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SONEMORE STEP

West Cork's Rebels ready for

Read pages 4-5 ol

atariard’s Miamh Rockedl pictured at OBron Hurbeys in
Thurles diFineg an All=lraland senlar canole
- hampeonsisp krockout Sisges modia day back imaaid.
Cipy Sunday sha'll ba hoping to help Waterford to a Tirs
pyvar Ai-kraland soniar camoghe tile ard get her hands on
thnt boautiful (' Duffy) cup en the baneh. Fhotos ik

Flying the West Cork flag.on
the Cork senkdr Camaogie

pamned are Orla Cronn
[Enniskeans], Ciarn O"Sulvan
(Newrestoam), Sacirse
McCarthy (Courcey Rovers),
Fora Keating (Courcey Rovers)
and Kate Wall (Kilbrittain)




CORK will be hnplng to put the
disappointment of successive All-
Ireland Senicr Camogie final de-
feats behind them when they face
Waterford in Sunday’s Croke Park
decider.

Cork gnal’mﬂpur Amy Les believes
the Rebels are in m—m“ they
Ft‘grﬂi‘ﬁtﬁﬁwth&

thind we're preporing well and we're

il happy ak the momentand it's st about
s v g h':hmimdmnd.E
"WB always have great battles
inst Waterford, [ I think they
wara come with massive intensity.
Even last vear's semd-final, they pat it
urp o us for pretty much all af the time,

“1 think just going out now, we just
need fo keep our beads down, we know
they're the next step to winmning an All-
Iréland, o0 we'll have to go ont like
nhmm for all the other games
and try and get over the lne,™

*I'I:.ll!ilr:tﬂmtﬂcrrt harve falledd (o win

Wﬂh |ust four Hays ti} gn until theAII reland Senmr

Camogie Championshi
Lee talks to JACK Me

final, Cork goalkeeper Amy
Y about the big occasion

and discusses how her and the rest of the squad

are feeling.

in two suecessive All-Ireland finals,
loging to Kilkenny last year and Gal-

youn would
:Iléa'fd:llrwsnmething on the ar]s

“[don't think so; obvlously it's
dizappointing losing two All-Irelan
in a row, even losing semi-finals,
fuarter-finals, but avery year is o now
.yaa.rk :ﬂrnu Wﬂ'l.:r it .aml'{i:;t?n? 1

ke it game by game ¥ day,
trnining sessio {n' trakning sesaion,

“Wou can't be dwelling :H: what hap-
pened tast year, vou can't be dwelling
on any other year, it's just this vear

now, this set of playvers, and this man-
apement.”
FMaying in an All-freland final is a
pﬂvﬂnﬁ mn.tklglw will ever m:erﬁ;n:- bt
arsalgh goa got o
e that once more, wllhtnr hope of av.
enging last rtﬁrsd:mmnhll:mm
Just how much does it mean to

Amy?

“frl‘;:ult, [ get great enjoyment oot of
camogie, [ really dio. 118 just 50 nlee to
play. It’s =0 nice to at uirslun;-] HT:
well with these pushin%
vaour all the time: mﬂwmh’n
love petting an old roar l!‘t!'l.t:r think

sl
=
I'm not doing my job properiy,
“lowe it, they st push mie bo bs way
botter and even the standard of conch-
g we pot.

“Look, 1o be foir, we do get a Lol In
Cork, in terms of physios now, we've
got some of the best hurling mnn:he-.;
I've one of the best goalkeeping
cofichies aroanad, Lean't faali 1t, so 1 just
I just lowve bt really,

“I think the game has definitely
progressed. [ think [with] the rule
changes and sl that canse o conpho
of years ago, the game has definitely

“The referees are progressing as
well, especially ot inter-county level, |
think there's much more physicality,
andl less stop-siart.

“It's really coming on to be fair: in
Cork, we're very lucky.

"We've a great sponsor bn Keary's
fop the st two years, we pet food aftor
training.

“"Wi've all the basies, the piich was
jwlmmﬂmﬂeﬂmﬁ.mmm:

ml;ﬁla}n W get the majority of
far anyway.”

O’Connor hopes Cork can use past failureas steppmg stone

Cork. Vincen crowvd as well. She camrics such a pres-  alifetine, especially for the playerswho
HI—RLI-EEUU-'I" T duhﬁﬁimhrmﬂu?thE l'-rllﬂﬁm h‘].?tiw -:}m::d I.'lethtﬂl nr:llhc rln!Hl::rn [!Jr-!ji:lll'lll"-
pre-match in the Win: t year, Thampson was i “It's very disappointing to lose an
ﬁ;ﬁ: fﬁﬂumm: mﬂ ﬁrﬂmﬂmﬁﬁgﬁm playin the semidinal fallowinganappeal  Allireland Ginal. You comanit your whaole
bezian o soar. As Amy O'Connor coungs  Championship final in Croke Park (5.0) which sawa two-manch banoverumed. i to something. |know people will talk
dovwn the secomds o throv-in. Slve atnended the Adl-Ereland fincd Me This scason, she has beenbatding to about frienddships and all the rest of it
She can'twail to run down the tunnel.  dia Dayat Croke Park. High in Suite 654 recover from an ACLinjury. "She hasre:  That's so true. But the thing you crane the:
And the never-ending privilegeof feel-  ofthe Hogan Stand, she took a monsent acted like a professional in dealing with  most at the starLof the year Is the thing
ing th: Cork jersey on her eck. b Josoke dowwn ait tlse playing anea herinjury. She is phenomenal Sheisso  you're going to gowithout for navbe an-
1 bove plaving cameygle love plaving~ “We hawe as tougch a campaign as you regimented in hier recovery. other year, or a couple of years:
for Cork. 105 such an honour. L enjoy . couldimagine 1o get here. We hive pliyed “She's flying in training. She laks For the county players it’s a case of
so much’ savs the Senior Project Man-  astyear's All-treland champéonsand the great. She books sharp, She really went  banishing that disappointmentand K-
Ager a saftware Workvive,  previous year's All-freland 2 about it the right way. ing themselves to go again when they
*People talk about the level of com- m\ﬁmger. A Cork would love to welcome the  retorn to the bread and butter of the k-
mitment, but I'd genuinely want 1o go f Cork's Amy O'Conner ODulfy Cupback 1o Leeside for the 2h - cal scens. e
ermining five or g nights of e wedk To "'ﬁ&iu{nrdmlm beam. I thme. They havewon the tropbymore than - “That canbe hard” ads sty ruwar,
et up with who shareacom-  going tobe avery difficult game forus.  Croke Park. Ashling Thompson came. @y other county. But they lost the last - “And umil yoware in the hubible trying
man goal, As long as | am afforded the  We know a lot about them, They know — off the bench and ¢ thetraffic,  bwo fimals, To Galway by three polntsin  tawin the Albrckind you dont really ap-
wu for Cork, Tl grabit o lot about us” "lu'-'hmmhm:m-:m the lineand  2021and 1o Kilkenmy, by peint. bt year.  preciate the bevel of commitmen that's
both hands st genuinelyloveit”  Waterford had Cork in deep trouble op.itssucha “We are very, very hungry, s been  imvodved. And then, at the end of itall, 16
She is from Knocknaheencylnnonh — in last year's All-reland semi-final in mmwmwmmmm 3018 since we Erstwon i That scems ke have nothingg o shin for 1



Waterford Senior Camogie Squad profiles - MEET THE PLAYERS

Mame

Clcoupation:
Teacher at Presentation

Secondairy School

What you don’t" know about
prag o Chairky tmg abourt me:
Has a black ekt in Barate

Oeoupabion:
Primary School Teacher at
Mount Sion

OB Wit youdon't know about
AL B _me / Quirky thing about me:
: Went virad in 2022 for her skl
| im picking up the sliotar with
a braken hurley in the All-
Irelang Quarter-Final.




Waterford Senior Camogie Squad profiles - MEET THE PLAYERS
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Rioksin Kirvan 3 Kate Lynch
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RARTSEST 13
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oB  What you dont know about me



ALL-IRELAND U-16 A GA.HDGIE FINAL

B Kane's charges push hot favourites Cork all the

EANMA O'REILLY
AT NOWLAMN PARK

THE Galway under 16 camogie
ream almost defied the odds
when suffering a one point de-
feat inn the Alk-treland A Final at
powlan Park on Saturday. A
very brave effort from Johnny
Kanes charges just came up
short as hot favourites Cork
claimed their fourth consecu-
tive All-freland title at this
grade,

Entering this gami a5 heavy
underdogs, following a defeat
1o Cork earlier in the champi-
oaiship, the Galway girls gave an
excellent performance for three
guarters of this final. Galway
matched the Rebels throughout
the pitch and were the domi-
nant side during the first half.

A lose opsening quarter saw
Cork launch the seoring with a
point from Rachel Murply. Gal-
waay replied rwo minutes later,
with a good seore from Emily
Lavless, after some fine work
from midfelder Leah Behan.

Cork’s Latra Walsh put Cork
back in front before Golway
raised their game and tallied
four poinis in a row. Cara
O Brien seqpt over two [rees amd
a Y5, before Kntbe Lawless
pointed from the left wing, with
Behan invobosd again i the
leadd up.

Rachel Murphy reduced the
margin  with an  impressive
score from the bef wing. Shostly
after. Galway ‘keeper Leah
Horan was called inie action,
mixking a gossd gave from Cork’s
Maebh O°Brien. Five niinsnes
later, Galway went thres points
aleead ogain, when OCBrien
fired over after a great delivery
from Rebecca Gardiner,

The fimal soore of the hall
came from Cork Catherine
Muarphy, beaving Kanes sde
alvead an the interval by 0-6 to
04, Gabway were fll value for
thieir Jead, with Behan and Kerri
' Drizcoll paricularly impres:
sive in the middle third, Gal-
way’s half back amd halfl for-
ward lines were also on top
during the first half, while
Ermima Barrett was effective
drogping back as a third mid-
Aebider.

A hard foughn third quanier
&xw few scoring chamees for el
ther side, but Galway recelveda
hige lift in the 40th minute
when  Emily  Lawless  was

awarded a penalty. Kerri
orDriscoll plaved an excellent
ball into Lawhess, whose run
toak her inside the Cork de
fence, before being brought
dhowen in the square.

Certre forward Katie Lawless
blasted asuperh low shot Lo the
net past Cork “keeper Emma
Honohan, Galway swere in a
very strong position at this junc:
fre, I:.ax.lmﬂb_‘r‘{hﬂ;ﬂypuinumﬂ
dominating the However,
it was the young Rebels who
wok the initiative when the
game threatened 1o drift away
firoiem theen.

Cork lifted their game sub-
stantially and scored the next
seven points. Rachel Murphy
hit three poinis in a row, in-
cluding two tremendous scores
from play. Laura Waksh then
ook a good point over her
shoulder, before a score from
Clara Murphy levelled the con-
test i thi S3rd minute,

The momentum had umed
in favour of the Leesiders at this
stage, and they were now on
top throughowt the pitch. Aoife
Cottrell and Ava McAuliffe were
prominent in midfield, while
Gahway jist couldn't get a han-
die on Rachel Murply.

Some pressure from the Cork
forwards bed to two fouls which
were converted by Murphy, as
Cork edged two points ahead
entering injury time, Galway
badly nesded a oore and somie
good work from Behan set up
Emilly Lawless, who was fowled
Just outside the Cork squane,

A ONE POINT LOSS IS
ALWAYS VERY HARD TO
TAKE, BUT THESE GIRLS
HAVE A GREAT FUTURE
AHEAD OF THEM

katle Lawless sent over the
free po set wpa nakl bidng finksh.
Gabway applied the pressure in
the dying minutes inanattempt
o engineer an edqualiser, but
Cork defended  resolutely o
keep the westerners at bay.

The Lecsiders held on o
claim their I7th  All-Iredasd
umvder 16 A tithe. It was o very
tough defeat for a gallant Gal-
way side, who certainly made
light of the undendogs tag,
shawing just as miach quality as
thefr opponents on the day.

eroic Galway glrls almost
cause big upset in decider

BWMMMMMMWWWWMM&MM&EAM

 way in All-Ireland U-16 A Final

Final at Nowlan Park, PHOTOS: INPHOMKEN SUTTON

Galway had particularly lm-
pressive displays from Leah
Horan, Amy Morgan, Rebecca
Gardiner, Leah Behan, Kerri
O'Drigcoll, Batle Lawless, Cara
O'Brien, Emma Barrett, and
Emlly Lawless,

Team manager Johnny Kane
was very disappointed after the
defeat but expressed enormous
pride in the application and ef-
forts of his players.

“The girls gave it cvervthing
out there today. We came into
the game against a team that
had beaten us by 12 polnts e
lfer this year. We really nullified
Cork for bong stages, and 1
thought the girls were oul-
standing in the frst half espe-
chally, Wi were a bit unlucky; a
few things went against us in
thie secomd half, and it just was-
w't our day.”

*1 suppose, when they [Cork]
got theat run of scores on us [in
the second half ], we probably
struggied a bit. You couldn’t ask
for anymore from the girs
theoirh, . theey left everythiing
thiey had oait on the pitch. A one
point boss is abways very hard (o
take, bt thise girls have a great
future ahead of them.™

“I've no doubt we'll see them
representing Galway again in
thie futare. They're a faniastic
bunch, and we've had great
suppert from their parents and
families all year as well. There's
huge talent in this group and

Galway's Clodagh Burke broaking away from Cork's Ava McAulitfe at Nowlan Park

they are the future of Galway 45y E Lowless [0-0, b B Cosgross,  Cotirell B Murphy (0-7, 0-2 Sees, 01

" e pofclinded., E. Basgit. Subs: E Ryan for N 35, B ORSulen, Kurply
SRt e Licrsaigh @10, K. Flabarty for OfBirien  (0-8% M. OfBrion, A Mulkerring, L.
Hm:LHum:th.mm {511 . Puarioy for Blarmlt (551 A& ‘Wiakih $0-2% Sauba Clam, Murpsy for
Wb Lionsalgh: £ Dison, . Kilusnryy,  Moemissey for Rodgers (80, OSulhan il T, Goulding for
F Garehnon L Behan, K ODriscol M. Gorkc E Honohan: & Curmingham, A Cathring Murphy (391, J Muphy for
Rodgers, K Lawiess (12, 1-0 pon 01 Cagney, G Ryan: M. Lombard. A Cr Bk (SO0
feopl, O OYBrsan {0ud, 0.2 Inses, 01 G, L OEhea A Mculiffe, & Rulered: Lz Dempsey [Hikenmyi,
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WATEHFDRD V CORK - Augustﬁ Croke Park

Déise’s Croker

destiny awaits

GLEN DIMPLEX ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL PREVIEW - WATERFORD'S KEELEY
CORBETT-BARRY AND CORK'S AMY O'CONNOR

BY ADRIAN FLAMAGAN

Thee comntelowm clock nhsenid of
Sunday's Glen Dimplex All-
Ireland Sendoe Camogie Final
ey Waberfiond and Cork Is
geEng ever closer s the Cimoloe
Parkshodown s the Déise po
I search ol thele fissr-ever
senlof cithe sucress atonky their
second-over o

Alead of the three flnal

ia L |1

Jmnl:r::aptam of

Tipp's carmogie team
is from a family full
of winners, including

her cousin Declan
Hannon

laire Scakelum is wlk-
ing Tipperary hurling
wihen she is asked oo de-
tul precisely the pole
her various relations have
played in the counny's grearest

SHCCCRRE,

A Garda Siochana member
She
wiuldn't dream of hirting the
mieat troublesome of offenders
with such a probing and dense
question. Bt she is gnme and

hersell, she smiles.

givesitago,
There's Pat Sakelum

starters, she'says, her grandfa-
ther's brother, wha won theee
All-lrelamds and eaptained the

county (o success in 1349,
Back when they used 1o

ed ot the dme.

Then theére was Pai's neph-
who famously de-
clared i 1987, upon skippering
Tipp to a frse Munser hurling
“the fani-
ine s over™. It hadbeen 16 vears

cw, Richie,

tithe in 16 years, that

withest a provincial win

Zive
out AlFTime All-Star awards,
e ot one i 159553, 8 50r8 of nodd
o those who would have re
ceived an AlkSiaril they'd exisi-

deciders ar GAM hesdegisar-
tori, representatives of the
teams held a media bricfleg a
Croke Pask thisin the busld-up
i the finnl where Warssford
will be leoking to get their
hands an the Bmed O Doy
Cugrfor a firsd-time.
Speaking at the launch
ahead of the final, Waserford's
Keeley Conbett-Barry sajd: |
suppeose v did enjoy winning

fir

the All-brelapd gemi-fnal win
over Tipperary becamme ir's the
fiesn-rinse that we've got to an
All-Trefarsd Bnal in T8 years. [t
 bif unbellicvabie, bat we'ne
soready for the fnal pow,

“Wie hovee 1o park the emo-
tions of the semi-final now
amel just foeus an Cork. We
teawe po fine- tume things amd
‘we have o get ourselves right.
[hird that were havoe o keep on
l-n-pni'uuhluiuw.mdwpm
wark, bt we're ready for it
nonw. “The thing ab=oat it ks
that we were =0 slow o get
goingin the semifinal, and we
can't allow that io happen in
the frsal, I was calking oo a bor
of peaple and then locking a
ir thaat i wems. -7 no00-3 alter 15
of g0 minates and that didn't
ook great

“But we knew ourselves
that amy game kn't wom in the
first 20 minutes, We stuck po
ar bl and we kept ol
B, Wi kiepd e focus and kept
the scoreboand ticking aver
We got back into the game,
annd we kept driving on.

"1 suppase in that sinsation,
it o take alof of focus. | feel
s well that weve leamed a bot
from the seml-finad defeat oo
Cork last year We'ee widlosd
o Jog phvsbealine wise, men-
talky, snd just our Buling in
gemeral, | think that we've
imgrroved on somany théngs.

*I think that really sipad ra

us againgt Tipperany (n the
seral-fimal, | ihink that when
EhEs 18 bty wand wo do in
i, ir's ey for you and you
will alvways make iz work.
think that we're_ lucky thar
wa're seich i tighit groug, and
we're all the best of friends
When you go reaining, #'s [ike
o e godng sockaliing os the
werk an well”

#A DIFFERENT GAME

Four-time Al -lreland Sen-
kor winnes, Cork capaain Amy
Ol onmne sald: “[U's 4 com-
pletety diffesent game towhen
I made my senkor debui in
2004 to now. From the
strength and condittoning
perspective, l's awoeld apan
00 e hinerest, Thee gasme ks fnst-
er, the players are sironger,
qujckes, znd we are in the gvm
fwice 3 wesk whine bejione we
probably veren'L

“The commiitment thal we
pud in i pone up ten folds
WWe're out maybe four or five
times 3 week VWe're doleg dsf-
fereni things, butwe'roioget-
er collectively e fwo of

i'm

s m N

three. We have the gym, the
bl alley, and practicing frees
[5 & big thing rema.

“Ii's a huge commitment
arvd ol sy thsat, bl whien
irs what you wa to do, you
don't see it that way'. You're
hapgry eo be theere, amd you're
happy o be doing all ihose
things. The semi-final win
o Gy was e Sorus.

*[ sald after thi game that
there was times in the gume
wihaern Caabminy wene geoinely
the better beamm. | thought thae
there was times this year
where we heaf ourselves,
which ks obwiously very frus-
irnting. AL the very beginnlng

o the year, we said that we

caly needed to bean Galway
cad, and tha has happened.
“ir'sa huge menkey aff our
Backs, bar wery conscious
aved though we've beaben
Kilkenmy and Galwary, we haoe
a blgger test ahead of ws an
Surday ngadns Waneriond”

“CHANGING OF THE
GUARD"
Speaking at the launch,

PFictured at tha Laench of the

2027 Glen Dimphex AN-
Ireland Camogle

Champhonship Binals In Croke

G Presidor Hilda Breslin
sabd: “W're delighsed 1o be
hezpe onvwhiat hias been a tough
couple of weeks, bat we've
seen same brillian: camaogie.
In's all abowt aur Opals o,
and the showease for owr
game, [ said &1 vhe launch
mazhs apo that there could
e & clarggng ol the guard and
' stilll exmvimeces] that thisme
comild be a changing of the
gard

“The foct thas we've gol six
different ceams i thie Adl-Fre-
Inmd fimads is unbque and ir's
RiEngE 1o generabe am awiual
ameund of excitement. We
haven 't seen Waterfond ina
sebor finad in 78 years and to
et hiere it just wonderful. bat

recny e sl the Seams 1o per
fegen,
“Hach county has

eunbarkesd o an extrondinary

Park 1hi'. wWitek Worg

Clam's Smend O ;_llf e

IF"I'I, meer Juror), Tipporard's

Sl ELaHt-lurn {Promigs
rh Carmegie Assockation
F'r-"u:l-'nl H|I|:I.1| Err1.||||

||n|::'rmr'-:||.'|lr'| and Me
Ellon Burka, |

jourmey to reach this siage.
By these pames rudy refloct
the coumless bowrsol emiring
ars e e coenmicnsent
thiry buree dedicated dimagh-
e DL A

Ther Finads i mot just o day
iog ihe players and ihelr man-
apement reams; i is o day of
cebebraibom for thedr famuilics,
chibs, undermgs: T BT
schiols,

S These | rinlsilse i jpgeo-
ers e nurtured and culti-
valed the passion. skill, ancd
enthusiasm for the game,
whibich we will wiiness in full
{oree in Croke Parke \We [mde
all comoghe entedass, spoas
fans and wamen's sparting
champdons alike o join s in
witnessing the crowning of
champicns an the 2023 Glen

Dirmple Al tfchndﬁ:mglu
Finals"

Bray.




high as she

continues to
set the bar for
those who follow

[AMH ROCEETT
wears a coupde of
titles within the
Waterford comogic
pars]. Some sh wears bess
willingly than others,

Rackett is the arthirieis sul-
ferer of the group. Poor blood
chrenlathon in the affected left
leg means she's the one they
poke fun at in teadning for
wearing legpings all the way
Into May,

She Is the longest-serving
mamber on the panel.

She is also the sole member
of the group chasing the trifiee-
ta this Sunday. Having In her
possession All-Trelamd funior
ared intermediate medals, she
ofily needs ong mre ploee of
silver fo complete the set.

Rockett was just 16 whin
hitting two painds from vight
hnlf-forward on the afternoon
of Waterford's 2011 All-Trelmsd
jumior final win over Down., &
child, and yof thai wasn't even
heer debuk season, It wasnt her
sepotiil sphi elther.

Prvud Lddimijre |

Gl DEmpleal A8 Erelind Seniee Camogns
Chapesasip finad

ﬁnl'lwwﬂt_e!furd

Hardly haliway through hor
teens and shi was alrody a
thrsr-season inter-county
campaigner,

Waterford hald their AlLl-Ire-
land final media event up-
stairs at the SETU Arena in
Carriganore st Friday even-
ing. Rockett was the first
plaver we npproached. The
samie ik shé does on the field.

she set a high har for those
coming nfter her,

The PE teacher and veteran
ol 15 campsbgns was in ﬂﬂ.{:f
form. Brilllant company &
carrying & bag full of one-
lineTs.

Glven «he i3 lon in the
dressing room therefore
can oifer perspective from a
far away time when the coun-
Iy strugeled o emerge fbom
thee garme’s third ter, it made
e o Begin our conver-
sathon hack at the very start.

“T was hrotght onto the
panel a few weeks before the
Ad junior All-Treland. T was
ﬂg 14 a1 the time,” Bocketl

ns. -

“I gat on the starting téam
the fidlowing vear and was 15
nlaying the 2010 All-Irelind. Tt
wag erazy,
“1 was so lucky that there
were 5% or seven of my clob-
mates from St Anne’s
on the panel, the likes of Char-
lotte and Annette Hahor,
HEaren Kelly, Jennie Simpson,

T g A

Ny - "
- —'—-!,

Pauline Canningham, and
HMrm-:IMmhs They took
e pnder thelr wing

o [ Inﬂtm-bdnnlht
plwmh. tm"itw& h

over (o say, 'leave her
alone, ghe is only 14°. And that
wusaﬂah'l?'vzmnmmuccur-
rence too,'

But once they learned she
coatld mind herself, the stabi-
lisers wore taken off and her
fres pass revoked.

walk

through what their All-Ire-
land final weekend would look
like in Dublin. The funior final
was pencilled in for a 12-neon
start, necessitating an over-
night #tay and an early Sun-
day morning rise, A1lof which
mimﬂd practice in Wex-

Shona Curran is a selector

evening before predend
are
Mmehﬂﬂmpm hn

St

ceive 2 wake-up call. T wnﬁ
my alari b sha ropiied.
my " bt i
that *your ;

wanis
this wake-up you, and

Treacy:. Apnl defeat to Waterford left us with nowhere to hide

Eoghan Cormican

Half-time in April's Cork-
Waterford double-header
dawn at the Pildre.

Thie Winterford women have
taken their Mimster quartor-
final celebrations off the feld
and dewn the South Stand
tunned. It's been o bong since
a Winterfiord team bt l"m']t l:|l
a sanlor camogle champlo
ship fixture that nobody In
elther camp has the s.lh;-hh}sl:
flea when Llast such a result
naterinlised.

The Waterford hurders are
Umbering up and loosening
ot in front of the Blackmd
End ahead of their socond
Eunstor reund-robin fixture.
Their masager, Dy Fitzper-
ald, kas briefly hroken awny
Mrosin Bis Players and I8 stmnd-
ing out around haibaay with
Cork centre-back Laurn
Tromey.

el friends passing on the
roed have stoqsed for a quick
il bor.

Belore Davy taak-up his
Imtest poating with the Didze
men; he was coach to the Cork
VTR,

"Davy did g0 muell for us
Est vear, vou'l eopsider him a

pal at this poind. It was good 1o
st him ws it had beon a fow
nranths, We just had n poneral
chit-chnt abont our season o

dite.” Treacy hegins.

“We didn't pot the resull or
the performance thal we
wanted against Galway in the
lengner final. Wechatied a littie
it allsoant that and how had it
was o hien arotmd agrin two
weeks Inter and face Water-
ford.™

Huving just fasted nnother
aofback at the hands of tha
Ihéise, Treacy said to her ald
coach tiat there was nowlens

left to hide for this groap, IF
thedr graph didn't =tart climb-
ing and resulls didn'y st
tarnlng, theirs would be a
shart sumnser.

*1 remember saying to him
that dny, ‘this is il now, shif or
bt From thene on, we were
leading into the champion-
ship. W ke we were facing
Galway ln the et roamd amd
that things wouled haove to pick

“I gald to Davy that this
Waterford defeat will have to
stanad 1o 05l show s whope
wi redlly have o lmprowve. 1t

was elther pull up the socks or
WE are nnlﬁetﬂng q-ul of our
n::hamp-!lnuah p group.™

From serene sailing to the
roughest of waters.

Cork had Oown out of the
blocks at the beginning of the
league. Four consecutive
wins, Kilkenny beaten by 10
points at TPMC Nowlan Park,
Thelr average winning mar-
gin was a point better agaln.

I:'lul: defeat at home 1o Gal-
‘ﬁﬂ“ abiorslidy ol

tory. Were

qualified for the de-

uiﬂen 50 the result was no
major sethack.

What it did do was allow the
Tribeswomeon sneak in the
hackdonr and foin them at the
tiehlie fior the beague nal,

There, Galway bedtered
thiem for the second Hme ina
fortnight.

When Witerford inflicted
fl-ll-'!hl"l' Iy In Cork™s own

nif, Treacy wis uder
ﬁ:'m bl eoacernsl

“I nm my Wn Worst onen

afid | am critical of mys=elf. We
iry to betier ourselves all of
the time and when things
aren’t working ont, of course
voul afe golng o start doubi-
g yoursall Anteog the goes-

tions that start pq:uppu?
your head is ‘am I doing
enough’.

“But we had a really u;n-ud
o muﬂ]:: the T’wumez.r
imanager Matthew
sald the dressing-room post-
martem ran for -I[I minotes).
Thai was the eye-opening
point where you know, here
we are now, we have to hold
each other accountable, and
we elthar go after this or we
are not going to see ourselves
being suceessiul this vear."

they suffered

aﬂ:-unh straight when

l’alfl.'l:nr_gtI minﬂ:igalway |:|:

ampin OpENar o

of June, Treacy

thair whee! had turnsed
:inl]winmmn five wehs,

Katrina Macke ]:aﬂ Tt
turned from a lengt
Ashling Thompson was ne-.a_r
ing the end of her cruciate re-
covery. Plus, it wasn't as if
Galway had hured them off
ihe park that afternoo in At
heney. Cork had dominated,
bt just lacked a clinical edge
with thefr final prodhsct.

“The jigsnw pleces started
to come together once the

champlonship staried. We pot
up a huge performanes

against Galway. Just couldn’t
got the resnlt. But took an
awful lot of positives from the

R,

“GFetting over Kilkenny in
the guarter-final at Croke
E‘i“’“‘“ﬂ“‘*‘m“““ﬁ;ﬂ

Our kamdg ng
_streak to Galway in thi semi-
final.™

Which brings us neatly to
Sunday. Killeagh native
Treacy, now I8, joined the
E}mﬂua lﬁ-w 2012

the age of 29, ek
four All-Thaland mﬂlnu
bhnaﬂnmmn

If Cark msan u I‘iw:-
yenar gap on Sunday,
uﬂlmﬂmatlhahu.rtaﬂhede-
ferice will be eruckal.

The nnldﬁhgimumber sl hd

agalnsl. Galvay. All bar one -u-!'
her ciearances found a team-
mate. The two-time All-Star
doesn't do waste

“When I came onte this
pind], It felf ke iE was o right
to b inan All-lredand fnal,
Bt it has been &0 long since
wr [ast worn one. Aid I el Hike
I am training harder now than
Twips back than, and § hed fiour
All-lrelands back then. |
renlly want that feeling back.



it looks really had'.
lm;tmr:m'ningr.na“ 1;j:||;r|.1g]1rj|"B

] we
didn't have to be dovwn for
birealefst until Sam; T went
divom, but sure there was no
one there

“They welcomed me in,
even if they miube me the
laughing stock on oocasion.™

From there io here has been
quite thespin. The Diise spent
onlby four vears at intermed|-

ate lenved bedore buyinga Heket
i the big show. For Rockett, it
fedt much Joniger,

It was during thekr infer-
meediate stay that she was tald
ghi lad arthritis in her knee,
howe there wasn't an ounce of
cartilage left, and that if she

8 laying, shecould bein
nmlmjr 30,

Baoth she her dad,
Eddie, cried tears that after-
noon in Santry when the diag-

TOP FORM: Waterford's Miamh
Rockett rises the ball the
All-Ireland 5¢€ semi- and
{inset) celebrating victery over
Tipp with Vikki Faulkmer, left, and
Orla Hickey right.

Pictares: Tom Malser, Ben Brady

nosis wos deliversd,
“iAt one stage. [ i
oveEn ng itealf d b
come A distant memory. Hay-
InE overcome o many ob-
stacles to get back playing,
that intermediate win in 2015
WAHS e
That win offecs further per-
g ive when you cansider
rodd tra b the twa
simoe, Eight years on,
Waterdord are invalved in the
whil, were unable to Geld in
this year's championship,

sesslons o for Mocdlights

ﬁlhzmmmr
swinging open their gates to
them.

The 200 All-Sear went
dorwis k8 her local shop the day
el ik ok, Tt

) peap
whom aimply wanted fo n-
form her that they were fol-
Jﬂwh‘.gm team fo Croker,
From indifference fo insn-
timhle eocl tement.

“1 think we will have mriu-
Sk T LAAgiN the pronadar of
T, oy r
Hpﬁmhip-lnw'ﬂr hﬁmme
) ve

caunty. We g0 back to
the AMakdron in Wexford! I
ANt ever remember a build-
uporbuzz ke this before, and
I'm around a while.

“If we were o win, the last
your'd see of us 18 polhng aver
the bridge in Waterford on
Sunday, and then vou'd not
soe 08 again untl] Christmas,
[t werdd absalwtely biow up.

“T couldn't think of any
more of 7 wish [ wonld have
than to have that cup coming
home with us on Swniday,”

Stakelum hoping to add
to her family's legacy

Paul Keane

Somewhers In & pocket of
Croke Park seats on Sunday,
you might see a group of
Tamily members with enoigh
All-Treland medads to make
your head spin.

!l.':ii:i.ru Eﬁtuf;]nﬁ will he

aving far the arary
run%m!:in the Glen %ﬁm Ie-:?;
All-Ireland camogie final
{throw-in 12.50pm) and she
comes with guite the entour-
. Tﬁnlﬁgl-ﬁptuinﬂun
R Iy 1 | :
Pat Stakelum, h{-T gr:mri
father's brother, is a three-
time All-Ireland winner and
hiz nephew, Richie, iMmously
declarad that ‘the famine is
over’ after skippering Tlpp (o
4I1Eﬂr;t M”"ﬁﬂ Itrling title in

WESITE 1N i

ttichle's brother, Conor,
won his All-Ireland in 1591, on
the sieme panel as his cousins,
Bobby and Atdan Byan. In
2016, when Tipp won the All-
Ireland agnin, Conar was part
of Michaed Ryvan's backreom

Conor J has played for the

Tipp zenlors as well, and
netted In the 2008 All-Ireland
21 final.

Tuerns out Claire has senveral
more boughs to add o her ex
tensive family tree. Padraic
Maher and Ronan Maher are
heer consing foo.

The real elinker though is
s L couisin sho rhymes ofl,
Limerick's Declan Hannon.
How exactly did that one comie
aboat?

“His Mam and my Dad are
brother and sister, so Declan's
a first cowsin,” she cxplained,

All of which means that, in
any given year, Claire can be

irly cortain that there will be
an All-Ireland eelebration of
some sort bo beok forveard o,

In the L=t oight All-Ireland
hurling campaigns, the Maher
brothers or Hannon have
come ot on fop in soven of
them. Hannon won his fifth
All-Ireland medal kst month
though the injury that roted
il ok For the seanlfine and
finnl wins wasa persoral s
teation.

“That mows breaking
thirough was hard. s hard for

anyone bit when he's ﬂmi[t
it hits that bit closer to homa,
salbd Claire. “The other 15 lads
stapped up of course and did
what they did. It was great
that he vms still able to ged the
opporiunity to go uwp with

an Lynch to Hit the cup.™

The family dynamic will
ﬁm!?e conslderably this wee
kend because Clalee will be
the o to take centre stage.

If Tipp cam pall it off, and
Iseaf & fancied Clare team, she
and joint-captain Clannait
Walsh will be the ficst to lift an
All-Iredand camogie trophy at
Croke Park since Joanne
Ryan led ihe senlors (o suc-
ooss fn 2l

That she has got this far is
no 51 9

“l wasn't given an opilon
really,” she said of her om-
beace of the family past-thine.”
“Beorm and brod! There was
never o phase wheno [ never
wantisd 1o be playing or any-
thing like that. It wos alvnys
something [ wanted to he
doing. And I'd have to empha.
size that - it's something you
Wit oo

O Muirceartaigh said
1 came to see the
great Kathleen Mills’

Croke Park is zsomething (o -
hold. The sare ol the an
conaists of 15 All-Irelnnd
senior champlonships, 20
Leinater senior Gt
ships, four inter-provinekal
champlonships, and six Dub-
lin senior championships.
The medals were won by the
incomparable Kathleen Mills
— kv o her friends as
Eany. The medals were won be-
tween the 1940 and the 15605,
and her life as a pioneering
sportswoman is evocative of
lifie in a different ora — mid-
20¢h century Dublin.
mﬁallﬂmem was barn in Ln;h!

YIS B0 — On
tober' & 15EY She was just 18
months old when her mather
elied and she (along with her
thres older siblings) was then
raised by her maternal grand-
mather, Charlotte Wills in In-
chicore.

A ploquee on the hopnse
i et
“Lithe and graceful, a supar
midfield piayer with neat
wrist work, quick to It and
strike at full speed. She cauld
score from any la,=

Kathleen went to school ai
Gol Convent, before
b Yo Tk o B

's jam at

ﬂt By then she ams alrea

Atboping & prodigious spori-
ing talent. Her father Thomas
was the defining ing in-
finenoe in hor e life. Tho-
mas — ortginally from Glan-
mire in Cork — worked with
the Great Seuthern Rallways
{this ea wis later ab-
sarbed into Céras lompalr Ei-
reann of igs foundation in

1945).

Thomas wis active in the
Great Southern Raflvays’
sports club, whore workers
almd rhl‘].-!hrufﬂ:ntliu? hagam_“ -

oexcellentSpart cilities,
It was hmﬂmi{:ﬁdeen
MEls excotled as an athlete
and a gymnast, and learned of
play games like table tenniks.

Bt it was camogle that was
her first and truest love. She
first played the game when
she was five years old and by
the age of 14 she wias a sial-
weart of the Great South Rall-
wity {later CIEY senior feam.

The clab first fiedded o cn-
meqzier beam I 193], wearing a
wime tunic, green Mouse, and
i white sash,

By thi: ape of 18 she was
playing at midfield for the
Dublin senior camogie feam;
ahe ekl sal pesition for al-
menst every moment af the
next M years,

Her initial foray into com-
petilve camegie actually

ended i defeat in the 1941
Adllrelamd =enbor finel when
Dl wore defeated by Cork
It appeared o similar resulr
was ol Use way In 1942, bat
Dublin forced a deaw against
mlﬁ lh:.ﬂ.ugﬂud final
¥ won the replay.
Eathlven played brilliant]
In these matches, sco a £
superh goal and generally ox-
celling in the general play
whers hor skills were markes]
a5 belng the fnest on view.
Drubilin won agmin in 1942 and
184, with Kathleen now havs
ing grown into a star on the
eeam. It was & team with many
excellent hl':!-*-ura—mt:uhu-
11 ETHBEE‘. e O Connor
and Annette Corrlgan — huy
Mille was the one wiho lasted
the bongest and won the most.
JAwl as Michedl O Muire-
heariakgh was Lafer to say of

@@ After Dublin
won the 1961
All-lreland she
was carried
shoulder high
from the ﬁEEﬂ,,

hiz irips to All-Ireland eamoe.
ighe Minals during these vears:
“I saw the great Kathlesn
:-Il‘iull:técnm wri:;":ﬂh:r rather

508 @ £ Eiume
first beguise her name was all
over thie country,™

By the end of the 19408, she
had won fowr All-Ireland
miednls ok 1hen in the 19505,
Drublin took over the All-Tre-
land championship,

The greatest camogie team
in the history of the game won
six All-Ireiands in a row be-
tween 1A50and 1856, Thelr ran
of success wis broken by An-
trim in 1857, but Dublin then
e back and won 10 All-lre-
lands im a row.

Mills played (n abl of the six
in a row and in the st fve of
thee 10k a rowe. The highlight
af this sequence was e cap-
taimcy of the team in
1868, [t iz note-
warrihy that
maore people
=aw her 16 the
cup than wonld
ardinarily be
preseqt af Al
irﬂnm.la':-_nw{‘
camagie fina
of the ern.

Paul
Rouse

om = ¢,
=)

point, crowds onky rarely
passed 5,000 at the fnals,
played in Croke Park.
Bul in 1968, whes Kathleen
Mitls bed Dublin to defest Tip-
mrgr, the giume was yeat
thee All-Treland hurding
semi-final when Tipperary
beat Kilkenny by five polmts,
Some 53,000 spectators paid
b o think dogy o see 19 years
old Jimmy Doyle run amak,

-scoring 1-8 of his besam's win-

ning fotnl of 1-13. And they
aleo saw Kathleen Mills take
heoameer the O DudTy Cup

After winning the All-lre-
laawd In 1581 she was carried
shoubider high from the feld
by her team-mates after they
had defeated Galway by 7-2 fo
4=1 amal she euly rediped.

What happens to o sports
star when they retire? For
Hathleon, the answer lay in
hor mmﬂtn:e in 1947, They
higl nochillren bat worled to-
sether for the rest of thedr

vl As Mary Moran ox-
plainaed in her (e biographsy
in tive Dhcriomary of frish 7.
ogrophy: “They ran the Rod
aieal Hiinlhag Company,
which was located chose to
Fhibsboso chioreh on the
Morth Circulnr Roadd, anal
lator on HiLl Streed. George cul
ol thie bags while Kathlsen
Pt on the framos amid sewed
the bags. With Kathleen's
dirivie and entroproneursliy,
thie buaskness grew, They wore
Kind and caring employers,

"This wias just a first career
togather, however. Several
yviars later, they took over and
ran the Seventh Lock public
house an the Gramnd Canal in
Ballyfermat,”

Ehe died n Augast 1996 and
is commemorated by the All-
freland junior championship
cuip named in her homoar.

Creorie 1ivesd Enito hiis 505 anad
only passed away in 2014, In
the almost two decades after
Kathleen's death, be honour-
&l her memary in many ways.
The captain of the All-Iretand
sertlar champlons now also re-
ceives A rephica of the O Dy
Cup {fawardad to the senior
cham from a bequesy
made by George.

He also supporied e Floa
thiat her name slvould be pat
on the new bridge across the
Hlver Liffey between Aarl-

borough Streot and Hawkins

streat. Knthleon's namd
micle the final shorilist of
five, atongside fracula auth-

o Braum Stoker, tha fovmler
ol the Leglon of Mary
Frank Dull, the la-
ouir scivist
Bosie Haclkett
ol Wilkle Bir-

minghim, (o
founder of
ALCHNE,

il
matody, thi

Bl wais

namd after

I-'t:xi-l.' Haick-

ol

B Tha aushar

s Pralessar



Beth Carton - a player for the ages

W iy g TR N

Beth Carton at tha lpunch

af Ehe All-brekand Camagie |8

Champoriship e 20149
HopTuSy shao'l get her
hands o0 th O'Dully Cup
I rasl on Sunday ovening
pext Photed lipis

BY DARRAGH O'FLYNN

Beth Carton is having a
remarkible seasom A%
waterford play im thebr firse
all:bretand finsd simoe 1545

Tt three limes alfl-star i in
panlific forem. 1 you inchade
ihe provincial chamgdonzhip,
the D La Salle sharpslooter
scored 4-58 this seston.
proting her o dhe fist

Carton's schicvement
Il avwry it Miamh
Rockedr, "I unbelicmable. &
lar of players on differeni
teains are |ust (ree-lakers.
Heth isam all-roinder Sheiza
wchler, In the Offaly ganse, she
overiurnod  someene,
tounced the ball inta her
hearl amd then over the bar.
Shee e great tackles, Every day
shi s aining, she gives a
Fumndred por cenl”

T 2020 AN Sar hasl aper-
fect view af Carton's sed-
il -Teal strike than (e into
ihe tog corner mgainst the
Fatthiad Coarby, *10was @ bril-

fiant goal. What Beth does
baesit. | coetifiel e e evers Dighit
up., | sakd, ‘We're a couple of
proins s mcrws, Shee Il go for the
sy ket | was 't o ool -
dent. | went low! She was bl
Timna sgain today. She does it
every day, Delighted 10 be
plarying with het”

Her lsoss Sesin Power was
abso full of prakse for thiir slaf
player

“Hethy is o wonderful playes
ajioy povenbeh, 185 an honour o
Tz brvodsiee] wiith heras well-
Paswersald,

Like everpome else in Carri-
panane, Power was amazed by
feth Carton's second goal
sainst Antrim wihen she spos-
texd Ariirim goallceeper Caitri-
wnen Grabam ol et line and
jushiged her lab to absaloge
e riection.

*Loak, when you'ne in the
preeseio of gheatiess, youne
i the presence of greatoess!
Checky, maybe one would
sy Tinhave the shill fo executo
thiat in o senbor All-frefand

Mgy @l par Ry i dsfygial

Bl - pereniate Bl Sifiirn Aeay e dn Crakn Blaal I 2huF

champéoaship, vou leveiobe
preiy spedal now, amd she s
that. Wi're g0 lucky 1o have
sosveone like Beth Comon in
Waterford. Other counties
would Kl fior b Shie's ours,
et e i it oy 6 e e,
Yoai bve 1o ke vour hatoffia
Iver. She's brillisne.

Power acknondedpes tha
Cartan and her fellow team-
mades ane e models for the
county but wanms o build &
legacy In tha county,

*Thils graup of players; they
are anincredible bunch of mbe
madels. The ehildren of
wWaterlord ook up o them.,
ane | couddn't be prowder of
then” sald Power

“Wie've been going around
the camps in the county the
last couple of woeks, and
'y st godngg bo thi nikrs-
etbes inthe different clishs, The
wioung gieks beve seeing these

TR

“And v ade happy bo-do it
hescnnise begacy s a big part of
vt vwe e b, Wewan bo

e it in & better place. The:
gpomt Meelfis on a boom. s 50
fmportant we gel s rkghi.
nationally and in Waterford,
We are doing some good stuff
an thie Watesford frome”
_ Cappoquin man Denal
O Moo wihowid Tssger of
the Waterford team that
ended lengihy absence from
the elite lewel by making the
quearier-finals in 2018 arvd 2lso
2014, when they bed subse-
quent champlons Galway by
five palnts in the second hadl
befiare wilting Inbe on, is mol
surpriged by the progress
sl i Wanerforll

miamh Rockesr Both Car
tom, and Lorraine Bray were
impertant fgunes four Years

buat the peam iobems ane

rsticrally rersowried pow, all
winming All-51ars In recent
years, “They were quiet and
s wdhen | fosolk flseams o first,
bt Elvisy god more oonlident,
and their leadership skills
started coming as they gl
e confident”

ons Canon is as good as thene
5. “Heth 15 different. Wi
Both chooses 1o do foday, tik
other el would do, But then
podmenrons, Chnt makes her do
stufl that no other girl can da.
She works so hard on het
game, She maximipes and
triess 10 improve her game the
whole time. She was o
Ineredible plager o b
arcund,;” he explains.

“1 personally think thaz 1
head the privdlege of coaching
two of thve best camogie play-
v chat have played the game
bne thee st 1en years: Niamh

In Galiway and Beth
Carton in Waterford. 1 was
privileged 10 have coached
incredible camogie players,
bud thisyweenea different class”

Whntever the oucome is
mﬂiﬂh}'rmm'ﬂt“m
likedy adkd #o her All-5tar col-
lection and could patentially ; - .
vk e with a Plager of the g
Year award, Bul win, lose or
i, She §s after a remariable

seasan [again).

'!i: FpiLroiN
- Y%\ conchs

Bath picking up thie Player ol ik Wl by anda gl




Honouring Maura Healy
(née Curran) and the

Déisewomen of 1945

BY DERMOT KEYES

The streets of Carrck-om-Sulr
have been abuiz ahead af
Sunday's Al refand Camogie
Final thanks io one special
resiident who bias represenged
Both counties divided by its
famried walerway.

Maura Curran of the 5S¢
dary's club was the second
Wrteeford plaver [Esoed Im the
Dungarvan Observer's match
report from the 1943 All-ire-

lard Camogie Final pluped in
Cappoguin on September 30
thal yessr,

Im 1951, Mavra Curran
marrked Billy Healy of Chapel
el Carrick:-on-Suir which
explains. why her latier
iPEE-COUntY Years Wisne spHng
imher adopied counny colour.

Bt sEnice: Wsteeford god th
beeier of Tipperary 8 Newdan
Park om July ZZ all the ik in
Carrick has been of Maura's
All=Ereland Firal appeampce

almost vight decades agowith
hver naative couany.

5,000 ATTEMDANCE

Hlaiiyg Barmeed 97 Bast April,
Maura Feaby ixthe last sairv-
ing member of & Bdise side
which woge grean and gold
thad famens day in Cappo-
fquin, going down o the
Glenswomen by 5-2 to 2.2,
The sides were bevel ag 2-2
apbece an hall-cme, wilh the
wisipars neming thoes of the
<gami’s remnakning four goals
after the nberval.

“Before o guie estimaned an
5,000 [gate recelpis E2849],
Wanerlfaml, Munsier champi-
ans, @iled i kokd the Ulster
champions, Anirim in the
chorsireg stages of a fasgand sci-
entific display,” aceonding to
the (#server

In what's by some distance
the most comprehensive
repon princed in elther castor
wesd o8 Ogiober 5, 145, the
Obaerver nobed thar “the
weather was ki=al, the feld
was in appde-ple order and
the siewarding. despite the
crivwd, was al] that could be

“Thee teams] were played
necund the ploch by the Daffy
Ladies’ Mpe Band and
receivesd a cousing recepiian,
Wm Kenneally, Lord {sic]
Mayor ol Wateclond, wearlng
hizchain of office, threw in the:
ball at the start of the game,
which was capably refereed
by Mir Frunk Glecson, Chadre
man, Munster Camaogle
Couneil. Befoes the scam ofthe
game the National Anthem
was sung by the assembled
it

Sat i Carrickbeg in the
home al her dayghiver Mags
Porwer, Maura recalled a few
shapalors [rom an eoceshon
that's taleen Waterfood Camo-
gie T8 years o emulate.

“There were a few

McGraths playing then,” sabd

DMl with o felbove cluhenane
= B MoGrath - nomed i the
Observer repoit "and Moaie
Healy, she was a 5t Mary's

player:
GLENBEG NATIVE

Mawrn, a native af Glembeg,
Changarvam, was shber to Wil-
lie, Tominy, Beiclie, Efleen and
Kay, was, in all ikelihood,
introutuced o camesgie by her
Ammtie Eily.

“Aurtie Eily played (wigh St
Marv's) as well,” sald Maur.
“anid we were on the same
team. Mo of Waterford's
camagle natches in that em
were played in Coppoquin
ara] M ra el ricsd bt s
miates travelled o their Gx-
miies “on hikes = bad blkes”
iy aahd wth mowsdie ke,

Wheen askod by Mags what
expuipment Maura had in

thase years plaving, she
eplicd: “as linke ms wos possi-
Bl Al e il oy Minere.
o hoob”

Maur played on beyond
1945 and “mansberned’ o
Tippeeary colours by virnae of
e eximing b0 v in “Camick-
meic” Folbowing her marriage
o Billy.

*The interest in the past
nw Or-50 EIE; been lovely”
sald Maga “Growlng up, we
knew Mam had played for
troeh Witerfoed and Tipperary
Iut eheere wonldin't have been
hlg conversatbons aboat it 1
remnember vhen [ wins young,
we'dl wlvways hove rutning
muges nnd sho'd nover bt os
i, S Always won!™

The Irksh Pregs which glio-
neered spoits coverage kn
natkomal print journakism,
olffered & most precise synop-
i of the 45 Final. Meadlined
‘Amcrim Cailink Supreme; fis
Derober | repart nead: A
record enownd saw Anirim
defeatl Waterford in the
Alk-Ireland Camogaidheacht
final ai Cappodguin yesbenday.
The game provided beilllane
exchonges all through and
Antrim had to fght hard for
victory in the second half
when ihe marvellous
poal-kesping of K Flynn for

et

half-tirme bt Anfrim com-
hined mooe cleverly in the
closing stages of the game 1o
winawell-deserved viciory?”
Onie-auespects thie Prest many
have benefited from the
accounis camied by both the
Waterford News & Soar and
Munster Express, which
appeanesd bn the editbon dased
Oetober 5, given i norlooe
dissimilar take on

procoiding

“Eemarkable speed amd
stamina were displayed by
baoth teams, but Antrim
shonweid better combilnation...
Aaveim showed up to heter
sdlvanisge in the second hald
and kept the Waterford
defenders under great pres-
sieres, bn the cowrse of which K
Fiynmn, In the Waterford goad,
menle severnd brillinn sves.
The Northerm giels consimued
o hold mastery, and wene
deserving winnoers. Neither
Leinster mor part "of Cork
plmyed in this competition.”

Meamwhile, The Munster
Express stated: “Anirim
showed wp io better advan-
tnge ins the second falf and
Leptthee VWaperfard defenders
umder great pressure, in the
covirse of which several fine
saves were effected by K
Fiynn, the Waterford goalie:
baii the Nombiern collecns
ol naied 1o godd che enassery
il were desnrving winners
of a brillinne game o Ew final
seaneof 5- 20 527

"GRAND DISPLAY"
A companionplece ma the
miain Dbsenver repar sald the

at the rousing reception they
recelved from the resldents,
aven a1 that iase hour, and m
ance felt ar lvome amongse
iheir brathor and sister Gaels
of the Southern provinee, All
Waterford was at the peak of
exchiement on the eve of the
great event, and when the day
davamed, people were already
aloot so the All-lrelind camis:
gie Mnzl, Were they disap-
poised? fRather their highest
Erpeecatinng were moee thien
realised in the grand display

]

O

r §71h birthday last Aol

given by ithete two trams.”
The Wsterford seam for the
1945 All-Ireland Final, as
noted by the Dungarvan
Dibsegver, was ns Tellows: ©
Fiyrn: M Cusrean, M O'Mearm,
M Beoen, I Mevilbe, K Sullivan,
B MelGrath {Capisin), 5
Mcamara, T Hymes, A Spen-
oer M Healy and M Keninedy.
| este: Camogie was 1 2-0-side
at the tkmie: wiih 15-a-shde
ingroduced in 193],

Maura Healy was part af
that great Waieriond sporting
occnskon, held |ust a few
pucks myay from Cappoguin’s
famed Cornersione, She'd
readily ageee hat a fresh
chapies in thir hspery of D
Carnegbe wot ld make for wel-
come nied ing come full-time
ai Croke Park thizs Bunday
evening.

Wirk thanks fo Mags
Posver and her family.




‘Waterford camogle is

GLEN DIMPLEX ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL: WATERFORD V CORK:
THE CORK VIEW: THERESE O’CALLAGAHN

BY THERESE
O'CALLAGHAN

1 thee Caurmonges Aswi-
cialbom coubd botle
thi et il ereers
gy and eleciric
aimoaphere ema-
ruarteed i Wanerfornd s
Glen Dimplex
All-lreland senior
champlonship
seml-final victory
over Tipperary, it
would bBe easy io
proanode the bem-
sl game.

it il b when
thary sprinted one
the immaculate
siaflsce of UPMOC
Mowlan Fark, and
theeir voonl suppodt-

T

Theresa insction against
Galway in the 19946 All-
iraland senior comogse final

Tharess was blown sy by the atmosphorne thal the
Waierford lans Brogigh 1o Mowlan Park the a5t iy

ers ralsed the rool, | don't
ghiénk | have ever heard sucha
rapuTOUs reception for a

oK IERETE

Tt cnproairing of support
pnacle 1 all stand up and ke
nitiee.

Thiswaa thie firs sigm sodre-
thiimg magical could bealbout
to haippen: Wish a litle lelp
from the stands, conld i
pessibly help them past a side
that beat them by 13 pointsin
the Muniter champlanshipin
May?

peow, the 1620 womnam will
noit e the work o the fleld.
That Is down 10 (he players.
A foe awhbbe, it Tooked ke it
miht e o gimilarresails o tao
emcanihrs ag.

It didn's take lang for che
chanting ‘Waterford. Waster-
foarel” o spaur thelr county o4
They drove them 1o some-
hing speeial. Those inad few
minutes wene ahsolutely
PerVE WA

Liz Dempeey’s full-thme
whilstl spine-Cingling.

9) GlenDimplex

back where it belongs’

As @ rﬂull. 1]1I5 hunch of
players are prepasing for te
White and BMuc's Arst final
ginee 1945, The histary books
pedl s thas showdown against
Antrim wasdeckded in Cappa-
aquiln, 5-2 10 3-2 We wonder il
it is miere coéncicence it the
eurrent captain fanfastic
cames from this neck of tw
wioieds, More abour Lorraing
later.

These days, the finals are
abvwwys played in Croke Park 1t
adddls io the thill. S0 000, the
fnct they willl face-olf apains
near-eighboun: Cork

1 waos forfumate o be
irvolved with Cork when we
won three All-Ireland sendor
fides [ Therese also ployed in
five sther finals). Akin
Waterfond, suocess didn'thap-
pen overnkght. We were Lirly
even-balanoesd. But, theere ks
phways oo sandout player.
Sandiie Firzgibbon vwas ours. &
legend In both camagie &nd
baskerhal. | was hucky to play
around the middle thied
where Sandie would ahvays
have your hack

Lorraine Beay reminds me
of Sandie. Waterford’s out-
smanding skipper s cnee o the
best miclfelders kn this couan-
1ry. She alvesdy lifted Division
18 sihverware i FED Semple
Saadium In Apeil whien they
emerged big winners over
Wezford, She said then

“Waterford camogle b back
where it belongs

Lorraine has an fncredible
engine. She [5 2 super player,
and demonsirased this espe-
chally in the semil-final with
her absolute relentless
waork-ethlc. She |s comect in
suving, the Délze ane kasl,

On Sunday, 1 will attend
GAA esdqunriens asa repar-
er where 1will see It from o
différent perspective. But, it
doean’t alier my apprecation
of the day. 1 sill get goose.
bumps walking down Jones
Taad. Understanding those
match-day nerves is part and
parcel of the oocasion. Risna-
ural to be nervous. Sedn
Pewer bkas been through all
this before with minos and
121 sqquacds. He and his back-
pooams tem will leave no stone
unturnied, His recand speaks
for psell. He is no stranger
cither io beidhging gaps!

Managing the “big day’
chiallenge is key. Vou cenalnly
don't want the mind to be dis-
trapted. IF thie semil-final is
amything to go by, the hype
il e husge s i poetnd 1o
embrace it, but equally &
{mporiant 10 shut it out as
mexlia evenis ané compleoe,
thot: sl fosous Franst b cn the

LT,

Ciork have been hiene befoee.
And based om thas, theywilllbe
pre-match favourites, They
are Eamiliar with the All-1re-
land day moutine. The team
s arriving inwa the nmned of
Croke Park, entering the
dressing-reom and getting
pesschy. 1 ursed Bowe whsen e god
b that stage, wien If was just
oy R s and e

Ciork are baidle-hapdened b
every ling of the flebd. And for
rhee Flrst timie B0 bong tme,
thesy hive avery healthy bench
which got them over the line
against theis bogey team Gal-
sy, It remaing to be seen if
wincchiew Twomey will start

aury off v pliayers - the Hles
of Ashling Thompsan, Laura
Hayes, Crrlaish Cahalane, Clio-
ma Hizaly amd Owla Cronin.

Becanse this article has a
Waderford slant won't chaedl
s epich con the Resbeds. But s
o Cark woman, | will slways
wainid thiem o chowell

*BREAKING NEW
GROUND

Hantig seein Waterfard up
s bn the beage final and in
the Mumster champlonship, i
kepyor thiy wlll bee gy,
knora what to et Emeng-
Enyg; e thee right side of a pul:
sating enoounter i the Mar-
bile CCiey will giver them greal

What can one say about
Bt Carton that hass't been
sakd before. Danal 0" Rourks
peid e the wldmate tribute
saying he had the peivilege of
eoachisng nwao of the best play-
ors In Beth and Galway's
Miambh Kilkenany:

Agnin, referming backio the
Tipp triumnph. In the abaence
ol injuzed full-beck Tona Hef-
fernan, Vikki Fakcooer was
gimsaional in defence. What
af Malnéad Power - wearlog
i e seven - and her firs-
half goal that kick-stared the
Waterfoed revival. Goalleeper
Bripnna O Regan's superh

paing.

leoaild go o

But, 11 fAnish where 1
began. What Waterford has
dione for carmoge makes s all
peronil. They are knodkdng on
this champsnnship doos (s
[ years

From Promiler funior hoon-
oiirs in 2001 to lonermediate
pupoess in 2005

They ase still breaking new
groumid.



Redemption
day for Cork

Ul

= Barry O'Mahony

THE dictionary definition for the
word redemption is ‘an act of re-
deeming or atoning for a fault or
mistake, or the state of being re-
deemed’.

Septomber 12, 2021, and Paudie Muroy
Is atlempting to console his plavers fol-
lowing & 1-15 b 1-12 Aldl-Ireland Sen-
ior Camogie final loss to Galway.

August 7, and it 5 Matthaw Two-
miey"s trm fowalk aroind the Croke Park
pitch offering solace to each member of
his panel. A brutal 113 to 1-12 All-Ireland
loss to Killenny is difficult to take,

Music blaring, the black and gold
streamers landing on GAA HQ' s surfacs

are in stark contrast to the bears rolling

dbown the Cork’s players faces.
Faor the Rebals, it's more heartbrealk
and all the emotions that come with losing

on camogie’s most important occasion for +

the secomd dme in a row.

More recently, there have been con-
stant dual-player headlines. GPA issues in
search of equality, and & trealment room
Tkl of term injuries to mnlmdwilh_

Sodt ke to say that Cork have been

i difficult spells over the past twa
and a

VIS,
with those issues, after

upshort

broken the resalbve of mnu teams.

Add to that, thiz year's Mational
League finmal and mare n the cham-
pionskip to Gadvway

Then, a 23 Munster champtonghip
exit at the hands of Waterford.

Obituaries were being written inside
and oniside the county bounds. House pri-
vate, no flowers, you very moch,

Yet, this Cork team and management
doesn’t do negatlvity or spend time wal-
lowing in what might have been.

Instead, lha{mhm tapped into the Lte
[rish international and Munster rughy
stalwart Anthony Foley's assertion:
“When you lose, remember the feeling
and store it in the hurt Jocker for another

hurt locker moment will arrive at

Croke Park on Sunday afternoon. Stand-

ing in the way of Cork’s :I"Eﬂtrll-.?l‘-liﬂﬂ ane
5 ‘mw Jhds on the block”.

It is 1945 since Waterford last won an
All=lreland camogie senior title, Yot in
HE3, the are a welcome addition o
ﬂntuplublu of Kilkenny, Galway, Cork,

coming
consecutive finals, wonld have dnd

- SL

Ao

hﬂ'ﬁm captain of Cork senior camegie team uiﬂ:m:tm at Iiu;mﬂﬂilgpﬂﬂlu

playing Waterford in the All-Ireland final at Croke Park,

Tipperary. Yiciory over the latter in
the semi-final, or rather the manner of
Waterford's win, proved two things.

Cne, lhu:.rurﬂj not be travelling to Dub-
lh: o make up the nimbers,

Two, irrespective of the result, Water-
fard are primed to be All-Ireland con-
tenvders for the next couple of years.

Drowm 1-7 to 0-3 in the early stages of
thefr semi-final encounter with Tipp,
Waterford demonstrated admirable re-
solvie to change ends just & point behind,

Malntaining a stealy dedermination, the
Diéise won 1-12 to 1-11 following a griplng
Il.lﬂ.lﬂ'.

A well- sllﬁt'ltﬂ. Waterford will have
o qualms about faking on a Cork side
thay beat in this year's provinecial cham-
plomship.

Waterford's hard work at (16 and

Picture: Eddie 0'Hare

Those experiences of losing to Kilkenny
and Galway, heart-breaking as they were,
should act as fuel to burn the fire that
brings the O°'Duffy Cop back 1o Lepside.

The recont Cork camogie modia and
suppariers night was a well-organised
mtnﬂwdudiyhmrdmn‘snﬂupmﬂm
ynﬁ‘%l ning at Castle Road

7] evEning a a
m: & welcome reminder to the Cork
ME'H‘! of how muech o lm' nre admired
n respected by a growing supporter

'.'.'hat struck this reporter the most,
amid a lot of exclitement and autograph
hunting, vwas the calmniess and resalve of

FOTS.

‘The county’s senjor set-up doesn’t meed
o be remimded of thelr past losses. They
carry ihose memories with them svery

minor bivvel over the past number of years  day.

1s bearing fruit and the Rebels Know thay
are In for the mother and Gulher of battles.

The good news for Cork supporters {s
that Twomey and his panel understand
wihad i5 requined ambid such a pressanefil-
led envvironmment on Al-Treland final day,

Huml:is time to banish the memories of
02 and 2021, Mo betber place to do that
than the seone of those maost recent hoart-

hgnﬂﬁndw,hisﬂmfﬂrﬂﬂri'ﬂmdmnp-
i1 B

After five wins Mackey
still hungry for more

WHEMN Kabrina Macksry arrivad
unl:l'ﬂﬂlk‘!lw#ﬂﬂ
2000, s won an All-lraland
nw:lm.ﬁmmmm trand
10 continug, Mon oF hess,
This was Corh; surely she'd have
at beast ning madaks by now, i
e 1 B2h Sa084M.
Buri basren spalts babasan 2010
and 2003 and since 20718 méans
shr has just fee,
Fral & haul many playars would
giva thesr right amm for. Mot Ka-
trirun. Thes b5 Cork|
“\ATHE 0 CoeTe i e o win
ol don'E Shink: you'ne gaing 1o
I weithaout Eiﬂﬂsr;r;m ta e
8, Ma ;
ﬂmk.ﬁi: ok, you're
going o be in an AR-irsland
@iy yoar, 1 doasn't plany out ik

ﬂ.hmdt}nhuﬂbahﬂﬁﬂ'a
opareng league gamda led toa
punciung b W 1o of hee Iung
and wapt Cork's ace fonsasd o
Erﬁu@ﬁtﬂwﬂmh They
B
loat tha league Enal and their
hunster Champlonship game to
Walarord.
sl dihonfi 4
ing championehip againg
Ga]wwarﬂnhlagﬂchﬂha
gaal, Mackeny had o starmar
After s & tricky stast o tha
saason, it has turned arcund ra-
rmatkably for Cork,
“Tha lasgue final was disap-
patnting. We ad I the
first ha ht.ﬂld'lltlj&hfrdualﬁlhe
Eaa1 30 rmirnibes.
“We iralmed wall coming up 19
Thar Wiaterford gasmes and jusl
't parform on tha dane | dan
kreow wiaes thero & bét of compla-

Cancy.

“But you kined of hiree ta put that
afide when chamgicnahip
comes arcund. All v could do
wias take lpamings finom it and
S00 could we imphove gama by
game.”

And thary have; 35% convension
rabe mgainst Gabsary in Athonry,
B0% in the quarter-final against
Kilkenry, amnd 83% in s Sedr-
firkl Bgainst Galwary.

1 think wa're peakinig at the right
Brne; you don't want 1o ke peak-
rnu:‘ridl'.hrm Oibwiously, it

m Linda Mellerick

WEANT Qoo Gnough [Cormer-
shon), It v poor and that was a
major thing that we neaded to

Sa famniliar with plarying sither K-
keaniry or Galway in finals, soven
finals roached in tha past 10
WRErS Wik AGainet one or tha
atner, Watericrd pose soaalhing

ciiffemant,

“Tex b heariaal, | don't cass wiho
wiat'ng ploying. You have to beal
ayenything that's put in frent of
o bo win,

*The Kilkenny gama; it was a
poriocd doy weather-wise for
huriing, & great game. But you
ook &l the Galveay garmas, i vwas
shacking woatlver condithons,
and il was a casa of grinding i

ot
“WWalesfard vwill bring a new chal-
lenge. W just have to be pre-
pared, bt wa're concentrating
an cursalwes.
“Wa're knoking far a perfoem-
ance, Get a pedommance oul al
yaursell, gald a parlormancs cut
of tha bteam.. You jolb is ca tha
pitch; we nead 1o diciale the
styla of play and tako & irom
Hheanas,
Cork's copadience in Croke Park
miest count for somedhing.
“Ther 324 Tesw ypaarn vairer Diitleely
disappotnting. | think in 2021
Gakasay were the befler tgam on
tha diny
“Last year A coubd have gane
aithar way, Wi wan 2017 and
2018 by a poinit and Kilkeniny jus
L ik last yoar
“Ployars harvg mond sapefisncs
thiss year, we have thosa coleats
a;rgjﬂ'uatwdl shand E-D:E::H
“Tralring is very anjo i,
there's o good wariation, & good
bond, a good bt of slapging. it's
a happy camp.
"Thera's not gl Qoo OHmpes-
tan wathin the staming 15, 0's
willan fhe 2101,
Katrina gave up her pre-maich
ritals.
| kind of got rid of my routings,”
sho laughs, “They werd king of
suparaiitions, and they don'l do
woun any good really. You can ba
obsessed with tham and thal
kind of plays in your head.™




ovel final that
ork should win

Ger Lawton looks at some of the main battles that could play a key
role in deciding Sunday’s unigue All-Ireland senior camogie final.

SUNDAY
Gign Dimplex Al keand seri Timing & wamibser one bartte 1o dook aut for s the bastle of the numbes Hrian All-5ra
' ! 1ALmIEn alis) i it n anes. P, an sll-orar
mmlgmﬁaﬂi;‘;ﬁalﬁmd' a5 &l neminee in 2022, i in the farm of her life and even stepped with a nonster froe when badly needed
! - s O ! Tipp the kst day. Ay Lee harda difficub semd-Enal but the Cork captain is a key Cork player in

IT'S a senior camogie final with a dif-
ference.

Iri the seven finals that Cork have par-
ticipated in over the lnst decade, all woere
ngalnst either Kilkenny or Galway.

i's great for the game of camogle that
waterford are there and every neutral
supporter in the country will be wishing
them well.

[ can’t see them taking Cork, though.
Cork hivee tes muwch 1o oge, Waterford no-
thing, eoeept that when you're there Yot
Ak to wen it

[t's kearidest of all to lose on All-Ireland
final day and this Cork group has exper-
erveel that teioe in the past two years. 100
three In a row of appearances, having
gadie the difieult rowte i 205,

They won't leave il behind, OF course,
they have to be cantious, but on the flip
shile | think this game will ba Far mors
apen than recent deciders between the
irsditiomal finnlists,

Widerford could batten down the hateh-
ez of pourse, play efghtat the back, and bry
and bresl o Beth Carton, but | dan’t seo
that working for them over the hour.

With firee plavers back, Coek will botile
Carton up. | ihink Cork will go into this
panie mwre relaxed than receni Minals bart
mot complneent,

We cnn't tnke awny from Waterford's
Munster Championshlp win over Cork,
They deserved it; Cork wore extremmoely
disnppointing on the day,

A vweek bter however Tipperary smack-
ol them 4:12 to 1-8. We conld soo somo-
ilfng similar on Sunday if Cork click.

W know that Waterferd furned that
hunster defeat'on (ts head in thelr Abl-Tre-

Meabh Cahalane with youngsters at the open evening to
to playing Waterfard in the All-Ireland final at Croke Park.

{and semi-final clash, but Tipp wetd poor,
particularly up front. They relied com-
pliEtely on Cait Devane. i

I s hiurge grapes to be explodtesd in Water-
ford's defence, 1 see a lack of spoed in &
coupben] plavers, If lona Heffernan is still
ik, having mizsed the semi-final, she will
e & significant loss,

Watarford and Heffernan were keeging
thyedr cards very closs o their chest in the
baelld-up.

Waterford had just Devane to soriowsly
consider against Tipperary. Vikkl
Faulkner did brildantdy on her, and she
will give Katrina Mackey or Amy O0'Con-
o sticky aftarmoeon.

But Faulkner can't be everywhere, and
Caork will have just too much firepower,
Wivo will step the juggernaat of Saadise
MeCarthy, Fiona Keating, and Hannah
Looney coming forward?

How will Waterford deal with the subs
Cork have in Cliona Healy, Ashling
Thompsen, Orla Cronin, and Ordaith Ca-
halane, assining they won't start?

[ expect Laena Hayes tostart, Cork will
have just 100 much coming forwnrd from
midfield and wp front. particulardy when
thay bring o6 the bench,

Witerford won just four from 19 of thelr
opening half puckouts in the semi-final.
Cork will have a fleld day if that doesn't
Imiprave,

Carton s Waterford's superstar, has
Esen for many vears despibe being only 25.

She s a joy to wateh: Lining out at

j!i'l

meet Cork senfor camodgie players pricr
Picture; Eddie 0'Hare

eontre-forward for the semi-final, she was
back in defence so many times, as far in as
her full-back line, as Waterford struggled
to gpark e badl forward

a Waterford vi: that's not
good and Cork will take that all day long.

Carton will kave to stay wp feont if they
have any chance of winning, But whera
will the required supply of ball to her
come from, outside of Lorraine Bray who
is a brilliant midfielder?

Waterford will need a big performance
from Orla Hickey and from Niamb Eock-
eit, and Abby Flvan up front.

Someons will be ifically dentified
to mark Carton, possibly Pam Mackey.
Carton will score; great players do.

She coubd finksh the game with four or
five points from play, but Cork will have
just too much strength in depth, despite
what 1% sure to be a batiling opposition.

If Cork get the ball in fast, they'll sphit
Waterford. Get the mix right, break the
tackle, play off the shoulder when needed,
bart get the ball in fast

There are goals there. I think Cork's

forwards are ronning far better i antici-
pation of the delivery than they were pre-
viousiy.

They Kiew it's coming, and they have
that vard in front. Timing s ov hing.

Cork have a clean bill of healih. Add
that to their desire to win this title it's
hard to e anvihing but a Cork victory.

There eotld be nine or 10 points indtat
the finizh.

thits panel, We all know that goalkeepers have somany roles these diys snd this pakr are key players.

L ., e 2 Rl
The Tramare defender i the join-eldest member of this Waterford panel along with Niambh Rocker.
ogh were All-Trelan Enerenediase winners in 2005 but the Mercy Primary School teacher is playing
better than ever, Had the daunting assignasent of masidng Cait Dievarse i thee semi- final bus passed in
flying colowrs. Mackey i 2 six tine All-5zar legend of the game with five All-Irelands. Bring it on.

Nhatcan one say sbout the De La Salle ard Waterford great that hasa't been sali besore. She must have
1 exsension on her house for all the Player of the Maich accolades she's wan in het tme. She picked
up another ane in the seeni-final win over Tipperary, She's just brilliant. Give's likely 1o be picked up by
Kilbeagh's Lasira Trescy, two-time All Surwith Fouer All-Tredands in ber 128h seasen with Cork,

Afber bencling VWarterfard ta i namey defeat b Saumcday s e st yeas s AB- Ipelandd semi-final,
thee wefe memm&lwmmmunddﬁimhmhmmm@
' mwmﬁrmﬂm‘snﬁmﬂugi huzrers, Sean Powes has skenin
1ha rale Bike o duck to waten, Has a serious hackmom team oo ani knonws hosw 1o win Al refands,
Mbatthiw Twoaney knows nhat in's lke 1o lose an Al-Inelend finad row he wasnts o win dae, Had now
Déise hmfing boss Davy Fiegerld in his backnoom seam Lt yea now going B alone.

FT |



Hunger
game

Déise chasehistory,
but Cork on a mission
to end final pain

Pages 2-7

A5 5000 &s the draws werr made for the
group stages of the All-Iroland Senker Ca-
mogle Championship back In March,
there was a sense that season counld be
different from previons years, especially
arounl e make-up of the fnal foaur,

With Cork. Hilkenny and Galway lav-
ing dominated the last decade, with two of
those thrse teams contesting cvery ane of
the last ten finals, the group deaws cee-
tainly reduced the chiances of that so-
gquence of domination eontinuing,

With Galway and Cork in one group,
and Tjﬁerw and Kilkenny in another
group, the draw certainly opened up the
door for Watarford in group 3. who wene
pl:;‘t;:;!d alongside Antrim, Cifaly and Lirm-
orfck.

Waterford and Limerick had contested
last yoar's All-Treland quarter-finals,
while Antrim were coming with a young
team and Offaly were rebailding, but all
four sides competed in Diviston 1B of the
lempue during the spring

Having Cork and Galway in the same
group akeo added an extra layer of splos o
the championship, as one of those teams
wiik bound o emd up in the quarter-finals
Yo everything was thrown up in the air
when Wexford drew with Kilkenny in
thelr apening Group 2 game in Nowlan
Park In early June Kilkenny were ten
paints ahead in the 37th minute before
Weetford staged a remarkable comeback,

When Ttp%nml Kilkenmy drew in (heir
final game, Tipp progressed to the knock-
oul siages A% group winners, which meant
mmcnngu[:-:nd Cork in an All-Ireland
quarter-final.

When Tipp doew the £haort Siraw, A8 oniE
of the theee group winners (aleng with
Calway ol Waterford) to have to play o

eiarter-final as opposed to going stealght
I\ih_m“gh toon seml-final, Cork's tazk
waddanly got & bot tougher.

Aowein nat Kitkenny meant & seml-
final agninst Galway, & shde they had
struggled bo bent over the previous couple

HEIH.

hen Cork finally ovarcame Galwiay
oo wes s &g In Nowlkan Park, the sense
ol jubiintion amil relicd was olrelons

Waterford
no pu

Christy
0'Connor

s e

After so much heartbreak and disap-
pointment, especially having lost the last
two finals, Cork ave mow on the cusp of a
first title since 2015

Cork are on & mission bait 50 are Wiber-
ford, who are chasing a first title, and who
arg now appearing in a fest fnal since
FouE.

Having beaten Cork in the Munster
championship, Waterford will go into
sunday's game full of confidence that
thoy can finally end the wair.

When the sides met in last year's All-
Ireland semi=final, Cork had five points to
spare, but that margin didn't tedl the full
story of that match. Waterford led by five
points in the second half before Cork
powered on to hit the last elght poinis.

If any teams were golng to make the
breakthrough and break op that domi-
nance of Cork, Galway and Kilkenny, it
vk Always likely to be Waterford o Tip-
perary. Amd Waterford teok that huge
stop whan beating Tipp in the semi-final.

Tipp would have expaected o make that
jump first, -:sgm-l:hl * when thoy had
jotmed the bg thees n the st four [n four
of the previois five seeons.

Losing a filth semi-final in six yoars was
abmalutoly heart-breaking but Wirterford
vy even more about that Kind of acate
disappoiniment; ey hacd Jost fous Sue-

v AllIreland quorter-Minals befope
finally overcoming that hurdle and then
falling to Corlk in the 2022 semi-final.

“It's mearly ot Lo & Stage now whoro
teams are trying to get closer to Tipp, be-
fore you cin go after the big thires,™ sald
E_‘u‘.-m.-rrm:l's best player Beth Carfon, back

IR,

Mow that Waterford have gol up o that
Jovol, heating Tipp and finally breaking

are

hovers

through o peach a fnal, can they goto the
et level again®

Waterford showed against Tipp that
they were capable of turning trends on
their head. In their 12 previous league and
champlonship méetings over the previos
BEVEN SRASOTE, T:{{:p had won ten of thoss
matches, including three All-Ireland
quirier-finals.

When Tipp led by seven polnts after 30
minites, they looked sef to continue that
ol nanoe.

It would have been casy for Waterford
to think back to the Munster semi-final in
May, when Tipp hammersd them, bt
Widerford stormed back.

Led by Carton, her final tally of 0-8, 0-4
from play, teok her total to 6114 for this
=OAS0MN,

Carton is one of the best players bn the
countey bt Waterford have enowgh fire-
power right around their atiack to trouble
Cork.

They anly had four scorers from play
agalnst Tipp but Minmh Rockett, Abby
Flynn and Annie Fitzgecald have soored
eleven goals between them.

Mairéad O'Brien’s spoed and strength
= another huge weapon in the Waterford
atteck. Ralsin Kirwan and Anne Corco-
ran, who cama on in the semi-final, are
fwio oyore quality forwards who can't get
into tha starting shde,

This Waterford sguad has also been got-
ting stronger as the champioaship has
progressed. Captain Lorraine Bray has pe-
tnrnsl from a shin infury, Ouistnnding
centre-back Clisdagh Carrell’s heel prob-
fem has also cleared up,

Clara GriflTin is alss back aftar missing
the antire Munster champlonship with a
ek kpjurs.

Cark will elghtly be favourites; As well
s having come through an extirmmely
tough side of the dras, Cork Teave all the

o, espeecially ko fnals,
ork also have massive dopth in the
aquiad, atong with the hurt and motivation
fo rleht the wrongs after saving lost the
Inst tweo finals by | i B0,

Cork shou bl win, it they 11 s13il haove to

play poally wisll to da so.




All-Ireland Senior Camogie Final 2023

M

Has a twist of
fate brought
Power to his

Player profiles Therese O'Callaghan

Amvy Lee (Na Plarsaigh) ; _ . &
The number gne i calm under pressure, and confident (oo, Servid her time as resorve
--gmum.mmmdﬁmmmm:mmnhwsmnghm -
1he caplaincy last year. Her puck-out strategy - long of short - will be key.

Méabh Murphy (Ballinora)
Fast making a name for herself, She has alieady shot to fame with UCC in the

Ashbaurne Cugs Fitting in nicely to Corlcs last ling of defence next o mode seasoned
colleagues, Impressed upon her debut in 2022,

Libby Coppinger (5t Colum's)

Cirve of four dual players. Lined ou

1 i attack for Cork against Dublin footballers last
Saturday, Interestingly, she plays at different ends of the field in camogie and football,
Fills this important full-back position witth réal assirance,

Déise destiny?

EWIND 12 months.
~ Pamela Mackey (Douglas) Saturday, July 33, o
s Took a well-earned break recently following a long and ed career, but the be exact.
1 dufender is back doing what she does best. A great reader of t action, Youwill find - mmﬁ-;inhﬁmgrmﬂhu
. win-sister Katrina further up the field. ] it horme
s e Dlon s beisbnio
Miabh Cahalane (St Finbarr's) " o
™ Accomplished in both codes, she decided to focus on camogie thisyesr; Made her e seml:
*ﬁ senior camagie debut eight years ago. She plays vith a lot of determination, Her sistes A Waterford team hasn't fourdd to put them to the pin of
1- Orlaith - also a dual player - was introduced to noticeable efféct in the semi-final been to the last four of the ca- | thedr collar, you conld see
moge champlonship since there Was S0 g that
""1| Laura Treacy (Killeagh] 1954, And yel here they are ool bevary with that
- Another stalwart who has given outstanding service 10 her county, Most dependable leading perenndal :EH wmﬁ *1 said, ‘Nedl, | have a funny
#k » contre-back, Anticipates what's ahead, especially If she is sweeping which s Cork by three points 14 min- =Who knows why these one for you. [ am
i s pates fally g he IE:dah
A does brillanthy. If the numbers align, she could be marking Beth Carton. ““{.I“",hftfgmﬁ "“‘I oty R L E_giu hl" : in;tﬁ[ﬁd Ellja lﬁﬂeﬂmﬁ'dm: B‘“I"ﬂ!i -wil et
(_"q lzzy O'R [Ballygarvan] 11];&4:-_“11 l:nili'rrtllln]g pack. and get that extra couple of “Pﬁaﬁhﬂﬂdnﬁ.ﬂ‘mu}d
'::". A matural wing-Tarward, but who can also siot in comfartably at wing-back. Or, for that hnﬂhdm]n:ht?]g Imﬂ ﬁmn “m{;*ullhfmld;tht.t‘em E:'bﬂﬂke:?ﬂw H'H.ﬁﬂ.l dﬂﬂ.
; _r! matter, whenever she i asked to ling sut. Capable of scoring from out the field, she the 25th minute of the opening | a conversation over a cup of You are after ringing me,
LY epitomises adaptability. half, Their defensive bell tea atthe kitchen tablewhere ] | when 1 was going to ring you
lonsens a buckle or thres, zaid to Denlee, there could be | about it."
ﬁ Aaife Healy (Aghada) Cork. for whom thisisn'ta | something in this, maybe’, White Is co-owner of Arch
" 1 Anatural wing-forward, but who can also slot in comfortably at wing-back. Or, for that first rodes. find a few extra And then you forget all about | Coffes in Waterford city. The
mattes, wherevar she is asked to line cut. Capable of scoring from out the field, she gears. They find a few holes | L7 palr meet there at Ipm one
epitomises adaptability too. They raise elght white Life moved on. afternoon in m:mher. By
' flags without reply. Waterford Tuesday, September 8, Spm, they're still going,
raise a white flag in gallant The Walerfond camogie thrashing out the job and the
l/""\l Hannah Looney (Killeagh) surrender. hoard announce Derck Lyons | team at hand.
;_:1 Returned Last year after moving to the States in late 2021, The dual participant is As a Waterford ;{ﬁgmor has decided to step down after Dpe by one, Power went
=% playing as good as ever. The bigges the game, the more she contributes. Hor work-rate Sean Power is “gutted” for the | two years in charge. away and assembled his cast.
e is madsive. . players. As a manager, Sedn The Waterford (=711 Wayne Power was his coach
Power savs quistly to himself, mence their search for a new for the 7013 All-Treland minor
Chioe Sigersan (Killeagh) ‘1 think 1 can help here’, manager. The Waterford hurling success. Paul Flynn
Armang other things, she is noted for her booming long-range frees, and the e b iy Goard (ail] ek v veas hla slectar.or (he 2016
; : vacangy that Powsr knew of, Hang on a second now., 1 1i21 hurling trivmph. Philly
compasure she shows in doing so. Covers a lot of ground and in addition, can score There was nothing premeds- | sald a month ago that there Flynn is recruited as goatk-
from open play. Plenty to offer. tated about his thinking. colld be somethingin thisand | eeping coach. Former fﬂlawr
[t was slmply a case of book- | next thing the phone rings.” Shona Curran, after a lot of
Fiona Keating [Courcey Rovers) fng at @ team more intently He tells the board he'll have | hard work, Is perstiaded in as
pe A stylish and classy forward, with great ability to carry the ball Loves ba run at thie than he had done previeusiy i think about the vacangy. their “camogie specialist”.
opposing defences and is well capable of taking her scoves. Plays with huge energy and being absolutely certain | Power picks up the phone fo “Now we have i team and a
1 levels, there was more that could be | el White. They've worked plan.”
Eth:':‘ﬂ’til:.l with them. ik together with a couple of Omn Hmml}.l:: 2 he wWasan-
Saoirse MeCarthy {Courcey Rovers) “Cork came so close o - | teams before, Power as oun- noumnced as ths nerw Waterford
ning the All-Ireland last year. | ager, White as head of per- sETiiar camogie boss,
Usuatly found not too far away from her club mate Fiona Keating. Had the unigue Lust by  point. So for Water- | formance, Power taking over a Water-

--“umm-ummhﬁunmnm-mnﬂm o e
Sercha McCartan (5t Finbarr's) : - & Woterford hand
The Diown native moved to Leeside for work, and this is her second year lining out has never grasped the
with the Cork attack. Physically strong. she pitches in with important scores. A O'Duffy Cup, The
astignmient (o mark. ¥ county celebrated All-
]n:d jmljunlcrrnlﬂ.r:.r in 2011 ) '
Katrina Mackey (Douglas) ; " o - The margin of rﬁ?é?ﬂcﬁ ?hlp
Gives her teammates a real focal paint in atlack, loves quick defiveries. One of Corks « A first over final meet- Waterford's victory iriumph. A third con-
mast decorated players, Won her first senior All-leefand in 2009 alang with her twin ing of Cork and Water- over Cork in April's gecutive All-[reland
Pamada. Sl bowves ber camodgie. ford. A first final to fea- Munster guarter-final defieat tomorrow wodld
ture o county from oni- | at fec Ui Chaoimb. It was stretch thelr wait to 51X s,
Amy O'Connor [St Vincent's, Capt] sl m;lnugln';]hﬂhfe gince | Waterford's first ﬂmtimli!h"e the longest gi ‘-'-;iitnhﬂ'-lmim"
By at D, Fobe ok e, shis G o sccre heaidly POMGSS IEON! 1o aron I SO e DR o Ficlory e e s | Eowey o
ina row in 2002, A frst all- since the Délse's promdation Downey gisters and a few
L kil Tiph b D006 ; 2015, To do it on Cork seilonly | them af glory from 1883 10
Possible bench option Shinday mddid to its significance. 1
5 . Manager: Matthew Twomey [second term - il PoprEsenis
Ashling Thompson (Milfoed), Cliona et n:lnnuglas nﬂnl:-l-been ,nw":m, I Waterford's second - Cork's run of final - Points struck by
mﬂmhabﬂﬂml, Cirlay Crdsrvin " warious Cork senior camogle teams in diffenent ﬂ'#;l'ﬁr:h“ seniar | ‘I'}EEI;: rjatﬂnﬁ;::!-‘nrk_ mrhmﬁﬁ‘mw
- Haryes ; PPearanoe. GEHID GoIne Ty i
g,mﬁm:“&-‘“"h mﬂhm A ﬁ”"‘ﬁﬂtmﬂ'ﬂm He sutfered defeat Their first was in 1943, Cappo- off second best in the ol final wns:
(5t Finbarrs) - aithough dont be foes Kilkenny by hmﬂmﬂmﬁﬁ f.?:uuﬁtdd {ln::.;l-:: llwr}]ﬂnue.&-'mtrtm went Emjlw AlHreland !Ln;]; and GEInﬁHeul:r iswrw
: I - : up the road a8 chan- & last two Lepgoe our of thiose 8iX flngs,
surprised if one of these start. disappaintrsent to turn things anound. ploms -:-F:|: m 52 to 32 scoreling, ot {mlmnga pnl.'r"ib-ul:h davs

distinction of winning minar, intermediate and senior All-lreland medals in 2018,
Flexibbe in whene shie can fit n,




Waterford

manager Sedn
Power: This
team are the

ford Senior 1Eam Came A5 i

- Waterford vic-
tories this seasan,
firomn 1 outings.
Thelr sole disfeat of
. HEvwaEm 411 to 1-9veverse at
the handa of Tipporary in e

CLASH: Cork's Saolrse McCarthvy takes on Waterford's Codagh Carroll in
the Munster quarter-finad last April.  Pichwre: Brendan Mocan/Sportsfile

mmmm.t:haﬂ.armda
pbﬁm ciGrath. e

dﬂ-"
What he"s done 8 overses
Divisdan 1B ERCCEES

_ League
il o fiest AL Inelanid senlor

final 2 in T8 years
i ovory minuate of
this seasan, Tbu;a ing. bait
Bitipe "’E“u;'f'm“'“’}ﬁm:'m‘
i 1
arﬂéﬂ:rbd]m Talk about
being dedicated to vour canse

ather

Cork's semi-final win over
Galway. During fhis time, he
Tac six posscessions, an asslst
{or o Smolrso MeCarthy point,
and forcesd foue INrnoyers.

=“I'll tedl you on Sunday
evening ther it was the
right thing or not.”

Thitres the blgger plotare
too. Cam doesn’t have the
roots In Waterford bt s in
Cork and Kilkenny and Gal-

w%mu charged with devel-
oplng the game i the coun
realise the imparativemness
ca%mhsing on the
wall of inteérest that has flawn
from thelr semi-final win over
. Theey nessd to mar-
thedr keading lights to the
et peneration,

They e caught the atten-
tion of the next generation
They now need to lold onto it
b oy

group is ¥.
Leaving something behind for
Whterford, To see all the
}quuﬁﬂﬂﬂs that are mad keen,
and their heroes are tha Beth
Cartons and Lorrine Brays
and Rocketts anmd Abby Fivnns
af the world, for me and the
girle that is really satisiying.

“If wor caii Increase aur
player numbers in Waterdford
and wa can mitke the sport
stronger, then all of o swddén
vl have 4 sitnation wheee
b I 10 ears” time,
Waterford are oneof the hig
fontr 1m the camogic warld.

“If that comis tobe the case,
a Lot af it will be down to this

real surprise. The surprise = All thode things are infec- | group because they were the
was that it was the women, in | tious and make it easierto ones to Inspire thess coming
a1 and not the men in 2019, | come to training and matches | behind.

Tt ks now 14 vears since the | and potter around the couniry “B% oo danghter Holly s
Mount Sion man brought a for seven months af the year.™ | nine. These girls are saper-
Waterfiord 1114 Inarling team 1o Saven months of progres- stars toher, Her embracement
the final of the 2008 Tony For- | sion has fed two weeks of local of the game has come an leaps
rigtal ourmament. The frst frenzy. The message from and bounds this summer.
step on & fubualous journey. mansger to players was to go | That has happened through

Four years later, they won ot and embrace the madness, | this Waterford team, and |t is
only the county"s third minoer “We don’t get to teo many brilliant.”

All-Ireland. Three vears All-Iretand finals in Water- This Waterford team have
further on, they blitzed all be- | ford. That is an unfortunate womn L1 of the 12 leagoe and

fare them to secure a first U121 | reality for us. But we do love championship games theyve
All-Troland in 24 vears, our GA Bere and 20 when plaved under Power. Is there

The expectation within the | that occasion arises, it is diffi- | one glorious final chapter in
county was that whenever the | culf to Keep peple’s exoite- them?
senior management position | ment amd expectations in Ao weo up against iF
became vacant, Power would | check. Course weare. L an All-
b the e o 111 L “Da jock yourself wway | Ireland final. We are Water-

In Jumne 2018, Derok froem that or embrace the in- fonil At the same ime, we'll
pMoGraih stepped down, evitable? W have embraced el o wery, very best anid
Power, having done three iy imterest in bt in the county | hopefiully we are smiling on
years i the 1121 role, called becauwse it is all pood feeling: the far i

Munstoer sernd-fimal kn Moy = Percantoga
= Counties to have of Watir-
WO A Seninr ca = T se Hor 0wn ford’s clsnm-
All-Ireland: Cork (28), words, Niamh plenship
Dublin (26, Killenny Rockatt was bui | total to come from the stick of
{153, Wexford (7). Antrim (8}, a “haby* when Bath Cartorn. Watorford's
Tipperary (5), and Galway (45 called into the Waterford get- | to operaior ks pesponathble
_ np a fow weeks before the 2008 | 341 (1-24 from the bally
. Unanswoered points | All-lreland junior final defeat. | of her county’s 10-73. No ques-
hit by Cork inthe She = thesalemember of Sedin | ton bt Uiere 15 A 0ver-Te-:
final quarter of last Power's panal ]mtl':mu com- | linmee from Witerfard om the
vear's All-Ireland plete the setof All sl june | championship's overndl tope
semi-final apainst Waterford, | lor, intermediate, and senkor SENNEE.
Bakind by 0-10 to 0-T on-46 medals ihis weekens.
minutes, Matthew Twomey's .
i closed powerfully to hakd « Minuates Azh- T =T fnr-
their opporenis scoreless and ling Thompaon gest ever Adl-
i ont five-point winmers. gpent on the fiakd [reland cn-
at the end of mogie final

atternbanes was that which
wartchestd thve 9 dochdor b=
pween Galway and Eilkemmy.
That record will be smashed
this weekemd, a8 eoubl th
W0, 000 barrier.
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Player profiles Therese

llaghan

Brianna O'Regan (De La Salle}

O of the best when it comes to shot stopping. Her restarts aré an the money too.
Corworted a lengthy free from her awn *65 in the penultimate reund to push her side
theee chear. i

Wikki Faleaner [Tramaong)

A lion-hearted defender who is amondg the longer serving stalwarts within the Déise
camge Her hensics In Plevevkan Pail Im the semi-fmal lifted thi whose team. Captained
WIT o Ashboume suecess,

D't Feature in thesr semi-final triumph over Tipperary, instead management went
with minor starlet Laaise Forrest, lana has plenty of expersence (o offer having been a
regularin this area of the pitch for some e naw.

Kate Lynch (Gail i)

5o good at winning the dirty ball, and a vital part of Waterfoed's full-back lime Ons
Kate and the afedermentioned Falcones will be keyin attempding to limi the

inffuence of Arny OConmar and Katrina Mackey.

Keeloy Corbatt Barry (De La Salle)

Holds dowen the right-half back pasiticn with real sutherity, and having delivered a
Player-of-the-Match perfarmanoe in her club's first senbor county titke in 2022, the
defender knaws what it takes,

Cladagh Carroll (Gaillti)

it is rat that long ago Waterford shipped four goals to Tipperary inthe Munstor
sami-final - May in Tact. Waterford have tightened up considerably in thisarea, the
centre-back past pivatal indaing so.

Mairéad Power (Clones Pover)

it was the number seven who provided the inspirational mement inthe gere-final, her
goal befare half-fime ignited their challenge. Linkng ol amongsl the higher numbers,
o warders what her plan s for her fomomes.

Ol Hickay I
Equally at horme in defence or midfield, it could be a case of harsas for courtes this
weekend. Whatever assigriment she is given, she always does her best to shoulder the

haawy work Tar hes team.

" Larraine Bray iCappoquin, Capt)

& pure dynama for the Blue and White, Her éndless energy and enthusiasm is one of
tha reason's Waterfond ase In the biy showdown, Twice an All-Star as well. Sheor class.

Hiamh Rackett {5t Annes)
Apy All-5tar But o musch more. |15 ail of 12 years since Waterfioed won the Premicr
Junicr title, and Niamh was one of those heroes. Nobody would begrudge this attacker

'\ her day In the sun. Has overcorme adversity to give outstanding servicn (o the jeriey.

Beth Carton {De La Salle)

The ace in the pack. A househosd name, and extremely shibfuel. & Ehree-time All-Star,
sheis the beating heart that keeps this team coiming badk for mone, An stcomplished
free-taker too, she regulacly accumulates double figures.

Abby Flynn (De La Salle)

A varsatile player who can roam deap or naaner to the scoring 2one. Caught the eye
fram @ young age, scored v points Bast day out. An Ashboume Cup winner waith DL
mar accuracy and pace will be erucial if Waterfard are to emerge,

Mairéad O'Brien {Modeligo)

Anather declsive attacking position. Linking Py and showing fod possession M 25
impartant featuees of the game as rilfing aver thee scores. Went off a3 3 bigod-sub in the
semi-final, but came back on and made a goal-preventing Bock.

Rachapl Walsh [Butlarstown)
Could spend mane time in thep alf-farwand lire: Her job might inwobve moving fusthies
aut the fiekd than her rumiser 14 shirt might suggest The student is an All-brelard

Colleges winner,
Annle Fitzgerald {Gailitir)

. fooiballer of note. Having combined both, she ks warmby waloomeed back 1o tha

camoegie team and 15 a valuable asset. An athlatic player ywho abways delivers

Possible bench options Manager 5ean Powoer (first term)

Lanise Farrast Gailitiy, Clara Griffin 1 His big momenits already include leading the
(Tramore], Roksin Kinsan ' Waterford minor hurling team o All-lreland
{5t Anna’s) Anni Corcoran (Gailiin) honours in 2013, 1§ came aMera 65-year gag.
and Aaifé Landers [An Rinn). o e bre guilded the U215 to the peomised kand
Managoment may well opt for thres years later, The &4 million dollar uestion nen. Can the
e of these (o start, Maunt Sion ¢lub man end thes camagie vait?



All-Treland Senior Camogie Final 2023

Thompson: | want to
be at Darragh's level
and to be successful

SHLIMG Thempeon
goalesd o the festive
atmaesplsere that
prosied the Limerick
hurlers folloving their his-
farte four-in-ie-row a cobple
wieks mpo. She conld see how
gabecess does fndesd broed sne-

DRER,

Sharing the joy with hor
partner Darmagh O Donovan

Limorick s midfald work-
horse — it makes er only
faore determined to have her
o story to tell in Croke Park
¢lren 6.0 morTow oyen-
1.
Ll oven adobla (o easting
the odd envious glance his
wWay.

Thi= 2015 All-Irelnnd-win-
ning captaln, who claimed her
first senior medal 12 months
earlier, would very much love
pir feeid off the Shannonsiders’
hkstorie fent.

Bhe s fully recoverasd from
the ACL injury she suifered
alinast @ year age while play-
frg with hér club Milford. All
iheough that lonely road back,
ahe erofits the staunch sup-
pori of Darcagh, and the help
st received from the Limor-
ick hurling hackroomm team.

=t wis nice belng in the
winning Limerick camp,'” shi
sayvs, =T snppse i was thoe first
thirmee T got oppartinity o
b ot the celebrations, becnnse
other years, we miight be
aying the following week

Therese
O’Callaghan

ourseives: Thers ks always a
bit of jealonsy there foom my
and becaieee | want what Lim-
orick hnve, I've seen it the last
fiew vears with Darragh, They
have been so successiul. We
have been starved since 2018
*1 didn't meet Darragh until
1%, =0 we have yvet fo win an
AllIreland together in the
gamme year, I'ny obviously ex-
tromely happy for him. Bt at
the same time, | know wihat jit
iz like to be on the winning
o, 80 the fact we haven't
won for o long 15 a huge fctor
for mee gaking forward, and
there & a hnge hunger.
*Limerick have been very
gt fo e, The door is always
open 6 1 ever need theim on o
aff the plieh and they have al-
vays made that very cbear,
“Thelr physio Sednic
MeAnetiffe = my physio, Him-
¢l nnd Mark Melbourne are
the hemd physios with Liner-
ek, They helped inoore entice
recovery, They played o mags.
v part,
“shen | pot ihe injury, the

first thing for Darcagh was
who is the physio and where
do we gn, Tt was Sednie MeAu-
LifTe straight away.

“Darragh is such an kn-
fluenice on me; &0 gives me
the want to o at that level and
o be guecessful.”

High standaris have been
sl by the Doon clubman dur-
ing the past number of vears,
Diespite the demands, this s to
heot benefit oo, As o result,
she believes her own perform-
ances have improved.

= Ahsalutely. In my own
preparations, everything Dar-
ragh docs, b has passed on o
e | would say in the last
cuuﬁln aof yosrs my game hs
probably gone (o a new evel.
id;mlnhu: of It has to dae with

im.

=Yoot ses what it §s Like to be
o that =ide of 1t and they are
obviously af ile top of thair
pame. You sé¢ the way they
are looked after and their
structure, Hedoes s Lot for nie,

“Even down to supple-
rrveauts, Tt watild really look
alter me. Thore iz a complate
polar-opposite in terms of
piluti.'&r wellare between them
and ns.®

Rehab from ACL surgery
takes both patience and time.
Having won almost every hon-
gair in the game (three All=lne-
land club titles as well as four
with Cork and numerous
other pongs), we ask the 33-

Uy

M Murphy
R Walsh

M Cahalane
L Bray
A Flynn

C Sigerson
M Poweer

A& DYConnar
K Lynch

AlLes

L Coppinger
M Rockett

L Tracey
B Carton

5 McCarthy

F Keating
C Carroll

K Mackey
V Falcomer

B O'Regan

How they will line out

F Mackoy
A Fitzgerald

I O Regan
M O'Briem

A Healy
O Hickey

H Loomey
K Corbett Barry

—— et - e

L MeCartan
I Hefferman

=

year-nld if she ever contem-
plated retiring instesd of
facing the hell journey back
from such a horror infury.
Her response shouldn't sur-
prise. After all, this is the
answer shi: gave ina G&A
going into the final eight years
ago as to what her motto back

then was: "Start unknown, fin-

ish unforgettalile.’

“paot Frr m secemd did § think
of petiring,” she affirms. “The
first thought was how do | get
o the operating tableas fst
as | can, 1 was trying to-add op
the months and | knew thene
was a little window 1 might be
able to 5o o semi or final,

=[ seill waited antil | was at
thi nime months and sl
wraited before doing full con-
tact training. 1 didn’t go
against e ook, it was all
above board.

] have been extremely
fucky, I've had wo sefbacks
and recoverod really well 1t
was plain sailing. I wasasmall
hit of myaeif to %ﬂ:lﬂa
in the quarter-finad (v -
ny)"
Judgtng by the number of
salfies she posed for as o
graph hitnters — boys and
girls — awaited their turm at
the county’s neet-and-
last woeek, her pogitive .
sfom to Keap galng reamogie's
gain. Even if it isinteresting (o
hear one of the mosf recogmis-
abbe names in the sport, feared

M

Caway 1- 2 (o
Cork 3-19 v 1-10 Down
Ciare 0-08 v 3-18 Cork
Cork 2-14 v 2-13 Kikenny

-

Cork 015+ 206 Gaway

d k.

Tipperary 111 v 1-12

ghe mightn't slot back in that

enally.

“’I{E whobe pro-
cees was extramely diffienlt, it
has beon tough, Bot T don't
fis:l any different to what 1felt
last vear in ferms of fitting in
and being part of the geoup,
which was obvions]y b mass-
fve obstaele T thought 1 wouild
have to face,

“1 s likoe T have trained a
lot harder than 1 have ever
trained befopre. It was nice s
well to gel fime a st Kil-
kenmy and g bitof me against
Galway. There are other girls

(0-11 v 2-10 Waterford
oird §-16 v 0-10 Antrim --’

who never gat back (from that

i‘njuﬂsulcm'l

I have w thae
heads up, if they want to start
mciuthhﬂnﬂlnumdm
g0, Whatever is best for the
mln&ﬂmmm
that. I can't be h. Fam
Tucky b e here,

=T trust what they are doing
and thiy*ve done a great job.
Whatever they have in m 1
arn booking forward to it efther

“Emmlmsaut b fin-
als, the Red and White will
start favourites. However, this

Cork’s nerve should hold to avoid another final

Eoghan Cormican

1t waon't be until the Cork
fenm Bines op bohind the Ar-
tane Band at 4.52pm that we

know for certain whai 15
manager Matthew Twomey
has gone with and how many
of hiz All-5iar bench — ifany
af all — he has promaoted.

Cim abllity alone, Ashiing
Thoempson and Laura Haves
would be two of the first
names on the Cork téam
gheel. But do either hawe' a
filll 80 minufes in them given
their injury-disrupted cam-
palgns?

Laura Haves missed all
three All-Irckand series groap
games because of a broken
bone in her Toot. Since
relurning, she saw two min-
utes of (lse gquarter-final and
the secomd half of the semi-
final.

Ashling Thempsoen, nean-
while, only made her fivst ap-
pearance of the year when

coming off the bench in the
44th minute of the quartar-
final. Last time out against
Galway, she was sprung in the
J%th minuie

If Twomey goes with the
same starting 15 as he did in
the semi he gives Water-
ford an excellent chance to
both establish and assert
thamm}ﬁﬁ;ﬂﬂ;iira ﬂ.r;uni‘d:}nii
given i ate ol-
Jowing thay will have behind
them, the longer the Déise ane
in contention the more they
will beligse they can see tha
job oant B0 the finksh.

Twoniey has emphasised thie
need for finishers, but when
the oppasition are o team ap-
pearing in their first senior
final, starting strong and sow-
ing doubt as carly as possible
I nearly as importanl

Waterford's scoring load
will have to b sl more
gvenly than has been the case
up to now where Beth Carton
haz been responsible for 45%
af thelr total,

Cork centre-back Laura
Treacy produced a fine con-
tainment job on Carton in the
final guarter of lasd year's All-
Irlienad seani-Tlnal. -

But given Treacy's effi-
cieney in the holding, plus-
one, robe, ma il b
reluctant to aszign her a
ahndowing job.

Carton and Lorealne Bray
are the Waterford pair Cork
will lave concentrated on. Mo
bady links the play better thamn
Bray. Disrupt this pair and
Cork will dizrupt both Water

ford’s supply and their chiel
sooring threat.

—



Ashling Thompson: It will be a long time btfote | will think of hanging up any boots. The hunger never

away,

midfield supremo is around
far too 1o ke an ever-ifm-
proving Waterford for

granted,

“The fact we have gol over
Hilkenny and Galway, we can
Eake hinge confidenoe from I8,
Eut at the same Hme, weare in
A place where we can't leavi it
behind us. We have done thit
too many tmes in the lasg
rouple of years.

at's mod to say Wilerford
aure palng to be a pushover. IF

The scoring threats are
more plentiful on the other
zide. Inside forwards Amy
O"Connor and Katrina
Mackey have hit 3-20 and 3-
15 respectively across
Cork's five championship
outings. Ootside of them,
Fiona Keating, Saoirse
McCarthy, and Cliona
Healy off the bench can be
relied upon b0 chip in with &
scattering of white flags.

Cork held their nerve and
their compostire late on in
the quarter-final and semi-
final against Killkenny and
Galway, something they
failed to do in the last two
All-Irelands against the
same counties. They won®t

allow a three-in-a-row of

Minal defeats,
W Vendich: Cok I

we don't turm up, we will be
crying into our drinks again
arn nlght
“Weneary lost to Waterfond
Croke Park. We strabpied
ra . Wesg
nst thom a few timaos,

7 have beaten ws this year,
*Thoy are a team that are
Eemlﬂ!. Im they hal-';':uliﬂi-"-'.ll'l.‘-n
team (Tipperary) in my

opinion, who Wwere on form.
ﬁnfw madie it to an All-Ire-
land final, they are not thers

Picture: bddie (Y

to take part, they are there (o
win.

“We can't bet ourselves
down. We've struggled this
year more than any other year
v Been invalved with, But
wa have that hunger tostick at
kt, Game by gume, we ane fin-
ally our form. And i
has probably come at the right
thirie T8 will e a Jomg time be
fore [ will think of hanging up
any boots. The hunger nover
BoEs Away.”

Waterford can handle
the hype, says Hickey

Cian Locke

Waterford have managed the
All-Ireland final hype. says
Cappoquin’s Orla FHickey who
can't wait for tomorrow's All-
Ireland Senlor Camogie Final

“The atmosphere in teakn-
ing over the past 10 days has
boen great and we've re-
maimed totally focnsed on
training and nothing else”
Hickey told Warerford MNems
ang Shar.

s, there's a lot of exelie-
ment about playing In this
game but we're mainly fo-
caesed on the goal — to win the
All-Irefand — s0 we have fo
koop averything else to the
baeck af our minds for mow amnd
kebp on aves on Sunday.

“If e weren’t in the All-Ire-

Iand final. we wonldn't have
been talking to the media bnsd
week. But our aim every year
is to reach an All-Ireiand final
amd then to win it, so the press
stuff has to be done and we
were mere than appy (o do i
Since then, our todal focus hss
bean o the Cork match.

“To be heading to Croke
Park to play in an Alllreband
senbor fnal for Waterford is
just an unbeliovablic feeling,
Whan the final whistle went
against T . Beth (Car-
ton) was far from the ooly cne
aof % 51ruﬁglin|{ to find the
words to describe what it
meant to win that gama. Mak-
nrally, we're very proud of
carrselves and now we're &0
minutes away from poten-
tially winndng an All-Ireland.”

Who will be given

the task of curbing
classy Carton?

Elgine g
Ayiward g'.

Talking points

How will Waterford
handle the occasion?

If & week is n bong time in
politics, I'm not swee what 78
s in camogie is. but it 1=
1945 gince Watlerford con-
tested a sondor final, losing out
1o Antrim by 52 (032 By my
reckoning, have playned
in 44 Senbor finals since, win-
ning 23 Differing fortiines,
bt you need to beok at where
‘Waterford camogie has come
from in the past 12 vears to
fully appreciate this achiev-
ement. Having Ninally anmex-
od the Junior titke in 2011 at
th third time of asking, they
up with Inberrmediage
success in 2016 and are now
one Bour away foom securing
the county’'s first ever Senlor
tkile. Minmh Rockett could cre-
gt fer own Little Bt of histoey
by winning all three medals.
How Waterford lkandle an
occasion this seismic will be
crucinl. While they have ox-
porience of Croke Park, a sen-
tor findl & different. You have
all the added pageantey, the
parade, the President, added
b the cireus that can accom-

Theow are fortu-
feale their min-
apger, Sofin Power,
has giided the
Waterford minor
hurlers team fo
the cotnty's first
AE-Treland U
cessat that grade in
65 years in 2016, Ho,
of all people, will Know
how to handle the

(Ty)
of tha otcasion and the expoc-
fatiaon of a county,

Who will counter
Carton?

Bath Carton’s (phetansd) scor-
ing explofts for club, county
and college are one thing.
what the numbers don't tedl
w5 b thie Ehae D La Salle
star reads, manages and in-
Nuences games, how ler hirl-
ing brain is as phenomenal as
hier execution of the skills. She
often operates at & level above
iveryond else, Watch back the
goal against Antrim kn this

final group game, n per-
tly weighted lob of the

keaper, just one of her 3023
highlights, to date,
@ 13 a marked p

overy doy. as she will be this
Suniay. Who Cork choose to
pick her up will have a telling
infkencs on the game. It was
Hatie O'Mabony for the open-
ing 30 minutes of last year's
All-Iretand semi before she
was withdrawn and Azhling
Thompsen mtraducad., Laurn
Treacy pushed forward oo
mn rm;]ﬂr]jmm'rh
Paam S1TRNG dbeper,

Howovor Bath showed in
this year's semi-final victory
over Tipperary that she
egually as comfortable in her
o fill back line a3 she i in
the full forvard line. If she
canned gt on enaugh ball up
front or supply Is llmited she
is well capable of coming
deepor and becoming a play.
maker, Matthew Twomey may
choose o deploy someone ke
Anfle Healy totry fo curb Car-
ton's inflience. The emerging
dual star would seem jdeally
silited tofollowing Caurton and
being comiforizhle anyrwhene
an the field

Whoewver gets e task,
curhing Carton would goa
long way o g=lting Cork over
the line.

Bounce from the
bench

Matthew Twoamay has openly
mdmitted ke and his fellow Lo
lectors face & massive head-
ache in selecting their starting
15 =20 im0 15 Just doesn't
ko and realistically
Cork have an &m-
barrassment of
riches, a problom
they eoubd only
have doeamed of
wehen ey
strugghbed with
in_illriuslﬂah?
o A
= and Champlonship,
If youl can Hime a rm,
Cork have done it to perfiee-
tion, getting wvaluable game
time into the recoyvering
Thempson, Cronin, Hoyesand
Cahalane in the quarter-final
victory over Kilkenny, Thoy
were all introducsd agnin in
the semi-final and didnt just
add g ilme but con.
tributed io the end resull, ada-
mantly putting thoeir hands up
for seloction for the final.
Mone more s than the in-fomm
Clhona Healy who added two
puinis when introdiaced. Bt
nn impact bench comes with
its oom complications, These
mrg oo peti tive ethletes and
VYOI Waris bo siar &
final. Managing cxpectotions

and emotions fs 8 hops balan-
cing act.

The final camogie
deserves

All-Irekand camogio Mnnls day
is Hke no wther in Croke Park.
‘Wi might lag behind our

cotnterparts in terms of

mumbers and teked snles, e
W maee than make up for it
with a sea of colonr and o wall
of noiso. Everyona in the
crowd at a camogice final isa
participant and 1 fully expect
sunday (o be the best vot,

Extra trains from Kent and
Plunkett stations. quewes for
the turnstiles and recond-
trvaking attondances are
what olif game disorves

Mowlan Park was humming
iwo weeks ago for the somi-
finals, there were irdTic and
parking conundroms, there
wore hats, fags and hosd:
hands and thers was nokse anid
lote of it It was p privilege (o
sonse that excitement, which
has been missing from the
closing stages of Lhe competi-
tion for some years,

Waterford brought a hugo
crowd and wou conld fieel the
stand shake with each score as
thay reeled Tipperary in, Cork
too browght big numbers amd
phenty of colour and will do so
wegaiT.

So, who will win?

Cork are favour] tes and
rightly so, they have definktely
had the otpher rotite to to:
merrow's final. Desplie an
opeEning-round defeat to Gal-
way, they have pone on o de
throne champlons Kilkenny,
IfoEe turming the tables on
Galway at the fourth time of
asking. That they could have
won both games by a grenter
margin is both impressive and
oofperning = thoy wenea
betler peam than one — amnd
three-point winning margins
sugpest but thay pround out
victory In thght games. some-
thing thoy had previewsly
been failing todo.

Desplie playing out of Divi-
sion 1B and the seemingly ea-
gler ehamplonship group, th
win over Tipperary and the
Munster champlonship vic-
tory over Cork should give
Waterford every right 1o ba
confhlent. In!msu“ﬁﬁ when
they won tha Junkor All-fro-
tand in 2011, they donbbed up
with the Diviskon 2 Leaguo
title When thay won the Inter-
mdlinte All-Irelamd in 2015,
thiey did Ekowise,

8 yoar, thry have al-
ready caplured the Division
1B League title — comld the
Deise doubls be on apakn?



All-Ireland Senior Camogie Final 2023

Breslin: ‘Would | like the
interest footballhas? Yes,
ut our game is better

MUACHTARAN

TOFA af the Camoghe

Associathon has jusl

ey ddrered into o
debnte which could be en-
titled: "IF huirling s more loved
than men’s foathall, can the
e cmn b s abont cium-
e over ladies football™

Generally such curvehalls
are deall with tactically
through excriciating, defer-
ential diplomacy by presi-
denis, spcnotary pendrals or
chalrpersons of ninjor sports
arpanisntions — it that's naol
Hilda Breslin's style.

While a highly skilled politi-
cal and orpaniztional fipare-
hend -— this greal-grad.
daughter of Jim Larkln — can-
naM pass the opporiumity o ad-
dlress the guaestion of whether
[millies football recebves the
preafer bentions and affec-
tions of the female codes,

=Would I ke the intereat
foatbal] has? Yes, bat 70 st
always think of owr pameasa
better game, | think it'sa
hotter game to watch ancl
that’s no disrospect 10 Foot-
bill,” s the hoaokest and wn-
apologetic préesbdential view.

“Thev'ro different gome -
vou can't companne huring
aerdl football and §don't think
Vil CRTT CONpRATE |::|l'|'|r.l_|1‘||:"
and football — they re st a

lan
Mallon

differant type of pame and Lo
s that"s what we're going fot

we're poing for a gamd thiu
moves very fist and is very
skl

Indeed, as the meiher-of-
ane from Athy, Co Klldare,
explains, much work has al-
ey hestn doe and 15 con-
tinung to be revhesed durkng
hier Eerm fo change EH.-‘F:I'!]t'r'
thonas abont coamedic wiibch
she says is now a faster and
more exciting sport

“We redid our miles — 1'was
part of that three Years a0 —
and withoat doubt that has
changed otir part, It iz not tha
same sport that it was before,”
ahie explalng.

“There i% an element that
v must retaln theskill in tha
sport and you make 1t fastand
v are looking at onr playing
rules mgnin, and again the
focns will be the skill and the
speed of the gume, becaise |
think that iz often what drives
pooplo's inberest,

= von cam give them a Tst

skilful game. .. nobedy wantsa

gams which is particularly
phivslcal.
*There is physicality in ca-

moghe, absolately, but it can't
e the Ry aspect of the game -
it has o be ncldental.”

While she's at it, Hilda Bres-
lini alse believes that camaegie
{5 & more atfractive option
than hurling too, by belng hess
formulaic in it play and tae-
ties, for starters.

“In lots of wais hurding has
becomne slightly prediclabie in
terrmns of the puckoud, the drive
it chovam (approach],” shé 6x-
plains.

“Camogle has a lot more
inter-play around the feld
and 1 1hiink we've probably
driven the game to o very fust
and skilful, and if'we keep it on
that tact, that's the way for
ward fior "

There is real passion wien
the president speaks al her
sparl — as you would expect
from any sporting leader —
bt fi's that laver of calim éer-
tainty which Impresses moest,

This despiie playing catch-
up with feotball, where the
LGFA iz a bipger organisation
— 170000 peghstered members
versus e Camople Assock-
atbons 110,000 members.

Breslin believes such com-
parisons are not healthy.

Y] pertainly don't ses it a5 a
them or us.” when asked
about a perceived rivalry be-
tween the two s_p{l-:‘f.'a

“1*m a firm belicwer —and 1
was chalr of competitions for
5% vears — and 1 said this
pvery ime people raised
tadies foothall, that we need (o
stop booking at other people
looking over sur shoulder all
af the time.

“Heeanse if youd de that you
can’l move, youl' e forever
watching what someans else
is doing. F

“Ladies football is always

ing to have, 0 some Ways. a
Erfﬁ-mn: seape than s, It
very similar o lurling and
fisothall.™ -

But is there any truih in the
perception that the game is
played by two different typs
of women and girls, from dif-
ferent backgroumnds with con-
trasting demographical piro-
files, albeif two sports with in-
creasing memberships?

“Wou're not always going o
have thw mmi{ ;H."‘
agrees ormer Rildare
cannty chair.

“Ladies foothall his achiev-
e enormons growth o e
very falr to them, bt thit

ihoesen "t mvean that we can’l
achbeve growth-where ladics
foalball Thas,

=1t also doesn"t mean that
we can’t achieve growth
w‘rrr:zrerﬂlédjﬁmlhau hnsm't
achiey e

Ci . she points out, is
moving inlo nenw markets,
with eounties lke Donegal
Cavan and Sligo reporting in-
crexses in participation
numbers, &5 well as the gamé
OVETSEAS

An All Star trip to Canada
this summer to promote te
game in Morth America was

pulled eprlier this vear after

players to thir shibrd
run-in tima to the County
Championshlp season.

That incident appeared to
show adivide betwesn players
and the MGH, with the tour
ﬂrgﬂped and calls from a
small but voeal few on the
meed fior better relations be-
pween association and player.

“1 dap’t think it's & question
of rebudlding relationships.”

sha nsists.

A varied selection of ingredients mix to

Daragh O Conchdir

In the ever-increasing ora of
control, the personality of
sportspecple within a team
sir{iing iz becoming horder to
v b,

Mg croveds of children anad
mcdulis swarmed around the
players af the Cork Camogie
Grounds ahead of the Lee-
siders’ nppearance in the Glen
Dimplex Adl-Ireland Senier
Camagrie Championship final
apainst Wiaterford at Croke
Park tomorrow (Spm throw-
im, live on RTED, the varions
personalities shone thraugh.

Take Amy Loee, last veir’s
captain when they lost Lo
Denise Gaule's brilliantly-
prinded froe at the doath.,

Falling short in the lagi two
All-Irklamds and the kst four
national deciders strafght
doesan't weigh on her mind.
Helthaer does making a rara

error that led toa Galwiy gonl
i U sefrid-Anal,

It"s just the way she is
wiresl, Indbeed Loe b5 probally
mote stressed about how Man
Unbited will fare in the year
ahend, The Red Devils have al-
wiys been her club, even
though she lived in London
until she was L0,

The fact her family and
close-Enit circle of frbenids out-
gide the Cork panel aren’t
Gaalic gomes nuis might be a
contributory factor fo her
laitbeck natire,

=1 o home, my molher 18
like, ‘How is training?™ Lee
explakns. "1 be like, “Girand,’
anil ahe will say, Do vou want
gomeihing o en? 1 got fed ot
training," O up to bed. Hasn"t
a notion, Loves going o the
matcles Loves being o part of
the bure She can't amit to go
to thie All-Irelonsd Gnnl. She
won 't msk me about it What a
great way o ha?™

Laurae Hovez is another
with a confi cip rooted in
being able to put §F mll in

Cork's Emma Murphy, Fiona Keating and Laura Hayes celebrate after
the final whistle of the semi-final win over Galway.

proper context. Her former
manager, Paudie Marray,
opee eompated ler to Briege
Corkery. For sure, thero was
an element of that comin
from an ability to raid forwa
fromm wine-=-hock fe gl 8 score.
The mindset of absalute
seriousness while playing and
trnining belng coupled with

an ¢lement of what the 5t Ca-
therine's All-Star and grad-
uate of UEC s Guercus Tal-
ented Stidents” Programme
herzelfl describes a% a s0rme-
times chaotic approach to 1ifie
oyvond that, was implicit in
i compnrison oo, owever.

Acconding to Murray, it was
Fare for the kit van to leave

tralning without some jersey
or | y halonging to Hayes
having to be thrown in the
back, teft behind on the pitch
M%E L ulthm“- a
“That wo mie," Vs
ing Hayes, “1 wouldn't be
most organised. [ would be
o with the impariant
| like the pear bag before
the match, but I can be @ bit
chaotic at times. ‘

“1 Jove the pressure,” she
adds of what comes with an
All-Treland final appearance,
I love the big day. They are
the days you play for at the
ond of the day. You wouldn't
wanl to let your nerves affect
vl in those tiRves.”

Sorcha MeCartan is also
bearndng, completely sottled in
pow having made the transi-
Hom ﬁmnhmmvﬂnﬁ1m-z
hael ta it
corni 'panf’l many of her best
frieads for the Mrst Hme i I'J:!e

i $l.|:|£:!-5 of this year s
nonship. It wasn't casy

bait it was fine. And her form-
er teammates completely
understood her position.

A work placement brought
MeCartan to Cork and she s
now studying at MTU. She
transferrved to 5t Finbare's,
the travedling proving too dif-
ficult to sustain in 2021, An
Allk-Ireland winner with Down
at infermediate level the pre-
vious year, following in the
footsteps of her father Gre-
gory, who won two foothall
All-Irelands, it would he quite
a double to add & senbor mem-
ento with the Rebels.

Her nose ring glistoning in
the gun, MeCartan happily ad-
mits that not a bot of thotght
went into the tattoo inside T
Beft nrm that reads, ‘Dare To'.
The 11:11° stamp Instde the
right arm s different though.

“Bvery wish | made on the
thme 1711 just comms tre. Any-

time 1 s0e il on the clock or
whatever, 1 make a wish.
Peaple will think T crazy bat



“We have m very rela-

tionship and we A VETY
good relatbonship, and we en-
gaged with the GPA and on-
gaged with the players (o see
was there & window — there
wasn't a window for the trip
this year.”

As she observes from her
vantage pofal at lomornow's
Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Fin-
als, Breslin will take in pro-
cendings for the Inst time as
president — next April sho

first man to occupy the post in
120 years,

LONG with an ex-
pechbid 20,000 sup-
porters whio will

watch Cork take on
Waterford in a highly antici-
pexbeed 2erbor final, there will
surely be a sense of -
ament by the presidont as she
surveys tho scond.

make Rebels

they always come frue.
They're definitely my lucky
numbers and it worked il
now.”

It takes a big personality 1o
tnloe on the challenge she did
and the 22-year-old admiis
that there were plenty of

doabts.

“I'mitially I was wondering
was | good enongh. Then |
thought, "If I"'m not good
enough, that's okay.’ 1 played
against these girls in Mewry, |
knew that [ woulkd have a fight-
ing chance. Then 1 came to
praiming and 1 found out it's
pither slnk or swim o [ had to
Just pet with it

“Last yenr was absolutely
brilliant. I got to know the
glrls of a personal level. This
vear 15 just so moch sweeter
now that we are all bost
friends and it's such o nice

o B pars of,

“I'dl bowe nothing more than
to go with these gicls into
Croke Park, glve it our best

and see how e end up.”

Shei Bai’t the Cork prodotype
bt that is why Matthew Two-
mey was so Keen to add her
power and ball-winning to the
mix. Add the accuracy of her
shooting, from play and
placed , makes her an Im-
portant contribiifor,

*1 know I'm not 8 strong
runner 20 | have o play o my
strengths most of the s
ohveimely just trying to adapt
and wse my strengths when [
A on the pitely. 1 have becomse
a hit mare verzatibe. [ can't beé
as one-dimensional az | was

for. [ think it's just a learn-

ng curve, Liam Cronin has
tnght mee a bot and given me
pligEets to work on and so has
Matthew.”

Loe served a lengihy ap-
prenticeship under legemdary
goalkesper Aclfe Murmay and
the Na PFlarsaigh netminder
was champing at the bit when
the time finally camo to step
into the finld.

Clare's Sinead 0'Keefe (Premier Junior), Tipperary's

(lakre Stakelam

[Premier Junior), Camogie Association president Hilda Breslin,
Waterford's Keeley Corbett-Barry [Senior], Cork's Amy 0'Connor
{Seniar), CFO of Glen Dimplex Group Yvonne Burke, Derry's Aine
Mehilister (Intermediate) and Meath's Ellen Burke {Senior]) at the

at the finals lawnch,

As terms of olfics go, this
hias beon one which started off
with o remote coronation dar-
i covid thmes ard will sl
with the exteaordinary first

towards the integration
of the Camogle Associntion,
Ladies Gaelic Football Assock-
ation amd the GAdA

In betwoon (here has been
the expansbon of the argani-
antion as & highly valuable
commercial usiness, one
which now boasts a snite of
Hue ribband sponeors nnder
thie top-tier partaership of
Glen Dimplex and co-owner
Carmel Madghton, through a
multi-million euro fve year
deal. Almaost €3m o comnker-
cinl revenues e now roc
dribesd AL the body through o
portfolio which Includes cor-
porate heavyweights Allinnce
and Electric Ireland.

Such growth has been ey
atedd through a commerelal
agreement with ihe GAA —
the Camogle Associntion re-
talns the services of Croke
Park's commencial feam, led
by Pater MeKenna, fo masage
LS rﬁ::ﬂmﬂp affabrs.

higgesi businessactiv-
by of all ks yet to come, how-

ever, with the merger between
three main Gaelic games

will harew ifs pkan in
next February — to be part of
what will become the biggest
and most powerful sporting

faof all — uneder a "Cne As-
soclation” wnbon of alimost ome
million members.

When askexd if he has any
fears around the merger, the
president respands with optl-
mistic certalnty, but then and
very interestingly, checks her

Picture: Dan Stersdanlegho

answer skightly.

T be absolutely honest
with yau, Ddon’t have i fear of
integration,” she bégins.

“I suppose 1f there was a
fear, miy fear is that there isa
window af apportuntity and i
that window passes us by, in-
tegratbon will not come and
that's a feur to me because the
§ wihll not grove to o level

they shaould grow.

*Then we will not have an
association that wie can truly
say is oneasseclatlon forall —
I think ihat's my fear.”

ke msject fof the
formative steps of integration,
says Breslin, is the caliline and
guality of those charged with
pltting the varions Kingdoms
together into one empire.

I woul dio It proper]y amd
vl hove guality people you
have nothing o fear.” she cone
tinnes.

=IF yau o in with ngondas
ard hidden agendas that’s
whire fear comés. We must do
this properly and lay our
canbils o thee talde and i we do
this fior the of every body
e have ing to fear.™

With the desice and the
right atthixdes from all por-
ties, Breslin belleves the
whole process can be oom-
pleted by 2026, by which thime
iha then former prealdent will
ham‘l:“wdasimnmm role
in ing history.

Tomaorrow's showpiede Sen-
for dechler between Corkt and
Waterford for the Seaghan
O Dy Cup, will be preceded
by Meath vorsus Derry in the
Intermediate Final, while Tip-
?ennr and Clare fght it out

or the Junbor title with cover-
age on The Sumday Game Live
starting at 1%40pm on RTEL

roar loudly

1 was ready b0 go, Acdfe, the
trainfng with her was savage.
Thers was 50 muach to learn
from her and she was 0 en-
couraging all the time,

*1 wa= only young when |
came on the panel. [ came
from nowhere. [ made one
year minor, My comogle has
come on massively since |
came on boand. Even my game
play. [think Avife et down
some ground rules for goalk-
coping and it's niee bo carey
om. 1 don't think msany coun-
thes do whit we din, [n formes of
distribution, we do what the
miéen o with the 15th player. I
get the ball back a lot.

] love it Hack in the day (8
wans pulck the ball sind hat wis
it, Mow yvoun aro startimg al-
tineks all the time. Whon we
playved Kilkenny in the
guarter-final, Loura Treacy
hit & ball back to me, oul 1o
Flona {Keating), then inko
Amy 'Connor nnd into th
bk af the mot. Thres or four

passages of play that #aried a
way back. are the days
whirre the ball ks just planked
there"

Hayes" Involvement was put
in doubt when she broke her
food but twh strong substitoie
appearances in the knoclkout
vietories over Kilkenny amd
Galway make her a strong
cantender to play an even
bigmer role temorrow,

|E|~I_1'Lr‘.|.;'.|mallh.-. e wera toeld it
could be at least 12 weeks bot
i fatrness | can’t say emoudh
abont our physio Donal OS50l
livan,” Hayes declares. “Oh
my God he's unbelevable, 1'd
zay | had his head wrecked. To
b Fale between vz wa just
warked hard and tried to 2ot
hinck... [ fenl god now.

1 just tried to do whatiwer 1
could. | was down In the
axveen chamber In Bandon,
and we have a river hegichs our
Totase, 1t's called the Henling
wWaters so [ was dowmn then: as
well.”

Two sides who know
each other very well

it ._ 1
deTae! s
[ Drpe, brrermadioe A3-Ireland
Chompimthip: e

Daragh O Conchiir

These are two teams with
1.1:?‘ simblar profiles. having
had a bricf peciod al senbor
lewel after All-Ireland inter.
modinie swocess in 2002 and
2017 respectively and thon
emfuring a rebulbding phase
upan their relegations.

Derry had fwoe Years at
the highest grade before
making the drop but the
rules had been clanged sur-
pofuding Bewenmers bring
given a yenar's grace by e
time Meath made the step
up amdl ihey fell thimich the
teapdoer at the end of their
only senson at sonior.

In the meantime, they
have both endured plonty of
geml-final heartbreak 1n

thelr bld to return to Croke
Park. So there s some ro-
demptlon in finally getting
over that hurdle but only
o af them will enjoy tho
ultimate satisfaction of get-
ting their hoamils on the Jack
cGrath Cup and celebri-
ting & refurn (o senior com-
pedation Next year.

This 13 only Meath's sec-
ond ever appearance in an
intermedinte final, while it
g Derry’s third. 1t 15 4 very
difficali game to call with sa
much rpericnce ln both
sguads, even though o
number of legendary Mgures
are no lopger invalved,

Both teams compeled in
Division 24 of the Very
League and Meath®s two-
peint victory over Deery s
the final round earmed the
Rovals o berth in the final a8
thie expense of the Ulster
gide, They came pway from
Croke Park without the sil-
verware however, Kercy
prevailing by the odd poini
in 27 In o remendous gome,

The teams have been of-
arating in the same thers of
Lgsgue and Championship
over the past 81X SeAsSONSs
and there Bas rarely been
mch betwesn tlienm. Thare
iis no reason o expect iy
ilikng different with shiver-
wire ait stake e,

Tipp stand in way of

Clare taking next step

F

I:,Lg-'l,'.-nn.',.:u Prorroar Juracr - [relang
Churmpoestap fral

Clare v Tipperary
Tomitrraan: ﬁ;;h-hLL'r_‘-nn

TW: RTE2

Daragh O Conchuir

The second teams of Clare
andl Tipperary do batthe for
the Glen Dimplex All-lre-
Lt Promber Junbor homns
LS,

For Tipperary, dean
Kally, Claire Stakelwm ans
Jmny Grace huve exhiblied
all thelr ability amd experi-
ence to get to this junciure
with Helly in partieular, fn
autstanding form, scoring
©7 ag Tipp oversame Hos-
common to clenr the penul-
timmeate hurdle

Amazingly, thié formar
senior forward is respid:
|t for all 10 af her slde’s
goals i the Champiehship
il gl ot her threat

will surely be a priority for
the Banner,

Tt wamn't all aboiad the at-
tack, as Ciara MeHeogh's
nullifying of Roscomman
danger-woman Shauna Fal-
ton was o ey ingredient of
the triumph. Clne wers de-
nied by a paint al the end of
two periods of extr time in
last yoar's semi-final by
oventual champlons An-
el and miter winning the
Viery League Dvision 36
erown — the second ter for
second-siring teams — they
madde short work of group
apposition to return (o the
knockout siages, belorse
beating Cavan and Ar-
magh

Cacimhe Lally and the
oxperienced Laura Mokda-
kol form a formidabbe de-
fensive spine, while Car
meirdly, Loarghmamee s i
via Phelan are consilerable
allensive threats and Claro
have clearly learnmd ta
chase oul very chose mamdaes,

They sure sune to be opti
misthe about sealing the
peak bt 5o will Tipperary,
given the proven artillecy
they possass nlso. [T prom:
ises to ba o hingely entor-
taining opeening o the ks
earnival of camogie.




All-Ireland Final

[transition year] in echool and Beth was in
lifth .Whmiﬁu‘mﬂul age youdo cve-
- mhﬁ;ﬂh: of yourteeth,”
O'Regan and Carton have been close
friends ever since O'Regan's world was
turned upside down, In 2006, when she

was just seven, her parents, Bryan and Jo-
hanna, and her 21-month-old sister Niamh bhad days just match, FHOTOGRARHS: BEN BRADVANHE
were killed in a fire at their family home, On the ¥

Brianna and her brothers Clan and Aaron have to mmuim

managed 1o escape. have good people i . In the middie of the season.
: Th!lh;:«:-sihljngs went to Hve with Bry- m&;c:u:mmkﬂﬂ which cap-
an's parents, Patrick and Joan, around the you and they're proud of tures the lunatic schedule of a dual player-
mfmmﬂﬂh.shrgrmtmhf]Mt'm mmnﬂﬁerwht 'Iminlmr!uun;r:l?pm'ﬂ!“h‘s;:
brace. The Cartons were steeped in De La wrday for a football championship ma

Salle and Brianna was taken there, by the



[8yearsof hurt

Denis Walsh

Tomorrow, the Déise will
contest their first senior
camogie final since 19435,
Their players are glad
they've stuck it out till now

uring the 2008 championship,

when MNlamh Reckerr was jus

14, Waterford bnvited her 1o join

them. They needed plavers to

fill st 15-a-sicle training match-

&5 and, in their shallew pool, any qualms

about Rocken’s ape were tranguiltised by

herbrilliznce. At the time it gave her condi-

tional status on the panel. On match days

shé had a jersey but no prospect of playing.

Thar changed when she was 15. Waiting
any longer would have been ridiculous.

Waterford reached the jundor All-lre-

Jand final in 2009 and Offaly beat them by

frife poings. A year later, they reached the

Camogie final
previews

By Daragh
0 Conchuir

Sunday

Glen Dimplax All-treland Senior Final:
' Corkv'Wateriord, S5pm
Therewill be anew energy abowt the Glen
Dhimphex Ali-Ireland senior final in 7023
with aunique pairing of neighbours and
keen rivals that have crossed swordsan
plenty ol GECESEINS in FEcent years,
Wateriond goin&s underdogs perhaps
bk after securing thalr first triumph over
Cork since retlarning to the top gradein
the Munster Championship this year, By
-.-.rl'lluwmt - by Sean Power, th the
i of, they wan
'u'eryi_eg.?m Dvision 18 crowmn witha
degresol ease; Thelr progreds throaugh
the group stagesof the Glen Dimplex
All-irefand Championshipwas similarly
without fuss but their All-trednd semi-fi-

w e N e

fimal again and Antrim beat them inoa re-
play. That was their station, lecked in
camogtie’s thivd der. Over the previous 20
years Waterford hod won six senior Al-lre-
lands in women's football, and contested
another three finals. The comogic feam
lived n thedr giant shadow, unnoticed, or
seenafaglance.

Tomarrow, Waterford will convest their
first senbor final in 78 years and, inthe slip-
stream of thar momentous breakthrough,
Rockert will attempt to become the first
Ehg‘ar in the game’s history 1o win All-lre-

ol at all theee adult Lo, iider-
mediate and senior. Along the way there
was I signpost (o here,

“Gening over that semi-final this year
meant 3o maeh. 1 swear,” che says. “1vhink
we celebrated as if we were after winning
an All-Ireland, People were saying ibwas a
bitover-the-top maybe, bt 1 just meant so
muchitous”

Mothing had come easlly. After they
voon the intermediate All-lretand in 2005
Waterford managed to win just one cham-
pionship match intheir first two sensons an
senlor level. In their first year Waterford's
scaring difference in the round-robin
stage was minns 38 a year laver it was mi-
nus 54, When they mastered qualifying
from the group stages, they lost four quar-
ver-finals inarow. All of their learning was
inahard schoal.

“The difference beiween intermediate
amd sendor “t:smm- Wit I-lm*:&ﬂcwm
VErY Eren, n-c:u'E yiEars Y gave
i & fair few beatings. Dther tsams pave us
beatings too but § just remember Galway

SPESSRL S AR

nial defeat of Tipperany made up for tha
Lack of drama up to that paint. They went

| intrailing by just one and at the final

| whistlewere ane up.

| Brianna O'Fegan, who has been ane of
tha country's tep goalies for a nurmber af
VBEIS MW, awhopping point from
afres onber own 65 Vikkd Faulkner,
Lorraine Bray, O'Brien and Seth Carton
finset) were others to provide huge
performances. Cagtain Miarmh Rockett ks
aiming to join rare i not exclusive compa-

| vy by ancleding & senior medal to premier
untor and intermaediate mermenioes won
i 2001 and 2015

| Cork regresent serious opposition and
have endoubtedly come thraugha mone
rigarous path. They came out an top
against ehasmpiors Kilkenny by a point in

| the quartar-fnal, and League viclors

| Galway by threain the sami-final.

Theretusn from injury of Ashling
Thommpson, Ol Crondn, Lauea Hayes and
Oriaith Cahalame 2t almost the same time
a5 the knockout stages of the Champaan-
ship got under way has suddenly ghven
Matthew Twomey real depth.

Wit frie-baking has boen an issue,
shipper Amy 0'Cannor has been dong
wallod late and is the third laading Scarer
everall with 3-30. 3-T from play. Katrina

.."T-I-l'\"---'

really. really taking us to the cleanersupin
Athenry - some really heavy dr.-re-:u._l
think theres still a bit of FTSD from that,

Donal O Rourke is coach tothe Cork sen-
jor hurlers now, but be was manager of the
Waterford camogie team when they found
awayiostand . Rockett renvembersa
Munster championship mateh against
Cork sduring O'Rourkes time when he
winted (o make a statement.

Familiar comforts

Waterford had home advantage amd the
managerinsisted they take the game out of
the familiar comforts of the WIT Arena
and up o Modeligo, a small club nestled be-
tween the Knockmealdown Mountnins
andd the Comeraghs. He wanted them tobe
awlkward and bolshie

“It's in the middle of nowhere = up hills
and down hills,” says Rockett, “He organ-
{ged bagpipers and he made sure there was
a bit of hype lar the match. He made it ks
a foriress, All the lecal people came out.
Thar was the first time there was a really
big crawd atone of sur games, People real-
Iy ik notioe. They beat us in the end but
he reallyspurred us on. He taught us boads.
He st the foundatiens of professionalizm
fnour setup,”

The team kept changing its skin. When
Warerford won the intermediate All-Ire-
land in 2015 Beth Carton and Briznna
o wiere the whizz kids, young and
daun

=Looking back oot mow, D'wish | apprea-
aived it miore,” says O’ Regan, °1 think it was
Beth's first year as well. [ was in TY

e o —— -

=3 = Tt

| Mackey, with 3-13, is only four poinis shy
| of the Champlonship’s Leateng sconer
| froem play, Tipperary’s Cait Devane on B-B.

hand. “Camegie kind of saved my life” she
| a couple af years ago, °1 fall back onit
Il sl it was abways there for me.”

3 wias immersed in it. Her father,
Jogy Carton, hins been a well-known coach
in Waterford for decades, and he was in
fhﬂgﬁ of Beth and Brianna’s team in De
La Salle. For a young child there was com-
Fort in being anthe hieart of somethi

"1 was young and at the time 1 didn’t
know the impact [of losing my parents],”
says (¥Regan. “Then you get older, and
these big games come along, and you sée
everyine with their parenez... Yoo kave o
getup and get on with it. Obviously you'll
have good days and bad days. (i the bad
A BE1C G el s o o
you have people a you a
they're proud of you, no matter whar.

“It had a big impact on my life, Camogie
was severely important. Just having that
outbet, 1 you're havi a bad day, you can
{;J:ti‘.aﬂﬂumiphy and forget about every-

ng.

Jnrﬁ;nrtﬂn turnied her into o goalie the
year they won the Féile in Waterford. She
adlidn't like ioan the start, but as time went

starounding newcomers beirng gheen o
year's grace by the time Meath made the
stepup and they fell through the trapdoor

Amy Loe has made the goalkeeper’s at the ond of thelr only seasan & Senor.
| jersey her own while Libby Coppinger, This is only Meath's second ever
| Laura Treacy and Pameda Mackey are appearance in anintérmediate final, white
| tremendous defenders. IRistherunning | itis Derry’s third, Antrim b
| power of Saoirse MeCarthy, Flona s strong for the Oak Leafers in their
Keating and Hea'lher Looney maiden dppearance in 2001
| thatis amang Cork's groat- Aine MeAllister and Aoife
| estweapons, however, and MiChalside arz the
| they will Lock to break the survivars from 5
| oppasition delensie i 2 Last trismph 11 yéars
; linestocreate an E } ﬁ:‘; e “”Aﬂ::“m can
load s aften as an Minogue.
;fgmf. Lot § Slaire Colfey, Ellen

if the weather co-opér-
ates, this could bea
high-scaring tussle.

Glen Dimplex A LlL<Ireland
| Intermediate Final: Meathy Derry,
2.45pm
These are bwo tearms with very similar
| profiles, having had abrief period at senlor
Lewel after All-ireland intormediate
| succead in 2012 and 2017 respectively
| and thenanduring arebuilding phase
| upan their relegations, Derry had Bao
| years at the highest grade before making
| thedrop bul thierules had been changod

Burkeand Amy Gaffney,
Bath teams competed
in Division 24 ol the Very
Liagiee and Meath's
bwo-polid victony over Denryin
the final round earned the Royals

| & berthinthe {inal at theexpense of the

Later side. They cames away from Croke
Park withaut thi silveraare, however,
Kerry prevalling by the odd polnt In 2T ina
tremendous game,

Derry came Ehrowgh the group stages
of thie Glen Dimplex Chamiglonship
without amy bothear but tbooked ta be in for
mare semi-final heartbreak when they

on sl wid 0o 10 bs -
senson she'sin Pﬁnr:m_ e
Source of conflect
Are they better than bast year? Without
question. Among other things, Annie
Firzgerald came back. She was A Teen-
r when she broke on 1o the tenm in
2008, and was a fxture in te starting 15
far the next three vears. Then she ook an
Erasmus year in Cyprus ag part of her lin-
guistics degree in UL, and when she re-
tirmed she committed 1o the Warerford
foothallers for ayear.
Dl players have been a source of con-
flict in women's Gaclic games for years,
butin Waterford there was no recent histo-
ry of the practice. With the Blessing of the
W sERior rs, Firzgerald mried it
Bemur:hdmil_. FAand the Camogic As-
sociation the [XTUres programmes ane
barely on speaking terms. Flu,liern]d.
mnlxgﬁl,wu fucky., In the course of the sea-
son, there were just two head-on clashes.

For the first, she wene with the foothalbers,
far the second she went with the camogie
team. On both days, the other team won

trailed Late o to Kilkenny. This tirme
though, Aalle Shaw cormerted a fres to
bring them level and with McAllister kn
inspirational farm they made the most of
igkra tire with six consecutive points to
sacure the verdict,

Meathlost bo Westmaedihin the grosp
stages and had to play an All-Ireland
guiarter-fanal but that rmay have been o
blossing, as they conceded only four
{ paints In the second half to win by sk
That sefup a rematch with their Lakeside
melgihbours and this time, it was the
| Greens that took the spoils, o oM from

Gaiffrwry on the hour ensuring gualification
after a tense and fiercely-fought bettle.
The teams know eachother well,
| having been aperating in the same thers of
| League and Champlonshipover the past
| sixseasons. There has rarely beenmuch
| birbweoen them: expect the same today,

Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Premier Jundor
| Final:Clare v Tipperary,12.50pm
The day's begin with the first
af tvea all-Munster pairings as the second
| tearns of Clare and Tipperary do battle for
| the Glen Dimplex All-Freland Premier
Jurnsr anours.
| Tipperary had far too much
| for Wickkow and Cavanin the round-robin

s

| camye down 1o Limerick for s camegie
npictship masch the following day [a

“2mile journey). One of the girls drove

et Lt nai o

mich, but [ was pem ]

game. The girls tell me I'm N"Wi

Uintillast year, Witerford "Twanan
All-Ireland quarter-fnalin 62 years. i the
semi-final, they led Cork with seven min-
utes 1o go and couldn’t see it through. This
year, they trailed Tipperary by seven

tsin the mnu-ﬂui midway t
the first half, and all of the strides they be-
lbeved they had made under new manage-
mﬂi:;ﬂ.l]‘ﬂ:uﬂ-lﬁ,‘:ﬂh;m' - I

"We went away froem our principles in
thﬂmmrﬂﬂlilrﬂw w’w "
says O Regan, “Butwe bad botthed the hur
from last year and said 1o curselves tharwe
can'tlet it slipaway from wsagain,”

“Mo one panicked  says Fitzgerald.
*We all knew what we were doing. We
trusted the players arownd us,”

Seidin Power took over this year, with the
former Waterford hurler Faul Flynn as
part of his back room team, In hurling,
Power’s repatation preceded him: he had
coached Auwstin Gleeson's generation to a
minor All-Irelnnd 10 years ago, and an up-
der-21 title three bater. Power amd
Flynn, theugh, had sever aAcamo-
gie peam before. T‘hr.irmrrcru Menl was
e 4 Just a8 8 coup, but an expression
of escalated ambition,

“There's been & massive improvemens
in 12 montks,” Recketr. “Everything is
meticulous within ‘our environment.
We're not beft wanting for anything. Any-
thing we wane we can get.”

Rockett played when they had next to
nothing: no post-iraining meals,

n expenses, patchy medical back-up,
hazy prospects. In the middle of her ca-
reer, she had every reason to quit. Her
knee caved in and it took three surgeries to
ut it back together. Afver 14 months, she
ad 1o learn 1o run again. That was eight
yearsago. .

She kept going, Fifteen yéars. Now this.

Imengine,

i, i RIS
stages of the competitian. scoring B-31 in
those two outings o advanse bo
semi-final. Jean Kielly, Claire Stakeium
and Jenny Grece have exhibited all their
ability and experience toget 1o this
Juncturewith Kelly in particular, in

cutstanding form: snufiing out her threat
will bea for the Banmer.
Clare ware el by & paint at the end

| of two pericds of extra time in last year's
semi-Tinal by eventual champlions Antrim,
They havehad the leokofa pona
rmitssion all season and Sarah Loughnane
seored Daogoals inthe quarter- final
defeat of Cavan which brought them back
to the penultimate stages, WErE
irvolved in 3 nail-biting afi air against
Armagh, trailing by five points at the
three-quarter mark, but fouwnd enather
gear and some fabul ous paint-scoring
fram Loughnane and Grace Carmody Saw
them advance by the minimom.

Caoirmhe L,aller.l the EAper
enced Lawra McMahon farma idabde
clefenshve spine, while Carmaody.
Lowsghinans and Olivia Phelan ane consider-
able oflenséve threats and Clare have
clearty l=amed to close sut very close
games, They will be optimisticabout
scaling the peak but sowill Tipperary, and
sormething will have to ghve.




EXCLUSIVE L,
INTERVIEW ’E"' '

ERE'S somethin
know about Hil

ather was James Larkin.

Irish republican, socialist and trade
union leader, the man who drove the
Dublin lock-out of 1913, Larkin made

and conditions,

a stand with workers over pay

s well as their right to organise, a stand that
gained global coverage became &
mament in Irish history.

On the eve of herinaumralimasgresmmpl'
Association in 2021, Breshn
Jim® and his sister Delia
founded the Women's Workers Union. Her

randfather ‘young' Jim Larkin took up the
aton in his own way, hecoming a Labour Earty
leader. And his
dauphter Hilda Larkin-Breslin - her mother -
became ‘invalved in SIPTU and active in sel-
ting up centres for the unemploved in Kildare

the Camogie As
recalled how ‘Big

politician and tricle wnion

and in fighting for women's faaues”,
Worth 1
Igspes bubbling in

ahead of
And recently the AUnit

¢ championsiip.

the GAA, Camogie Association a
Gaelic Football Association
pening fast enough.

There is a steering group with
President Mary McA DAETEEE-
ing the integration process between
the (GAA. Camopie Association and
LGFA, currently separate bodies
with separate memberships.

Today at Croke Park a triple-
header of senfor, intermedinte and
junior finals 1% pxpecied to draw a
bumper crowd of around 30,000 to
po with live RTE coverage. Water-
ford's presence in a first final since
1945 has helped to generate huge
interest with six different counties
invalved,

The 20X promotional campaign
- *If she can't see it, she can't be it
— has helped drive interest in wom-
an's sport across the board and
there is the sense of a rising tide
lifting all boats.

“We changed our playing rules so
we would sav that we are a much
different game than we were, say,
five years ago. We're a very differ
ent sport,’ says Breslin.

“We saw five years ago a hu%c
growth in underage memberzhip
and for women's sporis activities
and that is starting to filter up now
and vou're seeing it at the adult
level. You're seeing the sponsor-
Elh.im the coverage, all of that feeds

“Ten Yoars agn, Women's Sport was
a niche area. People didn't follow it
tothe same extent, With the push on
WIHTLER'S £ we've sen it come
into its natural habitar which is the
20 or 24-year-old who has been play-
ingz all the way wp.

“Thie 2020 campaign pricked peo-
i:-l-:*s consciousness a bit. There's a

ot of lip service that goes on about

Suppor ﬂs'mwm [mwmen.
vou know 1 idea that 1 support
my whole family the same, I treat
my girls the same — but actually 1
attend my boys matches and I don’t
attend my girls matches,

What Nec20 started to do was call
ihem out on that. That it doesn't
matier what vou tweet, it doesn't
matter what you post on social
media, if vou're nob sitting in the
stands you're pol supporting wor-

STV'R w That's the reality.’

Larkin evoked James Larkin when
ghe ook over the role: “Lackinism
was about fighting not just for a loaf

you probably didn’t
Breslin. Her great

nowing, considering some of the
what has been & hed
grabhing year {or the Camogie Assoclatii.
The scheduled All-Stars trip to Canada in May,
with all the promaotional pportunity sei lo Flow
from that, was cancelled in the wake of various
publi¢ player statements critical of its timing

ezl bviz-

forEquality protests
have seen players wearing t-shirts and throw-
ins being delayed. There is frustration felt by
the Gaelic Players Association and its members
that the overall integration process between
nd Ladies
(LGFA) isn’t hap-

of bregd but also for o rose ino@ vase
an the workers' table, What exactly
chid she mean by that?

‘[ was raised in a Larkin house, a
gocialist house. We were trade
unionists aaed the Larkin ideal is that
it'’s mot just about a working wage,
it’s about all of the rest of your life.
%o the bread on the table is the sus-
tepance and the rose on the table is
mf extra that people da-iﬁm

“In S0mee WaYE, You could say spon
is the rose on the table, It's the extra
plece, the piece that makes people’s

‘Split seasonimpacted ca

THE Camogie All-Stars trip to
In Canada was scheduled

for May 19-25 and was to featurs
the 2021 and 2022 PwC All-5tar
teams.

However, it was cancalled after a
threatoned Cork player boycott
over it too close to the start
of the All-Ireland championship.

"There was a vole taken where
our players clearly said there Isa
alub window and an inter-county

‘moreaccessibleande

lives worth living. Because nobody
should be living to work. Whatever
the extra is, we all deserve the

exira.

‘That was the thing with 1913
where they were literally working
geven davs aweek and there was 0o
extra. We slightly take it for granted
now that the rose on the table is
there for ev = bt it's nod.

It's one of the things ['ve raised,
that when we look at integration and
we look at facilities and we look at
increasing (price of) memberships,

window - and we will respect that
elub window absalutely. The timing
[% very ditficult with the split
season,” says Camogie Assoclation

‘It weas golng to be an enormous
opportunity for Canada, to grow the

Breslin's famous ancestor inspires
her in drive to make Gaelic games

quitable

we're looking at a Gaelic games

class families, The

able to afford to
seen in Dublin hc;j.:l'{imum‘nera.hip

can be up sometimes at €200 or

£,
ﬁhmﬂmnwﬁts.ﬂmd:&fulgum-
fruni rt in world and we
mﬂﬂﬁ:rmmm“m@
10 be based in all of our commuri-
l‘nﬂ.'ﬂlm'ammmmaﬂnfuﬂtu
uﬁurlﬂntwuh.uuamsﬁ:rm
rybady for Gaelic gRMES.

ncelled All-Stars trip’

mmhwmmﬂ
whaom reslly wanted to travel. The
LGEA went before the league final.
Thay didn't seem to get the same
backlash

'I'rry ot sure Bt will hagpen n,
to be honest, To be fair the
wore very supportive of it. we had
the discussion about where could it
re-5it? And we all said where Is the
space in the calendar where it
dogsn't impinge?”

‘Sports should be access for ev
rybody. At the basis of all our ass
ciations is the club - sometimes th
gets forgotten. And that's what ¥
can't forget. I wouldn't like us
turn into an association where
club is at the bottom of the run
And they aren’t in camogie ai
that's what we really need to pr
tect.

Given how lli';ll ﬁ.nc:l'ﬂ_elﬁ Eﬂ

for a rm\1 rd
lin fu:gfj]']ﬁ'lﬁtim_. wy clid it £
to witness the public row over
expanded inter-county player chs
ter for 2024 - ane which has sin
been agreed - and the narrati
OVET PE:yvefs not being propé

after? i

"The Camogie Association’s c
dentinls [or plavers and for wo
en's sport are there, We're 120 v
in existence, it's a given. Since 20
the Government (support) sihie
is in place and we have fought ve

far welfare,

"We met the GPA in advance of 1
players’ and we did hav.
VEry v with fhe

CRITHE T rle {Ci
tral Council) and presented 1
players’ report to us. We were v



‘ciple while also
i trying to

*There iz a char
ter in place. A valun-
charter That pot
. i5 o grant to
counties and counties
C then on top of thit

clear we would work
with them, particu-
larly on the medical
element that all of oue
layvers would have &

What we peeded was the
data vo do that. A report was
produced mcross the two
codes; across all counties,
across all grades. But it didn’t
sy to me Cork camogie play-
ers or whoever aren't having a
phyabo at fraining. What we have
agreed is that the data will be
regathered for championship 2023,

*I said this from the very first call
with the chairs of the counties, we

have always

hacly,

I grant
Y provide enormous support
to their inter-county teams,

] Tt's €14,000 for team expenses
L that come out of the grant, That
1o each county. We would
T teams be
| on top of that any
i of €40.000, cven up o

000 gncd €1:20,000,
When it comes 1o the overall
pot and how a female player 8 be gone
supported compared to & male
Pplaver, in terms of expenses and
pﬁ'r_‘i‘ welfare supparts, there iz a

PEBARCY.
‘J'I.h‘.m]ut:? there i8," says Breskin,
layer = also funded
@ [Urnover some-
where in the region of £60millkoa,
We have a turnover somewhere in
of €E3million, s has Indica
im0 . So there ism't Hike with like
when it covmes to the associptions,

Ehpm

the male player. We can all ain
why that can happen
that if I don't have B0 in Croke
Park on Sunday, 1 don't have the
revenue 10 suppart a female plaver
the same way as the GAA have the
revenue to support a male player
That's the reality.

that to a 22-year-old
¢ guite righily doesn't
care. What she cares about s the
iple that everybody should be
hawve o respect that prin-

Because, if anything,
been taught vou respect somebody’s
“To me it was very much about
finding a solution.
bit frusteating in that we wanted to
find a solution, we wanted o work
topether and T'm oot sure i (e pro-
tests were actually eantributing
oS working together to
improve. But T enderstand where
plovers are coming
they saw an inequity compared o

Iy G Ehat

from because

President sees

HILDA BRESLIN is part of the

steering with
ot thee of imtegration for the
LGFA,  group chaired by Mary

i grolp
MecAbeese. She hos o clear vision
hersell of where the process needs to
o — and how fast.

“If we were founded today we wonld
be all one,' snys Breslin, “That would
Jjust be it I would seem sl
to 5oy that is what we be.
clubs to o lnrge extent, certainly our

and say this hasn't happencd belore
anid we tried ithis and goi it ihes Car

bt that |s golng to delay ue,
“This shoukd . The
Infegration comm relensed a

siatement bo say that in Febrmary
mﬂmmﬁ.{nﬂummru,m
would have a timeline, and we would
hnﬂnfrmwm:r;
‘People maybe have got frusirated
hecwuse they think we hnve been
l‘."rnheﬁ.ill.mm:ﬁmll IH:F
gecnet, bat we
Eidﬂrﬂf.mblﬁl is ber
. re is omem
Ve ]
we luave listersed to the clabs, and we
have lstened to the provinees, We
have taken all those consultations on.
My belief is that it should be one
association from top bo beitam, from
up. What we don’t want to do
replicate what we have sleemly -
that to me is a nonsense, Wy would
we dho that? It will be one associstion
bieeed on the Geelic games family:
One bhased on and equality’
VWhat of & o than that it
could be 10 years of i happening?

ern

where the
reality. IF we were (o

hdayo
player expense.

] anally, and net speak
Uf:l:-l?nrﬂn but as a member o

Where Is the future given Limer-

gay we want equity buat we don’t
want to give up anything. A new
Graelic gnmes Femily cannot sustain
inter-county codes at the level of
male intercounty player
is running to. That is probably a
el we
also need that amoent of money o
b available for female inter-county
layvers, then I think moest county
g syould say that weould bank-

rupt us very quickly and we would

“Wou have to say where are the
gconomies of scole?! Where can
there be some sort of o levelling?
You see backroom teams of 15 and
20 people. You're nod talking about
l,¢w:|]:|l'|.§ player r:;petmdtha: :ﬁ

eods o reduce
player n '“J;M “E;m
gpying is that there necds 1o be a
realignment of inter-county 5f:ni.3

the

full integration
of GAA by 2026

B Philip Lanigan

T mok it Firstly to be very
fnir, three went in with o
vision that we would dio this. We were
out of Covid so the first year
Was cuilk andd maybe it didn't take
thve samve priorily becawse we werns
concentrating on getting games back
A working group was set up then with
the three presidents anad the three
Ard Stitrtdir (director L

“We wiere honotered delighted
that bary MeAleese npreed (o chalr
this group last autumn Peopla
samelinmes say, O this will (ake 10
yiears™. [ think ii%s gubte funny at
timies because people clearly don't
know Mory MeAleese if they think
she will take 10 vears doing this

I T were Lo guess, if vou were (e
come back to me amd say 2036, will
wchr;:wnmdmhn_ . ?Imuuﬁd:{t:m
Very i we weren'L |
meayhe that isoverly ambitiows but I
there is o will..."

Integmation has the potentizl 1o be
iransformative and validate cleims
that the GAA is one of the great
amaieur sporting orgnnlsations.

It i3 one of the grentest ot it is o
nnitbonal gove bady that deesn't
provide spart to all iis members,'
mﬁﬁlﬂﬂh‘ltgmﬂﬂmmmﬂc
players lnrgely. No disrespect to
rounders or hamndball but ootside aof
those it is on enormons assoeciation
thai does not provide gender parity
or spart to all its players.

“1'm mot sure you can call that a
world clnss leader if you are not
providing support and access to mll

players.

“WWhat have seen and what you
will see v k8 sponsors are
very clear on this, governments are
very clear on this mmd ithe
membership are very clear on s -
e must provide to all genders. That
is when you can call this new Gaelic
games family & workd leader and o
community-hased sport.’

ick senior hurling manager John arc realistic about thal because we
Kiely said he fully supports the idea  also have to sustain the club. We
of equity for intercounty Iﬂ:wrs = have (o sustain coaching; we have 1o
but not at the expense of the men's  susiain the h ol Gaelic pames
pat? ot all devels, And one ar fwa per cent

T think [t's imteresting that people  of our players cannol e the ones

taking all aof the pot in order o sup-
pnrf.lﬁmir BamiE.

hear managers comung out and say-
ing *oh we suppart equeality, we sup-

port equity”

the female player can raln? Are
vou willing to train in a different

place?
s John Kiely going ta say, *1 don't
necd 1o train i Limerick, I can tradn

e 10 Nlsse: priches

these managers would say “abeo.

tralning.

GAA, T think that clubs and people

‘1 find it interesting then when we

. fure you willing to give
up your pitch on o Monday o that

samewhere else™ becanss the LGFA
or the Camagie Association need (o

*That would be 8 hard conversg.
tion for people be have. And modbe

Tutely™ but it's not that long ago
where teems would lave been ashed
to move: becniase a maléinter-county
pesarn wias playring, o an inter-county
camaogiic mateh would have to be

because the feam might be
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LAYER PROFILES - CORK

i
=

Amy Lee
Ma Piarsaigh
* Client Associate

Mesbh Murphy

Ballinora

' Student

Libby Coppinger
5t Colums
Depositary Officer

Pamela Mackey
Douglas
Technical Operations Engineer

Meabh Cahalane
5t Finbarrs
becountant

Laura Treacy
Hu'iluagh
Murse

lzzy O Regan
Ballyparvan
Customer Success Manager

Courcey Rovers
Student

Acife Healy

Aghada
Student

Chloe Sigerson
Killeagh
Postal Operative

Fiona Keating
Courcey Rovers
Student

Hannah Looney
Killeagh

Chemical Engineer

Amy O"Connor
St. Vincents
Project Manager

Katrina Mackey
Douglas

Past Doctoral Reseancher

Hayley Ryan
Blackrock

Secondary School Teacher

Cliona Healy

Aghabullogue
Student

Cladagh Finn
Fr. O'Neills
Student

Anife O'Neill
St Finbarrs
Student

Ali Smith

Aghada
Sludent

2023 Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senior
Championship Path to the Final

Auoife Barretl
Aghabullogue
Student

Oka Cronin
Ennmiskeans

Physiotherapist

Kate Wall
5t Fanbarrs
St Finbarrs

Civia Mc Allen
Sarsfields
Student

Lawra Hayes
5t Cathernes
Student

Aisliﬁg Eg;lrl
St Finbars
Student

Orlaith Cahalane
51 Finbarrs
Sludent

Ashling Thompson
Witfard
Personal Trainer



PLAYER PROFILES - WATERFORD i
Analyst at Teva
Anna Hickey
. Briarina D'Rd'giﬂ MD&E"F
D LaSalie Ctudent
Special Needs Assistant
Vikki Falconer . Mairéad O'Bcien Dearbhia Beresiond
i Modeligo Abbeyside
Primary School Teachear Student Physio Student
lana Hefferman M.:m Clara Criffin Sarzh Marrissey
. Ferrybank De La Salle . e An Rinn
" Insurance Intermediary Sacondary Schodl Teach Primary School Teacher Microbiology Analyst
v Tara Power Bevin Bowdren
E:iih'r clpmuia:“ . Tramare St Anne's
Strenpth & Conditioning Caach Sudent
PE & Maths Teacher Early Years Practitioner o T
: Lanise Forrest Matasha Dobbyn
Keeley C:IThellllinj Annie Fitzgerald Gailltir Tramiore
De La Salle Gailtir Paynstown Horses Student
Student Student ' ot
Clodagh Camroll Miamh Reocken Kiarmh Curran Onelia Whelan
Cialltis 5t. Anne’s Dungarvan i Rirn
Sludent Secondary School Teacher Student Student
Mairead Power Rachael Walsh Shauna Fitzperald Melaniz Buck
Clonea Power Eutlerstown Galitin St Annes
Trainee Actuary Student Sparts & Secieties Officer Student
; : Megan O'Regan Leah Sheridan
?h ey rl faylelgh Achesan Abbeyside Caillti
| Cappogquin ramare A i et
" Perscnal Trainer Student Phiysic Juice
Cllﬂ-rl: ¥ Ilpp;rﬂ;"rl Cl:lf.l': ¥ Irrliﬂ; E‘:ﬁ”d rI}'-I|l-rll" ¥ M-:;ﬂlh
Referea: Referen Referee:
Bermard Hm,r;lg'l,l _I|'|;.|:'|1 D.!'I'l'l"i‘lldj" E’ﬁrfj,-' Nea
Club: Cluke Clutx

Clasn na madl Lo Mrath Lok Lene Gaels, Lo Wesimesth Clonil el Camsager Chall, L Wiestsmeath



ork frustration

washed away In

Eoghan Cormican

.

Cork's hurt locker over-
flowed. Five years of pont-up
patn and the torment of four
congeoutive final defeats
ewepl up and submerged
Waterford and all the rommanti-
cism that followed the final
e comdr s o Croke Park.

Amy MConnor was nearing
the end of her acceptance
speech when the heavens
apened at GAA HE. The rain
thought to ablige by holding
ofl fior the game iself. Hul ot
avon an hour of a1l skies in
the eapital could prevent a
fimnl wazhoist,

With % mimaies ket to min
in this decider and Cork 18
points in front, all that
remained (o be decided was
ilve size of viciory. And on an
afternoon of a record final
sttendmnee, woe wound up with

Ercke Park

the biggest winning margin
since Dublin whacked Mayo
by 33 points way back in 1958,

As much as the Camaogio
Association wanted an audi-
once that reflected greater
Intercst in thelr showpiece,
they'd surcly have preferred a
competitive contest. Because
thiz was anything but a
conlisl,

Corks ruthlessness and
relontiessness was to be
pxpected, The surprise was
that Waterford werent betier
puipped o deal with the red
tsunami. OF at the very least
stymibe it early dioors so that &
jenm appearing in their first
senior final were allowed to
settle and grow legs in tho
e,

The Délse didn't employ a
sovpeper and matched up 15on
15, Adimirable, but aiso nalve.
They paid dearly for the space
this facilitated Cork's inside
ling of O"Connor. Katrina
Mackesy, and Sorcha beCar-
tan. Their defence, which
suffered the hlow of losing
Vikki Falconer inzide five
minstes, was expossd early
anld oftEn.

Having spent far too much
time in the laing enclosure in
recent vears and having been
eawneht with far o many late
final goals, when the chance
was presenied o Cork here for
an carly Kill, they didn’t need
o b asked twice.

We can only surmise how

red tsunami

How they lined out

&

i

4, P Mackey 3.L Coppinger  5.M Cahalane
13. A Fitzgerald  15.RWalsh 14. N Rockett
9. A Healy 6. L Treacy 7.10'Regan
11, B Carton 7. M Power 10. M O'Brien

27. L Hayes 12. H Looney
12. L Bray 9. A Flynn
10, C Sigerson  11.F Keating 8. 5 McCarthy
6.CCarroll 8.0 Hickey 2.V Falconer
13, A0'Connor 14 KMackey 15.5 McCartan
5.K Corbett Barry 4. KLynch 22, L Forrest

1.BEO'Regan

1.A Lee

Matthew Twomey's charges
would have responded to
having thelr Arst-half lead ciil
to s5i% at the break had Beth
Cartan hit the target with her
injury-time penalty. For as
much as the miss further
defiated the Diise, the ack ol a
green fag coneeded would
have deepened Cork's belief

that they wera not for catch-

ing.

E['he-lr work-rate, running
lines, amnd passages of intricate
passing went toa highar level
upnn the restart. 1t was the
tireless Carton who was
turned over for the first of
OFConnor’s one-minute-and-
59-zecond hat-trick on 33

minutes. Fed by Fiona
Keatlng, 0" Connor finished
clinjcally.

Having arrived into the
final with three green flags
beside her name, the caplaln®s

oal total was sensationally
e in recond speed.

Her turn of pace produced a
super individual second, with
her almost two-minute hat-
trick coming at the end of a
Mackey assisl.

An intarval lead of 1-9 o 0-3
had now dowbled to 48 1o -3

I-I.a':lnﬁ_larrlmd inta Croke
Park with the weight of four
consecitive linal defeats
hanging over them, Twoemey's
charges showed themselves o
be totally unburdened by the
narrow All-Ireland final
lagses of 2021 and 22, and the
league final sotbacks of last
yiar amd last April.

With 25 minutes remalning,
they knew their five-yoear

famine was no more. Yet they
&t refuzed to begin the party

early.
Experienced campaligners
Pamela Ma&cﬁy. Libhby
, and Laura Treacy
Mm hound and haery
every Waterford forward who
sof eyes on Amy Lea's goal
CAnnie Fitzgerald amnd
Miamh Rockett got themselves
inte plenty of menacing
positiens but Waterford"s
Forward pair had only & white
flag betwstn them (o show at
the end of 60 minutes,
Further out, Laura Hayes
ran herself empty disrupting
Lorraine Bray's link Fam
Beside her at midrield,
Hannah Looney transported
possession and transitioned
the play often.
ona Keating's 515t minute
oal meant all six starting
orwards had their niames
scribbled om & busy

Crucial Hogg block key as Banner lift Junior crown

:-..;'.;.l:ml:.' iloubded the myaement
that abiered the Dow of the All-
Irneland Promiber Junior Camo-
i Tinal,

A wonderfully opportun-
istie gonl from Raehel
O Dvryver had helped ‘Tippe-
ary established 1-3 bo 00 ledd
by the end of the opening
guarter and had Clodagh Hor-
i ealtled the net in the 17
mipute, it would hove baoen
hard to 2a¢ Clar: (urning
around a nine-point deficit
after ot having sl mised any
gort of flng.

B Sinénd Hogi conme froam
nowhere to got a block in.
Goalkeeper Lauren Solan ga-
thered possession and within
spconds, Sarah Longhnane
was glofting a shot into the far
corner of the Tlpp net from a
tight angle.

“Ii's fine margins,” ad-
mitted Clare mangger, John
Carmmdy.

*Tipperary were o fine team
and were nnineky o go dowmn
to 14 plavers, Them they
ghowad great charncter to
come ek at ws, They hebd us
scoreless afler golng down o

f.ﬂir!-i.uﬂ Premiky prEr Camogio
ins

Daragh O Conchiir
Cokefck

14 players, That shows char-
aeter,

“That wis a sbxpoint swing,
it brilliant block from Sinédd.
a gread goal frem Soend ot the
other and. That sstéled us ancd
1 think from thereon, wo were
the better tenm over the
hour.”

It was Clara Bremnan who
recedved e marching orders
in the 4Znd minube after being
shown a second vellow card.
By then, Clare led by seven,
having been delighted to go in

at the interial, level on 1-5
apiece.

“1t took us a while to setike
and get the nerves down bt
GlcE we got golng we gave i
Taell fior leather,” sadd Cacimbhe
Cahill, who will be back at HEG
with the ladies foothallers
neat woeekerl,

HAR hall-time, 1t was o draw
game so it was go from the
stort mpain. 11 was just an 1
beliovable foeling to get over
the line. The first gonl defi-
nitely settled things. Dmee we
ot our feet grounded. we god
that good goal and thank Gad
pof over the lne"

“We looked a bit nervous
but in fairness to Tipperary
they hit the groamd running,”
Carmady nated. “Their wse of
the ball, their turnovers —
they scored 1-2 (urming over
ball in our half-back line.
Sorah Loughnine Eﬂ]lpl:'d up
with the poal and that was .
We dominated the second and
third quarters, played oxcel-
lent eamogie. Then it was
about zeelng it out. 1t's an
amazing feeling to win an All-
freland and & huge boost for

carmogie in Coonty Clare."

Labhaoise O'Donnell raised
a green flag in the 38th minube
and that was emough ta see
tham homme.

“It's unbelicvable,” said 19-
vemr=ald vice-captain
Cadimbe Lally. “1'm still emoe-
tlonal, I'm shaking. We
worked so hard for thiz from
the start of the yvear, Wo were
behind in games a good few
timoes bofore and 1 foel like
having the exparience of
Laura MeMahon, Sindad

' Keeffe, and in the Armagh
game, we were in the exact
sqme position, to have that to
look back on, we could push

ol

Added Niamh Mulgueen:
“The lasi few minates they
were on the attack and weré
very, very unlucky not fo ged o
gonl. To have an intermedinbe
and senior team will be sav-
age. Oue Munster campaign
wis af intermediate lovel and
that stood fo us. We only lost
by two points to Kerry and

Clare’s Jennifer Daly goes for the
sliotar ahead of Tipperary's Ciara
Ryan during the All-Ireland
Premier Junior Camoghe Final at
Croke Park.  Piotuee: Laszlo Gecro

thewre an exeellent team. We
ware ready for the hig test and
wa're looking forward to it."

Scoren led Clare: § Loughnane 1-3 -
L ODormedl 1-1; C Canidl 1-0; M

mmmM.Jmm

Sconern bor Tipperary: # Ky 5 (4 )

A O Dwrpas 1% C Brensan B-5; C Staks-

b, C Horgan -1 st

CLARE; L Soken, 5 Mogg. © Lalty, B
: Meldahon, 5 O'isetie

Carmcdy. L u;m

:Equ: A Angarson for Phelan (), C
Drueally for L Mokiahon iemp [44-45],
Chssaly for B Mokishon, A Eahney o
Lowghrana (58], R Crowe Tor Hogp
(B0}, K Toomary i Cahill [50-+ 3
TIFFERARY: A O Eran, L Cahill, &
Shawody, & Fyan. [tlaher, C Walih, G
kckeagh. £ Cunnesn, K rald, R
o & firgnnan, C Bokolum, J
Ky, & Dwyar, O Horgan.

Buba: A Callaasn ior Maher (hij. A
Crosss dor Fitcgensd (W), A MeLough-
ruiry oot Dynt (371, W Rlurrany for Shescly
{41], G Shanahas lor D Dwyer {55



E;E;.!-lﬂﬂt The assist Iur; thlﬁ
was provided by su
Orla Cronin, Cork's bench
again delivering a bounoce.

Another sub, Oclaiih Cahal-
ane split the posts at the death,
with Ashling Thompsen twice
alf-targpe

L

For Waterford, o chiastening
afternoon that will take a long
time to recover from,

They finished the Arst hall
with just three poinis — all
from the stick of Carton —
cangd just one from play. They
finishad the half ruing a
nissed £ I¥.

Qutside of their ace, no
Waterford forward sparked
real u'lsuu]‘.’lrﬂen?n T.hta :ar:mna
Eion £ Efjoyel CLEan [pos-
waggion within range of Lee's
posis. Mo score nt all En the
oponing guarter sald as much.

Dowmn gther ond. CFCon:
mar and company were turn-
ing Waterford's reargunrd

REBEL ROAR: Cork’s Amy 0'Conner lifts the 0'Duffy Cup after their
vietory over Waterford In the Glen Dimplex All-lreland Senser Camogie

Championship final

imafde out. They were four to
the goodl, three of those 00Coq-
nor white ffags, when Carton
belatedly opened their oppo.
pomke aeeaume on 15 mingnes,

Sorcha McCartan's 15th
minube major i saed Cork 147
to @-% ¢lear sent tham well
down the road 1o viclery, The

destination was reached long
hefore full-time.
Having wobbled mid-season

when siffering four consecu-
tive defeats between leaguo
and championship, Cork
unearifhed form and unshak-
able confldence at the right
aend of the seasan.

All-Ireland title number 25,
Old order nestorsl. Romantk-
gizm amd a first Wabterford win
will have to wakt for another
yonr,

Ficture: Bryan Keane/inpha

m;mmi?p?ﬂ@%ﬁ
frami]; & MoCartan | B
HIH:HE 'ﬂmml.i‘l
Logruiry, -1 assh).

Fooron fof Watesford: B Canon [0-T,
w M Rachatl, L Fentedy (-1

CORMN A Lsw: P Waciiry, L Coppengr,
M Cahalane; A& Healy. L Traady. |
Sl Tosiog S MeSemnr At

som, F Koating. 5 P A

o K Miackey, 5 MoZartan.

Swlteir © Haaly for Marpes (4], O Crondn
e MeCarian (465 A Thompeon lor
ReCartiey (51} O Cahatane v Sigerscn
5 M Rharpiey or Mackoy (53]
WATERFORD: B O i L Fomreal, K
Lynch, K Carkstt Baery, V' Foloon, O
Hithury, C Cannall; & Flynn, L Brag. M
Erfchen, bl Porwdf, 1B Caimon; WAookt
i wvatih, & Fi

Subec | Heleman bor Faboone |5 mins,
il I Dorweicnn o M Powvae (HTTLT
1P hour o iy 4017 5 Gl hew e
e 2 5 Ptapeeaid lor Lyt (54
Refares: J Dermaody (Westmes®)

Munster loss to_Wa'terford#
was ‘turning point in season’

Paul Keane

They won't want to hoar it
now buf it furns out [t
Witerford may have coented a
monsber back in late April
whaon they beat Cork in the
Munster champlonahip,
That quacter-linal win,
Waterfard's firat feom over &
dozen attempts against Cork
Sire bu.h'l;g restoresd Lo fhe H-E
grade, came In Cork's hac
waurd too, it Pilire UE Chaoimib.
Afterwards, according io
Meabh Cahalane, the air was
thick with tension in e Cork
dressing room. A quiet fury
gnawed at them all summer.
“They really hit us that day
in Piire Uf Chaoimh,.” said
Cahalane of the . =Thoy
outworked us; the intensity
they brought was huge. They

iy clid coemed back out i lncs
guickly doubled as Amy O Con-
@MHHMIH{HI}H

CAN'T IGNORE

A recond crovd of 30,181 turned
gl Croke Park yesterdiy, sur-

ing e previous attendance
bast of 24,730 thal walchad Gal-
weily ovaecome Kikenmy in 3018

A timedy @nd tCork's mun of four
consecutive inal defoals.

match

resaktly beat na all over the field
that day. [ think we kind of
looked at oursoelves collec
tiwely and individuaily and
without anybody saying boa
mich, training the nest week
wend up a level. :

“We felt we had something
to prove, Edefinitely think that
conld have beon o turning
paint in olar s,

'k extracted revenge at
Croke Park and Waterford
weere 2o shell-shocked by the
teenting amd the outcome thad
noboty furned dp for the post-
Conierencs,

What conld Sein Power or
any, of his manogement team
have safd anybhaw? I would
have bepn a twough one to ox-
plain away. Perhﬂri things
woulbd have been differont i
Beth Carton had struck that

BAD DAY

A, Tinal for Wabericrd.
Tha scas from Bhis 19-p0ind
asmenecing will lake o whila bo
haal, Only scarers and only
Seair S00d a5 from play over the
hour captured thelr Sinuggkes in
il ExpcrEation half,

BEST ON SHOW

With 3-7 Ircem 10 ahods, Amy

O Caarnar anjoyesd o droam finsl
The case coukd be made thai
Cork’s fhvgd bost perbonmans
woisha [hair irsade lne of O°Con-
noe, Knlrina Mackey, and Scrcha
MeCartan. provndad tho
Enal aesist dor two of the goals
and atse clipped two goints from
play. McCarian, meamshilia, il
1-1 and won hfee comanad
iress — &l in the opening hadl.

‘Waterbord kost hall-back Yikid
Falconar 10 infury inside e min-
wtad, robbeng tihe Diitae of ona ol
thoir most dependable and nes-
clube dalenders. Her presence

Winterford Hen:llt].'.tn the nat
lato in the first half it Cork
always looked to have the
game in the palm of their
haid.

Every All-Treland final win
is swoet but this ene will
surely go down as extra

inl for Cork, wiha beat the
leolders Kilkenny, thelr great
rivals Galway, and then their
neighbours Witerford. They d
had a bone to pick with all
thireo of thosd,

=] think today, whon the =,

final whistle went, It was
probably one af my favourite
sporting memeries,” snid Ca.
halane, =l suppose a lot of us
whio would have played under
g togetheer, we'd be I:_ht Haly-
called slder players in theo
group now s that's just exira
spectal, I'm just dellphted.®

il Cartainly missed al the stan
ol the second nall when largs
mwvathes of grean genss openad
up i the Waberiord hall and 1
Cork lorwards — O'Connge, in
parculir — duly Gapiialised on
all thes spacs.

E.u:':_!r'wé:- A L!‘t-a
Corks detmilad Amba Healy onio
Besh Carlon and Laura Hoyes
enlo Lanaing E-I'-i}'.m
Haoaly's bost oftorts, Cartan lill
sxirtad considarabia infupnce
in tha opaning hall, albelt sha

oparaled (oo far inom
tho Gork posts. Haoyes' relentiess
benacity curtailed the usualy
fowimg Birary,

T T T T T
John Dermady el them at it for
this meesd e, wihich ts really tha
soke raguiromant of & camagle
firial nefores, given the mamy de-
ciders in tha past that have bean
ruined by nesdiesshy pemickedy
alficlaEng

— Eoghan Cormican

Derry and Meath to meet again in intermediate final

Derry and Meath will have to
do [t Muljg'l-'ur ﬁ&lﬂ after li;ne
pair conld not be separnted
an entertnining Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland internmediabe ca-
mogie final at Croke Park.
Anife Minogue had a late
opportanity o snabch what
would have been & brilliant
comeback win for Meath, but
her shot firom a difffcult free
drifted just wide after looking
o target for mast of ks thajec-
. Hawk:-Eye did niot inter-
code to indicate that the wm.
pire had made an ncorrect
on and that was that.
Cimal star Minogue hadn't
have her besi day placod
balls ot it was w credlit to tie
Dnanderry Bles that she did ok
allow those difficulties to im-
cton her goneral play, pros-
ng an laspiration with her
foreeful elfort and indomi-
tahle spirit as Meath clivsed
themselves hack into e (ray
after tradli r soven points,
Derry -ml o distraunght
that they fadled to score from
Eauren MeBonna's point mid-
way through the thivd
guarter, which put them 1-5 80

Daragh 0 Coschir |

[b'ﬂu!F.r!

1-2 ahgad after Abbye Don-
nelly had gotten the seeond-
half scocing ander way,

In the enil; they were profb-
ably the happier to cmerge
from proceedings with & sec-
ol hite of the © ns they
were undoubied]y hanging on
when the final whistle came
from Bernard Mea, who con-
tributed to the enjoyabls &
with his commitment to aroafd-
ing mnnecessary mvalvement.

pinogee had a poind on the
board after nine seconds but
Aoife Shaw hit back with a

qubch-fire double for Derey.

Then came a lovely finish
for & from Ciarm Foley in
the slxth minute but Meath
would not trouble to score-
i for iho rest of thi: half,
while Derry took over, with
Darvin O'Kane dropping decp
taenable captain and the sole
survivoer from the last Derry
toam to win the Jack Mclirath
Cup, Aolfe Ni Chaiside, to
drive forward at every oppor-
tumity.

foints from Shaw, McKen-

na, and Aine Mcallister gave
theirer e Boadl amd thoan A goal
came from Mary MeBMicholl,
whose sister Gralnne was an
Oak Leaf star 13 years ago.
The Swatragh forward's shot
fior & poknt just dropped under
tho crasshar in the 23rd min-
ufe; somehow eluding Meath
petminder Tara Murphy,

MeAllistor (frec), Shaw (45)
and Mciicholl spdit the posts
agadn and B owas 18 te 1-1 81
Eh hareak.

Derry goalie Miamh Gribbin
had betn Eept busy however
gl im truth, when Mesth [ook
hack on thiz, they will think

they conld have had a few
make poils at least.

They had wasted o coupleof
more chances, including o
missed penalty, when Mi-
nogue shot siealght at Grib-
blm, whon they finally ralsod
the green Nag that infused
thelr challonge with much
nocded oxygen [n the 46th
e,

s i
]

re

It was a real goalmouth
soramide bofore suh Asibhinn
Lally Foaen] thee necessary [n-
ish. From there, it was all
piendh,

Faley rediuosd the margin b
two hefore skipper Ellen
Birked flred ovor a superh
point from the et in the Gith
minaee :

Minogue levelled alter 5i-

Meath's Aoife Minogue scores 3
point to equalise the Glen
Dimplex All-Ireland Intermediate
Camogie (hampionship Final in
CrokePark.  Picture: Lasda Geco

niéad McGill rughy-tackled
Almee Lennon unnecessarily
to e ground around 3m ol
and the eounties, who both
wan their last titles in replays,
will go ik bt :Ls:LI.:L i
Bearers for Demy M MENchan 1-1;

‘_’rﬂ.lwltl-ﬂﬂl‘_ 1 &5); A WzAmksied fAR, L
hiKnena =2 aadh

Sepreds Tor Meath; C Polay 11, A Mi
03 [2); A Laly 10, A Donraly,
E ol 0= 1 mpazh
OERMAY N Gribten, W Cins, L Lenon,
£ MO, A Doy, & Mi Chaisafa, L
Mediarea, D Oritarss, A MeCGE, M RScHE
chall, A MoABsie, E MeGuigan & S,
Bl e B Pty
Subac O Hall for Flagaty (85, A Lennon
for MeGuigan (48}, % 0°Cannag bar
Rcdrdvid DO,

TH: T Mgy, A O'idal, T Collyy, &
:E-l g e Clni, L Deeirsp, G
Codprrars, A M . , & Doni-
nally, 0 0 Halicean, & Foley, E 0/Coo
il E Bairkon.

Sl A Lafly for Colorman (240, M Doyl
for CrHialoran (B4}
el g Masry ddma (Airkieresaih|

l.l"-.r



'Scintillating...
remarkable...
devastating...
and fantastic!

Therese
O’Callaghan .

Croke Park

CROWTD ol 30,181, &
nEw reoord o i
final, witnessed a
devastating Cork ot

{hetr ruthless best claimdng a
0l All-Ircland title in Croke
Paih.

st thew Twomey's sidie ib-
snlictely il Waterford.
Amy O Connaor, fantastic
throughout, set the prce from
garly iboors on o dy she won't
forpet — capinining ler col-
lengoes 1o All-Ireland honours
iz ool thing, bt 1o so0re 3-7
{from 10 shots) In e process
ia borderiine Incredihlo.

Whien sh punnped har 7151
after nailing the opening point
in the fifth minute, yoil conld
we (he St Vincent's woman
was in the gone, But Cork
wore scintillathag all over the
fiedd, Sercha MeCartun and
Flomn Keating welghing in
with the other two goals.

At theotherendof the pitch,
{hey illdn't jrive Waterford a
eptlf, working the ball oot
wihth ense and scemingly re-
laxed kn doing so. To only con-
cede fonr points from play in
an All-Ireland enmogha final is

i remarkahle statlstie,

Firm favourites coming into
fhis paroe, the Rebals, wio
mare one change beforehand,
bringing in Lanra Hayes for
corner-hack Méadh Morphy,
began to deminate in every
posltion.

Cork registered 513 — and
anly six of the points were
from frees. All their forwards
scopel, [Ewos i comphete o8
that, SubOrlaith Cahalane got
in on the act too, 11 e it
apecial day for the Ca i
family with her sister Meabh,
orse of those aforementioned
defendors.

For Waterford, [l wasa
sobering aftermoeon to finish a
wonderfil season, They wons
pppearing In their st de-
eldor sinee 1945, and while
there was huge respect and
admiration for the incredible
jowrray thoy travelled, e
Foar was it would prove o
biriidge oo for,

Sadly for them, this game
wiig over after 15 nulkiies.
Waterford had just got their
first palnt from, who else but,
Hetly Carton. Cork alrendy
hd foiir s the board,

In Tadrivess to them and
tholr great band of supporters,
they didn’t go down withoul a
fight. But it wasn't to be, The
resnlt will bea bitter pill for
Sodn Power and his squad,

Granted, they sulTered o
massive seiback alter A mard
{ive minutes whin eormer-

hack Vikki Falconer wenil
dhows it & hﬁ:?ul‘nh’l‘ Lhie Cuis-
ack Stand, Unfortunately, she
ended up belng sire

— thankfully the cameras did
pick her out tater sitting on
the &b bench.

Waterford won't want any-
one's sympathy bl kt's hard
not tg:;ﬂ ﬁrw o umim:-
gEl a CHTBErS.
Faleoner, it was doubly-Ai-
entll to swallow, the Tramors
woman being $o inspirational
im thele win over Tipperary.

[t megnt sublona Helferman
Tsad o come kn & lot earller
than expected. Tt seriously dis-
rupted the set-up for certain
and was something they could
have done without, cspecially
when — as all of this team was
— appearing in their first All-
D il alao Tixppaned fo

. what e
Waterford? Dwrwm b
the cocasion, yes, which can
50 easily happen with all the
hype and nolse. And it didn’t
Tielp they met & Cork team
that was h r for victary
having lost the ast two finals
by ilres and onve point re-
gpectively.

Carton and Lorraine Bray
tricd thalr best to stem the
flow. They fought the good
fight but when yon ane being
gteamrollad, there is nothing
at all vou ean do.

Had the Ditize seored thie
penalty before half-time, it
might have helped heading to

T

ihe dressing-room. Carton's
effort skimmed the outside of
e post.

They collapsed completely
afer Amy O'Connor’s hat-
trick, which came within a
scorching teo-minute spell
{actually 1.59 minutes to be

E;!ﬁclm}immedmelr afber
-Hime.

At this lewel you have to get
thi: basics right; you have to
geore your frees, and there
were too many unforced er-
pors. It was just one of those
days when nothing went right
for the Déise, Evervone in the
game will hoge this dogsnt
upset the progress they have

made.

O'Connor: | didn"t realise I'd scored a hat trick until

Therese O'Callaghan

1t wans o surpelse (o hear kat-
thew Twomey s dominani
emotion afler winning thoir
aith Allreland senior camio-
gle thtle was one of reliel,
Twelve months ago, he saf ol
ihe same table In the same
Croke Park madia room tof-
ally dejected after Kilkenny
defeated them by a single
pint.
=hiysell and Laurn [Treacy]
wore here last vear afler los-
ing it and 1 suppose we weno
drained and we couldn’t e
howw we would get over the
Hmie. When we cama hack this
yoar wo decided one focus olb.
viouisly wis bo whia e Adl-Tre
Innd, We waonl through a bad
pakch in the middle of the year
and | suppose a kol of people
wrode us off

“Ti ol own way we nzed
thal as-a spur. Afler we gol

beaten by Galway in Alheniry
!rmlml.q'l:-hili . W had & real
ong chat with eurselves. Wa
weore going inte the Down
Eamc- under pressure, the
lare game uniler pressurs
amdl every game we have been
under ferocious prossure.

“Even today wi were under
fleree pressure coming up.
These players are just in-
credibbe, the more their backs
wore to the wall the belfer
they gol. What we got today,
they totally deserve. They
have just been inmense.”

Vietory over Kilkenny and
Galway installed (hem as fa-
vollrites, so how did they keep
a 1id on expeciation?

“Vary cagy, hecausse we
have o Lt of hort in us We
Enew If we put in o big per:
formanoe, we conld be close
enouih o it at the e, Adl we
were copncerned abont were
ourselves. We ld a fow match

Amy 0'Connor celebrates after
scoring her side’s foarth goal.

upsz bhut we were just con-
cermed with our own perform-
ance, That is what we got
poday sand it is incredible.

“It came down Lo cach
guarter, what we had te do
with the ball, even the players
themselves, It was every ball,
overy mingte, We didn’t get
carvied away. It didn"t pul us
off [the tag of faveurites]. 1f
elicdn‘t make a difference.

“The snme & 1 suppose
were cuiting Aﬂy]ighls ol

of us after losing to Waterford
in the Munster championship
and we lost four games in a
o, 5o wo were not con-
perned about anylhm?nalst,
All we were interested In was
getting back to Cork with sil-
verwang,”

Tt weas an wp-and-cown -
som, bt 'hfﬁ.."éj'k'd al the
right time. = ovahly like.
W were saying since January
that some team could get a
nammering off us. There is

ri of vou, would feel sorry
or Waterford, Wa wene creat-
ing goal chances, we got three
against Down, we got three
agalnst Clare [both in group
stage]. Today, in the bigday, fo
get five. [t is beilliant.

=The defence was unbeliey-
able, We gof a penaliy decizbon
againgt us again, I can’t
fathom it after having three

against Kilkenny we should
have gol. Here we ot one it

against us. 1 can't see what it
was for. But loeok, the defence
was absolutely outstanding.”

Amy 0'Connor was one of
ihe top trends on Twitter last
night. That the project marn-
ager was the topic of conver-
sation wasn't unexpected,
considering her hat-trick scor-
img record on the most import-
ant stage of all.

The honour of caplaincy
was bestowed apon the
corner-forward after city divi-
sional side Seandin clakmed
back-to-back Cork titles in
2022, 1t seems Amy likes the
hig day, because in that final
ghe was crovwned player of the
match for her stunning 2-8 re-
tarm,

I didn't realise 1 had scored
a hat irick until someonse sabd
it to me after the match, which
iz probably a goed thing -
Ccanse we were so foct o
the next ball, the next pass

whatever it might be,” she
tellz. “That might sound
clichid but that's the way we
drove it for the last three, four
moniks, It was a bullding pro-
coss, everything was a pro-
cesa, Wi a i
bl the

We were ada
was alwmys
thing, the next

time and our
on the next

“1 didn't really think too
much about it in the game. It's
nbce [scoring the hat-trick). It
is probably something that
vou wonbdn't dresum of really,
I actuslly went practising
frees yvesterday, 1 don't think
one went over the bar. 1 sup-
pose vou do have days when
everyvthing you hit goes over.

“It is a very proud da
me obviously. I come from
quite a small junior club [St
Vincent's] on the north side of
the city [Enocknaheens]. We
Taven't o foo mnch suceiss



HO WAY OUT: Waterford's Annie Fitzgerald is put under fierce
Coppinger during the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland SCC final at Croke

top for Matthew Twomey,
beadding Cork to thelr 29th tithe,
You have to hand it to him,
gapecially after the heartachs
of 2022 in s first year &s man-
ager. There will be great de-
light in Douglas, where they

will also be celebra the
sixth All-ireland m wan
by twins Pamels and Katrina
Mbackey — tlvelr first was in
2009, Sama servios bo Cork
Undoubbedly, Twomey and
e, e buflt the best sqasd of

T 1
ok

players in the country. This
was (laggped after they de-
feated Kilkenny and Galway
en route bo the final. thelr
power and athleticism to the
fore. Far mow, they can cel-
ehrate and enjoy this ane.

mmu— -hﬂmmfﬁmﬂm—wmmmumm

[Pictuire: Ben Beady

Finally, a word on West-
meath redores John Dermody,
whase job was made easler by
tive one-shibed natare of pro-
ceedings but who managed
He game without fuss
thronghoat.

later

at club bewel. So it is mboe to bo
able to do something like this
and represent the club and the

AL ;
“To he honest, while people
were saying we went through
a bad patch, there was only
oeoe or twice Uhal v &
plaved quite peorly. We acs
tually performed guite well
threughout that bad patch.

“I think the most important
thing wag that we stuck fo-
gether as a group. We really
tristed [n what our manage-
ment team was doing. And
they really trusted (s a8
plavers. 3o we didn't panic.
There was no panke within our
group and I think that was the
meoat important thing for this

.

“Mathing outside our groEp
mattersd. To be honest 1 don’t
oven think we knew we were
favourites becanse wa dida’t
trke any nothce,™

Waterford are left to rue
first=-half missed opportunities

Three key moments

When it happened in

real time, the 215t min-

ute half goal chance

@that Lorrakng

was unable o Liteh onto i
loak Mke very much af all.
But in the context ol 3 game
whire Wa'hEr.Ihrﬁrmmadadﬂ io
feed on overy m pos-
seasion they worked into the
0ol mmﬂgwummhﬂ
many opport
thay wore laft to rue. The in
fttal point attempt fell to
Annie Fitzgerald, her shot
hlocked, Miamh Rockett ga-
thered the breaking ball and
senta dangerous delivery into
the large paralleksgoarn Leat
Hray clargel onto buk
couldn't make contact with.
All it had required was the
alightest touch to take the slko-
tar past the cutcoming Amy
Lee. As it was, though, Cork

cleared the danger, The play
ended with Hannah Looney
E:ulunglhn tsat the Davin

nd to send Cork 06 fo 01 in
front,

Another Waterford

mkr;l:ﬂunmm not

ke, Oppor-

@iunliy far mone

clear-cut than Bray’s half
opening. Fowr minates o
first-half stoppapes, Annic
Fitzgorald was fouled by Libby
Coppinger fior a Ity. Im ar-
rears by 1-8 to this was
Watarford's ticked fo pevive
thefr own causs and the final
itself. An opportunity to send
them back down the tunnal
believing. Beth Carton
steppet forward, ber penalty
effort missing the top lelt
corner of e goal and insted
flying wide. A& deflating end to
a defating first hall for the
finsal newcomers. As cminodis

& &ign as any that this was not
going to be their afternoon.

With a solid grip al-
3 -Hﬂ}

readly on
Dy Cup, Cork
@ capiain Amy

O'Connor clasped both hands
firmly anto the main prize
when producing a sensational
two=-minute hat-trick within
foar minates of the restart.
Thi miin may have subsided,
bt with a sooreling of 48 o 0-
2 and still 25 minutes belt to
rumn, this final was a washoul.
{'Connor was fed by centre-
forward Flona Keating for the
flrst, made and finighed the
secoqd all on her own when
displaying her trvdemark
turnaf s #a gt n froam the
Cusack Stamnd side, and was
assisted Ty fellow inside for-
waril Katrina Mackey fr her
hat-irick. For a forwand wiho
managed onky one point frons
play weross Cork's 2021 and
w2 All-Ireland finnd defeats,
O'Connor 1‘=H:h;mtéi$ﬂuunﬂ
wanting on gccnslon,

- Eoghan Cormican

Pain can be fuel
and hurt can
motivate Deise

to greater heights

S aneutral, you want

o heavy mvisbal firal.

The crowd of just

v 30,000, inelusding
a huge Waterford contingent,
wis thi biggest ever on All-
Iraland camogie fnal day, bat
thi waceny't quidie the

ar that you want

camoghe’s act to b,

That's ot fo sy there

mﬂrﬁn'llmm_ apﬂlﬁ. .
ar pocepting the trophy,
Emﬂﬂpuiﬁ;my O°Connor
gave A rousing s i
reaching oul :ulﬁﬂmt&leﬂ
Whaterford team as the
henvens opened in Croke
Park. Weve been whore you
are, she told them; we know
how' you feel. O°Connor also
showed respact o her oppo-
nints kn e way that she
ruthbessly put them to the
sword eardy in the second half.
She wasn't going fo patronise
ihem by tapping i aver when
golden opportunities aroge,
Thnee strikes, you're out,

In the RTE studio, Anne-
Marke Hayes was amused by
thie slated Lanra Treacy's
assartion that it had been far
oo long sinee they 1ibed the
Dy Cup, Five years ks
hivrdly a fumlme, Buk it's all
relative. Foracounty, a Hﬂ#ﬂﬂf
five vears is not much in
scheme of things, but five
goedrs is sl a long ime in o
plaver's caresr,

'.E'at-arﬁml had a far preater
paychologbeal B e climb: 78
years since they lnst appeared
in a finad, and never having
won, Moutrals and Dédse
{aithful alilke would fave been
drawn into the aplimism
around thiz Waterford team.
Mavbe they would have a
breakthrough, Hibe Wexford in
2007, Thew'd come close to
besting Cork in last year's
semi-final; who's to say they
couldn®t match them again?

Dhespite the heartacho of the
ey suloy piacit b

viously enjoy playing in
Croke Park, and they bossed
the game almast from the gpet-
go, dominating ooy nd
backing themselves to pick off
superh scones. Their thorny
path to the final — beating
fellow Big Three members
Kilkenny and Galway —
seerns to have stood to them.,

Yo found yourself thinking
of the Waterlord hurlers in
2008, [ always remember Jehn
Mullane’s defianes from thad
day, and Lorraine Bray
o magnificent bedh Carton,

poent .
who af midfleld was further
from the danger tomne than
she wionldl have 1iked, mmd
wilvs shouldered a hu
individlual responsibikity for
petting Waterfond on the

Eimear

Ryan

scoreboard. She made conunt-
less weaving solo runs, toak a
falr amennt of punishing
tackles, then had tostand over
thee resailting frees herself. I'm
glad her overconked ponalty
o the strakee of half time was
nu-;: deciding factor in the
enid.

Winterfard just had no buck,
beginning with defender Vikki
Faleoner being stretelered ofl
after just a few minwbes.

Lorraine Bray gol booked
fior clearging in ithe 14th min-
who, perhaps the one ridicu-
1niis rule that remaing to be
routed from the cumogie rule.
ook, They eouglved up frees
in scoreabbe positions for
O"Connor, and were often
themeelves awarded frees
when Waterford players were
on the break and advantage
might have been a betber call

Tien minates firom holf fime,
Broy was unlucky m o
connect with A mntalising ball
in from Miamh Rockest. They
Just never got that break.

The tereackous Cork defence
packed the Walerford scoring
o Hke n phalenx and didn't
lief Ehem have an inch of space.

Waterford's fouch needed fo
be imypeccable to cope, and it
wasn't alwaye At the other
ol of the plich, the Cork
forwards exploited the naivete
af the Waterford defonce.

Alnsosf every Corkl goal
came from draowing the kast
defender and Eving an over-
lapplng pass to & wadiing
tegmmeate, froan Sorcha
hMeCarian's sublime volley in
thi 25th minuie 1o O'Connor’s
three astonishing bangers
after half time,

Coarlk's approach is simplo
but effective: A running game
En which every plaver in
possassion has multiple
supporiing teammates going
wiil her, where ball is worked
out of defence methodicatly
through the Hnes, where the
forwards pull in tight and then
accordion ont info spece.

It's o stybe of play that de-
munnls high levels of (itmess,
communicaiion, tmesd, and
patience: knowing there'll bo
sameons 1o take the ball from
you, not coughing up pos-
seion or petting rid of the
tall for the sake af it

Wiaterford don't yet havethe
s conmective HEsne. Al
timnes, the understanding and
interplay between Carton,
Bray, and Rockeit was excege

lhnﬂhhulﬁ?t <
tebopathy is a
overthefield for
Cork. [ hope
Witerford
comie back
strong next
yur; | hops the
sting of this
piinlt is grist to
the mill. Pain
rsen be fuel, and
huert can moti-
wabo you o
ETW.IET“
Just sk
Cork.
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O'Connor, hEEETas ruthless Cork demolish i
Waterford to end e-year wait for All-Ireland Cta
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6 © SPORT ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE FINAL

Mid-season

shiftin tactics

finds winning
formulafor
awesome Cork

EXPERTVIEW
URSULA
JACOB

nderibe skies ol Croke
Park, Water{ord brought a
hreath of fresh air. A sea of
blue. A big crowd Anatnaos.-
phere crackiing with great
uﬂ:ﬂfmll_-uu. "
Then, just after hwo minutes. Vikkd
Fabcomer got injured. She plaved bril-
ﬁﬂr uJﬂ mm-rm:.ﬂ mm
uential presence, o
alf wasa real sethack. W neally unsetted
the team.
Bt theat aside, there was no debate,
Cork were Ciorke. Climicald Coeke Theywere

beEnil

Tnoked hungry - almosi as ilthey
were the ones who were in Eheir
firsy All-Iretand senlor im TE vesars,
[ tiele rather than their 29th.

They resembled a side an a mission.

They bost their kst two All-Ineland G-
nmls And that hu showed. Right (ram
the firss whisthe,

They settled so quickly, Comfora-
bl and controfled. Theirwork e was
redentless. They ahways sy a good side
an bullt from the back, nnd that was so
evident here,

The hungry Leesiders didn't allow
Waterford a crumib, surrounding their
opponents i vwos and threes, The Wae
terford attack would have found mone
rosoe o i

Corkwere snalfingout any hing of an
bz ais.

Anl then whien they had the beall, they
were so compesed, working it out from
defence, Short, precise passes. Assurad
and conflident.

T D
der amd supparting esch other.

Climb
I theat first hal Waterford were atiack:
gz the Hillensd, but by the interval they
T e i S
£ean :
they trailed by seven points. There, they
nunaged a comeback, but going intothis
one I felt the Deédse could mot afford 1o
g0 50 fr bethimd agraan.

Yet by hali-time | had dilferent
thiughts. Waterlond were behind by
mine, but 1 thought, hased on what [
saw in Croloe Park, that they had a per-
Iprmance in them.

‘Waseriord did shirw chamcter, Nobody
moneso than Beth Canon [pwasn't her
ﬂgﬂ;h;: mm tha's the

ol a .

Shewas unforunstewith that penalty

belone half-dme. She strack i sowell. 1

"‘Waterford did
show character,
none more so than
Beth Carton’

Waterford captain Lorraine Bray after her side's defeat. The Déise
contributed so much te this champlonship

by mdssed by inchues. In the second pe-
rigd, she sconed a fsbualous paint,
Bt this Cork teamwere ned for tum-

ing. producing oie of e greu All-fre-
lamd final d
And Amy or had sne of ihe

gamesof herlife. Ten shots on goal and
so0ring 3.7, 3-2 from play. She played a
real caplain’s part. Her mavement off
thet ball was so good. She was causing
havoe, She looked danperous amy tme
she gat iom. Sheworks so bard,
m:ﬂﬁnmr:yudhls THanage-
menl team deserveso much credit. They
changed thelr tactles during the sca-
son, and it worked. They combined Uhe
running game with betting the ball in
gquickly 1o the forwands, amd it proved a
winning combinaton,
Twonseywabchd the mabch (roan the
stanl. Like the Cork plinvers. bee has knouas

ﬂ'it-l'ﬂ'lim But,in
Mm#m lmﬁ'
" i

s P
et
whien Ashling Thampsan canse an, Cork
had already live im the netand the
O Dually Cup in the bag.

Matthevesyas quick i commend Wa-
terford o the seson they b Yestenday
wiasi'ta bre reflection of theirahilities.
It was suchia occasion for thenw
Thiere was a ot ol presare. Amd as good
s Cork wene, ihose litihe shioes of luck
et et psed s wenen Twith VWisterfond.

e meods slories ke Waterfomnd.
And, no iheywill besarn Erom days
like this, But there's not a team in the
country that coubd 't tadee bessons from
this Cork displu, They wiene awesoane.

Dejected Waterford players Beth
Carton and Laoise Forrest after
Iosing yesterday's All-lreland

Senfor Camagie final against Cork
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BANNERS FLY

HIGH IN FINAL

CLARE recovarnsd from
an atrocious stert and a
5-I:I.-Fl'|‘.'l|li|. deficil to record
o desarved victory in the
Gilen Dimplax All-iretand :
Pramiar Junior final Pl
The Bannor ware win-
g b tethe Tor the firat
timie since 2008 bart that
was the county’s first
boarn and it 1= efloctine
af progress Shannon-
side that they now have
nEncond outiit capabdo
ol securing the honours.
Tipparary played the
iasf gquarter at a numéerd-
cal disndvantage, nftor
the £2nd minuie :'.E.lllﬂng
aff of Clara Bronnan on &
Saoond :|I'E| o, It |.|'|Ej'
warg trending waber at
that [Uncture ammway.
They fought hard
ared :||:1u.:||?y kept Clon
soorploss, bul the darm:-
aga had been dona.
Bronnan opaned lor
Tipg atter 20 seconds,
thaugh Aoife O'Brion
was alert in the goals
and would 9o on 1o hove
an Sutstan |ﬁ!_] A,

Chances

THar wara missod
chances at sach end
bafore Tipp &coring
machine Jean Kelby
maca her first contribu-
tion with & neat polnt
in tha 1180 minerte, Tihat
Kadby wotild not have
the impact of provious
13'””'1'35 was 8 craditio
e direct opponent and
namiesake, the fantasts
Rachel Kelly.

The Clare K
arrof led 1o.a Tipe g
thirea minubes tater, tho
Premier's 11th of the
campalgn and amazs
Ingly, tha first that Jean
Eelly hadn't scanad,

The dafendor came out
af a mick with po
slon bt her hane

3-/
1-9

Clare
Tipperary

[ |||r'|t|||;| FI III_
1 O'CONCHUIR

the far comer of the not
from a tight anghe.

The moamentum umed
completaly frem thees
&nd the sides went in
at hati-time level on 1-5
each, Cladre Stakelum
axtended Tipp's advan-
tage brielfty but there
ware throe poinls i
row from Laoshhaisae
O Donnaoll and & brace of
sarah Lodghnane frees.

Bounce

Erennan and Meiahon
axchanged points and
tharo was p bownca in
Clare steps golng Inio
ihe dres .Ing OGS,

They continued as they
had {ef off and affor
an excoliont MeMahon
padnt, Cagimbe Cahdll
Sont m howitzes 1o the
Tlnp net in the 3dth
minute after O'Bolen had
s from hall-time sub
Adile Anderson

Horgan and Daly
swapped points whon
Clare Tound the mod again
just over saven minutos
afier the resuemplion
throwgh Caodmibtse Cahill

1T was about not
eonceding & major from
thvre aned thaugh' Joan
Kelly convartod thres
fraros

point jo
A tremendous biock

!.' t-||1u..1|:| H|:-|:||:| -'I{.r.la.J

ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE

B GAA / THOMPSON REVELS IN HER OWN

[

|
!
i

'

AMY GIVEN

THEY'LL remember this KEA" E and fell to the ground before half as Cork wrap theu
' whipping off her helmaot and 2ith title lon hﬂprdiufl
one as the Amy O'Connor Pau I slamming that down inte II'.'u: Sorcha MeCarian, son of

final, as the captain
inspired a famous win,

Down feotball great Greg.
Fionn Kesting slamined n

and

REPORTS

turd as well, szmfm
there, It muzst have felt =0

but spare a thought for If Cork Lad lost, it woul haw!- Is too.
Aghung Thgmpggn Cork 5-13 Hﬂtﬂ'f‘-ﬂﬂl 0-9 been & three-in-a-row af final Aside Trom the noe
A year agn, Thomy hlasted AlHreland Senior Camogie Final defeats having alse sli up me] f, it was an historic day
a |a-cr:|nl attempl wni":mr:ihﬂ' Repee e Rei-tirae E'EE;LLTT Galvay in the 2 I.J.I:r rlJ.‘FDEZBI.I.EE gﬂ 181 lurnn:d
rk's 24 rehs i 5 E il e '|']1-E:|" ware
ﬂﬁ%.ﬂ;ﬂeﬂ:ﬂ?fﬂm jdlfm All-Ireland winner Thompson Throw in Nathonal League treated to o Carker.
s ool abla B suffered cruciate knee ligament  finnl defents in 2022 and 2023 Hammeri
As the referes blew for Tall- dn and didn’t get back and they'd have been talking mng
time that day the ultrn to wction with Cork until the il & on Leeside, Heheloties bess Malthow
experienced midfelder started recent All-Irelond quarter-final S they turmed up at Croke Twomey smiled: “It's unbelisv-
walking and didn't stop untfl Wi over Kilkenny, Park on a mission 1o wreak able. But then we were saying
she reached the Defeat havoe and were ably led since January that some team
dressing-roans, - O’Connor who scored the Brst d get a hammering off us”
The rost of the Cack team She came on a5 5 sub in that podnt, putting Cark into o lead Unfortunately for Waterford,
veited on the febd as E.:unm'-ﬂml defeat of holders th ! AeVeT Ie hiedl, before  they were that tenm. Ti won'(
Eilkenny celebraied anc & PRI ORL Gal- E'ﬂ-l' ngther 3-§, ! be any consclation fo them that
; Thompson, 1o her credit, way in sopi-final too and k captain didn't so & firsi fnal appearance in 78
- gt eventually returned was hrought on aga E:'Hmarduy- mu:h lead by example s take  years still Fanks as
later for & teary clinch At full-time, she ash axe to Waterford's y wanted the win
with colleagues on har- ley in the air, of a landmark win. and buﬂ Senn Powes and I:
the pitch. ar-hu rgoals arrived in amatter  players were $o distraught that
8 beam-mate  of minutes early in the second-  they skipped the regular post

QUOTE ME ON THAT
- ed Welerfond § sum-
ber of % gver the last few
e gl ool

] WE

leand It easy agaiast
waterford. They readly hit us
that day earlisr this year ln
ik Mynster champlanship
Fairc Ul Chaalmh.
=They sutworksd us, the
EafensEty thivy brooght 'was
Rugn dad they really beat o
all pwer the fleld.”

Cark's Meakh Cabalane

STAR PLAYER

AMY 0"'COMMOR [Cark)
MO GUESTION absut this o,
Ay 0-Cesaor dida’t just
l‘lhll:ll'ﬂ‘ll:l Wadesferd
a1 beam captain = she
traught & rante
18 Delte’s daar
remarkalie 37, i beake
dawn &4 10 thels, 10 scores,
She wis alveady ceatribut
well with five Flrst=hat
paints, bet ook things op
seadral halehes babweea the
33rd aed 35Eh minubes. Her
pralt amowsied be o miztere
of impretaive positl
timing, pace and deler
{hani s ke single handedly
e Walerford asunder,

DUAL OF THE GAME
Wihaa Wakerfeed defender
Wikkl Falcomer wenk ofl early
withi an lajury. the Delse
revet Balr mabch-ups.
Keeley Corbett Barry oot the
readly sticky wichet with Lay
BrConser, In Carbialt Banry's
delence, 0" Caanor was
unmariabbe on form. Perkips
the most Inbrigeiang batile
wat &t thi alhier end where
Cork's Meabh Cahelans wisd
hiead-1a-Bedd wilk Wateriord
ferward Hiamk Rockett.

SCORE OF THE GAME
0'Connee’s vecoad was &

"‘“‘*“"""‘ﬂhm

iceal I8 her nestrlz and
bt ands with a
terriic run belore blailing
beyond Briesnas IEege.

: ¥
L E T with Ihu l".- .T.|||"1, Cup



0’Connor’s goal blitz
dashes Decies hopes

enateh press conference,
What mhlthe:r hm'? aaid 1o

cxplnin rt nll oW Tyt
Sure, things m re boen
a little different

Carton ol Mﬂﬂfi
wide appraachin hnl[—tlnu.
Brut it would ondy haoe Teft six
poinis hetween them ot hall-
time ingtead of nine, 1-9 1o 0-3
And O'Connor's blitzkrieg of
nals in just over two minutes
Eﬂwu-n the 23vd pnd 35th
minutes would still have wiped
them out anyhow
O'"Connor sadd: "A very prowd
doy for me, obvicusty. T come

from quite o small junior club
an the northside of the city. We
haven™t hnd too much success,
“8a it is mice to be able {o do
something like this amd to rep-
resent the chib snd the areas.

Focused

“I didn't realizs I hod scored a
hat-trick until snmeane said it
:Eﬁr the l'l‘!lﬂ'.?,“‘hi:-ﬂt i% prob-
ably a good t becouse we

were just !uu[fttuu:lm the
nexl ball, the Boxt %:&,
\_ whatever it might
“Thatl might soand
clichied but

Thomg ey o et 43

vl Craves £ b

a7

deidion) Thormgrion Tlor el |

(e Cahabis 430 Tl L
g B gty 8 ke Hﬁﬁl

= e Miogecaid § for Lmch 54

Brfprer: jite Sevedy (eriress

ihats the way we dreve it for
| the Lagt theoe, four monthe

“It wos & buliding

prodeme,

.ﬁmr:h:ng WIS & rrehess W
plaged

a certakn wagt Oher focus
wna nlws um the next thing,

think oo

ihe next €
Sl dl.d-n t real
rech about it in

gome, what

I'd poared. Tt's obviowsty nice Tt

iz probak
wnuJ:Inl
To think

m af

phm

:mrnrth:EL'lu.t you

tioning this Coark team I:l-l:t[" a
few weeks npo nfter s series of

!‘l‘llﬂEl:f IE'I::":|
es o Ceinlwag.
Munsier rier- 'E
Wakeris

amapicnzlii]
nlen

mal ha

Cark defender Meabh
Cakalane sald: “Waterford
cuiworked us that day, the

intensity they brough

y real

Fuege ard
cld. 1

all over the

[ 7
bl s
kWi

kind of loaked

arsel e

F

JI'R'-F—

il

)

colbectively and individually
and withowt anybody saxing too
miuch, training the next week
wenl Up a bevel We felt we had
thﬂﬂlhlfl'lﬂ 1+ 1M

“That conld hove been & turn-
inﬁ: podnt in aur season,”

at that O'Conpor aver really

hm.lghumn takk that Cork wore
in mild=season turmodl cither

Patch

She saud-"While prople were
saying we wenl :.hmu& a bod
patch, there was anoe 0
twice we aclually played poorly.

=1 think the mosl imaoiiant
thing waa that we siack fo-
gothor asn ]

Tewamey said it was simply &
reliel 1o pet over the line.

He said: "Definitely mossive
relief. To 'Inse the All=Ircland
Inxt year was very hard. But we
learnexd 26 meche IL was Tweak-
ing ralher than Pm&lng the
nuckear batlon.
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al weould have
been a Brillkant come-
back win for Mealh, I:lul

bt it was a
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ul afort and
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mylriust
ol irou
Kepper &
the hald,

FINALE

Meath -6
I]u::ry'_ 1-3

BT h-:'.u L|l..ll:||l'll.i
Meath neimindes Tora

M rE s S iy
cMbchodl spait
s agaln and
5 1.8 to 1-1 al tha

had &1
LTI

Wasted

Thay hd wasiod &
couple ol more chances,
ng a missed pen-
afty, when Minogue shod
siraighl al ribkin, |.--|-||-|-|

scramble boforn sub
Aolbhinn Lally found the
necessary finish: From
there, it was all Meath.




Classy Cork end the

A winning
approach:
Stylish,

confident,
brave, and
measured

TS rare vou got 06 enjoy an All-Treland fnal
asn manager and toam.

esterday was a doy when Cork could bask
in the glory of a dominated final,

The viciory was nd more than they deserved
after beating the All-Treland champions Kil-
kenny, and thelr bogey team in recent years,
Galway, en route.

Wi predicied & comforiakde win.

I said on Saturday that if Cork clicked.
Witerford could get smacked, and smacked
they wone,

Mo one likes to see n team suffer a defeat Llike
that in Croke Park, but Cork weren't there for
sentimaont.

Waterford needed everyithing to go right for
them. Losing ¥ikkl Faulkner in the second
manute was a ke bow and too upzettling for
them to cope with,

She was predicted oo give whomever she
pleked up o tough afternoon. In her absenee,
both Batring Mackey and Amy O'Connor ran
rial.

While Waterford didn’t put eight behind the
ball, they played Beth Carton teo deep, out
arouasd the mbddle.

PR HCR

Her imjnet w5 minimal thanks in no small
part to thie excellent work of Aclfe Healy. 1
mentiensd in my proaview that Waterford
neicled fo push Carlon op and that they had to
fincl o way to get o supply into her through Orda
Hickey, Lorraine Bray, amd Abby Flynn

They didn't do that. Cork dominated the
el third.

However, from a Waterford perspective, was
it o case of robbing Peter to pay Pal?

Cork had just teo many stars for them (o
cope with.

Rachel Walsh was given the job of marking
Laura Treacy.

Sirange 1o see 4 eentie-Forward go shoulder-
to-shoulder with the contre-back. Creating op-
portunithes of searing wasn'ton Walsh's radar,
Just stopping Trkey,

Drocsn't that say it all as to the approach
Waterford took into the pame? But again, haed
10 blame them, such was the mammoth tazgk
they faced.

Beth became somewhat disturbed herself,

You'd put vour house on her scorlng thai
penaliy but deat's what Ceolie Park ean do to
YL,

Cork wene comfortable with their nine-paint
balf-thme lead,

The e wis over, weconld all see that, bt
it brcame unbenrnble for Waterford five min-
utes ifbor the restart,

A hat-trick by Captain Amy O'Connor knskde
ENIBISE CORk 40 A ey s e ofF >

an Ireland title a -
hat-trick in the process. RpEinE s

Aoife Healy had a vital rele to play in marking Beth
Carton. Picture; Bryan Keane/Inpho

Match analysis

Linda
Mellerick

Bkl thee Inoninent maow,
Cork's management oould enjoy the second

half

Waterford didn't have the speed; they didn’t
have the depth of good hurlers that Cork had,
W knew that coming inte the game. The only
question beforehand was whether Cork would
turm up and how what they were capable of. 1
il @ feeling they woitld.

Thary wanted this one 50 badly and 1 felt the
shackles were off having beaten the two coun-
ties alresdy mentioned. [ believed they woubd
go into the final in & more relaxed frame of
mind than the kst two vears apd that they
weoutld enmjoy the garme,

"I"Jmi'-u:-n,la}'ed §e. And it shoaed,

While Amy will ged the plaudits, whit about
ihe unselfish play of Katrina Mackey?

Two goals she had a direct hand in after
drawing thiree and four defenders each time.
Her first pass to Sorcha MeCartan on 25 which
wiis nbcely finished slgnalled the el of Water-
ford's challenge.

All of Cork put thelr shoulder to the wheel,
all were stvlish, all were confident, all were
measured and brave in their approach.

That all comes with experience and confl-

dence.

1‘];‘:{ would have been forgiven if they had
started to throw the ball around and show off a
bit as the second half wore on.

They didn"t though. They stuck to their
ganme lan, worked hard, teacked back, and Ht-
erally snuffed out any Waterford attack, No
seEntiment tﬁ'ﬂ-l'l.‘j.

Cork’s inside line seored 410, 4-5 from play.
Cirlaith Cahalane came on and made it 6.

Imagine how Waterford must have felt, 44
mifutes in when trailing by 4-10, o see Cliona
Healy, Orle Cronin, and Ashling Thompson
oater the fray.

All thirew their weight aronnd, Thompson
mi-:]] ot of I‘]ﬂil,

aniah Looney was outstand start
to finish, i e

Her runz foraard were massive in that open-
img half and she Aipped to a more defens-
iwe pole o tle second half, each time driving
otk anel forwand with the hall,

For the meutral, they are possihly lamenting
ithit i was o poor final,

It wasn't & poar final, Waterford should have
gone for it more, but Cork were class.

the Leesiders’ win over Waterford at Croke Park yesterday.

Cork’s Katrina Mackey takes on Waterford's Kate
Lynch at Croke Park.  Picture: INPHO/Laszlo Geczo

Abby Flynn challenges Hannah
powerful game.

Conk poalkespinr Aty Lus nalaliiabas Kad SR B bl sord b Ghissiens Sverhes i g

Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Logney, who had 2
Pictune: INFHO/Lasxlo Geczo

Score of the Game: You
could piek any of Amy
O'Connor goals as con-
tenders as she finished all
with style, But the honowr
has to go to Flona K&u.tlhﬁ
for the simply subline

that Grla ﬂmnln.E o
hor as she didn't break
stridie to collect and score.

Turning Paint: The first
five minutes of the second

half were key to secaring
Cork's win. Even though
they woere well ahead the
three goals Killed off any
ho'i of o Waterford come-
b 1 [ £

Pla pti;t‘ th:-njr:hmm ¥ou
plnper at 1-back otit, bt
when you score a hat-trick
of goals in an All-Ireland
final the sccolade has o go

Story of the Game

to Amy O'Connor. The cap-
foin led by example from
start to finish. ;
Ref Watch: While voil nevet
agren with all the decisions a
referas makes. hi dida’t
have any {nfluence in the
final result. Probably the
wis the o 3
aley to Waterford, At
didn’t matter fn the end.



drought in stvl
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Ry D'Connor of Cork celebrates after completing her hat-trick in the Glen Dimplex All-Ireland Senfor Camogie Champioaship final win aver neighbours Waterford at Croke Park.

Cork 5-13
Waterford 0-9

THE drought is finally ever for Cork -
and they did it In style as they were
crowned Glen Dimplex All-Treland
senior camogie champions at Croke
Park yesterday.

Having not won the tithe since 2018,
with losses in the Last two finals, there

WL a dmmjnaﬂnn inthis qu.l.!ﬂ [ {¥] 1t douabled m.i lead ms Chlbot $|-'

make it 1-T to 0-1.

hesded for fnjury-dme.

Ficture: [NPHOEen Brady

minwtes left it was 4-11 8o 0-7.

Carton landed another free for With 50 minuies on the clock, the
Waterford as they tried to
contontion, Mackey and
added points for Cork as the game  Keating and she made it 511 to 0-7.

ﬁt hack in [ifth I came when Orla Cronin
cCartan o skmply sublime ball to Fiona

re: this, it was simply a case

Long
Carton A point from a free be-  of waiting for the final whistle to go to
fore Waterford wers thrown a lifeline Bt the celobirntions begin, When it did
when they were somewhal controver- it was sheer joy for Cork.
sially awnrded a penalty, But Carian  Soooesm fer
put it wide to see the Rebels In a com- &0 1-1, Fiaating mnic

Cark: & OCarrer 37 bg!.’m
18, f ifi.

t theat right and they did so. rson pointed from a long-distance  p5nding 1.9 to 0-3 lead at half-time H Loonary, © Cafuilans O-
FuLed. by the likes of Aolfe Healy. gae O-'g:nnr pointed a free and she mt the porfect start to the soc-  Waterford:  Caten 0.7 {38 ), M Rocked, L Famas!
Libly Coppinger, Katrina Mﬁ and added ﬂmm: to make it 0-4 10 N0 ;04 holf when Fiona Keatlng burst for. 21 %ath o : |
SaCHRTH . DR & e | 5 Hayes {51 -
m;tmhuwri;;nrkm ﬁmr nmre‘" ford got. oif the % 15 mi _wd:::mgl el O'Conpor b fo ralse nem L ¢ - D
Add in captain Amy O'Cennor, who ~ tes in with Carton {iring over = wishin a piinute []l]auwrhmi her Eﬂ‘m".:.n“m'""mi LG Ay i[c.;-.-' A
leat by examphe all , and it was Mﬂﬁm“m“lmﬁ“ ‘second goal, this time Mackey setting i C ey
her theee goals in the first milmtes gg:e. mﬂ'ﬂmmurlandedmum her up, tomake it 39 to 04 And from  Sesing {Courcay . H Leoney (Hlgaghi; &
af the second half that Eilled off any h'-‘l‘ﬂﬁrﬂﬂrk mﬁy Lee the restart Mackey regained pos- m mmw- K Maciory g |
hope of a Waterford win. £0 et Inariees. o1k mﬁu from [ret  goscion and played in O'Connor to i i 5
Cork were simply awesome and  thit droppe shortas shecleared,  complete her hat-trick and it was game e Ik C i e A T
ﬁ?ﬂ'halmw. ?M'!Eﬂlum |t!n|:lnu$r:mul'lh1'thnt crease the Rebels load before 07 Con- i at this early stage, as the Rebels  aon (Mitors) for 5 McCanihy @0k G Canaiana (5

Th e was hardly on when it had nor got her first from play a8 they led -
b slniﬁtnan imfury to Waterfopd's  bY 0-T100-1 after 2 minutes.
Vikki Falconer, which saw her re- Thres minaies later and Cork woers

further

placed by fona Heffernan. A
w1 pleked up the siiothar, took on the
In a low-scoring start it sk 1 ks R A

the ninth minwte for e seconid soopd

led 49 10 €-3.

Carton pulled o point back from n  for P Mackey (53
freo For Witerford but it wis o cose of  WATERFORD: B CfRegan, ¥ Falong, L Formst, K
damage limitation for the Deise. m'ﬂ Gorboll Burry, G Garrol, M Powar; O

A Flynn: M OBrien, B Calon, L Beay &

whon Katrina Macksy  wiamh Rockett got their first point Filzgoenid, N focker, A 'Wakh.

kng Aot hve

-ﬂﬂdhyhﬂmﬂhmlmﬂtwlthm Gubas | Hef o'V Fafoorae £3inD. b Bows

e M Pzswtsl (), T Powsr bar b O'Beion (80, il

fe
|
B 55 o i1 whi v
tn come, with both sides having twa mﬂmm beick of thie net, to “guﬂuummm:dﬁﬁrﬁ-ﬁhﬁ; o wnc;mu ua.srwuﬂwlltumqm

wrides fn hetween,

" Three reasons why Cork delivered on the big stage

L gm?:::h Fainly the

Thie old n Is W Was oo

CRSE fufggri%:d any day you get five, you

penernlly win, in & final. They were all key sores,
ihe three at the start of the seconid half,
any hope of a Waterforil comehack,

Tough defence
Cork's sucoess was built on a solid defenoe. They

wete simply outstanding, starting with Amy Lee.
Om the two oceasions her goal was half threatened
ghe didn’t panke, and that labl dowmn the foundaticn
af their win,

In front of her, Libby Coppinger Is a full-back
that any forward histes to coms ap sl ah she is
:‘Jg;lri.sh i the tackbe and doesm' D glve andfone an
nch.

Aronimd ler the likes of Laura Tracey, Pamela

Mackey, and Meabh Cahalane all played thelr part.

Having last the Last two All-Ireland finats, and the
league final earlier this year, these players and
thelr manapement were hurting: Thers was a
determination to put that right and make up for
ihnse bdses and, from il frst mitiate b the ks,
they nevar let up.

Cork ,
player
W Amy Lec: Didn‘t hiave too
miukch to do bt her alaks,
s nlwnys, were on the mark. 8
B Pamela Mackey: Coped
with everyihing that came her
way. Whon there Was a game
im it, ‘Waterford could fine no
way through. §

m Libhy Coppinger: 5o
dependable, the penalty wis
harzh, Tenaclous, hard as

nails, great marker. Didn't
give Annie Fitzgerald an inch.

B

B Meabh Cahalane: Out-
standing all seazon, carely
puts a foot wrong. Yestérday
waz another day where she
was Misz Dependable, Calm
and measaned, §

B Laura Haves: Picked up
Lorcaine Eray at tines and
didn't g#ive her nn Inch. A
greal hﬁuu}: on 19 minutes
which helped (o wear Waler-
ford down. B

B Laura Treacy: Cork’s
Ivnehpin. Man marked bui
won vitnl frees and posssssion
and broke out in her custom-
ary style to executs excel.
lently. 8

B Izzy O'Fegan: Didn' put a
foot wrong, Has grown in
confidence and strture this

soasop, 8
B Saoirse McCarthy: Sets
high standards. Covercd
hikge amount of ground even il
she didn’t always get on tho
ball. Drew Walerford's atten-
tiomn, &
B Aoife Healy: Whal a per-
formance ot Widterford's star
layer. It shows the trusi
EA'.-I‘ 'z manngement have in
Healy 1o leave her with the job
when Carton started at mid-
fiokd. 9

H Chioe Sigerson: Worked
hard. Put herself about in
Cork's half-forward e, Gead
apening hall free converted, #
W Fiona Keating: Created
Amy Connor's first poal and
siruck one for hersell on 50
minutes after brilliant cus-
omary plercing runs down
the mixdlic., &

B Hannah Looney: Ouf.
e b B smine et
W n the open
Worked her socks off, Part of
{he Funning ernand from
the middle third that woe knew
Waterford wouldn't b able to

gtop, 8

B Amy O'Connor; It's rarea
player gots o 10, Hut 10 =lots,
all geormd. A hat-trick, Cap-
tain. Enoaph said. 10

B Kntrina dMackey: Brilliant,
Worked like a trofan. Unself-
ish. Drow three and four of
Waterford's defence amd off-
foaded bo asaist bwo goals. 9

# Sackrse  MeCariam:
Warked hard, hit 1-1, pul lsor-
self akout. 8

®| Cliona Healy: Infroduced
on 44 minutes, Didn'l seo 2
kg anseaint af ball bt cower-
it huan- ground. 8

| Ashling Thompson: Got
a1 fin onormous amoant of
ball despite getting just 10
minntes of normal time. 8

B Orla Cronin: What a pass
kit Fiona Keating wha "t
even have o break stride for
fer goal, & |
| Orlaiih Cahnlane: Added
owen grenbor spesd to Cork
inskde e, Ploked off & nice
podnt b additional thme. 8

m Meabh Murphy: Lote
camen alber a tremendlons Sen-

noi, T &
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ALL-IRELAND CAMOGIE FINALS

LETHAL AMY’S
REBEL TREBLE

0O’Connor’s quickfire -haick_ blows Déise away

- ’ — 7 Silvas
Licork EH 7P \5\1 - Ashiing
' WATERFORD [E] 0% - \ an Hanar
By PHILIP LANIGAN g | | ot
B i ‘ {right)

ER sporting talent
iz such that it's not
a big leap to think
that Amy O'Connor
could have been
feted by thousands of Ire-
land fans outside the GPO
on Thursday night at the
homecoming reception for
Ireland’s World Cup team.
After all, she shared a stage ai
international level underage with
her fellow Cork Knocknaheeny
star Denise O Sullivan. And she
had the talent to pursue a dream
that led O'Sulllvan and the rést ol
Vere Pauw's sguad to making his-
tory Down Under with guolifica-
Limn for football’s Bl Show,
Instead, she followed her own
cRmoElie dream.
At Croke Park
dedication to the

Her ruthless
finishing put
a one-sided
final to bed

off 50 handzomely for her oounty
In the space of a couple of minutes
at the start of the seoond half she
fired in & remarkabie hat-trick of
poals. It's hard to imagine Croke
Park ever witnessing anything like
it where a player bagged a hat-
trick in a senjor final in such o
short space of time. From the 33rd
to the 35th minute, her exhibitbon
of finishing put an already one-
sithadd contest to bed.

It was & ruthless display of finish-
ing byt Cork who were adready 1-9
to 0-3 ahead at half-time before
pulling the fool to the fleon

All three were created by Cork's
strong running and ability to either
create an overlnp or enough space
for the 5t Vincent's corner-forward
to o her thing.

The first she fashed to the net

esterday, her
ork cause pald

from close range; the seeond sha
sgtole in from the rlght corner to
plek her spot, The third? Set up
this time by full-forward Katrina
Kackey, the last pass allowing her
to fMinlsh from close range,. Mackey,
O'Connor and Sorcha MoCartan
— who arored albly the piek of
the bunch in the st half — caused
Winterford trouble throwghout.

At the fnal whistle, O'Connor
sank to her knees on the pitch
before being swallowed up by
dielidous tenmmatoes.

It was o sweet redemption for

%

Leadirng
Ights: Amy
Connor
{main
netted a hat-
trick, Beth
Carton (left)

Cork after back-to-buck All-Ire-  their support that contributed to a

land defeats at the hands of Kil-
kenny and Galaay, This first title
gince 218 also extended thear bemd
in the rofl of honour to 29,

And it felt Niting that it was

O'Connor, a5 Cork captain, who
lifted the ODuafly Cup.
Mo words can offer Waterford con-

solation for =eceing their own All-
Ireland dpeams sLam on in such
emphatic fashion. ¢ Difise have
endured tough days on big Croke
Park ocoasions between this and
the hiders” continued Liam Mac-
Carthy Cup drought and it was a
cruel end to a senson in which the
contributed =0 much. While G
«nme in as favoeurites, the hmﬂ
!

dmusnnl:r Int%hl;: Wnti.:t'fﬂ& the:

posed of Tip a
final, ot to nwntlg[ll:r{helr Munster
:hmnrpmnm'.%m ovier Cork, famz
the big Witerford support plenty of
reason for optimism. And it sas

new recond attendance for 4 Stan-
dalone camogie final of 30,191,
Unfortunately, in what was the
county's first senfor final app-ear-
ance sinee the 1945 defeat by
Antrim, they never gob going and
were overrin by a powerful, free-
running, free-scoring Cork side,
Beth Carton did c.gIE' the fight
from start to fAni=h wihen her
nalty flashed high and wide just
pn the stroke of hall-time, IE
summed wp Wiaterfond's day,
She finished with all but two
ints of her side's total, with onky
famh Rockett and Lagise Forreat
adding to her total of 0-7 with a

polnt aplece, !

It didn’t help Weterfond's cause
that Vikki gr crumpled to
the ground only minutes in and
had to be carted off Whether it
wns down or not to the occasion

Bk Waterford were [ooking a bit

i T
nervy and were slow to settle.

Cork were the opposite, O'Connor
greeted the first score of the game
with a fist pump and puosted
whiat was comé 4% her team
jumped into a 0-4 to 0-0 lead.

Waterford needed a score. And it
came from  Carton who really
F%“mﬁm“'r““"“mminﬂ"ﬂﬁ

el runs
nothing, th :{Eme she sprinted
clear and fived an sbead-
ing point. That it took until Lhe
1.5t.§: minute was a worry for
Wikterford,

Cork were far more confldent and
fiuid in thelr play with Laura
Tracey, Aalfe Healy, Hannah
Looney and Fiona Keating full of
energy and inventlon,

Thén eame the fArst big swing
moment. Rockett played a ball in
front of the and into the path
of Lormaine Bray - she went to vol-
lay it past the goalkeeper but

migged the m and the chance

WS Fone.
Ju:ﬁota rub it in, Cork broke at
pace and Looney stroked over a
Eui,n.t. on the ron. Instead of being
-5 to 1-1 and jost the minfmaen i
it, Cork had clear duylight with'a
fAve point lead.

Then Katring Mackey took the
ball on the turn and flew past
marker Kate h in the 25th
minute, After drawing the last
defender, she played a foated pass
across to MceCartan who showed
such and com re to hit a
lovely cushioned waolley to the net.

At 1-7to 0-1, this was already

O e~
i e - -
Anng Fitzgerald did 50 well L0
the bhall into her band and was
ndled to the ground as she shot.
Referee John Dermody went in
and copsulted with his umpires



Ruthless Cork crush Waterford's
dreams to claim final glory

Denis Walsh

at Croke Park
O'Connor strikes a
lightning hat-trick in
biggest winning
margin for 64 years

Falrytales are heartless, They
arick vou in andspht you ot Wa-
perford's jrrney 10 the All-Ire-
e ﬁnnimmir firstin 71 years,
had been the story of the came-
gie summer, but the dreamy
make balieve camie to o withir-
g emd. Cork won their 29th -
the by 19 paints, 5-13 o 0-9, the
higgest winning margin in asen-
iorfinnd in B4 yoars,

Cark were dnmim;_;yim;n
the beginning. and useerly ruth-
bess i thetr finighing, bat the
game was blown to sinhier-

cens st afver hallaime when
the Cork caprain Amy O'Con-
norsearedihree poak in 119 see-
onds, surely the [astest
hat-trick in the historyof senios
finals., women's oF men's,
O'Connor finished the ¢
with a singgering tally of 3T,
scoring with every shat she di-
rected at fhe target.

“1i"s a very proud day for me

* abviousky and for my clab.” said

' Connor. =1 come from a very
small cluls, a junbor club on the
northside of the ciry [Si
Vincents). We baven't had 1o
much suceess at club level, g0
ir's nice 1o e able (o do some-
thing like this 1o represent the
cluband ihe are.

=| didn't realise [ scored a
hat-ireck until someane sakd it
o e after the m:ihrh —tvm'nirhis

r-ul:-nl:l-lj' i i LS
ﬁrmmm%ﬂwm-r:gqheM|
ball, the next pass, whatever it
might be. And thag mighit sound
w0 cliched but that's the way we
drove it for the lnst three or four
manihe”

Iy was aday of sweet redemn
ghan for Cork. They had lost
kst two All-lreland fimals, and
the last rwe Nathonal Leagoe fi-
naks to boot, Earlisr in the year

they stumbled inta a lour-game
Iosing screnk, including adeleu
o Waterferd in the Munster
championship, 2nd to Galway
in the opering game of the
round-robin  series, By
mid-June their season was af o
crogsroads.

“We went threugh a bad
patch in the middle af the year
and [ suppose everyone wrote
ws off, " said Marthew Twemey,
the Cork manager.

‘Pressura’
“ i e v ey Wt s el as
a spur. Aler we got beaten by
Galbway in Athenry we just hada
real lang chat with ourselves,
We went into the Down game
under pressure, the Clare game
under Are, EVETY pme
wio've been under ferocionss
pressume,

=Even moday we were umler
ficroe pressure comng phere.
These plavers are just incredi-
bie. The mpre thelr backs were
o e wall thee better ey pot,
What thisy ot todday they iotally
deserve, they were immense.
Wewere sayimg iUsinee Janary
thent soame fesem okl gee a ham-
e off us.®

Thai prophecy linally came

Inside Page 5

B Senior:C'Connor’s
espress hat-trick ends Cork
hegrthreak

M Intermediate: Derry and
Meath must doitall agan

B Jundor:Clare overcome
slow start tosee off Tipp

Carten had been magnifi-
oent on Waterford™s run to the
final angd her performuonce yes-
terday was an ormamicni on the
finnl. Of Waterford's total of
pine points she sccounted for
sevien, fneluding the score of
the match midway chrough the
secand lalf, Skaloming IJ'ﬂ'l}llﬁ
the migldle third, Bouncing t
Ball odf the grownd and back up
on to her stk she launched a
sweet ghat an the rn from 55

T metres.

e, This »wis hanging by
a |hrt:da§:mmﬁ: whi_:pn Cork
struck for thele st goal, fve
minutes before half-time: Sor-
chea McCartan finished Katrina
Mackey's pass to the met, un-
marked on the edge of the
saquare. Thiat g Cork 17 go -1
in lront, a nine-polngsdvaniage
ehey hebd untd the break.

Any remate chamte of o Wa-
terford comeback probalily per-
st i firsi-half injury time
when they walked :equ;r cmpe
ty-handed from a penalty. An
nie Fitzgerald was hrought
diwvm and Beth Carton stom] wp
v the shor; she hit it with pace
bt it Mew inches wide of the top
COTTHET,

She hir thar paint on ler
right-heapd =ide, and streck all
of her long-range [recs on that
sicle as well. Bul for short-range
{rees Carton switches 1o her
lieffe, arwl shie took the penaliy on
her backhand side, To be able
o generate as moch power as
st did op the penalty with her
nan-doamant hand was anoth:
or illustration of her luminous
talent.

Waterford, though, could
never settle into the game, or
find amy rhythm, Vikki Fabcon-
er, the beader of thelr defence,
was injured in the st coapleof
minutes and corrbed off on 3
stretcher, breplacenbie csson-
thally, As the hall wore on her
loss mounted up. The Cork

m Cork players celebrabe with
the O'Dudly Cisp adter their
ernphalic win over Wateriond
ak Croke Park, frdmoamirg

B AN HEARL R

fll-forward line  tormertod
them and Bnished the game
weith -0k

Midway throagh the firs
hall, when the game was sill
alive, Lormaine Bray couldn’tap-
ply ilee finishing touch to a
Miamh Bocketr cross, just four
or five yards from the Cork

al. Who Envoves how a 5000
ike that might have changed
the mood! Waterford needed
something tosertle their nerves
andmake them feel ke thdy be-
longed, That eomforn mever
Cammie,

Trwas Cork's fiest All-Ireland
simce BOLE, and in (bt time the
pagied has gone thirough reeolu-
gtiens, OF the 32 playvers in the
current Cork squad, 200of them
were winming Useir [fe3t medal;
I the quarier-final and semi-f-
nal fhey climinated the veams
that had beaten them inthe last
mwo finals, exorcising those

By the e, they were un-
e clEampions, e



and
Meathmustdo
it again after
draw in decider

Derry

Paragh O
Conchiiir
at Crolke Park

Royal County will
feel they left title
behind them after
wasting a number
of goalscoring
opportunities

19
26

Derry
Menth

Derry and Meath will have o
dio it all over again afver the
pair edaild nog be separated in
anentertaining Glen Dimplex
All-lreland imtermediaie
camiogie final nt Croke Park,

Aol Minogue hadd a late op-
portunity o snatch what
world have been a brlliant
comeback win lor Meath, Db
Iser glvot Teom & diffieulr free
drifbed just wide afver looking
o target for most of its trajec-
tery. Hawk-Eve did not inter
cide o indicnte that the um-
pire-had made an incormect de-
ctsion and (hat was st

Drual sear Minogoe hadet
eer besr adaw from placed balls
bant it was aeredst wo the Dun-
dierry (Tver that she did not al-
low those dilfculis toimpact
on lver geaeral play, proving
an inspiration with her force-
Tuleffer and indomtizable spie-

11 IR

LEDL LERETYS qfiEarer

it o Meath clawed themselves
back into the fray after trailing
by seven points.

Hangingon

Drerry will be distrughit that
they failed 1o seore after Lau-
ren hMckenna's poit midway
ihrough the third quarier,
which pui them -2 go [-2
phead alter Abbye Donaelly
ot the second-halfscoring un-
dherway,

[ the cowl, they were proda-
bly the happier to emcorge
from proeceedings with & sec-
ond bite of the cherry as they
wiere undoubtedly hamging on
when the final whisele came
from Bernard Nea, who cop-
tributed 1o the enjovable fare
with his canmitment to avaid-

ing unnecessary imvalvement,
Minogue had a paint on the
board after nine seconds but
Anife Shaw hit back with a
guickfire double for Derry,
Then camde a lovely finish
for a goal from Ciara Foley in
the sixth minute but Meath

would not trouble (o score-
keeper for the rest of the half,
while Derry took over.

Depvla O'Kane dropped
deep to enable caprain and the
sobe survivar from the kast Dee-
ry eam to win the Jack
MeGrath Cup, Axife NI Chai-
side, to drive Taraard ar every

O PRIy,
Crossbar

Poines from-Shaw, McKenna
and Alne MeAllister gave
them the lead and then a goal
came from Mary MeNichofl,
whose sister Griinne was an
Ok Leal star 12 vears ago.
The Swatragh forwand's sho
for o point just dropped under
the crossbar in the 23rd min-
ute, somehow eluding Meath
netminder Tara Murphy.

Meallisver {lree), Shaw [45)
and MeMicholl split the posis
apain and it was I8 o b1 at the
break.

Derry goalie Ninmh Grib-
ban hosd bewen kept basy, howey-
er, and in truth, when Meath
look back on this, they will
think they could have had a
Tz mare goals at beast,

They hod wasted a eouple of
more chanees, including o
missed penaliy. when Mi-
nague shot straight at Grib-
bin, when they finally raised
the green flag that infused
thefr challenge with much
meeded oxygen in the 451h
minuie,

It was a real poalmouth
seramble before sub Aoibhinn
Lally fownd the necessary fin-
ish. From there, it was all
Meath.

Foley reduced the margin
to oo Belore skipper Ellen
Burke fired over a superh
point frem Uhe el in the 551h
minte.

Minogue levelled after Sind-
ad McGill rugby-tackled Al-
mee Lennen unnecessarily o
the: ground around 30 metres
ot and the counties, who both
winh their last titles in replays,
will g at it again,

DERRY: K Geibtin N QarmiLiLernon,

m;ﬁ L
Cotrman A Bag ey
iy, Donnelhy I0-1) 0 0 Haioran
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All-lreland Senior Final

O'Connor's rapid-fire hat-trick

meltsaway Cork's heartache

epeciators - the largest ever at- 2022, On their way to thiz sue-  weleamed somuch lastvear.  mCork’s Amy 0"Canmor
tendance for a stand-alone  cess, CorkvanguishedbothGal-  “We had 2n idea ourselves  cedebrates after scoring her
camogie decider, way and Kilkenny. It extends how we could change it, we third goal against Waterford.
3 And they were treated to  their lead in camogie's roll of  were very lucky that we gota  PHOTOGRAPH BRYAN REARERNMHD.
what 15 believed to be the fast- honour to 29 senbor ritles, coach like Lism Cronin. He's =
. 31 hat-trick ever in an All-lre-  ahead of Dublinon 26. meticulous. This year we weni
- land senior final across all four It was only Waterford's sec-  in a differentdirection. it was Thisis MecCartan's second year
‘.;'l"'[]“]l codes - O'Connor netting her  ondappearance in the senior de- m:lrﬂ.'.ind of forward thinking.  playing for the Rebels and she .
. three goals in just | minute and  cider and their first since 1945, Even in the dark days we scored their first goal against
Mannine 59 seconds. The firstone hitthe  butitneverlookedlikeadaythe were able to analyse the game  Waterford, volleying bome ab
= back of the Waterford net with  Deisewerenbouttoclaimafirst  and see exactly where we went  teran uns:.‘!li.shp.wh]'_l';hm
atcmm iI:‘I'Illl. l:|l:ldlf. at 32,44 and the thind H:::Ell:: Wwas mﬁﬁ“ﬂ:m ﬂiﬂaﬁ:ﬂ' to par Cork 1-7 1o L
srmesescesssasasseessaeaa.s AiAM's Dervia Cosgrove bomb. After losing previous fi- Eammdriﬂedap!ﬂﬁrﬁ#
Cork captain scored needed just 84 seconds to score nals, I eried toblock itowofmy  of the post in first-half injt-
ahar-track in the All-Ireland jun- head all week, It i5a masive re-  ry-time but if there was 3 g2 <=
3-7 from10shots,  iordeciderlastyear. lief. the game had already slipped =
includi from Waterford at the break
INCcluding a _ Local pitch “Fierce hunger’ then O'Conner's blitzkrieg F
whirlwind hat-trick ~ Speaking afterwards, O°'Con- | suppose you do “Cork haven't won it since ter the interval confirmed Cork =
i nor sanl he wis 5o caught upin mm 2018, we've 32 on the panel, 12 would nor be losing 2 third
injust 119 seconds the game that she wasn't aware havea have All-Ireland medals, 20 straight final. _
ihie WL IO £ et ich e youhit  hadn't. They have now. Thar  Fiona Kearing r:;ﬂudsﬂr::w_#-
rwas mentioned w ler at the fi- over and WS 4 massive motivatmon. We  poabeoring spres
T . TR T S S na.lnhlsde.ﬂn_ﬂumrdnynﬁer— EO0S EE hldﬂ“ﬂ-rlhﬂ[nq:eﬁtrﬁthul minufemngluﬁqﬁdl}"ﬂ' ﬁ
Cork ggg Doon the St Vincent's player nice to have those therestof the players broughta  Rebels ar Croke Park. '
T e s et ol o Wﬁd}ﬂwﬁgﬂlmlwtmm days because they fmﬁs“mm "Wc'vemetr:guﬂzf.bfﬂ,.
puick a few "We were just expremely  thar irban i I
Waterford 09 "y oo pracusing frees,”she  dON't COMEArOUNd 40y We goronkindofarollit 0'Connor. It'sahiaysbeeatith
said. I:I g:rn:l think one went  too often. It was waillimtéﬁg." Lﬂr-ﬁkﬂ]ltr until Wﬁ
over the bar. e ahalane, of the Ca-  tle 80 i1 was pro TMI0E &
Amy O'Connor produced one  But everything she touched Mﬁtmﬂﬂlﬁt halane dynasty, did a fine job  kind Dfmjm'ﬂu last few u’r:
ofthe great Al-Ireland finalper-  ar Croke Park on Sunday daystoday picking uﬂrhim Rockettand  wies. - ¥
formances as Cork returned to - murned 1o gobd. . holdin r 1o just a single  “There were 62, 63 minuts
camegie’s summit, If this sea-  “Isuppose voudo haveaday  All-Ireland senior camogie ti- nt while in the middle of on the clock and youknol _g
Jq-cm was a year of redemption  where r.-.'!:-r_'nﬁlng v hie the, iekd Cork dominated the physi-  there’s a huge deficit sait Wl o
d?lrycl?::tlll::ih: grm]m'p'ﬂs:ldn,}'vr m'-:rﬂ it's nmludi?:l.r_:l: DEE Eﬂrk 13 to ?u.'ﬁ;t half-time cal exchanges. h'ﬂhl}"mﬂiﬂ}’ﬂ‘ﬂ:“zm
ﬂ'cmmsmﬂﬂd ;l_? fmm"] ﬁm'amnilhﬂ:‘: b HFTEI? a0 hftﬂnmkr.‘.fh"d ﬁﬂtﬁ 'DME H dlﬂm:[:&jw.,. dﬂ“ﬂhtﬂ' L0 SO b“k-"ﬂ H b':'E'.
hots, incleding o whirwind  wasnd ﬁ :;::ms[l;m:{ :"" gl g football great Grego-  take it all in, I was & hfge ﬁﬁ; =
fmm h ju;‘f D o ceLoge ays tirv B ot ry, became the first player from  ing of satisfaation. A =
The lhrt:gmh:immndla.mh'ai-. _.-'.;-; : LY aterford anly hod three  Ulster towinan All-Irefand sen- Aday of daysfor O'onnord
ry proud day for me o scorers over the course of the  lor camogie medal in 44 years.  year of redenption fofCorke
ter hall-time eoded the game as  ously. [come from quite asmall  game, with Beth Carton ace A
a contest and ensured the Re-  junior club on the north side of  counting for seven of their nine ™
bels woald collect thelr 20th  the city. we haven’t had oo  polnts. However, the De La ‘TR A L P Mackry: M Ciptuakr L Coppireyer A ivady | Trassey 100 ML
All-Ireland senior title on a re-  much success at club level so it Salle player drilled o penalyy  HoveCSipemion FRogating {10 5 M et A |
cord-breaking day at Croke s nice to be able to do some-  wide in firse-half injury-time ar l-ﬁ.ﬂm?: & 3 -
Pﬂ.flk. : i ' thrl,gth-: this.” bR when Waterford were ﬂﬂ!ﬁhumulﬁmrﬁmﬁuﬁﬁupw Tl = =
the largest winning margin in - Cup triumph since 2018 and =~ “Massive relief.” said Cork :ELTLMHMBWNIMHM A Fiemraint W 01 7

an All-Ireland senlor camogic
decider since 1859, with this

helps bury the heartache of los- - manager Matthew Twomey al-
ing the last two finals - to Gal-  terwards, “To lose the rﬁr-:-

game played in front of 3090 way in 2021 and Kilkenny in  land lag vear wasvery hard but

Sabssiutes:|

Griffinilor Castwol] Frerperaid b
mmm
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CORK
RATINGS
Amy Lee 7
Diidae b @ gave 1o take but had
w o] et on her puck-outs and
adways looked composed,
Meabh Cahalane 8
Fiad a good day on Niamh Rocket.
who cansed Cork problems in ko
ver's seani final, Cabakane limibed
her to a point from play.
Libby Coppinger 3
Thie dhuial playerwas ranely in troubde.
she conceded the first-hall
penlty, an arguable call
Pamela Mackey 7

i the senkor team nt 16, pow into
her 305 the twin sister of Katrina
played ber part in shutting dewn the
Waterford attacking threar

Aoife Healy 7
Healy dropped back on Waterford's
i forward, Beth Car-

tom, and worked rirelessly, bringing
much aggression o the role.

Laura Tracey 8
An effective sweeper and an ssoured
presence when needed whioshowed
strong leadership,

lzzy O'Regan 7
Anotherof the defence Lo come mul
an top of her duel and also contrib-
uted umder the'Water{ord puck-out.

Laura Hayes 7
Late replacement for Meabh Murplry,
the St Catherine’s player staried at
rmiclfield with Hannah Looney, dom-
inating the area before going off.

Hannah Looney B
The dual from Killeagh part-
e
torule the midedbe third,

Chiloe Sigerson 7
Thee 27-year-odd lnnded the anly Iree
of the game, considered outside Amy
O Connor’s range, and did a bot of
unseliish work and hard running.

Fiona Keating 7
Had Oria Hickey for company. The
Comircey Fowers plaver claimed Cork’s
(ifich goal after takinga pass from Orka
Cronin in the 50th minute.

Saoirse McCarthy 7
E:ﬂﬁgﬁnmmdﬂlmﬂm fledd of
play in the half-forward line.

Amy O'Connor 10
t the match beyond Wate

ﬂrh thres in three minutes

just after half-time, Missed nothing

ina3-7 haul.

Katrina Mackey )
vastly experienced, Mackey held
the inside line with O'Connor. and
set up the first goal for McCartan.
Segred nwo points from play.

Sorcha McCartan 8
The first Ulster player o win a sen-
jor medal since Antrim triumphed
it 1979, excellent first halfwith L

Bench impact 7
Had poiential i make impact
Pt U siakes were ol as high as
expected when Cork released the
cwenlry, Delaith Cahalane was e

pick of them.

Dermot Crowe |

Rebelettes show

ruthlessness to
dismantle Déise

COLM KEYS

WATERFORD

513
0-9

Wihat st be the quicloess hat-trick in
an AB-lrefand senior camioggie final al asy
Jevel, or any All-Iretamd senior
firl for that matter, sealedd a 29h e
for Cork in Croke Park.
Between the 32 and Teth minutes,
Cork captaln Army CrConmsor stunned an
already shaken Waserford defence with
three moals to-cap a magniflcent disptay,
In truth, the caitcome was already die-
cided by then, a 1-9 80 0-3 inierval bead

makiryg clear bt Cork's superior athlet-
iciem was Tor Waterford.

But Cork were ruthless in how they
went about theirbusiness. Onadmywhen
2 30,19 crowd turmed up 10 set a pew
“siame] whowe” record for the camogie fi-
mals. CFConnorsel about establishing her
ownuwith lethal fimishing for one of the
greatest final performances in recent
mmexnony, She finished with 37 - e from
Irees, 10 ghots all en el One wasas
?l?liﬁl]’iﬁtlhh‘hﬂmqlﬂ]il}'ﬂﬂlt
mnish, baat the second of the three probar
by stanwds out for the daring nature of it

Fiona Keating was creatorof the first,
the centre-lorward s pace carried her
clear into apen space before popping
bo O Cannor imside for the opentng goal.
There was 32 minulesand 44 sconnds on
te cdock, The industry of Aoifc Healy to
get the tarnover an Beth Canjon as she
tebedd 1o run the ball out of her own de-
fersce imitially was also pivolal.

Hannah Eooney began the move for
CFCoquaor's socomd pustting full-for-

ward Katrina Mackey awa. Mackey had
work todo bait kicked the ball iqﬁln-l}m
Tlmmmﬂ'ﬁmmﬁmm

gpace,
Brunyed vt had happened bessthan
aminute carlier, the Cork skipper went
for it agin, this time rounding Laoise
Forrest and strking ofl e lel for a sec-

ond lime. AL3-910 0-3, any faint hopes of
astirring Waterford WETT gOae.
But Corrk, beagen by Kalkenay and Gal-

iy in ebe Bast vwie finals and abso on
the wnang side of the bwo MOGL reeen
beagrue finad results, weren't leaving an-
yihing 1o chance,

When the D defence kst argeably
their best marker, Vikki Falconer, loan
ingury that held up the gane considerbly
in e opening fve minwtes, O'Connor
sensed more opportunities. And when
Mackey picked ler out again, she cogi-
peered the space to pick her spotolf ver
rigrha this Lime, past Brinnog O Regan.

Therewene 34 minities i 43 seconids
o, all done inone minute arwl 5 zec-

IRISH INGEPEMDENT
boniday, Ausgpast 7 2023

ands Only Derval Cosgrove, plunder-
ing three goals for Antrim in kst vear's
jumbor final against Armagh, has assem-
Bhed a hat-trick quicker in recent finals
at all levelswhibe Clare's Shane O'Thon-
el miemorhly dicl i in che frest kalfol
e 2003 Al-Irekane husrling [inal replay:

Waterford did manage o stem the
redd tide but the gull in chass was all oo
evident.

Eventually o fifth geal come, a bl
liant pass over the top from substinte
Orla Crodins foer Kesting to gather and
[LrT o S0 mimues and again
her pace told as she stresched past Crla
Hickey and Kecley Corbsett Earry.

Theis was the first sensor camsogie final
since Wexfond's 2012 appeammnice that
both competing beamswerent from the
Cork-Kilkenny-CGalvey iriumvirale, amd
theat dearih of exposune far Wareriard a2
this level really told.

They hed besten Coeke i the Munster
Champicnship and hed pushed them
herd i Bast year's semiHinad, but i a i
el Ciork weeren't goin g b ool grousd
ared by thee ciad thiey had established the
biggest winning margin since the 1959
fimal whien Daibdin best Mayoky 1161013,

Thats atough cautcome on Waserfond
and By Carton who carried the
fightall evening o Carke

She lEnished with 07 (50 and ran di-
rect fimes that Cork pursiers - che was
rrncl-r:d?!!l:a[}'ﬁjr mist of it = foamd
erodable sty But Walerloed could iever
jus genembe sullicient sapport [or ber

Camon struck a penaluy v de jus be-
ht'h!‘ml:whqﬂ_ﬂ':bﬂ:@pﬂﬁtfﬁu
o hamd on Aninde F aiter thee lat
ter shot wide from close range.

Referee lohii wiih
his umapires susd took his ime tomake
Tiis decision It thene was comisc, low-



Glory game: Cork's Fiona Keating and
Saoirse McCarthy express their joy

and took his time abowt deciding
whether Fitzgerald had been
fouled with replays showring Libhy
Coppinger maybe just getting
hands on at the critical moment.

He signalled for a penalty then
for Waberford with sharpshooter
Carton Hmﬁﬁj“g up only for her
shot to flas 1 and past the top
left eorner, She thumped the
groind i rstoation just as the
whistle blew for half=time.

AL 1-8100-3, the odds were already
stacked in Cork’s favour before
O'Connor's hat-triek sealed Lhe
deal. Flona Keaking added o itk
with 10 minutes o g0 and it sxid =0
mueh aboul Cork’s aceuraey nmd
dominance that they didn't hit o
stcond-hall wide until substitute
Ashling Thampzon came on and
fired a shot that just talled eft of

the posts in the Bird minute.
FLA\EEFTIIHtTﬂtmrIml:tmn Ehis
one, Take a bowy, hat-0eik Bero ard

AMY O"CONNOR certainly
had no Inkling she was going
to have a day of days in an
All-ireland final.

0On Saturday, the Cork captain
took herself off to work on a few
things. Let's just say, there
wasn't awhole plle to suggest
she would light up Croke Park
with a stunning personal display
and a hat-trick of goalsin a
record burst of around 120
seconds in the second half,

PR e oo e L
-1 dan
one went over the bar | thought
my boyfriend was golng to ki
me! | suppose you do have days
where everything you hit goes
over. It's nice, and they dont
came around too often.

“Yeah, when you hit the
silotar.. it's a different feeling
on the bas of the hurley.

Now this was a tour de force by
Cork, rather than just a one-
woman show, Co pace and
athieticism and dominance of the
middie third allowed the team to
create those scoring npﬂortunlr
ties, And yet 0'Connor’s finlshing
was of such a high quality as to

be a lesson for any other forsard

in finding the net.

Already well In control with a
half-time lead of -9 to 0-3 =
Waterford's sole scorer at that
point Beth Carton Nashed a
penalty wide Just before the
break = the fireworks display
that greeted the 0" {“E»v
presentation was mat
that of 0'Connor between the
33rd and 35th minutes. :

She says that, so engrossed In
the game was she, that she

“Itwasniceto

few minutes”

wasn't even aware of what she'd
achleved,

‘| didn"t realise | had scored a
hat-trick untll somebody sald it

enjoy the last

HHEII :Lﬂ:;f match, ':htri‘d'tts
pra a good g because
we were 50 focused on the next
ball, the next pass = that might
be so clichéd but that's the way
w drove it for the last three,
rﬂ*!:'zmﬂprmﬂmm

ry me
ol . Come from gqubte a
small junlor club on the north
slde of the city. We haven't had
too much success at club level.
So It Is nice to be able to do
something like this and repre-
sent the club and the area.’

Sorcha McCartan®s first=half
goal was also top guality and
Flona Keatlng rounded off the
goal rush with 10 minutes to go.

For a core of this Cork team, it
was a nice feeling to play out the
final quarter knowlng the cup
was already secure,
especially after the trauma of
losing the previous two finals to
Kilkenny and Galw.ay.

We've never been in that
position belore,

‘It's always helter-sketter until
the ﬂn#:ewﬂgtle. Mlg;ﬁ! lnl::et.u
enjoy faeil minutes,
whien It was 62, 63 and you know
there |5 a huge deficit and it's
highiy uniikely that they were

‘l didn’t even
lise that
| had scored
a hat-trick
until after
the match”

going to come back.

‘It was a huge feeling of
catisfaction because of all of the
work that we hawve in.

When you see rent types
of plays that we have practised
over and over coming out on a
day like today It's brilllant.’
Twumn'-ﬁnﬂuwj flanked by

wWas
Laura Tracey at the post-rnatch
press conference and admitted
that It was such a different situa-
tion to last year's shell-shocked
dressing room.

*Myself and Laura were here
last vear after losing It and | sup-
pose we were drained and we
couldn't see how we would get
over the line.

"When we came back this year
we declded our focus obvioushy
wias to win the all-
Ireland. We went through a bad
patch in the middie of the year
and | suppose a lot of peopie
wrote us off. In owr own
wiay we used that as
a8 Spur.

“After we got
beaten by
Galway in
Athenry we had
a real long chat
with ourselves.

“We were going
Into the Down
game under pres-
sure, the Clare
game under pres-

sure and ¢very game

§ - I.- Il
Porty time: Cork celebrate thet

r victory at Croke Park y;'

wi have been under
ferocious pressure = even today
we were under flerce pressure
rﬂ#muﬂmn Just incredi
Bse are "
ble. The mone thelr backs were
to the wall the better they got.
What we got today totally
deserve, They"ve been Immense.”
He admitted It was aimost
overwhelming. a bit of
shock, Massive relief, To the

ple.
that if we just kept to the proc-
2455 that hie was Implementing
we were golng to be
sucoessful,

"Even In the dark days we
. were able to analyse the
' game and see exactly
where we went e
was tweaking rather than
pressing the nuclear
bamb.
‘After losing three
fMnals, | tried to block
It out of my head
ol weelk. IS a
massive rellef.’



Cork's Meabh Cahalane, Ashling

k
and Hannah Looney cel-

sbrate after the game with the &'Duffy Cup. Ficture: INPHO/Lasalo Geczo

Sister act as Cahalanes
celebrate their ‘special’
Al-Ireland side by side

SHE may be saftly spoken off
the pitch. but when Cork wers
picking their team for the All-
freland final youl can bet that
Meabh Cahalane would have
beon onse of the frst names on
the team shoeet.

A feres tackler who dossm
glve any forward an inch;, hier
display was kisy bo Cork's win
in re-ﬂ;rd?y'u. All-Ireland ca-
mogie final ;

It was a speclal day for her
and the famed Cahalane
family as her sister, Orlaith,
also was A winnor on the :

tiing Cork's last score in
Eair 513 1o 00 win.

“It v unbelievahle to win,
[ knew we felt weo were in a
driving position at half-thme,
Tt §really felf we went after
ey haill in the second half (6
make sure we won,” =aid
Meabh,

“T falt wo won nearly every
ane of them and when the
final whistle went we couldn't
Bolieve it It's just & really

1 fealimg. The difference
in fecling between now and
st year ks just unreal: Therea
was a lot of hurt after losing
the finel last vear,”

Defensively, Cork wers out-
gtanding, but Meabh alsa
prateed the forwards for their
Fﬂf; ’ﬂuﬂlﬁi tina Emat

] thought we pat
defensive display bat I fielt the
ferwerpds’ work rate also
helped 1o make that easier for
ua. Thoy really put Waterford
under pressung coming out

e
{o n
=“Rut everyone played thelr

CAMODGIE
= Rory Noonan

Pkt everyons whoe came on,
evaryons wha hos been train.
img all year who got gamao
i, There is even people who
didn't get jerseys inday who
all played o huge part in this
win and & desarves i

Meabh was nlso delizhied 1o
e wan an All-Ireland with
har sister, Orlaith, and said it
WiLE 1o se¢ e complote
the set ns, &t just 19, she mow
Ias ULs, minor, and senior
All-Iroland medals, an achisv-
ement in itseil

“It's really special to win
with Orlaith and she has
medals now at Ule, miner and
senior so nat oo many peopke
can aay they have that.

“She really has had & mids-
ive impact coming into tho
sonbor panal this year and no
doubit we will enjoy the cel-
abrations for a few days now,”
ooncluded bMeabl

Anothor ey defender was
Laura Tracey, and when
ashed did she over think Cork
world get over the line shae
added: “1 guoss we probally
did individually but at a group
::;ltﬁ“ always uu]'l-' I:TLﬂy Keep as

Wit 515 W Ca,

“1 wounld never aver doubt
any player that management
have rasted to put next (o me
ot in front of me aF behind me;
I just think that was really im-

£ was that we all stuck
fopether and here we are a8
-Ireland champicms now.”

CORK manager Matthew Twomey was
gitting back relnxed as he reflecied on a
glorious All-lreland victory, In stark
contrast o last year when his side bosd oat
i Bl kenmy,

"We sat hore last year and 18 was heart-
hrealeing after boalng and to be honest we
were drained and bo be lonest we couldnt
e how we could get over the line,

“When we came back this year we had
one focus and that was to win the All-lre-
lamd; we went through a bad patch in the
middle of the yvear and & 1ot of people
wrode us off.™

Twomey expluined how baing written
of T was wsed to thedr advantage,

A fter wee lost bo Gadway In Athenry and
we just had a really long chal with oar.
selves and we know lrom ke an we wers
under pregaund, we were [aeing into the
Down gamse under pressine and again we
would be ander pressure for all the -

E ERImes,
“In fact, canling In boday, woe knew
Waterford swould bo defermined so the
pressure was there (o perform.”™

He pald a huge tribute to his piayers,

Cork manager Matthew Twomey mﬁuthfwdmmﬂﬂﬁd\-

‘We believed
in ourselves'’

m Mary Newman

=These players are just incredible, the
mare our backs were to the walls all yoar
the better they got and the rewards they
havve ot today are totally deserved. they
are immense.”

Having beaten Galway and Kilkenny,
the favourite tag was firmly on Cork's
showlders but kis side was zoned in on the
Job they had to da,

=We knew we fad to it the groand rme
ning firom the start,” said Twomey. ™ We
have n Jot of hirt in e having Lost the lasd
toeo finals and we just focussd on our-
solves and getting our game right. We eon-
contrated on our own performanoe and
Teroke it down in what we needed to do, we
did have a fow match-ups bt we focised
o whiat we nosded to di.

“We didn't get carried awny, it dida®™
matter what anyone elee thought, The
snme people wers cutting the daylights
ot of us after bosing to Waterford In the

o

Ficture: Ben BradyInphi

Munster championship and we lad lesi
four games In a row but weren't con-
cornaed with any of that, the focus for s
was gedting the 20th title back to Cork.”

Dnaring the year, the Rebols’ diaappodnt-
Ing d.ls:ﬂsa'_-'g had been gquestioned bt the
management had huge falth in their side,

“we folt that we had the capabiblithkes to
geta huge performancs and todayy we did

=We got thoee goals against Down and
foclay we got flve and [ suppose you lave
to feel sorry for Waterford, they gave it
everyiling. but we just clicked and turned
in & _=.up-anrb;:| performance and 1 am roally
thrilled for the girls.”

The Cork manager also pabd tribute bo
the Cark defetice.

=From the start, we closed Waterford
dowm and oue defenss wos pxcellent. They
never allovwed them any ilme on the ball,
their work rate was hoge, and once wo
stopped them getting a grip we settled into
the game.”

Twomey also paid tribute 1o the work
going on in the county at all levels.

"TT',": game is in a really pood plvoe ol
the players ape coming through.”

-~ - i 1.
Cork's Flona Keating celebrates after the final whistle with Emma  Amy 0°Connar of Cork shoots 1o score her side’s fourth goal at Crokey
Pairk

\Waterford's Miamh Reckett ctashes in the air with Cork's Meabh Cahal- Picture: Ben Erady/lghe  Park, Ficture: Plaras O Midheach/Spartile,

ane and Laura Tracey in yesterday's final.  Ficture: IRPHO Linzla Geczo Murphy.



Multi-talented O’Connor
is the high-flying hero that

camogie so badly

A class act on the
pitch and true to
her native
Knocknaheeney,
Rebel captain
can unlock the
sport’s potential

may (YCanmor gave
ane of the vear's
finest individual
Irish sporting per-
formances yesiet-
dhay, Her 3.7, one of
the highest scores
in camoggie final history, included
a spectacular Robbie Fowler-stybe
two-minute hat-trick.

S let’s nod forget Cork's ovwn ADC
when the awards are being handed
ol 3t the cnd af the vear, Because
camagie may be this country’s most
persistently under-rited sport.

O Connor is Uye kind of star who
could chamge that. She's nol just a
sublimely skilful forward but a fasc
nating character.

The Cork caplain & a former un-
dernge international sococr leam-
mate of Katie McCabe and Megan
Connolly, who could have turned
professional but opted for camo-
wie, doing so “hecause it was the
thing that gives me the most joy in
e ife’

S was also a bright and deter-
mined kid who fought for her local
secondary school to add chemistry

R IRY-
Cork star Amy 0'Connor (back row,

second from left)

—
= o L g

wikth current

internationals Megan Connally (back row, farleft), Chloe Mustaki (backrow,
fourth from hﬁuﬂmmtﬁuﬂtm.mmnmw partof
the Ireland U-19 squad that took part at the European Champlonships in 2014

toits curriculum so she could study
Pharmacy in UCC.

O'Connor has listed making it 10
university as one of her proudest
achievements and lamented the social
problems afflicting her iative Knock:
paheeney on the norih siddeof Cork
Chty. Yed S1w'sﬂhuwmkmgm
of Iser home patch and talks lin-
ing there for the rest of her life.

Her club. St Vincent's, plays camo-
i at junbor level, vetshe's resisted a

‘O’Connor’s

three-goalsalvo
justafter half-time
showcased the
range of her talents’

‘It feels
fans’ deligh

Waterford faithful
heartbroken but
proud after their
first final in 78 years

SYLVIA OMORODION

Thee driving rain failed w dampen Cork
fains colebrations 1 Croke Park vesterday
as the Rebeleites became All-lreland
camogie chanpionsin emphatic fshion.

Captain Amy O'Conner’s hat-trickin
thie space of just over two minutes after
the restart stunned Waterford.

Aswell as that, it confirmed to sup-
porters of the Dékse that this was not
£ b thisir year.

I this David-and-Goliath battle, it
was clear from the early stages who
would emenge the victor.

The 53109 scoreline was acrushing
hloaw 1o e legions of hopelul Water:
fusrd foms who had descended on Croke
Park.

However, that wan't be ol any con-
cerm to Cork, wha return to the Rebel
County with their 29th itke. They alse

peturn home with their pride restored
after falling to Gabway and Kilkenny in
the 2021 and 2022 finals respectively.

It was a record antendance for the
camaogic final - 30,191 - and the sup-
porters ensured they made Uselrvoices
heard despite the pouring rain.

From the first whistle, the intensity
of the game was undeniable. Cork dis-
plaved their trademark skill and rebent-
lessspirit, while Waterford showcased
an inspiring desire 1o keep going inthe
face of adversiny.

The field was a canvas of swirling
movement, 25 the players pliyed with
fepocny and grce,

However, alterau impressive first hall
(e GULCOIA Wik areor [ess
When O'Connor returned o the pitch
with her devastating hat-trick, it was
teen undeniabie.

For Cork fan Anne Marie, who had
pravelled up to Dublin with her tiwo
daughters for the match. itwasa pelicl
10 be see herteam becoming champs-

l}mnﬁ'ﬂ.

=1t feels grreat to reclain our title as

we've ot in the last few years,” she said,
=“Though there was a pressure on

them 1o win, the game was absolutely

e poyalile”

Saoirse McCarthy of

ftabinson (left) and her p

move to 4 big senboroutfit. This isa

woman of substance off the pitch and

considerable siybe omit.

The Cork captain beligves camo-
gie is an “untouched gem. There are
huge opportunities for the sport 1o
explode”

Yesterday she did the exploding.

The extraordinary three-goal sal-
vo just after half-time showcased the
range of her talents.

Goal number one saw her take
a pass from Fiona Keating before
drilling a fierce shot past Waterford
‘keeper Brianna O'Regan. The second
was an individual effort as she round-
ed Ier marker. cut in from the right
and, scorning a point, surged on to
fins the net.

The third too, with O'Connor calm-
Iy eluding a defender before precise-
ly placing a shot beyond O'Regan’s
reach, showed that she possesses

Cork celebrates with her granduncle Paschal
arents Colla and Leonard. Phato: Spartsiile

needs

that internal caloulator comman io
all great opporiunists.

There's something very Cork about
her ruthlessness in front of goal,
touch of Seidnie O'Leary and also of
Fiona O Driscoll, who 21 years ago
hit a final-winning hat-trick against
Tipperary.

This evangelist for camogie's vir-
twes is exactly the kind of ambassa-
dor the sport needs. She's correct
abaut the sport’s potential. l1s stars
sy Tﬂm get theirdue but the
gramse still has an impressive popular
appeal.

Hﬁhnﬂtﬂimpmﬁ:ﬂ‘ﬁﬂl&diﬂs

foothall with its extraordinary world-

chass final crowds. But ir's instructive
1o compare yesterday's record 30,191

attendance with those frem the sport
O'Connor ket behind her.

Iv's constanthy declared that the
Trish public has fallen in love with the
women's national soccer team and
that interest in the game here is at an
all-time high. That's fair ¢nough.

" Last month Ireland’s Anal workd
cup warm-up match game against
France attracted a record crowd of
7633, Camogie, ivelyun-
sung and unglamorous, just drew
four times that much to its blue rib-
and fixture. There's a lot of love oul
there for the game Amy O'Connor
loves,

Yesterday's unprecedented mum-
aut owed something 1o the novelty
of the final pairing. But camogie has
been on a steady upward path since
breaking the 20,000 barrier at the
Wil decider. s appeal is underesti-
mated.

Thiswas the best of finals and the
worst of finals. The best crowd-wise
and the worst possible from a com-
petitive point of view.

eat to reclaim our title’ —
tas Cork reign again

to lightimg up the pitch in Croke Park
on an All-rcland Sunday. for fans of the
Dédse it's adifferent story. "

This was only their second senior
camogie final. The last one cumne all
the way back in 1945.

Trweas o surpeise then, that the sense
of hope and anticipation hung heavy
in the air, as if the weight of decades
rested on the shoulders of theirplayers.

Waterford fan Oria had arrived in
Dustslin with absolute certalnty that this
would be thelrvearat last. Sowhen the
fimal whistle blew, she felt crushing dis-

fniment.

“I'm absolutely devastated for the
girls, myheart iz broken forall of them.”
she sabd. “I'm 5o proud of all the hard
wark they've put in but unfortunately
jiwnsn tiheir dax”

Eddie Delaney (36} from Portbaw, Co
Mﬂwd.hadwmrﬂndhyhsmfmtm
his trusey flag.

“Wie're proud of the girks for getting this
far s that'swhywe came up here” said

MrDelaney.

“Waterford played realtywedl for their
first time - you could see how nnech they
wwanted 1o win



Waterford




peports from
Crole Park

111111 A EEE

WATERFORD

AN Amy O'Connor hat-trick
inspired Cork to Glen Dimplex
All-Ireland camogie senior fi-
nal success in front of a record
attendance of 30,191 at Croke
Park.

Matthew Twomey's Rebels
erased the hurt of losing the
2021 and "22 All-lreland decid-
ers by easily overcoming their
Munster rivals and bringing the
O Duffy Cup back to Leeside lor
the first time since 2018,

Leading 1-9 o 0-3 at the
break, Cork moved up a couple
of gears immediately after the
interval with captain fantastic
Amy O'Connor netting a stun-
ming hat-trick in three minutes,
Fiona Keating raised another
green fMag as the Rebels ran out
the mast convincing ol winners,

“This is unbelicvable, we had
plenty of conversations down
through the year and things
were looking dicey ar times but
we never gave up on the play-
ers, Cork manager Matthew
Twomey tald The Seuthern
Srar,

*The plavers drove wson the
whole time. They are a credin
to Cork. We knew that some-
day, il we clicked, that we were
poing to get this kind of a soore.
Today, we got five goals. Oth-
er days our conversion rate
wouldn't bave been great. To
get five poals woday, we were
mad keen to get o good thied
guarter but to get three goals
in three minutes? Unbelievable,
Dreamms are made of this.

A disappointing start 1o the
All-Treland decider saw Cork
lead 0-% to 0-0 after 12 min-
utes. Amy O°Connar (fwo, one
free) and Chloe Sigerson (free)
cdped Cork ahead as thelr op-
pinents hit three wides during
the same time period. Strug-
gling to scitle, the Diéise gave
away another free just before

“The

drove us on the whole time. They area

credit to Cork’ — Matthew Twomey, Cork manager

thie quarter-hour which 0'Con-

nor gladly converted.

Beth Carton looked men-
acing whenever in possession
and got Waterford on the
scoreboard shortly after. Cork
remained in the ascendancy
however, utilising Sacirse Mc-
Carthy and Laura Treacy's
wiork-rate to dominnte posses-
sion and terrtory,

"Connor’s fourth score was
a beautifully floated free from
under the Hogan Stand as Wa-
terford’s poor shooting contin-
wed, Hannah Looney and the ex-
cellent O°'Connor stretched the

Rebels” advantage,
Cork’s Tull-back
lime of Laura
Hayes, Libby
Coppinger and
Pamela Mackey
were rock solid,
giving nothing
away before
the final's
first turning
poin. Katri-
na Mackey's
superh run
found an
unmarked
Sorcha Mec-

Cartan, wha instantly flicked
the latter’s pass into the net
after 24 minures.,

Two Beth Carton frees
were answered by Katri-
na Mackey and
McCartan
scores

before Waterford were handed
4 lifefine. A contentious penal-
ty award saw Carton miss the
target 1o leave Cork -9 to 0-3
ahead at the break,

It was damage limitation for
the Diéise immediately after the
break when Cork struck for
three goals in as mamy minutes,

Fiona Keating brilliantly set
up O'Connor for a well-taken
effort before the Cork captain
broke free and billowed the net
for a second time. Then, Katri-
na Mackey turmed provider for
’'Connor'’s hat-trick.

Three goals in three minutes
from the country’s top camogie

with the 2023 Glen
Camogie Player-of-the-

Match award by Camogie Assoclation President Hilda Breslin.

(Photo:Ben Brady /INPHO )

Captain fantastic’s three-minute

BY GER McCARTHY

HAT-TRICK hero Amy O°Con-
nor was one of Cork’s many
standout plavers in their
All-Ireland camogie senior fi-
nitl win over the Déise.

The rain was teeming down
on Croke Park minutes afver
the final swhistle but capiain
fantastic O'Connor was walk-
EThg o i,

Shecertainly made her pres-
ence felt with a player-of-the-
match performance as well
a5 37 in her tenm’s compre-
hensive victory. Her hat-trick,
three goals in as many min-
ures, shartly after the break
that will go down in history. -

The first was clinically dis-
patched following excellent
approach work from Fiona
Keating. The second was all
Amy O’ Connaor, cutting in and
finding the roof of the net. The
third was another cool finish
after Katrina Mackey did all
the hard work in the build-up.

Three chances, Three fin-
ishes. Three more reasons (o
underline O'Connor's impor-
tance to the Cork senior set-
L. ’

Those green flags broke
Warerford’s resolve and con-
firmed the hag-trick hero as

one of the best players of the
2023 senior championship.

"This is unbelievable, itis like

a dream,’ O'Connor said.

‘Hard to put it into words, 1o
b honest. The bulild-up play?
Ah sure it was casy, just tap
them into the net!

*All the girls did the hard
work and 1 had the easy job of
putting them into thie net. I'm

just delighted for

EVEryOne.

O'Connor, like her Cork
team-mates, suffered All-Ire-
land heartbreak in each of the
two previous years but the
513 to 0-9 defeat of Waterford
made up for those kesses.

It is just reliel, that’s the
word 1'd use w describe it
O'Conmor said.

“Yenh, we' are just going to
go and enjoy the celebrations

now. [tis lovely to see 50 many
Cork supporters up here today
and we just want to celebrage
this win with them now”
Dawn native Sorcha McoCar-
tan and Courcey Rovers' Fiona
Keating were the other Cork
goal scorers on a memorable
afternoon. The former made
a big impression in the Cork
full-forward lne, netting a cru-
cial first-half goal to send her
slde in 1-9 to -3 ahead.
MeCartan’s celebration, a
fist waved po the crowd, under-
limed heer defighit at helping the
Rebels win a first All-Ireland
aimce 218,
*0h God, [ don't know (about
the celebration), I think it



player in 2023

Waterford bartled bravely
for the remainder of the final,
but were powerbess to prevent
Eeating from bursting throwgh
for Cork’s fifth and final goal,

When the final whistle final-
Iy sounded, the cutpouring of
emation showed what coming
back from consecutive All-lre-
land final bpsses meant to the
Rebels senbor setugp.

This vear was different
thaugh, this year an entine pan-
el saw Cork over the line:

“Absolutely, it was the pancl
that won it for us this year,
Matthew Twomey explained,

*1 think we bottled a lot hurt
from lost vear even though we
didn't play on it oo much, We
bottled it amd we had an un-
believable meeting tase Friday

FE¥ ALl IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE FINAL: Cork v Waterford

‘We wanted to
this final on our
terms' - Coppinger

might. Wie said bet's wse this and
mot feel that hurt again, kisall
credit to the players, We got
3 grent management team in
this year too and cveryone just
stuck together”

The rain was falling heavy
bong after the final whisthe but
the Cork players. management
team and supporters didn’t
care. Champions again and
$inging in the rain,

SConens

Cork: Army CiCannce 3-7 {5
SorchaMcCartan 1= 1 Flona Keating
T= i Katring Mackey 0-2; Chice
Sigerson(1f), Hannah Loansy,
Orisith Cahalane O-Tead
Waterfond: Reth Carton 0-7 (S5}
BEamh Fgcket, Laotse Famest 0-1
oo,

Conric: Aurvy Lo Lo Hanos,

Lty Coppinger, Pamela Mackey;
fezy O'Regan: Saoirse MoCantry,
Aatie Healy: Chioe Siperson Flona
Karating, Hannah Looney: Any
OrConor; Katr ina Mackoy, Sccha
MoCartan

Subag: Chona Healy for L Hayes
(44), Orla Cronin for S MoCartan
{44, Ashling Thompson for 5
MAcCaritry (51), Orlath Catalan fof
£ Sigersan (52), Meabh Murpey for
P Mackey [53).

Waterford: Brianra ORegan:

Wikl Falonrer. horos iedTer man,
Kabe Lynch: Keety Corbett Barry,
Clocagh Carrol Maiead Powes;

G Hickery, Ably FlyrrcMangad

o oo part of the set-up. Skbers

Mhizabih and Drlalth Cahalare —

© THE HIGHLIGHTS

" of Castichaven foothall
preait Hiadl Cahalung = played big roles ton, Meabh starting and Orlalth
ml_n:mﬂ-ﬂnh

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

Our Star: Ay 0'Connors Hat -trick corfirmed Cork's victary and th
fnct she b thse macest dangenous fonsed in Ehe coongny. Led by exampie

ol {5 & shoe-in foran Al-5tar,

Star momen: Olonnos s theee goals in threp minutes ended the te as
afonbest sharthy afier the beaak bt Bath Carton's penafy miss was a
Talking polert= A reoord crowd and i five - star Cork poviormance but
Wenerfoers inab#ty womake a game of this AB-Ireland final was a5

SARPISE a5 % wWas disappointing,

(¥Brian, Beth Canon, Lomaine By,
Agnnie Finz goraid, Miamih Rockatt,
Raache] Walsh,

Siaed: ora etfernan for VRasconer
{3 gl Beeseiny Beaweciren for M Poweer

{hit ). Tara Poweer for 4 O'irien
{4001, Clara Griffin bor . C Cariod (477,

Shaura Ftzperald for K Lynch (56],

Referee: ahn Denmody
\Wrstmeath),

hat-trick is the stuff of legend

THE FINAL IN NUMBERS

was just the adrenaline going
through me!’ MeCartan com-
mented to The Southern Star.
‘I am never speechless but
today | nearly am. What a
group of players and what &
performance we put in. [ think
we really deserved it though,
especially after last year. Thar
was really disappointing but
wie came back and put in a
huge effort throughout the
year. Things didn'c g0 our wity
at times bt we :In:.uhmlulilelr
delighted 1o get over the line
and everyone is buzzing.
Waterford’s Munster cham-
defeat of the Hnble_'t_s
proved a turning point carli-
er in the ssason, Cork had no

choice bur to regroup. Using
thee addlivional time wisely, Mat-
itheewe Twomes’s side rebounded
with wins over Kilkenny and
Galway before seving off Wa-
terford for the O'Dulfy Cup.

“The [previous) game
aainst Galway, we played well
but just dide’t convert,” MeGa-
riam added,

‘We worked hard on that
and it paid dividends in the
quarter-finaks, semi-finads and
final. Massive credit to Liam
Cronin for getting us to con-
centrate better and work on
our finishing, It feels unkbe-
lievable to be a winner here in
Croke Park on All-lreland finnl
day; As [ zaid, M'm usually not

;hmh:mmmmwwm-
3— The number of goals that Cork captain Amy O’ Connor scored s

shelnspired the Aebels to glory.

- 5— e mary geals the mempant Rebels soored inthis triumek; the:
' receict by & wineing team in an All-treland final since Dublin in 1384,
28 — The intal of Cawlc's final prore of 5-13 s the highest score by &
winning team in an All- reland camogie final since Dublin scored 10-1
19650

29— Conchave reowe won the O'Dufty Cusp 20 times, more thanany
ikt couunty. Dublin, with 36, are next.
30,191~ A recond attencance at an All-ireland senlor camogle final

wirteheed Ceak put on oo exbibition.

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

stuck for words but today, 'm  ber this day for the rest of my

chose tospeechbess, 1l remem-

life. | think we all will.”

BY GER McCARTHY

LIBEY Coppinger amd Meabh
Cahalane's beaming smiles

gaid it all in the immedinte al-

| termath of Cork's emphatic

All-Iredand camegie semior inal
defear of Warerford.

Rebels® full-back Coppimger
has enjoyed ber best year In a
red jersey, conststenthy shutting
down oppesing attacks from

| the edge of the square.

Sunday a1 Croke Park was no
different.

I the: immesdisste aftermath,
the Kealkill native struggled to

| putitall intowords. Who could
| Blame her?

*It iz unreal. Coppinger told
Thhe Southers Srar.

The: last couple of vears,
wee have been looking for this.
fr-has just bewn abour us this
year though and, thankfolly.

! we came right at the right time.
| CAmy O¥Connor's three goals
| ganve: s breathing room, There
was no doubt but Waterford
were going 1o come back at us
and grve it their all We kpew
we had o weather the store
At hall dme we just sabd we
wnted 1o phay this final en oor
terms,

"Amy's goals at the start of
the second hall were just un-
real 1'm delighted to see that
happening at the other shde of
the pitchl®

Coppinger was part of o Cork
Tull-back line Including Lawra
Hayes and Pamela Mackey that
exeelled, not just in Croke Park,
bart zgainst Kilkenny and Gal-
way in previous rounds as well.

“Thase two games brought us
on massivedy, Coppinger com-
menied.

‘I suppose we have been
building since the start of the
vear. There were o few tough
games im a row but ever sinog
that second Galway game, s
have just been getting better

Vbl 5

i,

EIY

; l]'tm‘ﬁtlru
gaveus breathing
room’ — Libby Coppinger

aindl berter.

“The groop here |3 unreal.
Players glor in amd oot Amy
{Lee) behind me Is phenome sal
and abvays heading the way, We
arg just delighted to get over
the line.

Tam defighted formy famiby;
they are the best, My support-
ers tog, The people from St
Colum's are incredible, They
were here in Croke Pack the
previows two years when we
It s i is grean o give them
a win reday, Thelr support has
been unmwavering.”

Former Cork senior foothall-
er Meabh Cahalane was equally
thrilled to have overcome Wa-
terford. Anather All-lréland
medal 1o add o rhe Cahalane
collection along with sister
Orrlaith who eame on as & see-
cavel-Heall substiate,

"Orlaieh and | have won an
All-lreland at every level al-
though she has passed mee out
with a few (extra) at minor,
Cahalane baaghed.

I do think today was prodb-
ably extra specinl. After the
hurt we have endured the lase
number of years, it is even mine
special,

I remember winaing the
All-Ireland final the firse
year [ gat om the senior panel
andd thinking, you know, this
is probably going 1o happen
every vear, 1 definkeely belleve
wihen the final whistle wens, it
i% probably one of my favourite
sporting memorses. | supposea
bot of us would have played a lot
tagether at underage hevel too.
Thar makes it extra-special”
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Five-star Cork crownedPAlIneland

champions in front 111_31*Eeiﬁi¢-1ltti crowd
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= Fhona Keating celebrates

. Cork's emphatic All-Iredand
senior camogie final win
against Waterford.
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Rebel reignh ' @

Drought over, are Cork now set Ty
to dominate camogie?

SINGING IN THE RAIN: REBELETTES DEMOLISH DEISE

o 18 ——
- & -

.-E "1 ;L:III.F b

Cork players colebrate with the O"Duffy Cup after their side’s victoryin the All-refand Senlor Camogie Championship Final against
Wterford at a rain-soaked Croke Parkyesterday. The final score was 513 to 0.9, SEE REPORT PAGE 3 & SPORT. Fhata: Sportsfile
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reception for
All-Treland
Cork camogie
champions

Steven Heaney

Levsidors turned out intheir
droves to weloome thedr All-
Iretpnd-winning camoghe
sinad hack hoane 1o Cork
visterday evending.

Havvimge seen Eheir homie-
tawn heroes hlite Waterford
b iy margin of 5-13 io 0-9 in
Croke Park on Sundoy albey-
noon, the Cork faiihihal ga-
thered on the banbs of their
own bively Lee from the

early cvening for the chamnee |

Lo see Uheir team bring
ODulfy Cup bhoek (o the
rebel comndy for the first
time in five vears.

Cork’stallsmanic caplain,
Amy U'Consor, and her vie-
torkons teammsites received
il rmurous rebel reception
from the moment their itain
pulled into Kent Stathon ol
.1 0pm o Monday,

Among those present al
the siafion were nine-year-
el Cremaman OFSellivan fvoms
Castlefreke in West Corlg
aumnd her mam, Gemimna.

Goemma, wikese cousin
Fiona Heating i a member
of the Cork sgiead, said she
wiis “really happy and
proad™ of whiat (he Corle
tepm bl mchdeved.

From the stadioon, the Cork
tenms huq:ﬁ:: alsogird mm
open-bop and made the
short jorrney meross the
river and over fo the South
Mall where 206800 o so fiuns
had gathered for a special
homecoriing ooend,

First toaddress the crowsd
it Loiad Mlavor of Cork
Fieran MeCarthy, who
heaped praise an the “on-
stoppable” Corkk team.

=W e s, 50 prod of
yvounr elfors yesterdoy," he
todel the team, “The (¥ Dully
Curp hinsn't been back For
many years, but it is hack

thiis evening.
“Tt's beson a long: Bve years,
Bt o Ay O Connor anad
her team — your've been ab-
solutely hrillint, yvoo have
hft!;ldhmm' people.
huttnm “ll;’nurnim
lovely L™

Camogie player Lulsne

Deiseach, 13, from Clonakil-
tv. made the long jourmey (o
Sunday's final, so it was
Lkinle havdsiip (o attend
}'l:"-'ﬂm'dﬂ}"h]:l;lml.tnrrﬂnu Ha
wiell,

She told the Frish Exanin-
or that ntmosphere at both
had been “amaring.”

Laisme sl having rode
miodels like the Cork team
ainil the Irish women's
soccer tepm really “helped o
boit by Koy evervome podng™,

“There was o huge erowd
up at the nevich,” smid
Luisoa, =1 was so happy that
they won i

Then. with dosens of Cork
s Mlowing in the breeee,
captain Amy O"Connor
stepped up to the micno-
phoe.

The et that it begnn fo
ratin as O'Connor took to thc
singre did litike to dampen
ithe sphrits of those in the
cromvl.

Slse pevid tritute fo her
squad, their backroom stafT,
ol the fans who suppeorbed
thi team throughout the
SR,

“It las been o fough year,
fiull of ups and downs, but
wi stuck dogether, Even
when things weren't going
well, we siuck fogreiler,

“We were homoured tojged
over Ehe linee yesterday in
Lhe wany wr did.

“Thanks fior coming oul
o supporting: us all yoear,”™
Echoing (" Connor's ro-
marks, Cork mannger hMat-
Ehewy Twomey sadd the sup-
port shown to the team firom
Ehe olgel hisd made evers-

thing worthwhile,

Hee aabibiel that thene vwas
“massive talemt™ (o be found
ir;l?rm'k ﬂnnlang‘lufrnlﬂ Uii
i hroanh fo
minor senior level and
predicted more Cork cama-
Hio Surcpskos worn

Coneluding the col-
ehrathons, the muyor of Co
Cork, Frank (°Flynn, told
ilse tesom Ehey bl nimle

Conls “tha colgaty
™ Enundu-t
gt is alive amd well

in Cork, and lomg muy §i
Tive,™ D sanid,

Power: Falconer injury
left Déise in disarray

Andrew Horgan

The early loss of Vikki Fal-
coner in Sunday’s All-Ireland
finatl defeat to Cork threw
Waterford's game plans into
disarray, admits manager
Sedn Power.

Power confirmed the
corner-back had been given
the task of limiting the

"Wie have assessed her there
and walting on a scan, but it
looks to be guite serious for
her knee, but we are waiting
af & scan,

“It may be mcruciate, bat we
don't Enow but not an ideal
way to start an All-Ireland

nal,
"We talked about organis-
ing match-ups and things

threat of Rebels forward Amy  Hke that and the reality of it
O'Connor, who would goon te  was Vikkl had a very speelfic
seore 3.7 following Faleoner's  job to do and a specific plaver
Wit ut after 90 seconds she's

The extent of her injury is gone.
not yet knoamn , bot 1t =3 feared “We had 1o n=st, wa had
she may have suffered anter-  back-up plans and things ke
for cruciate lipament damage,  that, but nevertheless to lose

“¥iih, it wasn't ideal. liwas  one of your margues backs,
a disaster actually for Vikkite one of our r& of the vear
go off =0 early in the game,” so far, big hit early in the
Power told WLE Fid. game,

“In terms of the player's “That was the starting point
safiety, that's my paramonnt  of something that wis going o
Imiportaned dven more so than b o fough day all roiand,
avictory ora loss. “I's a tough one,”

Up for camogie
Having watched the commentary
and analysis of the camogle fnals
Inst Sunday in Croke Park, | find {t
very disappeinting that RTE does
meot have an Ulp for the Match

programmas prio fo the camogle
and Indies” Gaclic foothall finals, ag

Ehary Ao for the e,

With =0 II;::::E}' countios J'nmh'lfﬂ
YEY Yol i great opportunlty
o showease the game, 115 mentors,
ontertalners, and tabemst within

those counties.

Harnah Cofior

mw
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Thank you to
Amy and all the
Cork players

A HEARTFELT thank you to Cork's All-Ire-
land winning camogie team, who have given us
=0 much o celebrate and enjov all season and
im cubar in the last few

t has been a pleasure for all the tearm a8 The
Echo to cover the story of this team’s season,
their fantastle victery on Sunday and the cel-
ebrations that began at the final whistle and
have continued sinee,

What & joy it was o see the clty centre turn
red as these were welcomed home and
to see the pride and jov at St Vincent's as cap-
tin Amy O'Connoer, who scored a hat-triek on
Sunday, brought the O'Daffy Cup home to
where it all began for hor.

Before they boarded the train for their re-
turn jouwrmey to Cork, Amy, Matthew
Twomey and teammate [zzy O Regan also
brought the cup for a visit to young pathents in
Temple Street Hospital.

It waz loviely to the excitement of the visit
brings smiles to these brave children's faces —

th none more delighted than a beaming Da-
%h ytﬁuﬁf] th 'Erpe:r'anl

& ga 0 se8 them in 0, 0T
watching all the exciterent unfold in the news
and on social media, this very special group of
Players has brought joy to so many people.
M':]I]td": abselutely unbelievable,” Amy =said on

¥,

“Thiz iz such a prowd day for me and for
avery player on the pansl.

“It"s been A bo vear fnll of wps and downs,
but we stuck together and that was the most im-
partant thing.

"W had huge trust in what we were tryving to
do and even when things weren't going well we
stick together so we're very proud and very
honouwred to get over the line In the manner
that we did."

Gracious as always, the star thanked all the
supporters for the welcome the team recelved.

A huoge thank you to evervone who has

come out here,” she gajd,

“We knew coming down here we would have

o Ii:'Ijilhﬂnf n‘gﬁﬂhwelaélmﬁ "
& we who should be thanking vou Amy,
Mﬂ} ﬁ'ﬂ Pwmgm. o K

ayor of Cork, Clbr Kiermn MeCa
m}:ea“;:&ngu?r us af the homecoming o
=0, 20.p f

%ihtﬁ%_ roud of yvour efforts yes-
my onnor and her paam, vou have
been 'l::;'é‘ileﬂ?!:'-' brilliant, vou have in?;ﬁiﬂ-edm
t & panel, what a weekend and what &

win —‘th.nnh You for memories that will ive



Cork O'Connor is held aloft by team mates
Winning Cock captala Ay by team mates Amy

IIH

Emma at the homecoming celebrations for the victori-
-ummhﬂ;ﬂuwﬁmmmu St Vincents

Hurling and Foatball Qub,

Cork side on a mission
of atonement were

never

going to be

stopped by Waterford

IT was easy to feel sorey for
Waterford in the aftermath of
tast Sundayv’s All-frelamd ca-
mogie final. as thoy walked
head [ivat Into a relentless
Cork whirlwind that they
slmply had noe chance of halt-
A=

Waterford were making
their first appearancs in m san-
ior final in 78 long years, and
thelr support travelled in

Jhuge numbers in hope that
they were about to witness
history being made, but in
raality they had littie hope

againstah and rampant
Pl:.n:_'::aidﬂnn diy in Croke
Cork had gotten to the final

by defeating the 1w Deams
that had besten them in tha
fast two All-Ireland finals in
the quiarter and semi-finls.

Those wing over Kilken ﬁ
and Galway had been ho
won and created areal
sons of belief in this side, anmnd
a real sense of destiny. They
slmply were not golng to b de-
nisdd this year, as they col-
bected the My Cup for the
first time since 2018, and in
some stvle too,

Cork manager Matthew
Twnmﬂ{ahldatmm card fn o
loaded bench, but he did not
peally need it, as by the time
he sprang the likes of Cliona
Healy. Orla Cronin. Alsling

. Orlmith Cahnlamne,
a.ng I'-M%Eium?t]gd th game
had long Il 58 :

Whin Cork faced Waterford
Iy Ik -
final .E"f';-? them a whaole 25
pinutes to register theis flirsd

Tt s Katrk
n by the [t} -
::ﬂh{aekﬂ balatedly got Cork
d Fanming-
upTaI-:lzp eveninally ended u
winning that game by 0-15to
10, when they hit the Iast eight
points to triumph, hiit Cork
waonld have been exiremely
pager to avold sucg_n poor
his e AFOUN
r:-:m%-':‘rﬂ En:cm!d not possibly
have had a different gitart
inst the Dilsa this year. "
This time it was Cork wito
got the first four paints of the
oy, with Waterfopd not got-
Hing on the seoresheet unitil
thatr main sharpshooler Beth

- CAMOGIE

 Derek Daly

Carton Inmded thelr firad soore
ﬂ"mu distance im thoe 15th min-
L,

Even then there was no Let-
up from Cork as two polnits
{rom Amy O°'Connor and one
from ‘Hannah Looney
siretched thelr lead to six be-

* fore they rattled the back of

Brinnna O'Regan’s net for the
FErsE e,

It was made by Katrina
Mnckey, who ranat the Déle
defence befora brilliantly
floating o pass to Sorcha
MeCartan, who expertly vol-
beved it first thime (o the met for

a greaf goal.

Any chance Waterford had
to launch a comeback ended
when Carton sent Hrﬁun-ln-
attompt wide before halftime,
as you fust could not sea Cork
f:a?hll up their nine paint

Amy O Connor's quick-tmsa
hat-trick at the start of the sec-
omid half Enocked the stuffing
out of Waterford {:umhtm.
preaning Cork's Bomb Eé !
was not required off the
bench, at least not o impact
turned in pl'ﬂﬂﬁt i

ton .

Cork only conceded nine

imiz over the course af the

onr, and amazingly they only
shipped three points firam
owerall, one esch from
Carton, Miamh Rockett, and
Laaokss Formest.

That fact points to a truly
remarkable defenslve display
by Copk, whore overy single
member of the Rebel defence
had the beating of their dicect
marker. which is something
unheard of in All-Ireland fin-

als

Thiz s all the more impres-
shve wiien vou considoer that
this Cork team went into Sun-
day's final with the scars of
o recent Adl-Treland amd twa
[eague final dofeats at Croka

Tk

Fa*r'hu had to collectively

bury ibefeats, and if ange-

thing they used them as metl-

'l-'ﬂ-%;ﬂ- gimply nover
Y wWare

golng %:l b lianiurtﬁis tims

apaune.

Cork's Iﬂng'l'hwmhtﬂl&hutf:;- iﬂim

Cork refused

IM an excellont interview with Thepese
O Callnghan in the frizh Exgminer last
Saturday, Ashling Thompson gavd & ré-
vealing insight into the Cork mindset
ahead of the All-Treland camogie final
against Waterford.

The road back to Croke Park had been
an arduous ey for Thom after
Fupturing her ACL last vear but it had
been all the more excracinting again for
Cark-after such serial disappointment
along the way. That pain had been con-
tinuously roferced to by the plavers bt
Thompson neatly encapsulated just how
desp it ran, amd of how intent wara o
snsure that they didn’t experience that

*Th Ill:taph;: i over Eilkenny

[ wa have go r
confidence

from it,”
time, wo are in a
leave it behind s, We hnve done that Bed
many times in the last of years. [
s don't porn up, we will be crying into
our drinks n on Sunday night. Wa
can'tlet ourse down,”

Cork hadn't really |t themselves down
in the finals they had lost, going down G
Galway and Eitkenny in the 2021 and 26l
deciders by margins of just three and one

imt. In every knockout game Cork had

ost since they had [ast beon chaumpicns ia

2018, thoy had been beaten by just one
scare, with the teams that beat them (Gal-
weay In tha 2019 semi-final and Kilkenny in
the 220 semi-final) both going on to win
the All-Trelamd. y

That's a seriols level of consistency but
thiat is never posd enough for & county
that demands — and has ropeated]y de-
mandoed — the highest standamls possible
ia the camogla world, In that context, it
was gasy fo sce judt how pomped and

Cotk were hesding into Sunday.
S how driven they were for atonament.

Thiere was 8 senees that Cork wene build-
ing to m strong performance, especially
having coughed and splottered thelr wage

& Christy O'Connor

through the early part of the season. Los-
ing o Galway in Athenry in thelr wﬁ
gnme was nover palng to derall Cork

mserely confirmed a toand that Cork had ta
break — it was another one score defoat in

A ?Fgﬂ.mﬂ-

aving bost the league fnal to Galway,
atheit by four points, Cork had got into a
habit of failing 1o elogs out ﬂlhlﬁlmﬂi.
They'd also lost the 2022 league final 1o

Gﬂmmm .
Goalng even further, Cork kad lost
semi-finals to Galway in 2021 (after
extra-dme) and im 2000 by Just
one score. Galway Rilkenny have
been the standard in recent years and,
while Cork haive been right thers at fhat
Tevel, thoy knew that if they were to really
make g4 that they would have to
start [inding ways 1o win tight games

again,

Thuﬂ:!l&fhull.}'! r b furm knthe-All-
Ireland guar E?'mm Ki o
pame Cork

(il

W nrwhp;;iml. “w?l::sraue
the secomnd game won at
P‘E;hmlha:lruh: 18 matches. It was

previo

aleo just the second time in their previous
10 knockout games against elther Kilken-
n wﬁﬂm&: in league nnd champion-
ﬂ: — that ke v ok o bof,

ven more eritical though, was that
Cork finally wan a tght game, In Croke
Park. 1t nltely wms o wateraled mo-
et in the season,

Cork were more comfortable than the
final scoreline sugeested in the semifinad
:Lhmll-nﬁt Galway but Cork still had to see
& match ouk, winniag by bwo points

Weve struggled this year more than
any other year T'rl:nhglinlﬂwh'nlwduw?h;’

d Thompsoen to O aghan. "Bui we
have that hunger to stick ot it Game by

to be losers

ame, we are Tinally finding our form.
nd it has probably come at the right
time."

It bawl. Thelr team was getting stronger
s the season progredsed, especially thelr
bench, Cork's big game experience, ¢5-
pecially in finals, was also bound to be
huge mh'mtufln agninst & Waterford side
appearing in thelr fest Aol

Andd Cork made overything count earky.

In the first hatf, their conversion rate
was an impressive THe, especially when
o o Waterford's 30%. The gams
was long over &8 a conteat just fIve min-
utes into the second half with three -
fire goals, which put Cork 18 poinisahesid,

If anything. the sequence of play right
after Amy O'Connor’s second goal, and

ust hefore hor thicd geal encapsulated
ust how driven, pumped, precise and
ruthless Cork werg all afternoan,

Rachivel Walsh went on tho attack right
through the conire of the Cork defemce but
m gang of Coek players hunbed her down
and immediately initiated the counber-at-
tnch. Another long and nccurate ball into
the Cork full-forwand Hne was picked up
by Katrina Mackey, who bore down on
goal before Eyving the ball on a plate for
O'Connaor for hat-rick,

Cork never et up. When Annie Fitzger-
aldl had a goal chance in the 47th minuwte,
Libhy Enger blocked her down. Cork
Teael e players within 12 mmiﬂ:‘m

I a5 Coppinger cama iway W

F"I:;EBL Whm%ﬂt soored theie goal in
the Sk minute from Fiona Keating, it
ariginated from another turnover, which
Cork foveed by hunting Beth Carton down
in possession in the middle of their de-
fonce, By that stoge, Cork resembled a
ruthless, relentless threshing machine,
whiore eviery play, svery acl was, not just
an opporiunity to win in style, but o

the hort of the last few yoars, os-
pocinlly the st [wo seasons,

Al Cork did =0 in incredibly impres-
abvo fashbon.
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Hannah gets to row, row

0’Duffy Gup gently down Lee

CORK camogie star, Hannah Hannah's dream to be rowed down ¥ Elaine Whelan us last year, Ellen, Is involved with  had some craje with the
¥ : ; . ﬁm of the
Looney, fulfilled her dream of :Ihr: Lee in triumph first bepan in the rowing club and Amy made the banks by the Marina, singing and

being paraded down the Lee 2019. . lap, the 2021 camogie plaver of the connections. dancing too.”
with sha O c When we lost the semi-final back  year nominee was jolned by four Ip until the last minute, 1 still After a four-year-famine, cel-
Duffy Cup. :REJ_}'?I. ﬁ:{:;ﬂ:::ﬂgnﬁﬁﬁpt a: ﬂmumw 4;:{1!111} Cork Boat Club to idjl;lrr t think it was going to ha.ppen ebrations are ongoing for the All-Ire-
: . Adl-Ire : in, oat down the river. t's a bit surreal.” land Cork women.

Following the Cork camogie  want to be rowed down the Lee, So. ft The opportunity came thanks to Afterh down Eummiug expe
}ffdhl'; 3:|r'|lu E]rlnimﬁ l'rr'llr}]m'fr ;ﬂ’;:n.-r- has been my dream to bring the cup  Na Pinrsaigh's HI?:.' Lz, with team- hﬂm{aﬁ“ﬂﬂﬂ 'Ewnut:.ruﬂlﬁa:-h :aﬂ ngup“}:ﬂed “ﬁ'@’ﬁ :nlét
!'l:l:ll.rmdtiLe-e-.sﬁen:ﬂtuu]::ﬁlI{;ﬁ E::IE p]ﬂmmnéhu Leesinee,” thedual starex- mate Hannah saying: “Amy Lee “Today has been phenomenal. I joyin :ur}' moment. It is very

1o Makfil her long-hald wish,

With the cup well secured in her

Cameg ldplflglmﬂﬁtﬂﬂl!tﬂ:lls tﬂhﬂ.p:[.'lﬂ'l
“A physio that was working with

can't believe I was rowed down the
Lee, on such a glorions morning, We

g {0 have the cup hack here on
Leeside.”

Cork Jubilee Team

1 Cora Beokigne Barryros S
2 Ethme Dugpan [Lapt) Besmapet ot M | N | GA M E -
] Denise Crosin iClen Rovers

4 Wispnme Harnis Brhapsdcian 2 O 23

¢ Mags Finn Fr O Meils

b Ursaila Troy Mewbmwnshandwm

7 blary O Cannor Killeagh

5 Lanida Blellenck Glen Bowets

9 Singad O'Callaghan Ballinhagsip

o Fiena O0nscoll Fr Orinbeall’s

11 Irene O'Keelbe innscarra

13 Liyren Dhanlea Clen Rovers ,

13 Leonig Molan Inniscarra " ) _LI.‘.{

¥ Paula O'Cannon e dparshandrum i | A Wi puk

15 Caimhe Harrington Mewdtowrshandrum : h":- Iln;_ .

16 Stephanie Dunle Claughduv y | inal .;_._:;_:. ’

17 Miriam Deasy Kilbsittain-Timoleague - eyl Dot

18 Linda O'Sullnean Ballinahassig [ : | rl,:l_h::-:r:-

1g  Mazy Buske Gliery Rewers | |- trira ‘Wahb
20 Trisha Dhoyle Bixhogs bovan | ok

Terans Peiagerabd
T Ebry Dhily

Jtet L e

Angela Shechan
Rose Mackey-Keane

Fal Murray

Clara O"Sullivan from Newcestown with Fiona Keating of
Courcey Rovers,

i Toam Motk




Cork minor

it's been a

camogle team manager
Meg and Lucy who ware part of his backrosm team,

Jerry Wallace with his daughters

yea‘f to

remember for Cork
minor camogie team

WHAT n heetie fow wosks it
has been for Cork camogie
and while most of the column
Inches were dominsted by
Sundny’s high profile Adl-lre.
land senior deicider, the sue-
cess of the U168 and minar
teams indicate a glowing fu-
ture for the on Leeside,

The Ults made it fonr AlLl-
[raiaml titles in a row with vie-
tory over Galway the provioas
weakernd, with the minors agd-
ding the Munstar tila to their
earlier All-lreland win over
Waterford.

More than half of the Cork
plavers who were Invobred in
the senior final in Croke Park
laz: Sunday have come
thirough the minor ranks since
2018, Under the guidance of
Midletons Jerry Wallace and
his hugely dedicated backs
room temm, the ndies in red
have won four minor All-Ine-
iamnds and five Munster minor
titles sinee that groundbreak-
ine Mrst win five years ago.

It"s now down time on the
inter-county scene and an op-

ortunity for Wallace o re-
ﬁe-ct an the transition
anel of

that has led foa huge
sliverware.

*Tt's falr to soy that forall of
us invvnlved inte minor man-
agement it has been &4 Véry
5;!1;:!11' fow years.”™ Wallace

sabel.

=T eome back and rapeat
last year's All Ireland/
Munster donble with neary a
new team i a at creddit 1o
the players and to the clubs.

=1t's o tribote to the coach-
ing that utp“;l:el: ;LL];:
pnderage strucina
the county at club and schools
]E?Fili-mm-b&nm tanight me that
i wou e building somethini.
it is =0 important to keep look-
ing ahead. Every year since I
was involved I've tried to bal-
ance the panel, so that there
are maybe 12 or 13 players
aped 17 that would be cominig

fior the neXi seasoi.

“ 4 Lot of them hn;-r.- uuncdl e
omt ta be very good Dia
and ﬁi:lpu:ndmm:m%t
pevel in their very first yoar.

[t's an ongeing prooess for
wallace and his fellow selec-

oS,
It e start back in Qctober
by contacting the clubs and
rhen begin ounr trials. AL the
i Eamt we already have &
mnupulplaﬂrﬁ_whnm miak-
ing the transition into naxt
wear's programme and we
have the T1T development

B Jahn Cashman

siuad and the 1116 winning
team coming on , Who
will be ble to join ws,

“Overall, it's 3 very good
system that's in place. IE then
comes down fo us 48 & man-
agement team o get motis
vated and glve the thme fo
bring these plyers forvard
imta the system.”

A star athlete in his
younger days and a highly re-
spiecied coach amd trainer of
inter-county and club teams
across the country, the step
imto the camogla wirld in 2018
was something ala new degar-
ture for Wallace.

“Yes, it was different. § even
had to get familiar with the
rule imitially.

= weas very fortunate that [
had @ team back then that lead
plavers such as Cliona Healy
andl Saotrse MeCarthy.

"l;LUI'I:qE:LEE and Rm:]u:
Murphy, ¥ risen to
highest ]euel.ﬂT]_;;r ware &

t group and when we won
ﬁ?ﬁ]l-lmhm first time out.
things really took off.

“Ii's wonderfal to see the
giris that have worked their
way frorm minor ranks to b so
central to the sendar team,

*(Owerall, what we kave seon
since 20018 s the influx of
players who have made the
shep up to senior. [Es not that
they just arrived on ihe scens
= have all come through
the ar programme.

*It has o e good for Cork
camogie that this tranaktion 13
“!?c"ﬁr daess love sport at
all mﬂ;lumrsuua I'm
delighted that, having got &0
much out of sport when | was
a competitive athlete, I can
now put something back in,
p.a:'-t]—bl:u!al'h' at dovelogom et

Y

“When the opportunity
mmi]ﬂiﬂnz [ was delighted to
Lake chandc.

“I"ve been very blessed to
have peaple lke Michzel Bo-
Iand inwvolved since day ome
Everyone has been very lovel-
feabed on amd of e Reld &
ghatt for me has besn one of the
reql socrets of what we hive
nehieved.

“This year, ngain, the team
has boen fantastic One could
nat-speak highly enough of
their attitude and eommit-
maet.”

Cork's win will be

remembered as the
Amy O'Connor final

STOP for a second and imagine what
the reaction would be if Kerry’s
David Clifford scored 3-7 in an All-
Ireland SFC final.

Thank about bow an Aaron Glllane
thres-minnte All-ireland final hat-irick
Eﬂ;ﬂ lauded inside and outslde of

What would the impact be of Katie
MeCabe guiding the Republic of Treland
senjor to the Kneckout stages of &

Women's Cup?

Imagine Dublin Eﬁh‘m two All-Treland
SEC finals ina row— by 3 comblned total
gﬂwﬂmﬁm —-'bﬂm‘#ﬂn rebounding towin
A e e

Gy Cipbask to
In e ¥ P
R e 00
o :
tain's role in Sunday’s victory over the
Perhaps the most impressive aspeet of
ey o thowed i
Wk shi -
mediately afterwands.

D'Emhrnruld;"lthmmw ut it into

words, fo be honest. ALl the gris did the
hard work (in the baild-up) and [ had the
mﬁ.lnh of putting it indo the net! I'm just
dafighted for H

CVETYTILE,

D o Ehink Sandi Arablan-basod Cris:
tinno Roneldo would have expressed the
same level of modesty after scoring a hat-
trick in o et fmal?

Mo nedther.

Mo team. wins anything withoul & cap-
tain setting the fone and leading by
axample on and off the phtch.,

 Ger McCarthy

Cork are blessed (o have a natural born
lesder in O'Connot,
History will peflect kindly on Matthew
wmmwmmmum
B

a0, canshlering the hearthreak
suffered by the same groicp of Cork selec:
tors and %Ja:.-ers in eonsecutive All-Ire-
lamd final Iosses bo Hilkenny and Galway.
The intestinal fortitude requirved to
honmce back from those defeats, as well as
an indifferent start to this year's cam-
Junderlines :m:lmmt.a.'ltunghnmnf

o pamel,
Whm?lt muttered most, Cork found a
w&utuﬂlmnur_ammnlm' hefore talk:

Ingdown Waterfiord,

Effort

1t took & full panel effort to achieve that
goal, starting between the sticks with
Amy Leo's saves and accurate puck-outs,

A Dll-back line that included Meabh
M o Larara Haoyes, Ltl:hirju-ppl.nﬁtr.
and Cahalang hounded opposing
forwarsd Hnes all Seascn long. :

Famela Mackey, Laura Treacy, 12z
O'Hegan; Sneirse MeCarthy, and Aol
Huoal mrl;_a nightmare to face in the

[
Up feant, Choele Sigerson and Fiona
e oy Hangah Lagnays did‘you
oW Inan Anpa
cotnt hlm?;LlHrﬂmd. final? :
The dual star was overywhere against
waterford and delivered o of hec most
offective prmances In 8 Rebe] Jersey.
A full-fopward line comprising Sorchi
MeCarian, Pamela Mackoy, and 0'Con-

nor was the most ruthless in this yéear's
senior champlanship. )

Then you look to the bench, possibly
Cork's preatest attribasbe, and see e likes
of Clionn HMealy, Orla Cronin, and Orlakth
Cahalane to come on and make an
imipact. :

A word too for one of Cork Camogic's
greatest warrlors,

What Ashling Thompson put herself
through o recover from a long-term in-
fury and play & pivetal role in Cork’s s
ceas was ondg of the feelgood stories of the
BEAEAN,

Mowadays, legacy ks & term, almast o
cliché, theown inlo conversations when
atipmpting to eapture a team or individ-

wal's bmpact.

Yot it is fair to say that this Cork camio-
gie senlor panel’s legacy will be folt for
Soima thnme 1o comse,

It may ot be accurately measured in
newspoper column inches, radio or pod-
il als, or even All-Star awards,
yvear's Cork camagie senlor's leg
aey will the inereaded numbar of Foun

palbove and schoalgirks Oring a sliotn
aff a wall and honing Individual skills,

Their legacy will be the Incroasec
number of small chikiren pe it fonl
colebrations, similar to O Connar, and
turning away to acclaim an imaginary
Croke Fark while at ome in the I

Tholr legncy will be fnspiring the next
generation of Rebel GAA, camogie and
LGFA plavers, whoéver he, she, or they
may e,

hﬁ;nr-u than anything, the 20 Cork sen-
for camogin pane's legney will bé remind-
ing teams, In whatever sport, that it 15 mat
abowt how many Ilrnnili-uu pat knecked
down. Sport is about 8 l:ﬂ-:uli_Hr:E ether,
getting back up n!‘t’thuﬁ'ﬁ and never
giving up until you achione your goal.
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5By Thomas Keane

Cark
CORK won & first O0ufly Cup
sinsa 2018 when they prowved oo
stmng lor a Wabsrioed shde Spfear-
ing in & first AB-lreland cacsder
this lewed since 1845 ab Croke Fark
or Sundoy

Having fost the last two finals
Cooric miadke il fhird tims lucky i this.
game and wang the hungries Sda
ihecughcul
Pilayed in front of a paying atien-
danca for the day of 30,191,
Waladoed almost as sgon a8
referee Johin Dermody sianed iha
game wane deall & savers blow
when of fwve minutes Wik
Faulkrar was forced 1o leave 1he
findd cen ik mobile shelched after
sk pickod 1p whal kooked o be @
gficiues injury whan she pulled up
i feent of tha Cusack Stand ard fall
%o i ground, Thea Tramone plager
plaed an instnamental rode n e
side’s win over Tipparary in the
serni-fnal 85 sha was tasked with
keaping o ciase &yé on insinimen-
13 forvasd Cdit Devana and na
doubl manager Sean Power had
askied the Tramoes player bty and
repeal the periormance this Lme
arpund baking up 0 marking job on
ena of Coek's inside foraared lna.

Her loas was 8 huge one for
‘Watordord, bul had she complsted
fhis sty minubes would Watoreed
have won is hard 1o know One
shang i for cartain the masgin of vic-
fory, the bigge=t by & ainning beam
in 64 years may nol have begn 50
g

o

The winners lod 1810 0-3 af the
Eemal, bt they dd mosl of the
clamags i winning this i i The
fhird quaster when Plager of the
Maich Ay O'Connor fined & hat-
trick of goals past Branna
CrRegan. In Tect, her Rad-tick was
gehilped i aboud bwo minubes
wﬁmmmﬂmhmmﬁ
recoed

‘Waterford found scones hand fo
find all iy, OF the Shree in the first
MHnHumulM!ﬁﬁc_uIBm
Carlon, bwo of them coming from
frees in the 263h and J32nd minules
of The hall, Cork cleay had their
homowork dome. Mo free was
gaing o be concedied ina position
whana fhe De La Sale player could
capitabss and if frees were 1o ba
canceded irside her nomnal radius,
ey would be eonceded from light
fingles.

Al the cther end Cork wera pick-
ing off their scones. Ay COFConmor
had three scores regisbéned and

accoumt cn 15 mindies. Ancther
brace from O Connor end ane from
Hannah Loonry folowed for Con
a5 they added 1o whal they already
had cn the scormeboard

Firegr minides from e breal
Cexke struck their first goal, Katrina
hackey picked the sholar and ran
at the Waisrdond defence. She
playred an excellent pass 1o Sorcha
KeCaman and she bathed 1o the net
to give Coa 1-7 to D1 lead.

Beth Carton got her st free of
the rianing on 28 minutes bud alas
for Waterford points from Fainna
Mackey and Sorcha McoCartan fiok

I.II l- I ;Il.

i-uuipd labe b t

first half by Cork's Libby [nppl which led to a penalty,

ioaed b the othar end 10 éxdend
Caork's lead, Beth Canon pulled a
point back in stcppage time and
just bebors the hall-ime whiste
sounded Johin Dermedy wha had
aify encedant garme all round with hés
fteam of officials went in and con-
suted with his umpnes ab the Hill 15
end of the ground afer Anre

Dermody did nol indicals whal was
happening taking his fime io think

orsor and when e reached
ke 20 rresine Ene he stredched ol
his anms indicating a penalty for

won Ehe Intermediabe Al-Irelsnd
Final back in 2015, that scene foo
coming from a placed ball but this
time she saw her effcd go o the
Hally side of the updghls.

White nothing was going the
way of ‘Waterdard much as they
tried, a2 the other end everything
Codk tried appeaned b um to gold

Cek Cagtaén Ay O'Connmar got
the first of her goals on 33 minutes
whien she was picked oul by Fiona
Keating

Wishin a mifete the same player
oncE mane had Hgmhlhlha

s

R

i - il

O'Connor lo give Cark an 18 painl

laad,

‘Waterfond hit three poinds ina
row from Beth Camfton with & brace
and Miamh Rockel with one in
bebtween to dose the Cork lead, bud
it was goals that Walerlord needed
&1 thes siage and many of them

Bodh sides began 1o amply ther
bench as the game wore on. The
only real surprise was that wilh
the game won that the Cork
maragement team did not take of
Amy O'Cormoe so that she could
meceive S applause she desenied
of he day. She did add ancihes
seore which was followed with cne
from Katring Mackey which gave
Cork a8 4-11 to 07 lead wilth 13
minules plus stoppage time il io

play.

IF there was any doubling how
fhis game would finsh Cofk wel
ared bruly secured the win on the

goal ;

Cronin picked oul Fiona Feating 1o
Erish 10 e et

mmmumwh
ihe time thai remained but these
scores oid Rol have any calcoms
on how ihis gamae would firish as i
was decided well bedore the end.

Waterfond will be disappointed
with this resull and tha big
Waariord support on the dary felt i
foe the players and the manage-
rasnl heam, Thisy came up Sgainsd
a Coork side who from very early on
locked Bs if they wire going ic win,
Tha only thing to be decided was

of the best in & number of years

with little separating some of the
ciuhs in the different

grades.
How many of the cider players

Cork prove too strong
for Waterford

% ower he baam one thing i for e
tain coming through are some
young
from

i
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Méabh Murphy and lzzy 0*Regan enjoying ice cream. Pic: David (reedon

Championship season
underway for Junior
and Intermediate

WITH the inter-county seaaon
now over, all the focus is bick
an the club game amd at long
last the various champlon-
ships gets umber way.

1t has boen a long wait for
club players and no doubt all
are really leoking forward to

=5 WAaY.

It will be non-stop fok moest
clubs with underage cham-
pionships sizo being plaved
and a5 the evenings e, 5t
will be full steam abead in
avery club ground in the city
and esanty.

At the time of going fo print
we have not gotl Yenues or
times for a the games bt
we do hawve the dates, ao, lof us
take m look and start planning
vouir evenings from here to the
gnd of the Intermediate and
Junior A campalgns.

INTERMEDIATE

The SE Systems Intermedt-
ate Championship gets under-
way on Monday next, August
14, when Douglas, who have
re-graded this year take on
Watergrashill

On Tuesdoy, Awgust 15, we
have Blrckrock taking on
Charleville and Ma Piarsaigh
maeseiing Ballineollis,

Om Wednesday, Augiast 16,
t's Brian Dillon's team taking
on Valley Rovers and Clon-
akilty facing Carrigaline, aid
an F‘rid.-;}' August 18, it's o
meating of neighbours, as Bal-
Ty b and MHembom:
come Mee-toeface 1 & game
that is sure to bring oul the
pest in local mivalry.

On Monday August 21, Mil-
ford meet Dowglas and there
will be an intercsting clazsh
here which will zee three Cork
gonior players, the Mackey
twins, Katriona and Pamela
with Douglas and Alsling
Thompson with Milfo rel in
action against each other.

On Tuesday August 22,

= Mary Newman

Blandkrock take on Valley
Rovers, on Wednesday Auguast
%% Beatn Dillon’s squad will
meei Kilbrittain ¥ Timoe-
leagie, and it's Na Plarsnigh
against Wateegeashill

Om Awgust 24, s Clonalkil-
ty wersus Ballinhassig, who
are newly promaoted this year
folbowing tholr Funbor A sic-
cess in 205,

On Augist 2, Milfiord mest
Watergrashill. 3

On August 30, Kilbrittain/
Timaleagne mest Valley
Rovers and Chacleville meet
Birian Dillon’s group,

On August 31, the iwo siiles
wha re-graded this pear from
sendor meot with Ballincollig
in sction againstDoaplas.

0 the same night, Ballin-
lasskp meet Carrigaline.

On September 2, i New-
towmshandrum meeting Clon-
akilny.

JUNIOR A

i Friday Augiest 18, the 55
Systems Janfor A
Champlonship gets under-
way, when Stiabh Raa mest 51
Vincent's and on Saturday
August 19, Ballinascarthy
meet Ballinora and Aghada
playCobi.

The following day on Au-
gust 20, 1t°s Mallow versus
Castlelyons and Sarsflelds 2
agalnst Tracton.

O Saturday Awpast 26, Eal-
limora play Mallow andl Aghs-
da et Slinbh Rua.

On August 27, Ballinas-
carthy meet Blshopstown amd
St Vincent's play i1 and
Eqﬂl mest Sm'_i.'i‘ﬂE[ds.

ere are thres games on

embor 3, Mmm%arﬂhlds
take on 5t Vincent's, Slabh
Rua meet Cobh and Tracton
tnke on Aghada,

Linda

A GREAT reception for the Cork All-
Ireland camogie champions on Mon-
day evening last.

While a =mall crowd grected the leam as
they arrived ahead of schedule ot Kent
station they enjoyed a rousing reception
ot the Mall and af St Vincent's.

The crowd continued to build during
ihe ity ceremony and tay were particn-
larly enthusiastic, cheering thelr cham-
phonis time knd again. A rousing recepiion
in St Vincent's of course.

What a moment for them and captain
Amy 0'Connor.

I’z thanks {o Seandin's county cham-
plonship win in 2022 that 0Connor was
hanoured with the captaingy, Amy Lea

the year before.
They woald never have got the oppor-
tundty otherwise. Tell ma that divisional

gides don’t deserve fo be'in the senior
championehip, -
me that Ay O°Conner and 5t Vin-
cent's didn't dessrve last weekend. Thear-
%manl all points in the opposite direc-
tion.
OConner enjoyed her best season in
Cork's red and white. Cork’s display 1ast
Sunday was the best they've presented in

FiErs.

Yos, thoy faced weaker opposition bt
na side would have beaten them on ilee
dav, Gone was the avercarcying of pos-
ﬂ!nn, pone was the restricting style of

The aceans of b ot of Mackey
and O'Connor, the fast ball in, the ming
of the rans, all l=d to Waterford being
bliteed,

Tt was as good a defensive displny as
poan’' [l s, Lo inchmded.

Tise teneacity, the support play was Just
brilliant. A teammate (or two) always
avnilahbe off the shoubder. It 1ooked as 1t il
they iad a twe or three player adwntage

i

Captain Amy 0'Connor Hhﬂdahﬂhmm“m&mﬁm Murphry at the homecoming celebrations.

Fans saw the
team at best

tonchir 0 Conghaile with 0'Conner at the
homecoming celebration at 5t. Vincent's,

Enocknahsény. Pictere: David Creedon

at times, Fiiness supeeh, pxecution
1 , eamwork superh.

tdoesn’t get much betber,

sarah O'Donovan made a polnt on
Mowstalk's O The Ball on Tuesday
moening that the groaps shoubd kave been

She pointed the finger at the camogke
assockation for almost pushing a different
final to Cork/Kllkenny/ Galway and be-
canse of ik, it was a one-gldod affadr,

Someone mentiened that Cork and
waterford had similar scoring siats
ol A brebo U game and that ot el for
something.

It meant Hittle, Cork hnd met Galway
and Kilkenny along the way, Waterford
conties ke Dd¥aly and Antrim.

1 felt Cork wonld win by nine or ten
podnts; I Waterford showesd ug.

There was always a chance that thoy
wonld completely collapse and Cork
would run rlot. That kappened,

Watorford needod sverything (o go thelr
way. 1 conntod 2.5 missed opportunities in
ihe opening half.

A ponl chance an Pventy minutes when
Lorraine Bray couldn’t conmect.on a
Miamh Rocketl pnss.

Ficture: Davad Créedan

copcha MeCartan eonfiected on o simi-
L delivery at the othér end from Mackey,
From Bray's miss, Lavra Hayes gathered,
to Libby Coppinger. to lzzy U Regan, Lo
Hannah Looney, over the bar. Cork -6,
Waterlord 0-1 instead of Cork 0-5, 'Wator-
fiard 1-1.

That epitemised the juggernant in
Caork. The missed penaity.

Bedly Carton tried er heart out, as did
Bray. Acife Healy was magnificent on
Carian.

Thirty three minutes in, Abby Flynn
wis swarmed by Cork’s defence, the ball
clenred up the field, Carton gotl pos-
Sesakon,

She raced forward, dispossessed bril-
tiantly by Healy, picked up by Hayes
agaln, to i“innu Eeating, a blistering ruf
down the centre foreing Keeley Corbett
Barey to benve OFConnor.

Ecatings pass, O°'Connar's first goal. It
was Healy dispossessing Carton again
that led 1o Keating's and Cork's fifth goal
o Mty minlles.

After the hoartache of the last two All
Irelnnd finals, the disappointment of the
Lt two loague final defeats, all four-in
Croke Park, hesdquarters finally became
i beisdl Gf poses for (s group.

It's tuken o-while for it o click, i's
iaken o lod of knocks and soul searching,
what seenved more bad days than good.

But Cork now has a team capable of
many more honoars, They have many
new lendors, Eaiira Treacy was always
one, Katrina Mackoy aneiher. What abouwt
Meabh Calnlane, who goes about her de-
pendable business day in and day sl

The outstanding Libby Coppingor.
0'Connar, Healy, Pam, Saoirse
MeCarthy, Keating. You could narse thi=
pnitire squad as you can he sure that Sun-
day's display and vietory has propelled
them 10 o now level

Tha aimoant of ball that substitutes
Thompson, Crin Cronln and Orfaith Ca-
alane got on wis huge, Cliona Healy 1ot
o much on the doy bul what a quarter
final and semi-final she had to god Cork
over L Line

Syiwilny was ane-to savour, Congratd-
{ations 1o Matthew Teomey and | want o
singbe mit goalkesping coach Teddy O Do
novan, With thie squal 2inee 2004, his cone
aribanticn hias besen Invalankle.



Mental and physical challenges abound in replay

9 F

EB-Iritand |nlormedisle Camogee
ol Ry

The unforunate injury after just four minutes of play toWaterbord's Vikki Falcaner had a huge

team played after in.

Six days is a very quick nirma-
pound foran All-lreland final
replay and one suspecis the
challenges will ke mental as
mnch as physical.

Which team feels thoy had it
wan?

Which is glad of the second
oppartunkty?

Well, the truth s that
noither probably feels hard
done by,

Derry led Meath by seven
poinis at half-time and hadn't
Been In arrenrs from the time
Lanspen Mckenna equalised in
the Btk minebe.

Yot, they only scored one
second-half point and could

Lo

Waterford camogie charpesson Sheila O'Danohoe consoles Wiaterfords Orl
Hickey at the final wehistle. g

harely muster a shat in the
final quarter.

They were hanging on and
raligved to ses Aoife Mi-
nogues injury-time free drift
inches wide.

Although Meath had
stariod well, the always dan-
gerous Clara Foley giving
them a sixth minute poal, they
had fided hadly, having no
answer to the rampaging rins
of Derry captain Aoife Wi
Chalsbde and the accuracy of

Aoifie Shaw and Alne MeAl-
Hster.

Thers was a degree of for-
tunee to Mairdad Mollicholl's
goal but thens leaked onls ana

e

e e B B A Do L S £
effect on the way
[Moe! Brovne

winner at the break and
Month looked dome,

The failure bo caplitalise
On &0 many opportunities,
including from s penalty,
proved costly and theugh
they never led, maybe it is
that they will feel they shauld
have done so0 by the final
whisthe.

The missed penalty itself
might not have been signifl-
cani as the geal from Aoib-
hinn Lally,

Tt was a hoctie period that
o feals had Meath failed to
raise a green flag given their
dominance, they would have
bisim eaoked,

Instead, a six- Tl et
came three and momentum
wins all in the direction of the
Davin Stand.

If elther feam has plohed up
an injury or a restrictive
knock, that could be signifi-
cank.

It i= an interesting quirk
that the only times both these
counties won the Jack

MeGrath Cup, it was in a re-

play away from Croke Park,
It was Derry in 20132, and

five years lator it was Meaths

.

o there are good memories
s positive viles. But it's still
@ tough omne to call

Derry claimed th
pi: m e Glen
late

Dim All-Ireland [nter-

mhtnmmﬂﬁg Erown,
as i

I!lﬂfnili i upe team clis-

o dasd week's drama at

Croke Park, the Dak Leaf

County were deservin
. a5 8 fine spresd n?‘
mmﬂ as well 0% 8 domi-
rearguard helped them
hﬂj'.l-l: b thee senior ranks.
When you put together
good team performances
you get your just rewards,
Everybody was talking
about what Meath did last
sunday but didn't give us
;?_Dllﬂl credit — it hurt a lot
aur " explained
Dg_rr:.' boss PJ O'Mullan.
We got back in on Mon-
L
sath were
doing right, It was what we
were doing wrong. The
ﬁ_lnuars wire wonderful
m start to fnish. e
“Today, we docided ¥
:.;. Fmsnmug tha]t we
it Bot 1-1 b
£2t back to.a polnt and we re
plied with 1-2. Our big
players stood up, the deci-
230 Wwas — e
scored 1-17, and 1 think if vou
played like we did. vou de-
serve to win an All-freland.
We were together for
five and a half hours last
Monday. We felt when we
1||:|-:|hm!I &t evervthing, we
couldn't be as bad arain. We
decided that if Meath
;mt:tteﬂ to win an All-Ire-
and they had to beat the
real Derry

“If the real Derry turned
up,. we knew Meath would
have to be

“We hadn't beaten Month
In a couple of years, today
we dec nio matter what
happened we were going
push on."

MMME}A Sturw -7, 3
Ineds, 2 458); & Of'Connoe §1-00: A&
ol A e
O'Kang {0-1) 2

Scorons for Maath A Minogus (18,
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Collective effort earned Cork All-

BY GERMCcCARTHY

AWEEK an froin hearing thag

final whastle and the ending two

mﬂ.n‘ buart emest bave felt glo-
LB

Cork Camogie senior man-
ager Matthew Twomer and his
plarers are atill basking in the
glow of bringing the O Duffy
Cup back o leeside for the first
chimee io five yoears

Having suffersd defears wo
Gabway nnd Kilkenmy in the two
previous year's finals, the Rebels
Blew Waterford away to become
senior All-Ireland champions
oNCE RgEin.

A simple and obvious gues-
tion ta begin, has the enormity
of Cork’s achievement sunk in?

Mo, nowieek on, 1 don’t think
it has fully sunk inyet." the Cork
Camogie senior manager sasd.

“The celebrations finished up
for noe an the Tossday (after the
final), I realised my age on Tues-
day afternoon and that was it

“Things have been heec-
tic simce the AlRlreland finzl
Spending the base fow days ot
heme with my Fumilly has given
e thee ¢ hamee vo catch up on all
the text messages and that side
of things.

“The goodwill towards thie
team from all around Cork has
been unbelievable: v mever
come across the likes of it

*As for the achievement? e
only watched the game back
onece 5o things are still all a bit
surrenl at the moment.

Maturally, Cork's players
wotild have had the memorics
of thase twe previous All-Ire-
ksl defeats somewhere in the
back of their minds ahead of
ehiros-in,

S0, delivering correcthy-toned
instructions before the peam
eaded out eno the pitch was
going to be critical ahead of o
third consecutise final appear
ance

Turns out, Matthew Twomey
and his backroom team deckled
to get everyone together before
arriving in Dublin to get their
MESSADE ACTOSS,

‘Wt-g:'r:m ta the Roches-
rowm Park Hotel on the Friday
evening before heading to Croke
Park.” Matthew Twomey said.

| mmﬂ;nfl?‘hﬂmlﬁ-
ighed up training on Thursday
night that we sheuld spend n bit
of time together before Sunday
came around,

“We ot gy & mecting where
our performanee coach Mi-
chelle ©'Connor, mysell and a
fiew others spoke o the players.

| aclimalt | tapped inpothar (the
two AllIreland final defeats)

and referenced haw it was like

climbing & mountain. That's

what we kept referencing.

“All thie times we sipped back
down bt got back wp, There
was also a stideshow of our Ma-
thonal League and All-Irelamd
finabdefeats,

“We just snid, thers was now
AR GRPEEOrTEnILY 1o 2o oy or
thie other,

S0 the last message before

“sending the players out on the

field against Warerford was
strakglitforwand cnough. Please
Py o your potential and don't
have amy regrets coming.off the
fzeld. The narrative was, ifthat's
mat goeod enough thenit s going
1o taloe an exceptional team b
beatus,

Turms out that Cork werethe
excepdional teum on All-Ireland

final day. Building a 19w (3
interval lead, Warerford had

no andwer 1o an Amy O'Connar
three-goal blast immediately
altef thse restar.

‘All season, we  have pat
a g emphiasks on the
third quarter <40 I
GUF Ames,

agement hins our sy inside the
dressing room but the players
drive things omas well.

"One of the players kept s
img let's win the second half, bet's
win the second half during the
healf timee break. Cork are nine
poinis up but that's the message
the players were shouting.

Wi have our goals for cach
guarter but achieved way
miare than we set out toin the
All-freland fimal and the game

Al @i | Ay

The qualicy and depth of the
Cork senior panel is what de-
livered All-lrefand suecess in
2023

Yer, as much as the Cork
manager doesn’t lke singling
aut individeals, it is impossi-
ble nar to acknowledge Amy
O'Connor’s match-winning con-
tribucion:

The Cork captain and Play-
er of the Match couldnt have
stampesd her anthority o pro-
ceedings amy betier with a hat-
trick inside three minutes on
the biggest stape of them all.

Wihat were the
Cork manager's

Courcey Rover's Flona
Wmémk's

{Praitc: RIPHDY Bon By )

“The

towards our senlor team fromall

around Cork has been unbelievable. I've never come
across thellkes of it' - Matthew Twomey

choughts, sitting on the side-
lineat Croe Park, as O°Cannar
wrote her name into the history
beakes?

It is wery hard 1o put into
words what Amy’s imposance
is to the Cork senior panel,”
Twamey admiined,

‘Amyjoined the panel in 3014
‘anl there has been pressure on

"There's pressure on her
every time she steps out on
the pitch. Hersell nnd Katri-
o (Mackey) are always heavily
marked players,

Last year, Amy scored Soame-
thing like five points, all from
frees, in the final against Kilk-
enny. | heard of question marks
being said about ber bue [ never

listen to any of that.
“The work Amy doesin

*:-Ei;' training i immense and

sheis constantly trying o
better herself. y
'She was tnder pressune

nzain as captain this vear but mo

end up seoring 3-7 ivan All-Ire-
land final is incredible, abso-
lurely unbelievable,

*We have different types of
captains. The likes of Ashling
Thompson, Hannah Leoney
and Laura Treacy are all lead-

ers whi motivate and speak

well. Amy doesn’t say musch
bt when she does; erwords
really stick,

*She leads by expm-

ple in eversthing she

does, Dften during
the year, she would

hearve covmes voome and haed 5 queiet
word rather than shouting or
making drama about it inside
the dressing room.

"We took her off five minutes
into the second half during our
first gaume against Galway ear-
lier this year. Things weren't
going well for her. The following
Tibesday, Amy approached us,
ina easional manner, and
asked what am [ doing wrang?
Yhere can Dimproved [t ended
up betng a simple conversation
between herself, mysclf and
L Cromin.

'From thene, she put her head
derwn and, game after gume; im-
proved unbelievably, That's why
evervone was so happy for Amy
to put in the performance that
she did on Al Ineland final day.

L2 L)

At the time of writing, the
Cork Camogle senlor panel ang
enjoying their success ahead
of preparing for the upcoming
club county championships.

Matthew Twamey is alsa en-
joving a well-earmed break andd
emibarking on a family bolidm.

S amy 1alk of what happens
next with the Cork Camogie
senior setup must remakn on
the backburner, for the time
beeing ait benst,

‘N, nothing has come up
about my position or anything
else just yet, the All-Ircland win-
ning manager sated.

‘Izt a two-year termand that

| ] ] - ;
Ireland camogie senior final success
The Cork Camogie senior team’s 2023 success came off the baék:uf two heart-breaking final defeats
i .ri1|:'._n_7"-.:.:+'|r; o QT G MGG —— et

O T -

Matthew

Cork manager
Twomey. (Photoe INFHOS
Laszlo Gaczo)

Tva-yiar term isup naw, Look, |
hexven't talked to anyone absaurt it
ginee the All-Trekand final.

That's because the focus go-
ing into it was all abour trying
to regain the ODully Cup, The
(Cork) players are heading back
to their clubs and D'm off on hol-
idays S0/ that's my firsr pan of
call far now."

Finishing on a positive note
with the county’s All-Ireland
winning manager S appropriste
eonaidering the huge effar pu
inover the past vear,

Matthew Twomey is the first
o admit that it took a collective
effort along with plenty of gooxd-
willl for Cork 1o be suceessiul

"Well in terma of goodwill,
v of the greatest players 1o
ever play the game of Cameghe
(I don't want o mention amy
FRATEIES ) were o T mie a5t woek
and wishing us well” Twomey
conclucled,

"Cork sentor hurling manag:
er Pat Ryan contacted me and
plenty moneas well. |

*County boaards ane consiant-
Iy criticised but nur county
baard have been mb-:lh.-n:.lblt
1o s They Eave ks more inan
whint wie wanted in the beadhap
to the final”



Cooley Mountains in Louth.

Leag

Sistars Lucy, beft, and Molly Lynch of Cork after winn
seniof Ilﬂ?: after the M. Donnelly GAA All-Ireland Poc

the W16 and
da Finals at

Picauee; Haary Murphy/Sportsfile

ue finals at

U16 level were
a huge success

THE preinile board wiks busy
orar the last bavo waeks o they
cormpleted thalr [aaGue CoampHi
tigns wilh the LG finals.
Sepnan fnals wene played and
with attention now beming 1o
hig, all eluba will be
Ioaking forward to gotting Dack
ko the playing fesds.
In tha 16 Premser 1 final, Sars-
findd's and Eine Og ad ol a
chose contes] with Sams winning
with four paints (o spang, 2-12 10
111,
In tha L18 Premiar 2 final an-
othes cracked of & conbest saw
MNaowiownshandrum take the thia
iaith & 0-11 bo 08 win over Skabh
Hisa.

Thed LE1 6 A lithe weas won by Gast

tomartyr who overcame Clough-
Cine

Laochea O took the LITEER iile
with @ 3-7 88 1-5 win over Kil-
warth

Thix L6 vazs vwon by Bilarmey
whio geheabed Bantesr, and Eire
g 2 deloaied Badncollig 2 in
e U16 B2 fingl which i$ Tod
chubes with second teams

Minor championships

Thrae rounds ol the SE Systoms
Minor Championship have been
compleed and Bweg will baa
bredak kor o few weeks as ciubs
fous an the adull champson-
ships,

I thi= premier championship, in
graup A, Exe Dg and Clonakilty
are tha ronkrunngrs wilh ho
roUnGds 10 go

Thiay are joinl top with Thres s
from thres gamas, lollowed by
Aghabullogue, who lasl ona
gamz. Enniskoana have onewin
o thidr cradit. while Ballnora
mnd Blochrock have lost all thir
games io dabs.

In Group B, Sarsfiald’s ane joinl
top with Inmiscarra and Erin's
Chwin, burt they have a game in
and having hizd a bye in round
Rhhid,

Erim's Cham have thirgd games
plagad wih one to go, inntecarr
have fwio games o ploy.

CAMOGIE

m Mary Newman

Cla v have mmnﬂ-ln
pley haning o1 thesr twa,
bt they could still be = with a
chance mm\gﬂu Pt
againdg both a and
who have yet o reg-
ister & win.
Ir hlirsoe A group A, Glen Rovers
ara on top with bwio wins fnsm
bwo games, followed by Sars-
fiedd's 2, Balbygarsan and Fr
Q' Neirs,
Bally n defeated Fr
O'Meill's. while Sarsfield’s 2 and
FrO'tielll's recetved walkavara in
their games with Castlemartyr,
Earsﬁald':hﬂ_lwmgmm e~
maining egainst Ballyganan
with tha Glan Rowvars sl 10 rwet
Fr O'Medl's.
In group B, Mewcastown ang on
bap with tva wing fram teo fod-
jowed by Cobh and Laochra Og
ini joint seciond with Ballincallig
and Rockban behind them bud
&Ll n thie hunt,
Ini Grewp G, Kilbotain [ Timo-
fsague are leading ihe group
with threa wins from threa fiol-
leraindd by Bammyron, Na Plarsaigh
andd M aBoay

Molly makes it threa
out of three

Kalby Lyneh, who was the sl
goallesper cn e viclorious
Cark senéos team, headed to Ra-
vensdale, Lowth, the moming
gl thi final 10 i6ke pad indha
anreal MD Al-lreland Poc Fada
final,
Lynch laced siifi opposition 1o
rataim tha tithe gihe won in e pre-
wious two yoars, She showed
hupgpe datarmination o win in the
Cooley mountasn ranmgs.
Lynch came homa with 24
pucks, thres ahaad of second-
placed Susan Earmer, Galway,
Wbty i thia Ble in 2007 and
20N8, Cavan's Emma Mulanay
finished third.

iCork’s Aisling Egan, lrzy GH:M and goalkeeper Molly Lynch cel-

ehrate after the All-Ireland final,

Picture: Laszlo Gecro

| ENJOYED Cork camogie’s home-
comings on the South Mall.

W kind of built up a traditien over the
vears of having a couple of drinks with
former players in the Imperial Hotel after-
wrds, ﬂm with whomever happens to be
there.

I bumped into Mari¢ Kearney of Sars-
flebds on my way to the lndies and stopped
for a brief chat,

Who was the last person to score & hat-
H‘ﬂlﬂ: in an All-Ireland camogie final 1 ask

“1 ean’t recall,” answened Marie.

Fiona O Driscoell, said [, in 2002,

As soon as Amy O'Connor it her third
goatl in Croke Park a forinight ago my
nlmi.'mi immedintely went hack to that ocea-
sjon.

My Iast All-Ireland medal, Cork 4-9,
Tipperary who were seeking four in a
row, 18,

Twentyv-one years ape, Flona hit 3-2 in
the final, the same as Amy did from play
against Waterford.

#larie. not to b outdond came back at
i and sald: “well guess who this is beside
met”

1 was introduced o Kathy Buckley,
niece of Kitty Buckley, Cork captain in
1541 and a scorer of no féwer than six
goals in the fnal,

A record thar stands to ihis doy omd will
mevier be broken.

1 was Inirigued. So of course, T weni
home and polled out Mary Moran®s book
anl ke haek to 1841,

Incidentally, all camogle followers
should mo online to Mary Moran's mag-
nificent websiie — marvmorancamo-
gheocom — you won't be disappointed with
her serapbosk collection dating from 1966
o U present.

Anvway, 1141 — Cork defeated Dublin
T thee fimak, o Dashlin deam that beld the

CAMOGIE

record 15 All-Ireland medal holder Kath-
leen Mills in their squasd.

Mary's extract went Hioe tis.

“Following such a give vic-
tory in the All-freland semi-final an tn-
changed lineout was anticipated for the
final,

“The Dublin newspapers jumped the
gun and published the names of those who
dlid duty against Galway.

“However, the Cork selectors made

three changes. As in the
cozt of traveling and overnight stay cre-
ated a huge L i1 B

“The amount required to finance the
trip was considerably up due to the in-
creazed price of train and hotel charges.

“The camogle board appealed to the
GAA board who msde a loan available of
0% of tha total fipure required.

“The playvers contributed 30% and the
camogie board made up the balance of
Slts.

“Money was not the only problem that
Faced Cork's afficials and supporters, Pet-
rol was uncbtainable due to wartime re-
strrctons,

“Rail services wera lmited and unre-
linble. But the resourceful Cork contin-
gent made their way to Crokd Park as
their hurlers had seme weeks carier,

“The Cork hurlers evercame Dublin,
:;mll::im girts were determined fo make ita

onble,

“Cork retained their title. The Rebels
raced into an early lead, rested on it and

Emﬁmmmmi!hnﬂid gul against Tipperaryin the 2002 All-Ireland senior camaogie final at Croke Park. Picture Dan Linehan

Amy is following in
footsteps of Cork
goalscoring legends

then came again when danger threatened.
*Ahead by 4-5 to no score at the interval
Cork were not serlously troubled at any
stape and won by 7-5 to 1-2 ;
“E(furl{h plavers held the upper hand in
all sectors of the feld. But two payers
stood ouf above the rest.

“Kathleen Coughlan filled the roke of
E:;':i:lgr and Hitty Buckley the clinical

igher wlih six goals™

Similar to the team of two weeks ago,
Mauresn and Patt Hegarly were the first
twins to win All-Traland camogie medals;
Katrina and Fam Mackey followlng in
thedr footsteps, :

Back toclub mefion with the Cork senior
and il'tl:ﬂ‘mtﬁg.lﬂm championghips kicking
off during the week. ;

Wha will win this year’s title?

Spandin are chasing a three-in-a-row,
They've lost several players from last

r's panel, most notably Blackrock's
Katlyn Hickey and Michelle M T

But they conld be replaced by the Doug-
Ias contingent should they decidi to feld
for the divisional side. .

My feeling is that they should, particy-
lardy the Mackeys. -

y not grab the potential of winning
and caplal Cork in 20247

Seandin, 5t Finbarr’s, and Saraflelds
are again on this Ups of owr tomEes a6 po-
tent than}p'mrs.

Killeagh, Courcey Rovers, Glen Rovers,
and St Catherine’s are all looking to push
further towards glory. =~

Inniscarra will need Katie O'AMahony,
bt gl 15 still recovering from her cru-
cinte injury, she will more than likely
miss the group stages and hopefully be
ack if they progness,

Mavbe that's too mich of a sivetch; o
return to competitive action without bay-
ing tentatively returned to play. Olivia
McAllan likewise for Sars, o loss for sure

‘i;ut ﬁ_hwr should have the strength in
opt



Saints welcome

m John Bah

CORK senlor camogie capiain Amy
O Connor anid ver teame- mates wors af-
forded a huge welcome at the
&t Vincent's clubhonse following thelr
recent success in the Al-Iroland sen-
for final.

Cork cruksed to a comfortabie final
trfumph against Waterford and the
fenm crplain played an integral role in
thi SUCeESS.

The Player of the Match notehed 3-7.
incihnding a second-half hat-trick, as
Cork secured the titbe for the 25th thme

i the connty’s history.
Michelle Gould, who anio & dis-
tinguizhed club career with her be-

loved 5t Vincont's, recalls the very
first time shie encouniered Amy play-
I:m:dunmmu&l:: with the Saints.

“] playwed with Amy for Many Fears.
1 rememser the frst tnre she cama o
training several yoars age.

=Tt was up in the all-weather plich. 1
wonld have been more physical than
{nst like Amy.

o] said T wonld give her s chanceas it
was her first night. To tell the truth,
she had pone past me bafore | even saw
the siboinr.

=%he was unreal even back then. She
i5 o phenomenil talent and ambnasa-
dor for the club,” she zajd.

Michelle who pecantly retived from
playing with 5t Vineent's sald a huge
contingent of supporters from their
club were in Croke Park cheering on
Ay and her colleagibes.

=[ was at the gamoe: It was an anbe-
levable game and win. 1am deliphted
for her,

“The last time she was captain, it
was dhuring covid and shiedidn’t get the
bt Trom (he crowds or the atmos-
phere. It was brillant to hawe
attendance as wall at the gnme

“There was a large crowd of sup-
ﬁrlel'ﬂ- firom 5t Vincent's ot he game.

gro were o buses plus another 14
or &0 carioads on top af that.

=he 15 @ great role model for all the
plavers in the club and in the commu:
nity, She ks 50 humble, She is 50 tal-
ented and dedicated.”

=i are so prowd of her,” =aid Ms
Ganld who won a Munster i fermedi-
ate meedal with Cork in 2002

"She Ig 5o consistent. She will al-
wayys perform in the big games. Sheal-
'n:.'sﬁerﬂn'ms far the clwbas well, des-
pite always being a marked player.”
she continued.

wSie fs alpeady back training with
ihe junior team. My daughter plays
with Ber for the junbor team and she
pame home delighted that she gotto
frain with an All-Irelamd-winning cap-
a

im,

#She woukd be always up in e finld
iaking frees. You would even see her
1aking frees in the varkmes different
pliches around the city.

=ho s 4 periectionlst. She is always
secking to Improve her game. She
endod up with o final tally of 27 whikch

k= phenomaemnal.

“She had 10 possessions and ten
seores which ts an unreal siat and
highlights her class, She Taad the per-
foct ten on the biggestiday bn e cano-
gle calendar,

=“The Cork camogle enm were 50
oo o the day, They baal all the haest
teams to dessrvedly win the All-Ire-

Ay 0'Canmor is Hdahﬁhrhnmﬂalmt&md[nmhrmmﬂumuing
thir All-Ireland final win ever Waterferd.

umnﬂtumtt!t'lﬂamf:ﬁlldmﬂﬂ

Cork Amy
mhmh et Station, Cork.

land, Seeing Amv 1ift the O DTy Cup
wiis =0 omotkonal,

] gan only imagine her mag and
dad and all her family, Tt was biril-
liamt,” she added.

The celobratlons fn Knocknahetiy

following the arrival of the Cork senlor
camopls sgiad will Lve long in the
momory said the camogke enthuskast
who spearheaded the celebratory
event.
“The eolebrations in the St Vincent's
clubhouse on the Monday night wrill
Hve long in the memory. It was a bril-
liant night. Norman "Rourke our
piper lod the ptayers in.

“The underage players did a guiard
of honaur as the players cami up the
patkveay af Hollymaount Hoiis,

= had lovely musie and ballards
hafore the plavers came in the alub-
hotise apd then we had o DJ el Eoing
when the plavers arrived.”

“ Ty atTnosphers wis unreid on the

ey

holding the 0 Dutfy Cup as they celebrate
Picture: Dan Linehan

pipht,” sakd Bs Gould.
“The players wers mobhed with
people looking for plctures and auto-

sn'lrhi
“i is great for the poxt generation o
soe & bocal player like Amy captadn her
fpam fo All-Treland glocy. You always
pspire to play at the highest kel with
sour clith. 1

Tt just goes 1o show that com ing
from o junbor club you can still achieve
all of these things, 1t slouldn’t matler
fo any young plaver whed thay were
playing Junior & or al the T gradde at
112 yo cam still be spotied i woat weork
hlg&l. Your efforts will always be no-
e

=The garda escort with the players
stopped ontside AMY°s terTace on the
way up. All the nelghbours came allf.
The team bus came up through Har-
hour Yiew Rood anid people were ol
yeaving Mags.

Tl players left their halr daow,

celobrations for the victerious Cork senfor
Pictare: David Creedon

@® Seeing Amy lift
the O'Duffy Cup was
so emotional. | can
only imagine her
Mam and Dad... [t was
brilliante e

Tl platiers wore 0 nice and gonakne,
Thew were so patiant.
“Wa kept pur & to the mini-
mum and the players really enjoyed
the pipht,” she added.

Micheile is hopeful that Amy's suc-
o535 will knspive the next genorntien afl
plavers in 5t Vincent's o ermakate hir
feats and to keep playing.

" have the captain and the cup
come to 5t Vincent's was so0 good.
Hopefully, her success will inspire
more players 1o either take ugp playini
camoge or 1o keep playing.

Pl piberage players wers i e
geekng 50 many stagrs i e clublyouie.
11 §5 also n great boost for oir Ared.

s % 8 class act bath on ol of T
pikch.

sehe gocs about her huslness 8o
quibstly. She s mreal team player and s
groat with all the players, hath aduli
and juvenile in o 5t Fincent's elot”
sho adided.



