waakt for another
fow woeks before schools and busi-
nesses et back up and funning. P've
done a coursé tn Spanish and also
liave done a few online courses 50 1'm

keeping myself somowhat basy.”

IV's & big change for Mark as well
and not just in & work envirenment
as Orla 15 mow arownd a 1ot more and
she lnuphed as T put this to her,

“ipg | suppoee we've IIEVeT SHen S0
much of cach other these last few

ronths and lally in Hght of his
working fram o at present.

“It has been nice to be able to plan
weekend trips without worrylng
aboart upcoming training or games or
pven heading toa conocert on a Thigrs-
day night which would hove been a
typical train ng night at home.”

e mention of home brought us (o
the All Star camogle trip for the 2018

1% toarms in November when Orla was
§ust settling into her new surround-

ingEs.

ﬁa\rjnx bd}&n'gil:ted on the All-Star
team of 2008 Orla did not have to
make as long a journey as her col-
leagues,

=] was only here maybe six weeks
when the All-51ar group came out, 50
that wang 5o nice having a good few
Cork girls to show around my new
chty, Two vears ago we wers in Mad-
eid on the inaugneal All-Star tour
amnd had a poed old laugh,

Az for the game kself in New York:
“The game was good and competitive
it"s alwiyvs a Httle hit more reliced

oing in to play an exhibition game
ke thit, It doesn't matter who wins
or loses, I8 fun.”

Finally b we wrapped up [ en-
quired what the future holds for a
player who is without doubl one of
the games [inest.

W'l stay here for another bit
anyway, play it by car and ses what
happens, we will definitely try and
ﬁ:-{ ame during the summer far a

1, and who knows if there’s & match
or twoon, ['d only be teo happy to fog
mek.”

Maybe, hmmi;mm will s her
i e redd sl A, sowe will
say for novw: Never say. ever,
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Lockdown ‘is really, really tough'’

T ATERFORD camo-
captaln MNinmh
ekt wis born

to play sporis. Her father
Eddie pkayed hurling for the
county and from a young age
shi had & hurl in her hand.

The ﬁﬁﬂ%&'ﬂ dlbdn't
stop there. i 5till in pri-
miry school, sha also played
hockey, soccer, and foeothall,
Bait an enpoing problem with
her knees forced haer (0 con-
centrate on ang spor,

She was dingnosed with ar-
thritis in het left knee aped
186, Bart instead of easing up,
she continues to undergo in-
tensive physiotherapy and
trains relentlessby,

1t copies Ad no sUrprise to
hear she's finding the lock-
dowen “very, very tough™,

A defermined oplimist, the
PE teacher is making the
most of the situation. “I'm
coping with training and
peaching remofely at the mao-
prent,” ahesoys. "I live on the
farm at home, 50 there are al-
ways jobs to be done.™

O of five children, sho
ghares a ool with hér mum
and two sisters. Her brother,
who runs the (amlly dalry
farm, lives close by with his
wife and three children aged

ElL
2l

— ol ad

ok ot

i

Ausraiony aflenng ol
L10Z L
ash

uoASE "L
ATTHONE YHIY

apouiy Brouog

five, three, and one,
When har sister-in-law,. a
and language thera-
st, is at work, she steps In to
elp with the childminding.
“We are a].;J in this fo-
gether,"she says.

W Niamh has partnered
with Littlewoods Ireland for
the Style Meets Substance
campalgn. dStybeOFlay.

What shape are youin?

1 teach from about nine to
four and take o break at
Innchtime when 1 do a bitof
camogle, 4 bit ol skills. In the
eviening I go for a run with
my aister, she's working
from home as well. We can
ampess the greenway from
two figlds behind our house.
_[é;:i:le—al. W run for muyhse 5

What are your heal-
thiest eating habits?

| do a ot of cooking for my-

solf. When [ was in mﬂrip&.
living sy from home, T got
e ta it Most mornings, Id
hinwe porridge with frukt,
{laxseeds, chia seeds, and
some honey. [ nse o lot of
Dainiel Davey's recipes, and [
foliow o lot of food pages, My
mivm §5 delighted with all the
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and baking and cosking,

What are your gulltiest
pleasures? ]

I'm a big baker, so *ve a
very, very big sweet tooth. |
hake cheespcakes or choc-
olate or bisculi'eakes at least
maybe once a weel. What I'm
into mow is Kinder Maxi
cookie bars.

What would keep you
awake at night?

Bometimes if you are after
having a bad gaee or if the
mn-n:ﬁm‘l Hgﬁnl in the camp
oF if you're coming up to o
game, that'll keep me awake,
In a different senso, having
arthritis, after a gume my
knes would be abzolutely in
Bits —really, really sone, MNod
only would I be thinking of
the game, I wouldn's be able
to slpep because of my knee. [
would have to fake painkill.
org, anti-inflammeatories and
sinfT lke thai.

How do you relax?

A bit of baking and read-
ing. Thike to go wallkdng, [likoe
to explore places, different
mountain walks, and chill
o, We're lucky it home the
Comeragh mountains ane af
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our deorstep, I'm a sporis an-

thu=iasi, so waichi
or p]g;'ini sporis, I!?p!:;
anything. I'm always on the

El:l[ilmgq'.h!-:l massively at
the start of leckdown to un-
wind. [ was getting up at
quarier to $£ven ey morm-
ing and my commute (o
school was an hour, Betwsin
that and grinds and iraining
amd trying o gee frlends, I'm
always on the go. It's really,
really tough. I think a lot of
people are in the same boat,

Who would you invite to
your dream dinner ra.rrr?

I renlly, really admire
Katie Tayior for everything
ghe has done. I'm & bit fascl-
pated by Joe Schmdalt be-
canse | want to know wht
mithes him such & good
leaderscoach. And for a hit of
fuum, 1'd love Dofreann Gar-
ety I ihink ["ve the exwct
same sense of humouras her,
I"d be o bit of n messer as
well.

I"'m big inte music — I'm
learning the gultar at the mo-
ment. Chris Martin is somee-
ane I'd love to have over, e
been tosee Coblplay conceris
anil they are nnbelicvable,

What's yvour favourite
smell?

I love Laura Morcler's
Créme Briilée Body Crome.
'!'-:I]|I+'d nearly eat it off your-
solf.

What would vou like to
change about vour appear-
l:nlw'."l :

‘m [fflo My appearance.
wesr a bit of fake tan so the
gedrd on my kned from the
thres operations ' hasl
don't really go well with the
fake tan — I'd like to pet rld
of thosn scard. A new
knee would be ldeal. to be
honest with you.

When is the lnst time
you eried?

The last time was at a
friend s funaeral o fow
manths age. That was really
upsetting, Otherthanthat!'d
e very & after los-
irz a1 bl mateh, ke a
quarier-final — all the photo-
graphers soam (o pap me
when I"m crying and it's not
a pretty sight.

Wht traits do yoo least
libe in others?

Someone who is not hon-
est or straight up, that would

spods oyd3

-

ZInb

really, peally frustrate me.

What traits do yvou least
like in yourself?
2 say thatI'm
stubborn. I'wowld hove o go
with that:

My grandmother passed
away kst year bt we
coubdn’t have the anniver-
sary dube to Covid-19. We won
the All-Ireland junfor and in-
termiediate thtkes in 2011 and
215, and she was at hoth.
grhslrﬂm A massive fﬂlm

terford camoghe. | m
ringing her up after matches
and calting into her. [ would
pray to her, especially
Coming up o games,

What would cheer up
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OH THE GO: Waterford camogie captain Niamh Rockett partners
with Littlewsods Ireland for the Style Meets Substance campaign.
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CAMOGIE

Linda
!ujetlerick

WITH so many clubs aml intercounty
teams o recelving training instroc-
tlons wia varlous apps ffom their
poaches, one of the country’s leading
fiiness experts recently warned GAA
players of the dangers of over-training
on thelr own diring the shuidown
cansed by the Covid-19 pandemic,

A lot of players will almost certainly
overde things and, if they approach a
particular sirength and conditioning
drill wrong, they could find them-
selved dolng o 1ot of damage and e ot
injured for a périod of twe,

Limerick strength and comditioning
eoach Joo O'Connar says that, despite
what & lot of clubs will iell you, yau
don’t need a lat of equipment. He hasg
switched his gym elients to onling and
piit up i video of bodyweight eoercises
whicty they can follow

*0F coverse, [T vou want to be bigger,
faster, and stronger you need to be
dalng vour strength and conditioning
properly buf, at times like this, body-
weight exercises will do,” he advised.

There are upshites to the ban on col-
lective training, according to O'Con-
T,

“Players wil have more time (o re-
cover, while those carrying nigagling
injurles will get an opporinnity to
allow it to recover properiy,”

The valwe of st cannol b ovepem-
phasised he strosses,

“1 have always sabd that the differ-
ence beiween professional and ama-
teur athletes is time management and
NGO,

“Mow, all GAA pavers, irrespectivo
of whether they play for their county,
their club, or play camogie, aoe geiting
what they always wanted, that is thine
fo rest and recover.

“The one warning 1 would give is
that just because you have an oppor-
tunity to train by yourself, make sure
not o burn yourself into the grownd.”

The Comogie Association issued
puidelines during the week relating to
the safe and secuire staging of online
training sessions for their plaers and
feams.

Included were protocols arosund or-
ganising these sessions, outlining the
snfeguards that must be adhered to
whon steging this type of activity, and
a guide to wsing Microsoft Teams, an
enline ceallaboration tool which is
aviillable to holdors of official Camogic
g-mall addresses, and can be nsed o
orpanise unit activities with members,

The communication was made with
the intentbon of providing best practics
o thelr members and the information
igsued ean beo found and downloaded
on their websibe, They say b L& gratily-
ing to hear of coaches and clubs who
have recently confacted them scoking

nission in those restricted tinaes, (o
cliver e online exercide and coach-
ing sesslons for thelr underage toams,
ith the correct snfety guikamce and
good proctices in place, the asseciation
wints 0 support such injtkoives.
hey say this will asslst coaches in
delivering lve online exercise and
ﬁmr&-r:hing sosslans for young peaple
1

After Galway's Sarsfields were crowned dub camegie champlons

Don't overtrain
during lockdown

—

Last month, Niamh McGrath — pictured in the 2012 Allreland semi-

final being tackled by Cark’s Joanne 0'Callaghan in Nowlan Park— has been named en the All-Ireland Senior (ub Championship Team

of the Year.

Limerick S&C coach Joe 0'Connor, pictured with coach Pas Kinnerk
MacCarthy Cup, has advice about training during the lodedown.  Picture: Seb

“It will assist our coaches and young
peapbe to work in a safer environment
tsing secare online comminications
and the ability for coaches to access
mifditional online coaching resounrces.

“It-ig important that all zafeguard-
ing measures are maintained to pro-
fect GUr Young peoplhe,”

AIB and the Camogle Association re-
cently announced the 201972020 AIB
All-Ireland Senlor Club Championship
Tearn of the Year.

With Cork champlons Sarsficlds los-
ing out narrowly to Drom & Inch of
Tipperary in the Monster seml-final
Cork, unfortunately, didn't get far
cnotgh in the compatitlon to get a

meamisd

Thirty vears on from Clare’s soli-
tary Munster senior club champion-
ship title, noweomaers Scarilf-Ogonmel-
boir canesed a shock when they defeated
Drroan i e Binnster finad by 1-7 (o 04,

Deaplte losing the All-Ire sami-

e

final to Derry’s Slanghtneil, Scariff
have two players named on the team;
Susan Vaughan ai left cornoer-back,
and midfelder Malréad Scanlan.

That's where Munster’s inferest in
the team ends, as the remaining 15 ars
dominated by champlons Sarsfields of
Galway and Staughtnedl, with Niamh
Hetherton of St Vincent's in Dublin,
the-only player outside of the other
thres mentioned teams to got o Spal.

The team features six players from
champions Sarsfickis, and six from the
Ulster Champions and All-Ireland
runmers-up, Slaughtnedl

Faur players — one from each prov-
inee — were named as Provincial

rs of the Year, Aolfe Ni Chaiside

of Slaughtnell; Miamh Hetherton of
Leinster and St Vineents: Maicdad
Seanlan from Scarlff-Oeonnellos, ard
Slobhin MeGrath of Connaught and
Garsfields. The four players were in
the running for the prestigious AIB

o B
=8

fifting the 2018 Liam

Picture: David Fitzgerabd/Sportsfile

@@ Now, all GAA
players are getting
what they always
wanted — that s,
time to rest and
recovera e

Camogie Club Player of the Year
Awrard, and the winnoer was announced
last woek.

Sarsfields" Siobhin MoGrath was
nared the Player of the Year,

it awonderfal vear to add fo
her All-Ireland glory, as the Galway
side defeatod Slaughtnell who were
chasing foor in a row in Groke Park.

Siobhin played a siarring role in the
final and ber late goal was crwcial in
seouring victory.

Whili the tuw.rrent Covid-19 emarg-
ency préevents the holding of a cer-

o celebrate the Aannouncement,
AlB, topether with the Carmogis As-
goctation, sHll wanted to scknowledge
the selected plavers for thedr parform-
Eﬂﬁ }m-nughnm e seas0m.

5 players whose porformances,
skills, and talent lit up the champlon:
ATl
Jariath Daly.



Z.'E Staying sharp for
~a return to play

THESE are unusual times for, athlet-
o5 and ma avross Leeaide,
With sport locked down :lu.g o
cc. g, e is
tmtu!rﬁu: and ntm.-in;
We caught up with the camogie
ﬁmmmm"rumhaw iy gre cop.

B-
KEVIN HANNON

; Rovers)
How are you your team pre-
paring and | now?
Asa mﬂnf we have mc]m-
ouT text E;p really
Wﬁmﬂf’ﬂﬂ s
What type of programmes are
they follo e
“We hirve Sh Molomey who has

Joined the mamument‘igruup this
year posting her daily vided work-
:ljlls d-nmgnmﬂn; the m:mh*

gue and setting a goal for ikiy
We also have Joey Gallagher who
pests hiks suggestions.

“Joay has a more hollatic approach
as he's a big fan of Zen, He works on
the menial side of things, Mike B
land who has been housebound in
Carrigtwohill is alsoon, larly
Yeeping in touch with the glrls.
are ficing turd- o Moo IS Bt
are now to
e o et beth plisnioet

“It's important cally
and mentally that the E‘E'I_!r:tn}l ,u:-'.
contact with each other. We're no dif-
ferent to any other team. The glrls
ihemaslves are posting what exercise
they have done and also posting

q ete.
“It's definitely o tough time as 115
mowe we aleniald b all out on the fle
i ames. However,
we all realize the seriousness of the
sttuation and doing our bit by
ken ing the government puidelines.
m:uu!d like to thank and compli-
myent o girls in the essen-
thal services, those In the
healtheare sector. As for the season

ahead, oo knows when It will
get going what format [t may
tak. fully, we will all be in rea-

mnahhshnpemdtmﬁng Eurwnrﬂln
our Bam
KEVIN HI.TEH"I' {Innl::u'rl]

How are you and your team pre-

paring and training now?
“0ur elub kind of called it early
enotigh in cancelling things before it
wits called nathenally. 5o, we are at jit
o Few weeks,

“We've given the girls schedules to
do thres times and week and when
they're done either take-a photo-

of recond in,
Iﬂ mmgh;umm m
ayers ] s that
Immmu tuhaw:-dmwit =0 it's o col-
ective

*in fairness, !hw'mbnm brilliant,
very committed and adapting to
whatever they can do,

“Wetre working off Viber. T Know
ihe GDPR people were saying you're
to get off t%mw WhatsApp aned
go anto Clubforce and things like
that bul actually :.ruumuut ot COf-

nect the way we'ne con nﬁt
':;Ih thoge : types nl‘appa YViber s
(L
%lirhu H'pe of programmes apre

thnr for
gw_ iy i "“.m’“’““""
ph cofl-
ditioning =ide hut it‘: not about ca-
mogie, It°s about mental health:
That's the kev to it, The last two
years we did a lot of work on mental
wellness. Last year we did work on
resilicrce and that's the Kind of sl
you're drawing on now becanse get-
ting through this [& different, it's ex-

Thard,

"Bt i's trying to some hit of
fisrns on doing something like hall
work of &kills off the wall in your
howse and ghve them that esca
the 20 or 40 minwtes they Te it,
avway from all the social media bad

Courcey Rovers' Ashling mmmumnmmﬂm

Finbarr's tries to block dewn the shet,

news that's ot lﬁamatt‘nu minte.”

What are the i issues fl:lu
are facing now 1o players fit
and In co

'lmh!l"smﬂ'hardhutits all bt
positive connectivity. That's what
W' hugﬂl fm:u ﬂ-u Thise
coirple of o1 Mo mwhnlwm*
if turns ouk to be, it's all about stay-

ing connected.

*“The girls are connecting them-
silvis; we're connecting g a ?I‘ME:
and we're going o iry a virtia

-mnanﬂ sed hiow we get on Ih
]:nmiam

ang overvone unJlm! We'll

E—inwl?rlﬂafl.t sil mtallwhduwn.
wmmmmmm:mnm
Inen.mrg wir're connecting.

1= secondary to this. The

!ru:hﬂ what will gat to peopbs 50

i‘;: about kecping a smile on their
(o A

Picture: Denis Minihane

TARA CUNHINGHAM (Glen Rovers)
How aine ¥ou and ra:ur tfeam pro-
g and training now?
“Our coach Br-e-mlm [0} l‘.':a‘ll han
wml-clrmu.lunuln‘m our
and the girls are throwing
evve iheir sesslon done,
Ewn warly Ihiu morning two giris
threw up “session done” on the app
-‘Indll !hrlﬂ:l the athors moving.
"Also, {Patrick Horgan) is
Imltlng up deos of various chal-
enipes every day and we're cliallen-
ging the girls 10 2ee how many they
can gt 50 that'sa bl of fumn.

"You'd have 30 girls and it's petting
o] intermetion going. If players are
guiet In general, it gots thom in:

vl Imlnl] I!Im Imfllt it's nu;hgnl LM
pared to the intens tyynu' AVE Az R
Wh uij;: o ﬁﬁ'm

al type of programmaes aro
thiry i'ui.f:nrlng'?

i H.'Il "'ll‘-i-i I ETERE
1 -‘"i_-.l-l_ i

o o it |

B —

¥ b En e TRRLE T s T ET R
-'ll—':l'_E-::-:

[ TET O Y

Ficture: Eddie OHan

unlhlnm Inndscarra, utaﬁiulhr Ihm]n Twmq-. ﬂfﬂﬁhﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁﬂhﬂpﬂ.
Pictsee: fim Counghlan

“They're dolng sprints, shuitle
runs, things like that this week
rather than just doing 5% runs so it
varies weeklv. 11 is as the vidoos
are coming inand thera's a bit of
banter going.

W' o pddicted now as we're look-
kng at the app constantly to see the vi-
dens coming in. And it"s good to
check in that the girls are doing ok.

"We were jnsf getting into onr
stride whan happened, The big-
gesl challenge 15 Kedping n!r.j'urs
maotivited and connected but so far

&0 gl

‘-'i'h;: l'-lil"lll' the bipgest Et‘uﬁ Yo
are facing now (o keop ern it
O U

"We're so dependant on WhatsApp
now. | remember Colm Cooper say-
g one day In work a few years ago
that he'd bove togat into the psyehol-
ogy of things like WhatsApp EI!'h;;tr::a

it ceasy what's going on in thens,

It became standard for him in the
vear he was reliring to get a video of
the player he was going to be mark-
ing the following day indicating “this
is the way he turns; this ks the foot he
maostly kicks from, eic’,

“He sald he never grew up with
that and that he loved golng oul o
the unknown marking a plaver he
didnt know much abasut, Bew mare
than ever with what's golng on today
e el WhintsApp 1o ensure peaple
are ok, i

“It"s polng io bi vory hared bo know
how good things have worked oull
until we go back, 1CH also depend on
wWhat equipment players have at
hiome,

“Thi o igan the playors to do i,
Bt everyone 1s on the same bant, It
might benofit a lot of them. Thay
might actually dean extea WL



The day Seandun put

it up to the Glen

WITH the nostalgic clips and plcs
circulating on twitter and a loak
back at =omo great gnmes of the past
on TG4's All-Ireland Gold, T was
1h!||'|l[i|:|:|,' of some of the greal mem-
ories | have of past games where
everyihing was left on the field by
boih teams.

(zlen Rovers wan seven county
titles in a row from 1990 (o 1996 and
during that time we had some ire-
mendons kattles with some great
club sites. One in particular stands
ot and that was the 196 county final
victory over Scandiin.

At the tlme we In Glen Rovers falt
the county was agalnst us. 'We had
won four titles and b wasn®t going
down well at all. Mary Moran's book
‘Cork's Conmoegie Story” recalls:

“It was folt that the gap In stan-
dards between the Glen as All-Ire-
land champions ol the time and the
remEining senjor club sides hard be-
come o wide thal convention voled
in a new senibor B championship.”

So, EVETY club side bar the Glen
were graded senlor B leaving the
Glon to play for the senlor A title
agiainst divisional sides only. I still
fingl that strange. :

Look at the teams at county and
national level that kave won fourina
row and more since. But that's whait
happened, and we felt that we were
being hard done by, Of course, that
mmde 15 want o win the couniy even
FIaaln

Seandin, Imokilly, Muskersy aned
Carbery joined us in the sentor A
chivmpionzship. Taking extracts from
Mary’'s book brings back a lot of
memories. She scribes how "Carbery
trained hard (o their opening round
with the Glen. :

Thaw played s number of challange
matches o sharpen their side ancd
generate good teamwork. The Glen's
winning margin of 23 poinis brought
home the reality of the disparity of
standards’,

Spandin kowever were a different
gtory, In my view they wers o star-
gtudded side and we knew it wasz
golng fo be a real challenge to retain
ciar kb,

Svandiin had the pick of Blshop-
stown who were very strong ab the
time (and won four in a row from
1957 to 20000, 5t Finbarr's. Brinn Dil-
lon™s and Na Piarsaigh and they
foced Imokilly in their frsi-roand
tie with playvers [rom Sarsfioelds,
Killeagh, Fr O'Meill's, S5t Catherine's
and Cobh. 5 ;

Mary's record states, “The aceu-
ravbe froe taking of Cobette O MMnhonyv,
an excelient goal from Vivienme Har-
ris and some gosd points by Irene
O'Leary gave Seandan the edge. Imo-
killy were over rellant on Fiona
Mhriscoll for scores and the tight
MArKIng Pauln Gopging kept a righd
il n hier,

1 were never in danger of

j IEH_H Esimp-
sdcha, LAz O MNejll,
-alette O'Mahony. Niamh ¢ Regan.
Vivienna Hurris, Sheenagh Morley

Eye on the ball! Linda Melleridk (Glen Rovers) prepares a shot at the Toomevara goalin

the Munster (ub semd-final,

and Karen Mellerick eombined 1o
score 6-16,"

Wi knew in the Glen we were up
against it in the final, What 1 vividiy
remember about the game was that 1
wis plaved on a lovely aunnw'&n-
ing amd Ballinkeugh was pac for
the game, 1 wits certainly one of the
blggest crowedls ever at a county ci-
nogle Mnal.

Andl vwod were under pressure,

[ found mysell on the opposlie shie

Plcbare: Kleran Clancy

to my slater Karen who was aEmer-
ing In her first senler final. The
exiract from Mary's book reads as
folhows:

“Seandan pald little heed (o the
standing or records of Glen BKovers
and put it up to the champlions.
Twiee, In a pulsating match, the
champlons banled themselves back
from & five-point deflcit,

“The divisional side made the
carly running. Tremendous play by

The Rovers All-lreland Chub Camogie champions of 1986, Back: Dina Deane, Ges

McCarthy, Marsie Ryan, Val

Fiana Mclarthy, June Hamill. Front: Ann O'Do-

nevan, Mary Ring, Sandy Fitogibbon, Mary Carrid, Therese 0'Callaghan, Ann Connolly.

%t Finbarr's Colette O'Mahony going for a paint in 2006, She was one of the star per

formers for Seandiin 10-years previsus.

Colette O°Mahony, Paula Goggins,
Karen Meflerick and Sheenagh hMor-
ley saw Seandin race into a 06 10 01
lead: Glen were reeling for a while
bt the unerring accuracy of Lynn
Dunlea from frees brought thoem
back into the game.

*A goal from Eithne Duggan and
points from Jill Hannon had the
holders in trouble. The champlons
swilched Lann Dunlea from the wing
forward position, where Paula Gog-
gins hacd her wnder lock and Ky, to
fitll forward. Lymn reseued the Glen
from the juows of defit with 1-3 inthe
Mnal moments.

“Therese O"'Callaghan was pres.
ented with the Player of the Match
award following a marvellous mid-
fiebd display. The game, when ended
Glen Rovers 1-14, Seanddn 1-9 was
unsoubiedly the best county final in

@® Seandun paid little heed to the standing or records of Glen Rovers
and put it up to the champions. Twice, in a pulsating match, the
champions hauled themselves back from a five-point deﬂcit,g

Picture: Kieran Tabis

vears and it aronsed great interes
pmong camogle followers.™

I remember the final whistle blow
ing and the aban:-lule{%y. We truly ool
ebrated that win. We felt we hae
beaten the best of Cork in an i
credible game and it stands ot a:
one of my nicest memories.

GLEM: Mairoad O'Loary. Mary Ring. Dedtdn
MoCarty, Sansss Fi Duniea
Deiiiia Cronkn. Thensss OF'Callaghan. bary Cus
rid, Limcia Mellerich Lyrn Dunios. Gae McCarthy,
Claire McCartiny:

SEAMOUN: Boso Conmand (Bahecsietl, B
] i Paarsigh], Comfie Cronin (5 Fin
Earrs], [Ma Plarsaigh), Liz Tl
(Hishopsiowm), nagh Moy (0o), Kangs
MoBanck (Brinn Delon's), Jil Haresan (do). v
wierre Hirris {Bishopstownd, Liz O8esS (0o, Co-
lele D'Mahony (5 Febasr's), Maemih O'Regar
Beiars Dilor's)

We truly were a thght Enit and ver,
close team during that ¢ra
member of that great Glen famils
was Helena Mullins who lost hea
husband Tommy last week.

Tommy was a great characher anc
we have tremendous memorias o
him. During Covid-18 it i=s heari-
breaking fhat we can®t b thoere for
Helena and her family at this time,
bart we will be onoe'this is all over,

Ardhets Dé oo rathl & ansm,



runfers-ap in the 2019 League.

Golden celebratio

The 2013 Blamey Camogie Club U16 squad wearing the dub’s new kit. The team were

Blamney Camogie (lub’s UT8 team.

for Blarney camogie

__CAMOGIE |

m Diarmuld Sheehan

SPORTIMG citbs tp and down the
county have treasurdd moments
from their past that bring the rnl{:uég
el the mot so young together to =
chrate their collective and some.
times h SUDCERREE,

In GAA cirefes, those achiev-
ements from the past tend to
part of the folklore of an area with
obfer members often holding & near
mﬂh!cﬁl status ume;umﬂezhﬁgﬂum

t achisvements Erow as
ﬂal:a bends the reality of what was
achieved in tmes gone by,

Just over 3 agn, Blamey Ca-
mogle Club celebrated one of its most
farmons days and while half a century
hugﬂ&&d since that glorious day,
the detall of wihat was achieved has
remalned as clear in the heads of
thoge thu;rgrﬂdpmed as if it were
only yvest ¥.

Recently, Blarney Camogie Club's
most stccessiul ever panel camo to-
gether o celobrate the anniversary
of the club’s greatest period and all
involved wers proad fo be associnted
with what the clib achieved.

Blarney Camogie Club was
founded by Fr Tom Browne back in
1964 and soon joined the ranks of the
Cork County Junior grade.

Asg was the way at the time, getting
young girls involved in sport proved
a challenge to the club, However,
r]ghl! from the off Blarney were in a
position to field a team and the story
of one of Cork"s oldest carogie clubs
begin.

One year after the chub’s first game
a hugely talented set of players made
it all the way to the runners-up spot
in the junior county leagie,

Progression continued as the club
went a stop further the following
year, taking the top prize in the coun-
iy League with plavers of the quality
of Pauline and Mary Humphreys,

"Marie Mackey, Mary Doherty and
Mary Heelan all dolng their best to
'hﬂni: haners to the young elub.
Twelve months later Blarney
misdbe & slymiifeant leap forward with
thelr {irst County ampionship
Vawin; they also retiined their lea
il — first sigmificant double.
I 1968 saw the elub secure their first
pver promotion, o intermiediate, and
right from the ofl success came their

= —‘;-._-.f' _a.:_——‘-r:':m ¥

o

Pictured at a reunion of the famous 1969 Blamey Intermediate Camogie Champlons were Marie Crowley Mubcahy, Kathleen Doherty Conway, Kathieen Hurley Ward, Mary Cro-
nin O'Leary, Mary Humphrys 0'Connell, Cora Humphrys, Celeste Mulcahy Foley, Betty Burke White, Anna Gaffey Lane, Nuala Kiely 0'Brien, Angela Gaffey Dooling, Pauline
Humphrys Hegarty, Mary Heelan Casey, and Eileen Spillane IrSullivan.

way with the county league title
heading back to Blamey,

19649 was another hupe year for the
club as they collected thelr second
league title on the bounce {thelr
fourth league in a row) before claim-
ing the Intermediate County Cham-
pionship crown later in the year,
elevating the club to that of two grads
champlons.

Far from being one hit wonders,
Blarney was enjoying their golden
generation and made the most of all
the talent they had at their disposal
with four aof the next four intermedi-
ate leagpue titles (1870, T2, 73 and 74),

Tithes dried up for a period before
the eliuh eveniually had to close its
dioors ns numbers falleld to materi-
alise and teams became difficult to
field but thera was to be a second

chapter to the story of this club —a
story that keeps delivering to this

¥,

After more than 20 vears without
an organised club, Blamey Camogic
Club rase again from the ashes in
1909 and from that day to this the
chub has continued to thrive.

After reforming. the elub com-
peted at jundor and bagged the coun-
v Eithe in 2005, mll of 50 years afer (he
club’s most histarie day = that 19685
Intermiekinte crown,

Between 2018 and 2009 1he club has
managed to get three players onio
All-Ireiand winning Cork minor
teams with Olivia Murphy and Cria
Crernen making the grace n CLE with
Cremen agaln dolng the desd in 19,
this time joined by Jennifer Murphy.

The club alzo brought through

thires girls to play for the rebel coun-
ty at D14 last yvear with Katie Kel-
leher, Miamh Power and Amy Ban-
non all getiing thelr resard for im-
pressive displays over the previous
ViEAr OF Mors,

From a club that wis oul on its feef
in il latter part of the ast century,
Biarney Camogie Club was able (o
Boast more than 100 members at 112
alone last vear which &l bodes well
for thve fukure of this splelbed and pro-
gressive beacon of lght for young
girls interested in sport in the mid-
Cork apea.

Blarney Camogle Clab may have
taken a two decade hiatos bt now,
after celebrating 21 years back in the
falel, the club s leoking to the Tuture
ancl looking to malke many more good
days ahead to keepall In fhe lecality

involved in what is & genuine good
naews siory in the Blarney area.
Celebrating the successes of tho
past is a sure fire way of making sure
that the current wearers of the Blar-
noy colours know what it is like io be
part of something biprer than the in-
dividual and know what it 15 like to
be remembered for achieving some-
EL][:Q thal has fnever been dore bd-

Blarney Camaogle Club eurrently
has a host of young stars of dhae Tutirs
meiking their own history right now
and with tme on’ thelr sde the ace
wure 1o bag themse|ves mamy specil
memories, Howoewer, (or now the
pliyvers lisied here will take thelr
time to remomber and celabrate
whitt 1t was like to bo part of Blar-
ney's greatest ever eamogie side.



Cork boss IS
hopeful of
June return

E Linda Mul@iﬂc

WE'RE all still a little bit in limbo
as to the club and inter-county
GANA season.

Will it, won't it g ahead and if it
whoars, in what format?

Sork camogle manager Paudie
mlaerray §s positive things can résime
ST,

“I'm positive that we'll be haick
doing zomething lale June and in
July woe might finksh the league and
the championship might start InAl-
gust,” said Merray,

[ have my doubts (hat the league
will be completed, bul the Cork hoss
foeds atherwkso.

“I think they have to {inish the
leagwe, for the sponsors il nothimg
el

Cork's championship was pencil-
led to start on the wecrkend of June
13. Paudie fecls that “10 weeks would
nish our champlonship, They may
nat necessorily hald the All-Ieeland
dato of September 8, that could push
it onaf sonel 18§18 eloes, o 1sb BE,

“Regarding the clubs, 1 see that the
AlIreland horline and feeiball chab
bepries are pone, which [ was expect-
ing, 1 would expect that camogie will
o the same in that there’l] be no All-
Irelamd ciub finals this year,

“If the club scene staried in the
middie of Sepltomber amd Dnished ab
thie end of Cetaber i wotld be [ine,
Wi wers in CIT ona Frhl:‘n!." Evening
in Detobeer for the semi-final befweon
Killeagh and Innlscarra last year,
{there was n mazsive crowd and a
masaive atmosplere there.”

If the inter-county championship
does start In August and takes 10
weeks, then you woukint see clab -
tion start wniil misl/ late Oclolsr,

Forfeited

In that regard 1 feed that the inter-
county beague could be forfeibed.

Panndio contined: “There are (alka
circulnting that they might run off
thee clubs before the inter-county. If
the elubs could start in July and
work through te the end of Angust
and the inter-couniy serles started
then and fintshed October 31 or after-
wards,

“That'll probably also become n
‘backdoor” situation where if you
lose two pames you'te out. Now the
social distancing 15 the only thing
yioun woatlel query.

Bt 1I'm thinking we will be illow-
ed to do some form of training to-
warils theend of June, Based on what
wars 2all in relation fo gatherings of
5000 there shoold e no reasan why
we can’'t fulfl] a kot ofour Gxtores this
ypar,”

Dioes ha feel the group strisctun: of
the championship will change?

“Tean’t see why they'd have to
champe 1. We're oul five weeks an the
|||'||-| 1 think l:'hl::,."l.’l finizh i 10
wihs,” 3
b Paudie mentioned the social dis-
fmncing issue and fnt's where 1 feel
the real probden ea. U'm Dot s o
'l be that stralghtforward to run

brames off.

o Camogle wouldn't pet 5,000 spec-
rMators at o round Febin game so
iy okay there, bt vou'd have 50
s players on top ol each other dye

Cork camogie manager Paudie Murray '
remains positive about a return to the. e =
‘season in the summer. P —
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ing games, sweating, where un-
deubtedly Muids transmit during
Eamis,

Between panels, management,
tackroom stalf, groundsmen., county
Boeard members ete the numhbers
don’t tuke lone o rise.

You would have players travelling
in buses, peing home to families after
mixing on a pitch. Yes, the numbers
are within the criteria of vohame, but
if sncin] distancing 15 still the priority
for Government, and wo'll find that
ol an May 5. then we've an issue,

Insurance could play a big park
here too, Wil plavers be covered?
How strict are the Insurancy com-
panie: goime (o be withoot s viueckne?

Murray is
optimistic
that the

Will they cover organisations?

Government aside, a lnrge section
of the ethos of the GAA 15 dedbonted
to player welfare ani this falis under
that bracket. | think there's a lot to
consbder and it isn't ag simple as just
falng out thene.

[ feel sorry for Cork minore players
in all codes. Thiz may have been the
only vear some ate eligible and the
champlonship could be cancelled.
That's thelr dream gone. | know
there are mord important matters,
bt o minor who wanis nothing
fore than to play for Cork, it's hard.

Jerry Wallace, the Cork minor ca-
mogle manapger, is in the dark as
mivch anvone as 1o what will happen.

Today is the day the All-Ireland
minor final was to be playved and
Cork were hoping to be there fighting
fior a three In a mow,

He Iz npheat however with his
panel. They aren't putting any pross-
nre an the girls. Many of them will
noy st the leaving cort in late July.

"We've been keeping in contact
with the gicls." Wallace sabd.

“All along it's just boen once a
week, Martin Enright, who does {it-
niess for us, sent in some nice videos.
But we'ne nod asking them to stick to
any programme. | know there's a lot
of mentors asking their plavers to KI:
ott eviery day felling Hhem fo do th
and that. Ive gone about i the other

way. If they can doa =mall bit, say 157
20 minutes twice a week and nog Tee
that thoy have to be doing it every
day at the saméadime, that it's not
pressurised.

“Becanuse they're juvenile players,
we decided we wanted thair raining
to be ape specific, The gym work
that's coming into them from Martin,
it"s maximum twice & week and
we've agked them Lo fake their
hrothers; sisters, and pareabs ot the
garden for a pick pround Az will

*In fheofr roens we v aaked thim o
B ok
bach mrad it

We'll som what the ' next fow wooks
brings. Stmy sl everyoase,



WITH the Camogie Congress deferred
due to the Covid-19 crises, the alection
for the presidont of the Azsoctation has
been put on hobd.

The two candidates in the running to
succend Kathleen Woods are Hilda
mun_ Kildare and Wexford's Aflish

.

The Camogie Association has had 30

rmiﬂnnts sinee ks foundation, includ-

ng two Life Presidents and Cork has
micre than Payed its part in supplyving
exceliont leaders for the strongest
women's sport in the country.

There have been five prosidenis
from Cork clubs; whilst two Cork
patives lead the pon under (e
banner of their adopied countles.

History and fradition has always
plaved a huge raoke in sport and camo-
gl i mo exception sinee 1935 some
jwonderful people have lead the way
with the huge honoir of Life Presiden-

jcy bestowsd on Professor Agnes O'Far-
rally and Sheila MeAinul reCcogmi-
tion of their unfgue contribution to the
Camogie Association.

j The first Cork native to hold the role
u{ﬂl’;ﬂlﬁmu was Lil Kirby olected in
1

"Ll grew up on the Model Farm Road
and was educated at 5t. Aloysius
School.

She captained UCC ta Ashbourne
Cupsuccess in 1936 and enjoyed & won-
derful playing carect.

A megular on Cork teams foom 1584
to 1041 2he won s All-Ireland senioe
medals and Jed the county to suocess in

15940,

She was the first woman to chalr thi
Cork Camogie Board and the conniy
benefited from her leadorship. -

She was elected President of the Ca-
mogie Association at & time when two
shdes came together following a split
over the hockey ban,

After marriage LIl became Lil Crow-
ley and she settied in Bandon.

She was alse a lop class swimmer
and she passed away 1987 at the age
young age of B,

Ballinora-native, Sheila H Car-
ried on the Cork tradition of leading
E:Et Wﬂm taking over the mantle

Shae kept Mid-Cork faithfol to the Ca-
mogie Aszociation during the years
that the Cork County was on the
nusl.iﬂdt. rganised the Mid Cork divi

B0 * or -
shonal board providing eompetition for
the clubs involved.

She was vice-chairman of the Cork
County Board prior to Cork’s abiten-
tion she served as secrotary of
Munster Couneil for two years.

She was a key player on the Ballino-
ra team which won the Cork junior
championship in 1534

Her brother Jim played full-back for
At Cork senfor hurling team,

In 1265 Lil O'Grady took over as
President.

Shie v barn n Slipoe and on moving
to Cork she played with St Aloysius
sohool Old Aloyaians and the Cork
jsehols tearm.

LIl reforoed the 1969 All-lreland sen-
tor final, her late father Michael
played foothall for Leitrim and was

ﬂm— of 1he Shipo GAA Boand,

Her sister Jo was a regular fior Coril

Mary Maran with the then Lord Mayor Tom O'Driscoll at the launch of her publication, The history Of Cork Camogie’ in 2000,

and buonster.

Lil served in several ko on the
Cork Board including ¢ THOTH AN
el Munster Council for twelvie vears.

She chalred Munster Calle Emln
ﬁj:md was President of the All-Treland

lages.
Now, Lil O'Neill resldes in Ballin-
lough and =fill has a huge love for ci.

Mary Moran moved to Cork with her
family-at the age of 11 having beon
born in Timerick.

She won Cork and Dublin champion-
ahip medals with Old Aloysians and
Celtic (Dubling and an All-Irekansd sen-
ior medal with Cork and club All-Tre-
land with Celtic.

Mary chaired the Cork Camogie
Raard from 1963 to 1978 and conched
Cork 1o win All-Treland minor, hunker
and senlor titles,

Joan 0'Fhynin cutsthe ribbon to apen the new Cork Camogie Grounds in Castle Road.

Elected President of the Camoghe
Association in 1879 Mary was secre-
tary of Munster and All-Ireland Cal-
leges for thirty-two vears and served
az President of the All-Ireland Col-

1 v

tﬁe also filled the roles of Mational
Coach, Mational PRO, inter-county ref.
eree and Trustee,

An avid eollector of camogie matert-
al and memorabilia, she has bulltupa
considerable stockpile over the years
and has writion some wonderful publi-
cations on camogle including the
superbly written History of Cork Ca-

Makre Ni Cheallachdin better known
ms Mary O was elected president in
{21

Slve was o well-known and colowriul
charachor,

Maire played with Lee Walloy bat

joimed Innlscarra when the club was
formed In her sh.

She chaired the Cork Board 1960
(a5 and Munster Council 1985-1957
and was 8 member of suceessfiul Cork
salection commitises.

Malne passed away in 1652 but hor
legacy lives on with the Inniscarra ca.
moghe grounds named Paire Malre N
Cheallachiin in her memory.,

Two Cork-born Iadies also led the
Azeociation under the banmers of their

counties.
el MeCarthy from Carrigtwohill,
kad an uncle Jimmy ‘Major” Kénnedy
who captained Cork to win the 2519
sonior Adl-Ereland.

Dan, her brother wore the Cork jer-
sev and her grand-nephew Niall won
o All-Treland senkor medals.

Bl fodned the civil service in Dub-
lin and helped mike Celtle Info a great
club shie chadred the Dublin board and
was best known for her coaching abil-
ity she puided (he great Dublin teaims
af the fiftles and sixties,

HMell was elected President of the Ca-
mogle Association in 1971 but only
served two yvears of her term of offlce.

She made a huge contributon 1o the
gams and passed away In 2009,

A native of Ladysbridge, Joan
0'Flynn became the first Presideont-
Elect of the Camogle Assockation In
2008 under the banner of here adopted
county Kildare,

Her Mther, Stamus O Floinm, was a
well-known administrater with the
Imokilly Divisional Board and the
Cork Gaa Board,

Joan helped Fr O'Meill’s win the
Cork junlor champlonship bafore mos-
ing to London and then returning (o
Kildare for employment where she
served in various rales on the Kildare
aind Lelnstor council,



m Linda Mellerick

EACH sport has their incredible
volunteers,

‘There are few that have the expan-
shve contribution of Cork’s Mary
Moran

Mary was the 16th President of ihe
Camdgie Assocition, ebeeted in 1973,
She enpaped in the most ambitlons
programme for a president at the
‘time, travelling the length and
breadth of the conniry to attend
medals, functions and coaching
COliTHs,

When she moved to Cork from
Limerick ai the age of 11 she attended

21 Aloysing School (a prominaent
camogle nursery) and was intro-
duneed to pame for the first thrme.

She won Cork Colleges senior and
junior championship medals with
them. She played Ashbourne Cup
with UCC and won Cork senior and
junior championship medals with
Ol Aboysing Camogie cliob.,

Om being appointed to AIB, Dame
a1, ahe joined Dublin camaegic side
Celtie, winnming Dublin senlor league
and championship mesdals,

Mary won an All lreland and
Munster sentor champlonship
Fa-z-l::‘ali for her adopted county of

rork.

She joined St Finbarr's and be-
came secretary of the club,

Mary then trained Cork to two sen-
for All Ireland titles 1972 and 1973, an
All Ireland Junior (twe in the same
afterneon in 1973), and two All Ine-
tnmd Minor titles in 1975 and 1976,

With Ann Carroll in 1978 she wrote
the first camogie coaching book
called "Camogio’ and followed with a
secoul one, "The Conch in Action’.

Mary chaired the Cork Camogle
Board for 10 vears, 195877, and was
Presbbent for five, 1986-97,

She was chair of Munsior Council

from 2002-06, secretary of Munster -

Colleges and secrefary of All-Ireland
Colleges Council for 32 years, 1960
2001, and trustee of the Camogie As-
sociation, H006-3010,
) Moy writing contirmed.
She i (e auihor of many camogic
jbm'l-::. anes 1 often referenee. 'Camo-
gie Champlons® (1957, 'Gymfrocks
and Headbandszs' - a history of
Munster Colleges, {1997), ‘A Reo-
. sounding Suceess' - o history of All
Treland Colleges, (19688), 'Cork’s Ca-
magle Story (2008), and ‘Munstier's
PCamogie Story (2004),
Her national history of Camogie 'A
Gt of Ohar Owmn, was pubilished in

The ald Moysious camogie team which defeated Mourneablsey in the county junisr champbonship at (hunch Road an March 3, 1957. The

left: Pauline Hegarty,

Moran gave
camogie her
all in Cork

Mary Moran with the then Lord Mayer Tom 0°Driscoll at the launch of her publi-
cation The histbry OF Cork Camogie in 2000,

arty, Enda Wiley, Helen Horgan, Dymptna Langferd, Phil Joyce, Carmel Joyce, Carmel 0'Sallivan,

2011. If anyone can compare thi past
with the present, ii*s Mary anid zhe
gave me her views wien a atsoart
the changes she has seen over the
YArs,

“Yes, indeed T have (geen changes)
in all fcels of camogle:

"Facilities were non-existent in
my playing days. The County Board
rented a field in Church Roacl.

Flyvers togged out at home, took
the bus, evcled or walked to the
VAL,

Coats were ploced in o bundle at
the shde of the fell with the newest
recrult's coat on top tocatch the rain.
Afterwards, we donned onr wel
coats, got on our bikes covered in
|:1||.1|:I and r:?l,‘q:tnd hoime.

“Today's plavers enjoy stabe-of-
the-ari facilities ot Castboroad

Groak croedit is due to Marian
MeCarthy and her hard-working
committes for thelr foresight, cour-
age amd energy in taking on the pro-
ject and seelng 1t through,

At elub level, ca shares ever-
improving fuellities with the GAA.

“The workload carried by the of-
fleers of the senior and juvenile
Bboards §s colossal. The number of
competitions catored for 1= hoge.

How much longer can a busy coun-
iy like Cork continue without at beast
a fuall-thme pald secretary?

“Finance has always prosented a
headache for cahmogie. In my playing
days, wages were small, government
grants for sport did not exist, gate re-
ceipis were meagro, and sponsorship
itk ne pepch down the pecking order
a% [ as camogic.

“Finding the money (0 medd the
commitments on Castleroad and iz
upkeep, fonding Inter-county teams
anid general administrotion costs is a
constant worry.

Expeciations of prosent-day
players | high,

“Publicity afforded 10 eamoghe has
improved but it still lacks signifi-
cantly behind that provided to make

sport. On a positive note, The Echo
gfﬂ'l.rﬁ camogie o good showing. Mod-
ern technology opens up new chan-
‘nels to get our message across and
enhance the image of the game.

That iz a far cry from the days
when “to get a mention” in & minute
match preview or report was all that
one could aspire to.

“The game ltzell has undergone
huge change,

Present-day playem may fied it
hard to believe that a "Points Bar™
existed, joining the tops of the goal
posts 30 feet from the ground. A ball
passing over this bar was deamed
widhe. Prior to 1970, no player could
be substituted unbess the referes con-
sidered that she was onable (o con-
timnse.

No unider-age cafmogie extated at
club or inter-county level and the
Mational Leagnees had not been esiab-
lished,

“The game was played primarily
of the ground with longer and hai-

final score was 5-1 to 3-1. Front from

Rena Manbey, Helen Sexton, Mary Moran, Lily 0°Grady (captain), Carmel 0'Connell, Mary Clancy, Maura Fitzgerald. Back from left: Eileen Good, Betty Heg-

vier sticks than those in use today
The art of good ground striking, and
dribiling hawve been lost.

“The greatest change that 1 have
witnessed has undoubtedly been the
introduction of the 15-aside game on
the full-sized pitch. It has necessi-
tated much higher levels of fitness.
"I"he game has grown closer to hurl-

E was disappointed that no effort
was made to rid the game of the in-
creasing occurrence of scrums.

Why do so many players feel the
mecessity to join n'™?

Has the game improved?

“The answer is undoubtedly yes,
U4 players I waiched at the MNational
Fafle na nGael displaved more skill
than many of the plavers of yestor-
euir,

]"E'I.'H.!'r-l;- have alwaye been J;:l‘iji:
plavers of exceptional nuinral ahdl-
itv. The big difference is the standord
of the remainder of the team. All
players can play now™,
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legend is All-

for Cork camogie

CAMOGIE

= John Coughlan

THE All-ireland camodgie final of
2002 was a classic game and one
which brought the sport to a
higher level in front a new
watching television audience.

Never bofore has a Cork versus
Tipperary final generated such after-
match discusston about the quality
o show and the level of skill on show
from the players.

O of 11ve most skitlful players on
display that day and one of the most
talked about was Linda Mellerick
who clinched her stxth All-Treland
winnmer's medal,

Linda was actually born in Tipper-
lgry tn 1967, but moved to Cork at a
very young ape where she attended
St Patrick’s school at Gardiner's HilL

The schoal was canvassing for ca-
Imogle players during her first year
at secontdary school and Linda de-
‘ehided to give ita go.

T b omest T bl not know what [
was going to play and had no idea
what type of sport camogie really
was. but I was told by one of my
friemds that it was to hockey
and that soumded fun,” said Linda.

As 8 15-vear-obd, Mollerick joined
Brian Dillen's but after playing four
years with the club she decided to
join Glen Rovers.

Lindn had to spend a year on the
line. but moved into the Glen Senlor
Camogie team in 1980 after playing
o seseeoms at Junior and Intermedi-
ate level

The Glen Senior team were simply
unstoppable during that period as
they won seven Cork Sentor cham:
pinmghips from 1980 to 1996,

Linda won flve Munster Senior
championships and three All-Treland
Senior club medals,

Mellerick had some special mem-
arbes of her Arst All-Ireland club title
when the Glen defeated 5t Paul's who
played under that name for the last
time as they later came under the
Lisdownoy banner.

Ty e Tyomest the team that we had
at the Glen was just something out of
thie ordinary &s we had great players
bt myost of all we had the most unbe-
lievable team spirit that epitomised
the whole team in general,” said

Linda.

Linda added: “Tt was an honour to
plity with such a great gang of girls
and Dwill forevor remember the great
timies that we had as | made soma
groat friends playing with thi Glen
and wis just as pmportant as winning
Tmadale.

The Inter-county S0eme Was just as
lgneeasshinl for Mellerick as she won
Alllreland Senjor medals in 1982,
03 05, 97, "o and 2002,

I“Linda roflected onowhat it meant toe
present your county.

1 never Tealized what a great thrill
fof playing with your cOunLy Wit

antil 1 jained up with Cork set-up and
it was amazing with some great days

Glen Rovers’ Linda Mellerick looking for a way round lmekilly's Helena Barry during a County final dash.

playing in Croke Fark.

w1 alsg count myself yery lucky
that I had the honour of captaining
Cork twice to Senlor All-Ireland suc-
cegscg 1o 19932 and 1997 as both of
these days were very special and 1
will always treasure those wonderul

minmorles.
T L A st played
ViEEY ands
a huge role in helping Cork defeat
areh-rivals Kilkenny in an epic final
“That win stands out in my mind

a= [ felt it was my best in a Cork Jer-

B

"Everyone wis saving there was
#o way that we would beat Hilkenny
and with the game the game in {he
melting pot we trailed by one point
with a minute remaining.

“ Amazingly we won by four points
and Kilkenny looked shell-shocked
at the Tinal whistle buk vee weare nat-
nrally over the moon.”

In the previous year, with Glen
feovers. Linda had suffered a shatter-
ing defeat to Lisdowney in the All-

Treland elub final after having & nine-
point cushion with 12 minutes re-
maining as four goals from the leg-
endary Angela Downey killed their

dream.

Mellerick pointed out that the
gwitch from 12-n-siile to 15-a-side was
a great move for her beloved sport.

“Ti w:i fhie best thing that ever.

happen as il wns Emw‘le
when woLE]ay'e-d 12 a slde, a goal-

cauld puck the ball io the op-
posite Keeper because we had
smaller and tighter pitches.

seame counties and clubs may
have complained in the past that they
couldn’t get 15 quality players but
{hiats down 1o development at jiven-
ile lovel.”

Lindn Mellerick retived from inter-
county camogie after the eple 2ark
AllIrsland final win over Tipperacy
{ny 200

Linda 15 regarded as o coloasus of
camogie and without donbit & fitting
example for the up and coming

players of the sport.

reland camogie winner
d Glen Rovers, Linda Mellerick

Linda was a colossus

Linda Mellerick with the 0'Duffy Cup after
Cork's win over Galway in 1937.

Stats and facts

Linda Mellerick ks the holder
of five Munster cha mrla-n-
ships and three senjor All-Ire-
fand champlonships, with
Glen Rovers, and she'ls also
the holder of sevin conssil-
tive Cork senior camogic

ehamplonships, from 1580 to

15506,

Ty 1993 amd 1997, Mellerick
captained Cork to All-Ireland
Sonior siocesses,

Linda was born in Tippet-
ary, i 1967, bt mirved to Cork
a1% & young girl.

Linada i her club carser
with Brian Dillon's, before
jatning Glen Rovers,

Linda potieod from inter:
cokmty CRImngie i J0E.

Linda Mellerick Is the
weekly camogle reporter for
The Echo.



This week Echo
Sport camogie
correspondents
Linda Mellerick and
Mary Newman look
back over the past 40

rs and pick their
gg?t 15, starting
today with nominees
for goalkeeper and
the defence.

BETWEEN 1980 and 2018, Cork won
14 sonlor camoghe tithes.

Mary Mewman and 1 wene given
the unenviable task of seleciing our
barst 15 players of tho past 40 years.
[t's not exsy, particularly when you
are i player yourself from that cra.

But we'll give it & go and have a
healthy debate.

We'll start with the Ikeepers
and defenders, and already the
prossure s on, stich is the callbre of
contenders thire, Dol here goes,

GOALKEEPERS

MARIAN McCARTHY: After
winning four All-Ireland senjor
muesdals onifield, Marian switched fo
the position of goalkesper.

She was an Instant success and
colleeied four more All-Ireland
medals in her new role. Ball control
and classic striking were effortiess {o
her. She held the goalkeeping
position from 1578 until 15991,
KATHLEEN COSTINE: Kathleen
ARIP) topk over from Marlan in 1892
when Cork won their first senlor title
in seven years. She retlred after the
1506 final, so her tenure was short,
jbut she made a significant contribar-
tion. Her defenders loved her as she
kept them on thelr toes.
ADIFE MURRAY: Arguably the
best poalkeeper in the country over
the past deeade. Aoife’s inspirational
athleticism. her bravery in
advancing on atincking players, her
pinpoint puck-carts and her penalty-
taking capabilitics, not 10 mentlion
the control she kept of her sguare
and the six players in front of her,
wore pxceplional,

DEFENDERS

CATHY LANDERS: Led Cork 1o ihe
All=lreland dltle in 1283 and is the
holder of four 2enbor medals. A tough
defender who never conceded an
inch, she frequently played a
awepper's role, cotting off many
attackers’ routes o goal. Strong and
determined, she brushed aside

tackles.

SANDIE FITZGIBBON: One of the
preatest plavers o grace the game,
sSandie wis 5o on the Camagie
team of the Century in 206, Playing
with her heart on her sleeve, =he won
every honour in the geae and hasd an
ability to cover a huge amount of
groumd. Her ball control and skill
were a jov 1o walch.

EITHNE DUGGAN: Made her
stump vwery early on 1S a ne-nonsense
defemder, She was onlstamding in her
first senior final in 1985 s Cork over-
came Kilkenny, showing calmmness
and standing flrm under pressare,
Her reading of the game was
immaculate as she timed tackles to
parfection,

GEMMA O'COMNNOR: A brilliant
defender and inspirational to all
those aroind her, she i% another of
!h:t:ﬁ:lnw‘a finest. Having lined oui in
Vi 5 postthons with Cork, without
doubt in recent thimes she has beon at
hame at the hearl of defenoe. Gemm:
has it all — skill, pagsion, with a huge
pdetermination fowin.

CLARE CHOMNIM: A stro ng,
Jathletic, and skilful plaver who stood
firm in defence as Cork overcame
Drubdin to be crowned champlons in

Making the case for
a camogie defence

1978 and went on fo femly establish
hersell as a Cork greal.
PAULA GOGGING: Paula was often
the player chosen to mark the op-
osifion's most dangerous
rd. A lenacious and physically
strong defender whose work-rate
sz ot af the drawer. She was a
thorn in many forwards' sides as
they tried to evade her atlentions,
and a holder of three All-Ireland

meidals.

DENISE CRONIN: A fast and
tenacions player who was at home in
any pu.qii.ﬂn. A top-class defender
wivn allowed hor opponents no time

e S

Anna Geary was an extremely versatile player and started her senbor career at half-
forward

Fcture; Eddie O'Ham

or space. A huge work-rate, great

glill, mnd will fo win were her hall-

marks. She captained Cork te All-

ireland victory in 1865,

MAGS FINN: Mags had to walkt
atiently for her time in Cork’s
efenca. Onee her {ime came, she

never relinquished her place, with

consistent and depemdalble perform-
ances. A determined competitor,

Mizgs” ability to cul off attackers and

foree them wide was one of the

hlghth:s of her game. Holder of
foarr Adl-Treland medals.

MARY 0'CONNOR: One of Mary's

priatest attribates was her ability to

Picture: Tom Honan/Inpée
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to Linda Melberick.

read the game. She wasa solid centre
back who swept up brilliantly amd
had a great hand under the hi

She won her first of seven All-Ireland
titles in 1997 and holds three All.
Stars.

ANNA GEARY: Anna was an
extremely versatile player and
gltarted her senior inter-county
career as A half- :

She finished hor career a3 a full-
back in 2004 after captaining Cork to
the All-Ireland title. One of her
greatest aftribates was her ability to
emerge with the ball from almost
overy tuck, her strength and

@@ Her pinpoint puck-outs and her penalty-taking capabilities,
.not to mention the control she kept of her square and the six

players in front of her, were exceptional @@

Picture: Larry Cumiming

Emaam:-a of mind bursting out and
istributing brilliantly to team-
mates.
PAMELA MACEEY: Cne of Cork’s
most consistent defeniders over the
past decade. A& player whose work-
rate, akent, and calm demeanour on
the piteh is never found wanting.
when the prossure is on.
Her s . deceptive strength. and
attacking attributes often turn
defence into atiack for her team.
RENA BUCELEY: Rena reiired
from intercounty camogie in 2018
having worn the red and wihite for 15
yvears and with elght titles. She won
18 All-Ireland dual medals, making
her one of the moest decorated sports-
people in Geelic games.
ﬁﬁ:ﬁ‘tr of absoluie composure on
tha of play, her ability fo break
up atracks and Jig in and out betwean
attacking to pelicve pross-
ure was a highlight.



Plenty of attacking

THIS weak we solect the best Cark
camoghe team of the last 40 vears,
Today we've come up with five
midfielders and 12 forwards to make
the line-up, Mary NMewmahn and |
glﬁt. On the editor’s instructions 1
=t=Eﬂll ta l:i-n]udﬁgn 2elf, which iz a
range situation, bat then again so
i= hﬂﬂ{:whﬁlufwhmtmdd;g;hgu:duwm
t B Wore Versa-
tila mﬁplﬂ}'ﬁd acToss both lines.,

MIDFIELDERS

THERESE 0"CALLAGHAN: A
iplayer who worked extremely hard
and loved the nonstop action as she
endlessly moved around the feld. A
gﬁlﬂbﬂmrmmtchﬂmmumtba
L and was a strong determined
hurler who never shied away from
the touph tackles.
ASHLING THOMPSON: An
extremely strong and athletic plaver
matched with a great hurling ability,
Extremely difficult to disposes and
hiz a tremendaus strike off both
gides lending to her scoring some
magnificent points from midfiaid.
LINDA MELLERICK: One of four
Cork plavers solected on the camogie
"Team aof the Century” in 2004, Led
Cork to two All-Ireland senior titles.
Linda always wanting to be in the
thick of the action, her trademark
was her bong dashing solo runs,
VIVIENNE HARRIS: Vivienna's
sivle of play loohed effortless as she
gelidesd up and down the feld, Showed
ineredible balance with speed and
natural hurling ability. Wen five All-
Ireland titles in a glittering career.
ORLA COTTER: A conzistent
Eerfnrmer for Cork over 14 seasons
rla is another player whose style of
placy 15 effortless. Always amiﬁ]em
take pressure off hor defence and
advance forward pleking off wonder-
ful points. Her free-taking was
impeccable.

FORWARDS

MARY O'LEARY: A magnificent
striker off her left-hand side, a great
opportunist and an faultless free
taker. Often took up a position
arsind the edge of the square where
she added the finishing touches o
anything within resch.
(FIONA O°DRISCOLL: A superb
team player and played with great
jintellipence. A nifty forward, Fiona
had great visbon and used this to sot
up aned take scores. Her hags one
level saw har cover open spaces weil,
jLYNN DUNLEA: Lynn was known
8% & goal-poacher supreme and had a
(great nataral talent. Glven half a
chance she was away and had the
bail in the net. A great Dt tonch she
used her strength to hor advantage

Ao | oy, °
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Orla Cotter fires over a point from play against Tipperary. Prcture: Larry Cummirns
it she stood up to challenges. She  as being & superh froo-takor. Show.

wasalsoa clent frec-taker.
MARIAN SWEENEY: Fearloss and
enthuslastic wers the hallmarks of
Marion. A versatile player who could
play in any position, she always
maintained a high standard in a
glittering career. Her runs as shoe
picked the ball and ran at opponents
saw her canse cndbess problerns,
PAT MOLOMEY: Fat had a very dis-
tinet style of play. She ran at
ibofences and streiched them to thelr
limitz. Her speod, stvle and skill wers
a foy to watch, She started as a mid-
fielder before moving to attack
where she made a great lmpact.
COLETTE O'MAHONY: A skilfil
forward who grabhed scores as well

ing merves of steel, those who wit
nessed it will never forget her three
goals from frees (o the All-Troland
gemi-final of 1995 against Kilkenny.
IRENE O'KEEFFE: A slight player
with a steely determination and an
acute goalzeoror, A player who never
gave up, Irene was the soorer of two
poals insbde two minetes in the 15968
All-Ireland final victory over
Galway. Five All-ITreland medals
befwenn 19652 and 15958,

JENNIFER O'LEARY: Jenny was
one of the most sEylish plavers to
wear the jersey for Corde With light-
ing space and a “shimmy’ that no
diefender could master she sklpped
throngi defenders at ease becoming

=

ane of Cork’s greatest forwards.
BRIEGE CORKERY: Briege cover.
el every hlade of grass on the field of

‘play for Cork: Such wag hor versaiil-

ty ahe vaas selocied in defenoe, mid-
Medd amd the forward line in g stellnr
careor. A player of incredible encrgy
Al with gpreat specd she holds seven
All-Irekand medals and £ix All-Stars,
HATRINA MACKEY: When you
soe Katring heading for goal there is
only one outcome: goal. She has 3
clinical finksh. Added to that §s an in-
lense work rate amd an ability to
off points with ease, Five Al Ireland
titles and five All-Slars §s testament
io her consiatency over the years.
SILE BURNS: A strong plaver with
great nlanoce it wos hard bo shif e

Cork’s Sile Burns gathers the ball from Limerick's Fi
ior camogle championship final at Douglas last night,

talent to choose from

nola Dore during the Munster jun-
Picture: Eddie OHare

off the ball, A cool composure in
front of goal seoring some fop-class
goals from tight cormers. She was a
cansistentl %:ulmrl'unmr for Cork
& lhmm; r Inler-county eareer
was short compared with others,
Seored two Lite polnts under press.
e in the 2000 All-Ireland semi-Mnel
Eﬁﬁ E:-Et'ﬁ a dramatic draw,

MNEY: Mary vas a mulil-
talented player, She capinined Kerry
o the All-Treland football titls in 1976
and Cork to the All-Ireland camosgic
title in 1980 as well as belng a
membor of the Irish Internationnl
it Rt ko
gont player, arol
syuane, whore shi became a prolific
scorer b the red and whiie,



15 of best in last 40
vears of Cork camogie

After careful
consideration of all
the nominees, today
Linda Mellerick and
Mary Newrnan chose
their best LE :
camogie players to
put on a Cork jersey

AFTER much deliberation this is
wihat woir dhirgldlead upan as our final 16
Cork camogie players in our best of
ilve Tnst 40 vears selection,

In goal, sedecting between Marian
MeCarthy and Aoife Murray was
tough.

In the finish Aokfe shades, it She
has been truly amazing in the
number one jersey.

Her bravery. athleticism and
lendership =et hor apart.

Rena Bockiey holds down the right
corner back positlon.

Clever and smart Rena read the
play, took stock of her opponenis and
remindned patient, tming her fackles
o perfection.

Eithne Duggan is named at full
Tack,

Every time you thonght you were
away redy to do damage, Eithne's
fMeck would come in and dispossess,

A #Hequly, dependable. no frills full
back who was a wall in front of goal.

Killeagh’s Cathy Landers takes the
fedi alf back position

One of e tovighest opponents you
coitld meet. | remember one night at
trakning in my Nist Year on the Cork
senbor panel we clashed for a ball

I woni abowl 3 feed up inko the air,
swivelled amd landded on my backside
thinking 1 lad pot hit by a tradn.

Captained Cork to All-lreland
glory in 198%, winning her fonrth
meeclial

Sandy Fizgibbon produeod some
memorable displays summed
superbly by Brendan Larkin at the
thmes “Despiie the atrocions under-
oot conditions and the miserable
wind and rain Sandie Fitzgibbon
itlided clfortlessly across the muod
splattered Fleld like Torville mnd
Deand as she tursed in a maich win-
ning performance,”™

We hnd gredt cenifre back nomi-
nees, bt one playver stood tall,
Gemma O'Connor ks a brilliant de-
fencer and a true leader, consistently
breaking up attacks, winning pos-
seasion ad dazelingly distributing.

A vital cop in Cork's whesl for 17
VUsALS,

Al left half back ks the speedy De.
mise Cronin,

What a versatile player to have in
youir skibe. The opposition could lave
five vards on her, and she'd catch
them. Her daslqos up ekl were s joy
and her goal as capiain in the 1995
All-Treland final tarned the tide.

Picking Linda Mellerick for one of
the midfields berths wos a no bratner
for me and the player the sports edi.
tor inslated had to @xe in the team
aven though shoe was invalved In
pleking the team (Marye one of four
Cork pliyers selected on the cimogie

A

b (¢

o
)

L

5

ATy

g b
.

-

A '\

.-'\_I !
5 ]

WHAT A LINE-UP: Left to right; Sandie Fitzgibbon, Marie Costine 0'Denovan, Pat Moloney Lenihan and Linda Mellerick, whe in 2004 were named on the Camogie team of the
cebebrations at the Grywest Hotel, Dublin, Three of the four made Cork’s best team of the last 40 years, Costine being

Century, at the Cumann

na nGael centenary

NG

the odd one out as she played her last game for Cork 1979.

“Team of the Century” in 2004, Linda
had @ urigua: style.

Whitt a pity players in her day
ditn't wiar a GPS becanse she cover
od every Blwde of grass,

Her relilisty’blonde hair stood out
4 mibke ag ghe weaved hor maghe, al-
wrays i the thick of the action she left
markers for deacd.

Picking two midficlders was the
most diiTkeult of all.

We went with Orla Cotler o
pariner Linda,

Her conslztent top-drawer -
formances for Cork over the vears
with her rangy =tyvle, her coslness
ummler pressore and undeniable nsen-

']
Tem Nott, selected to manage ‘best of the last 40 years’ team,

tal strength with firees from difTienit
angles in high pressure games, sees
hor iake the position.

Colette O'Mahony is selected at
right half forward. Another who's
.Fhrn«w- taking saved Cork on many a

A

Extremaly skilful with a hard-
working ethic Colette was o constani
in every team shaeel.

At conire forward iz Fiona O ris-
cull. Her ability to resd the gane and
T open space was brilliant.

A top-class hurler, her 3-2 in the
52 AdlIreland final victory will live
'.lnug im the MCMOry.

At lefi wing forward ts Cork’s third

Cork's Denise Cronin is challenged by Galway's Pamela Nevin
during the 1997 Al-Ireland final.  Picture: Billy Strickland inpho

mémbir of the Team of the Century,
Fat Molomoy',

Full back Marie Costine was
Cark's fourth player sclected, but
falls just autside this eategory hav-
111;]%9&1'& her final year with Cork
1 ;

Pat's apeed, skill and wonderful
sivie are ndary, confidently tak-
ing on defences.

You conld not take yvour eyves ofl
Lynn Dunlea in the right cormer for a
second as she was lethal in pos-
sﬁﬁL:Inu amd produced goals from no-
1 E:

Hugely skilful, she wa= aleo a
proficient free tuker.

I8

Picture: Brendan Moran MSportsfile

Those who were lucky enough te
watch Mary O°Leary play saw craft
shill amd ability to produce magic in
the blink of an eyve,

She liad a4 great braln with a mag-
nifficent strike off her left-hand.

Jennifer O'Leary — The lghtning
space and nifty play of the small in
stature Jennifer OF Loary was a joy to
witch

You held your breath with anticl-
pation once Jenny had the Tall,

Ehe retired im 2015 with four All-
Ireland tiles and 2ix All Star awanrds
having missed fwo seasons in 2008/
2008 w travelling in Auwstralia

She scored 2-38 in the 2011 cham-

pionship,

Manager of the team

This was & toss up between Paadia
Murray and Tom Nott,

Cortainly, Pandie has brought ca-
mogie to a new level, such is the
timees we tve in.

Before that, without the props we
hawve today, Tom Mott was a fantastic
man toanlyvee and resd 8 game.

An Incredible motivator he wasz
manager of many Cork successiul
tearms fn the late T0s / enrly 8= and
returned in 19685 10 guide Cork to an-

other thees All-Ireland Hiles

Tom Mott 15 our manager of this s
lection.

E::“I:wm Ay Muray, Pena Fuckiey,
bon, Clemie O'Connos Deaiss Grok: Lidel
g_ﬂgmh:."ﬂ:lﬂﬁﬂlr: Gﬁhrr Ol Fiorn
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suspensi
of activities

CAMOGIE

u Linda Mellerick

THE Camogie Association lssued
its own statement during the
waeak in relation to Covid 19 and
its membsars.

“*The Camogie Association wel-
comes the publication of the Irish
Government’s ‘roatmap for De-open-
ing society and buziness’ on Friday,
April 36, which provides all sports
arganizations with a pathway for a
return to-actlvity within the Repab-
lkc af Trelandd.

“In t of the latest dovelopments
in rels to Covid-19 and upon -
vice from the relevant state autlsor-
ities, including the HSE. the Camogie
Association will extend s current
suspension of all camogie activities
until Monday, June 8 {inclusive) or
as ferther advised.

“The associatlon i5 currently as-
sesaing the impact of the readmap, as
well oz an awalted roadmap 16 re-
lation to Morthern Ireland, on the
pha=zed return to activity and will
outling in the coming weeks the as-
sociation’s plans regarding how this
will happen.

“We acknowledge that this step
will result in further Inconvenience
an to mombers as well as
the game at all levals, however we ap-
preciate the continuons co-operation
and support of involved at
this time. The health and safety of
our members is, as always, of para-
mount importance and these steps
will assist usall Inuuma nma;_
ary precantbons to i spread o
E'DUIIEI:-:J}'.:' and];:ﬁﬁhr?m to full actv-
ity as ¥ as L8

“As this s still a rapldly develop-
ing situation, we will continue o
monitor the information received

"From the relevant anthorities on a
dav-ie<day basls. Further updaltes
will be issned in due course.”

[ ckarified with the association that
"ail r.iamjngiﬂ- activitéim-' includes
training in any group size.

I 5o, the government might be per-
miltting groups of fowr to get togethor

for activity post 18, bt
the Association are saying
o until June & af leasi

fire Og's Orlaith Cremin and Nevaeh O Connell of Sarsfiebds in action during last

That's Important to know as T dan®t
think many members are aware of
that and I wonder If teams will ad-
here to L

People are so divided as to whether
thers should be GAA action this

r, with many heated de-

tes arownd it There are many who
are truly desperate for action and ref-
g 10 see g sltuation whoere it may
nod happen. ;

My own opinion is that {t just isn't
going to work this year. I think it's
too riskY.

W all love our sport, but it isn't
worth any player or associated
member catching the virns and
spreading it. Even if ene additlonal
death oconrs hecause of collective
training or & mabch that went ahead,
then it"s one denth 100 many.

There are just l-:lu:n 1ma.n].' i_u'ﬁntll!u-
during close proximity activ r
which this virus can spread. 1 fc.:;i

L0920

e T -
Cork players Chloe
Kilkenny, in thedr Litt

camogie activity until at least June 8.

think games behind closed doors is
the answer aither, The numbers amd
closa contact are just too much. 1
think referee David Gough coming
ottt eariier ihis week saving that he
wontldn’t efficiate antil a vaccine ks
found is both wize and bravve.

Of gourse, some blasied him on
twitter for it, but he kas every right
to proftect himsell and his famiky. If
the go ahead is gven, we'll see some
plavers pulllng out of games or put
under pressure o play when they
really 't wank to,

That's not right.

This i5 going to divide manage-
ments, players, and the public and T
think the GAA, and 1 include camo-
gie and tadies football in thiz, should
take this onrest out of their hands,
piake the call and cancel 2020 and re-
anmme fn 2021 with, please God, 5 vac-
cine in place by then.

Wi mill think 1718 never come to our

nar"siﬂle final.

=

door. But it does. Las much as apnyone
mikss the games, but nothing ks worth
the risk. 1 can't walt to spend time
with my whier famlly when this is
over, and 1 certainly wouldn't want
to be the person to bring it to o
fabric.

I'm sure many players are anxious
aboatt this too. Some will have a care-
frec attitude towards it of course.
Everyone's home sitheation is diffor-
ent, and the risk kevels vary groatly.

If the season does go ahead, each
plaver should have the freedom to
make their own decision free from
criticism. But, as [ sald, [ think it's
putting players in a very difficul
siteation and management oo,

Meanwhile, while all of this is
woldng on, Covid 12 hies broaght oul
the wonderful nature in the Irish
people once agaln,

The fundealslng activitles natton-
witle are truly updifting. The big two

n mdlﬂmh Callaghan runti;1-g to stop the breaking Katie Nelan,
s Division 1 camogle league match at Paire Ui Rinn. There will beno

it

=

Picture Dan Linehan

Pirtures Lorzine 0 Sullivar

that I'm aware of was the Do [t for
Dan" fundraiser where little Dan
Quigley has a rare genetic neur-
omscilar dizease and over €3m was
radael to help Dan got a life-changing
and saving operation in the UsA.

Then we had the “GoFundiie”
drive for Sacirse Ruane who at eighi
years of age was dirgnosed with a tu-
moar in her tibia resulting in intonss
chermotberapy and the ampatation of
her right leg. She's a camogie player
from Galway and the fund will help
her rehabilitation and obialn pros-
thetics which will need replacing
regularly as her body grows,

Every elub |s doing somathing
whether [t's for Penny Dinners, Pieta
Hause, Marymoint, the [rish Cancer
Society plus many more. It would be
wrong to highlight a few clabs whaon
so many are dolnig 50 much.

Ti's truly uplifting and wall domne to
alk.



Camogie pair have plenty to
focus on despite uncertainty

TWO Cork players, captain Amy
O'Connor and Laura Treacy,
have different views on the our-
rent playing season and how
they think it'll play out.

=1 ean’t peraonally see action this
vear, espechilly when John Horan
i that I there's golng to be social
digtancing still in Qctober, then
there won't be any GAA uniil social
distancing is pone,” says Laura.

“Social distancing confd be here
for ancdher two vears for all we know
unbess they come up with some vac-
cine or medication that is proven to
work. They won't find that in a few
months, and people will be slow to
take the vaccine when there's no
atidy or results to judge the effects of
i,

Ay, with a Masters in pharmacy
and currently working as a project
manager with a software company,
fels 1hat a vacclne won't be avallabie
in the short term, but feels there iz
#1111 a ehanes of ction on the Geld. In
her first vear as captaimn of thoe teaim,
shiz must be disappolnted?

“It iz very disappeinting, [ sup.
oS, O @ personal bewel, bud at the
s thine thefe are much moee -
portant things at the moment, anid
that is my family and friends coming
ouf of this healthy,” shi says.

1 want it (the games) {0 como
Jback, but It's hard 1o tell at the mo-
ment. [ was glad in a way that the
GaA came oul and lefi that bit of
hape there by =aving October. What
i they hasl cancelbed it completely
and ihen come August we've come
out of coronavirs and we'd be say-
ing: "we could have played®. 5o I'm
glad that ne declsion has been
e

o Linda Mellerick

Laura is a nurse ai CUMH. the ma-
ternity hospital, but i working in the
Colpescopy clinfc, based in St Fin-
barr’s grounds in Douglas road. She
iz thankful her clinic has remained
Qe

“All of the outpatients clinics were
cancelled in the CUH when the ne-
sirictions came in. but because we
are offsite and Colposcopy is an ur-
pent clinic, we are one of the lncky
ones in that we are still operating,”
she says,

“Colposcopy is a cervical check. If
vou have abnormal smear resulis
from vour GP or the lab, vou come
into a i.'nl{;:ﬁmpy clinfc. We're diag-
nostics. We do biopsies and traat-
ments for people who have small
cancer/ pre-cancerous colls. We don't
do major surgeries, that's the next
step I required, Weve a hupgewaliting
lisl. Becanse of the dilemma over the
CerviealClheck sereening a couple of
yvears ago, the referrals have In-
creased mazsively. The wholae
secreening programme ks paused, so if
wi] were e @ grmear besl, vou himwe
to wait — bt we are citching up on
our waiting list and 1t great to be
gpetting that reduced,

"1 trained in Waterford and was up
and down the raad for Cork tralning.
1 then gat o job in the Mepey Hegpital
and worked there for nine months
leading inte the summer of H018. 1
trained with Martin (O Erien) before
tho girls would areive to do thelr
training and then I go to work and
o 12-hour sl It was just torture.

“Sodial distandng could be here for another two years for all we know,’ says Cork's Laura Treacy.

“Iwasn't golng to give up camogie,
g0 | ended up doing agency nursing. |
did & few shifts in the Colpescopy
clinle and it really suited me. 1loved
thae Job and the hours snifed camogie.
1 was offered a full-time role in there
and now 1'm training to be a Colpo-
scopksl™;

How s she coping with the individ-
il training?

“H's @ hard one 1 never took up ca-
myogie o be trainkng alone. Up until
East week 1 was dokng alot in building
my ftness and strength. 'm still
trakning five nighis 8 week, but in the
past week I'm ehanging how 1 train a
blt. T used o time runs and try to eat
that weekly.

“Sunday just gone [ decided (o doa
lomger run, but not as fast. [t's very

hard to kesp motivated and know
what way it's going to go. I'd nearhi
wish they'd decide on it If the HSE

ﬁmﬂdi:ﬂ:m great, bt more than
Iy it's not pding to go ahead, How
ig it feasible? If it"s not going to be
safe in groaps of 30, 40, or 50 people,
then it's not worth it

“Gathering 30 amatour players for
training and going home to families
with no cure or vaccine? [ think they
nead to call it zoon. I we are aiming
for October, well how should we be
training with that date in mind? 50 a5
muech as 1'd hate it 1 just wish they'd
call it."

Amy foels that you need to find a
bit of “hite® within you to kesp poing.

“I think when vou're with
Cork yoa e B0 liave a bilt of bite, At

Ficture; INPHOLaszo Gecne

this level you need to be motivated
lirss of whether you're on Your
owm or with a team,” she says.

It is hard and some will find i éa-
sler than others. | think we need to
keep a geod baseline and if we go
back, then ramp I up at spee, 1
think players should vse the time 1o
better themselves,

“I struggle with my Nexibility so
that's something I'll be focusing on.
others could struggle with their
apead, s0 they could work on that

“I'm still hopeful, but T'm fHilly
aware that if it's too dangerons, then
wecan't (go backh

“[1Enow] from my pharma. “back-
ground, vaccines can take yoars o
develop and get approval. 5o we'Ll
have to wait and ses.
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M Ay

‘| think Dénal Og Cusack said
one time that a day you leave
the hurley down is a day lost’

lays, for mine, 1 ﬂ:& Paien o eing onee or | call it the Coleman atyle, though I'm not

]
‘."m? 0 .Eunnur twice a year and he has a record outside | supe who Coleman Is or was_ [usea
{St Vincent's and Cork) e {want, length and welght. [take | plain black grip, nothing fancy.
a skze 31 arley, which is very small, but With Cork we tend to have four hur-
EFORE 1 say anything ot all I'm mot that big leys on the go during the season, bt
about my hands [ have t ﬂl my sl anyway. you'd want to switch them up as you're
something on the record: | have 3 Ei,rh:l'-'e the golng along. I vou're using one all the
the coldest hands in the world if woelght on record | Hme and that breaks ina game, then the
you want the complete treth! I'd wear — [ ean't re- hurdey carricr is runming inte yon with
gloves in the warm-up belfore games member what it | a stick vou're not geing to be 10008
most of the time, and 1 always have ks off the top of comiortalle with,
hand-warmers in the gloves and in my my hesid — and You have to use them in rotation,
skort pockets. the style that | even thogh they're all copics of each
Tnjury-wise my hands are good. like. They | other, essentially. I'could wso one of
They re kn great condition and I've those in a game, chviousiy, but 1
never broken anvihing, touch wood. coubin't use a 34 inch hurey i1 was an.
Qver the years I've had small Tucky enough to break my own four
niggles and injuries — the liga- hurleys, | suppose i1 1o | would,
ment inmy thumb might have but T woilda’t be somioriable with if,
been strained, or the ligaments

in my wrist. When that
happens 1'd wse a squesese ball
to build ap the muscle and the
grip in my hands to pecover, but
that hasn't happened ina while,
and [ wouledn't wse a hall like
that to bulld up the strengih in

my hands,
Lo have long fingers — wery long

AgErS.

My nan used to bell me when 1 was
small that my fingers were pe::ﬁact
for playing the plano, but that's
something I never got arcund o
Muybe when I stop playing camo-
gie D might take it up. [ suppose i
has to help, to have long
fin when it comes to con-
trobling a hurley and sliotor.

I'm picky about my hur-
levs, but I think everyone ks
in this day and ape. [ goout
to Michael Fitzgerald in !
Araglen, Fitzgerald Hur- !

certainly. At home | have hurleys

[0 . I'm mot doo particular
where | keep them either, as my
mivther would know well — she

kills me when she finds them in
| the two sheds, behind the door,
in the hall, in the wardrobo.

Getting started off, the game
.| came tome pretty naturally but

o it was nbeo something 1 workesd

very hard on. I'd say | woerked

on my geme every single day of
my childhood with my dad.
J Ewen tlvough e dicn't play

5 himsalf, he would still have

b mie up bo the field
| L or the park every evening
; — and | mean overy cver-
ing — an«l that waz something we
i before T even jolned a b,

And 186l try (o get the burley in my
Tand az often 83 1 could. s n ry
b ke wour tonch. 1 think Dl Og
Cuzack =aid one time that a day von
leave the hurley down is a day load, and

me,
Obwionsly I've had times when,

sl try to practbes as much as | con,
Players | admire?
Patrick Horgan and TJ Reld are
obwvinie omes — they're not thot much

hen Twins yYOUnRET.
% In w?ﬂr]a Cotter has terrific
skills, Jeppy O'Leary was someont [

t &he haed fantastic hands.

Hurling hands

that's something that always stuck with

through college or work, | haven't been
able to get the hurley inmy hand, bt

older than me but 1 admired them a ot

ayed with for Cork for only one year,

Gemma 0°Connor’s sopmeons 1 woukd

Hvan looked up o, her striking in
particular is every blt as good as n
Tean's, amd it's jreat to still havs the
opportunity o play with her for Cork:

Even mlﬂunémni:rmland I‘l.llt‘l!irfl:rI
in n oron felevision,
a]wﬂmﬁmh.'ll}“ﬂﬂ people’s m
toeeh, though 1 iy to stay pwmay [Fom
jukging therm on mistakes hecamse
kriow wedl how hard it s

Yo hesur peopde ghving out on thi
sbdalines or the stands and you KEnow
weell they never plafed themselves.

So i'd always try 1o stop mysoll firom
eriticising players for mistakes becaase
I can symypathize with thim.

‘IJ"

i
-
f.
3 h T
s
g

'Connor: Injury-wise my hands are good, They're in great condition and V've never broken anything, towch wood. Over the years I've
mﬂlnigﬂﬂ'huﬂ iniui?:—ih ligament in my thumb might have been strained, or the Bgaments in my wrist.”

In terms of the opposite, players
deing things thit yo sy 1o yourself
“eow dish ilvey do that’, Cian Lynch from
Limerick |2 a player whose sKilks ara
really top, top class: He's dorve a fow
pretty ectravagant things over the
e in big gamos, things that lewe
your thinking: “This guy's wrists are
unbeliswable,

The otler one that leaps 1o mingd is
Austin Glesson's poal for Waterford
huaitnﬁ! Cork h:rllm Ml—lmlﬂn;l mll:-ml

nal o eogple of yeurs ape — ho so
through lh-rr:hmulu.lh and flicked tye ball
into the net, it was an inerediblo poal.
Interviow: Michae! Moynihan




CAMOGIE

EIGHT weeks down the line, witl
camogie and GAA pliches still closed
acress the country, Cork manager
Paudie Murray's views on the lock-
down and whether he sees a playing
season for camogie this vear have nod
champed.

He is keen to see plavers allowed io
et back to some form of activity, for
both mental and physical benefits.

“First and foremost, the most
tmportant thing is everyone's well-
belng during this corrent Hme," ho
sald, “Howover, [ think there are
further problems down the track
with kids, teenagers, and young
aghulis suffering from menial health
:I:IHI;mxi.t.-I].'.

“1"d get them out as guickly as
(eossible. | don't see anything WO
with groups of
distance exercising, supery
parenis, which I am, or othors."

Government guidelinoes for phase
one of the lifting of resirictions an
May 18 permitted outdoor group
exercise of up to four people where
social distancing can be maintained
The next phase on June 8 stales:

‘eople can inke part in outdoar

orting and fiiness activities,

nvalving team sporis training in
small groups [but not matches]
hhrrl mrml. 1i|-l:11:|4.lnh [

£ ']ill:ll:l:ll [ HER G

i‘l |:L1I:| for any Murther
GAA has banmed all
H L] s four, on
ilehes ape

June Iﬁ s
1:||:ui b, Wil I:I1.1

off-klmitz, ev
P AN I'm
LoV EETIme e
fuestion il
inta pliches
Mat the declsion
the experts. The
d 1o the

nE is that, as por
wEe one, There 18 o
aple shawld be lefl
n amall groups anid
ut playing up to
nyernment have
th advice.” sald
iited restrictions.
J nd camopie assock-

ationz need to do the same. The
Government have put in place an
advisory group and the GAA have
1 a dedicated Covid-18
advisory group with medical experis
and representatives from GAA,
camogie, LGEA, and GPA. It is these
oxperts that will make the decisions

and provide future guidance.

“During the week, a sofiware
m fgured on the Claire Byrne
,Jrom a Cark soltware develop-
menl company, B West Consulting. 1t
presented a temperature paich that
al regular intervals takes the tem-
perature of healtheare staff and
alerts if any abnormalities are found.
i5 is boing adapted for those
fl in sport, to similarly alert if
‘management shows signs of

the virws. If that does happen, the
person is isolated firom the group to
protect the group and the person pets
the necessary moedical attention at
the earliest possible point,” he said,
*Jitst one of several m IrE5

being looked at behind the scenes (o

mitigate concern of all those -

invelved. They're talking abont elubs
going first, 've no probiem with that
at all, 1 don’t mind who goes ol first,
once we get groups back oy donto
the pitches. 'm ot 2o sure, however,
it's possible to go club-first, conslder-
ing the bogdstics of B
“1If both club GAA and club
camopie are back sl the same e, 1
'u'l.'ulll-lh':!-:ju::q.'l thad camsegie clubs will
have difficuliy gelling Gieilithes,
"What's golng to happen nexi
year? s there going to be no GAA or
'mmu;;lc- agaln becanse the experis
bedl s it's highly unllkely there will
ceine before then, or social
:LL-.1m kg end anytime soon.
“In my opinlon inter-county will
un first bocause It can be mnnm.ﬂd
feafely, and clubs who have larger

numbers can safely follow on with
thess lsarnings, There is golng to be

‘We must work
to find way back

l.mgr'ti;nnnr is ready for a return to action when pemlei, but Cork camogie
manager Faudie Murray says strict quidelines are expected. Ficture: [an SheridanInpho

anavwiul lot of preparatory work and
strict guidelines cxpected, between
constant monitering of players and
management, disinfecting players,
hurleys, sliotars, nnd all other equip-
ment. Dressing rooms will need to e
thoroughly cloaned, amoeng many
otlver measures. 1% going to be hard

work,” he added. With regard 1o the
structure of camogle championzhip
flxtures, Murray deesn't believe
change 1& needed. “1 don't think the
camogie champlionship has to be
knockout. If we leave the group
stages as is and play week after weok,
have no quarter-finals and have a

HlHﬂld"i .hh1ir|g Thmpsm ulumld to th! tmi :q th :prh'rq Thi:mngi
Association has set a June & date for any update on play resuming. Plcoure; Eddie 0 Har

ami-week break before the semd-final
and & twosweek break before the Anal
you'd have the champlonship
!'il'l.L chisd im e weoks,” he eald.

“There's no arguing then about
what team :mnuhl.i play who, if the
ErOUp pames were serapped. I think
that would be the Falrest.

@@ They're talking about clubs going first. I've no problem with
that at all. | don’t mind who goes out first, once we get groups
back out and onto the pitches.eye

“nece the experts allow, IF th
champlonship started on Augnst 1
yvou'd have it run off by the end
September at the latest. Clubs couls
then start, but as [ said [ don’t mine
who poes first. At this stage what
want is to get the pitches open ajgai
s0 that male and female players
trmin in small groups and take it fro
there. Leave the experts make the
decisions, rather than us trying f
come up with A& or B, We have twe
options which we will be giicled on
wi do nodhing for thee pext year and
half ar we it dovwn and 288 18 there s

workable solution.™




= John Coughlan

The East Cork vil of Cloyne
hll:plndﬂﬁldtﬁﬁlhlgrﬁ
test sportspeople ever to hold a

It i% the Birthplace of the late
Christy Ring as well as comogic star
Marie Costine, whoge stirring dis-
plays at full-back made her a star in
the 1960s and 1970s.

Marie was born in Cloyne in 1047
and attended Cloyvne National
School, but amazingly started play-
:nnmmugltmu:h later than somo of

Wy

pera.

Costine began playing at the age of
17 when she was part of the Ofl Fe
ﬁmmnkuhwhlnhshehﬂpeﬂlnwiua

unior champlonship medal.

Two years after her camogla
dl:ll:ﬂ.l tMarie joined Youghal where

until 1971,

Hn-nnurs were hard to come

wiiih e and [t wasn't nntil

L‘-]wnuutug wmmmngieﬂuh

Itmuhumufuulllusudmum—
reer for the Cloyne lady and-two
vears later she helped them win the
1973 Cork County Junior Cham Icrn
ahip title and the Intemedial:e
piomahip followed twa

She was also part of the I:m:nl!;jll'_l.I
divizional team that won five-in-a-
row Senicr County Championship
titles Botween 1972-76,

Incredibly, she went on to win an-
other four senior championzhips,
this tme with Killeagh, as she
a beading role In thekr coumnty wins of
1880, B, 52, and "84 that brought her
Cork Senfor County championships
medal tally to nime.

Killeagh atso haud a memoerable win
in the 1980 All-dreland Club Charm-
pignship when they defeated BulTers
Alley of Wexford |n a pulsating final

Costine playing with Cork
in 1967 and she had to wait only four
wvedrs for her first All-Ireland when
she won a senfor medal, the Rebels
defeating Kilkonny in the fimal,

The brillianee of Cork at the time
wins epitomised as they won four in &
roatw foom 1970 to 1973, e was fll-
back on all four.

Marbe was nominated &s capinin of
the 1973 Cork team, and sho proudly
fedd thie Rebels to a one-point win over

Antrim ina R decider.
“Itwasa I'will never forget, as
I was always very il to wear the
E‘mq of Cork, bt to captain the All-
foarm was the pron-
dest momant ih;i' camogle career,
" *The game ifself was nail-biting

Treoam starct to Ainlsh, bat we hust aboul
held oot for that memorable win,™
Back then, camoghe was only 1Z-a-

haidle, butﬂmﬂwum-mmlp were not
{roam & Mull family toam
b I ther 1973 final of the Cork Inter-
mediate Camogie Champlonship,
when Cloyne were victorious, hMarie

¥

and hersbx gisters were all part of the
team on that day,

Tt wis unreal and gnusaal, bot
my six sisters, Bunnke, Bernde, Kath-
feen, Rita, Geraldine and Ashiyn, all
Dlm'ud an the day and that meant n
Int to-all of us plaving together with
olir bedoved club.™

Indoed, the fnmil}l is steeped in
sporting tradition as her skster Bor-
nie is e mother of the former K
sanior hurling goalkeoper Daonal
Cusiack.

Marle looks back on her career
with pride. but believes more sup-
port &t gamds is still needed.

“The prosent-day players are a b
fitter but to me attendances at games
have not improved that much from

my time as all young peopbe want to
o s watch TV and play on thair lap-
tops an phones and o lot of ouidoer
sports have snffered inoa big way"
In 1979, Marie married Edmond
O'Donowan and they [ater had two
chiblren, Edmond Jar and Joanme,

......

After what was an [lustrions ea-

reir Marie netived in 1987 at the age
of 40 after playing at the top level for
H years,
Az ghe recalld those memorable
times, Marie says that an abiding
memaries s playing al the Cloyne
GAA pitch me o young girl with the
O vats Saturday 1 Woud g3 up

“Every Smurday [ would go up e
a puck-abopt at our pltch and nine
tHmes out of 10 Chiristy would be up
there,” sl sald.

- Today’s Leeside legend is former Cloyne-horn camngle
" ace and multiple All- Ireland winner Marie Costine

Costine will always

be Queen of Cloyne

Cork’s Marle Costine ciears the ball
during the 1373 Alk-freland camogie
final aginst Antrim.

i
| B Marie Costine [s the
| hodder of nine Cork senlor |
champlonship medals. 1
B Marie i= the aunt of the |

former Cork Senior horling
mﬁltwpcrmnaj g (s b
a

| B Cosline captaimed Cloyne
o win the Cork Intermedi-  ©
mfe camogie chimpionship |
o of I whens her six sisters |
O mlso played In the same ~

o eam.
3 B In 2004 Marie Costine wis
el v om thr camogzic fesm. B
af the centry ol & presenta- £
9 tion before 1000 guests at ,
the City West Dublin. B
B Marie retired from camo- B
giodn 1987 of the zpe of 40. 1

]

= o om |

B =i

“Christy would alwavs send mo
Invbos goal, aned of ficst his shots would
be tamie but when be gathered mo-
mentum his shots would pass nse ke
banllets always advising me that wrist
war Kk wis crucial,”

If Christy Ring is classod as the
Eing of Cloyne, then surely AMarke
Costine would have o be classed s
AT N

Hor sporting honours in camogie
mre another great chaptor inCloyne's
history.



| never took to the plastic hurleys =

Jill Horan,

Tipperary and
Cashel

¥ hanels are pretty okay — |
broke a conple of fingars back
in the day, but no surgery
nricededl. :

I ot & lew siitches over the eye O
timar when a ey cams in through the
faeemask, but in general I'd have been
Enoawn for being on the i'ﬂt"ﬁlhﬂl’!‘-
booking for the breaking ball.

When [ was playimg [ had ihe ususl
serapes and cuts but one difference be-
tween hurling and camogie is the loops
on a hurley are taped over in CAMOEIo,
so that helps — there aren’t &8 many
cuis.

I wask peared in America until 1 was
10, o Ehen we came back to my
father's famibly area, Drangan in Tip-
perary. In America my brother, sister
and I plaved tennis — my parents were
big into tennis — ns well a3 baseball.

That helped with the hand-we co=or-
dination, but when we moved home Wi
helbd the hurley like a baseball bat, the

Hurling hands

“wrong” way, like a gollgrip.

Our school principal William
O°Grady, who played for Tipperary
himself, houmaded ws into changing our
grip — though my sister never did —
and a5 a resyull it was sixth clnss in
school before 1 got ko with thak
changed grip, with ng the hurley
the opposite way to how I'd started.

I wouldn't say it was that challenging:
it was just a bit strange for a while, but
my brother and | practiced away, hit-

unguﬁ ﬁuumme wall, and we got the  97ip-
1 was a bit precious with my hurleys  liver the ball a bit further, chviously,
— Jimmy O'Brien in Drangan mads When [ moved to Duoblin | fell in with

them when | was growing up, but then |
used Torpey hurlors, A friend of
mine, Peter Moher, worked for Torpey™s
and would hivee golten hurlers for me.
I likeed my hrleys light, avound 21 or

Ballyboden S5t Enda’s for training for a

of years, and the plastic hurleys

were hugeat that time, a lot of girls wsed
{hiem mnd swore by tham.

I never really took to them, to beshon-

32 Inches, Starting off In my caneer eat. | tried one for a couple of training
likedl & very light hurley because I'was  sessions and found the touch ;gm
ingiilbe corner-forward, but as L mowved e L Bl wouild boumce too far off the
outfield towards midfield [ switched to plastic compared to the touch you'd get
 heavier hurdey because I needod to de-  with the traditional stick.

Jill Horan used to grip a hurley the ‘wrong way’ like a golf

-F Noreen Coen,

Athenry and
Galway

Iu. Ambition or talent — which
matiers more (o success?

AL T believe the twoare interiwined. Tt
was alwavs my ambition to play for
Galway at the highest level but
olwiously & cerinin degree of talent is

4111 to make that happon, Talent
will only o 5o far but ambition, drive,
amd determination ountweighs talent.

6. Who bs/was your sporting
menior?

| AL My family always had a houge in-
flucnee on me. My father started me off
layving when | was six years old. My
sister and brother enhanced my
competitive streak al home and my
mother roared from (he sideline! My
partoer and my brother-in-law have
hud o positive influenoe on me in recent
years. Numerous conches at club level
have also hoad a huge Influence on

the stick tn camogio, and Deirdre
wie able todo sowithout swinging
zhe was so cule af Lip-
ping her marker's hurloy ot of
thi way so she could catch the

wildly -

the touch wasn't the same’

1'dl have to use the same

Mary Leacy of Wexford. Fantastic in the

hurley and would usually air and always seamed able to readd the
have three: Twao I'd be EAMmE S0 - endling up in the right
comfprtable with and one place at the right time. Great hamis,
then as A back-up i it Clara as wall —she
caume to it e . was a player with a similar
When it comes to skills, F‘“ style to Mary.
I first came onto e scene - T Obviously backs are meant
with Tippetary as a kid ) tomark forwards rather than
amd wis teil with .~ the other way around, bt
how Deirire Hughes was Mary and Clara are the only two
able to cateh the ball over deferders T can remember being
defenders, becanse she % told — as a forward — to mark. It was
wisn't that tall. ¥ always someone's job tomark those twa
Another difference be- plavers in a game becanse otherwise
twoen camogie and hurl- they'd dominate the games. ;
ing is thai you can play You'd see some players and their

g T hands were 5o pood..., Joviia Delaney as

theball  agoalkesper would rarely i ever bat the
with her ball when it dropped inbe the poal. Sams
righthand ~ keepers would be touch and go under a

rather than mp ing ball and wouwld bat bt ot to be

hall hor left. Those : Iﬂ'lil'lfl abways put the hand up
: W ils and catch it.
D]i}:-'rrl.:‘ Eﬁfﬁ?ﬁiﬂ’ﬂ“ .g:ﬂgh?.ﬁﬁfu Katie Power has a great hand, so has
shie was so aware of 2 full-for- If 1 had to bor- Anne Dalton. Orla Cotter is the same —
ward going to tip her hurley row another she's tall enough to use that te her ad-
ra dropping ball that player'shandsfor ~ vantage, tea. o
ghe'd switch hands and catch one game, I'd say Interview: Michael Moyni

‘My sister and brother enhanced
my competitive streak at home’

me thronghout the ¥ears.

i, What ambitions do vou =till
haveT

A To win another All-Ireland senior
title with the current squad.

B, Where are 'f'nu happiest?

A Spending time with Family and
friends, With sport being pa over
the past few months, | kave been able to
spend 2 lol more time with my parents
which I valuo. T have a nlece and two
nephews that bring o muach fin and en-
jovment to my life — there is never a
dull moment! L am also extranely fortu-
nate to have & grost network of frbends,

i), What's vour guilly pleasive?

A Chocolnte!! Every yoar I give it up
for lent. Embarrassingly | sof my alarm
for 12.01am on Holy Thursday fodeveur
my Cadburys carame] Easter opg. For

anyone who isnt aveare lent finishes on

v Thursday!

@. The four
people yvou'd in-
vite ;n a dinner
janrty

A. Michael Jor-
dan — becanse [ am
obsessed  after
watching The Last
Dance. Rory's
Stories for the erale.
Beyoneé for the
sing-song after and
Birian O°Driscoll be-
canse averybody
lovies BODHA

. Il you could

Lockdown

. What advice
would you give your
1B-year-old sell?

A. Be voursell, Do not
mnrryiuii about t:ﬁ':
& perceive yoll
om and off the field. Do
not dwell. on . the
negatives, dust yourself

dowm and Ve on.

@. The one roesult
you'd change il you
could?

A. The Senior Club
Aldl-Treland firal in 3008,
We were beaten by

Lowdown

pick one superpower, what would it Cashel by two points. They had beaten
be?

us stgnificantly two years previously.

B ELLF

this is a privilege and a halfl! Simi-
lar d‘ielu';aﬂm wihth Theresa Maber
'+ and Ann-Marie Hayes in previous
VEArs.

@: Your manager's on a lie dotes-
tor, what's the first question you
. ask him?

: A. Applicable to all managers
— Why Is the corner forward
always the first one to go?

[+ f:;t piillrh: of yoor sport
" away from the game?

A. Learning to be disciplined and
resilient. The lifelong friendships
created, The All-Stars Tour to New
York tast year was a major kighlight
also! (Cheers Michelle Guilty and the
[ Camogie Association for the nod).

6. Out of 10, rste your satisfac-

In 2009 we had won our
fourth consecutive
county title, Woe were &
viery close-knit group. s
We felt we had a great |
chance that year, But |
unfortunately, In-
Juries, wepther condi-
tions, and mizsed

chanoes meant that it than
Wiks Bt our day. A. Generally, | am a happy parsain,
- A motto you § live ' I'mhappy in my work, in my relation-
Y ship, amd in my spart.
AL Treat others how vou - KLY Sie
widald Lk o be neatbed,
@: One team-mate you'd .
w'ft :.;ﬂ- '“'f {]'."“r H‘ﬁr 2 = Noreen Coen: Counts hersedf ludky to
Miamh Hannlffy -
toaerh waomn bl gays i how 1t &5 E_ have a great network of friends.



1 get such joy from sport’

AMY O'CONNOR

HAVE really pood memaories of

going to the Cork City Sports in

Piiire Ui Chaoimbh in primary

schaol and practising in the

witelts leading up to that every

r. My moast vivid memory of my

rat day in secondary school is get-

ting the top locker which was a bit of
a dizaster for me as [ was so small at
the tme.

1 was always a gooe child — sports-

mad and [ loved school. T was good at
rt and sub Hioe v
mistry and business bt was ab-
salutely dreadful at singing and any-
thing that involved music.

Ag for lessons [ learned during
school years that apply 1o my life
today? You will be rewarded for the
work that you put in and to always
try your best!

If 1 were to meel myseif as a kid, [
woukd say: The most important thing
I life is to be a pood, honest and car-
ing person and to ensure that no one
feels left out and befi behind, Treat
everyone how vou would ke to be
treated,

ML Lopdectt o, ol e
apply bW my Die : weal-
meent in your education pays the best

inferaest.

1 was lucky enough to have had
brilliant teachers, especially during
secondary school, Thers are four that
stand out and all for very differsnt
reasons, M Stuart Barry was my
rnaths teacher and also the school ea-
migie coach, He put a lot of time and
effort tn with me as [ missed quite a
bit of school playing soccer abroad
and use of his help outside of
class 1 was able to sit higher-level

 maths for my Leaving Cert, He also

ﬂ?nlih Feln%di e il wige and
gaid a fow things over the years
which I still think about teday.

s Eibhlis Lysaght was my busi-
ness teacher and again put 20 much
affort in with not only me but all of
her students. Our clags abeolutely
lowed Ms Lysaght and had so moch
respect for her. She taught me so
mch about organisation and beader-
ship.

Mu Rita Ferriter was my biology
and chemistry teacher and her
clisses were always so enbertabning.

She made these difficult subjects
casy and [ went on (o study phar-
macy in college and believe that it
was a5 & result of her making chemis-
try and bislogy so enjoyable to study,
I =till lnagh today af some of the
things that happened in her class.

s Maughton was our guidance _
counsdllor in fifth and sixth vear and
encourages] me to seck out a scholar-
ghip to college. She helped me in 5o
mniy ways during the application

nierview process and 1 was aw-
arded the uarcus schoelarship in

Cork senior camogie
_ |pRayer and AN Star Amy

0'Connor, Plcture:

InphafDan Sheridan

UCE for the entire duration of my
sindlies.

I think | actually only ever went fo
afe school dlsmaslalmm:n-lr Tiated
anything like that® [t was the night of
our Junior Cert results,

Growing up, all [ ever wanted todo

@Sport teaches us
such valuable life
lessons like
discipline and
resilience and I
would encourage
everyone to get
involved

was b a Cork senior camogic playver
and the joy [ pel from sport. os-
pecially camogic, issomething lean't
describe=o falways knew it would be
A big part of my life.

1 dbefinktely didn always knoow |
wotild el up working in the Neld |
am working in. [ studicd Pharmacy
in UCC and did a Maszters in Phar-
macy with the Roval College of Sur-
geons and now ['m working with a
technology company who fogus on
internal emploves communications,

1 abways thowght I'd end up work-
ing in the pharmacewtbeal industry
or sumething to do with medicine —
and maybe someday | will — bat for
now I'm delighied to be irying some-
thing totally mew Lo me.

1t 1s & challenge but 1t will stand to
me in the fture and when the oppor-
tunity arase, | knew that these oppor-
tunities won't always come knocking
50 [ jumped at it. I'm earrently work-
ing with Workvive and the people 1
work with are unbelievably talented
ak what they do.

Asfﬂrlhli'ﬂﬁ!tmnﬂhmﬁ. lt'-h:-'lilll
day o peaple bo Ly a ¥
slower of life hecanzse before we
kmowe 1t, we will all be back ranning
and racing everywhore. Enjoy ithe
timespent with family, we may never
gt this much time again!

talzoteaches us such valuable
life ns such as discipline anmd re-
silience and 1 would onom
everyona o gpet invelved in sport —
it anly For their physical health buat
alzo for thelr mental health.

B Amy O'Conner is a Cork Senior camo-
gie plipar and All Star Shi is Gurrently
warking with Cork company Warkive,

IN CONVERSATION

WITH EVE KELLIHER




» Linda Mellerick

ALL Gaelic football, hurling, and
camogie coaches throughout
the city and county are being
asked to help the GAA to deliver
improved coaching education
and development throughout
its clubs.

It surely hag been a time for reflee.
tham and focus on development dur-
ingg this pandemic. 11 pood to take a
e back and take tock anc i there
= anyEhing that Covid-19 has given
s, 175 the time o do this, in all as-
'pects of life, not just sport,

With all of us foreed to slow down,
ofher areas have taken our focus. in
what the GAA savs is the biggest

lesaching survey condocted in [rish

sport, the organisation has joined
forees with the Comogie Association
and the Ladies Gaelic Football As-
socintion to “help shape the futurs
developament of Gaclic games".

The survey will be undertaken
aver the next three weeks and the
GAA savs conches at every level are
belng urged to make thelr voices
heard vin the enline survey,

GAA coach education officer Dr
Peter Horgan says conches play an
imporiant tole in gaelic games, pro-
viding support and guidance for
their teams and players and none
muore so than in the current suspen-
shian of petivities.

“We are Interested in feedback
from coiches on thelr coaching ex-
perience, thelr coaching practice,
and how coaches see coaching into
the futwre. We are also very inter-
ested in coaches” experience of coach
education, and whal coaches foel are
thelr own learning needs.”

Those people who have dropped
out of coaching are also part af this
siirvey to help the GAA understand
why they are no bonger coaching and
whether there i3 anything that can
it in |'||.'|.-|‘.'|.- to enconrage them back
into eoaching,

The GAA is targeting more than
10,000 responzes, "making it one of
the most comprehensive coaching
shyilies ever undertaken. ™

The gurvey will take place online,
and the GAA says it s complefely
aronymo, and confidential.

President of the Camogie Associ-
atlon, Kathleen Woods, sivs this ime
portant research will give the GAA
greal insight intoe the world of its
coaches througheut the gaelic games
fanily,

*Coaching is a vocation to many
volunmteers and they provide expert.
iz, support, enthusiazm, and guid-
Auca o plni-tw within our guimes af
all wges and levels of the game, (o en-
able playors to enjfoy our Eames as
much as possible and to reach thelr
fuell peodenatial,

LGFA Preskdent Marie Hickey savs

r P i
-
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Kathleen Woods, Camogle Asseciation President, says thisim

It iz “Imperative comches are
cquipped with the tools which will
allow them to develop our sport.

“Coaching is & multl-faceted discl-
pline, with key skills and qualities
required to fulltl the rake.

“In that regard, research thai ex-
plores best practice and education
shiould be welcomed and embraced.

“1 woatld encourage as many of our
coaches as possible to engage with
thie survey, and vour feedback wedll
prove invaduable, 1 look forward to
the rezulea that emergt fmom what is
sure to be a substantial body of
work.”

The GAA says that over the Ixst
voar the GAA, the Camogie Assoct-
ation. and the LGFA have been devel-
oping a new introduction to coaching
gaclic gamos award that will eperate
across all of the codes.

To continee that development, it is

important it builds its programmes
on selid information on the pole and
experiences of copches within our
pEames.

Thiz survey is for coaches of all le-
vels involved in the geelic games as-
sociations of camogie, hurling, hand-
ball, gaelic fosthall, Indies gaelic foot-
ball, and rounders,

The survey is available online
through Gaa.le, Camogie.ie, and
LGFAbe as well as the GAA Learning
site — learning gaa.de, or email ga-
miesdevelopment@yan.ie

Meanwhile, phase 2 did not initiate
small group GAA training. Earier
last week the GAM stated: "W do not
E"n'l.'iﬂ."lge a redurn o traindng in small
groups [n plnse (wo and pliches and
playlng areas are to remain closed,”
e assockation enid.

“However, as per the governmeni
roadmap, this may be reviewed In

5 =

portant research will give the GRA

phase three,”

There are plenty of open flelds for
which people in general can have a
puck around. If you pass any open
field you'll see well over a dozen
Fle-:u le of all ages ]playlr:g SOCCER,

urling or football in their own
growps of four whils maintadning dis-
tance and that's ok as por govern-
ment guidelines.

The GAA also confirmed that it
will publish its ‘Return to Safe Activ-
ity Document’.

This decument will require appro-
val from the government’s own ex-
pert group on ‘Return (o Sport”.

Thizs group currently considers
gaeklc games a ‘phase 4° sport. How
ever, general freking is that we may
s some restrictions to training
lifted in phase 4

Mo one i keener to return to
garmes and general games-related se-

GAA family pitch in
or coaching project

-._.— e |
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agreatinsight into the workd of it coaches throughout the Gaelic games family.

thvity, but this will only be consider-
ed when it I8 acceptable to do so to
maximize the safety and well-being
of our players, members and wider
society,” the association Mnished

The camogie assockation moat defl-
nitely will not move before our GAA
brothers. They are all on the one ad-
visory board. There are talks thai
club pctivity will start first. We cold
witll see the inter-county camoegie
segeon commencing in October.

1ts 25 vears sinee Cork beat Kilken-
ny in the 19%5 final and that feam
were das to be honoursd on All-Tre-
land final day on September 6
Whether that goes ahead is anyone's
griess, but we'll have s reanion all the
game. We could be wearing the
waally hatz in November or De-
cember on All-Irsland day. [t cer-
tainly is a steange one



& Linda Mellerick

NOW that we have a return to
GAA roadmap, the Cork camo-
gle board met last Menday to
start planning their 2020 com-
petitions.

The first thing they did was emnail
all elubs to confirm that they are still
partaking in this year's competi-
tions.

It isn't a foregone conclusion that
all clubs or divisions will pick up
where they left off and T think it was a
wise call to determine that before the
officials start putting club names
into the bowl.

Cork will be rFunning their club
championships frst and will glve

yclubs the option of continuing the
league into the winter months,

I£'11 b a backdoor scenario in all
championship grades. The inter-
medizte championship was orig-
inally & round-robin format, Eac
teann 15 guaranteed two games. There
are no draws made yet.

The hoard will meet again tonkght
whers the clubs will, by then, have
confirmed that they are entering this
year's championships and the of-
ficers hope to carty out the new
draws via Zoom towards the end of
this week.

The plan Is that championship
games will commence lowards the
end of week one in AugUsL

Speaking with Marlan MeCarthy
garlier this week on the timelines
pround the champlonship, her hope
i that they will get the club cham-
plonships finished in time and ahead
of the infer-county start-up in O
tobT.

T glve the inter-county plavers a
bit of space you wonld be looking at
lateé September at the latest to finish
ciuk Tfma:s.

If the inter-county championshi
also bocomes knockout, who Cor
are paired against in round 1 would
have o big bearing

There would be a considerable dif-
forence in being agalnat Clarg
than Galway or nny.

The crossover with the siart of the
inter-county start-up is very tight.
Inter-couniy manigers ars gniuﬂ:‘u
want thelr players from, Septembar
14 and [t's going to cause probloms
and friction. -

The board can only do iis best.
These are unusual times and we're

jall going to have to work together to
get the best for all players. Re-
ymember that we bave a & gnificant
number of dual players and diial
clubs

ft isn't just about club and Inter-
jounty camogie. It's about club and
interscounty ladics foothall too and
Jt's going to be a huge headachi: for
county boards.

Clubs and players are going to
have to accept that these are the

i
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Plans for the season
will be put in place

it

wmﬁnprrﬂhhhﬂ;;nﬂm has said that the championship won't spill into 2021, but wre veill b2 operating on a very tight schedule.

cards we are dealt with anvd thers will
be no postponing of fAxtures once
fixed, {or any reason,

The gap between games will be
ghorter than usual too, This will hit
divisional players where they may be
expected to line out at senior divi-
sional level one day and with thelr
owr clib at intermediate or junior
Tewel the maxt

_But something's gotta ghve, We all
must afq:rm:m:e ihat the room for
floxibility iz tight., As always tho
poard will do thefr best but they
aren’ it magicians.

1 laugh when I think that this is the
first yvear no club is golng to have to
worry about player’s holidays.
That's a first.

Az pltches will be at a premium
thank goodness for Castle Road. Wo
will meed it more than ever and
thankfully it's a fantastic pitch that

ean hold a number of games night
affer nkght

Aned that's how our champlonships
will play out in order to get them
completed, Night after night. Avail-
ability of referdes will be a problem
I'd imagine.

imter-county training is commeanc-
ing on September 14 with competi-
tive activity starting on October 17,

The GAA should have given mors
thowzht to that. The overrun is going
tir canse headaches.

Az of vet we've had no update from
the niational Camogie Assccintion.
While they'll go parallel with the
GAA P'm sure, asof yet with regands
format or fixtures we have no indi-
eation of those and we need to know
that asap,

[ understand that there is o fix-
tures mecting on Wednesday and
that's welcomed as, at this point,

managers need o know if they in-
tensd to finish the minor champlon-
ship, start the U8 championship and
many other things besides.

There's af awinl lof we have yet (o
know. President of the association,
Kathleen Wonds, sald that the canio.-
gie championships won't spill over
into 2020, The GAA on the ather hand
say that thelrs will, Spilling over ks
golng to affect 20&1 For many (eams,
particularly those thak reach the
Iabter stages of the chum:lhmﬂipiﬁﬂr
feaguas — whichever goes firsi.
There'll be no break or start-up
winter iralning.

Having said that, there'll ke no
need for winter training as fitness e
vels will be high 1Es the winter pori:
ol however when plavers’ strength
and conditloning routines fnke place.

[i's hard enough to rofain titles.
15711 b even harder In 2021,

Culdlellnes must vt be recelved on
socinl distancing in grounds. 5o, we
don’t know yil hiow many spctators
welll b allowed Into Costls Hoad. The
two metre distancing gaps may be
highlighted, but in general, people
are just going to have fo fake per.
sonal responsihiliy.

In everyday 1ife we can't mark ol
two metres all over the coantry
Peope can't be spoon fed. Individusal
responsibiilily must be parareune.

Everything will be happening to-
Fm:ru.'r_ A 1ve no doubE (I be very

pusirating at fimes. Excusa the
fromy, but 1 can see pecples tempera-
tulres soaring.

Iy this time next week, we should
all b iy clear on how our inter.
county and club scene will run with
fizctaires and dates Mnalised.

It cortainly §sa year with o diffor-
SI0E.



Roadmap sets out
the return of camogie

CAMOGIE

B Linda Mellerick

THE club camogie champion-
ship draws will be made tonight

on the Cork camogie Facebook
page.

All clubs will have recelved nofifi-
cation with a link to connect. It's
amazing how exciting this i=s. It's
great o feel we're coming back.

There are 17 teams taking part in
the senior champlonship, 14 clubs
anid three divisions.

Muskerry and Avendhy have now
pwithdrawn. Twelve clubs will par-
tnke in the intermedinbe and junkor A
jchampionships, 10 in junior B and 15
in jum

As mentioned last week all cham-
pionships will be knockoul with a

jhackdoor system, guaranteeing
clubs two games,

The Camogle Assecistion had ar-
ranged a national fixtures moeoting
for last Toesday nkght, but it was can-
celled. They wanted o walt until
phase three was given the all-clear
an June 20 and fow that we have
that, and more, we can expect Tix-
tures to be made in the next weok or
50,

Over 2,500 tiened in o s Befurn to
Flay weblnnr led by Eoghan Tushy,
the GaA developawsnt co-ordinator,
Shay Bannon Chairperson of the
Covid-19 Advisory group and Fear-
gal MeGlll, GAA director of plaver,
clubis and games administration last
Tuesday evening.

With Taolseach Loo Varndkar's an-
nowncemnent sl Friday regarding
close contact sport being given the
ali-chear on June 29, we wonder now
If the GAAd will bring forward their
plaving protocals,

They were operating & fow weeks
behind Government guidelines anys
way, What they probably will do
owever 15 pull in the date for close
contact training and possibly the
#art dates for club compeditions,

Maybe inter-county eompetitions
fow, bt that's less likely,

Their guidelines last week were
that in phase three and four there i=
ne access to chianging resms. Stais
have shown that yvou are 19 times
miore likely to contract the coronavi-
rus indoors than outdoors, Players
from separate households are ad-
vised not to travel together.

Mo indoor meatings will be allowed
during these siages.

Before returning, ench supervisor,
eflicer, manager, coach, player, or

parent of a child, medical personnel,
jreferes or anyone else present to run
a segsion/game must eomplete a
health questionnaire online oF in
hard copy returned to the Covid-15
ppuperviserh This is to be filled out
just onee,

Each player or parent will be

ukred tosipn o declaration at each
5l went seaslon o confirm their
health statns his pot changedl.

/
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Full details of the online system for
the questionnaire will be circalated
thiz week.

There will be an electronic learn-
ing module which eich of the above
personnel must also complete before
refurning.

Each team must have a nominated
Covid-19 nulgan:s.:rr. I think that will
b difficult for many clubs,

The GAA roadmap is conslstent
with the government rosdmap. Any
delay in the government roadmap
will delay Gaelle ganwes further,

As GAN pitehos opon up around
the country next Monday, training is
to b in =mall groups of 10 with two
coaches and no contact allewed (un-
less this changes). Players must ar-
rive and deopart !umﬂpﬂd oL

Omly players and management are
permilted eniry to the grounds,
Underage players must be dreapped

L

Amy 0'Connor takes a break during a recent improvised training session. The Cork star will be soon by back in organised sessions for her club and county. Picture: INFHO

off amtl collecied. There Is no sharing
of water bottles,

Phase 4 on July 30 will 2é¢ a refum
to contact tralning (f not pulled ink
Competitive games are al
duly 31, however if clubs want to run
challenge games during those 11
dﬂ_\fs fh:l::r are permitted to do so.

s he Iit‘-"crh ment has u:id lhf;

¥ envisage spectators, but on
e can social distance. From
July 30, they hope for gatherings of
500 outdoors, with distancing In
mind. The GAA will follow Govern-
ment Ekilelines,

There 5 no Covid officer as such,
They arg called Covid supervisors
and the number of Covid supervisers
ism't proportional to the size of the
club. Each team musi have ane re-
paridless,

Clubs should not Invest in ther-
maméters. There {2 no requirement

for clubs to check tem res on-
site. That's a huge relief for clubs.
The onus is on the Individual or par-

nnt-"funrﬂi.nn.

It 15 strongly recommended that
hand dispensers be provided in the
car park, toflets, entrance to pitch

and pitch-shde. However, hand wash-
wil

Lithes and anti-bactorial soap
slfice, That's no harm. You'd bo
amazed at the number of chabs yvou'd
vizit with no soap in the toilets.
If someone at a iraining session
turns ot o be Covid positive, Fear-
advised that one of the things that
Impartant to point out is that there
Iz “close contact’ and "casual contact”,
A close contact with someone who
has the virus means you mst seli-
izalate fior fourfeen daye. You do mot
have to self-isolate I your contact

hias been easual, you miest jiest mond-
tor your own health for the following

14 davs, While awaiting clarification
from Government Foargal said that
the likelilood is that in the sporting
context outdoors, Ie vou have
been training with would be egn-
sidersd casual contact as opposed fo
close contact.

The onus is on clubs to re that
everyone entering thelr facilities for
training / ﬁlﬂ yvin rposes have

beded € modle,

Players can’triin with multinle
teamns withif the cluband ther is no
resirictivn on the number of toams
that a coach can be fnvelved with.
The advisery group s satisfied
that the risk of transmission vin

1 I8 low. Equipment shotild
i) dded and sanitised

m;ynm has a role to play, 1t |s
the personal responsibility of each
participant toensure s safe reinz, o
contact sports.



Complaints of age discrimination

Eoghan Cormican

Inter-county minor ca ? man
have E‘aJlE!:lE'-lllﬂiE mmwmmﬁ
by rowr back on bis declsion to cancel this
virar's All-lreland minor championship,
A Camopie Association staleiment re.
Heased on Monday ovening confirmed
the cancellation of the 2020 All-Ireland
minar (U6 champéenship,; the opening
o rounds of which were played in late
anid earky March.
Alinor comgpetitions will be organised
on & proviicial basis whon inter-county

activity resumes in October, but minor
HanRagers are adamant thie Alllreland
championship most not be done away
with and can be reformatied fo fit into
the irancated inter-connty seascn,
Cork manager Jerry Wallace —
physical trainer when the county won
back-to-back All-Trelamnd hurling titles
im 2004 and “08 — said miner camogle
managers have been i communication
with one another slnee the announce-
miént on Moenday evening and will con-
tinue (0 lobdy camogie top-brasa ol
such thme as the decision to abandon

the minor champlonship i reversed,

Wallgee has wrilten to Camogle
Associntion Ard. Stldrthddr Sinénd
Mebulty, deseribing the declsion as age
discrimination given the lnrge number
of plavers in sach squad eurrently (n
thiedr kst vear of minor,

“[ Fully apprecite the foctore and or-
ganisational quandroms of running
compaiitions over o aliort period of
time, Saying this. the Camogle Associ-
affom nid allow the difficulties of
the pandomic or logistical concerns to
stop a-championship that started in

over cancelled minor camogie

Febroary from completion. Play the
games,” e wrote.

If the All-Ireland minor champion-
ship was restarted undér its original
format, seven weekends would bo
reqitined to concluda the competition,

Wallace insfsted he and other
managers have no problem with a more
condensed format coming on stream.
Buit to uphold the decision to cancel the
competition owteight would. he warned,
“Mm! the spirit of voung camogie

YITS”,
“Mot allowing them to finkah thls

Journey ks not rght, especially when it
can be finished. It ia dyvmamite.” the 2010
ard 2019 All:Ireland minor winning
manager fold the Irish Examiner.

“A Whais App group, bringing to-
gether minotr managers, has beon sat
u?ﬁﬂwn'ona is absolutely dismayed at
what has happened. We are lobbying as
mitteh g we cnn to pet this decktion re-
versed. What will this decislon do to
each player’s development and progres-
sion? It certainly won't have a positive
impact.

“Whether the Camogie Association

hasqu:.mlluﬁm Iﬂ;gl:thﬂl? lhirms-
aver of minas p rs playing jnnior,
intermediate, or senlor in ofher coun:
ties where they are allowed to do so, T
skt Emaow, bt theat does naot mean they
should dismizs this competition.

“Our understanding is the next meot-
ing of the azsociation is af the beginning
off met woek

“Between now and then, [ have as
ﬂEIIIbCI.I there will be a valume of ri
sent into county boards to ¢
this decision of the national muliﬁ
to abanvdon this competition,”

Excitement as championship pairings determined

The live camogie draws on the Cork Camogle Fan-
Pﬂﬁ“ﬂ Monday night were brilliamnt.

e excltement was palpable; 1t should be done
this way every vear, Thore was great anticlpation
among players and tuned in by the dozens.

Mormally, the delegates attend the draws
and send texts via WhatsApgp 1o thelir groups on who

thelr club was drawn nst. But theme was excite-
ment oo in seeing i and how other clubs fared
and, overall, It worked a treat.

Thers are a few mouth-watering clashes.
Champions Sarafields will loak to hald on to their
crown amd-face a strong Glen Rovers challenge while
Heworstown, in their first senbor vear, will face the

tal Kilbeagh.
meeting of 5t Finbares and Douglas i3 almost
an annua] event now and they never 1o ecile 18
while Milford and Inniscarra in particular will be
o reach the pinnacie once again.

CAMOGIE

B Linda Mellerick

There are four weeks to walt balore threw-in.

The champlonship pairings are as follows:

W Round 1: Seandiin v Carbery; Winners v Imo-
killy; Winner to round throee,

B Round & (D) Courcey Rovers v Cloughduy; (E)
HEilleagh v Newcestown; {F) Milford v Eice O (G}
Ballincollig v Inniscarra; (H) Glen Rovers v Sars-
felds; (1) 5t Finbarr's v Dougins; (0} Ballygarvan v 51
Catherine’s.

B Losors’ Round: 1 v G; E v runpers-up of division-
al rovind; Dv H; Fw .

There are 17 teams participating in the senior
championship, 14 clubs and three divisions.

While no fixtures have been fnalised, the chim-
plenahip will start the weskond of July 24 50 all clubs

have been pat on nothos. There will be extre

all gamis and if the sides are sill deadlocks NG reviE'Wing

point further extra time will take place

VT geened. ateperson of tre JECISION 1O SCrap

board, asked that clubs work with them duri - =
u.:lpr'r:t.tdh;:nlrd times ps venues and referee Cha mDIGnShlp
at a preminm.

2 Tmolkdll mmﬁ'“' e m}?r:iﬁ ik Camogle
and Imokilly, and they play their own mi
Eﬂ:ﬁipﬁ?ﬂm;m&mm. Eﬁwnmln aure drawr

Y the winmers Imakilly. h

The overall winner advances to round the Eoghan Cormican
the runmers-op will move to the losers” rom A Camogie Association sintemont re
1.‘.I:I'|.|!a'r IZI:.'IE' divisbonal sides et ane chance o leased Lo the frish Examiner indicates
but, on this occasion, possibly to bala there will be mo roversal of the declsion
numbers, tha runners-up gt a second bi 1o cancel this vear’s All-Irsand Minor
cherry amd advance to the sers' round. Camoghe Champlonship.

Lot the games begin.

All-Treland camogie to start in October

IF Cork are to win the All-Ire-  before progressing to the
land senior camogie champi-  knockout stages. There will be
onship this vear, then they'llbe  no automatic promotion/rele-
playing deep into December.  gation in the 2020 All-lreland
After reviewing its national championships.
fixtures schedule the Camogie Cork last won the All-Ireland
Association has confirmed the — senior title in 2018 and were
arrangements being made for  knocked out in the semi-finals

national competitions for the
remainder of 2020 in light of

last seaszon, bur they will be
seen ag one of the froat-rid-

the disruptions to this year’s  ners in this vear's champion-
calendar as a result of the Cov-  ship.
id-19 pandembe. It’s been confirmed, too, that
The 2000 Liberty Insuranee  the 2020 Littlewoods Ireland
All-Treland championships will  Camogie Leagues which began
rake place between October  inFebruary have now been can-
and December. The exact for-  eclled. Paudie Murray's Cork
mat and daves of these compe-  team had starced with two wins
titions will be finalised in the  intheir opening twomatchesin
coming weeks, The competl-  Division 1.
tions will beginon a round-rob- While there will be com-
in basis with increased groups  petitions on a provincial ba-

gis at minor level, there will
be no 2020 Alldfreland minor
champlonships, which is dis-
appointing news for Cork who
had won the last two minor A’
titles, backboned by a number
of West Cork players.

Also, the 2020 All-Ireland
16 championships will take
place between October and De-
cember, and the exact format
and dates of these competi-
tions will be finalised in the
coming weeks.

The 202002021 AIE All-Tre-
land club championships will
proceed as normal but with a
revised calendar thar will run
into 2021, Again, the exact for-
mat and dates of these compe-
titions will be finalised in the
coming wecks,

L

Aoife

d

The decision to serap this year's
minor champlonship. the opening fwo
rounds of which were played in
Febroary and March, has been mot
with wideapresid opposltlon sinee I was
announced on K ¥e

Cork manager Jercy Wallace, in a
letier to Camogic Associalion Arnd
Sthirtholr Sindad MeRolty, described
the declsion as age discrimination.

An online petition o have the com-
petition reinstated had garmeored almost
S 000 signetures at the fime of writing

Buit despite this groundswell of public
suppori, || appears the Camoghe Assoc)-
atton will nod e backiracking on its in-
itinl decision.

When contacted by the frish Exam-
frer, a Camogle Assoclation spokesper-
son gave e indieatbon that the deciskon
o cancel the minar championship will
be roviewred, much less reversod.,

CThis spokespersen sakd that “dlifeul
declsions have hmd 1o be made so as to
maximise the opportunities for all
membears of the association to partici-
pate in enmoghe in the remalinder of

One af the reasons clbed for the can-
cellation of the minor championship is
the crassover of minor players who ang
also invalved with thelr caunty junior,
intermediate, or senior set-up.

Running the minor championship
coneurrent (o the All-Irelind junior, -
termediate, and sendor champlonsh
during a truncatedwindaw 18, accoril-
ing to the assockation, "not possihie™,

“Tn light of the challengpes posed by
Covlid19, the focus of the association
has been to Mrstly relurn our gams to
activity at clubh kevel, nt all a ‘which

place from now until mid-Cee
tober as outlined in the "Safe Refurm o
Gawelbe Goines' roadmap,” the Camogle
Asssciation stated.

"Given the limited timeframe in
which to run cempetitions at all levels
in the remaipder of 00, 1 = not poss-
Able bo run this vear's All-lrelad minee
champlonzships cutside of provineial
Jewel, particulary given (he crossover
of many minor feams with acdult infer-
county teams which would also be oc-




The Cork minar camogie squad celebrate with the trophy last season. The Camogie Association has opted not to have a championship this winter.

Cork boss upset
as minor title off

THE Camogie Association's announog-
ment on Wednesday night that the
minor AllIretand champlonship has
been cancelled for 2020 was grected
with shock across the country,

That's particularly the case [or
Cork. who won the title in 2018 and
2% and pat huge work in this season
to iry and make it thires in a row.

County boards and managers ame up
in-arms and it is dominating social-
media conversation. The reasening is
haffling, because the championship is
alremdy amder way.

Cork minor manager, Jerry Wal-
lace, sakd that he was very upset.

Illquhnwfm ey inﬁmlaled with phnne-ri
calls 1 upset pla ; nts, an
clitbs, The decision m:ﬁf the All-
Ireland minor championahip is

m Linda Mellerick

wirong,” Wallaoe said,

“In my view, this is age discrimina-
tary, The young ladies representing
thelr comties, for the most, will leave
this age group in December 2020, They
will never play minor again,” said the
Midleton elub man.

“I fully appreciate the Mxiures and
organizational dilemma to running
compaetitions over a short perled of
time, bat, saying this, the Camogle As-
sociation should nod allew the diffical-
ties of the pandemic, or logistical or-
ganizational concerns, stop a cham-
plonship that started in February 2020

Trom competition,” YWallkage said.

“The county boards were hit with
thls-last night, with no discission on
warning This is the first notification
thoy ot that the miner champbonsh
wis being pulled and the leapoes dis-
continuaed, They could not believe It 1
don't know who took this decigion or
what was the basis behind i, but 1
think it's an absolute disgrace. T lave
nngr‘s&ml agenda. 1 have no daught-
er invalved, but I'm going to keep tey.
ing to get this decision reversed, be-
canse | think It's wrong.™

The Camogie Association has staled
that a provinelal minor champonship
and the U186 All-lIreland champlonship
will take place between October and
December, et neither competition has
started yet. Why start a provincial

Picture; INFHOVEyan Byrmi

championship that deesn't hold hall
the atraction for players and stop an
All-Ireland championship that is
under way? If makes no sense and 1
think it's the worst call possible.
l'aarh;andwﬁ:[{;_ﬂll_j. lillll_fslllgltﬂﬂfmi
drop-off in sport 5 TTOT
group is highlighted. Some of these
8 will never get a chance fo repne-
gent thelir county again in an All-Tne-
land championship. Only a handiul
will goon to represent their counties at
a higher level, vet we take that oppor-
tunkty away from them.

The only age group to have been
robbed of playing = minor. 1s it be-
cause that age group can cross over a
number o teams? Cotk are going for
three in a row. I'm so disappointed for
miner players all over the country.

Newcestown_ and Carbery discover opponents

BY KIERAMN McCARTHY

MNEWCESTOWN have been
handed a tough epening-round
tig in the 2020 county, camogie
senior championship.

Last year's county inter-
mediate winners, who got the
better of Enniskeane in the fi-
nal, will take on 2019 senior
semi-finalists Killeagh in the
second round of this year's sen-
ior chamipionship.

There s already the potential
of a Carbery derby between
Meweestown and the Carbery
divisional side, which bowed
out at the quarter-final stage
last season,

If Neweestown lose their
first-round game, they will go

into the losers” round and they
will take on the runners-up in
the divisional seetbon — this is
a roumd-robin. group with Gar-
bery, Seandin and Imokilly
involved. Carbery will ke on
Seandun and then Imokilly,
and the overall winner of this
mini-group advances 1o round
threcwhile the unner-up takes
on the loser of Newoestown v
Kilkeagh.

Seventeen teams will line
aait ot the start of the senfor
camogic champlonship which
8 cypecied to throw-in in Inte
July, There will be extra time
in all games, and further cxtra
time il needed. In the club see-
tion there ane zeven round two
games with the winners moving

CAMOGIEDRAWS

into round three amd the losers
petting a second chance in the
losers=round,
The senbor draw s as follows:
Round 1 {divisions): A, Se-
andiin v Carbery: B, Carbery v
Imokilly; C. Scanddin v Imokilly
Round 2: I, Courcey Rov-
ers v Cloughduy; E. v
Newoestown; E. Millord v Eire
O G, Ballincollig v Inniscarra;
H. Glen Rovers v Sarafiedds; 1,
51 Finbare's v Douglas; 1 Bally-
garvan v 5t Catherine's.
Losers' Round: | v G; E v
runners-up of divisional-round;
DvH:FvlL

Meamwhile in the county in-
termediate camogie champion-
ship, Enniskeane meet Ballyhea
in the opening round, Clonak-
ilty take on Brian Dillons, Valley
Rovers meet Blackrock while
Kilbrittain/Timoleague play
Carrigaline. There is a back-
door in this champicnship.

I gl 2020 county Junior A
draw, Ballinascarthy play Ball-
inhassig while Barryroe take on
Mallow. In the Junior B draw,
Meweestown 2 meet Bride Rov-
ers in the first round and the
winner here plays Millstreet in
the second round.

i



L DEATH NOTICE

The death has occurred of Eileen O'MAHONY (née Duffy)
Clontarf, Dublin / Glasnevin, Dublin

O"MAHONY (née Duffy) Eileen (Clontarf, Dublin and formerly of Bolanic Avenue, Glasnevin)
June 28th 2020. Peacefully in the tender and compassionate care of the staff in Maran House
Mursing Home. Pre-deceased by her husband Dermot, daughter Sheila, sisters May, Kay,
Rosaleen, Pauline and brother Billy. Deeply regretted by her daughters Niamh and Grainne,
relatives, friends, neighbours and the Celtic and Dublin Camogie Family.

Due to government advice regarding public gatherings, a private funeral will take place but can

be viewed online at 11am on Thursday July 2nd at hifps:fwww stiohnsclontart. ieivebeany’, A
memaorial Mass to celebrate her life will take place at a later date. House private,

“Ar dheiz Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis”

Camogie legend Eileen O'Mahony has died

Updated / Monday, 29 Jun 2020 17:52

Eileen O'Mahaony, nee Duffy, was on the Camogie Team of the Century

Eight-time All-Ireland camogie championship winner Eileen 0'Mahony has died.

The Dublin native, who played as a goalkeeper, was named on the Camogie
Association’s Team of the Century in 2004,

O"Mahony's career with the Dubs lasted lrom 1949 Lo 1557, during which time she
picked up eight All-Ireland medals and captained the team to victory in her final year.

Born in 1930, 0'Mahony, nee Duffy, won five Dublin championships with the Coolock-
based Celtic camogie club.

The citation at the awards ceremony back in 2004 said O'Mahony was "quick to react
between the posts, sure and confident, she had a great understanding with her backs,
her lengthy clearance and long puck out were other features of her game."

Exciting

ties at all
grades in
camogie

m Mary Newman

THIS year's chety champlonship
formals R Been changad wah
all io ba piayed on o back docd
systam with firsl-nound winnars
aing to round thred and losers
playing off in round two.

Evisny yaas the draws Ihiow up
eaciling parings and this season
is no excapiion and theos anm
some imenasting gasmas bo ook
farward 10 from July 24.

INTERMEDIATE

LLagt maascn’s boaten finalists
[Enniskaans will be detarminod
10 go ong botter this year. They
will 1ake on newly-promoied
2019 junios A champsons Bally-
e, YWakergrasshill, in thoir sec-
ond seasan al inlermadiabe, wil
be hoping o make lurther prog-
ros, bt they face a kugh
AP BRAINSL AN Gvar impniy-

Enn'mndrsﬂmuﬂ Ma Plar-
. Brian Dillgn's meed Clon-
iy, Blackrock meat Valoy
Repedrs, and Kilbrittaan Tima-
lsague will face Carmgaine.
JUMNIOR
Thase ada fve jurdor grades and
players of all grades are well ca-
tamd for with junice A, B, G, jun-
jor 13-a-side. and o second adull
paprm's championship for clubs
who wand b compate on the
samia ol &s other clubis with
spcand laams.

JUNIOR A

Thszre will b six cpening rounds
mjm.ﬁ.ﬂh121ﬂmﬁgfﬁiﬂ‘
for a place in round thres, Balli-
rora worn tha juniar B titla last
geason and they will ralish the
challenge which Newtownshan-
cﬁl'l.lmﬂl!ﬂﬂ:-'ﬁ Wil
moat Balbnascarhy, ksl yoar's
dedeated finalists

mieed Sars’ sacond 1eam, who
weng winneds of the second jun-
b teams championship 1851 saa-

SO

Banryros e anotherssda who
have mada the slep down 1o jun-
jor A arsd they moed Mallow who
dropped o0 juniar in 2019, Ban-
taeer will ment Trachon while 51
vincont's meat Sliabh Aua.

JUNIOR B

- and Chstishons will moel
P winrsats, vhits Cobh wil taks
on Inniscarma’s socand tenm,

JUMNIOR €

Siiegn beams will contest the
junier G champaonship and,
sch is tho strangih of Innise-
um.mﬂmhﬂﬂmm




‘You can drive past the pitch
now and the gates are open’

Courceys goalkeeper Sinead O'Reilly is glad to be back training after challenging few months

BY KIERAMN McCARTHY

SINEAD O'Reilly is a frontline
herowhowill guard the backline
for Courcey Rovers in the up-
COoming county senior camagie
championship.

In sport, she's Courceys goal-
keeper. By profession, she's a
nurse at Bandon Community
Hospital. It's been a demand-
ing few months for the Bal-
linspittle woman (28), as the
Caovid-19 pandemic gripped the
country, but this week she was
back training for the first time
in months, making Monday's
might session before heading
imto night shifts, Being back on
the pitch felt like a step forward.

The draw for the senior couns
ty camogie championship was
made last week and Courceys
drew Cloughduy in the opening
round = that felt like another
stiep forward,

*You can drive past the pitch
now and the gates are open, and
it's that bit more welcoming,
sinead says.

“It has been a super hard time
for so many people. It was very
sressful for people and the un-
kv was hard 1o deal with—is
it going to come? Is it going 1o
happen to us? What will happen
if we do get it? There wasa lot of
wonty for people, and for seme
there still s,

"We are not out of it vet but
we are on the other side of it
Hopefully we are through the
worst of it.'

That's why the return of the
GAA feels like an important
milestone in the country’s re-
eovery, The GAA s engrained in
eveTy community in the country
and the opening of pitches and
returs of teams to training and
games is a boast for the physical
and mental health of 50 many.
Sinead agrees.

‘We are going to have a
strange normal now for how-
ever long its going w be, but
having the GAA back gives so
many people an outhet toget out
again 1o meet and interaet with
people, she says.

"Our mental health is zo im-
portant and there's no denying
that it's been a very stressful
time. ft's been hard for people
so il having the pitches open
will see someone head down
there on Sunday moerning to
watch training up in the bank i
Courceys and chat 1o someone
five metres away, that’s grear,

"Even for us, it's great w0 be
able to meet up with all the girls
apain, have a catch-upin person
amltli;n- for a puck-around ar the

soh?

piteh.
Simead is luckier than most

';';'Eareguhgl:nhauea
strange normal now for

however longit's going
to be, but having the
GAA back gives so many
people anoutlet to get
out again tomeet and
interact with people’

in that regard. She has three
younger sisters who are all on
the Courceys camogie team
with her, so she wasn't short
of options when it came to a
puck-around in recent months.
Theres Carriona (24), Eimear
(22) and Deirdre (20, and the
four (FReilly sisters are also on
Courceys junbor C foothall team,
Add in their first cousing, Elaine
and Aisling O'Reilly, who are
also imvalved, and it's a family
affair for the O Reillvs,

There have been highs and
lows on the pitch over the years,
The biggest high, Sinead re-
calls, came in May 2017 when
Courceys won the county camo-
gie senlor league final against
Glen Rovers, That was a break-
through moment for Courceys,
the camogic club's first adult
silverware,

“We always say if there is any
weekend we could go back to,
it's the weekend that we won
the league. We had Sarah Hayes
on our team, that was her firsy
silverware for Courceys and she
was playing for 17 years. That
was a super, super weekend,”
Sinead recalls,

The following season, 2018,
had highs and lows. The high
was Courceys qualifying for
their first-ever county scnior
camogie championship final
after beating Milford in the
semi-final, The low was the loss
1o Inniscarra in the county final,

‘I often think about the
lead-up and the week before
the county final and how many
things 1 would change if I got
the same opportunity again,”
Sinead says,

I was working. I took a few
days off and maybe [ was off for
too much and thinking about
the gamie too much. If [ could
do it again, I'd be more relaxed
and try not to think about it too
much, but for all of us it was our
first county senior final, Even
when they played the national
anthem before the game, we
were all looking around ar each
other because we kadn't experi-
enced that before and it was all
new Lo s

Courcevs now have that ex-

perience in the bank. The hope
i3 that they will get another
crack at a county final. They're
genuine title contenders again
this sexson, County finalists in
2018, semi-finalists last season,
they're knocking on the door,
They have players with Cork ex-
perience, Linda Colling, Saoirse
MeCarthy and Fiona Keating
are with the Cork sendors, while

Ciara Hayes, Ashling Moloney -

and Grainne Hannon are with
the Rebel intermediaes.

There's a certain degree of
the unknown heading into the
championship too, as there’s no
recent form (o gauge teams on,
Momentum will be crucial.

"Every team is in the same
boat this season. We all thought
that there would be no season
and here we are, preparing for
one. The draw has been made
and it has given us all some bit
of structure for the next few
weeks,” Sinead savs.

‘All reams are striving for
the same thing, it's hugely
CoOmpetitive, you can never un-
derestimate anvone and you
have to mind your own corner,
We bear Milford last year and
then got beaten by the Barrs
in the semi-final. We have
Cloughduy in our first game
later thiz month and that’s our
fiocus now,'

When the championship does
throw-in, Sinead will be a famil-
iar sight in goal for Courceys.
It can be a lonely positon, she
admits, but she's played 3 star-
ring rode in their rise in recent
seasons. Think back vo the 2007
league final success against
Glen Rovers when she pulled
off a crucial save from Lydia
Cunningham in the closing stag-
es a8 Courceys were holding on
to & one-podnt bead,

I've had some good days and
bad days in goal - and it’s after
the bad days thar vou feel really
accountable if goals go in. Even
when the others are saying it's
not your fault, I'm saying “but
I'was the last person”. You have
to pick vourself upand go again.

‘We've a good veam and there
are some great voung plavers
coming through, some nippy
forwards, and we're all look-

} Deirdre, Caltri

and Sinead -

forward to getting
aut on the pitc

ing forward to getting back out
playing again.

‘A couple of months ago there
was no way there was going to
be anything played but look an
us now, we'ne preparing for the
championship, It's good, | think,
that we don't have to wair until
mext year to play because a lot
of people might have dropped
out or retired and people might
have found it hard to come back
after a year out.”

For Simead, it’s back to jug-
gling her job as a nurse and the
commitment of training, but
given the kast few months she's
not complaining. When she
drives past Courceys pitch in
Ballinspitle now, the gates are
open, That's a welcome sight,
another step in the right direc-
tion. She hopes Courcevs will
meake more strides in the right
direction this season too,

2020 SENIOR DRAW

The draw for the 2020 county senior camogle championship is as

follow/s:

Round 1{divisions): A, Seandin v Carbery: B. Carbory v imokdly;
‘C. Seranddn v Immokiily. Round 2:D, Courcey Rovers v Clougisduy:
E Kifeagh v Newcestown: F. Milford v Eire Og: 6. Ballncollig v

Inniscarra; H. Glen Rovers v Sarsfields: | St Finbarr s v Douglas )

Bafygarvan v St Catherine’s, WMIW?
o divisional-roamd v H F v L el T



Minor cancellation a
major disappointment

u Linda Mellerick

| BELIEVED by mid last week that
the decision by the camogie as-
sociation to cancel this year's
minor championship would be
reversed.

The association held a virtoal
meeting on Tuesday with the chajr
pergons and sceretaries of connty
oards across the country and at the
end of that meeting asked for 10 more
days to constder their decision.

1 took that as a positive sign, This
situation had garnered higge natlonal
anger and suppori.

The petitlon, at the time of writng,
had 4,880 sbpnatures while outside of
that many well-known make and e
male GAA plavers have publicly con-

jlemnod the decision.

Everyvone appreciates how import-
ant the minor grade i5 in =0 many
WHYE,

Unfortunately. though, on Thirs-
day night, via email, county boards
were informed that the association
were steadfast in their decision to
cancel the championship.

This decision of Ard Chomhbairie is
now to be challe i an appeal ap-
plication under Arbitration and s
putes Resolutions. That has been
submitted to the Ard Sthirthdir of an
Cumann Cambgalochta.

It's o shame s come to this and 1
cnn't fior the life of me understand the
nssociation’s position. I'm genuinely
gutted for the players involved.

Meanwhile, 28 We anter a worry-
ing phase of refurn to play let's hope
wodo get to play all championships. 1
think another serious wave of Covid
1% will pesukt in 2020 being cancelicd
altogether at all levels. Undoubtedly
getting back training is doing
wonders for plavers, you can féel the
bz they're getting from belng out
on the pitch, training hard and have
fing the craic. We can’t underestimate
how important that 13 and [ think o
shurt down fora second time would be
lorrendows for many.

Lt’s keep the positive face out and
din whatever we can to minimise the
chances of a second wave. It's indi-
vidual responsibility at this point
that will hopefally see us through.

The full adult camogie club fix-
puresd for 2020 were released this
week and I have to say that it's a
breath of fresh air to have & full fix-
tures list with dates from start to con
elusion forall championships. 1t's
just great. I think we can learn from
this.

Clvinga dedicated time to cluband
a dedicated thine to county is the per-
Feet way forward. [t's been very difll-
cult for players to plan holidays or
yanything else in the past as you may
not get a match date until a fow

wieks, often 1655, in advance of af

fgmme and It all depends on the club
players’ involvement with the coun-
iy fesim and how far the county gets

FRIENDLY RIVALRY: Glen Rovers’ Caoimbe 0'Brien greets Blackrock's Hayley Ryan at Saturday’s challenge game at the Blackpool dlub's pitch. The game ended on a scoreling of Glen

Plrtua Dol Blhales J BN s Rigdly

Rowers 0-14, Seanddn 0049,

in the All-Ireland champlonships,
across all levels, Completely separid-
ing tha club and county season = the
only way forward. Year in and year
out the headaches the fixtures com-
mittes kave and the frustration clubs
are feoling ks significant. Wi could
aliminate all of _croate Better re-
Tationships between clubs and inter-
county with a little batter planning.

if we can do it in 2020 in such &
ghort window of playing time, why
ean't we do it with o full 12 months
aviilable to ws T

On the national front [ really think
s about time they got those xiures
ourt, What's the hold-uap?

The miner champlonship chal-
lenge mavbe? We need ihoso dotes as
o0 a8 possible, There's nothing ke

having an actual team and date {0
forus on o get the sdrenaline going
and teams need 1o know who they're
facing at this stage.

i'm looking forward to the senior
cluk champlonship Kicking off on
July 31. That cortain rakser is a divi-
sional clagh between Seandiin and
Carbery.

Funnily enongh two divisional
shdes aFe getting three games this
vear while clubs are getiing two,
Beandiin, Carbery, and Imokilly
stamd alone in roumnd one and battle L
ot with the winners advancing to
round 4 (wirmers round) and second
placed moving to round 3 (losers
i

The txciting club ties of round 2
are giving us some immediale games

to ook forward to, Glén Bovers and
Sarefields should o ono (o watch. OF
catrse, Sarsfields are coming in de-
fence of thedr title and i you're going
1o b paired against the champions
thie bost tirse to dothat is in the open-
ing rouned.

Unfortunately for e Glen, Emer
Fennell hasa't retired. And why
should she? She was instrimenial In
Sars’ first county thtle in 30 vears and

“was the club.camogle player of the

vear. Her fitness s top class anmid i
wou're sl enjoying the game you
shoatld Reep playing. ;
Glon Rowvers have a very good side.
They still haven't reached thelr po-
tontlal, Bot some teams never do amd
it's impofiant that they get that bit
between their tecth this vear and

bring it up & notch. Othorwise the
momentm whtl drop off.

St Finbarrs and Douglag usually
serve up A cracker but | wonsder if Ehe
gap has widened. 5t Finbare's
reachid the seml-finals last year and
Tast out by just four poinis to Sars.

Douglas teok o heavy dofeat to
Sars in roand amd 1081 compre-
hensivaly to Eiro Og inthe backdoor,
In thelr defence, they wers without
Katrina Mackey for those games and
it just shows how mich they need

T
Killeagh had a greal year, ksing
semi-final replay to Inniscarra b
point after two cracking ganmes.
That'll stand fo them as they
fhe tithe in 20200 They face dobr
Mewcostown on Angust 1.



GIVEN everything she’s
achieved in camogie, nobody
would have thought any less of
Jennifer OLeary if she didn't
requrn to action following the
birth of her first child, Lawren,
Iast December,

If any player deserves to sail
off into the sunsct, then it's the
Liskevane lepend.

Her camogie CV Is stacked:
four All-Ireland senior ti-
tles with Cork, six National
Leages, cight All-Stars, count-
less highlights. She is ome of the
greats. She's 36 years ok, too,
and that will turn 1o 37 in Oc-
tober. Perhaps she might have
felt it was time 1o wind down.
Think again.

Last Monday week, O'Leary
wiks back on the pivch with her
club, Middletown, in Armagh
for their first training sesskon
ahead of the new season.

She's not back to make
up the numbers cither. She
means business, Middletown
have never won the Armagh
senior camogic
championship. -
They've come ¥ b
close though.

In Jennifer's S
first season |
Middletown | @
won the county 0
intermediate fi- &
nal and she was
player of the
match. They &
found their =&
feet fast at '
senmior bevel,
bast last the
2015 and
2016 coun-
ty finals,
and again
came up
short in
the 2008
diecider.
They're
close and Jennifer

Jennifer O'Leary loves a challenge. She always
her first child, Lauren, last Decem
top gear again and inspire he
senior camogie title. KIERAN

‘It's aninnate
competitiveness that
drives me om; it's just
apartof wholam.No
matter ifit's sport or
other facets of life, | think
| just have thatinme, it
makes me work hard.

thinks they have a chance this
season - that's one of the rea-
sons she's laced up her boots
again.

1 kmew Jen would go back af-
ter having Laoren and [ bet she
will be their star player for the
year too, says her former Cork
team-mate Joanne Browne
(O'"Callaghan). These two have
been close friends since they
started played together with
Cork when they were 14 years
old. Mothing Jennifer docs sur-
priscs BrowTi: Anymare,

’I can honestly say she got
better with age. She pushed
herself harder and harder
every year because she always
wanted to better herself)

Browne explains.

Mo shock so that
gver the last few
moenths, Jeanifer
was pounding the
ball off the wall at
home, trying 1o
gt as many touch-
¢s ns possible.
Repetition.
Repetition.

Repetition.

Jennifer
O'Learyis
regarded ~

as one of
Cork's

Il

r Arma
McCARTHY caught up with the Barryroe legend

ber, Jennifer is

has. It motivates her. After having
keen to prove that she can hit
gh club, Middletown, to their first county

It’s all about repetition, That
skill base Is there but she wants
to get up to speed fast so she
feels confident and has that
trust in herseif.

I just hope it will come a8
good as | want it o be. Lknow it
will never be as good as before
but | have to be satisfied that |
can get it as best as 1 possibly
can and hope that's enough to
get us over the line, I'm going
to have to work even harder,
especially as I'm getting older,
she explains.

Hard work has never scared
Jennifer. She loves a challenge.
It brings out the best in her.

TN

In her kast season (2014) with
the Cork senior camagie team,
Jennifer had already swapped
west Cork for south Armagh.
That's home now. She lives in
Middletown with her husband,
Paul Curry, and works as a
teacher at 5t Louis Secondary
Sehool in Monaghan,

That final year, she regularty
made the 480-mile, ¢ight-hour
round trip 1o training sessions
in Cork city and she also trained
a lot on her own, :

Omne time, as her Cork team-
miates ran a beep test together,
Jennifer had todo it on her own
in Armagh. 5he sent the results
o Cork’s fitness trainer and the
numbers were so impressive
that he was convinoed Jennifer

fsad measured it wrong.

A few weeks later when
she was with the Cork squad
they all did another becp test.
She hit the exact same 50008
and beat evervone else. No-
one could keep up with her.
but that’s always been the way
with the Barryroe dynamo. A
lot of players are either fast
or fit but, as Joanne Browne
explains, Jennifer was
because she was extremely fast
and extremely fit,

*‘She would kill teams with
her pace and then she had an
engine to keep going at the
same pace she started the
game with, No-one could keep
up with her for a full game.
Usually the player marking her
was either substituted or they
would chiange halfway through
the game,” Browne explained.

Ome constant throughout the
years is her competitiveness. It
hasn't waned. Even now, at 36,
thiere's a bite to her. She senses
an opportunity with Middle-
town this season and she's keen
to grab it. A lot of players have
returned to the set-up, The

t team that was in
charge when they contested
those first two county senkor
fimals are back. Three of her
four sisters-in-law play camogie
and all three (Donagh, Orlagh
and Stephanie) are around this

year, too. The stars look to be
aligning.

*I think we have a very good
chance, Jennifer savs.

‘Over the next six weeks we
have to train very hard, really
improve our stick work, get up
10 speed and get match fit, Do
that and | think we have as good
a chance as everyone else.’

Middletown's West Cork im-
port will lead the charge and
they know that. Her team-
mates know what Jennifer Cur-
ry. as she's known in Armagh,
brings = high standards. com-
mitment, determinatbon and a
match-winning ability.

And then there's her compet-
itiveness, It's in the O'Leary’s
genes, she laughs. Eight kids
—an even split of four bays (Mi-
chael, twins Damien and Jo-
seph, and Ryan) and four girls
{Carol, Jennifer, Paula and De-
bra) = in the one house meant
you fought hard for what you
wanted. Her parents always
banged the same tune: 2o o4,
vou’re not staying inside, go
outside. And they did. There
were phstacle courses where
only the strongest survived.
roundswhere
every goal mattersd.

‘I doa't know if it comes
fram my mom or my dad, bt
it’s there, and it will always be
there, Jennifer explains. Her
gister Debra ran quice a lot
during lockdown and really im-

proved - and that spurred Jen-
nifer on, even though she’s in
the opposite end of the country.

Paul Curry was well aware
of Jennifer’s competitivensss
before they married, They met
while they were bath in Austral-

ia and both played with Central
Coast GAA Sydney. Heisa hurl-
er, she is a camogie plaver, and
it clicks off the fizld too.

*Paul would say to me that
| am very competitive,” she
langhs. "We were doing certain
runs over the lockdown, we
were timing each ather, putting
it up on an app, comparing and
contrasting. Maybe there was
a certain week when [ didn’t
get up to speed and 1 was like,
“0Oh, for God's sake!™ and Paul
would be like, “You're supposed
to enjoy this, Jen!”, but I would
be very competitive.

‘Is an innate competitive-
ness that drives me on; iUs just
a part of who 1 am. No matter if
it's sport or other facets of life,
I think | just have that in me, it
makes me work hard.

T just like to be doing some-
thing all the time. | know it's
harder when you have a child,
and they will always be number
one, but 1 wanted to get a little
bit of me back too soif [ can get
back this year I'd fee] very sat-
Esfied amd that 1 have achieved
alot in the past year — bringing
Lauren fnto the workd, bringing
her up with Paul. making sure



“You hear a lot of
athletes to
come back after having
ababy and | want to see
if | candoit. Thank God, |
feel good and | feelfit at
the moment.’

she’s healthy and then it would
e a dream to fulfil my camaogse
dreams with Middletown.'

By now you know that Jen-
nifer loves a challenge, She sets
them wp as targets b motivate
and drive her on. Lauren Curry
is only seven months old and
has already set her mom a chal-
lenge.

"You hear a'lot of athletes
suruggling to come back after
having a baby and | want 1o see
if 1 can do it.” Jennifer explains.

“Thank Gad, 1 feel good and
I feel fir at the moment. | have
more to do, but | just wanted
to et myself a different chal-
lenge.)”

It was always in Jenniler's
plans to get back playing.

1 will play for as long as 1
can,” she says. ‘1 played one
leagbe game last year, against
Crossmaglen, and that night
we found out | was pregonant
with Lauren so that stopped
oaur plans in & great way,

“If 1 Feel okay and if 1 fieed 1
have the time | will play as long
as I'm able because I'll be re-
tired bong enough and I'l miss it
longg enough. If | can contribute
in amywny and help and encour-
age young players coming up,
that's important to do.’

Don't underestimate Jen-
nifer's influence either. In the
dressing-room everyone lis-

Jennifer O'Leary in her Middletown club colours. it's no
surprise to learn that she's a key player for the Armagh dub.

tens when she talks. It was the
same when she played with her
home elub Barryroe and with
the Cork senior squad. She has
earned that respect by her ac-
tions on and off the field, in
training and in matches.

As Lauren grows up there will
bt shortage of stories ahout
her mom's camogie heroics, her
glorious career, those All-Ire-
lands and those All-Stars, her
journey to becoming Barryroe's
mast decorated player and the
greatest camogie player ever
from West Cork. Twice, she was
erowned West Cork Sports Star
of the Year, the second time was
in 2014 - the most challenging
year of her ife,

L o}

There's a picture in Jen-
nifer’s home in Middietown
of her late sister, Paula, in &
Cark jersey, taken during the
2014 championship cam-
paign. Paula tragically died on
September 15t, 2004, A few
wieeks later, Jennifer took cen-
tre stage in Croke Park as she
inspired Cork to the All-Ire-
land senior title, the fourth of
her career. Early in the sec-
ond half, the Barryros woman
burst through the Kilkenny
team to rifle home a goal that
gave Cork the lead for the first
time in the final. They never
looked back.

I will never forget that goal,

we were down at that stage,
she broke through two players
erying to pull her down but
they hasdn’t a hope of carching
her. I just knew when she got
thar goal that we were going 1o
win. Everyone thay day want-
ed o win it for her! heér Cork
team-mate Joanne Browne
recalls.

In the stands in Croke Park
that day, her husband Paul
watched Jennifer’s goal with
hier family, When the goal went
in, everyone cried. It was a re-
leaze of emotions. Her mom,
Kathleen, had passed away
earlier that year, Then Paula
died, 100, Tt was a bot to deal
with. Jennifer was travelling
up and down from Armagh to
Cork for training. Emoticmally,
physically, it was demanding.

"I definitely think | was lucky
to have camogie that vear be-
cause it helped to block owt
everything that was going on
but at the same time deal with
it." she reflects.

My team-manes were bril-
liant, | remember them all
being at the funeral home
dressed in ped and they showed
their support = and thar made
me want to get back and play.
My family were very support-
fve too and they wanied me
to line out in the final. | know
other familics might find it too
difficult and that physically
they wouldn't have the energy

trip to West Cork.

bt somelow I found ie

*] had a fecling it would be a
good year for Cork. [ felt that
Paula wanted me vo play in the
final and 1 felt strength know-
ing that she was above with
mom and that they were look-
ing down on us. It's Paula that
gave me that litthe bit of energy
to get that goal when so many
people were trying to block my
way but [ felt T had a strength
that [ never had before.

‘Paul often brings up what it
was like in the stand with my
family after | scored that goal.
When you hear things 1ke that
it makes it all worth it I you
can bring joy to peoples” lives
at a time when it was so diffi-
cult, that's very satisfving.

Jennifer knew. too that it
was going to be her last match
for Cork. She had retired from
the inter-county game in 2003
but always knew she'd be back
in the Rebel red. In 2013 she
had moved to Armagh and b
seemed ke the trip up and
down was 1o misch — but then
she saw that as another chal-
lenge, took it on and won.

I didn't want to miss out, [
didn't want 1o have any regrets
and I hiad & feeling that there
were good times ahead and
that there was a good team
there. 1 felt 1 still had it in the
legs so | wanted to go again,
Jennifer explains.

‘I was living in Armagh then

. - I e - -~ .
Jennifer O'Leary and her hushand Paul Curry pictured with their daughter Lauren on her first

but I saw that as another chal-
lenge. You need something dif-
ferent every year to keep you
ticking over, 1o motivare you. |
was a bit premature that year
when | said [ was retiring but
[ knew in the back of my mind
that it wasn't the end. [ just
needed a bit more time tothink
it through in my head but I'm
glad in the end that [ did return
and I got that extra medal.’

That All-Ireland medal
in 2014 was followed by her
then record eighth Camogie
All-Star Award and her séc-
ond West Cork Sporis Star of
the Year Award (she's the only
wioman to have won this award
twice), Given her glittering
career, and it's not over yet,
Jennifer was a shoo-in 1o be
amongst the 16 local sports
star shortlisted in the recent
Best in the West eompseiitbon,
the search for West Cork's
Ereatest SpOrisperson.

In Cork and Armagh, huge
muambers voted for er on Twit-
ter, incheding her dad, Joe, who
siggeed wpto hils own Twitter pe-
count 1o follow Jennifer’s pro-
gress. In both rounds she was
imvalved in, he stayed up until
2am, cheering on his davghter,
like he has done since she fell in
love with camogie in national
gchool, All these years later,
she’s still bringing happiness
to her family and friends —and
she's not finished yet,

LR L]

Jennifer wants 1o add o niew
picture 1o her wall.

“Ini thee last few years | always
envisaged fting acup and having
a son or & daughter to have in
the picture. | know that scunds
really cheesy and comy, | have
seen peaple in the past with a
famniky around them and | wanted
t build my own family and have
that lovely picture to put on the
walll, she says.

'Definitely, Lauren isabig driv-
ing foroe this year amd | have allof
Paul's zisters around too, It would
b bovely 1o hawe that pleture of us
celebrating, all the Curry sisters
together!

She's determined. You can
Teear it in ber volice. She's work-
ing extra hard o get back up
to speed. She's pucking arcund
at home, doing her own circuit
training and her own gym work.

'‘Building up the speed is the
hardess thing, but Ul get there, |
don’t think Ul be like 1'was in the
past but if | can keep up with the
vounger players around me then
[l be happy enough,’ she says,
mosdestly, but the odds are that
everyone else will have 1o keep
up with eer. That's the way it's al-
wiiys been, Fingers crossed, Jen-
nilfer will get her Armagh sendor
cansogle medal this season. She's
mativated by the challenge —and
we 1l know how competitive she
k5. Just watch her go.



Cork's Amy Lee in action against Waterford. Phctisre; Kien Suttan

| ee relishing the
chance to fill Murray’s
boots long term

Cork’'s camogie captain Amy O'Connar says the Camogie Association should have resumed inter-county game s first.
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Picture: lim Coughla

THEY may be big bools 1o B,
bast Ma Piarsaigh goalkeaper
Army Lee is confident she can be
tha long-term successor 10 Acibe
Murray on the Cork camogle
feam.

Following a giftenng carsers with
thi Reblotios which saw her
garmering a phenomanal haul

of nine All-ireland Ales and
spean Al-Stars, Murmy officially
announced has ralirement fnem
the inter-county scbne in March
of 1his year

A& sonior panelist since 2015, Lea
was bobween Tha sticks for
Cork's comprehansive Mational
L& viclories againgt Waber-
foed and EEkenmy in ihe Spring.
Despita boing Murmay's Unde-
siudy up 10 this point, the CIT
graduate aready has consider-
abla experignts under hor Bell.
*1 plaad the whole lsagui in
2015 and the Munster cham-
plonship | would have played the
same again, B thene was six
guemes, wa'd alvways get three
each,” Loa soys.

“Obwiousty, come championship
you noed thir ona persan all the
fima. 15 not too bad sbtopng up
o, especialy as the same girs
@ne in thio back line. I'm used o
the way they play. Hopalully, Il
T Bhyiiregy if W'rm tharcoven b ihene.”
Monetheless, Led says Murrsy's
prosence was missed in the
aarly part of the season and is
hopetul of maintaining tha high
glandards set by thix Cialighdu

Ksagar,
*Trairing i% different. You would
rmiss het g o now, 1'm ol
gaing ko lio, you wolid] Sha'd
pad you n your place, she was
abways good for that. Sha'd
prakse you when you neaded
prateg pnd ghe'd tall you 'cop on’
wihian you neaded i,
“Thera's two goakos now and
wi T have 1o diive each athar on,
Shia dalinfiely tavght me loads
and P baan there sinca 2005, |
i hava to iake the rains
o bt now and taka fvy chance,
whila | can,”

While Aogife’s oldar Brothar
Kovin has also stepped &way
fram his role as selactor, (he
Muray clan will continue to be
ropresanted in his Cork sob-up.
After 1aking some lime to mull
aver s fulund, LeRm maneger
Paudie Murray decided 14
ramain 81 the lwdm of the Lee-
gichars

Givan how much she has
mchioyed umder hits showardship
wilh Throd saniod All-bnplnnds and
A national infermediale title in
2018, Lea wos ihried bo so8 him
exmamiting bor anolher yeoor,

CAMOGIE
u Daire Walsh

*It's unbélievable and e s
can't sgam 1o siop, He jusl
gaams 0 Bring somathing new
ar something differant gvery
year. He's 50 professional,
training |s unbalievable all tha
tirme, He does ook alter us, he's
always walching oul for us and
Erying 1o give us advice.
*He'd rirg mie & fewe timmes or ha'd
waiwm the giFls. Sea how
Wi T gittineg on. zalhy, if
you're slacking off a b, ‘come
up and practica a faw puck-outs
of COME Up and practice your
fresaa’. [can’ faull him really.”
Having played the wailing
game for so long, Lee finally
raturned 1o group training with
Ma Piarsaigh on June 29, Con-
gidering how many of her club-
matas were aniicipating & 2020
{hat wis bereft of club-acticn,
she feels the forthcoming refunm
ol competitees fana has brought a
o kit of enengy to the Squad.
“We waore all doing stufl
indivedualiy for & fong time. I's
nice 1o actually s0é paople now.
Wa've & training plan until our
first champlonship gama
and wo'll Sea after that, IT's weird
interaciing with pecpla.” aha

says.

“ou'd siifl be interacling a
small bil, bul Seing evenyone,
thare's & buzz arownd. Bacausy
most people thought it was
going to be called off. Now
everyons is buzzing thal we're
getting a few games and if's nol
going to be in the depths of
winter. 1L will be good.”

Like the GAA and the LGFA,
the Camogie Association hava
opted to resume club activity in
thve cxmiing weeks with the vari-
oS intar-county championships
o follow in October, despite
SOME calts 10 num the Ak fretand
serps al an eadiar date,

Whila shia doesn’t have a
difinitive opinion on which level
of compatiion should o given
nitial prefecenco, Lo can sea
the logie behind the decision.
“Thera's more facilitics avallable
{or us &s nbar-county. I might
m - e r!I{.I:II.JhE.
u-‘ipeclﬂ{mﬂﬂni&
won't hve the usuny of going
chosam 10 Pikinc UL Chaspdnin or sixy
up b0 WIT, It honosthy dossn't
maties 1o red wihich G coms

harve peopla giving out. Thay
might as well stick wilh Thair plan
now.” Lee sakd,

 CAMOGEE

= Daire Walsh

CORK camogie captain Amy O'Connor
believes the association missed a trick by
holding back the inter-county champion-
ship until Cetober.

Juest like their GAA and LGFA counter-
parts, club competitions will be the maln
foeus for camogle players across the
country as live sport emerges from the
ghadows in the coming weeks.

Whilst the 2015 All iz thrilled to be
tack in the saddle with 5t Vincent's, she
felt there was massive markefing poten-
gial behind a gummer start to the county

EAme.

= thought the Camogie Association had
a huge opportunity to try and showcase
olr . by maybe putting inter-county
first. I know there's a lot of people who
have come out and said that. T would have
thought that at the beginning,” says
O Canmor.

sWith no other senior men's games o,
mavhe we would have been showcased on
RTE on The Sunday Game. It just would
have been a great opportunity for people
to S6e OUr gaive, because no other games
probably would have been televised.
~ *] think maybe there was an n-
ity there, 1 also think that it might have
been eazler to manage, At inter-county
level, you have more people involved, in
terms of managing sanitisation of equip-
ment. 17 that's kow it was going 0o g0.
We're just happy to be back to playin
anything and 1'm happy to be back wit
oy club.”
Mow that Cork’s All-Ireland champion-
ship campaign s set to take place in the
wirter monihs — whon conditions may be
testing — O'Connor is adamant the games
will need to be hosted in the very best sti-
ilia the GAMA has to offer,
=Thers's no way we cafn go and play a
championship match at some of the camo-
i grounds around the country, becanse
[t's mot going o be a good spectacle. '8
not going to be good for the game.
“i think there's a responsibility on
whoever arranges the ¥enios Lo ensane
Pitire Ui Chanimh, Nowlan Park, Semple

Inter-county
should be first

Stadium, Croke Park and the Gaelic
Grounds are going to be used. They
should be using the main stadiums.”

Before the coronavirns pandemic
struck 0"Connor was enjoying a whird-
wind opening fo 2020, She was named
toam skipper by manager Paudie Murray
at the heginning of the year and subse-
quently guided the Leesiders fowards
back-to-back Mational League wins
against Waterford and Kilkenny.

As @ member of 8 junior cluby, O"Connor
couldn’t have dreamt that this
opportunity would come her way. How-
ever, the policy of the senior champions
solecting the county captain was discon-
tinued in recent years and this opened the

EhEF mem:ﬂm rﬁmﬂyMljwh-l.gI

1510 SHmea k-
steps; Gemma O'Connor, Acife Murray,
Ashling Thompson and Anna Geary have
previously filled the hﬂry hﬂdﬂﬁhlﬂl;rrnle.

“It's n huge honour for me and for my
¢lub to captain Cork, We've such a young
team as well, I'm 24 this year and I'd say
I'm one of the oldest on the team at this
stage. There's a core group of us around
my age.” O'Connor says.

“Gomma O'Connor i8 a person 1 would
have looked up to hugely, growing up

Eelaadna camogie. I've a hurley signed by
mma O Connor, 1've some of Gemma
O'Connor's gear from when [ was 13 years
old, It was alwaas unusual to play with
ﬁl 'I.lI]'I.IIE flnad &n > m:l-
ey Vi u just ad-
mhedmmu:hmdﬂm?lfquhy.“

Although reclaiming an All-Ireland
crown with Cork will be high on her agen-
da, 0¥ Connor is every bit as determined o
secure a Junior “A' county title in the St
Vincenis colours. If they are to achieve
the latter goal, she acknowledges it will be
down to work-rate and desine ratier than
gkill and raw talent.

“This championship {8 not going to b
won by the best hurlers. It's nol g o
be won by the fanciest team or the best
team, for that mattor, 11's going to be wom
by the people who genuinely want it the
most, in terms of working hard,” 2855
O Connor. !

“For me, it's just going to be dogged.
The moare matches we get to play, peaple!
il fmprowe.

“Maybe the latter stages of the cham-

in will o botter garmes, baoter Spec-
tackes. For me it will just hesem:lﬂlhnd'
work and grit to win the club champlon-
ship this year.” |



There have been tough decisions, 2020 has been a challenging year’
The

The Camaogie Association was looking to
build on a record All-Ireland final attendance
and bed in widely welcomed trial playing
rules when the pandemic struck. Brendan
O’Brien spoke to Ard Stitrthéir Sinéad
McNulty as the sport adapts and prepares to
return to play

B What was the momeni you “ll.'lji:“t:
Mﬁnmll:hmmm n
ditfarant scale?

==It was in March. I was in the Croke
Park Hotel amd about to meet Helen
" Roarke from LGEA and have a chat
when we got a call that the Governmant
had an schools wero clos-

ing. 5o pat in & full suspiension of
m—ﬁﬂdp:wﬁiqiﬁwfm the 12th of March

somaebody somewhers who coubd plan
meuguutnﬂl.urmhndmmnan-
through uwmpudﬁﬂ?“t first
b e loe
time and at the same time together,
more or lesa. There was no guide ook
or rosl map. We are alresdy on our
o
elic games. o
answers to the questions they have and

onwards was the moment, really. it ks really challengimg whon you don't
h:vmnmeﬂﬂﬂmanﬂn lot of the
B Has anything In pasi SAME QU ns.
I been & help
n dealing with this? B Where was the Camogle Assoclation

at when Covid-19 struck?
2 Wie e b m very eockting place. 20149
wias i fantastic vear for us. We had a
recond attendance at our All-lreland
Th'hﬂ.i\'?thnﬂﬁwﬂl in membership,
we had mew cl springing up and
funding from Sport Ireland for our Mnd
programme. And we had record viewear-
ship between stroaming and, most im-
portantly, on TV, The camogle final was
theclosest [ have boen tosomething like | the most “pmtrn'umrl:swmt
Eu]butithnntnmt}rmﬂmmm m‘mlﬂﬂp‘!“-‘.ﬁntswhﬂ:mm
viel. coming from.
S L e bt

B Both ane highly uncertain, changlng £ having a conplie of vacancies

Mﬂ-lhﬂp? in thee Tt e years. Wie were launching
»=The difference with this is that you

o niw Matienal Development Planin
didn't know what was coming day to

April st Con and bringing spon-
day. In the financial erisis there was gars o board across all of our competi-

== was working in the public ssctor
when the Employee Control Frame-
work [ renewnal of contracts, e w
posts] came in during the last crizis
post-Celtic Tiger. At that polnt we had
major changes in how we employ staff
in the public sector and having to deal
m”"’i}% el Pl 400
(o
keoping fncilities open. That is probatdy
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BOEAA B) Upeiy aueaLLIeD
jEom [T andeajouIL], suTes

thona. So it was going to be a really exclt-
ing yoar.

Wi il =110 loak back at the end ol
the year at things we have achieved, al-
belt that they are different from what
we intendesd in Janunry. Right now we
are excited about people being back on
thie piteh, & return to some sord al
normali

| When will the Nathonal

Plan ba 1-!;'!:!1“ and ks hm
=>It hasn't been formally lnunched.
Given the nnceriainty we said wo would
huold off on a formal lunch; 1t°s hard o
bkl up excitement about new sports
petivities when you'm not allowed to go
outside the door. The hd
started when we wore finalising the
pian et so we did temper the ambd-
tinfs for 2020 bt it is stikl & plan forup
10 2023 and ail of the actions within re-
mutin absolutely valid despite Covid,
ke our move towards the online waorld
which has been helped by Covid. We
had 6-700 peoplbe taklng part in training
woeoks online Some weaks. That's record
leveds for us.

B How severs do you think the financial
iosses will be lor your organisation and
for the sport?

==Right now we are looking at it with

5ughllr' more optimistic views thal we
were she-elght weeks age. Initially we
were leoking at a reduction of 80% of
oir reenee for the year, We have been
impacted on granis, on gate recelpts.
We were really concerned abont mem-
bership if we would not be Ina position
to deliver games diring the year.
Right now If s looking af about & 40-45%
thon bt that is on tha
Eames rmee being delivered to
the end of the year, So weare reviewing
“%g¥“ﬂﬁwwwmmmmwﬂmm
211
I1mafIJ-|a|urrl1-||“;| for us and has enatled as
fo Kewp all ﬂuur slnﬂumrﬂ and keep
working and engagin our
nmﬂ‘}.. Without lhE.t wo woild be
talling a different story today.

B What happens if a second
wave of Covid-19 materi-
alizea and is shut
dhoan
==Tha reality i3 wae
don’t know. If you
Tisten o what public
health authorities
are saving, thay
hiave laped &
flve-siape roaid-
map &0 |t really
dopends an the
seala of any sec-
ol wave. We
knaw what we
need to o nosw and
o s B, things Hke
the health questionnaire
Amd online resources,
There iz tallk of
the reproloe-
tion rato being
it DTN O BV
over sl
that is
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pa:rgf'a confidence has been damaged.
We have members through all age
groups who have underiying conditions
and don't have a huge amount of confl-
dence ahaiit going back.
They would be severely hit if there was
a secomd wave. Wo have wrious sets of
contingency plans from your best-case
{0 vour worst-cise, We'wd a e |
things that were inheard of, like mov-
ing oar All-Irekamd fial into December.
Who would have ever thought that?

B Whan will the inter-county fidure list
(171 Ished?
==We plan to do the draw for oar cham-
plonship fixtures next weelk, The road-
map is very clear that fnter-county
iriining canmod recommence uniil the
L4th of September, It's up to os b0 en-
sure that the alErmum allows
BOETHE 5 fOr everyone,
It's r.:'iﬁ“what wi had planned
at the start of the year bt we
are irying to get
nine moniths of activity
inte anelght-wesk pro-

¢ and that i=
really challenging for

e,
%pﬂiﬂﬂfﬂratﬂl
of people 15 & full elub

P e right up
o the All-freland
final which will take
place next March,
There have biesn
some tough decl-
v fead

NP JO wEima T1T oM FLLLW

e PR | “aEp) prodg Sy

and sl ape . and [t las boon resally
dizappointing for people in those, but
wiet havve bosokoed at [f firom every possible
direction and come up with the best
programmie thit we could mltiel.’aas
many games to a3 many people as poss:
fble. 11" not perfect hut‘ﬂm'lj:m bean a
really challenging year,

B The decision to cancel the All-dreland

regard to this now?

==If was one of the tongh decisions that
wits made and there were a number of
factora that went into the decision-mik-
ing process. We have recelvid ana i
an that deciston. That ks baing elop.
ed thirowgh the process and ures
50 1 can’t really talk about that any
prvcre af thie minute

B Las! year's Galway-Kilkenny final
cama on the back of widely welcomed
ruls and il wis the highesl-
sooring decider In 32 years. So how
frusirating was it that the pandemic shul
things down with further rule changes
wﬁﬂﬂihﬂhﬂﬂﬂnwﬂtmw

==Wir had & very good conversation
with all the stakeholders n advance of
the trial rules, We were very excited.
‘The first conple of weekcmnils wont supoer
and then we had four weekends of wet
weather warmings and an awful Lot of
matchis cancelled.

1t was really frustrating not to see the

luﬂw o delivered bt we look
totrial rules in foture competi-

e fora ot of peopliedsa
to the Alf-lrefan

uewmap ey e
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Newcestown are preparing for their first-ever campaign in the county senior
camogie championship. In 2019 they were crowned county intermediate

champions and now they’re ready to mix it with the heavyweights.
GER McCARTHY spoke to Mary McSweeney, Maeve Lynch and Evelyn Crowley to
chart Newcestown camogie’s remarkable rise

Newcestown trailblazers keen to

SUNDAY, Dctober 13th, 2009
was a hectic day for members
of the McSweeney houschald.
Michedl McSweency was busy
getting ready for Newcestown's
first-ever Cork senior football
‘championship semi-final ap-
pearance, against Duhallow.
His sister Mary was preparing
to captain the West Cork club
in an intermediate camogiec
county final against local ri-
vals Enniskeane on the same
alternoon, Both matches were
in the city.

By late evening, Mary and her
eammates were back home
celebrating the narrowest of
victories, They were joined by
thi senor men's squad despite
their five-point loss to Duhal-
low. What followed was a -
multuous couple of days cele-
brating an unbelievable yvear
for Mewcestown camogie.

"That whole week was just
plain crary” Mary MeSweeney
recalled.

"We came back from the
dead 1o bear Blackrock in
the county semi-final on the
Wednesday and then defeaged
Enniskeane o bevome inter-
meediate champions the follow-
ing Sunday, The day of the final
was mad in our place ag my
brother Michedl was getting
ready for his semi-final as well.
You can imagine the intensity
of the househald thay morning.
Exveryone was racing just to get
out the front door.”

Thankfully, the McSweeneys
managed toget (o Cork in time
for the first of two hugely im-
portant matches. Enniskeans
wiere expected to presem
formidable opposi-
tien in the coun-
ty imermediate
championship
decider at Cas-
the Road and
didn't dis-
appevnt.

Cork’s
Orla Croin
played a
leading role
with 1-6 for
Enniskeane
but it was

ter-coun-
ty pros-
pect,

Ciara O"5ullivan, who picked
up the plaver-of-the-match
award and contributed 1-5 of
MNewcestown's winning total,

‘Playing Enniskeane was
nerve-wracking because we
had come across each other
so many times in the past,
McSweeney added,

"We worked extremely hard
o get o that county final, in
particular the last five minutes
of the Blackrock game when
we: turmed what looked a cer-
tain defeat into an unexpected
ViCTOry.

‘Looking back, the county
final day is a complete Bur.
Maybe that's because of the cx-
citement of winning the coun-
ty. | don’t know. Being captain
made it extraspecial, but it was
all rush, ruesh the whobe day be-
cause our final was at noon and
Micheil's semi-final was only a
couple of hours later,

‘It was a brilliant [ecling
to lift that Nano Nagle Cup.
Thiei, | had toimmediarely Face
across town from Mahon to
Piire Ui Rinn to be on time
for the lads” semi-final. 1 re-
member leaving the car on dou-
blevellow lines. Sure, I didn't
give adamn at that stage!”

McSweeney's account of
county final day is a snapshot
of what camogie means to fam-
ilies iving in rural areas all over
West Cork. Newcestown will
b the first to admit that their
miost recent success didn't hap-
pen overnight. Yet, that run to
the intermediate title was also
the catalyst for the club to pros-
per across all their age-grades
as the Carbery club achieved a
remarkable trophy-haul during
that 12-month periosd.

In 2019 alone, and aside
from the men's achicvements,
Newcestown Camogle Club
brought home the county
intermediate, Carbery mi-
nor, UIGA county plate
and UGB league trophics
as well as finishing rin-
ners-up in both the Car-
bery U3 and LUl4

‘Some of the girls
pulled out the county
medals they hadwon
many years earlier and
showed them tous.
That was anemotional
moment for everyone

inthe dressing room.
But that's the way
Newcestown

—MaeveLynch

county league finals.

Sa, where does the hunger,
passion, dedication and drive
come from within such a small
village and rural area? There is
no strajghtiorwand answer but
the DNA for success probably
lies in the Fact so many of the
2018 camogic county-winning
squad were pucking a shiotar
araund the pirch together from
A YOUNE 3ge,

Cork intermediate Maeve
Lynch is currently studying In-
telbectual Disability Nursing in
UCC and working as a health-
care assistant with the COPE
foundation. She lined out at
centre-back in Newcestown's
2019 county final triumph.

Lynch's GAA carcer began
in her native Bandon before
joining Meweestown's camagic
set-upat a young age. As somic
one coming in from the outside,
fraim day one, Lynch began to

understand what the sport

meant to the local community.
I played hurling with' the
bz in Bandon up until 10 be-
fore joining Mewcestown camao-
gie and starting with them at
U2, the centre-back said.

“What | found when [ started

pgoing o Newcestown is that,
even though it is a small
village, everyone

- there is absolutely
GAA mad. There
was and still is a
real love for the game
there, Coming up through the
underage ranks, everyone al-
wiys wanted to make the team.
Every trainer drove youw on.
Each year, you were driving 1o

-,
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brew up another camogie storm
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players winning county

local rivals and nelghbours

be as good if not better than the
older team just ahead of yoa”
Lynch made her mark, 50
much &0 that she lined out for
Meweegtown in the 2015 junior
Mocounty final at the tender age
of 15, Producing a blistering
second-half display, the West
Cork elub ran out 4-12 to 0-6
winners over Watergrasshill a
week after Newcestown's men
claimed the Premier inter-
mediate county hurling title,

Success breeding success and

driving the club forward. That
junior A victory kickstarted
a golden era for the club and
they've risen through the ranks
gince then.

“Tio get the chance 1o play in
thar (2005) team was just sur-
real,’ Lynch admitted.

"Again, it was the older and
more expericnced players that
drove you on, You had tomatch
their passion and intensity oth-
erwise vou wouldn't be playing
with them for very long.

THl never forget that day in
the dressing rodm right before
we walked out on to the pitch
for the county final. Some of
the girls pulled out the coun-
tv medals they had won many
years earlier and showed them
to us. That was an emotional
mament for everyone in the
dressing room. But that’s the
way Mewcestown operates.
Constantly driving you on

and demanding more of those
around you.'



Another county final story
and another snapshot of what

camogic means to the West
Cork club,

Evelyn Crowley was midfield
alongside Lauren Whelan dur-
Ing Mewcestown's historic 2019
intermediate camogie county
final victory dver Enniskeane.
The primary school teacher in
Sunday’s Well began her New-
cestown odyssey over 25 vears
age and is in Hecle doubt as to
where the origing and roots of
their katest success lies.

“It all started while | was still
in national school, that's where
the love of camogie first came
from,” Crowley explained.

"Whiy is it 5o popular in New-
cestown and the surrounding
area? | guess vou would have 1o
say that the local schools had
@ big rode to play. Every one of
our natonal school teachers
were brilliant for bringing us
out to play camogie at the ear-
liest opportunin

There was and still is a big
emphasis on hurling, camogie
and football too to be fair, here,
The teachers’ love for the GAA
wiould hawe had a big influence
on us a8 children. Our families
o0, there would always have
been a strong GAA tradition in
the bocality and that’s why so
many people, like myself, grew
up loving and playing i’

It is worth recalling that
Newcestown also claimed the
county intermediate tithe as re-
cently as 2017 - again, getting
the better fo Enniskeane in the
final = anly for the senior B
grade to be removed the follow-
ing year. That meant & return
torthe tier that the Carbery side
had just conquered. Yet, the
desire to mix it with the best
at senior kevel has only served
1o spur Newcestown on — and
this season they will campaign
i the county senior camogie
championship for the first time
in the club's history.

The Carbery ¢lub's achieve-
ments did not go u|'i11n'l:i|:~ed
at inver-county bevel during
the past three years. Ciara
O Sullivan recently made her

Hnuush:nnulmm;fhrm

debut appearance with Cork
seniors in the national league
having previously won back-
to-back All-Ireland minor
medals alongside club-mare
Emma Tarrant. Add vo that,
Maeve Lynch lining out for
the county intermediates and
Grace Ryan helping Cork end
a I6-vear drought for a UIGA
All-Trefand title.

S, it is fair to say that New-
cestown camogie has never
been in such a healthy state
as they embark on their first
county senior championahip
campalgn. Covid-19 means a
reduced timeframe to complete
this wear's competition but &
reinvigorated Newcestown are
ready for the challenge,

‘It has been a difficult time
for everyone during Covid,
Evelyn Crowley said.

“Thankfully, our new trainer
Declan kept everyone
going with training plans and
WhatsApp chats which was
brilliant. Obviously, we missed
the girls' company when train-
ing a3 a team, but then every
team was in the same boat.

‘It makes it all the better
being back out on the pitches
again now after the lockdown,
The return of GAMA also rep-
resents a mapor boost to the
local community, | hope thar
we prove that we are worthy of
being senlor. We are going to
give it our all and put our best
foot forward. "

“We knew that we were an up-
and-coming club over the kast
couple of years, Masve Lynch
added.

“There are some young

mﬁmmmm

16-year-old girls in our squad
right now playing like they are
in their mid-20s, The likes of
Grace Ryan, Emma Tarrant
and the other younger girls are
already vital members of the
team now. Then you have Ciara
¥Sullivan who has made the
Cork senior team as well,

“Warking with wvulnerable
adults, 1 haven't been involved
in any team training sessions
and working away on my own
thanks to a training plan from
the Newcestown management
team, Covid-19 has been a very
strange time and it is tough
to know what will happen, At
the end of the day, we must
remember that every club in
Caork and the rest of the country
iz as unprepared. That's a good
thing in a way and should drive
L5 0N even more o suceeed. We
are entering the championship
with the intention of giving it
our best shot.”

LE L]

MNewcestown's success, both
male and female and at adult
and underage level, is nothing
short of sensational over the
past 24 months. In comparison
to city clubs with huge play-
ing numbers, for a rural West
Cork club drawn from such a
small population to be punch-
ing above their weight at senbor
bewvel is the studf of dreams, The
club now has senior camogie,
football and hurling teams.

Mo one knows whart the Im-
iediate or lopg-term future
hatds with fears of a second
wave of the pandemic looming

F
Lo

Newcestown's Evelyn Crowley Is sandwiched between two Gailltr players during the 2019

Munster
3=-11t02=5.

‘Why isit so popular in
Newcestownand the
surrounding area? |
guess you would have
tosay that the local
schools had abig roleto

play’ - Evelyn Crowley

large an the horizon, In the in-
terim, all GAA clubs can do is
play as many matches as possi-
ble and try to get back to some
semiiance of normakity,

It woudd be a shame for Cav-
id-19 to interrupt the Mew-
cestown foothall, harling and
camogie juggernaut for o sece
omnd time. That’s what makes
the connection betwesn com-
manity and GAA club so impor-
tant, especially living through
these unheralded times.

“You could walk up to the
Mewcestown pitch any night
of the week and theee will be
something gaing on, a match or
Just a wraining session, Macve
Lynch said,

‘As well a5 that, there are
always enough coaches and
parents around and willing to
hetp owt. The commumity drives
this club, There are people up

camoghe dub semi-final at Newoestown. The Waterford team won

2020 SENIOR DRAW |

Newcestown's introduction 1o life at the top table of Cork camogle

Is & opening tussle with seasoned senior

Kikeagh.

CaMpatgEners
Wit Carbery after pulling out of the 2020 county camogie Senior
champéanship, Newcestown are the only Carbery representstivein
the

competitan
Thi faser of the Mewoestown v Kileagh garme has 3 second chanoa
as they will go into the losers’ round, and face ether Seandon or

The chib section draw In the 2020 senfor champlonship Is as

follows: Rourd 2~

Courcey Fovers v Cloughduy; Kileagh v

Kewcestown; Milford v Elre Og: Bafincolig v Inniscarra; Glen Rovers
v Sarsficlds: 5 Finbarr's v Douglas; Ballygaran v 5 Cathering's.

at the GAA club who don’t have
kids helping out in whatever
way they can, .

‘Competition between the
boys and the gicls is definitely
still there and as strong now as
when 1 first stareed oat. Every-
one is delighted at the success
our U215 and men's teams have
had but that also drives the
camogie on to try and achieve
the same.

"Lagt year wis just fantastic
and the fads seemed to be win:
ning all around them. 1t shows
that the foundations are there
for the elub o bulld an and
achieve even mare, In the mid-
die ofit all, the local commumity
kecps rowing in behind s and
they are absolutely fantastic

thee way they come out and sup-
port 20 many different teams
across all the age grades,

‘Everyons in Newcestown is
willing todowhatever it canfor
their GAA elub.”

Against thar positive back-
drop, Newcestown camogic are
ready for their first campakgn
In the county senlor i
ship, They've drawn Killeagh
in the opening round. It's a
tough task, but Mewcestown
are ready, they've waited long
endigh for this:chance. The
club's underage structure has
attracted huge numbers once
aAgain :‘E:atﬂ;ihnfﬂ bﬁﬂﬂunﬂ
AT a we futune 15
..i'ﬁm. It's time to brew up
a storm aoe Again.



Wallace blasts

Ecghan Cormican

Cork minor camoghe manager Jerry
Wallace has branded the Camogie As-
ﬂu‘ilﬂiir]‘lll."llmtﬂﬂ'l-'ﬂﬁll:ﬁ? body ™ afler
he was refused an appeal hearing to
contest the decision to abandon this
yvear's All-Ireland minor camogie
clmplonship.

Wallace was informed on Friday that
hiz reguest for a hearing to appeal the
decision taken by Ard Chombairle lasi
month had been turned down.

In an email (o Walloce setting oot
why no appeal was belng allowed,
Camogie Assoctation Ard Sthirthdle
Simdad MeMulty pointed to Bube 105 (p)
of the game's Oflicial Guide, which
stiates that the roles and responsibilities
of And Chomhbairle include controlling
All-lreland competitions, and Buke 5.1,
“There shall be no appeal against a deci-
sion of Ard Chomhairle or of any unit
implementing such & decision’.

The Cork manager confirmesd to the
Irish Examiner he would not be taking
the matier (o the Disputes Resalution
Authority (DRA) and was now
drawing a line under his
efforts bo hiave (the competis
tion neinsiabed.

The 11-team All-lreland
minor camogio champion-
ship was two-rounds old
when the sporting world
ground to a lhalt In mid-
Mareh.

In o statement to this
ficwspaper lasl month, the
Camogic Association high-
lighted the crogsover of
minor players with adult f
inter-county tenms as one
of the key reasons why the

Cork miner cameogia
manager Jerry Wallace |
will not be taking the
matber to the Disputes
Resolution Authority
(DRA) and was now
drawing a line
under his efforts to
have the competition
reinstated.

Picture: Ryan Byme
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Camogie

Association
after minor
appeal fails

S0 maipor champlenship was nod belng
restaried when Inter-county activity be-
sumes from mid-Oclober.

Provincial champlonships will be or-
pranized for minor camogie teams later
im the year and while Cork will compets
im the Munster compotition, Willace re-
mains adamant that an All-Treland
champlonship should have bean
played.

In his letter secking an appeal, the
2018 and 3018 All-lreland minor camo-
pie winning manager cited Role 2.3 of
the Camogio Association OMicial Guide
Part 1. This rule states that *“The core
values gubding the Association are: {a)
tnclusiveness'; and “{e) egualily in
accordance with relevant equality ]
Iation and fair play”, Healso made
ence to Rube 10.5 (1) ‘promotion of best
practice in player welfara’,

Wallace, reflecting on the decision to
cleny him an alﬁuﬂng.mm theas-
sociation “ran for cover and burled the
appeal with their ovwn rule. which pro-
tects the members of Ard Chomhairie™,

He continued: 1 was aware and con-
selous of the rale which states that
there shall be no appeal against a deci-
gion of Ard Chomhbairie. i rule does

pradect the Arid Chombairie, but T was

hoping we'd still be able to get a

heoaring and gain a better v -
ing as to why the decksbon was maide.
*As a member of the association,

you cannsd actually challenge
the Ard Chombabrle.

“There is a tired adminis-
tration up there, I think the
orjganization is very tired,
and didn't want a chal-
bonupe. 1 think they
they have made a
mistake because of the
lobbying that went on
and are not big

cenongh to change it

The isaues we raised
In secking the &
particularly in the
rule pertaining to
cgitality, they ran
from that.

“I am disappoinied
not o have been
brought i and afforded
a hearing, to be albowed
to put a few points to

!;I:-Imsﬂhu_.ﬁu Killeagh, who mmmnuﬂ#umwmmmmmmm Ficture: Howrard Crowedy

‘Galway
on collision

course
with Cork

Camogle
Eoghan Cormican

Reigning All-Treland camogie cham-
plons Galway and 2008 winners Cork
have been pitted against one another in
Group 1 of the redraan 25520 All-Ireland
Championship.

The twoe counties met in last year's
All-Ireland semi-final, with Galway
scoring a narrow one-paint win to end
Cork's thresin-a-row tile bid,

Completing Group 1 are Offaly and
Wexford

Beaten finalists in 2017, 18, and “19,
Kilkenny find
ol

up2
Limerlck, Water.
ford, and last
vears intermedi-
ate winners Woest-
meath.

Hilkenny have
A new manager af
the helm in Brian
Dowling after
Ann Doewney's
decision to step
down after-last
Year's final
defeat.

The ariginal
T Eroup format
for the senior championship has been
replaced by three groups, Group 3

st thres feams.

mmfmlnsiu

With Group 1 and Group 2 containi
the seeded counties — Galway an
Kilkenny, the respective winners of
these fwio growps will advance to the
AllIreland semi-finals. The winner of
Group &, along with the runners-up in

the thres groups will progress fo the

Kathleen Woods:
Welcomed news.

quarter-final 5&:&&
Blo start or finish dates have yet been
announced for the 2080 Cha ip.

In the intermediate grade, the four
gmum ners will Progress ta the
semi . The winner of Group 1 will
meed the winner of Group 2, with the top
teams from G 8 4 amdl 4 clashing in
T e e VY

n wnior , the top
two from elther group will advance o
the sermi-finals,

Camogie Association president
Kathleon Woods said it was a “dream”
that there was camoghe action to ook
forward to later this vear given the wn-
ceriainty of recent months.

Alliralang Saniar Camopis :

aem, Tt s & wrong decizion (0 get rid of
a competition like this, It reflects a tired
body, a governing that

't want to take on the challenges

of putting In the fxtures. It iz up (o
managers (o arrange their teams, to pet
thelr players out, and to work with
oiher managers in the county. To me,

teATs b lhe NSs0

whll b nd

that should be our worry, not theirs,

But they bave cited this as their prob.

lem — the fixtures affecting other move on now. We have fo drive omand

maki muﬁ!t%ﬂgfﬂ-ﬁ;plm:tln;ﬁm

tition ¢ developmén

i That izl wemn do. We

chosure o it. We tried, we -
amd nop We move

iation at intec-connty
level, That 18 enly codswallop.”

ucwmﬂ'ﬂtlncﬁndisamw:ﬂem m‘fu
among county minor managers, there  need
b challenges to the deci.

to arrange
chal

games

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

JUHE_H%dubambaﬂ:
preparing o champion.
mwﬁm hlzt.rBHgmh
no
hﬁ:&rﬂﬂpf:lﬂamm
search o dﬂﬂmm
beafiore tha championship.
Witk fren of junior com:-
ha'u-ruhunhimhﬂm
1o gat eveny-
dione and dusted and it all
an July 24 a8 1he Junior A
i I‘l‘hﬂhﬁﬂhﬁ
Cliarmies &S Wh‘lmi.
yiisr b regraded 1]
unicr A, take on Ballinascanty.
oo aba ok dé il
. Yoaf & Mnnes up
second siing and given that
Sarsfiekds senior $ide will not
1ake to the field wntil Awgust 2,
of talant &l

W il ok ok 15 Shep
W8 gekdad

sanor when thes
lem‘pmmmm*ﬁ:

Three first round garmes take
place on July 25,
Casthe Road will host the

Mallow and mm

JUNIOR B

Ten chubs will battle & out for the
Jumnéor B title.

i all bagirs on August 4 when
Mewcesiown pliy host to Bride
Roviers and Bishopsiown, who

hiiBstraat who have home venue
and the final of round
oo well sea hicsting
Innescasra’s second adul team
an August 12th.

JUNIOR C
Tha C championship ls a

Pl OB ition
15 batfing for the
PO
Kilbre and 52 Fanahan's gel
off to & star on Juby
27 in Kilbrisk in the only round-
0N Garme.
ﬁﬂuhm:mm e
and on the sams
e,
&1 hiome meating
Killaagh's sacond adult baam.
August & three garmse on tha
aganda, mmmﬂ“
Castlesmartyr, the winnens
Kilbroa) St Fanahans’ first round
game meat inniscana’s third
adult ieam and Granagh host

on T Kinsale head io
mmmum

sides mned lns ypar's runnans up
Aghnda traved 1o mest 5t Coim's,

wiren't

slon, “The only on is the DRA, but
W are not goi ﬁm that ayenne. We

-
=
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Eallinadee Macramembers, brother and sister Jerry and Christine O'Nell

mmﬂﬂuﬂm':www;mmm,h e
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Carbery senior camogie
team has withdrawn from
the county championship
over Covid-19 fears

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

[T was a difficult decision to
pale, and it has left a low of pay-
ers disappointed, but Carbery
Camogie feels it has made the
right move by withdrawing its
semior team from (he upcoming
munglﬂummﬂﬂpa _

This all unfolded quite quick-
Iy on Friday and in the wake of
thres bocal GAA clubs = Argideen
Rangers, Ballinascarthy and St
Olfver Plunkett's - all tempaorari-
E-_rss_nspmdlzngu;rhi:iruﬁnmb
members came into contact with
a person who subsequently test-
ed positive for Covid-15.

On Friday morning Carbery

je was contacted by aclub
that they were due o play in
a challenge game last Monday,
and the elub side outlined their
concerns given what was un-

folding in West Cork, The pow-
ers-that-be in.Carbery Camogie
then moved fast and, putting
health and safety first, made
the decision to withdraw their
senior team from the county

“The safery of the girls and
the clubes is priority for us” ex-
phined Carbery Camagie secre-
tary Mary Sexton,

‘After the club contaered us
and said that they weren't com-
fortable to go ahead with the
challenge in light of what was

locally, we had & meet-
inge anvd decided that the safety of
aur plavers, and the local clubs,
isa priority.

Given that six clubs from Cars
bery are invalved in the divisional
camogle team this seadon, the
decigion-makers were very Oog-
pisant of the knock-on effect on

1 b o .
[ IN%
3 : —

TIGHT 5POT

.- +
MRSy -

[ -

seniar camoghe champianship at Casthe Read, The Glen won 0-14 ta -9,

local clubs if o similar sitoation
powhat unfobded last weak played
ot again in the weeks ahead.

"We were due to play Sean-
diin {on July 31st) and Imokil-
Iy {on August 4th) within foar
days of each other and we have
six of the nine cubs in Carbery
represented on the panel. God
forbid anything happened, we
could wipe out Carbery and it
could bring it a1l to a standstill
We coubdn't take that chamce,
Sexton explained.

"W were going 1o play two
moare divisional sides so that's
# lat of chubs mixing in a short
space of time. Potentially it wasn

biiz of melting pot and we have to
put the heafth and safety of ouwr
players and their clubs first!

Sexton wnderstands that
players will be disappointed as
Carbery were confident of go-
ing on a run in this year's senior
championship, aving come very
close to making the semé-finals
last season. At beast players still
have chib ehampionships 1o look
forwmnd o

Ballinascarthy’s Jerry Ryan is
part of the Carbery management
team abong with Paul Crowley,
and they were informed of the de-
cisian 1o withdraw by thee baard.

1 diidn’t disagres with the de-

ciston and 1 didn’t argue with it
what | did say is that some of the
girls will be very disappointed
and that's navural enaugh where-
as maybe others might be happy
il they were uncomfortable with
gaumes poing ahead, Ryan said,
The Carbery team had yet to
et together ahead of the county
champdonship, but there was a
feeling that they could be one to
watch this seasan, even without
the: Mewestown contingent as
they have gone senior on their
i But wary of the repercus-
gions in the event of a Covid seare
i the weeks aheadd, Carlsery hove
palbed out. -

f—ﬂ_-__-—_—_—

: _I_.

Cliona Martin and Kelly Fa

Ivey during the Cork
Picture: Eddse (Hare



CORK versus Galway is certainly the
most aliractive paleing that came ool
of last Thursday evening's Live cama-
gie champlonship draws on the assoct-
ation's Facebook page.

With 11 countios partaking in the
sonior championship, there are two
proups of four and ope with three
teams. Galway and Kilkenny, last
year's finalists, were seeded into
rroups 1 and 2 while Cork and Tipper-
ary, Inst vear's semi-finalists, were
separately put into a bowl where first
drawn went into group 3 and the re-
maining team joined, as [t turned out,
Galway in group 1. )

While Tipperary were possibly thril-
fed to be stlected first and head 1o the
two-game round three group with
Clare and Dublin, | think Cork are far
better placed to be where they ane,

They are almost guaranteed a
guarter-final spot even if they drop
points 1o Galway and the tougher the
games in your group the more they'll
stand to oLl

If Tipperary win thelr two games
they're straight through to a semi-
final. Cork have three games against
Galway, Offaly, and Wesford. They e
an oxtra game and if they lose to Gal-
veay they'l1 have a quartor-final to alse
play — far better preparations in my
view for a semi-final,

Liberty Insurance Senior
Camogie Championship
1! Group 1. Galway, Cork, Offaly, Wex-
ol
B Group 2= Kilkenny, Limerick, Water-
fire, Wiestmmeath.
B Group & Tipperary, Clare, Dublin.

First placed from groups 1 and 2 will
head strajght for the semi-final. First
placed in group 3 go inbo a4 quarter:
ﬁn:;la'l-'dﬂ& second-pliced In groups 1, 2
and 3.

Cork have a tough group in the in-
termediate champlonship, Thirteen
counties take part, thres groups of
ihree and one group of four is the
make-up. Cork lie in group 2 with
Meath, who have stepped back down
from the senior grade, and Kerry, last
yvear's junior premier champions,

Liberty Insurance Intermediate
Camogle Championship
B Group 1: Galway, Dublin, Kildare,
Laois,
B Group 2 Meath, Kerry, Cork,
B Group 3: Down, [}ET?;;K]MHH}'-
B Group 4: Tipperary, Antrim, Carlow.

Mo dates or venies have yot been
given for the champlonships which is
due to start on Octeber 17.

Cork will fieel they have amends to
make after thelr one-point defeat to
Galway in Inst year™s senior champlon-
ship semi-final.

It's the worst kind of defeat, one
point, becanse vou beat yoursell w
afterwards thinking about every bk
ihat you could have won o get that
one-point leveller, two to win it. To
then see your victers, go on and win
the All-lreland is such emphatie style
1" sare hurt Cork.

Cork were Mat in the Goaelic Grounds
in Limerick that day, Galway players

Tara Kenny of Galway celebrates a second-half score against Corkin last year's Al-reland semi-final.

wore thelr veart on their sleeves. That

waz the difference. And it's not an un-

expected occurrence when a three-in-

a-row chasing side are caught by a

ifﬂm willing to put their bodies on the
ne,

That's not taking away from Gal-
way. They theroughly deserved thelr
win. Cork’s slow passing game out of
defence caught them where they were
purned over on many an occasion.

Galway came to Limerick with a
brillkant intensity, They had done that
in the past, but always lost their way in
ihe final guarter. This fime, when
Cork went three points ahead it was a
different Galway shie.

Instead of ng their heads they
picked off some lovely long-distance

nts and saw the game out, holding
: k to just four i5 in the second
alf.

in my opinion, Galway upped 1t
again for the final, where Kilkenny
had to be Favourites, playing in their

Cork's Pamala Mackey and Nimah Hanniffy of Galway battling

out last season,

Foctare: INPHO/Ryan Byrne
fourth final, six in seven seasons, They
hlitzed the Cats, 3-14 to 01T,

Does this make Calway the favour-
§tes for 20007

It's been a strange year so how it has
affected teams, time will tell. But in
normal times you would expect that
Galway have improved massivel
gince they took to the feld to play
last August in that semi- :

The monkey ks off their back. They
have confidence now and if they don’t
mess it up, like 5o many Galway teams
af the past, they could realistically win
back-to-hack titlhes.

In 2013, when Galway previously
wop the All-Treland, I feli they got a
handy one, if there is such a thing [
kv, [ didn't expect them to be close
in 2014 and they weren't.

But this team 5 different. What bot-
ing Cork and Kilkenny has done for
their confldence on the way o eoom-
ing champions last September is im-
messra b,

Fictare: INPHO/Ryan Byrme

@® ! thinkCorkarefar
better placed to be
where they arc. @@

Let's take it back to 1999 when Cork
hammered Tipperary in the league
final by over 30 points. We lost the All-
Ireland semi-final to Kilkenny when
we were hot favourites, again going for
three-ln-a-row.

Tipperary came through on the
other side and with Cork out of the
way, beat Kilkenny in the final by a
point and became a t team al-
maost

L.

They went on to win five All-Treland
titles in six years, beating Cork on a
pumber of occasions in the process,

I often wonder if we hadn't fallen to
Kilkenny what would hawe happened?
If we reached the final and beat Tipp
would they have dominated 50 much
afterwards?

it doesn't matber, they won it amd e
eame an almost invincible force after-
wards, Will histary regu! itself with
Galway? One :anlzat- r sune, it cer-
tainly mibe this year's chanipion-
ship all the more exciting.



THE Camogie Assoclation followed up
Lzt week's draw for the 2020 Liberly 1n-
gurance camoghe champlonships by con-
firming that this year's senjor All-Ireland
{inal will take place at Croke Park on Sat-
urcliay, Decembaer 12,

That will be the day before the resche-
duled All-Ireland hurling final and one
weal hafore the football finals for both the
men and women, 19th for the men and the
aith for the LGFA,.

pue to the demands on the pitch in
Croke Park in December, this year with
various fixtures across all codes due o
take place at a time of year when natural
grass growth will be limited, the inter
mediate and premier junior finals will ot
be played on the same day as has been the
ease in recent years. That's hugely disap-
pointing for those players but it's under-
siarkalile.

Therefore, the senior camogie final will
he a standalone ficture.

There i3 every chance also that regard-
loss of the fixture time the game will be
under Croke Park lights. On a dull De-
cember day, you might need the Lights on
as carly as Zpm.

Ir-2ii8 Pandie Murray Jed Cork fo All-
{reland senior and intermediate titles in
Croke Park and in 2009 Galway Manager
Cathal Murray took charge of both teams
playing back-to-back All-] reland finals on
Adl-Ireland ﬂn:llil.il.ub’;._ T ———

Any manager looking to do simllar this
iy E&n assnme that both grades will be
scheduled to take place on different days.

OFf course, they will be, On the biggest
day of ihe camoggle calendar no other com-
petitive game goes ahead across the
SOURITY.

The detalls of the playing of those et
mediate and junior finals will bea e
ko In the coming weeks., ’

What 5 weekend it would be if Cork
wers in both the camogie and hurling Al
fratand finals. Imaging four Mnals over
two weekerids — dare we dream? p

Any hope that the camogie association
might backtrack on thelr decision lo can-

el the minor champlonship was well and
truly dashed last Friday when the sub-
mitied appeal failed

The appeal failed on the grounds of an
mm:auun rule where the decisions of

Chomhidrle canmot be challen 8o,
the minar intercounty provineial cham.
plonship will go ahead but the All-Ireland
1% o moTe,

it"s bitterly disappeinting for many
voung girls and still the wrong decision in
my Opimben.

Meanwhile, speaking with Paundbe Mur-
pay during the week after Cork were
placed in group 1 with Galway, Offaly and
Wesford in this vear's champlonship he
was quick to state that there are a number
of things that would need to go right in ad-
vance of the championahip kicking off on
October 17 for Cork to be where they want
to bo,

Having sakd that, 2020 ks all about devel-
opment of a panel where he has intro-
dced a numiber of young players.

“Wa won't have much thme to walk
through with the group how we want
them to play in advance of the champlon-
ship,” the Cork manager stated.

“It's n phenomenally tough group and
we'll have six training sessions hefore il
staris. Wa've a vory young team and dom't
write off Wexlord down in Wexford if we
happen to play them there.

“They e getting their players back and
there'll I & bit of prossure on there, Bul
that"s what you'd expect.

“Ma draws have been masde yet =0 we
dont know who we'ne iip against first. ]
understamd that Galway bellove they ame
at home tous in the apening round but Lm

Cork manager Paudie Murray during I.Im'trln-mm All-tretand Senior Camogie Championship semi-final against Galway at the Gaelic
Eauunﬁ,ﬂmﬁcthﬂﬂm.tﬂhh:umnﬂmmw,mmHufmimmhﬂu'smdumﬁmmlphnut

Ficture: IPHO/ Ryan Byme

Festive finals
on the cards

Tt sure low they worked that ont.

“(ipe would assume that the games will
b in neutral venues and good stadiums.
Mothing was mentioned about home and
fway venues boing the format the day of
the draws."

True, bt rothing was mentioned that
evening outside of the groups being se-
lecied 50 a home and away siteation could
aiill occur.

And all gasmes are supposed 1o be in do-
cent enclosed stadiums anyway. Cork
wore refused champlonship games In
(astle Road becanse it isn't an enclosed
pitch,

=T agree,” Pandie sald

“But I'm loeking at the Hkes of Thurles,
particularly at the time of the year the
games are 1o be played in,

“The sod has 1o be good. It'1l be dark
very sarly in the day as well. We would
profor not to be playing Galway in our
first game with just six sessions behind us
but we'll have to see how that plays out.

"] b we et the pairings falrly soon.
The Cork county semior final is down for
decision on September 27,

“Wa'd b hoping that can be pulled for-
veard to thie week before to give us thme for
another twa or thres sesshons. Most other
counties are finkshing mid-September,

#I1 may rot mattor i the clubs invalved
don't have inter-county players involvisd
baik we won't know that until affer the
semi-finals,"

1t's more difficult for Cork than other
counthes with so many clubs amwd divisions
involved — it now stands at 16 after Car-
bery withdrew.

It could be a draw too on the ZVth and
thon wi're In a presicament i wa do have,
inter-county players involved

But it's n year with a difference and you,
ean bed that when permission for inter-
county training is given Cork will do
pverything in their power to do them-
selves justice in this season's champlon-,
ship even if Paudie states that: “we havaa
very young team so this year Is about par-
ticipation and development.” '

Armed with a Black
Tip belt in taekwondo,
nobody will mess with
Ciara O'sullivan on the
camogie pitch

Tellus an Interesting fact about yourseli?
i have a Black Tip belt in taekwondo,

What Netfilx/ TV show ane you watching at the moment?
The final serles of Oramge Is the New Black.

Wha's the greatest West Cork sportsperson ever?
i wotid have bo say my second cousin Phil Healy — she ks a fan-
tastic athlete

If you could be any superhero, who would it be?
The Flazh,

Mame one friend who'd love to see thelr name appear In The
My grandmother, Juu O'Sulivan.

Highlight of your sporting career?
Winning the 2010 county imtermediate camogie lind agsnst ow
neighbours, EnnsHeane.

Tedl s & funimy jokos:
| ance had a teacher with a lazy cye _ she couldn't control her

pupds,

Whene's your favourite place in West Cork?
The chitfs in Howe Strand, Kibrittain

Tea or coffee?
Tea

How many perguins would it takoe o kill a shark?
Mot enciegh.

Against your will, you have to lve in another county besides
Cowrke, whers co you got
MymmWalmmHIM'mmserwhmmm
of i ford

What sport event would you love to tick off your bucket list?
Thie Rughy Word Cup,

You're In a karacke bar and have to sing aduet =
who do you sing with and what would you sing?
It mﬁ:{dmﬁmmmmmmw Shyles

himsedl.

What question woulkd you leed to have been

asked in this interview?

WWHen and wiiere did | first play camogie? | think you coukd fuess
thia genenic answeor to thisl

Ciara OFSullvan (18), from Newcestown. s one of the maost
oxcitkng young players in Corbery comogie. A buck-(o-bock
All-Irefand mingr winner with Cork, she wos drofted into the
county senior poned for this season ond made her debut in
the the national league cgaist Wieterford earfer inthe year.
mmmmmﬂmuﬁnmwﬂummmmhﬂm
county intermediate comaogle final win gfler scoring 1=5to help

Newcestown go sevion.
wl. o




Cork draw
Galway in
All-Ireland

EY KIERAN McCARTHY

EVEN though Orla Cronin is
eompletely focussed onclubac-
tion for the weeks and months
ahead, the Enniskeane wom-
an watched the 2020 Liberty
Insurance All-lreland senior
camogie championship draw
with interest, as Cork were
drawn in the same group as
All-Ireland champions Galway.

The Connacht side defeat- |

ed Cork, 0«14 to 110, in Tast |

year’s All-Ireland semi-final,
and Cronin feels this will be the
ideal vest for the Rebels when
the ehampionship throws in
later in the year.

‘It’s something 1o look for-
wird 1o We are happy to have
that game in the group against
Galway. Last year was hugely
disappointing for us s this will
be a test and show us where
we are because Galway are the
number ane team at the mo-
ment, Cronin said.

CHTaly and Wexford are also
in Growp 1 aleng with Cork and
Galway.

The senior championship
draw in full is: Growp |: Cork,
Galway, Offaly, Wexford; Group
2: Kilkenny, Limerick, Water-
ford, Westmeath; Group 3:
Clare, Dublin, Tipperary.

Cronin: Fast start can
our intermediate title bid

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

TWICE in the previous three
seasons Enniskeane have come
up short in the county interme-
diate camogie final = but they
are determined to take the nexct
£tep this season.

Both in 2017 and 2019 they
lost the county final 1o rivals
Mewcestown, who have since
gone on to senior, but Enni-
skeane aren't (oo far away from
getting their hands on the prize
theey wank.

They kick off this year's coun-
ty championship campaign
against Ballyhea in Castle Road
this Sunday evening (Gpm) -and
Cork star Orla Cronin is keen to
make sure it's & winning start,

“There is a lot of emphasis
being put on these first-round
games and il we can get off to a
good start we will put ourselves
in a good position for the npext
few weeks,” the Enniskeane ace
explained.

‘Momentum will be a big

thing this season,if you can find
form at the start that should
stand to you because the chum-
phonship is being played in such
a short window

Cronin scored 1-6 in last
vear's county final loss (249 1o
2-8) against Newcestown and
with young guns like Sinead
Hurley, Tara Sheehan and
TDraire OFBrien gaining experi-
ence each season, the team is
FIOWITHE SITONEET.

'Every year we have definite-
Iy learned something from the
defeats we have sulfered. Every
year too we try to focus on the
things that we feel might have
let us down and work to im-
prove them, Cronin explained.

"We're alzo gaining experi-
ence all the time. A lot of girls
have come onto the interme-
diate team over the last few
years s they're learning and
developing, and secing what's
needed at this level.

There was more good news
for Enniskeane last Friday

el -

I-lstulyrmtutmehmd
first-time ever. They got the better of 5t Colum'sby 3-7to 0-9.

night when the club fielded a
second team for the first time in
the elul’s history — o side mixed
with youth and experience beat
5t Colum's 3-7 to 0-3,

The history-making team in-
chsded Celine Myhan, Labhao-
ie McCarthy, Ruth O'Driscoll,
Eibhlin Mangan, Kellie Scan-
nell, Hazel Browne, Margue-
rite Nyhan, Sacirse Fleming,
Davina Connolly, Aoife Shee-

help

han, Ciara ODonovan, Deir-
dre Browne, Julie Anne Hayes,
Lauren Corcoran and Caoimbe
Hennessy.

This team, Enniskeane 2, will
take on Glen Rovers 2 in the
county junior championshipon
August Sth.

Dither West Cork teams in
action in the opening round of

when Enniiskeane fielded asecond camogle team for the

e

.

the county intermediate camo-
gie championshap this weckend
are:

» Clonakilty take on Brian
Dillens in Castle Boad on Mon-
day, July 27th, st T.30pm

« Valley Rovers play Black-
rock on Monday, July 27th, at
7.30pm

» Kilbrittain-Timabeague play
Carrigaline in Castle Road on
Tuesday, July 26th at 7.30pm

Sponsorship boost
as camogie returns

IT'S all systems go as the Cork
Camogie Board gears up for a busy
apnson of senior championship ac-
tion starting this wookend.

I & major boost Lo the sport, ves-
terday they announced the continu-
ed sponsorship of all champion-
ghips from senior to minor by SE
Svsioms.

The Intermediate and Junior A
championship first rounds have al-
ready taken place, whilst senfor
cluhs are gearing up for o busy wee
kend which will see soven Tirst
round tes this weelend.

SE Syatems have been wonderTul
championship sponsors to Cork Ca-
mogie since coming on board in
nianaging Director John O°Leary
jis & man who has deep roots in local
GAA, and a member of the Brian
Dillon's club whore he held varlous
positions including elub chairman
jand he knows just how important
epbnsorship l= to tho i

“w are delighted to continne our
partnership with the Cork Camogie
board and spongor thelr champion-
ships,” John O'Leary said.

“Down through the years we have
witnessed the huge work that is
gnlnﬁ:in ot all hevels

“Their magnificent complex In
Casthe Romd i testament to the hard

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

e

work they are doing and 5E 5ys-
tems ks only too ha to contlimuwe
b support the board In any way we
CaArL

*We are looking forward o an-
other great season of championship
panse af all bevels.”

speaking at the launch Mary
MeSweeney, Chairperson of Cork
Camoghe board was thrilled to have
SE Systems back on board at a diffi-
cult tinye for companies,

“We nre dellghted to continue our
partnership with SE Systems who
have boan superb sponsors of all
aur championship,” Mary sabd.

“John and his family have deep
roots in our game and the support
thoy give Is second o nond.

“We look forward to a hisgely ex-
citing and attractive programme of
games ahead and It is fantastic to
have SE Systems on board with us

ofce agaln.
=W are in strange and trying
times ancd to have this & fisa

huge boost o us, onr thanks o
averyone invoelved in making this
erﬁh_ﬂ




Eight
teams to
contest
Minor A

= Mary Newman

THE dates for the SE Systoms
minor championship st rownd
games have besn anmounced.

Wvith & kod of these players akso
imvobved with their clubs in aduls
championships there will be Eile
time for recovery betwean
games as fixures come thick
and fast,

With the U16 and Li14 cham-
pionship cpening rounds to be
slefied in as well, svary single
night betwean now and mid-
September will be utiised as the
county Bosrd work 1o keap tha
show on the road,

Minor A

Eight teams will contest the
Minor A champlonship which
gets under way on August 14
when Inniscarra host last sea-
son's B winners 51 Finban™s and
Balinora travel to meat holders
Eﬂm 98|

1 angue Wwinnars Agha-
da hiat Aghabullogue onm August
17 and on August 20, Eire Og
haad to MewoEshown.

Twanty sides will battée it out in
the apaning rounds of the 5E
Sysiems Minor B championship
whizh get under way on August
bank hobday waekand.

O Augusl 2 it's the all-city
clash al Blackrock and Ma Plar-
saigh in Blackrock, and Fr
OFHedl’s head down o play Kil-
brittain | Timolaague.

Castlemantyr maka the trip 10
Mallow on August 3 and on Au-
gust 8 Baliygarsan are at home
for their maating with Buttevan,

Fowur ang down for Au-
gust 9: Ballincollig travsed 1o meat
Enniskeaans, Killeagh make the
trip 10 Courcey Rovers, Glen
Rovers are al home against Kil-
brea and Cloughduy head 1o
Douglas.

Minor C

Seveniesn teams will panicipata
i tha Minor G championaihip.

Six taams will pkay in round
one, round twa will have 11
teams plus one winmring team
from round one, nownd thees will
gea threa losing teams fram
round one plus soven [aeing
teames Trorm nodmned bad,

Tracton and Midlaton errl
proceedings undervay on Au-
gust 1.in Tracion, the Tollowing
day Sliabh Rua head lo mesd
Clonakity and on August 3, Blar-
w Barryrod.

an round two gameas gel
under way on Augusi 13 when
the winners of Blamey versus
Barryroa meet Rockban and
powlownshandrum play the
winners of Tracion wersus Midie-

ko,

Bride Aovers host Ballinas-
carthy the following night, Au-
gust 14, and on August 15

travel to play Valley
Rovers and Millstrest head fo
Carrigaling.

The last round bad QAMes ang
an August 16 as Casllelyons
meat Youghal in Youghal and
Cobh maat tha winner of Cion-
akilty versus Slabh Rua.

Camogie in

Keevea ,s:mmumnﬁmum'mmﬁmmnm.mmmmﬂmnm

Senior stars

R

back in action

Mellerick

THERE iz an action-packed weekend in
store as the SE Systems Cork sonior ca-
mﬁ:chamﬂnmmp COMTNETCES.
long-awaited championship means
that we have a full calendar for the next
nine weeks as the 17 teams involved fight
it ot for the coveted Punch Shoecare Cup.
Courcey Rovers and E]m“ are
first up in Castleroad on 53 I
Courcoy's had & topsy turvy year in
2019, They started the championship so
well, with & mammaoth victory over Mil-
ford, 623 to 0.5, but in turn took a heavy
defeat to 5t Finbarr's 512 to 15, Plagned
with injury and losing Jacinta Crowley
and Filona the week of the game
was a stretch too far and you'd expect
them to be a more efficient side as they
face a Cloughduy team which lost their
opening round narrowly to Carbery and
back door ta 5t Catherine’s. But
were # tough outfit te whom Cloughduy
lost y and despite having a young
gide and belng without Bﬂ'f Corkery
iy will leave ing om the pitch.

k and et in Coachford.
Elre Of gave a very commendable ac-
count of themselves in their first year in
senior ranks. They face a Milford side re-
bullding, with Elaine O'Riordan another
retires of that great team earlier in the
decade, They still have the formidable
Ashling T i who will take some
watching but Eire Og with a sﬁuerll-nd ap-
proach can ghve this o right ratilo.

Kilbeagh had such ang':at 2019, falling at
the semi-finnl sta r o piilsating re-
play to Inniscarra. With three Cork senlor
plavers and all clubs feeling the benefit of
having their intercounty players training
wiith Killsagh aro Ing a very
strong force. More §s necded from their
forwards though iF they want to go o step
further in 2020, SBenior debulnmnts Newoes-
fow will have 1t all to o but they are a

giele who won't be found wanting
in the desire department. A hard-working

Sarefields’ Emer Fennell hammers home a goal against Inniscarrain last year's Cork Camogie SE
Systems senior champlonship final, Sars take on Glen Rowers on Sunday in what could be the

game of the weekend.

hour-s required o make Lifo difficalt for
the East Cork side

Om Sunday wo have three great clashes.
&{ Finbarr's and Douglaz start the day in

Carbery Castheroad, The Barrs are making steady

reaching their first semi-final in
10 vears kast season. They lost out to Sars
by Tour points. They noed clinical fin-
ishers ap front and can'i over rely oR
Hoeva rthy, Tt was frightenly ob-
vious how much Douglas missed Katring
Mackey last year. She lifts the entire team
and with Pamela Mackey and Julia White
they can run the show, Clashes betwean
thise two sldes rarely disappoint.
[nniscarra will be strong contenders
apain. They weleome the roturn of Joanne
Casoy and Aolfe Kavanagh returns from
:In,'ln?. Inniscarra aren’t represanted on
ihe Cork senior panel this season after
Wiamh MeCarthy withdrew and with
thedr Tl panel 100% club focnsed on e
fning the tithe, who would bet agalnst

LR,

Hallinealllg hod a geod season agains
sipon opposition in 20180 Thoy narmow
lost to Glen Rovers In the umning poined.
beat Muskerry 3-14 (008 In o
subseguently Iost to Carbery by four
points, 1-17 to 1-13 . IF they can build on
those performances this could be s closo

Ficture; Eddie OHane

ETOITNbED,

Bars v Glen Rovers coaild be the game of
the weekend. Emer O'Farrell isn't lining
out and that news woukd give a lift to any
opposithon but Bars have such a conveyor
el of stars and with last vear's title
surely raising standards by another 10
they are potential champions again. The
Glen have 8 balanced outfif, if nesding to
b more clinical up front. They are with-
out Emma Akinkonli through injory bat
with plenty heart and fight could put it up
1 the champiomns,

Ballygarvan and St Catherine's meet on
Monday. Ballygarvan are a young skde,
still developing but with talent, Mary of
the team have a minor B and fwe minor A
fitles tucked away and thatl winning men-
tallty shoubd bring confidence to the pitch
ngainst a 5t Catherine’s side without thelr
backbomse of many years, Orla Cotter. Bat
&t Cathering’s will start as favourites.

FINTURES:
Ssturday Augusl 11 Coercey fovors v Cloughduny
Cantoraad 3pm; Milced v Birn O Coackined Spm; K-
nagh v Wgwtialoen, Castisroad Bpm
Sundey Ausgest 2nd: 5. Finbass v Douglas Canthe-
road 2 30pm: Innisceen v Balincolig, Ere Oyg Spr;
Sarshpkdy w Gilen Piwats, Ciaipoad 5.X00M

Eonday August Jrd: Ballygenan « 3L Catnern,
Castieroad apm



Newcestown |
begin life at
senior level

NEWCESTOWE begin life in
the county senior camogie
championship this Saturday,
August Ist, when they take
on Killeagh at Castle Road
(6pm). I
The Carbery club is the
oaly representative from the
division in this year's senior
championship after the Car-
bery team pulled out. For
Mewoestown, iUs 4 baptism
of fire against a strong Kil-
leagh but the Carbery team
will back themselves and have
plenty of talent to call on - like |
rising star Ciara OSullivan
who made her senior debut
with Cork in the league earlier
this yenr, Maeve Lynch, Mary
MeSweeney, Aoife O'Sulli-
van, Evelyn Crowley, Maria
Kenneally and more. Ciara
O'Sullivan and Emma Tarrant '
have both won All-Ireland mi-
nor camigie medals in recent |

seasong, Maeve Lynch is in-
volved with the Cork interme- |
diate peam while last season
Grace Ryan helped Cork end
a 16-vear drought for a UIGA
Adl-Ireland title.

FIXTURES

5E Systems Senlor Club
Champlonship Round 1
Saturday, August st — Zpm,
Courcey Rovers v Clolghduy,
at Castle Road: 6pm, Killeagh

v Mewcestown, at Castle
Read: 3pm, biford v Elre Og, at
Coacihio,

Sunday, August 2nd — Spm,
Balincolig v inniscarra, at Elre Og;
2. 30pm, 5t Firbares v Douglas,
a1 Casthe Road: 6.30pm, Glen

Rovers v Sarshelds, at Casthe

Road,

Monday, Aupgust 3rd — dpm,
Ballygarvan v 5t Catherines, at
iCastie Road

Ballinhassig
will take on
Ballymartle

BALLINHASSIG will begin the
defence of their South East
JAFC title witha remateh of last
yer's final against Ballvmarde,

The draw for the opening
round of The Huntsman Bar &
Restaurant South East JAFC
is: Crosshaven v Shamrocks,
Courcey Rovers v Valley Rov-
ers, Ballymartle v Ballinhassig,
Belgooly v Tracton, Ballygarvan
v Carrigaling,

Meanwhile, defending South
East junicr A hurling champi-
ons Courcey Rovers begin their
tithe defence against Ballinhas-
sig. The draw for the Declan

O'Mefll Furniture and Carpen-
try South East JAHC is: Bally- |
garvan v Carrigaling, Tracton v
Valley Rovers; Kinsale v Sham- |
rocks, Ballinhassig v Courcey |
Rovers. |

ENNISKEANE 4-19
BALLYHEA 0-9

RUNNERS-LIPF in 3019, Enn-
iskeane are determined o go
one step further in this seasen’s
county intermediate camogie
champonship, No surprise 50
that they kicked off this year's
campaign in style at Castle
Road last Sunday with a con-

| vincing Round 1 win against

| Ballyhea
With some young players

| making their championship de-

buts and also fielding without
their captain Kate MeCarthy
and stalwart Orla Coughlan it
Iooked as if Enniskeane would
have a huge battle on their

[romtirty

Ballyhea opened the scoring
with a pointed free from Kate
Kilcommins, however Enni-
skeane through Cork senlor
star Orla Cronin responded
with two of their own, Sinead
Hurley then followed up on a
goalkeeper error and crashed
the ball 1o the net for Enni-
skeane's opening goal,

Baltyhea responded with two
more points from frees, but En-
niskeane had five points of their
own and then Sinead Hurley,
once again, was on the end of
a pass from Tara Sheehan 1o
score the Carbery club’s second

| soal,

Ballyhea had some chances

| but excellent goal-keeping and

defensive play from Enniskeans
kept them out, while at the oth-
er end Orla Crondn, Laura Man-
nix and Tara Sheehan all soored
a5 Enniskeane fed 2-9 1o 0-6 at
the break.

With Aisling O'Driscoll and
Danielle Carroll commanding
the half-back line and Louise

oyt
Eniskﬂt'smm

gets away from Ballyhea's
Chize Dundon.

Duggan marking Ballyhea's
best player it was a case of
onc-way traffic in the second
half a5 Enniskeane called the
shots. Celine MNyhan, Kellie
Scannell and Emma O'Driscoll
left nothing past them. Daire
O'Brien and Lawra Mannix to-
tally bossed midfield and in do-
img 5o laid off great ball to cre-
ate wave after wave of attacks,

Aisling O0'Drizcoll broke from
hiall back, passed to Orla Cronin
swho, with meticulous vision,
picked out Tara Sheehan - and
it bed to another goal, A reward
for her efforts Cronin then had
asuperb goal of her own from a
Ballyhea puckout,

Also, 16-year-old Deirdre
Browne was in great runming
form and aided by Siobhan
O'Driscoll and young Eimear

a1
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 Enniskeane signal their
intermediate intentions

Jn-"

championship Round 1game at Castie Road on Sunday.

INTERMEDIATE UPDATE

Reund 1 results: Fr O'Mells 0-16 Na Plarsaigh 1-& Aghabuliogue
2-15 Watergragshil 1-5; Ennisheane 4-19 Ballyhea 0-9; Brian
Dillens 1-7 Clonakilty 2-3: Blackrock 5=17 Vialley Rovers 1-8;
Kibdittain-Timokeague 1=9 Carrigaline 1-11

Losers’ round [August Sth): Valey Rovers v Baliyhea, Clonakiity v
Watergrasshill, Kilbrittain-Timoleague v Na Plarsaigh.

('Brien fed Orla Cronin, Tara
Shechan and Sinead Hurley,
who all impressed. Caitlin
O'Donovan when introduced
continued the goed work done
by Louise Duggan.

Ballyhea launched one final
attack and in doing so.got a free
and Kate Kilcommins went for
goal, however Kate Corcoran
groad firm in the Enniskeans
goal and saved this shot to keep
& clean sheet.

Enniskeane now move on to
the third round and will be out
again later this month.

SCOCeTs

Enntskgane: Orla Cronin 1-15
Sincad Hurkey 2-1; Tara Sheehan
=4, Laisa Manings, Shobdan
ODriscol, Bimear O8rien D-Teach
Ballyhea: Kate KBcomming 0-4F

Rolsin Kilieen, Fachel Harty 0=2
each; Elaine Crowley 0-1

Enmbskiarie: Kate Corcoran: Losse
Duszgan, Cefine kyhan, Kelle
Scarnel Emma O Triscol, Dankele
Carrod, Alsing ODriscol; Dore
OBirien, Laura Mannls (0-10 Orla
Cranin (1=, Tara Sheehan (1=4],
Siabhan O Driscoll (0= Delrdne
Browne, Sinead Hurey (2-1),

mﬂmsmmmﬁmm Mmﬂhtﬂmdmm tl'ﬁmty

{Photos: Trevor Patchett

Eimear OFBrien (-1,
Sube Calflin CrDondvan for L

Duggah.

Ballyhea: Chios Keoghs Laur
Dhuanikan, kany Carmoll, Laura

Dl isabed Morted, Rolsin Kileen
(0-2}, Grakne O'Leany: Chiloe
Dundon, Elaine Crowley (0-1);Kate
Kicowmrins {0-4f). Jade Hooper,
Tara O Sullivan; Rachel Harty (0-2),
lane Fodey, ClaraHarty.

Barrett blasts Bal to opening victory
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BALLINASCARTHY 2-8
BALLINHASSIG 1-10

BALLINASCARTHY jumped
thelr first hurdle in this sea-
BOM'S COUNTY junior A camogie
championship when they beat
Ballinhassig in Newoestow on
Friday night.

The Carbery club thun-
dered into the game and an
early goal, pulled on by Aocife

Myhan, was the first score on
the board, which helped Bal
to settle.

Ballinhassig were slower
o register scores with three
points their total tally for the
first half, and only one was
from play. Michelle Dullea
geored a great point for Bal
before exiting the game due 1o
n hamEtring injury.

Bal caprain Martina O°Brien,
also Cork's senior football goal-
keeper, pulled ofl the save of
thiz scason when she stopped
o Ballinhassig penalty. Maoira
Barrett slotted over anoth-

er point from play and Clara
Crowley finished the half by
scoring from two placed balls.
Bal bed 1-4 1o 0-3 at the break.

The second half started Hve-
ly, with a close-range point by
Mmm Barrett followed quick-

lv by a goal and a point from
Balllinhassig. The next three
points registersd by Ballinas-
carthy were from Clara Crow-
ley's unerring free-taking, but
heading down the final stretch
it was Ballinhassig who led by
two points.

Step forward Molra Barrett,
who scored a brilliant goal for

Bal which shot them to victory
by a single point. This is Bal’s
second season at junior A level
and this was a weleome win £o
ldekstart their campaign,

Balimsrecarty: barting OBrien,
Fomela O Dirisoodl, Hannah
O'Doncwan, Maeve Kingston, Lisa
Hegarty, Claine King-ston, Kate
D Denowvan, Clara Crowley. Anna
Fiynin, Moira Barredt, Michille
Dulipa, Annde Condan, Anna
Cullinane, Megan Hyan, Aolle
Hyhan, Sintad MoCartiy Marke
Fhayer, Saeah Culinane, Cara
Dieay Deamontd, Kiamh Myhan,



Clubs taking
centre stag

| SPOKE with a number of managers this
week, ahead of today's senior camogie
Sip Qumolnehip The sl delih

Playing and looking forward
to the weakend. -

For those with senior inter-county
players in their squad, having those
players for training has been worth =
wn:-llgh!: in gald.

nniscarra’s Kevin Muleahy has a full
se| .

"It's great to have Acife Kavanagh,
Joanne Casey, and Roske O'Mahony back.
They were a big loss to the group, but, in
fairnmess to the rest of the girls, Ihef
stepped up to the mark last year,” Mui-
cahy says. “We hat a programme during
the leckdown and the girls came back in
good condition. We don't have ML{LP]::.'H
o the senior inter-county squad this vear
and Itz a huge difference, and it"s good
that every club hag the chance to have
their players. It's & vory short window and
it's only fair they have them.

“The structure of the championship is
great, (oo, and, in falrness, there's thme for
a bréak in between games. We have a
cople of dual players and ensuring they
weren’t overloaded, once we went back,
was key,” Mulcahy savs. “We're facing
Ballineollly in a local derby. We know
each other well, so there won't be much in
it.”

Ollie Hallihan, twe man behind Ballvg-
arvan camogle for many years, k= ng
forward to the challenge of 5t Cathering's,

“We're a young team; some af the older

Gemma (r'Cannar, 5t Finbar’s, outruns Saoirse Mcarthy, Courcey Rovers. Fiture: Dendt Minikane

oughly & ing i, W kept in contact dur-
ing Covld, we put programmes on our
group chat, but there was no pressune on
th-i:gl ris.” Barry says. “'We were vory
m in contact with them on a personal
level, ensuring they were all akay,

*"Looking to the vear ahead, we haven't
really bein getting the scores on the board
and we hope o pectify that. We have the
three Cork girls all the time, They bring a
professional approach to our training nnd
training hus ramped up, becase of their
PrESE R,

“Facing Mewcestown, they won the in-
lermediate last year, sowill come out with

players are gone, But, vou know, & lot of & bit of a buez in (hom,” Barry sayvs “We

our young girls have a minor B and two
minor A titles behind them, so we have
talent and the great thing about young
players is that they try hard. 5t Cather-
ine's are tough, but we'll glve it a good
shod.,” Hallihan says.

Last i.em‘ Brian Barry had to step back
from his invelvement with Kitleagh, for
personal reqsons,

1 eame back thiz year and I'm thor-

Elnl-urphnmu’hgln,mdﬂlﬂalrmﬂﬂlﬂnmphzm&

know wa're golng to have it tough; they ve
nething to heso and will ghve it everything.

There's an expectation on ns"

Brian O°Sullivan, manager of 5t Fin-
barr's, is delighted to have Gemma O'Con-
nar around,

"We're back about four weeks, as a col.
lective group, amd we're just looking for-
ward to the game agalnst Douglas, to be
honest, Douglas are a good side, bt we're

Picture; Larny Cumenins

just focusing om onrselves, We've played a
fow challenge gamaes, which were good,
competitive games,™ 0'Sullivan says.

“There was no league and we didn't
have a summer cuap, either. But it*s the
same for cveryone. Woe've the same group
a8 kst vear, with a few U165 coming up as
part ol the sguad.

“It's great having Gemma frakning with
g, The youinger girls, in particalar, are in
awe af having her on the piteh and
Gemma is a fantastic clob person. The
likes of Gemma and the older girls set the
tone in waining.™

Tim Barry-Murphy {5 back with
Cleaighdiry after a niimber of years.

“Thankiully, we all came ot the right
shde of Covid and it's great to get back out
anto the pitch training.” Barry-Muarphy
save, “Every team was completely dis-
rupted, so evervone is starting from the
same position. [ =u . we're betweon
feams in that a ot of the older girls have
myorved o and we're quibe young. 5o, it'sa
learning curve for us.

“Courcey Rovers will alwas give you a
lﬂ'llt&h game. They'n: o very committod
outiht, with some great hurlers. We're ¢x-
pecting a tough game, bt the girls are in
pood form and Jooking Forward 1ot

Mike Boland, ol Courcey Rovers, i3 hop-
ing overyone stays healthy.

“I think, in fnirmess foall teams, thoy're
trying to do the right thing, by the sense of
leoking after each other,” Boland says.
“We hiul a lot of injuries last year and then
coming into the maich, we lost Jacinta
Crowley and Flona Keating: That was the
nalbl In the coffin, Wae're back togethor
aboud fowr weeks now. 1 suppose, 115 ke
pra-season training, bat things are good in
the m}mni.t'l'he girls are comfortable ancd
Ly 2

Em stepped ug to e senlor ranks
in 2015 and Een Murphy =zays, “We wore
happy with how it played out for us. We
had & level of suceess underage, which
wias & help; the older and younger players
gelled topether. But last year ks gone now.
Timmy Kelleher, of Erin®s Own, s coach-
ing us. Weshui down for the Covid period,
bt we're back wt it row and EJEI‘IE wall.

“We're facing Milford and while thoy
may not be as strong as they were In the
s, thoy are S a very strong outfic, But
mﬂluﬂiug forward bo It TS great (e be

Six clubs
advance
to third
round

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

AN a-:-ti-uﬁpﬁcked apening
wetkend of the 8E Syvstems
camogle championship games
at intermediate Tevel 2aw six
clubs advance to round three,
while aix clubs head for the
losers” roqmsd.

Last seazson’s defoated
finalists Enniskeano signallexd
iheir intent a8 they recorded o
4-19 to 0-9 vic oV nw];.'-
promaoted Ballvhea at Casile
kd. Cark senior Orla Cronin
Was hﬂu?e]y effective as she
notched up 1-11 of hor side's
tally, whils there were alzo
Impressive displays from
Sinead Hurley and Tara
Sheehan, who baoth
coptribuled o the scorelineg,

Goals'in the fifth and 215t
mingtes from Hurley helped
Ennizkeane open a 2484 fo -6
imterval lead but it 100k (wo
exeellent saves from Keepor
Kate Corcoran to keep Bally-
hea at bay in the opening lalf,

Kaie Kilcommins, Rachel
Harty. and Elaine Crowley
worked tirelessly for a
Ballyhea side whoe will no
doatbt relish the epporioniny
al a seochmd bite of the cherry
in the koaers® roumnel.

Aghabullogue got their
campaign off (o a winning
start thanks to & solid display
which saw them overcome
Watergrasshill 2-15 to 1-5.

Aghabullnﬁ wie led by five
points at the L -8 1o 0=
with Cliona Healy an target
with 2%, jolned on the store-
sheat by Clara MeCarthy,
Anife Twomey, Julie Tarmani.
and Robyn Martin, who all
contributed enormoeusiy as
the Mid-Cork girls marched to
rownd thres,

For Watergrasshill, bMarie
O°Hedl]l was their scorer,
nutﬂdnf{ur 1-5.

Fr O'Mealll's hit an Impres-
sive 16 points as thoy got the

hard on Ma Piarsaigh in
wnoe, where Clodagh Finn
Im{'l:hl:“\;'.w wk.thIJ.ID mlim:s.
eading clg ainfs 16
three ai the hltnnlﬂflhny kept
the pressure on in the secomd
half, Clare O'Brien, Kate Har-
rington, Keelagh Culllnane,
and Ciarn O'Doherty driving
them into round three.

Brian Dillon's had a peint o
spare at Castle R, edging out
Clonakilty in & natl-biting
contest. Level at the break 1-2
to -5, Dillons dug deep with &
Rebecca O Mahon Hﬁmﬂ ar a3
minntes proving as it fin-
ished 1-7 to 28 in their favour.

Blackreck signalled thelr
intent as they overcame
Valley Rovors G-17 to 1-8 with
geals From Michelle Murphy,
Cafit Kellehor, Sadhbh
MeCarthy, Grace Mulqueen,
and Hayley Ryan.

Carrigaline and Kilbrittain
FTimoleague went head-to-
head at Castle Bd In the East
game in round one and it was
anoiher cracker, Carrigaline
emerging victors 1-11 to 19,

‘The loser rounds will be as
folbows: Clonakilty take on
Watergrasahill; Valley Hovers
meet Ballyhea; Kilbrittalns
Timoleague play Ma Plar-
sakih, all on August 9,




Siobhan's
late goal
seals win
for Eire Og

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman
Eire ﬂg 1-10
Milfard -9

JUST a point divided the sides
at the interval in Cawchford as
tweo evenly matched sides
battled for contral in this SE
Syvstems Senbor Champion-
ship clazh,

And so it was also until the
final moments af the game
until o kate Siebhan Hutchin-
san poal for Eire Og saw them
over the line.

Milford, plaving with the
aid of the wind, made all the
early runaing as they applicd
a lof of pressure on the Eire Og
defence.

Level at twoe poini2 aplece
inside 10 minotes, Eire Og
wenl two clear with points
firorm Emarida f_‘l"h'l.'r'h.'}..' and free-
iaker Margaret O Herlthy.

Rebecca Finn cut it (o a
bk, |.:3||1'ﬂ|':|'l||:||ri a fres, bat
again Eire Og edged in firont
with hMaebh Ellen Desmoncd
findinge the range.

Batthing hard, Milford were
level again. beforo t]-'}_lﬂ-r]lh}.‘
converted a 45 to give Elre O
o 07 bo -6 imterval leadd,

On the resumption it was
Eire Uz enjoyving the lion's
share of possession. bul a res-
alute Milford defence stood
SLPOnE.

DHerlihy converted a 45
and had a point from play ina
kww-searing thivd guarter and
al the water break it was ad-
vaniage Eive O by three
s

With Lawrn Siack amd Ea-
dmoin’s Goggin beginning to
win m lot of possession, Mil-
ford showed great heart and
they put the Eire Og defence
umdier i Lot of presaure,

Fiinm converied a fpee bo ciat
e cleficit and with Hutchin-
son dropping ack deep, Eire
Oz veere albde to maininin thelir
COMNRISIre.

With five minuies remain-
ing Efre Og were left off the
Trnok when Saolrse MeCarthy
founmd Efmear O°Gorman with
a1 superh honel m!;ul hver ef-
fort, with the Enn: Lg keeper
beaten, it the crosshar and
bouneed over for a paint,

Reltentlessly they attacked
again from the puck-out win-
ning a closed in free Finn's ef-
fort for a goal was turned for a
pistak.

With just one between the
shdes andd time almiost up Eire
(g tore down the fleld and,
with the second last puck ol
the game, a Hutchingon goeal
saw Fire Og over the line.

Seaers dor Hiro Oge M 05 | 05
s, 01 45), § Hulckengon 1-0, € Crowigy
0-2, &l E Desmaond, | Shissban 0-1 amch
Milfaed I Firw 0-5 (a0 k) A Thampean
E & "Goemnan 0-2 sack.
EINE eG: A Murray; Afsan Hennossy,
Acllo Harmessy, - E Cuighary,
K b8 Carttry, A D'Callighan (g & Hu:
chinson, A Mo - | Shapabumn, A
Bariy, E Growley: M E Doamand, A
Murphy, k80 Moy,
MHMMEEMM
MILFORD: ¢ Buc

Takin, & Qialving O

bon, & Sexdon Hﬁ't—m.ﬁ.

sz (e E O'Oomman, [ Finn; 8 Shee-
har: I Goggn, L Sack, MK Foin
ﬂlﬁ!imtlﬂlfﬂll-!ﬁ
Aateres: Andiow Laskin | Baltygarsan).

CAMOGIE

Linda
Mellerick

Glen Rovers 0-14
Sarshields 1-9

AS predicted, this turned out io be the
plek of the n{rening roiinds in the SE
Systems senlor championship tie in
Castle Foasl last evening.

And what a thriller it was. With
wind advantage, the Glen camse ot de-
termined I:unful it up b the champlons,
Hollle Herllhy got the gamé off thi
mierk bt fhe wext four points went the
Glen's way with Denise Luby getting
three, two from frees and Kayleigh
O'Sullivan hitting a beaaty, The snee
was fast, both defenders doing good
waork and both skles, playing & 15 on 16
format, adiacked the |il,am|:-.

Molly Lynch made a point-blank
save on six minutes and was compet-
ent throasghout,

Al the other end Lisa O°'Riordan
would have been called upon more
aften such was the danger Lucy Allen
posed, but the Glen stopped her
Ererthver ont conceding a Tree which was
pointed and a penally,

The penaliy was blecked bt Allen
hersell slotted over the rebound. The
Glen responded well with Lydia Cun-
ningham and Katie Walsh pointing
cither side of another Saocirse Des-
mond free. Both defences were morne
than acquitting themselves well as two
preints separated the sides an the break.

With the wind now at their backs.
the tempo incrensed from Sars. They
started to win good hattles in defence
and get a grip avound the middle of the
park. They had the game level within
four minutes ol a Saoirse Desmond
free gove them the lead for the first
time since the third minute. A Luh'[;'
free lovelled it again before Alne Ml
linz had the ball In the net for Sars.

Lawren Callanan and Karen O°Cone-
nell were dclin? brilliant work ns Sars
attacked. Lydia Cunningham at the
aother end was giving it her all in the
Glen jersey as three lovely polnis firom
Luby, the stylish Katie Walsh, and
Ladia Cunningham had the sides level
again. Desmond pointed.

The game went into additional time
and what & cliss five three minutes the
Glen produced, A Luby free and fwo

Determined Glen
put down marker

Glen Rovers’ Emma !hiphjﬂmdiﬁbriﬂtﬁelﬂs‘lh Illl.ﬂlm hllg mtilimm &ﬁmmﬂhw Hﬁuﬁ
res:

yesterday.

brilllant pointz from Emma hiuaphy
and Kavleigh O°Sullivan put the

two polnts up. They fought for every
ball, their defence where Cliona Mars
tin, Kelly Falvey, Sinéad Fahy, Leanne
O'Sullivan, Karen O"Connell, and
Lauren Callanan were outstanding
hobd off a polent Sars attnck,

Lisa O'Riordan saved off the line five
minukes into additional time and it was
garme over for a tremendous Glen win.
Scoeers for Glen Rovers: D Luby 0-8 (-5 . K
Walsh 0-3 K OrSuliaen, Lytha Cueesngham -2, E
Murphy 1.
Sarslaldas 5 Daarnond 0-5 1 A Molliees 1-1, L ol
M Basry, H Heeliy 0-1 gach.

E'MH-FIEI.ﬂE' M L'p'ﬂlﬂ‘l E Hmﬂﬂh

ling, L Kolky; EMMMHWEM
miored, A& Mising, L Allan

Suba: C Casey lor H
] m|.Emmm
fior Il Biawery (800, 'O Camhmn foe L Kl {5:2).

GLEM ROVERS: L OFigrdan; € Oficien, K Fahy.
G Marting K O'Canngd, L OrSulivan, L Collsrang T

MicCarihy, E Murphy,

M ODnen; K'Wakih, D Ly K OSalliven

Suba: & Fahy for © OBrien (29 infl, A Wallacs lor W
OV Ben (&6,

[Feed: Simon Siokes, [Tulllsass).

Powerful first half eases Inniscarra past Ballincollig

Inniscarra 2-14
Ballincollig 1-5

THIS Mid-Cork derly in the first round of the SE
Systems Sendor Camoegie Championship saw in a big
win for Inniscarea in & one-sided contest at Ovens,

Despite playing Inte the wind the opening half, [n-
niscarra led 2-8 fo -2 at the break.

To thelr credit, Ballincollig improved in the gecond
half, and an exeellent display by their full-back Hne
kept Inniscarra at bay with some cxoellent work by
Leah Weste, Sarah Eeating. and second-half subsii-
fute Miriam O'Leary.

Ballincollig netminder Leanne Doyle, who was
only numed on the team jost before the start, brought
of [ some spectaoular saves.

However the sllck passing of Innlscarra prove:d
decisive, with Allesn Sheehan and Ellen Murpliy

CAMOGIE
mOlan Allen

citsing big problems when they ran at the defence,

Inniscarra raced into A Ave-point lead ingide the
opening 10 minutes with Joanne Casey getting two,
Orla MeCarthy one, along with a free and a 45 from
Minmh Dilwarth,

A preat saolo run by Sam Coomey set up Denise
Cronin for Ballincollig’s opening score, but Inniscar-
ra's respanse was qildck as a solo run by Sheehan saw
mﬂﬂt mﬂdﬂf this up with point from Murphy

0w 8 up with a podnt from Murphy
and a sl from Sheehan was blocked by Doyle, but
Eimear OF Bellly slapgeed the ball into the net to leave
Innkscarra 2-6 to 0-1 ahead at the water break.

Two frees from Dilworth to one by Casey left the
Innisearra side 12 points ahewd st hall thme,

Olivia O'Leary pointed for Ballincollig but then
wenk 20 minutes wrllﬂmutamreusmnimn‘auﬂ.ed
on thres points

Two paints from Patricla Buttimer and o goal from
a firee by Casey saw Ballincollig finish the stronget.

Ballincollig now face Douglas in the losers roumnd.
Seceprn: Inntscarrn: M Dibworth 1-8 (071, 0-1 45), B Ofedly 10, J
Camey (-2, A Shisshan 02, E klupivy 02,
Balfincoliig: O Cronin 1-2 [1-1 £, P Buitimer 0-2, 00 Leany 01,
inniscarra: S Wilsie & O'Regan, C Looney, A Kivandghc © Rng. R
WHEW.EM.KQWTM;JM.NN

Sheshan: R Cuigley. E O fedly, B Murphy,
Foir Cantlry TR0 o Blusion ou Murphy (£5), J Casey

#Mﬂ-‘

Balineoiliy: L Doyle:  Healy, § Kesting, O Keating: G irish, L wessel

Em.ﬂ.mu:l.l:mm M Hasly; O OrLeary, § Crovin, § Coomay; N
& Menniga o Lt (401, O M-

Subs: M O'Laary kor C Hosly (h8,

thasmigh for Dongan (434, i

HHMEE;HMHDM



Sigerson
on fire as
Killeagh
triumph

SENIOR CAMOGIE
¥ Linda Mellerick -

Killeagh
MNewcestown 1-5

and B sood them in good stead
In the opening 30 minutes.
Hillaagh ware oul of the Blocks
with two points in bwa minuies.
By tha 14th minuta they led 0-5
1o 01, Sigaraon with four points
10 her cradit, thres frem Troes.
MNewcestown hnucked down,
with goaikeeper Orian Dinean's
mmmmm
preasng hall-fonsard line whare
Clara O"Sullbvan, in particular,
WS Causing probilama,

A long Keabh O'Donovan ball
slippad through the fingers of
Staphanie Beausang in the Kill.
aagh goal and the game was
leval on 17 minutes,

I wis point for ppint and despite
baing mare balanced, Kifsagh
couldn't gat inlo theair strde
Mewoastown,

\'ﬂmn I'Elﬂﬂh won anothar

close-in free on &5 minutes, for
actice alona Sigerscn wWas

F ing 1o go for it and hit the net

ﬂhﬂrﬁld

10 S8CUTa A COMancing
Wi,
CLaagers lor Mw- Sgersan 1405
{r-10d, ©-1 &5], L, Trasoy 0-d, “%Eﬂ'ﬂ

R Fogarty §-1 Rewcosiown:
O S 0.5 (548, M O'Dionovan 10

and a miumber of throw-ins.

Barrs make hard

Linda
Mellerick
St Finbarr's 1-10

Douglas 1-6

A TIGHT game with both defences on
top ansured a low scoring, but enfer-
taining, first-round SE Systems Sankor
Champlonship game in Castle Road on
Sunday aftermson.

The Barrs had more opportonitics
in & stop-start first half with 17 frees

Heava MceCarthy had fve points on
the board for the Barrs by the 22nd
miknvbe, twa from play,

Barrs keaper Ciara Hurley :n.*md.
two minuates later and with
OConnor clearing upfield, Orlalth E.u
halasiE made ne mistake and struck
the net from the e corner to puk

inmts between the sldes.

.H. ing to that, the fact lhal: the
Barrs hmid fve wides to Do " one,
they certainly looked to be bedter
side and heading for the driving seat
comimg up to the break.

Great
Ashling Egan was having a great
game at full-back, Hurkey was compet-
ent in goal, Meabh Cahalane, 0'Con-
nnr

hlrd. n their half-forward line along-
shde the Funning Orlalth Cahalane and
accuracy of McCarthy, things were
looking good for the Togher side.

But Douglas halted the Barrs run
when Katrina Ma billowed a close

work of victory

mm-ﬂﬂfhﬁm’uﬁmhmhmlpfﬂdlqlﬁeﬂldiﬂwfmlmﬂ'm:fhujﬂl.l'lfllgt555'!5—
tems Senior Camogie Championship match at Castle Road,

Ficture: Howaed Crondy

afterwards. As always the game be-
tween these two sides sorved up an
hour full of anticipation even if the
standard wasn't where i should be at
times, possibly due fo the stoppages.

. It was a game the Barrs deserved to
win, hat they made hard work of 1t and

in free to the net past & packed goalm- , GemmadConmorofit  both sides will need to improve as the
auth, |._._-4 Finbarr's pulls away champlonship progresses.
'I‘hlggswumrnmmwunun ~ from Kathyn Holland mu:r_unrhw-mmm&mmu
Er:liﬂlrll:li' l:ll'\ﬂ-ﬂ-} anid M'EH‘:? Lo 1 “h*’mm Couglie: K Mackey 146 (1-30)
changed paints leaving it 1-6 to 1-2 at | SE Systems Senior - A
the break. The second half started in Comoghe (hamplon: 37 BUSARRE: C Huriey: 8 Paach. A Soan. &
miuich the same fashion, < iy B :-hipmﬂr.lm i 2rannco. A Finn; © Golden, K MeCarihy, E Gros
Hﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂﬂgﬂﬁﬁlﬁ m ley; O Cahalana, |E Cider. E Wigginion-flames.
aWa
Vo thrwe, Thowatar breakand a i Ficture: Howard rowdy S & rcum-fysno & Ocr 0, H e o
E“mmmmﬁf Bty th& d Ing l;uli.-; that St Finbart’s  ing into injury-time. mnwlwm”“l Sark, 8
With their backs doing well a furthor ng in and as tenslons grew They could afford to breathe wieni  &'Mahony, © Hoonar K Holand, K Mackey, C 5.-.
two Mackey points, one from play, and wurr l:nl]l wis vigorously fought. Celalt i was fouled & minute  Ledger: A Swanion J Leo, A Walsh.
it wis gamE on, A -push in the back afforded Keeva  Eater justoutside the square and tho - Sube: i Twomey tor & Vsl (1), J Dorsgan for J
The stop/start nature continued.  another free opportundty and it gave  Hlable MeCarthy pointed again, ¥ Mahany [44)

Jessica Kavanagh was confident umder

the Bares a threepoint cushion head-

The full-time whistle came shortly

Aulersad Fonn Orivluechu (Valioy Rovarmi,

Keating fires Courceys to big win over Cloughduv

3-15
-9

Courcey Rovers
f._‘ln-uﬂhdu'u'

THE supericr teamwork of Courcey Hovers saw
them advance 1o the next roand of the 5E Systems
sﬂr:&'lnr camagie championship in Castle Road on Sat-
urday.

At hal-time Rovers were five polnis to the good
with Cloughduy tmﬂim: by their five first-half wides.

Defensively, Courcey's were sttong with Edel amd
Ashling Moloney and Clara Hayes very steady.

Al midibeld Jacinta Crowley wis in top form while
up front Rovers hid speody and styilsh forwards par-
ticulary in Linda Collins, Sacirse MeCarthy amd
Fioni Keating. Both =ides showed steely determi-
rutlon and & young Cloighduy side ba! Teaed, bt
the experience of a talented Hovers side came more
b thie tog s thi game went o

SENIOR CAMOGIE

B Linda Mellericlk

Rowvers, wlth a strong eross wind, had foar wides
within 19 m[ﬁluﬂl’ the restart as they put ferocious
Tressure on Cloushaduy,

The move of Colling to centre-forward pald off
With o great hand she canghit a lot ball and fied Keat-
i whi was now ﬂ-nrlinn to blossom and breaking
through the Cloghdoy defenders

Jacinta Crowles and Lisa Lyneh swapped points in
a tight opening third quarier, but then Rovers
stirbed to pull away. Three polnts from Beating and
o Frovm Collins lad Rovers leading 1-13 G0 00

Then Keiatlng pouncel for her first goal with 56
minutes pone. Clowghdoy continued to put in the
hinred work adl over the pitch, but the talent of Hovers
i ey Line wis proving a bandfol

With lovely teamwark, Revers were finding ench
other well, Ellen Maguire and Lynch exchanged
paints before Keating bad the st say in the finnd two
minutes with a point before finlshing a ovely move
o gpoal. Cloughduy now move on to the back door
ratind where they Face the losers of Glen Rovers anid
Sarsfielkls.

Sooves for Courcay Aavers: F Keslieg 3-8, 5 MoCanby 1-3, J Crow-
ey -5 0e 21, (1 5], L Coing 0-2. B Laguirg 01 L Lynch
05§01 45], H O'Loary 0-2. J Downs 08, A 8 Ryan 01 aach.

ﬂI.IJI:DBIT'p;H.mmJDDHI{ﬁ'I- [E Haaly bor R Murkey (18]
Raforsn: Cothasl MoABsior GAghasa)



@ Mary Newman
St Catherine’s 3-13
Ballygarvan 27

TWO flashes of second-hall magic from
the impressive Aoife Hurley gave 5t
Catherines & Ertp at the end of the
third quarier of this SE Systems San-
jor Championship clash in Castle Rd
yesterday afternoon.

Enjoying the majority of possession
i the opening 30 minutes, 5t Cather-
ine's hald fost a one-point advantage at
ihe interval.

Ballygarvan settled quickly amil
took an early lead, Catriona Kelly, who
peturned this vear from retirement,
showing she has lost none of her accu-
racy pointing two long-range frees.

Inside ton minuies, the sides wers
level. 0-3 a piece, points from Finola
weville from play and a Linda O'Don-
nell polnted free levelling matiers.

St Catherine’s, with Meville, Laura
Hayes, and Aoife Hurley hugely effec-
tive, took a grip on proceedings and,
running at the Ballygarvan defence,
ey egan 1o find gaps.

I e J4th minte, Aoife Hurbey had
the ball in the net for a goal, She had
collected a pin-point pass from Neville,
swivelled and side-stepped her
marker, before finishing to the net.
Contining to apply huge pressure, St
Catherine’s picked off three points
without reply via Neville, O'Donnell,
and Laura Hayes.

With Michacla Buckley dropping
hack deep behind her defonce, Ballyg-
arvan were winning possession bat a
strong Catherine's rearguard, where
Rachol O°Callaghan, Laura Hayes, and
Ann Marie Rohan were hugely effec-
iive, never allowed thom settle.

AL 1-6 ko 0=3 with eight minutes to the
hreak, St Catherine's looked in control
but Ballyearvan battled back and got
themselves back into the game with
three scores without reply, two Ca-
triona Kelly points each side of a clever
hand-passed 1sobel O'Regan goal put-
1tng a point between the sides at hall-
thme.

Ballygarvan came out all guns binz-
inge for thie second half and, with bMi-
chaela Buckley now operating in a for-
ward role, they tested the Catherineg's
defence, but all credit to them, they
pover lost their focus o they withstood
huge pressure.

Settling her side back into the game,
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5t Catherine’s Rachel 0'Callaghan breaks memmmnmuwmutmmhmms!mmm
tamghthmﬁnmhbd&hattﬂail . Pictures: [lan Linehar

Finola Meville hit two excellent points
before Hayes showed her skill with two
superb goils that gave Sarah Ahern no
chanece in the Ballygarvan goal, the
firet a superh effort after a long selo

.

Boosted by this, St Catherine's
upped the pace as they outsenped Bal-
Iygarvan five points to ome,

Theking towards full-time, Michaeln
Buckley grabbed a Ballygarvan goal
before Catriona Kelly added a late
poin toend the scoring.

i Catherines now head on ta rodrnel
three with Dallygarvan taking on Mil-
Ford In the losers round,

Scorers lar 51 Catharing’se A Hudey 3-1. F Nl
G703 1'sh, L O Donngl 0=8 0-278), L Hages 01,
Ballygarvan: C Kolly 07 (0.8 Te), | Oegen, M
Braszihpy 140 pach
ST CATHERIMES: ¥ O Meidl; O Novlle, & ot
. & M Rshan; A OF L iy, E Rore
yhie; 5 Bamy, MO RBeelia; P, F Mavifie oM
DRegar, L O Donne®, A Hurly , G Dunning
man'nqanhraaurym.curmhc
Crunnineg (40
BALLYGARYAN: 5 Aham: 5 Lyons, 5 Wynn, E
ORagan; L Muphy, CO° . 5 ) Bepdy. T, G-
loy, Buckiey ; G O Suliran , | Reagan [ch. G Haly,
e Ealoner, G Kallebar, W Lyons.
Gubar A Crowiy fof M Keliches (WS lo
G Foahe: [ W), E Murphy lor © D7 Loary
Fiabenes: Down O Coorrel pGlken Rovwois).

e @ . b .
Ballygarvan goalkeeper Sarah Ahern gets the ball away watched by teammate Ellen
0'Regan and Avife Hurley of 5t Catherine's.

lost1-7to2-3. { Dt Miauied D)
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,.3 ISLING O'Donovan
keaves a good firs:
vl “Simpression. Bubbly,
outgeing, chatty ang
confident, she’s made for
cemire stage. That's why its
hard to picture her standing in
the background, and stepping
out of the spotlight, but she'll
admit she was caught for
words at the COUNY Senior
camogice championship launch
kast week, just days before the
competition’s throw-in.
The 19-vear-old Newcestown
captain was there,
representing her club, rubbing
shoulders with the established
super powers of Cork camosie,
‘All the big guns were present. |
Sargfields. Inniscarra, Glen
Revers. Milford, Courcey
Rovers, And Newcestown were
there too, sitting at the top
table for the first time in the
club's history,

Last Saturday they plaved
thelr first senior county
championship game, against
Killeagh at Castle Road. At half
time, it was all square, 1-5 1o
O-8. The East Cork club pulled
wwiy in the second half 1o win
1-23 to 1-5 s0 Newcestown
learmed quive quickly that
senior i a different ball game
than the intermediate grade
they campaigned in for the
past few seagons,

“The standard at senior
iz the next level alvopether,
Aisling O Domovian told the
Star Sport Podcast,

*There are players on those
reams that you thought you'd
never be playing against but
there they are, standing in
front of you. It's exciting more

THE LAST WORD

By Kieran Mrﬂdrthj,r
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Talented locals
put Carbery

ca.mogle on
the _Cork map

great Rena Buckley lined out
for “Scarra. O'Donovan almost
took a double-take, but this

is the level thar Neweestown
are now at. They're the only
Carbery clubin the senior
championship and their rise
in recent years, from junior
to senior, mirrors the rze in
standards in Carbery camogie
in receEnt mes.

Go back ten years and one
player from the division,
Barryroe's Jenmifer O'Leary,
was a regubar with the Cork
semiors, This year three
Carbery women are imvolved

than anvthing else.” with Paudie Murray’s set-up
In the rum-up 1o the — Enniskeanes Cria Cronin,

championship, Newcestown St Colum's Libby Coppinger

played Inndscarra in a and Mewcestown neweomer

challenge game. Cork GAA Ciara 0" 5ullivan. That's

F 2, |
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This week on our podcast ...

You can subscribe and listen
to our podcast on

e

progress right there, Cronin
and Coppinger have been
Cork regulars for the past
few seasons while 18-vear-
obd O'Sullivan, in her first
ytarhimllmmhrﬁqum is

won her second All-Ireland
minor A camoghe title with
Cork last year, 0"Sullivan was
one of a number of Carbery
girls invalved, along with
Hannah Sextaon (Kilbrittain/
Timoleagee), Claire Kingstan
({Ballinascarthy) and the
Enniskeane duo of Sinead
Hurley and Tara Sheehan,
Meweestown's Emma Tarrant
was also involved with the
2019 Cork minors, In 2018,
Ball s Moira Barrett
captained the Cork minors

to All-Ireland glory, and the
Newcestown pair of Alsling

O Donovan (current club
captain) and Ciara 0" Sullivan
bath played too, Again,
anather indication that players
from Carbery are making thelr
presence fele.

- Mewoestown's Maeve
Lynch, Caroline Sugroe of
Ballinascarthy and Kate Wall
of Kilbrittain/Timoleague are
just some bocal players who
have been involved with the
Cork intermediate panel too in
recent times,

There's talent in the Carbery

division and it's coming 1o

the fm.hi:hli;hud by the
local clubs’ success in county
championships, Mewcestown
are the obvious example,
they"we won two of the las
three county intermediate
tithes and now they'rea

semior club and their players
have lined out at senior,
intermediate, mingr and

underage bevels for Cork in
the past 18 months. There's a
conveyor belt of talent in the
club now, and it%s also ficlding
a junior team, That's more
playing camogie. Success
breeds suceess. More want
to get involved. Think of the
bownee that Irish rowing
received off the back of Gary
and Paul O'Donovan’s Dlvmpic
medal success in Rio 2016,

Not voo far away from
Mewcestown, Ennlskeane are
another elub with ambition.
They lost last year’s county
intermediate final to their
neighbours by a single point
bt will b in the mix again this
season. They beat Ballvhea
by 4-19 10 0-9 in Round 1 last
week. Recently, they also
fielded a second adult camogie
team for the first-time ever.
Again, their numbsers are
encouraging. It's brilliant o
see. Kilbrivtain/Timodeague
and Clonakoy are amother
two Carbery clubs operating
at intermediate level
Ballimascarthy got their county
Jundor A camogie campakgn off
o & winning start recently voo.
Barryroe, Kilbeee, St Colum's
are all in county championship
action these weeks as well,

There's also the Carbery
SERiOr Camogic feam
that reached the quarter-
finals of last year's county
championship and only lost
out by ane point after extra
time (o eventual champbons,
Sars. That divisional team
is packed with talent.
Mewoestown s Aisling
O Donovan lined out for
Carbery last season and she
knows better than most how
much the game has improved
leeally in recent times,

“The standard here is

Le
T ‘!_

Enniskeane's Oria Cronin
best camoghe
Efferge from
PECET YIS

1‘ i

enough
Aisling O'Donovan

incredible, | dos't think ie
gets enough recognition to be
honest, We only lost to Sars in
the quarter-final so that shows
that we have savage talent
here, 'Dapovan polnted out,
That talent ks being
recognised. Just look at'the
representation of the various
Carbery clubs on Cork
panels, Camaogie is growing
in Carbery. More girls are
playing it and now there are
local clubs that can fleld two
adult teame. It helpe that Orla
Cronin and Libby Coppinger,
twir local players, are the
ideal role models for young
girls across the division. They
don't have 1o ook too far to
fimd a hero to aspire to be Hiee,
Cronin and Coppinger, like the
legendary Jenndler O'Leary
before them, have shown that
the path exists from Carbery
to the very highest level.
They've shown it can be done
and now there are several
players lining up behind them,
ready to show that they have
what it takes to lght up the
big stage. Ciara O'Sullivan
iz ane of those but before
she switches her focus back
to trying to break onto the
Cork team she will want to

fiet Newcestown back on track
in the senior championship,
They'll need time to find teir
feet at senbor level. In's faster,
harder, a huge step up from
intermediate, and the lass to
Killeagh was an eye-opener.

W will live and we will
learn, It was our Arst time
experiencing that gulek, high-
intensity game, but it was
warth the expericpes, Adsling
Donovan explained,

They'll have to call an
that refiawned Neweestown
fighting spirit to get back
an track when they play
the winner of Imok#ly and
Seanddn in a few weeks. [pwill
take thme o acclimatise 1o
life i whee f2zt lane bt given
their upward trajectory they'll
soomn idjust, And the next
time there is a senior camogle
championship launch Alsling
' Donovan won't look around
at all the other establizhed
senbor clubs because
Mewveestown will be one of
them. Jugmn.gmlahn.-urm.
and probabdy some suffering
along the way, but they've the
right attitude and
they're willlng
- o work hard 1o
N = b osurvive at the




Newcestown will learn from tough

baptism of fire, insistsMcSweeney

- SENIOR CAMOGIE

BY GERMCCARTHY

NEWCESTOWN'S opening
county senior camaogie cham-
pionship encounter against
Killeagh proved a chastening
experience at Castle Road last
Caturday.

A 1-23 to I-5 loss at the
hands of a more experienced
and streetwise Killeagh was not
unexpected but the margin of
defeat was hard to take.

*This was our first senior
championship game, we are a
very young teamn and a lot of
s had never played at this ley-
el before, Mewoestown's Mary
McSweency said.

"We learned a lot from the
game too. Killeagh were a step
ahead of us and a bit cuter.
They have been senior the last
few years and they were just
gmarter on the ball, We said
afterwards that we would learn
from our mistakes and move
on. It is all a learning curve for
ayoung team,

At the heart of the East
Cork side's success was Chloe
Sigerson who accounted for
1-10 of her side's winning total,
The inter-county star proved a
handful for the West Cork club
throughout the afternoen and
it is to the later’s eredit that
they restricted Sigerson to just
four peints from open play,

But the repeated concession
of frees = sometimes necessary
to prevent Killeagh from break-

SCOIes

2-5 for

‘We said afterwards that
we would learn from our

mistakes andmove on. It
Is all aleaming curve for

ayoung team’—Mary
McSweeney

ing through on goal = saw Siger-
son punish her opponents from
placed balls, A difficult wind

_ blowing across the Castle Road

pitch made life awkward during
the second period but Newces-
towmn could have little argument
with the game’s cutcome.

“Wedid concede a lot of frees,
yes, but there were times we
had no choice but to pull their
players down otherwise we
would have conceded goals,
McSweeney admitted.

‘Chloe Sigerson is a really
good player and her free-taking
ability showed that. She didn’t
miss one free all day. Again, we
have 1o learn from that and try
not o concede a5 many frees
the next day out.’

Lo, a frustrating afternoon,
yes, but Meabh O°Donovan’s
goal and five points from rising
star Cinra O°Sullivan under-
lined the talent within New-
cestown's ranks. The Carbery
club's focus now tUrns 1o a
must-win game against the los-
ers of Seandin and Imokilly’s
divisional match-up in a fore-

might's time,

‘It got very windy during the
game, but we weren't able 1o
use it to our advantage,” New-
cestown full-back McSweeney
noted.

“We were on top for a while
in the first halfl but need to up
our performance in our next
game and play for the whole
hour. Playing Killeagh was a
very important experience, es-
pecially for the younger players
on our panel, It was amazing to
see such a young team going
toe to toe with an experienced
team like Killeagh and playing
at such a high level,

“There are loads of things
for us to work on and it i im-

portant that we keep striving
to improve our performanc-
&5 from now on at the senior
grade. Everyone gave their all.

“We will be playing whoever
lozes between Seandiin and Im-
okilly on August 15th, If we win,
we are in the county quarter-fi-
nals but if we lose, we will be
out, Having two weeks to work
and prepare for that game is a
good thing asit gives us enough
time to refocus and rectify the
things that went wrong against
Killeagh.

‘People expected us 1o lose
against Killeagh and we wanted
10 prove them wrong. Now it
is up to us to move on and be
ready for the next day.”

Kileagh: C Sigerson1-1501-101,1
45 L Treacy 0=4; R Sheehan 0=
RFogarty 0-1
Mewoesbowm: C O°Sullhvan 0-5 (41
M O Danenan 1-00,

Kibeagh: 5 Bpausarg: E Treacy,

A Walsh, N O'Keedfe; L McEvoy. H
Looney, C Daly; C Banry, L Treacy;
10Shea, R Fogarty, C Hamey, &

(¥ Dwiscnll, C Sigerson, R Sheehan.
Hewcestowrs O Dirneen; R Hallahan,
W RACSweeney, L Jermings: b
Lymich, & ODonovan, 5 Kelloher, M
O'Donovan, E Crowley: C0rSulivan,
b Crowiey, E Tarrant; A OXSulltvan,
b Kenneally, O Ofdahony.
Referee: C Egan(Glen Rovers),

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

FIONA Keating was named
the 2019 West Cork Youth
Sports Star because she's an
putstanding sporting talent
and she showed her class
again as Courcey Rovers got
their county senjor camogie
championship campaign off
[0 an impressive SIart.

The former All-Ireland mi-
ner winning Cork camogie
star, now in with the seniors,
kit 2-5 as the 2018 beaten
finalists defeated Clonghduy
by 315 10 0-9 at Castle Road
on Saturday.

The Courceys attack is
stacked with speed. Keating
{2-5), Saoirse McCarthy {1-2)
and Linda Collins (0-2) are
all Cork seniors and com-
bined for 3-9, while midfield-
E.m:in:a Crowley added 0-5

f).

The Courceys defence has
three Cork intermediate
players — Ciara Hayes, Ash-
ling Moloney and Grainne
Hannon - and they kept the
Cloughduv attack at bay
throughout, with the losers

Dur Star: Killeagh's Chioe
Elgerson scored 1-15 and was
tihe best player on display.
Stmr Worment: Take your pick
from any of Chioe Sigerson’s
placed balis.

Talking Polnt: NewcEsiow's
first game at senior ievel saw
them repeatedly punished for
giving away frées, They wil
nieed to CLE down on condeding
frees in their next outing.
Wllt!mtim:ilmn
pany thee losers of Imokily

and Seandin's upoming
encounter,

only scoring four from play.

Also in Round 1 of the sen-
ior championship, Eire
defeated Milford by 1-10 to
0-9 thanks to a late Siobhan
Hutchinson goal. The win-
ners led 0-7 to 0-6 at half
time. Margaret O'Herlihy
scored six placed balls for
the winners.

Despite Catriona Kelly
scoring 0-7 (six frees) Bal-
Iygarvan went down by 3-13
to 2.7 against 5t Catherines,
while Inniscarra showed no
signs of rustiness when they
defeated Ballincollig by 2-14
to 1-5 in a Mid Cork derby.
The winners led 2-8 to 0-2 at
the break — Nlamh Dilworth,
who finished with 1-8, and
Eimear O Reilly scored the
goals,

Round 1results — Courcey
Rovers 3-15 Clougduv 0-8;
Killeagh 1-23 NewCestown
1-5; Milford 0-=9 Eine

(g 1-10; Ballincollig 1-5
inndscarra 2=14; St Finbarr's
1-10 Douglas 1-6: Glen
Rovers 0-14 Sarsiiekds 1-5;
Ballygarvan 2-7 St Catherines
3-13.
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m"m-ﬂ'r-ﬂlllrsgamn ng for a way past St Cathverine's Finola
Systems seniorcamogie champianship .:mr.n

Neville during theirSE
Castle Road, (ork.

Mlevesonminor, | e\ DRSNS SR\ <= T
championships

WITH all the SE Systems skt
champilonship games Fixed
and under way. thoughts are
now turning 1o the miner, ULG
and 1114 championships,

The senior board have
worked in the minor Nxtures
in such a-way that they will
hopefully not clash with clubs
who will b invalved in senior,
intermediate, and junior
charmpionships.

Already we have had o few
of the opening rounds in the
SE Systems minor B eham-
pionship, whero Blackrock
svercame Ma Piarsaigh in a
close 1-13 1o 346 game andd Inan
pgually exciting contest Kil-
brittain/Timoleague edged 1
;over Fr O Neill's 1-16 to 212,

In the 5B Systems minor ©
,opening rounds, Tracton had
@ I'-:lurnﬁrlnt win over Midle-
tom whilst o polmt was the win-
ning margin as Silabh Rua
pyercame Clonakilty.

with minor championship
in four gracdes now under Way.
a husy two weeks lies ahead.

The task of getting cham-
pionships under Wiy for the
under 16 and under 14 playors
has begun with fixtures and
gtarting dates released this
wesek o the clubs.

Sinee the return to plty,
most clybs have bean husy
plaving practice games as
there hasn't bean any window
of avallability to oTga nise
jeagnes which would in ordi-
nary time have begun at the
anid of March, with champion-
ship usually beginning for
prder 14 at the and of July and
on the third week in Anguat
for under 165

Glven the huge amount of
game tio be played there iz a
slightly differant format this
spason in both the under 14
and under 16 championships
where thers will be a round
robin serles of games in the
first phase followed by knock-
ot GAMES,

il:giﬂet strnctured in such a
way that each age group will
be out every second week 1n
champlonghip and in 2 groug
aff five teams they may be oul
more often sa there f5 1ittle
poom for MAnaenyTe.

All games will be plaved on
T ﬁnnun.ﬂ-ﬁ-lﬂﬂ it zi8, “'Jllulu"
ever, cluba have bren F Lt
by the county juvenile com:

yory tight with pmbers and it
Lmnped that If e wired, op-
I1:u:rs-11|.r.-1-| clubs will acllitate &
podctlon iR anmbers so that
all ¢hildren get a chance to
plﬂ}'mrupﬂliliwﬂ,ﬂn what isa
sirange vear fior everyboddy.

. L

Factuee: Dam Linebhan

mm.nmw;mhmmw players Ellen 0 and Sinead during their SE Systems senier fnship
match at Castle Road. 2 oo o~ 3 mmmiﬁm

Glen deliver
on leadership

Killeagh have rejigged thelr team in an
effort te strengthen their forward line.
Lausa Treacy, meovinge to mbdfield, seems
1o enjoy the frecdom and gnthusiastically
coverad a bt of ground on Saturday.

Chloe Slgerson has moved into full-for-
ward. Time will tell if that will work for
il Bast Corlk skide,

It's all very well having talent on the
sguare but the ball must get im amd 1 thiat

x
= Mary Newman

Zowme clubs have entered
more than one team ina grade
and for these clubs, thay miast
submit and name 15 players
for each panel, but assoonasa
Fllnycr progresses to the

igher grade, they are then
graded in the new grade. that
means they cannot return to
the lower grade as per the rule
of championship grading.

Given that it = a different
sort of vear and the juvenile
compthee are under prossune
o get all competitions com-
pleted, clubs are asked if poss-
ible mot to change dates of
thelr gamees. . -

If an opposition 15 unable to
change a date then the match
will stand af the date as nat-

Linda
Mellerick

WE awndt one mome result from ot one

el

This ¥year's dm:npmmmpd
are a round robin format, th
the top twe beams rowm each

section poing to the knock 6ut | 1o finalise the backdoor pairings in this gupply is cut off or Chloe meets a ten-
mflnda of ihe championship. | vear’s SE Systems Cork sonkor champion- acions full-back then her talent is nulki-
| er ar e e o | * Toouplas face up to Bailincollig, Clough fied. The square is 8 constriete Bog, o

3 5 u neallig, Clou w {ile freslom on & thght defencer.
teams go to the final as they § duv u%arﬂeldsl,] Milford v Ballygarvan p

1 k1] 1 i
Lt L hawe to mention again that ['11~1mn1:15h:l

n will play the winners of

and Moweestown's Mary Medweeney h
imokilly and Seandin who line out

o 1= Y

teams competition, again the - B _ e firve game at full back. Yes, the Cork star
tq]: Tﬁﬂtﬁ:l%?ﬂm e against sach other next Tuesday eveni — e - e = Hnlslg'lxcd with 1-15, 1-11 from placed balls,
n et w?rhuw !eaa’l Tho results Jast week wire as we felt  garsfields’ goalkeeper Molly Lynch takes a and her exhibit of free taking and hor gide-

they might play out, except far the Glen- ; lines. which are a joy to walch, were
Sars encounter where that game was al. which was saved by Glen Rovers'geal-  oyompiary but on 5050 balls McSweeney
ways going to be hard to call, particularty keeper Lisa O'Riordan during the SE Systems - did very well

with the retirement of Emer Fennell Cork senior amogie chamiplonship at Castle 1 think Chloe must be one of the swee-

Eroup
fl:n-rEE conceded will decide
hi I

This is being done in the

interest of no team infileting a What a loss she was, She seored 5-31 in Road. Picture; Eddie OHare  test girikers of the ball ini Cork at the mo-
%ﬂﬂt on anothor. last year's championship, 510 from play. ment. It looks efforiless with great dig
re will be extra time of | That aside, she ralsed the confidence of it conld have been the purning point but  tanoo amd style.

ten minutas per half in all
games In the roind robin
gories and knock out stages
and in ihe event of extra thme
ending in a draw extra. exira
time of Tive minutes per half
will apply.

those around her and Sars missed that  the way the Glen battled back showed the Mewoestown did well for their ficst year
foadership up front 1ast Sumnday. positive switch in their mindsel compared  p. They hold Killeagh fo livel torms il
Hut Sars aron’t gone away and their de- 1o that of recent times and thelr final flve  the break. The specd at senior hovel com-
foat to the Glen might be the medicine minwbes implied they were the champions pared with intermedinte 15 8 massive step
they newd 1o dig d _That's not to take  and not Lars. up and their being second to the hall is
from the Glen's ﬁﬁrﬂunm [t was cxocl It was a great game from 1wo fine sides, what led toihe miamber of frees bing pres-
lemt, fully committed and at a fast attacking entod 1o Chics to converl

1Tt i= still a draw after that, T'en snying for a long time that the Glen  pace, There's a long road to go vl and The 5t Finbarr's and Douglas game wis
both teams receive three | peedod ppders and they had them in these two teams will have a big say s the  rulved by (roes anl stoppages. A tofal of
points in the league table | abundance. Karen O'Connell, Lauren Cal-  champlonship Progresses. 45 nndl & number of throw-ins stopped any

round robin and in th kniock
ot stages a replay is to T

ayed within four days of the
qﬂp;h!:ﬂ fix e,

At under 14 level, 88 clihs
will compete in five competi-
fions from premicr tol
team’s competitken,

There are cight clubs i proe.
miber, 24 in A, 20 n B, 10 in O
and six clabs have entered a
speond under 14 b,

im the aider 16 charmplon-
ghip there are fonr grides;
pight clubs will confest pre
miber, 28 in A, 20 i B, and Mve
in C.

It ls great to s0e eve hody
back, S0 let the games i

lanam and Lydia Cunnisgham were oul- Clonghduy are a young side and felt the motsentim. Some frees wers genubne b
standing and 1hey're the jeaders you ex-  mpact agamst & Courcey Rovers shile in- 2 fot could have been beft play out. 1 hawve
1 S, Jury free and with pyperienced talent in. ARNOYanc at times with the pdvantage
Ang around thom they had great per- every Hine. Edel amd Ashling Moloney anvd  Fuke
formiers all over the fickl [P's great tohove  Clara Hayes nre around a while and lined  The ref must allow the advaniage run
p spread of scorers and the three-points  out in the county final of 2018. Jacinta for op to five sccomds after the foul or for
Katin Walsh produced from actie anples.  Crowley's refifn was a Blissing around less time if it becomes clear thit no advan-
ona o particilarly great seare from 4 tight  the mi of the park il whil manage- tage has actrued, el we finid referces let-
angle i fhe ficst half, were top class, meent eam woukin't like 1o have three for-  1ing the play go on for far bonger and a1kl
Youngster Kayleigh o'Sullivan's two  wonds the callbre of Linda Collins, Fionn calling it back if no advaniags oceurs, The
wore of an equal quality, none more S0 Keating and Savirse McCarthy. ruiles don't state that you walt until Hhe
that the oneg which gave the Glen o fwo- Briege Corkery was i loss for Clough-  ball is passed or @ score attemplid before
point cushion in injary time, Emma oy, sho most definitely wauld have run deciding. 1t fve sevorids,
Murphy was Strong and scorel o greal al Courceys’ defence and testod them Roumned oae wies always going o b to1gh
point io give e bensd o0y 62 miniles, e, Bt e moves on arsd Cloughduy  considering the longg Jayoff teams hid.
I was mpkrnmﬂ with Cliona Martin at - will robuild as they always do. Unfori- Getting to match pace wis going (o ba
cornor back who played a slealy gamae. pately for them thoy have & poegh back-  Rarder for gome (han olhers.
wWhen Adne Mullins netted for Sars tn the oot agalnst Sars but agein they won'tbe  The cobwebs have been knocked off
socondl half o ghve them a three-golnt lend  foanid waniing on the affort ront. pow and we ook forwird to round e,




© | Sport | Gaelic Games

[

ONY [0 we measure
groatness - in medals
wnd trogdhies wos or
persopnal wizardry?

You may be an
individual genius bui,
in Gaelic gemes, the
height of your success is bound 1o
the collective standard and swecess
of your county,

You can also be a prodigy, like Cork
icenager Liz Garvan - camogic's
first Player of the Year who scored
3-6 fron play dn tlee 1990 sepdor [inal
- bt lazzde all oo |.'l|:||.'l'|:|.'.

She was bost o the game, (o teach
in Zambida, alver the 1972 decider so
is not included here.

Comsistency with bengevily is cer:
nainly ane hallmork of quealiny, bl
comparing players [rom different
eras % plways tricky and worse in
AT

Those gym frocks and black stock-
ingts weren't replaced by divided
skirts until 1972 and the mame was
12-a-side. on a smaller pitch, wanl
Lo,

'i1|-c|.Eg.":q: |!||.|g.'|.'rx.u|:| AveTage, e
Heter e play o more athletic, serial
gane thin prévioas gencrations and
are wlso more visihle, lurther adding
b s recency bias here,

Yei the greats of iy ¢ are 5o
inudelible that vou can picture ithefr
artistry and keadership halding ilveir
0w in any game and 1 the same
with great junior or intermediate
Mayers,

There will always be personal bins
in selecting any “Top 50° a5 there
certanly ks in this list of camogic’s
op 30 '|:l|:|.3.'|,':'.'.' of the last 50 VRS,

But dhuring this unprecedented
pause in the intér-county gane
Uiz, ot least, puis on record and rec-
ogmiges them wwd i 5 stirs delate,
tleen bt it begin.

iiwmt #'?ﬂ. M5

STARKRED when Anlrim swon inlers

- Camogie’s
Top 50 players of
the last 50 years

How do you compare players from different eras and different teams, especially
in a sport where the rules have evolved hugely since 19707 Here, Cliona Foley
picks her Fab 50 camdags (in alphabetical order) from a golden era for the sport

mediate in 2000 and scored 003 (2
245 ol thedr 0-15 when they lost it
o Wexford 10 years later. A senior
All-Sear in 2008, the year she led
Beliast side O'Donovan Rossa to the
All-Treland senior club title,

HENA BUCKLEY
(Cork

THE Inniscarra dual jewel siar
Mayed in 22 All-Ireland senior (nals
(R0 2007, winning 18 and seven
of 11 in camogie, Quietly fierce any-
whiere in defence and a great resder
af the ball, Retired after winning
Flaver of the Year and capiaining
Cork o All-Ireland glory in 2017

ELSIE CODY (née Walsh)
(Wexford)

AT mibdlield when Wexdord beai
Cork in 1975 and still there, at Mull-
bk, i the P90 final. dedng a meark-
ing job on Angela Downey. Also part
of the Buflers Alley team that won
Tour club titles in a row in the "S0s.

{H?[E E CORKERY

JUST 18 whien switched to middield
to swingg the 2005 linal. Equalled
Buckley's haul of 18 medals when
she camee out of retirement in 2018,
six monihs after becoming a mum.
Seven Al-rclands and six All-Stars
e the last of only six camibgs (o
wiin a Texaco Award {in 2008) bant
nover Mayer of the Year.

EEEI%E COSTINE

LEGENDARY tall, poweriul Cork
full-back on the fogrin-a-row leam
froam 1970-73 and won in 78 oo
Player al the Year in 1973 and full-
back on the Team of the Century,
Her skills were howed by practising

| with Christy Ring on thebr clul pitch
| in Cloyne, |

DENISEGAULE

EJR COTTER

STARRED at midfield in 2008 when
Cork famously held Galway to a single
songe [rom play and won and soared

a controversial e free to nab the
S title. Seven All-lrelands and six
All-Stars bo dage.

EE;;P CURTIN

RONNIE won Plaver of the Match

in both the AllIreland minor and
Jumior finals i 1594, scoring 3-5 i the
formier. She was ondy W when Galway
seom their maiden sendor in 15996 and
still going strong when they narmowly
bost im 2030 and 2000

ANNE DALTON
(Kilkenny

ONLY one AllIrcland medal from

seven finals (2006) but many wene omne-

SARAH DERVAN
(Galway)

WOHN an Intermediate in 2009 and

foner All-Stars even while Galway lost
a string of senior fimals, Capiain and
full-back last vear when she won her
second All-Ireland and sith All-S4ar.

s

DEFTED 1w orm cruckates o help
Meath go from winning All-Irefand
Junior (2002) and intermediate (2017
after a replay with Cark) o senior
status and rewarded with a recond six
"Soaring Stars” (the second-tier All-Star
awands).

ANN Dﬂ\il’NE'I'
(Kilkenny
MIDEIELD general in 2 25 pear caresr

that yiclded 12 All-Irelands, nine
Mational Leagues and seven club

point losses and her status is rellected | AllIrelands with Lisdowney and 5t

with two Flayer of the Year gongs

[ {200 & 2008), six All-Stars (three at
centre-hack for a naturl midfielder)
and thiree club tites with 51 Lachilain’s,

VAGS D’A}HE'I"

OME of the ganse’s most agile
shot-stoppers. Two-time All-5tar
anvd part of the great Wiedord team
[ that won four Al relands and three
Mational Leagues fram 200711, Also
hedped 51 Marite's (o the 2009 All-Tre-
[l clusly flaxal,

OVITA DELANEY
ipperary
GOALKFEPER whowan five aof eyzht

[ Al-Irefand fAnals from 199 Cuwistand-
ing in the 2000 final when she was
Flayer of the Year and on the ' Lynch-
Pins Tesm of MEE the precursar o
ithe alfscial All-Stars of which she won
| bwomore.

| Paul’s. Shared the Player of the Year
| trophy with rwin Angela three times
| {1986, B9 and “99) and also a squash
international

| ANGELA DOWNEY
{Iﬁl:emﬁq

FIVE-TIME Flayer of the Year (fram
19770 and 12-imse All-Ireland

| champion. First payed in a senior

| Al-Ireland at 15, In the summer of 77,
she scored 6-3 against Tipp, fowr goals
agaknsi Dublin and 2-3 in the final
Phenomenal pace and close contnod,
she could find space in a coffin and

| duirm anny game in an instance. Top of

the beft on Team of the Century and

| thegreates: of all iime,

mﬂz FITZGIBBON

| CORK grant who stormed at cen-

im-hepck or middeeld. She was iwice

| PMaver ol the Year (1992 and '95),

' | CIARAGAYNOR

AT

| she won six of 13 sensor finals and

| captained Cork back to ghory in 1992
| alteran eightyear gap. Won four club
All-Ireland titles with Glen Rovers and
heas 64 Irish basketball caps. Cen-
tre-brack on the Team of the Century.

?EHISE G}:IHJLE

YOUMNG Player of the Year in 3005
when she won anAll-Ireland minor
title and starred in 3 senior semi-final.
Her fiekiing, free-taking and ball-car-
nghav..t by witad to Bilkenmy
contesting six of the kst seven senior
linwaks anc she hie 0:-00 (7, 2 455} in the
2000 final, Player of the Year in 2006,

FII_AEA EA‘HUH

ATEAKTOUGH centre-back who

| wwom fve All-Irelands and Player ol the
| Year in 2. A& year later, she neodssd

| painkillers to play in the final after
being assaulied three weeks earlier in
her joby as & garda,

w GEARY

PART OF the tigerish hal-back line
that feld Tipperary tojust 0-4 in the
20046 final. She has won four sensor
| A.H-lrel.pui-.r.-and four All-Stars (Cork’s
Fome i 2000, amd was vital in
i'-'l ford’s three club tiles.

| m? GLYNN

nPD'I.'l.’ERJ-'I.IL milficlder whocon-
tributed 0-5 when Galway lnally won
im B, She scored 212 of their 4-14
| against Kilkenny in the 1597 semi-i-

| mals and also sconed goals in every one
of Pearses’ five club All-Erekend finals.

Coperay)

JUST 14 when she scored 0-2 in



integrad part of their success thereal-
per, scoring 12 in the 2001 Goal and 09
(75} in the centenary final. A three-
tirme All- St before she wad 19and a
double club champion with Cashel.

EEIRDHE I;LFGHES

TOOMEVARA'S tearway full-for-
ward won an All-lreland intermediate
tithe in *97 and was senior Plaver of
the Year two vears luter. Had a ballet
of a shot that noiched two early goalks
in the 2000 finnd and 2-2 a year kater.
The only active player sclected on the
Team of the Century in 2004,

HRSULA Fi.bﬂulfll.'.I'B

A FOURTIME All-Star and Afl-lre-
land winner whose game-changing
el off the furn, in the 2011 final s
part of camoghe legend. A year later,
she scored 2-7 and took player of the
muatch against Cork and also won
two chsb All-Irelands with Oulart-The

Ballagh.

PATRICIA J?CKMAH

THE Fitile Skills champlon in 2004
wins Jooy [0 ".Fr':lm{urd'sp.u'I[nrﬂl-h-l:-
famd i 2000 and inter thile in 2005
Also won five ‘Ashboarne’ AHl-5tars,
ceven Poc Fada titles and helped
Gaultier to intermediate club glory

st year:

ey

ANINETIME All-Star who was sill

2007, memaonably scoring 11 of 214
i heir semifinal, Elegant und effort
e it TEerrhy conpetitive.

the mational scoring chans 10
‘.ﬁh‘m oy et of her four-time cham- |

MIAMH KILKENNY
(Galway)

WON All-Sars even when bosing
All-Trelands in 2000, ‘T and ‘15 and that
03 mibdfiekd tour de force in last year's
final showeated her talent Also player
o the mesich i Galvery's semi-final
dhiefet of Ciork and Griched 2009 witha

| spah All-Star and Player of the Yesr.

Emlﬂﬂﬂfﬂﬂ

FEARLESS defender whao read the
Ezmie like 5 natural sweeper. W four
All-Trelands froem 197843 inin
B3y but missed the 81 fnal the
Killeagh contimgent were contnover:
stally dro Alzo helped dethrone
Buflers in the 1980 club finak

Hnnﬁmnmmlml

AT midifield for Weexlnrds two
AlLTrelaaradss in the lane ‘605 bt starmed
at fill-back when they romiped past
famcied Cork in the 7S final. Alsowon
| five All-Ircland clab medals, four with
| Baffers Alley and one with
| Fouendh (Dushlin) Half-back on Uee Team
| of the Century.

JOAMNS her mem here, First played sen
jorwhen she was onby 13 and ondy 21
whin she captaimed Wedoed s break
throiagh in . thecir first senior titke
i 32 years. A cool, calm centre-back
far thelr three-in-a-row (2000-12) and

| thiree-time All-Star,

| MAIREAD MAGILL (McAtamney)
(Antrim)

| ANTRIMS stylish midfield general

gh | played for 20 years (196383}, Con-

lﬁdﬂﬂﬂhﬁ?ﬁ:wm
capiain, alongside two naG0es,
wwhen they beat Tipp in 1979 whien she

won Player of the Year. The only Ulster
player an the Team af the Century.

ARGUABLY Player of the Match in the
20111 finead when Galwery kost two ina
o bo Wiestlord. W four of ber five
All-Stars (in three different pogitions)
while loging five All-ireland finals. bt
ot ber jist rewsard in 2003 when she
wiis it centre-back and player of the

WHER i Lilies war three junior
titles in foar vears in the 80s, the
Broadford niidfielder, 2 regular for
Letnster, scored 16, 11 (replay]) and
{7 in the finals Key 1o Kildare making

their zenior debut in 1992 and scored
25 i their 1994 intermedinte final loss
o Arsmagh.

i

WON four in a row from B70-T3

i three more, neluding Plaver of
ithee Year in 1978 The: Killeagh star
captadned Cork inan eple two-game
semi-finad victory over Killenny in
F82 and Emously scored a goal went
off injured and came back on in the
firral. A midielder who cvolved inoa
centre-forward and Mo 13 on the Team
af the Century.

MAIRIN McALEENAN
(Down)

CHIEF plymiaker when Down won

| the 991 jundor tithe, conbested an

intermexinte in *92 and won Division
scring 171 he il A 3, he

I . e
waes still leading them o a juniors fnad
and winning am All-Sear in 2004,

(ﬁéﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ McCARTHY

AN eighe-time AllTreland champlon
and uniquely won four ina e pliyi
outfield fusually mbdifield, B70-73)
anather fourasa (978, B0,
B2 and 83} Player of the Year in 1980
and her incredible career only ended
after the 199 AlHrefand fnal

WHNELL

FIVE Al relands From cight linslina
o iand a big-game forvand. Playerof
ihe mimich i the D001 il she cooed
1= fruen play i the 2003 final when
she swepd the boards, winning Player
af the Year and a Texaco avward, only
the fourth cameagie plaver towin one
and the (st since Angela Dowmey in
(5

EHIEHE M)tEAHH"l' {Martin)

CENTRE-BACK on the Team of the
Century, she won nine All-Inelands in
2 years' inler-county service (1972:93),
twice capiained Kilkenny to ghory and
oaly missed two of thelr fumous seven-
im-a-row due to her sons’ births. Also
Eermpously sconed a sideline oul in the
1585 All-Treland semi-fined

| DA MELLERICK

ROLLS-ROYCE madfiekder whwo
inepired Cork for 21 years, contesting
'; 13 senior All-Irelands and winning six.
| the last In 3002 Also won B Matioal

| Leagues plus three All-Incland chubs

CLIONA FOLEY’'S
TOP 10 PLAYERS

1. Angela Downey
(Kilkenny)

2. Gemma O'Connor
{Cork)

3. Sandie Fitzgibbon
{Cork)

4. Deirdre Hughes
(Tipperary)

. 5. Linda Mellerick
(Cork)

6. Rena Buckley
(Cork)

7. Ann Downey
(Kilkenny)

8. Ursula Jacob

| {(Wexford)

| 9. Kate Kelly
(Wexford)

10. Anne Dalton
(Kilkenny)

|
i NEXT MOMDAY: Don't miss
‘ the top 50 ladies footballers

with Glen Rovers, Twice Player of the
Yoz (1993 and 94 and midiicld on the
_ Team of the Century,

MﬁfMMnnm

LED Ofaly ton junios fnal in 2003,
| the junics tithe in 2009, the intermedi-
ate kn 2000 and the All-Ireland senbor

first All-S3arat wing-back in 2008 and |

| ceami-finals i 2002 Also won Offaly’s
| is stll going
| NIAMH MULCAHY

| YOUMNG FLAYER OF THE YEAR in
| 2007 who sconed 0-7 (4 in the 2014
| ﬂh:hnmedlgm 1';:_10:1'[:3!‘-]:1
BRI LIipplast
SUMNmET wimﬁsﬁﬁdﬂﬁtmd
she alsowon her frs All-Star aftera
| handful of previous nominations.

| AOIFEMURRAY

! ASPECTACULAR stoppser ot batli

| sides whose speed alf the line made

| heraseventh defender, Memaralsle

| All-Ireland finals include ihe 2008

and 0% deciders and tha double save
in 300& when she capaalned Cork 1o
glory. Mine All-Ireland medals, eight
AllStars and Player of the Year in 208

HI HEAP)"I'

LINED ot fior the Cats for 1 years in
miany positions but remembered as
| o brilfiant full-back on their seven-in-
| arow side plus six All-lretand club
medals, Fve with 5t Paul's and ane
wiith Ausstin Stacks of Dublin, Twice
Player of the Year (1981 and '85) and
right corner-back on the Team of the

Century.

| GEMMAO'CONNOR
|

| AS GREAT a player as the game las

Gaelic Games | Sport | @)

ever seen and remcrkably versatile. A
scoring midielder before becoming
a todemic defender. Won nine of her
1% Adl-Irebund finads amd 11 All-Stars.
Player of the Yearin 2005 and 2005

scored that icredible long-rnge
equaliter in the dying minuies of the
2007 Linal.

m O'CONNOR

A WNO-NONSERSE prescoce in the
brilliant Cork hall-back line which

| Mnally dethromed Tipperary and a
| brilliant reader of the game, Seven

senbor cumogie All-Inekands and

nine Mational o bop of fve
Epaathall Al-Ire and tvon club titles
twith Limerick side G Hall.
gy as well &5 Plaper al tee Year
in 20,

(Flcgrrll‘flﬂ'DHJSﬂI]LL

ANOTHER Rebel podket rocket wha
was loe-cool o [nees but lightning in
Full fligghs, The six-time sensor cham-
plom was Player of the Year in 2002
which inciuded her ml.flbu'g'l:ll'.ﬁll.‘ 32
im the final and she went on 1o cosch
Cork 1o pawo All-refands (2005906).

HNPI.EI'DHWER

OMLY 21 when player of the match
the 2003 final and the staunch fall-
back won her Aith titke, Player of the
Year and one of camagie’s mme Tesacn
awards in 2004 before adding iwo
club tiles with Cashel.

MARY O'LEARY

ABRILLIANT naural striker and
Free-taker, she rarely Anlshed 2 game
without & goal and hall adogen paints.
Four All-Trelamsds (F78-82) and Player
of the Year in "52 when ber 16 amd late
free pipped Dublin.

| MFER O'LEARY

A FOUR-TIME All-lreland winmer with
eight All-Stars, Went to Australi for
twyears alfber her [irst thoee All-lre-
lands but retwmed ans, in 2004, while
commuting froem Armagh to train,
hiad one of herbest ssisons, mchuding
a vital groad e thee figal.

i KATIE POWER
(Kilkenmny)

PETITE bust lethal, the Filumamn ace
may ey have ope senbor medal 1o
shiowy froam seven senior finals bt

i% alrendy a four-time All-Star and
five-time beague winner. She 5 one of
thase guickstlver forwards tual causes
v an the ball

EﬂHHE REDMOND
blin)

DUBLIM condested five finals in-a-row
berween FI82/ 86, They only won one
(E9E4) bt Cork fust pi them kn
‘52 and Redmond was a renovwnel
gatekeeper. Player of the Year in 84,
shie captalned Crambin to afamous
cligh titke a vear Biler.

mﬂﬁ THOMPSON

WITAL to Cork ending that four-year
i 2004 and woan three more
Einoe. and very physical but
ko skl L"ﬂl:lugh Lo Scoqe pomis
il bodh sides Foom mideld Also has

| three clal Al Tretands with Milford,



¢ Linda Mellerick

Seandin 5-18
Imokilly 1-5

A strong all-round performance from
Seandiin zaw them through to the next
round of the SE Systems Senior Cham-
pionship last night.

Considering this sguad haven't had that
mch thme topether, this was a very im-
pressive co and Seanadin couild

ir teamwork was exceptional. From
the onisel, Seandin attacked the game
with Mair. Three wides inaide three min-
ukes showed their intent.,

As Imokilly settted with their defenee
working extremely hard it was ten min-
iies he i pamse its first score.

Al that ru:d:nl Tmokilly themselves had
fhree wides and it leoked as i very litle
would separate these sides over the hour.
But the experienced individuals in the
Soamdin gide along with strong battling

ualities and a teamwork approach saw
tl emt bead by 3-8 to 0-3 coming up to half
T,

With Amy Lee highly dependable in
goal, Courtney O'Keeffe, Niamh O'Leary
and Michelle Murphy excellent in de-
fence, the commanding Katlyn Hickey
and Susan Kate Brosnan in midiield,
Seandin’s stylizh forwards received
plentifuil supply. And how they wsed it

Teamwork wiss at a premium as H.ﬂ"]ﬂ}'
Ryan, Lauran Homan, Sinead Mills and
Laura O 'HNelll turned it on. Eyan nnd
O Nelll hit the net as Seandin were pa

ling away fast. But Imnh!]l:r hit a
patch where a good :C;" Man“ﬁnn
on mmm-:wmﬂ] by o penalty a
minitte later, But the penalty was saved
and Seandin teok a 12-peint advantage
into the break.
[t was o mountain (o climb for a young
Imokilly side. They battled throughoul
M!;rﬂﬂ‘m'lﬂil from what was a tough
alﬁu] RAIMS.
o second hall beok off in much the
same fashian with Seandin still exger and

I;lq:m a big say in thiz year's champion- "

Michelle Marphy, Seandin, battling Chioe Cashman, Imokilly, in the Senior Camogie Championship at Castle Road.

eandun see
ff Imokilly

Picture: Jim Comghlan

mﬂnbﬂ{hﬂ,mpm!uduﬂiwmmumnlmhmm

Irmekilly clubs also gave a strong
to Imokilly from Youghal, Fr O°'Neills,

attacking. Laura Homan restarted the
seoring with Hayley REyan and Imokilly's
Cledagh Finn 51.'mt£inu points. But any
hope Imokilly had of rescuing something
from the game was well and truly dashed
when Sinead Mills finished a brillinnt
team move to the net.

From there the points came fst. Clod-
agh Finn had a chance to goal with an-
other penaliy bat it saibed over the cross-
bar for Imokilly's second and enly score of
mﬂl&;ﬂd hjf—,-,]f az a rampant Seandin
[ hi]| o impress.

e
as Imokilly iry o [ el to
take on Neweestown next Saturday in the
backdoor losers roitnd and Seandun move
on to round three where they face Glen
Rovers.

On the evidenceof such a slmngdimm_-p
and with quality clubs representing Sean
diin in Blackrock, Brian DMllon’s, 51 Vin-
cent’s, Ma Plarsaigh, Bishopstown and
Memo Hnn,g-urs, it ahonld be a tight and
highly entertaining clash with Glen
Rovers,

return

Watergrasshill, Aghada a, Midleton, Cast-
lemartyr. Castlelyons and Bride Rovers.
Seoners for Soanddn; H Ryan 148 (0-1 1), L O'kel 20, L
Farman B-Ti0- 10, L Hickey (=2, 5 WUl 1-1, M Scannei 1
(. S K Brosnan 01, B Murpbsy 0-5 1
thm14-ﬂ-1lﬂ-1ml.‘-Eﬂﬂ1Hﬂ4ﬂ
T O Donovan [Hems :
cmmmmmmm
nor {ha Piasraighl; M OLaary (Brian Déions), E
{Hin Piasramigh), L Mooogh ook B Hickoy
Erl;m[lﬂm : M Cromn (51
umwmmr_su-:arm
m].,u pBlackreck), L Qe {Bishopsiown),
MEwamth%ﬂﬂm
for L O Nedl (38), L Bamy (Brian D
wwuwﬂumwhsmm
IMOKILLY: K McCarthy [oughal), JDD'rIIIMu-:I.B
vy rg-mum E-.;nm mmnrmmnr:.
gty (Fr 0Kl u HErlHI'H .
:u-mw! -Il.iu-m

ﬂ'mf f-' ﬂi-hmn. rﬂlh-] [+ hanF'
[Wsergrasshan

—

e ——

Three
important
games
ahead

® Mary Newman

BY Sunday evening thiree in-
termediate and six junior A
clubs will have exited the 5E
Byatems charm I-l:msl'ﬂ!:a.
Castle Roadd k5 again prov-
ing to be invaluable to the
Cork board and it will host
three imporiant games on
Sunday next, Awpest 9
First into the ring are Valley
Rovers and Ballyhea who
throw in at 12neon, this will be
fnll:rwed al by the meet-
ng between Na Plarsalgh and
Mlhrillain ! ’l‘imn-:lm;amm
atl Gpm Watergrashill and
Clonakilty roumd up procesd-

ings.

All sides will be determined
to et their campaigns back on
track and join Aghabullogue,
Enniskeane, Fr O'Neill’s,
Brian Dillon's, Blackrock, and
Carrigaline in the draws for
round threa and four.

With nine winners emerg-
ing In total there will be one
game in round three and the
winnors hare will progress to
Jjoin the other seven in the
quarter finals,

Ballyhea who won last sea-
son's Junior A championship
found their debut tough asy
they lost out to a very focused
Enniskeane but they gave it
everything they had.

Iuhmury' Marie Hartyy
was hapgjy to see the cla
make the big step up but said it
was hard given that Covid 18’
had a huge impact on what
they had t;ﬁ::ﬂ they wounld
hawve besn o da in prep-
aration, however with a sec-
and bite of the cherry o come
they will beok abead with con-
fidence.

Their opponents ¥Valley
Rovers had to give 10 an
excellent Blackrock amd
they will now have to dig deep
to find a way back and cer-
tainly Ballyhea will not be a

push over
Htlbr!tta!n P ’I‘Lmnl&ague
lost out (o Carrigaline in
exciting contest just tw:r
points separating them at
the full time whiztle, and
they now take on'a Na Fiar-
saigh side that will be deter-
mined to put their loss at the
hamnd u[FrGHeﬂ‘t:behind
them and get back to win-
1ing ways.
Clonakilty were edged out
Brian Dillon's
and they will be hoping to
biaild on a solid performance
and go one batter this ime out
as they meet a Watergrashill
ﬁ “?'Im- were defeated by Ag-
In the SE Systems junior
A championship three
game down for Saturday B
with times and venies to be
confirmed,

Barryros take on A New-
townshandriaem Sliabh Rua
will meet Sarsfields who were,

defieated by an excellent Char-
Beville side In roand one.

Sliabh Rua lost out to E-!
Vincent's by four points in
round one and Bapieer will be
Mddinfhln stay in 1:-mnen1.1-:m
when they meest Ballinhassig
who lost by & paint to Ballinas:
carthy.




Risling Walsh of Douglas and Meabh Cahalane of St Finbare's tussle for

B Cactle Roaring the S Systems Senior Camagie Champlonship match

at Castle Road.

Picture: Howand Crowdy

Ballyhea edge out
Valley Rovers for a
place in round thr

IT"S great 1o be back and to sea
championship game at all le-
vels moving ahead, let's hope
everybody stavs safe and we
continge to enjoy olr games.

The back door rounds of the

5E Systems Intermediate and’

Junior A Championship af-
forded a second chapnce for
clubs to got their campaligns
back on track and we had a
wetthend of exciting garmes.

It was nip and tuck to the
final whistle as Valley Rovers
and Ballyhea battled for a

tplace in round three; at the

nizh, just a point separated

pihe sides as Ballyhen edged it
211 b0 210

It was level pegging six

points apiece betwoen Waber-
b ahill and Clonakilty, with
arle (' Melll proving a hanid-
jful for the Clonakilty defence
an target with all the Water-
grasshill points. Watergras-
ahill v the pace in the sec-
ond half, O™eill adding to her
tally with six poknts and with
Ruth Kalser, Clara Cashman
and Michelle Sheehan adding
a point each they ran ot 0-14
to 06 winners,

Kilbrittain Timoleague and
Na Piarsalgh were in a tight
coaitest where it finished 1-8 to
1-6 in ﬂm Hilbrjttaln.-’Timu-
league girls” favour.

In the SE Sysiems Junior &
round two game, in a high-
sooring contest, Sllabh Roa
got the upper hand on a deter-
mined Sarsfields side. Sllabh
Bua led 2-10 to 1-6 at the inter-
wval bt Sars kept in touch with
Denna Kerrigan, Nikki Barey
and Amy MeMNamara on target
with points and a Julie Allen

I=1mﬂllsmﬂ:-h Rua Kept the score-
board ticking over with sec-
ond-half points. Sars ensured
a competitive finish with goals
from Julie Allen, Donna Ker-
rigan and Orlaith Keane in a
game where Sliabh Hua s akil-
ity to pick points was & mapor
factor that assured them of a3-
17 to 4-8 victory.
Bantoet got their campaign
back on track as they hit 11
points to Ballinhassig's one
gorl and threa, while Mow-
townshandrum proved much
ton strong for BArryroe ns
ithey ensured victory with
Cliona O'Callaghan, Katle
jCoughlam, Mariah Reidy.
Sarah Moloney, Aolfe Two=
hill, Redsin Twohill, Katie
Coughlan and Rosle Ryan all
peetting on the soore sheet as
they ran out comprehensive

Fs.

In the SE Systems Junior B
-Ch]:mplﬂnihip opening
ronnd, there wenre wing for

CAMDIGIE

B Mary Newman

Bride Rovers over Newces-
town and Youghal over
Bishopstown,

In Junlor C. Aghabulbsmse
was victorlous over Castle-
Ivons, Midleon defested Kill-
eagh, Ma Plarsaigh saw off the
challenge of Castlemartyr,
Kinsale defeated Kilworth,
and Aghada overcame St
Colum's.

In thi openkng rounds of the
5E Systems Junior Second
teams championship, Eire
overcame Cloughduy on a 2.9
ta 1-5 score line, St Finbarr's
had a 613 to 1-7 victory over
Eilbrittain/Timoleague. Glon
Rovers gof the upper hand on
Ennisheane 5.8 o 1.7 while St
Catherine’s had a win over
Dougias 3-100a 1.5,

In the SE Systems Minor B
Champienship, Blackrock had
a ane-podnt win over Na Piar-
salgh 1-13 to 3-6, Kilbrittalns
Timoleagnoe defeated Fr
O'Meill’s 1-16 1o 2-12, Ballygar-
van proved much tes steong
for Buttovant, and Cloughduy
had fwo points (o Spare over
Douglas 2-15 to 4-7. Kilbree/
Eilmee and Glen Rovers
hattled it out to the finlzk in
the Glen Field before the
tors edged if with three points
to sparg in a high-scoring 4-11

o d-8 Eme-.

In the SE Systemns Minor C
Championship, Sliabh Kua
hivd & one-polnt win over Clon-
akiliy, Tracton had five points
to spare over Midiston, and
Barryros had a 3-8 to 0-2 win
over Blarney.

And so to the driws for
round three and in the 5E Sys-
fems Intermediate Champion-
ahip there is one third-round
clash and this will see Baliy-
hea taking on Watergrasshill
on Awgust 16

The qinarter-finasls are dawn
for August 30: FroO'Meill's will,
misel Kilbrittain/Timoleague,
Enniskeane will meet Black-
rack, Brian Dillon's will play
the winner of the Ballyhea
Watergrasshill clash, and Car-
rigaline take on Aghabul-
logue.

In tha SE Sa‘alems Junier &
Champlonship, one third-
round game will be held
where Sliabh Bua meet Now-
townshandrum on August 19,
In the quarter-finals on Au-
gust 20, Mallow will meel the
winners of Newtownshan-
drom and Sliabh Boa, Ballin-
ascarthy will play Bantedr,
Ballinora meet Charlevillo,
and Tracton face 51 Vineonts,

Michelle Murphy, Seandin, and Ciara Cashman and Chloe Cashenan, |

L

New lockdown

mokilly, in action in this week's Senior Camogie Championship dash,
Picture: i Coughla

Mellerick

1 WONDER if we will get to start and fin-
ish the Inter-county eamogie ehamplon-
ships this vear with the rise in C-u-qﬁd-lul
CASEE,

The recent shutdown in Laois, Offaly
and Hildare gave wus all food for thought.
& statement on the camogie website ex-
ed: £ GAA facilities can re-
apen; ke games are permitted invelving
ubs from these counties;

“Tralning may continne, bl showld be
on & non-coniact basis and in proaps of no
more thin L peapbs;

“The contrel measures outlined in the
GAA's Betum to Play decument - and in
particular the completion of Health Gues-
thonnalres before every tralnkng seésion -
shoubd contimae 1o be adhered to.

“Indoar mestings should involve o more
thamn six ; no more than three
households, and should ndheremﬂncpme-
lines outlined proviously by the GAA's
Hesalth gl Safety Commities, including the
need for 2m soctal distancing Government
trave] nestrictions should be sdhered to.

“It i% hugely uaforiunate thal dréam-
stances beyvond the conired of the three
Gaelle Games Associations in Laois, Of-
Faly ard Kilidare has led to the cessation of
games,"

If this happens during Oclober or MNo-
vember with a number of connthes put on
restrictions there won't bo room to it in
“ﬁ postponed games, the schedole is
tight n= it 15. The All-Ireland final is sef for
Decomber 13 and a two-week shutdown
will elther cancel the competition alto-
goether, depending on the number of coun-
tics involvel, or we'll see the champion-
ship move into 2021

[ think moving 1f inte 2021 would be &

disaster for a number of reasons, The
players won't have an “off-season’, [ o
detrimenial to Colleges camogic and havo
a negative effect o next year's inter-
county and possibly club leagyes,

Finola Neville, 5t Catherine’s wins the ball from Ballygarvan player (lioma 0Leary.
Ficture; Dan Linehan

e tmagine if we man inte serfous sche-

duling prebiems in the antumn/early
winter the completion of the 2020 cam-
palgn could be in troubde, Hoepefully that
won'l i,
Meanwhile. the asseclation launched
its new Mational Development Plan 2020-
23 which will guide the work of the associ-
ation over the nest four years.

The key m af the new plan are
"Passion, People, Pride and Place’ which
represent the foundation blocks of the as-
sociathon -

Four strategic acton arcas framae thekr
work for 2020-2025. Each aligns with
Passion, People, Pride or Place and is
unlerplnmed by o sories o of key poals:

B Goal 1~ To provide lifelong partici-
poation within camogie.

B Gaoal 2 - To Inerease the standard of ca-
maghe al club amd county 1evels,

B Goal 3 - Te embrics the fixlures chal.
lenge to ensure adequate games pro-
prmmme for all,

| Goal 4 - To proemote the health, well:
T and welfare of all camogle particl-
NS,

W Goal 5 - To increase the avallability of
skilled and gualified coaches and referees
and provide a supportive environment for
vixlumnbeers.

B Goal 6§ - To ensume that volunteers and

clubs are valued and have the skills and

suﬂ;]rl:ln to pffectively and efficlently acd-

minlsier our game,

B Goal 7- To revitallee ihe camogie beamd

and {dentity,

| Goal B - To develop commercially to

power ancd drive our core business.

W Gl 9 - T [nespire mare people to watch

and engage with Camsoghe, bocally, nation-

ally anal intornationally.

m Goal 10« To waork colkaborntively with

the GAA and LGFA ns part of the Gaelic

& Coal 110 fiteTieying
~ Do ersure apgeepriate playing

Tagilities for camogie.

W Goal 12 - To provide an inoovative, dy-

namic and sustainabie association thst

demansirales best practics In governance

andl partnersiips.

With the game growing all the e a few
key numbers were highlighted. Thére are
578 registored clubs n There wers
FEE 400 TV viewers of the 2019 All [reland
final which was tle Eirgest aidionce for a
live momen's ng event in 2019,

A miumiber of key actions amd success (n-
dlcators are highlghbed toensure the above
jpoals mre achioved which are anibitious ad
will requirea ot of work, =s there sre fust 2
siafl employed by the associatbon,



ROWIMG up, all [ ovor
wanted was to oo i
Cork senior camsogic player.
Siportl was alwavs o huge
part of my identity,
I Dovwsee] it ks an -clakled — it elidm
mittier what. Camoglo was always
my first bove thouph.

1 veais always o pood child and 1 loved
school, [ was quiet. I'm still a quiet
person, Bt Fm happy that way. 1 liko
iy I Lo myself,

I mlwinys had the desire to have a
‘gl job’ when | was yvounger withe
out knowing exactly what that
meant. Going o college was also a
huge ambition of mine.

My bigpest challenge in life was bal-
ancing sport at a high bevel with come-
pleting my degree in Pharmacy al
UCC and then a Masters at the Royal
College of Surgeons.

My greatest achievements have been
ing bo uskhversity and also winning

our senbor All-Ireland Medals, an

All Star, and being the Cork Senior

Camogie captain,

1am very disciplined, and | always
hve e, Discipline is the key to
auceess in my opinken.

T best advice | hive ever recejved
is to abways be honest with yourself,
el your best and never think 1
lml:r'-...

I o lesrming new things and, for
that reason, | decided to try oot somd-
thing completely new 16 me. I'm now
working with a technology company
calbed Workvive which is something
totally different,

During lockdown, we've been able o
work completely remotaly and 1 Kepl
training by mysell — we are in the
mibdidleof club champlonships now so
I aun physically in good shpe.

1 flon't have s mentor a= such but my
boviriend Danny has been a higee in-
fluenee in my e We've been to-
cether for almost nine vears and he
alwiys helps 1o golele mee towarnds the
right path, He's beilliant for advice
hath on and off the pitch. He (s al.
ways honest with me. cven if some-
times that is hared e take, That is
something 1 really admire abont him.

Tl personabity tradis | moest admire
im ot hers are people who are honest,
caring, respectiul, and hardworking.
My blgges Naw, which may also be
S0 A posilive, s that | am never
spdisfied.

I maoney wast't an fssue, and 1didn’t
Pawe 1o enrm a living, I'd goand study
mslieine purely ot ol InlEresy,

It irritates me when | 51:|:-1I:|:1:|;|lc' with
tabent amd they don’it use |t in the
Fizht way. 1 think ambition iz more
impartant than talend. My bigpest af-
tribuie is that 1 work hartd inoall as-
pects of my 1ife. 185 something 1 pride
sl on,

My biggest extrovagance is the re-
cent purchase of a camper van with
Danny. We've becn away |0 i overy
weeliend since the restrictions were
lifted. 1t°s o great way o switeh off.
My iclea of happiness s my family
Bedig happy amd healthy, and 1 love
ahoges anel spaort,

My fbea of misery & the opposite (o
iy bdea of happiness — sickness and
death of the peaphe 1 love, My greatest
fear is losing anyone | love. | alse
have a huge fear of snakes.

This much
I know

Amy O’Connor, camogie player

B o selieve in an alterlife. | beliove in

henven, and that we will all mest onr

brved ones wigain some day. I'm gl 1

Eu:-]im'e im heaven. [t gives me gread
CHph,

So far, life has taught me the import-
anee of kindness and of being a car-
ing amd honest person and of never
letting anvone fieel left out.

o will e rewarded for the hard
vork vou pit in — and always do
wiur sest.

B Amy O "Connor ecenthy iook pard in
thié 5 Paaks 1 Week EMIH‘IQ-BHM
Cope Foundation which Suppons more
than 2 500 childran and adults with intel-
leciual disabdities andfor autism across
Cork ety and county.

B werwcope-boundation. io

HILARY FENNELL

Katrina Mackey of Douglas attempts to get past Aksling Shannon and
stephanie Punch of St Finbarr's during the SE Systems Senior camegie

championship match at Castle Road,

Picture: Howard Crowdy

Knockout fixtures offer
potential of exatingfare

over the next few days

iy gy
senior champlonship

ower the next few days as
backdeor knockout ties take
place in Castle Road on Satur-
day with the remaining Mil-
ford versus Ballygarvan game

L] A
Wlaberlctihdooier
e first up af the carly
12.3l:lpmlfpﬂjnth slﬁﬁs hnidrl;tl
tougn op-n ro il
iwely but both sets of manage-
ment will fesl that will kawve
brought them on and this
game is a close one to call
Al L s
their opening agains
Killeagh but in the sscond half
the East Cork side pulled
away primarily due to the
freos that Newcosiown gave
away and it's wmathir;f
they'll need to be careful of.
Ciara 0°Sullivan impressed
for the newly promoted senior
shde and when she runs down
the middle she's a danger.
She'll nesd strong SUppoTt
on either side of her. Mowoes.
pown's half forward line didn't
see much action in that second
30 minutes and need to come
searching for the ball if supply
is scarce, | think the scove ling
didna’t do Imokilly justice
against Seandin in that the
putfield battles were tough.
ceandian had & lot of

handie Thst wohit bo &2 big

an issue with Newceostown.
Hoth seem ovenly matched.

Zarsflelds will be itching to
get back out and vindicate
themselves for their 1oss 1o
Glen Rovers. no doubt
try a few positional switches
and maybe even personnel to
et back to winning ways.

They shou ldmaﬂ:;id'iﬁ:
against a young Clon

& who are "i““ﬂfn' but

who will always leave all they
have on the pitch, But it's hard
to imagine the County cham-

trina Mackey again scored all of
Douglas’s I-EEME
o defeat 1o

from frees and it goes without
saying that if she ts beld Ballin-
collig hive a good chance.

Jov Lo = al a masaive
mlie“ front. WESE;
rounded every time :

the ball against the
arrs it Hﬂﬁh&]'umwﬂl.m

A away atall s ;]
E"..Iasmﬁ;. Kavanagh is as com-
petent as ever between the
posts and Ballincollig would
not want o wage appertun-

Linda
Mellerick

Ities balls into her
) Eﬁdmﬂw puck outs
-ME alszo put Douglas on im-
mediate attack. _
Ballincollig toak a heavy de-
feat to Inniscarra and they
fieed todig to capitalize
on the falent that they show
on paper. Four peints from
play at senior level o't good
enotgh and more will be ex-

omn Saturday.
Milford and Ballygarvan
line out on Monday. Elmm
Are nertaﬂ? lhdtl'ﬂiﬂl_!.l::'::
stage as they endeavour iy
start rebuilding after the loss
of the three Watsons and
Elaine O'Riordan. HAMES

Ashling Thom d their
game agnimnmlﬂ glm 3}: could
ha F

Their battle with Ballygar-
van on Monday should be a
tight affair albeit the .
mnmr{mlnwmt [ 1]

ngent o

should count for llntlm]m;
young Bal This
Ballygarvan side however
know hBuw ':Ithin gﬂl& a
minoer B and two
titles to thelr credit. 4

gtrong side and Ballygaryan
ﬁm?upmrhﬂchaw
ihu:t..pumtm al

break. So, this is another

¢ that eould go to the wire.
Fhese games are all knockout
50 fxpect mors intensity &s
sides do their best to stay in
contention. Four ieams gol &
bye to the quarter final.

The following will play on
the weekend of August 22.
Newcestown or Imokilly will

lay Courcey Rovers, Clough-
Eumm%m::
Milford meet Killeagh and the
Glen face Seandin.

G ham pleshig:

Systems Senlos
ﬂmwm Caste Aoad.
12 a0nm: Clou 'h.ﬂlﬂl'l'hl'l‘hml
mm.ﬁﬂuhﬂ*ﬂ"
colia, Caytie Road, 6 30pm.

ONDAT
SE Sysiems Senkor
pdeliornd v Baliygaran. Coade Tpm
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= Mary Mewman
Douglas 3-19
ﬂa“ll‘ltﬂﬂh 1=-12
IT was level ng ot the interval in

this SE Senior championship clash in
Castle Road on Satu wgﬂlm: but

in the end, there was no Do
ﬁ}whn upped the ante m“’!"m'?‘m;'&

For the victors, last year's county
champlons Sars awalt In the next
; for the losers it's the end of the

line after conseciitive defents,

Ballincollig got the perfect start
opening up a seven-point lead befors
Douglas got of the scorohoard. Thres
Denise Crondn Meees, one from Saman-
tha Coomey and a sixth minute Patri-
ﬂ::lf‘ulﬂmw goal gave them a dream
start.

Douglas gradually themselves
into the game, spearheaded by the
hﬂﬁ-mﬂdnshhﬁ twins, the excal-
lemt Katlyn Holland and Julia White
they hit six points without reply as
they took the game to Ba

Twice the sides swapped points as
thie Village held thelr two-point advan-
tage before Niamh O'Brien stretched it
o three. However, a su drive saw
Mairead Mulroney glide past several
defenders and finksh to the net io te it
up at the break 1-8 apiece.

Eatrina Mml::tr.whu coversl every
blade of grass, edged Dou into an
early lead on the resumpiion buk Cro-
nin clipped over two frees to plat Bal-
Hﬂgﬂllmﬂlj:k in front.

o n confidence kept
coming at them and when ﬁnimud
Mulroney's long-range effort dropped
just over the line for a goal nine min-
utes into the kall they took & lead they
ware to hold

Driven on by Mackey who con-
tribated 12 polnts to telr total they it
four without reply, Katlyn Holland
and Joy Leo adding one each as
Mackey fired over two. Buttimer
pointed & Eallincollig free but Douglas
continued to hold the 'Ll:ir&l' hand,

Jess Kavanagh lh]ie;n Bnin&“m_'tllln-_
collip with an excellant save
ani fas were on IME Wﬂ?{ﬂbﬂ
Julin te cleverly handpassed to the

Mewcastown

net.

Cacimhe McCarthy hit a point as
Mackey finished a splendid perform-
ance with three palnts Ina row.

The end of the road for Ballincollig
ns Dotglng advanes to meet Sarsllelds.

Seorers for Domglan: i Mackey 012 107 . M Mul-
MMI?'!'M l-‘l.::il-l!ﬁ'dtl-l.fﬂﬁ-&-lrﬂlr.q!

Badincoige O Crones (-8, 1 Buserer 1-3 01 0. 8
Coomay,, W O Brign 01 gash
DOUGLAS: | Kavanagh: § Slulinney,
C Mmson, P Mackoy. R Shophar b M-
ranay, C Hoonan [ K Holland, K Wackey, & 5
Li=dgar, A Walthy, J Lo, JWhida.
Jo A, Wasal (55, E MoAndime
fod-J Leo (59). K
Tweormazy o J White 93], 3
BALLINCOLLIG: L Doylay C Haaly, 5 07 Leary,
::ﬁéaw;sw.u
Coomey; N OBrien, P

Subs: E Casay for Cah fnf), O McSanfy 105 pagineellig’s Niamh 0'Brien is tackled buugln'nmui&mhlmh-
Busckiy. by Picture: Eddie 'Hare

&=15 i

Imokilly

1-6

O & mu
puff of w
ably adva
championship,

d in Castle Road, B

ing back for

that could prove plvotal such was the

H k
E_E“H:jth their defence doing very

mid-morning last Saturday with not a
pwoelown
noed to round 4 of the SE Systems senjor

1t was fairly evenly matched between the sides bo-

Anife O'Sullivan on 18 minutes
Lﬁﬂdﬁﬂbﬁ“@ them and there was no look-

Mewcestown afier that. .
Ciara O°Sulllvan’s 12th minute penalty was
saved with the seore sitting at 0-3 to 01 1t mn:daﬂ

tagripon
started to geta grip Pl'ﬂI:EHH:{-I
[“-paﬂ-](:nlara_nli with Mirlam Crowley brsy
b e middic of tho park Newcestown began to

see G52 Lndger (50), K

CAMOGIE
B Linda Mellerick

Douglas move on
to clash with Sars

comfort-

drawer giving Imokilly’s

ness of 6

and by the 22nd minate Meweestown led 1-6 fo -1, On
twenty-six minutes Aoife 0'Sullivan had Newees-
town's secomd poal and they too i 2-T to 04 1oad into

the break.

Th“i:ﬁ‘"" from the dynamic Desmond
ERmM® beyomnd the reach of Imokilly by the end of
the third quarter. Her first two were from the top
nél minder no chanco.

The third cime hi ul'l'thahupuﬂhnuﬁﬁahtimr
m delivery by Miriam Crowley fell into Des-

path. Imakilly gave their
sahstitates a Fun as they develop thelr divisional
ghile and Meweestown continued 1o plle the pressure

Cirla D neen was highly competent in dealkn
with any Imokilly attacks while null‘ﬁ Rlﬂhﬂﬁ

ncl.
“&ﬂimﬁnm was & masshve handful Inside

' Hallafan, Meabh O'Donovan, Acife 0'Sulllvan,

put this

ocaton of five

Subst

O'Sullivan's brace sets Newcestown on road to big win

Grace Ryen and Colette Desmond stood strong,
{lul:l: Oive O'Mahony had Newcesiown's
sixth goal on 52 minutes while Imokilly finished with
a surge scoring 1-1, Faye McGrath hitting the net.
Mewcestown now advance to the round 4 where
they'll play Courcey Rovers.

s hbEwcB LW
45, C Desemand 340, O
: F hiedeath 1-0, A Smih 03 00 M Sheshan & Finn, L
apch

O Sulian 21, € O Sulvan 040 10-410-1
¥l G Ryan 01 8

Sarsfields back on track and prepared for Douglas clash

Therese 0'Callaghan
ima-point victory over
Su'.'uiﬁ uy on Saturday at

tle Fowd got champions
g;?;ﬂglrb back on track in

tom= Cotk so
%ﬁ Erhsamphnsh.lp- They fell to
G:len Rovers in Oy 80

was do-or-die for them.
ﬁ::ir 1-15 to 0-9 win pairs

them against Douglas in the
next round.

Mark Mullins, of Ma Plar-
aaigh and Cork horking fame,
has taken over from Emmet
Fennell as manager having
Been invalved with the minors
last year. Fennell guided the
dub&:hll;hgll:;lr first ?ﬂéﬁ;ﬂm—
v il yeirs in d

f!-.-lu]llm has three daaghit-
ors on the starting eam —
Menb, Olare, aml Alne —amd

it was Aine who netted the
only goal of the game. His
other two daughters play

immlerige
He was dnliﬁgted with the
suceess, but safd it was

rd-earned,

“The scoreline probably
fatters us a little bil, Clongh-
div pat i up to us, thoy had
thelr homewark dane but we
pullvd mwny with a couple of

potnis at the equd,

“The girls are very dodi-
mbudnr.&lmmt tor e back
in contentlon, we got a bitofa
wiake-up call from the Glen. It
helped us refocts,

“We'are [ooking forward 1o
the Dougles gange next Satur-
day, they have a few star
playera. Hut it Is véry much
ane grme ata thne for us."

Douglas advanced after
they gol the betior of Ballin-
collig, also a gecond round

chagh, 31090 1-12

A high-scoring encounter
thit ssyw the shiles level at hali-
time, 1-8 apisce. Goals from
Mairead Mulrooney (2) and
Julia White added toa 12-
point haul frem Katrina
Mack

Y,

Im the third gaome of thie day,
last year's Intermedints thtbe-
Tuldors Mrwoes town uﬂ a
i seoreling ngainst Imokilly.
A hat-trick from Coleite Des-

mond and a brace from Aok
O sullivan helped them ron
ol ennvincing winnars o
the east Cork divisional side,
the 615 to 1-6 result sending
il b it et rosianid date with
Courcey Hovers.

The final backiloor match
takes place tonight ot Castle
Koad lnvolving Milford
and Ballygarvan and the vic-
mm will claah with Kili-



Desmond stars
as Sars move on

m

® Linda Mellerick

| Sarsfields 1-15
Cloughduv 0-9

CLOUGHDUY are renowned for their
fighting sprit and fever was it more
evident than when they took on cham-
plons Sarsficlds in the SE Systems sen-
tor championship backdoor round
game in Casile Rosd on Saturday after-
| noon.

A Hollke Herlihy goal nineteen min-
utes in was a keyv moment In the game
as Cloughduv just conldn’t bridge the
four or five-point lexd that Sars en-
joved from there, Enjoyment is poss-
ibly the wrong word as Sars had to
battle hard for every Inch over the
hour with Cloughduv chasing and
hounding every ball and opponent that
Tabe,

With their defence magnificont
Cloughduv seaked up big pressure
where they dispossessed Sars on a
number of occasions. Aoife Murray
was in the right position for the goal
bt her vision was Mocked as Herlihy's
long ball defied the crowded Clough-
duy sgunre,

Maolly Lynch pulled off a brilliant
point blank =ave alter 21 minutes as
Cloughduy tried 1o caneel out the Sar's
goal and the exemplary free taking of
Saoirse Desmond pushed Cloughduy
back time and n. Saoirse finished
the first half with five poinis to her
credit as Sars led 1-7 to 0-4 at the
change of encds,

With teeming rain in the opening
half conditions became slippery and it
affected striking at times but nothing
came in the way of two teams giving it
their all Sars made a number of substi-
tutes and all contributed well. Holly
Herlihy who worked very hard
throughout pointed just after a Sacirse
Desmond free and the gap had ex.
lended to zoven points. But such was
the heart of Cloughduv they came back
Again. Two Liza Lynch frees and a Mai-
read Corkery point gave the West Cork
abde momentum, They then had half a
chance of a goal but the Sars defonce
did well to smother and try as they
might Cloughduv just couldn't get
beyond that four-paint deficit,

With a stronger panel and with
Cloughduv' s legs tiring Sarsfields
started pulling away again. Saoirse

--_J ;

Holly Herlihy, Sarsfields, shoots for goal as Eva Dunne, Cloughduv,

Road on Saturday.

Desmond continued her unerring free
conversion and substitutes Rionna
O'Mahony and Luey Allen struck over
as four further poinis zaw the cham-
pions advance.

It was an honest hard howrs work by
bath sides. Credit Cloughduy For such
i spirited performance and crodit Sar's
for reciprocating the battle. It should
stand to the city side as they face Doug-
bz in the next round.
Scorers for Sarsiieldy: 5§ Detrmonsd 0-10 (08 {01
45), M Higriitry -1, d Blwry, © Mullie, 7 Oiahany,
L Ao 0-1 gach,

Claughdu: L L O 0-5 101 4, C O q
Coekpry. L ﬂurmw:}l'l o ﬁm S
EMFEL“E:IH Lrnun; E 'I'iﬂEﬂ. K Blil.n";- N
0 MeAlge: & Irwin, H Harkky, © um;'s nﬁ:
maond, A MuSies, M Bamy.

Subs: G Cashenan laf M Mulins [24], M McCarry
for A Muling and E Lonargan for B Twamey (45), L
Allpn o G iewrin, A O'Mahony for B Basry {55).

G e S
Butgiriar, G maw.wm. L Lyru'mu
Corkory, G O'Loady, A Twomey
Hihl:ﬂ!dﬂmninHHJﬂhlﬂ-.ﬂﬁmyhlw
R ) Dhonivrs (4T,

[ I R T o T

AN - LJan Hessns

—%

Saoirse Desmond, Sarsfields tussles

tries to block her during

=
| 1
i . i i

Hpﬁiﬂﬂmﬂﬂm

their 5E Systems championship tie at Cast
F‘nlg;ﬁmt ghilz

0'Leary, Cloughduy, d

Pirta

'
irg- I O



& lahn Bohane

ENMISKEAME Camogie Club
mwd :derﬁuh a::gmi-unm-
nitly whan t oElE
Thgslh they bBrated
progiessive camogie ciub
have anjoyed & vy sucopssiul
25 years since they were
foumded in 1995 Thay hawe en-
ieved a lol of success on the
PHch, while behind tho scones
tha club appears i ruda haatih.
Enniskoans Camogia Chub was
farmed by Angela Corcoran,
Tony Coughlan, Catherine Bar-
ron, Joan O'Sullivan, Finbarr
Lyneh and mary otivers.
Club PRO Siobhan O'Driscall
:;-d‘#inm hted with thedr progress

“We hawve been 2o foriunale
that our club-is growing in
numbars avany yaar. Curranthy,
this cluby age groups ang from LS
ug o intermediate level. At the
and of 2018 we had approxi-
rn.ntazg 192 registaned playors
and 33 rogistered Mentoas com-
rithesd membars.”

The Enniskeans intermadsaie
icamogie team anjoyed & very
strong leagua and champion-
jBhip camgsaign last season, Thiry
wene narowdy defented I:\-t;:I gl
naighbours ;

i pnded the seasan in sty
however whan they captured the
 oague title following a oamion-
pbke win against Blackrock, This
weas the frst time the clob won
ary ttle at this grade, They wens
grscad 1o league glory by 8 man-
agement eam comprisad of Ane
Ihwmlmm Diarmot Curtin
and Dby,

The strength of the Ennis-
keans camogie club Is rein-
forced by them antaring two
faams in 1;& wear's adull county

. Tha club is an if-

thee bocal Brallingan

and Ennjskeans comiminity.

Thiey b hern facaive greal sup-

port from the local eommunity.

=i thank seeryone who has

hedped the chub io chabe dnd who
conlinueg o Suppen

camaogie, The club’s sirengl s

tostamaent to the joresight o its
founding mambess,

*Enniskeans C:magl:ﬂﬂaiﬂ
conlivues to axpand. At
lavels from UB to intermediata
ferval, tha interest in Hhe’ garmeé. &
refleciad in the numbars
and tha number of mantars who

L s - ———im i —— i
;T;.Il u: +|='r_-. :'- praapas TR AL

of _lhakcul:ﬂm;'ﬂumppﬂim ra-
cm‘;ﬁu club currently has &
furmbar al pliers rd g
Cork camogie tearms al variols
jovels, Corlk SBNior star ﬂﬁﬁ
in continues o be & gr
%m for Mﬂubmﬂ_ﬂﬂd cluk
irparaan Aicipn A
Ii.:{-IEJ:i-unr the last 25 yaars thers
hayve heen mary great camogs
players in thig club, They in-
(Bpirad S0 many young girls ]
pick up & hurbey and play the
& wilh and ;

B pork sentor camogie siar
Orla Cronin is a greal cole

Sha has won four sanior Akl
o i Ia':II: ing =n Cark

r
s ﬂuh{! rﬂ-nrﬂli'll-l'ﬂ

' We
froem 14 to seniof lawal. !
mn-vr'mrmfd with great

i

Ballygarvan 3-5
Milford 0-3

Ballygarvan may hiave had five points
to spare at the finish in this SE Sys-
tems senior chmﬂjtumm clash In
Castle Foad but Mi T thelr
wides taily of nine over an hour whene
Ballygarvan were a lot more economi-
al hitting no wide in a game thal was
there for the taking to the finish.

Al times it was sloppy, the stop start

pature of "“‘““ﬂﬂ# never illowed
the game to flow o
numerous occasions miner in-

juﬂmwhﬂaturtdednhntﬂhmrelhu
water breaks on the 20th minute of
Both hnlf and none on the quarter was

mws.rmmmn gather the sothar ahead of Milford's Aisling Thompson and Dlive Lenihan during the SE Systems Senlor

O'Regan was fouled en route to goal
arvd with Rebecca Finn and Thompson
finding the eange, they were well in the
[=afql{C0

Lanra Stack and Catriona Kelly
svmpped early second hall points but a
detéarmined Milford hit the next two
from Finn and Thompson to cut tha
lead 10 4 t as we enterad the final
quarier. Battling furtously for every
ball and applying huge presanre, Mil-
fard won two frees but twice the
wasted their chance of drawing leve
with erratic shooting.

Ballygarvan were granted a life line
when Tara Crow ished to the nat
after Catriona Helly had deliversd a
hnsgballm the inside line.

cirse Me Carthy pointed to bring

Camogie Champlonship match in Casth
Picture: Howard Crowd

Milford rue wides
in championship

CAMOGIE |

B Mary Newman

nlso xirange. -
bl O'Rejan first hall goals
on eight and 19 minutes as she col-
g L(:;ltr‘lnm ]E:ullllly :l;]i\'eri’g
ygarvan hold & 3-2 to
me advantage. O bl
contriboted theds s
Milford, with Afsling Thompson,
Sarah Sexton pnd Sarah Shechan
prominent, fough
they showsd huge determination as
they withstood & lot of Ballygarvan
ressure including a pena
ampEan from

it back 1o thres points but Anlshing
stronger Ballvgarvan added two to e
dure their mﬁuﬂ a meeting next
weekend with Kilkeagh.
Seareds for Balygansan 1 1 0Aegan 2.3, T Ceoadery
10, ol =211
Milfesd: A Thompsen 0-4 ({015, R Fnon f-3{ra] L
Saach | G ble Sty -1 sash.

LYGARVAN: 5 Ahom; LT . B Wynna. L

AL
Mhipphy: G O Leary, E Ofagan, 5 J Bay; M Buck-
oy, Ml Kalotwr; G OFSulliean. tﬂﬂﬁﬁmﬂw. H

Liscws, |0 Pigan, A Firrosgan.

Suba: A Crowdsy ler W {REL M O Diessaan
Igﬂh‘l Efehor [4%), B Quitigan i A Finnagan
MILFOAD:E e K Gaber, A Gk
win: § S@aton, T Q JHOCoe-
rior, & Thempsen; E UriGorman, R Finn, 5 Shoshar
I Firgihben, L Sk, & bharshy,

Subc ¥ Stack for K Gakin (i 275

Ried: Jotn Flaigie (Ghsann i Lesd)



Ballygarvan's Michagla Buckley and Milford's Nicole 0Connor,

Féile champions Eire Og

show they

areaforce

to be reckoned with

I'T'S greal to see the U4 and
UG champlonships get under-
way over the last bawo weeks as
yvounger players Onelly gol to
taate some compotitive action.

A lotof clubs over the Last
few werks to pet players back
into training and plised @ lod
af practice matches as they did
nat have leagee competitions
this year dus (o the on-going
siipntion with Covid 19,

Credit to all clubs who
worked so hard (o pet thelr
championship games played
an time and in particular
those who would have under
16 players alsd invalved with
their minor or adolt teams, i
means A lot of games each
night but after having no
games for 8o ||:||‘|'|.; it iz & wel-
Cofm e rEtirm.

The 14 champlonships got
up and running on Augist 9
anel with the board ensuring it
will be every seconid week for
14 or Ui mentors are able fo
manage their scheduloe whilst
we still have some evenlng
Light to play games.

In the Uld premier Douglas
hail a win over a strong Innise-
arra side 5-11 (o 2-10 te score
line here,

Douglas who won the Sean-
dun Ul3 championship last
sepson will be pleased with
thiat resall az Ihqr_l,-' headd bk
rownd twe, Sacsliclds were too
sirong for Dallinora, Eire Op
Inst season’s Felle champlons
showed they are a force to be
reckoned with again as they
overcame Clonghdoy and
Newcestown acconnted for
Clonakilie,

I the Uld A champlonship
Valley Rovers travelled to
Tracton amd came ooy with o
win, sarsfields second team
had a win over Aghada, the
combination of Milford / Bal-
Ivhen had two moech strengtiy
for Millstreet. Ennisheane de-
feated Ballygarvan, Courcey
Rovers got the uppor hand on
Kilbritiain ¢ Timoleague, St
Finbarts and Ballincollig
plaved ot n thrilling contest
whae the Barrs edged it with
# paint to spare.

Glen Bovers travelled to
Blackrock .'Llhl:l. Came away
with a win, Fr 0'Neills who
are joined by Youghal at under
14 level had an 812 10 5-3 win
over hMidieton,

Cobh had a three polnis win
4=2 to 18 over Erins Own when
they met in Cobh, Mewtown-
shancdrom travelled 1o Ban-
teer and came away with a
win.

Two goals separated St Ca-
therine’s and Dungourney ns
Catherine's ran out 7.7 to 5.7

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

winners, Castlelyons defeated
Bride Rovers 4-7 to 2-1,
Hishopstown ran out 51 10 2-]
winners when they hosted BMa
Piarsaigh,

In U4 € champlonship vic-
tories for Kilworth aver St
Vincent's, 5t Colm's dofeated
Kinsake and Bandon overcame
Brian [illons,

Uis CHAMPIONSHIPS We
had some wonderful games in
the epening rounds of the
Under 16 champlonships with
four grade of competition
Trom premier to underls C.

A cloge contest in Clonakil-
1y @5 five hosts hiad (o give way
to strong Aghabullogue who
ran out winners with four
points (o spare 2-8 to 1-7, In-
niscarra headed o Kilbree
where they recorded a 3-11 to
2.7 win.

In the U168 A champlonship
Mowcestown had a win over
Hilbrittain ¢ Timoleague,
Midleton had four polnt to
spare over Sarsfichis 0-6 to 0-2,
Valley Rovers got the upper
hand on Conrcey Rowvers in
Ballinaspittle. Rockban de-
feated Erin's Own, Tracton
were too strong for Sliabh
Rua, Glen REovers overcame
Blackrock 21240 1-7.

In Ulé B and there were
wins for Bottevant over Mew.
towmshandrum, Blarney de-
feated Douglas 2, Aghabul-
logue 2 and Brian Dillon®s
encled up level 1411 to 42 after
and entertaining contest,
Barrvroe hit ten points as they
ran out winners by three over
Enniskeane who were on tar-
get with 1-4. 5t. Catherine’
hiosted Castlelyons angd had a
4-0 o 1-10 win,

In the U6 G uhummnshi.p
there were victories Ban-
don over 5t Vinoent s and Fer-
may over Watergrashill,

In the week abead its back
to U4 championship as clubs
head into round two and we
will hawve all the updabes nexi
week.

INTERMEDIATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP There was one
game in the 8. E. Sysiems In-
termediate champlons and
here Ballvhea had o 28 to 1-6
win over Watergrashill to
book thelr place in the quarter
finals againgt Brian Dillon's
which goes ahead on Auguist
S0th as doe the other quarter
finals Fr O'Metlls versus Kil-
britiain, Ennlskeane versus
Blackrock and Carrigaline
virrsus Aghabalboguc,

Linda
Mellerick

AT the time of writing it was 24 hours
since the Government re-introduced
tighter restrictions on sperting and other
activities, The Cork bourd receive
ed the below email from the camogie as-
sociation the following morning.

"Following last night's government an-
nouncement, the GAA is seoking clarifica-
tion on a number of izsues relating o the
organization of Gaelic Games (including
camogie and ladies football) and activities
{26 counties

15 !

Az soon as we gel clarity on these issues
o will update our uniis,

In the meantime, 8% games must now be
plaved “behind closed deors", no more
than 40 persans per team shonld be allow-
ed access (o games for the moment. This
figure should include all players, manage-
ment, coaches, ancillary backroom per-
m%uiﬂd fim mnd:usl. % '

& Hi-team personme per toam
in addition to essential match-day person-
ned such as match officlals (referees, li-
nesman, wmpines), media and ovent offi
clals (stewards efch

While we awalt feriher clarification on
the issue of parents attending jl.l-'r'ﬂ'ﬂl'.lc
games, we suggest that ane parent or
guardian may atbend a game where &
congider it necessary for the welfare of
thair own child.

Cul Camps and team iraining should
continue for the moment on the basis of no
more than 15 people (including coaches)
in a designated area of the feld.

Ag ever, the association asks units and
mEmbers “io their utmost to protect pub-
lic health and we are very grateful for all
of your efforts in this g

There waz a lot of angry soclal media
reaction to the Government™s announoe-
ment, GAA members a large part of that.
It's a different feel this time around, isn't
inr

Blame
It doesn't Deel ke we are all in this to.

lame being thrown around. In March we
were all nalve in & sense as 1o what faced
the country, It was an unusual and fec-
nating time with all of us ghoed to S5ix One
on a daily basis for updates and health
briefings. We felt we'd do our part for a
few weelks, Things were going fo ba ok.

The weather was particularly nice and
we were all looking out for each other.
There's a different feel this time around,
People are anneyed, but underneath that
people are scared and tired. Heavily in-
volved in GAA all my Lfe, T =il didn’t
fiilly appreciate until now how importint
sport 5 in some people’s lives. For many,
the GAA and'a pint or'a pot of tea in the
bocal pub iz (e pivotal part of thelr day,

Wikhvouid 18 they are lost, Thay'd get days
ok of discussing their local club®s recont
game and the plight of the inter-county
teams. Then the focus would move (o the
next game and the opposithon. [t's as im-
portant to a local commemnity as the post
office used to be. How much more iso-
Inthon can thesa people take?

We're cloge (o auiumn months, Septem-
ber (o November. Owur weather has been
poor of late and the nights are geiting
darker eardler. 1t's goine (o be mons diffi-
cult this time aronnd. The chances of an
intfer-county GAA 2eazon seems less
likely than it did twoe moenths ago,

Right, =0 that's the negative thoughts

cther like in March, There's a lot of I

Our alert levels
must rise again

Jouglas' Joy Leo shoots for goal from Ballincollig’s Leanne Doyle and Sarah the
Douglas' Joy goal ,E&Hl Doyle Leary during

[ - E

Olivia McAllen, Sarsfields, tackles, Aoife Barry Murphy, Cloughtiuy during the Cork Camogie Sen-

ior Club Champlonship at Castle Road.

out of the way. What can we do to Lift our
hopes and spirits?

ere ig Tittle point fo the Blame game.
Thankfully we are shortly coming out of
our holiday season and unnecessary visi-
tors to Ireland should decrease — that's a
positive, Our schools are going back and 1
believe it is eritical that they return other-
wisa the gap between the privileged and
not s0 will widen. From an educational
and social aspect children and young
teenagers need scheol. We all need to edu-
cate the young regarding Covid responsi:
bility and do it in the most positive and
upliftin g.:ayweean We need to and
Hghten the mood in schools when children
and tecnagers folurn and we can play onr
part outside the school grounds. There
will be some that will buck the trend and
teachers will have a difficult time getting
the balance right in turning a blind eyve
and enforcing masks,

It can't be o daily distraction. We need
b Uy and unite each other again in the
gedl 1o minimise the spread of this vires.
Improved and more regilar commuoni-

Road. Picture; bddie O'Hare

Ficture; Jim Coughian

catlon 15 key, 1t's too guiet on the leader-
ship front in that regard. Small local wins
should be prom
I think our councils and
such as the Cork Chamber of Commmercs
can play a big part here. 3

They're too quiet. When the Oliver
Plunkett Street eating took off there was
real feelgood factor to it. It gave people &
lift. Of course, other businesses ane sulffer-
ing I?-L*E““Eéi‘.ll know pﬂ:}]ﬂ: :lEE Iying
awake at nighi worrying abou nsiness
and financial issues in general. Trained
professionals need to be more out thore
advertising frée consultations and sol-
utions.

Sotmetimes people just need to know
that they’ll get through something, that
there’s light at the end of the tunnel no
matter how distant that Hght may be.

We've got to encourage positivity and
that in turn will encourage good behav-
four and responsi ,

Gt garda votted and do what Yoo can
via Alone to call to someone that needs
some company. Even a phone call helps.



Desmond’
debut was

worth the
long wait

BY RIERAN McCARTHY

COLETTE Desmond had to
walt & littke longer than her
team-mates [or her county sen
ior chamipionship debur, but it
was worth it

Last Saturday at Casthe Boad,
the Meweestown full forward
racked up 3-6 as they recorded
the club's first-over victory at
this level = and also got their
campalzn back on track follow
g & Round 1 loss a few weeks
enrlier 1o Killeazh.

Lessons were learmed {rom
that opening defeat and Imokil
|2 weneal the recenang end of a
6-15 to 1-6 scorcline. Dhesmeomd
Was rampant, as was the entine
MNewcestomwm [Em.

The only time | ean remem-
beer sooring something hie this
is when | 2cored 2-4 (or Car-
bery In a senior championship
game. | eoubdn't believe it when
the Foals were SOkng In against
Imokilly but the amount of ball

and the quakity af ball D'was get-
ting was exceptional,” Desmond
noted

Injured, shie sat out the 1-23
ta 1-5 loss to Killeagh a few
weeks earlier. That was a bap
tism of fire for Newcestown in
their first same in the senior
grade, The teams were kevel at
the break before Killeagh vook
aver. Desmond admits il was a
gh watch but they took on
baard learnings from the de-
femt and pat them into practice
aeninst Imokilly.

‘Evervone was disappointed
after the Killeagh game, par-
ticularly because we were level
at half time. We went back o
training and our trainers told
us that we need o improve the
rrling. maintain
e u.|'||J JuIEL di
the simple things right. We had
twin weeks to work od Chat in
ir ||r|i:|_: I W worked hard

Ao
Agninst i

speed of ouc §

i;ulh:\-\.l_"\-i'\-;'.l 1M be

kel wie grave 38 oLt
a1 and it worked for us. Kil-
was & bad day but agninst

Irreokilly it was muoch betier,

ety said
vard is.a Round 4
b with Courcey Bover= tias
SnGay @yvesiang ar L 1
[(G.30pm throw-in ¥
wiEpE e fipalist
:
Lo i [ | o I

I didn't play lastyear
and only came back in
July, and when | went

up to training and there
were 29 there, | couldn't
believe it. There was
minor training going on
too, with another 20

girks.

ate champions last season, will
have 1o raise their game agan
Desmond knows thiz bat its for
big days Bke mex Sunday that
she has waited [or.

When Neweestown beal Ein-
niskeane in the county inter-
mediate final last October, she
stood on the sideline. She was
pregnant with her first child,
Rian, who announced his ar
rival the mext month, so there
wiere miore celebradions for her:
self and her huthand, Fintan
O Toole. Still, inthe back of her
mind, she wanted 1o get back
on the pitch with Newcestown
this year and play in the senior
cluampionship.

‘I misgad our on last year, |
kooked on with envy at Castle
Road asthe gicls celebrated the
county final win, me with my
baby bump, | wouwld have loved
tos e b piart of that win be-
cause they were buzzing after
i Rian arrived in November 30

we lad cur own celebrations,

ghe i,

‘It was always in the back of
my head 1o try and get back
this summer, even o be part
of the snior panel. I'm 35, |
have played camogie for a long
e with Moweestown, we have
endared a bot of losses, we built
up the clob from junior 50 to get
tunity to play senios
s |

back carlicr but then leckdown
came 5o | digln e get back onto
thie plrch until Jaly whet

arictions woere lilged, 1 went

back oo hard then, did too
v in the first week and

o 'I:|'h'\-\.:'--' i.l::.:'
W il knee injuries
Unforiunately, | dida't play
s :h-'l_"l:;h--\.il- Iy i il
wrneiineE Desmaomd lawd

ABOVE: Colette Desmond wars on Barget wit

Experienced Newcestown forward announced her arrival to the senior championship in style

on his rmom at Castle Road last Saturday.

wail that licile bit longer for
her first taste of senfor action,
and he aspounced ber armival
in fAyle agamst | makilly, Mow
cestown gave the performance
they worked for and it's given
them a bBounce i tHelr step
thiz week at traming and also
imjected some optimism ahead
the clash with Courceys.

W woen the breaks and the
dlerty ball that wasn't happening
against Killeagh Orla Dineén’s
puck-outs were outstand
ing. they were Dnding on pur
half-forward line and this time
Wi Wene winning them wheneas
apiinst Killeaghwe were losing
the ball there and couldn't BT
10 Uhe full-fomeand lime, ex-
hained Desmond, who knows
Courceysant a vem be be reck-
ored wilh

They are an experienced
cide with so many excellent
players. They a IVINE 50
ior a lot than us and
they are; hat is im the
conversation vau talk
abour possible wA
WAINE DD Wi L€

ol

“We have nothing to lose, it
will b a tough encounier bt
we are going to enjoy it. This is
a first for us. Being from Mew
cestown we will always wear
the red and yellow jersey with
pride, whatever the cutcome
we will be prood of how far the
shub has come i it Lirst Seasod
in the senior ranks,

The Mewcestown camogie
story is a great one, a clob
that's bartled from junior
up 1o senkor, anmd its also a
club that's on the front foot
and going places. Numbers
are strong at all grades and
they've players on Cork pancls
from underage to Senmr — thi=
club has taken huge sirides in
recent times

When 1 was UlG of minor,
1 think 1 was the only girl in
my cliss playing camaogie 50
the dub and the coaches de
serve huge cradit for the work
they've pur in over the years,
Now there iga huge amount of
girls rraining, Dezmand sadd.

1 didm't play last year and
only came back in July, and

Herwoeshown picoed up Thelr Tirs =eweT Dounty Seror Camee

CrNTIERSEEER Wi

-5 i Castie Road. The Ca

nsorms flyle las Satunday = they beat Imoklly by

y weosnen led 2-T to O—4 ot hall

STk o POl B3 Wi That sends tkem Intetholast sight and aclash
writh Courcey Rovers this Sonday.

Coletbe Desmond] deomsd 3-6, Aok (S Wt 2=, Lork semeol
Clara OSullivanadded si peints {five fr

OrbAshesmy helped heriell 16 1=1 2nd b

At e e e Wik

 3-6 against Imokilly last weekend. INSET: Colette's biggest fan, Rian, cheered

when | went up o training
and there were 29 there, |
couldn’t belleve it. There was
minor raming fsing on (oo,
with another 20 girls. k was
great o see. Neweestown will
go from strength to strength,
the conveyor belr ks working,
the underage talent 15 coming
through and the clok will stay
in the senior manks.

Senior camogie

The supporters at Cas-
tle Road on Sarurday kast
were served up a good game
of quick, [ast camogie by
Cloaughduy and Courcey Row-
ers. Plaved on a great sunmy
aftermocn, both teams start-
ed the game with some good
geared: Cork and Courcey
Revers' Linda Collins gave
i pass to Jacinta Crowley to
score a peach of a polnt.

Jacinta soon followed with
another pointed free alter an
equaliser from {'I:||||;_||-:I||'.'.
This half was an éven game
apart from anathér great pass
o team mate and Cork Semior
Sasdrse Me Carthy's by Lin
da thar went siraight to the
fet. Courcey Rowers at this
stage were a Hitle stronger
but Cloughduy did nor give
anything &asy,

Saoirse finished thas half
for Courcey Rovers with a
great point by overcoming
some wugh challenges en-
route from the Clowghduy
back ine. In thi last fow min-
utes of this half, Clonghduy
breally looked 1o be gerting
Jaser to Councey Rovers, The
alf time soore was 1-8 1o (-6
Following the small wiis-
be, Lindn hit o ‘ragper’ of a
1o into Aoile Murmay, the
ormer Cork goalie, who
isplayed why she has held
her place with Cork for so
long. With Courcey Rovers
gradually putting over ‘the
Peainis, IZ'I-:|':|:.'_|!||J'||'..' HEVET Fe-
alky Iooked to be a huge threar
toCionroey Hox q.'l'h:l]l.‘l.l'rfl'l.lll'l
betng quite physical in their
challenges.

Ealig

Her advice for her team-
mates ahead of Sunday’s match
i# 1o cherish this moment
They've worked extremely hard
to get 1o this podnt. For somé
the wait has been longer than
others but they're at the top
table now and determined fo
keep pushing forward — and
Desmond will lead the charge
in amtack

Threc points in the secongd
half for Cloeghduwy was well
below par to give Courcey
Rovers any real challenge,
with Courceys pulling well
away in the end via some
great passes in the forward
T,

Fiona Keating playing well
an bop ol her game scored
three points in a row which
meeant thie gamse wis then ot
of Cloughduv's reach at this
late stage.

Anather great run from
Linda amd great ron from
Fiona resulted in Fiona scor-
ing two more goals ar this
stage, Ellen Maguire came
on a5 a sub in the second half
and contributed a well-taken
paoint near the end.

Suill, Cloughduv chal-
lenged well and the Caireey
Rowers backline held firm in
defence. The final scare was
Courcey Rowers 3:15 Clough
Dy -5

The linsout and panef in-
cludied Sinead O'Reilly, Emily
O'Regan, Karyn Keohane
{captain), Grainne Handwmn,
Ciara Hayes, Ashling Molo-
ney, Edel Malaney, Jacinta
Crowley, Elaine O Reilly,
Eimear O'Reilly, Fionn Keat-
ing, Lorraine Colling, Linda
Collins, Christime O°Neill,
Saoirse McCarthy, Deirdre
'Rl Ola Twomey, Annn
Hanndn., Isabelle Lardan,
Grace O'Reilly, Anne Maric
Callins, Roinin Nolan, Kaisin

saltagher, Alanna Corcornn,
Lara Helbrow, Lucy Crowley,
Ava O'Donovan, Caitriona O
Reflly, Ellen Maguire and
Cammlee Hinamon.






