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‘Dark clouds lifted’ as

Cats end Croker hoodoo

Hilkenny Enew ever before
thesy st foot i Croke Park on
Saturday night if they
couldn't mateh Galway's ih-
tensity, they wouldn't survive.
They were taught a harsh les.
gom in last vear's senior cama-
gie firal and a fourth suceess-
ive defeat wounld be hard to
stomach.

A ferociously physical and
thrilling battle ensned, Level
four times before Orlaith
MeGrath got through for a
godl in the 25th minabe.

Advantage Galway at the
interval, 1-5 to 0-6.

Kilkenny re-emerged with
all the answers. They tore into
it and within five minutes
were beyel, They wonldn®t fall
behind again.

Dendse Gaule (1:6) arpowed
over a pair of frees and the
outstanding Katle Nelan, one
of four players taking part in
thelr first senior final (Aoife
Marris, Mary O'Conmell, and
Miehelle Teehan too), landed a
huge point from distance.

If ever someone epitomised
what was great about this Kil-
kenny come-back, it was
Malan who shared the inside
forward line with another heg.
aine, Aoifie Doyle. 0'Conneall
wint deep.

Nolan's work-rate abso-
Iutely immense — hooks,
blocks, and tirn overs.

Dovle, whose sister, Kel-
Ivann recovered from injury
to form a strong half-back line
alangside Meighan Farrell
and Claire Phelan, ended with
four points.

“You need that if you want
to win against the likes of Gal-

" said Phelan. "That has
o be there. The In Fan
themselvies into the ground in

Hunger

Therese O'Callaghan

Anne Dalton has given unba-
lievahle service to this Kilken-
ny camogie team. She has
bheen rewarded with numer-
o All-Stars and now another
All-Ireland senior msdal.
There have been bad days
mixed with the good; going
haEh: over a decad, il
saelf are the longest serving.
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WE DID IT: Kilkenny's Meighan

Farrell and Anna Farrell lead

Senior Camogie Championship final at Croke Park on Saturday.

the second half. It's brilliant
as a back to see those turn-
overs. [t drives yvou on even

mare.

=At half-time, the lads said
‘back yourselves”, You ve done
it before. The same ha“pened
in' Cork (semi-final had to
come from behind). 50 no-one
was going mad. [t was, just
stick with the plan.”

Exceptional Gaule, Aoife
Doyle and Grace Walsh points
put them in the ascendancy, 0-
13 to 1:8 om 50 minutes.

Prior to thiz, three decent
goal opportunities had gone
amiss. Yet, they remained
focused, despite Niamh Kil-
kenny and Carrie Dolan gain-

in ;
%ﬂpﬂuﬂt%%tr in the S&th

minute was the game-

chanper. Brought down in the

couple of years after us. I
think 3007 or 2008 was my lrst
vear senior. You always re-
member the losses more than
the wins. We have beon com-
peting for the bones of 10
years. If we had gone out at the
semi-fnal, T would have enly
ane All-Treland medal in my
hack : -

1t = o bit surreal tonight. I8
doesn't feel like a win, Maybe
fater on when we are all on the
Teaie b wrkl b

danger area after a resplen-
dent move Invelving Phelan
and Anna Farrell, thene was
no time to feel sorry for her-
self. Under the new rales, the
penalty is one-on-one, and she
fired to the bottom corner.

A superb placed ball fol-
lowed to push the advantage
to four at the end of normal
time. Dolan's sixth point
arrived In the second minute
of stoppage to ensure a tight
finish, but the Cats survived.

“Cometimes it is your time
and today was ours,” reflected
Brian Dowling, in kis maiden
year as manager. He was
trainer under Ann Downey.

“We were so focused on win-
ning this game. We knew Gal-
way were a brilllant team,
they have been great All-Ire-
land champions. I said it all

“Maybe it is because there
is no crowd here ... I'm not

BUre.

“Over the last couple of
years, we were there or there-
ahouts. Once we went ahead
today, we knew we hatl it in us
to dig deep and push it over
the line. What is the differ-
ence? Maybe the extra couple
of girls coming onto the panel.

“The in-house games in
training were abgolutely bril-
liant: they were rongeh, touigh,

celebrations

wiek this had to be our best

ance of the year or wea
wouldn't be winning. And I
think we did. At half-time, we
ﬁd;fﬂaﬂﬂ;ﬂtﬂhﬂﬁmmn

n it.

“Thi devastation these girlks
have gone throuwgh. Geing
hack into the dressing-room
last year after losing to Gal-
way was abselutely cruel,
going back to the Red Cow
th%l_al}, all thtgia“renls thers
AT eVeryone c E-

“There has been a dark
clowd hanging over this beam
for the last few years. It has
finally been lifted.”

While clearly disappointed,
Galway manager Cathal Mur-
ray acknowledged the better
teqam waor.

Wi are not really perform.
ing as well as we can all year.

a mixture of everything.

“The Cork game absolutely
stoocd 1o s too, It made us be-
lieve i you o bhehind, that vau
can come back IT you keep
yvour composure and keep
working hard.

“When I look back on to-
night; it felt like there wis
massive work-rate osprcially
i thie Forwerd 1ine.

W aren't known for that
in Kilkenny. Today we wers
winning rocks that we

after a thrilling victory over Galway in the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland

Pictuee: James Crombie

W are kind of grinding out re-
sulis without belng very good
in games. Kilkenny were very
good today, we knew they
would be. Thelr hooking and
blocking around the middle
was very good,

You are always walting for
the big performanee to cme.
We were hoping it would be
today biit it wasn't to be. They
have been great champlons
and eame hack to an All-lre-
land after winning last year.

proud of that.™

Hoonens for Kilkenmy: D Gaude [1-8, 10
ipan, 0-4 lees, 0-1 45), A Doyl {04), &
Dalion, M O'Connedl, K Nolan and G
‘Wialsh [0-1 aacs],

Soorers for Gahway: & Dolan (0-8, 05
{réag]. O MoGeath [1-09, § MoGanih {0
7). A Donohus, M Kienny and A O#g-
ity {01 aBc].

KILKENNY: & Norre, M Teahan, &

wonldn't have won four or five
Ars apo,
“"Wn E:ﬂm::w Galway were &
strong, physical team, Us six
forwards, our target was 0
work hard and to make it hard
for Galway and if the hall did
come out that we swould make

[ pe0eT

: The 5 Lachtain's star
similes when you enguire if
she was surprised to ses
Catriona Cormican who was

listed at number 11, seni (o

Obwiously Denise Gaule's panal-
ty. But Kilkenny's all-shoulders-
bo-the-whoe! montality was wital,

[ s =
__CAN'TIGNORE
Kilkenny pusting an and to thelr
losing siraak 8 GAA haad-
quearters, Tho bevo one-point de-
feats 1o Cork in 2017 and 2018
wide pariculady harmowing, Tol
I by i Six-points loss fo (el
waky kst year,

Y ¥
Mobody could hugruda;ﬂilhun-
ity Shair hour ol glony. Satundy
neght was thair 14t All-Iredand
litha.
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HKilkgnmy furnied tha tables on
Gabway who wene soeking back.
Io-back tithes and Sarah Dervan
looking to bacome the firsi cap-
tain to Bt succassive ophies
since 1968,

Sa marny ddfarent makch-ups. Al
fascinating, especially the battle
batween Davina Tobin and O
Insth KeGrath, Killkenny's placing
of Grace Walsh at midfield wih
Anna Faroell worked vany well,

Thira wans 0 many headling
miakers. Aoila Doyle recehed the
oificial POTM and you could
Rl Ao guaalms. For mae ihough.
Hatle Molaén was the star of the
Evening.

Chveisn EBSc had & very good
gamea. Hialadt it ow while tha trial
playing rules ook 1o bo 3 wel-
come addition.

Twe Hikanny greals — Nicky
Brandan and Ann Downey — in
tha mardia box trying bo stay calm
doing commaentany duty!

— Therese O'Caollaghan

Dermat, D Tobis © Pivislan, M Farll, K
Doyla; G Wakih, A Farnodl; O Cante, M
A Dakon; K Mol A Doybe, M

Subs: L Muipky for M O Conrall (54), N
K Ciorgter (60}

#; O MctGrath, C Dolan, 5
Siba: S Spetiman lof E Hetobort (310, R
Hennoly for & Dol [B2].
Retoren: Craan ETkct {Antree)

and hard work key to victory, says Dalton

mark her. Their paths crossed
in the 2019 final. Both players
are equally at home in attack
or defence.

“Wao. [ was oxpecting . She
did a brilliant job an me last
yar, nobusly can argie ik,
she: says with modesty,

Amﬁ:u pnotion of retiring
ildiher?

syite 1l have a think over
Christmas. We will enjoy the
turkey first before making
any decisions like that.



i | itkenny

=L

DaraghOConchiir
AT CRORE PARK

A 57th-MINUTE penalty goal by
Denise Gaule sealed a deserved
victory for Kilkenny to lay the
ghosts of previous Liberty Insur-
ance All-Ireland final defears
firmly in the past.

The Cats had lost the last three
deciders in succession since get-
ting their hands on the O'Duffy
(i.ﬁ: in 2016 and were in no mood to
fall short in this most-uniquée of
championship seasons.

Gaule fini with 1-6 but Brian
Dowling had heroines all over the
pitch. Grace Walsh has been
mmersed in Covid-19 as a nurse
and she served up an all-action dis-
plalglt[ﬂt :Eleliufmmm revelling
in having the oppartunity (o express
herzalf in that context.

It was a performance that will
live long in the memory, y

There were six changes to the
team that were defeated in last
vear's final by Galway but 50 many

of the newcomers tall on the
most im day of all.
Aoife Doyle was the game's lead-

ing scorer from play with four ts
and two of those might well have
been goals, while Katie Molan thun-
d into the fray in the second
half, as a supplier and scorer, and
Mary ('Connell was noticeable too
in-an industrious Kilkenny attack
that forced countless turnovers, a
number of wiich led to scores.

The first significant news of the
evening was the starting berth for
Filkenny's Kelly Ann Dovle, who
tore her cruciate ligament for a
second time on March 8 against
Cork in the National League, and
whose first bit of action then
was ber 12-minute cameo against
the same opposition in the semi-
final a fortnight ago.

Among the more interesting
match-ups, Davina Tobin was dele-
gated to attend 1o Orlaith McGrath,

urri

again after
years of pain

with Niamh Kilkenny and Aoife
Donchue faced off against Anna
Farrell and Walsh, respectively.

Elsewhere, Caitriona Cormican
was given the task of attempling to
repeat her marking heroics on
Anne Dalton 12 m ago.

As the settled, both teams
left two forwards inside, the result
of which was a clogged middle and
one spare player invariably in

defence. It started quickly, Siobhdn

MeGrath marking her late call-up
with a score in under 50 seconds,
but Aoife Doyle replied with a bril-
liant point over her left shoulder
running away from the posts:

As space become harder to come
by, the teams were reliant on the
free-takers and both Carrie Dolan
and Gaule answered the call as
they went into the {irst water break
on (-3 apiece. ; _

Galway brought Niamh Hanniffy

into a deep-lying role in order o
aperate with a two-player full-for-
ward line, and soon made the most
of the space created inside by that
decizion

There was a suspicion beforehand,
that the Galway atteck carried the

rior threat but it was Kilkenny

mﬁwed out the better opportu-
nities in that regard, while the Kil-
kenny defence was outstanding.

That said, Orlaith McGrath ook
a pass from her sister Siodhdin 1o
raise the game's first green flag
and that sent Cathal Murray's
charges in ot the break leading by
1-5 1o 0-6, thnugh.pcrha 5 it was
significant that Aod eDﬂ:,riTa pointed
in response, and it should have
been a goal after Walsh went on &
mazy run before putting her in a
one-on-ohe pasition.

it was more of the same after the
resumption but Kilkenny gradually
exerted dominance around the
breaking ball. Nolan and Walsh
were outstanding and when Gaube
hit her only score from play in the
40th minute, Kilkenny were in
front for the first time.

Dolan levelled quickly but
Galway didn't score for another 14

'j.'lg'-' C

WINNING
FEELING:
Kilkenny
celebrate
after their
finkal victory

minutes, Doyle znd Walsh puat two
between them bul Dowling must
have been feeling nervous when
Nizmh Kilkenny and Dolan, from a
free, restored parity.

Then came the delinitive moment,
as Phelan emerged from a ruck
with the sliotar and fed Anna Far-
rell, who had the vision to find
Czaule with a hand-pass. She um-
Bled under a challenge Mrom Shauna
Healy and Sarah Dervan and the
penalty was awarded.

The Windgap ace picked hersell
up off the deck to drill an unstop-

able low shot ﬁam Sarah Healy,
ollowing up with a pointed free for
the vital breathing space. Although
Dolan brought it back o the goal
from a placed ball, Galway could
nol créate the opportunity for a
spectacular ¢scape,

The celebrations afterwards were
understandably enthusiastic as
Kilkenny marked a seminal victory
after the strangest of years,

Staging the Camogie Champion-
ship was an achievement in itself
and 30 this year's compeiition i
given exira significance.

Given the disappointmengg
suffered by their men's teamjp
Kilkenny this year, 1T wis i vicikey
that will be treasured in the county
and huge credit goes (o managey
Dowling for marshalling his play.
ers into such a convincing force ip
his first year at the helm.,

And to the players, who were able
to put aside the heartbreak and
mental challenge of losing five of
the last six finals, they deserve o
bask in the glory of this achieve-
ment, while Galway can hold their
heads high after a commendable
campalign.

A fitting way to round off a
historic season, this was Kilkenny's
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while, Inse
LeAr-Tates share
their delightwith
Katie Powerwhao
missed the Hrial
thirowg infuny
AL HTIGERAL D

GALWAY

Conar Mckoon
ALL-BELAND SEMCR CRMOGIE FINAL

A STRANGE kind of glory. but glory
nonetheless. And for Kilkenny, that's
all that mattered.

One by one, they dimbed the steps of
the Hogan Stand o hoist the ODully
Cup into the icy December afr. the
cheers of their wam mates echoing
around an empty Croke Park as Walk:
ing In The Air. the soundirack to The
Snowman, blared surreally from the
siadiurm’s sound system.

Four lost All-iretand finals in succes-
sive years would surely have been too
heavy a cross ko bear, Ir's 1o Kilkenny's
eternal credit then that they produced
such a gutsy performance on Saturday
with even so much as the thought of it
loitering around their suboonscious.

As their manager, Brian Dowling
was swilt 10 acknowledge afterwarnds
“the devastation that these girls have
mmmghme]mmm...l
remember going back into that dress-
hngmmaﬁcrlhehﬁmdilwmu-
hately croel, going back to the Red Cow
Hotel, all the parents there. everyone
crying where dowe go from bere™

Even ing for another final

jven the possibility for another final

st have [illed Kilkenny with
an unacknowledged sense of dread.

“J was stressed T camn tedl youl”

i admitted. *Yeah, book. it just
fadt lke there's been a dark cloud hang-
ing over this team for the last few years.

“At the siart of the year, some girls
't know if they were going 10 come
back, how could they face it againT”
Duw‘ﬁngmrahd.'h:aiurafewlnng
conversations with girls they came
hack. @ few other girls stepped awary.
I'm 5o prowd of those girls after all the
heartache they've gone through™

For Galway. the pain will be in know-
hgmq-muuamil}'htmnhemﬂnt
necessarily that they should have won,
but wictory was clearly within their

capabilities. - ;
For a county with just three senior

Alllreland titles in their entire camo-

gi:hhtﬂﬂ.tﬂtbm-tmkmmwﬂ
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‘walking
in the air

have verified this as a mini-golden en.

Managrer Cathal Murray was gracious
in defeat. He nitexd that Galwary, despite
winning their way through to r
final, hadnt scabed the performance
heights of last year.

“We're kind of grinding out results
pather than performing well in games.
e noted. “You don't know what the rea-
son for that is. You're always wailing for
the big to comie, We were
hoping it would be today. it wasnt o be”
points at the

grind
AllIreland title. Orlaith McGrath's first-
half goal, when she accelerued around
Anife Morris, showed the sort of killer
instinct that Kilkenny seemed tolack.
Relative newcomer Aoife Doyle hit
-4 for bt two of those scones
could quite casily have been goals. And

PFLAYER OF THE MATCH
Denkse Gaule

Aoife Doyle and Grace
Walsh had strong
chaims but Gaube turned
the game when she
dropped into the middle,
seoned 146 and won the
mateh with her penalty.

TALKING POINT
Kitkenny deciding that thres lost
finals was enough. Their secand-half
performance was more dominant
than the scoreboard hinted.

REFWATCH
Owen EBott seldorm blew his whistle

and it made for a gritty contest.
Penalty call was marginal but comect.

MATCH STATISTIC
Wides - Killkensmy: 4 (3 in furst half);

in 2 game where scores were far fewer
and further between than last year's
decider, that sort of profligacy coubd
just o easiby Iave been fatal
“The sccond hall was absolutely
unbelievable” noted Claire Phelan. one
of Kilkenny's most industrious players
on the night. “The forwards ran them
selves into the ground in the second
half. 0s brilliant as a back to see those
turnovers. [t drives you on even more.
 looked o have established
momentumn just before the second-hall
water break, having scored four of the
previous five points and leading by 0-13
Iul-ﬂ.Eul{hhm‘grﬂmd.Ni:mhﬁll-
!unrandntmﬁcﬂuhiﬁcth;mw
them level and from the very next puck
ot ey thie decisive moment,
Denise Gaule was fouled with three
Galway players around her and hav-
iaiarh-_ud advaniage, referce Chven
jotr brought back play for 2 penalty
in the S6th minute, Gaule stepped up
and with all the pressure of not just an
All-Irekand on the line but the mema-
ries of three lost finals lingering, buried
ier shot wide of Sarah Healy's resich
“If you told me al the start of the
vear that we were going 1o be All-ire-
land champions” iy insisted
afterwards, “T wouldnt have cared if it
was on the 25th of December al seven
o'clock in the moming 1o be honest

with youl.

“Once were Alklreland champions
thar's all that masters and book, a few
things are not going 1o be te way 1]
normally 15, the homecoming and stufl
like that but ook the girls are so happy.
I eyt think they cane when it is or what

s

“We're Alllretand champions and
they have their meddal. That seartbreak
from the last few years Is finally gone,
that stress and that pressure is Gnally
gnave away now and is ahsolutely bril-
liant”
SCORERS - Milleamy: [ Gisde 14 (10 pea &1, 1 WEL A
Byl 04 & B, M Conall, K Matan, § Wbk
i, Gabway; £ Diskan 05 (50 © Mcreh 1S bolrath
o & Dasstioe, H iy, A Oy 0-h ek,
KILKEBNY = A Norie D Tbin, £ Dormes, M Toghas!
€ P, M Farell, K - (3 Misteh, A Tarrel; & Dafbon,
o Wk, B Gt A Cxcrpde, K Hskan, Sabz
L Mrphiy et O Ciommell [543 M Doy bt Dowle D5
GRLWIRT ~Sarsh Healy, T Ky, | Dervn, H Cotenc
Emitwﬂ;ﬁ H.?"AMIE
nt.unT Commicas, I (Teily, 8 Hanolfy, O McTrmiy
C Dl MsGrath Sabi & Spaliman e it (5T,
B Heriiy [ed Drmbast 4501
EF = e umsin).

ADIFE NORRIS
Puck-outs weren't perfect but
couldn't da anything about the goal
and her nerves setibed with such
marvellous support In front of her.
MICHELLE TEEHAN 7
Looked Fke sho might be owermun in
the first quarter but played herself
inta the game and part of a defence
that warked brilliznily as a collective.

BAVIMNATODIN 8
Holding Orlaith McGrath 1o opa
score, albeit a goal, showesd wiy
Tolbin [s Killienny's top marker.
COLETTE DORMER 8

Started at full-back where she sniffed

MEGHAN FARRELL 8
Did a brifliant job on Allish O'Railly
but herimmense wark-rate and the
quidity of her passing to st up Scores
for others was also wital
KELLYAMNN DOYLE T
A surprise call-up who defied all logic
to put in such a hard-working ghift at
Iher cruciate back in harch,
GRACE WALSH 9
Anather Ployer of thi Match
contender, Her marking job on Ackie
Donohue was pivotal and she alsa
chipped in an inspirational point.
ANMA FRRAELL

As usial she put her head in where
athers would fear to put thedr hurls,
st Dicickiea: chiasing and
clearing to help Kilkenny doménate

MIRIAM WALSH &
A refatively quiet day for the woman
whasa semi-final goal was 5o vital

but keeping Sarah Dervan distracted
i their big remateh was her specific
role.

AMNE DALTON 7
Cinly scored a point thanks to an
immense batthe with Catricna
Cormican which was probably a draw
but the guile of ber runs and nucking
were vital in the final guarer.

ADIFE DOYLE @
Killeeniny needed someone cutside of
their stars to shine and Doyle stepped
up. Hit 0-4 but two of them should
lhave beon goals.

MARY O'CONMELL &
Got a lovely point on the run after 25
minutes but nat quite as involved as
she would have wanted on her final
debut.

DEMISE GALLE 9
Player of the Match. Apart from bwo
mrilesed freas, she wias
dropping deep into midfiekd 1

lead Killognny's brilliant second-hakf
charge, winning and scoring the
penalty and the vital follow-up free.
KATIEMHOLAN 8
Showed absolutely no nerves in her
firal debut, constantly blocking and
harrying and bevilling the gafme for
the first time in the third quarter,
sUnS

Laura Murphy: Got stuck in when
intraduced to replace Mary O'Connell
with 10 minutes left. &

tis swebep up, great kang puck-outs
and nothing she could do about the

SHAUNAHEZALY 7
Strong in the first hall when she

kept Denise Gaule guist enough but
seemid 10 gét canght between two
stoods laver.

SARAH DERVAN 7

albrwed to dominate the gams i her
wsual manmer becase Kilkenmy didn't
rain ball down on top of her.
HEATHER COOMEY 7T
Effective in 2 sweeper role at times
but was one of several defenders wha
struggled to contain the exuberance
of Aoife Doyle.

EMMAHELEBERT 7
Seemed o be everpwiene in tho first
half, driving Galway on with brifliant
blocking and harying but faded and
the first to be called ashore.
SIOEHAN GARDINER &
Made sorme brilliant blocks and
serapped hard in the mulitiphe rucks
that developed between thie 455 but
alsa faded In the second hall.

AOHFE DONOHUE r
Ligually the creative platfonm for
Galway's running garme but found
herself repeatedly bostled up and one
suparb point after half-time was small
retun by her standards,

POLARH KILKEMMNY &
Got a brilliant point to stop the Cats
pulling away after the first water
Break but the croveding in midficld
meant she rarely got up to her usual

CARRIE OLAN 7
Galway's top scorer with 0-6 (5f)

and metronamic from frees but not
enough from play and often physically
dominated in the final quarber,
CATRIOMA CORMICAN B
Hiad 1l on her back but played centre-
back with a marking job on Anne
Drabion and their tussle wis simply

SIOEHAN McGRATH 8
A last-rénute inclasion to replace
Rebecea Hennelly and didn't
disappeint. Created the goal for er
sigter, added two paints herseff and

s good that Davina Tobin had 1o
switch to mark hisr,

AILISH O'REILLY &
A great angled point was her only
score but she didn't get close encugh
to goals be do usual serkous damage.
HIAMH HARNIFFY i
Played mostly out on the 45 but
Finished scortess and never aliowod
1o win enough primary ball to get
seores or croata Ehie for athers
ORLAITH MeGRATH T
Cornibined brilliantly with her sister to

ke her first-half goal but while she

worked her heart out aftenvards, she
couldr't shake off Davina Tobin,
NS

Sarzh Speilman: Replaced Emma
Helebert with 3 quarter to go but
l'h'lkﬂl!-'ljl'mh.ﬂl'ﬁ'ﬂ:ﬂlt ey, 6
febarea Hennekhy: ot on king



DEC,

Will to win delivers Cats to promised lana

DERMOT

CROWE

FTER half-time Kilkenny's
grealer appetite became even
miore pronouneed and all the
vechnical virtwosity in the
workd is no use without it. To
lose an unprecedented fourth consec-
utive All-Ireland final was inconceivas
bile if vou judged it by the bullish way
they plaved, a tense and tight opening
half opening up after the interval into

a gripping contest

In the final moments as Galway
went searching for a goal to forca o
replay the ball was sent in towards
Carriec Dolan with generous space
arcund her. But Claire Phelan, heroie
all through, was keeping guard and
had one last act to perform before she
could claim the medal she so richly
deserved. She won a free and soon
the final whistle sounded. Trying to ’ -,';
get throagh the Kilkenny backline at i oty
times was like trying to slash through ) --;-4-,'- . e *

briars with vour bare hands.

Galway hit Kilkenny with three
first half goals in last year's final
and there was no comeback from it
This time they only conceded one, a

dI-l\-i
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well-worked first half finish involving

the MeGrath sisters from Sarsflelds,
Siobhan setting up Orlaith who went
poatrid Aodfe Norris and finished to the

net at the Hill 16 end,

The goal was a sévere insult to
Eilkenny's defensive effort up to then.
Aside from Phelan, Michelie Teehan
had made a series of alert interven-

losing track record in finals. Bot Kilk-
enny didn’t blink. On the hall hous
mark they stitched t-J_:l-tEu' rone of the
gime's best maviek L flyann Dovle,
wha has made it Back from a et .||.
injury. began & sequenoe of passes thal
brought In Grace Walsh, .:::|| thien II|1'
lively Katie Nolan whnge pass scemed

thons, amd Grace Walsh was often seen  destined to aged w0 Ablfe Dovle seor-

helping out and relieving pressure. ing a goal. Imgter | the Plllvwn player

They harried and hassled Gabamy and ~ shot high ovey 't ¢ cpet ™ ar, Salway

closed 'op the spaces around goal. went inoat hall ™ a= 0 5 L0 aheacd
In a tight match = then tied at and &l hadn't % avar  hefrbest

0-5 each = the goal seemed o hefty The first hallddnt e {ameh

psycholagical blow for a team with a

hiacling. it wis mare'of 1 bt @ fought

Kilkenny have Gaule

to end years of misery

1-14
1-11

Kilkenny

Galway

HREE is the limit of Kilkenny's
suffering, the ¢nd of their misaryv.
After losing each of the last three
finals, Kilkenny are All-Ireland
senior camogie champions
: once more, ending a run of sorrow that
: stretches back to thelr last title in 2016.
¢ Kilkenny’s win came wrapped in a
: dramatic finale. In the 56th minute,
- after Galway had hit two points to level
¢ @ tense, gripping final, Denise Gaule

i Inagame with such a premium on
© EC0Pes, A point may easily have sufficed.
: As Ganle rose the ball several feet out-

: fide the ‘21 vard line at the Hill 16 end,
¢ only a body language expert might have
: reid her intentions. But her strike was

wily net,

:  Clearly, a fourth All-Ireland final loss
 In four years would have been too much
- torture for one group of players to bare.
i ‘They came into Croke Park off the
: back of a victory over Cork that suggest-
: ﬁﬂm;:;“lfmevmnish . They also came

Last year Kilkenny hit 0-17, the highest
a bosing All-Ireland finalist since
But they ilso conceded 3-14,
'[“‘]i:mﬁ"s total of -any team
i match was played on
ferms.
; Played with just two players
:;uﬂm Galway had three for the
i mast part — while fust about everyone
else conbd be described as occupying the

?EEQ

middle third.

This was a far grittier affair and those
terms of engagement seemed initially to
suit Galway, They kept Anne Dalton in the
shadows and in the 27th minute, scored
agoal that put light between themselves
and Kilkenny. Siobhin McGrath's lopping
handpass found her sister, Orlaith, who
turned on the afterburners, rounded
Aoife Norris and tapped in a goal.

All of Kilkenny's best hurling came
from running the ball through the ap-
ertures they occasionally found in the

throng.

G:iﬂyksl.nﬂﬂnﬂmﬁmr— WeAring
six but playing a multitude of pesitions —
got through a feast of work, as did Grace
Walsh at the other end. Aoife Doyle, in
her first championship as a starter for
Kilkenny, had & final to remembser.

Having scored just 1-1 in her entire
career (o date, she sniped -4, all from
play, and might have had a couple of
;mkmluﬂ:cﬂmhnl.f Wilsh went
steaming through but Doyle skyed her
shot with the goal gaping. In the second,
shi: was put in by Mary O'Connefl, bat
from a similar distance and fdentical
angle, did the same.

Buk it was enough to keep Kilkenny in
mm%mm:mﬁ.“h;mmm
50 MAny chances, n evenlil-
ally broke when Gaule went through and
was fouled before firing home.

Seorers — Ko O Gaole 16 (10 pon, &1 1'851 A Dayle
(il A Dt M CrConned], K Molan, G Wahth 0 pach Gl
nmnmnmmﬂmsmu-uhﬂuﬂ
A ek
mm.nmnmcmum:m
WA Fiarmedl, K Dioyler G Waksh, A Farrelt, A Dafton, M Walh
[ sl A (¥ Gl A i, ¢ Mo, Subit: | larplvy lor
(TCormed (54), N ety for Doyle (301
Gaahwerry: s ey, T Kyt 5 Dervis, B Coimirt E Heleberl,
5 Gandiner Shoura Haaly, & Descbor, W Kileney € Connican,
& (Presly, ) Hannfily: 0 oGl © Dobn, § Melirath Sabe: 5
Spelimun for Helebert (511, R Henolly lor Donchios (521
FPederve Ovn Eliot (Afrim]

7]
"' "y i

----t-"-.ldri- " .‘h‘!\f"blh' *

Kilkenmy's Grace Walksh gallwrs possestion on her way to scoring a second-halfl poind during the
Liberty Inssrance All-Trefand Senbor Camagle Champinship final. Pholo: Faras O Midheach

at close quarters. Cwen Elliot, also in
clirge when Eilkenny lost to Cork in
2T, seemed intent on letting as much
of the play run as possible, That was
in the spirit of the mew rules being Lri-
illedd that included a great alloveance
lor phivzical contact,

Ctimately, Kilkenny would
peabably have won whatever way the
pame wis played. Immediately after
the [nterval they upped the tempo
ndd wont at Galway. In five minutes
they hwd drawn level Aclfe Donohue
hit & sweet score for the champlons
hiit they were hurling only in spurts

and by now Davina Tobin, & tena-
cious marker, had been ordered on to
Siobhan MceGrath — from there the
forward's influence wancd, :
In the 40th minute Eilkenny edged
in front and the score had an inspira- &
tional quality, Phelan defending ex-
pertly and setting up an attack in one
stroke. The ball went down the field
to the hand of Denise Gaule and she
sent over a huge score. By the second -
waler break Kilkenny were still ahead,
having outscored Galway in the period :
after hall-time by 0-6 to 0-3, 3
Just before the water pause Mary
CrConmnell, playing in her frst All-Ire-
tamd, hadl & goal chance but she
dropped the ball. What followed was
instructive. Instead of wallowing she
set chase and hooked her opponent,
helping 1o turn over the ball which
Teel toy a fourth point from play for
the busy Doyle, When they resumed
Grace Walsh's paint put them two
points clear for the st time with ten
minutes left, but Galway, without ever
reaching high gear, hie back to bevel
in the nesxt five minutes, a point from
Niamh Kilkenny punishing a handling
error, and then Dolan levelling from a
free after Tobin had committed a pare
indiscretion in pushing MeGrath.
The decisive moment came with
two minutes left when Gaule, hard
working and willing throughout,
wion i penally after being set away by
Meighan Farrell's pass. Galway might
e it a harsh award, but Gaule, now
faced with just one on the line after
recent rule changze, put the ball away
confidently bow to Sarah's Healy's right.
In injury time Lavra Murphy, who
had just come on, won a free showing
terrific guts and Gaule nadled it
There was time for a final Galway
seore, a Dolan free, but soon the Rose
of Mooneoln was being cranked up
and Kilkenny's brave and spirited
players were dancing with jow

Loy

COOL FOR CATS: KILKENNY CLAIM CAMOGIE CROWN
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Seanddin Camogie U14 skills winner, Odhrna Hurley, Glen Rovers,

centre, with runner-up, Hazel 0°Connell, Blackrock, and third-placed
Heather 0°Connor, St Finbarr's.

Seandun division has
kept up a ‘team spirit’
throughout pandemic

CAMOGIE In the city has al-
wilys been strong.

Four city sides have baon
crowned Cork senior cham-
pions over the years and
there's massive work being
done at underage. 10 clubs
participate in the Seandin
competitions, with three of
those in the senior county
championship. -

Another three field at inter-
mediate, with the remainder,
bar one, all at junkor level

Camogie in the city was
(hugely affected by Covid-19,
but the Seandiin division
jploughed on, under chairper-
son. Donnacha Broderick
(Blshopstown), vice-chair, Ca-
therine Allen (Ma Piarsaigh),
jsecretary/ treasurer, Louise
Weldon (Blackrock), develop-
ment officer, Gwen Fitzpa-
iriek-Goulding (5t Vincant's),
PRO Mary Newman (Glen
Rovers), and child welfare of-
ficer. Catherine Sloane-
Slavghter (MNa !

Seandiin organised the 12
league, Tun this season by all
the divisions on a regional
basis, under the auspices of
the Cork County Board.The
113 and U15 Seanddn cham-
plonships are always fiercely
contested and, once the go-
ahead was given to begin, we
gaw some superh games in all

three grades.

Seandiin also got in U13-Ul4
and U15 development training
and stand-alone matches, pre-
%

OWTL
A hupgely successful event
was an 114 skills competition.
As the underage competi-
tions moved along at pace,
eluhs were also involved in
14, U716, and minor county
poard champlonship competi-
tions and it is a tribute to the
hard work of all the clubs that
the Seandin competitions
were down to their final stages
by October 31, when the coun-
ty again went into lockdown.
At U15A level, Blackrock
are through to the semi-final
and awaiting the winners of
Na Piarsalgh-5t Finbarr's.
Bishopstown will meet Glen
Bovors in the other semi-final.
In U15 B, Douglas are
throngh to the semi-final and
jthey will play the llm_z-rnufuiu
Ma Plarsaigh-St Finbarr's
Frme.

e The loser of the other 4

semi-final, Glen Rovers or

Bishopstown, will play Black-

;‘rmh or Ma Plarsaigh-St Fin-
hares.

f InIsc, I‘hﬂ‘l!bé! one mug:é_l
of the league to be played,
twesn Memo and 5t Vincent's,
i determine who the finalists

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

will be. The U13 A final is
ready to go, with Douglas
mseting 5t Finbarr's. The UL3
B semi-finals are also ready to
be played, where Na Plarsaigh

will meet Bishopstown and

zlen Rovers will play Black-

Tk,

The U13C is stll to be com-
nlcl.cﬂm. a5 there are a fiw ot
5 M Eames.

In U12 A =emi-final, 5t Fin-

barr's will play Glen Rovers
and Douglas will mest Bishop-
stown.

In the B semi-finals, Memo
Ran play Brian Dillon"s
and ﬁa Piarsaigh wiliﬂ;f
Blackrock. In the 12 C .
Paszzape West meet 51 Vin-
cent's. The division are deter-
mined that the players will not
Imse out and they have given a
commitment to the clubs that
wie will findsh these competl-
tions as soon as resirictions
:Ell-}w matches to recommence
The School of Excellence
started early in the vear with
selected to the els
and whilst & number of stan-
dalone matches were held be-
fore the pandemic, the group
were unable to Irain or com-
pete feom March onwards,

Seandin held a very suc.
cesaful 14 skills competition,
where 30 players competed for
the title.

After a superb exhibition of
skills, byo players ended upon
the same points: (dhrna Hur-
ley, from Glen Rovers, and
Hazel 0" Connell, from Black-
rock. After a tie-breaker, the
girls wore still level.

It was only after a second
tie-breaker that Odhrna
emerged in first place, with
Hazel O'Connell in second,
and Heather O'Connor, from
St Finbarr’s, in third.

LSeandin fielded a senior
tegm in championship, with
players from intermediate and
junjor city clubs, Blshnf-
gtown, Blackrock, Brian Dil.
lon"s, Ma Flarsaigh, Memo
Rangers, and 5t Vincent's, and
they opened their campaign
with a win over Imokilly to ad-
vance to & meeting against
Glen Rovers. After a thrilling
contest that went (o exira
time, the Glen advanced.

With competitions to be
completed, there ks something
for clubs to look forward to
when @8 can resume antd
thiz will help with pre-season
preparations for the city
cluhs.

Grace Walsh of Kilkenny in
action against Aoife Dong-
hue and Siobhan Gardiner
of Galway

CAMOGIE

I THOROUGHLY enjoyed the All-Ireland
camaghe final last Saturday evening.

1enjoved it more than the hurling final,
which was a foregone conclusion from
early on, even if Waterford did hang in
there for a long period. The difference be-
tween hurling and camogle now is that
you see far more outfield action in a camo-
gie game.

1k & a hit ].'.H:II.'II‘IH seEng one or two
tou and the ball put over the bar or
wide From anything up to B0 metres.
Goals, for some hurling teams, don’t even
come into thelr thought process now; it'sa
case of racking up the polnts at ease,

Because women don’t have that
girength we see far more outfield play and
I thought both Galway and Kilkenny con-
tributed toa really final. While many
praised referee Eoin Elliot for his hand-
ling of the final, it irritated me a Litthe, if
['m honest. He refereed the final com-
pletaly different from how he reforeed the

Where was hiz ohaession with penatis-
ing players on both sides for overcarrying
on the fourth step?

I tipped Kilkenny last Saturday beciuse
I felt their defonce had come on hugely in
12 months and that was where their prob-
lem lay in previous vears, Tommy Walsh
was one of my favourife hurlers, but I'm
also a big fan of sister Grace,

She was brilllant again. Her toughness
fs admirable; she's o classic defender.

Many spoke of Kilkenny's work rafte,
but [ think it was there from both sides.
You could see Kilkenny slightly gotting
the upper hand in the latter stages as Gal-
way Hred. Somesne from Kilkenny men-
tioned afterwards that you could see
Tommy Shefflin's stamp all over the
strength and conditbening of the feam,

mogie final
s better tha
hurling decide

. i
Galway's Emma Helebert and Aoife Doyle of
Kilkenny. Picture: IRPHO/Ryan Eyme

Last year [ was reoting for Galway, This
vesar B was Kilkenny which is something I
never thought I'd see myself do, such was
our rivalry over the years.

But after losing the last three finals amd
beating Cork in the semi-final, why
wouldn't vou want to see them gel over
the line?

They were undotubtedly the better team
on the night. They struggled at the start,
particularly with their puck outs which
were long and high and which their half-
Toremard lime wern struggling to win.

Anific Doyle should have had two goals
but inexperience from the player. who
started in her first final, was evident in
those situations, But she got four points
and finished up with the Player of the
hateh accolade,

Mary (' Connell, another new regular
gtarter for Kilkenny, also had a chance on
46 minutes, but in her mind she had the
ball in the back of the net before she had
fully grasped the sliotar and the oppar-
tunity was lost, Apart from Galway s poutl,
just before half-time, they didn’t really
{hreaten the net and that was a credit to

Kilkenny's defence.

I've already mentioned Walsh, and
Clatre Phelan was once again brilliant at
full-back, having taken over the robe from
Catherine Foley.

I thought Miriam Walsh gave Sarah
Dervan a right hatile ai the other end of
the pitch too.

As Kilkenny started to get a grip on the
game midway throngh the second half,
they could easily have rued a few short
balls into goalkesper Sarah Haaly's
hands, affording her the opportunity to
pump the ball back up the field. I men-
tioned kast week that typically conversion
rates in cam from penalties are poor
and that if either side got an opporiunity
this vear they necded to take it y

The penalty was well-struck by Denise
Gaule even thongh Healy should have
reacted better and it was the deciding fac.
tor in the end.

Big news during the week when the
OPA and WEPA valed averwhalmingly (o
merge into a 4,000 strong players’ body,
100% of GPA miembers voted in favour and
95% of the WGPA members voted yes, An
AGM will take place in the second quarter
of 2021 1o elect & new nathonal executive
which will proportionally represent the
association's female and male manilsrs.

‘This will further push the three sport.
ing organisations of the GAA, Camogic
Association, and the LGFA to come to-
gether under the one umbretla. 1 think
that while there will be those against b,
it’s only & matter of time hefore i
happens.

Euit that thme can't drag on. This must
happen within three years, By 2023 we
shoutlid sed this in play.

Reflecting on 2020, it's been a toagh
year, but an the camogie fronl I think we
had an exeellent elub championship and
the elubsinter-connty format must be the
way poing forvard,

e senior Inter-county championship
was also completed even though it was
wrong 1o not continue with the minor and
16 championships.

Aswe cloae, [ wish you all a very bippy
Christmas and a safo and healthy 2021,



Hndli:h(;mngl! U4 skills winner, Odhrna Hurley, Glen Rovers,
Entre, runner-up, Hazel 0'Connell, Blackrock, and third-placed
leather O"Connor, St Finbarr's, ‘ P

Seandun division has
kept up a ‘team spirit’
throughout pandemic

SAMOGIE in the city has al-
vay's been strong.

Four eity sides have been
rowned Cork senfor cham-
¥ions over the yvears and
here's massive work being
lone at underage. 10 clubs
rarticipate in the Seandnan
ompetitions, with three of
hose in the senior connty
hamplionship. :

Another three fleld at inter-
nediate, with the remainder,
aar ome, all at jundor level.

Camogle in the city was
wgely affected by Covid-19,
t the Seandin division
Moughed on, under chairper-
von, Donnacha Broderick
Bishopstown), vice-chair, Ca-
herine Allen (Na Plarsaigh),
spcretary/treasurer, Louise
Weldon (Blackrock), develop-
nent officer, Gwen Fitz?a-
rick-Goulding {5t Vincent's),
fHO Mary Newman (Glen
Rovers), and child welfare of-
fleer, Catherine Sloane-
Slanghter (Ma Piarsaigh)

Seandiin organdsed the N2
league, rin this season by all
he divisions on a reglonal
rasis, under the auspices of
the Cork County Board The
113 and U15 Seanddn cham-
Monships are always farcaly
ontested and, once the go-
ithead was given to begin, we
;W some superh games inoall
hree grades. 1

Seandin also got in U13-U14
and 115 development training
anid stand-alons matches, pre-
ockdowT

A hugely successfiil event
was an 114 skills competition.

Ag the underage competi-
Hons moved along at pace,
slubs were alse Invelved in
[F14, U16, and minor county
snard champlonship competi-
Hong and it is a tribute to the
hard work of all the clubs that
the Seandin competitions
were down to thelr final stages
by October 31, when the coun-
-y again went into lockdown.

At 154 level, Blackrock
are through to the semi-final
ind awaiting the winners of
Ja Piarzalgh-5t Finbarr's.
Yishopstown will meet Glen
rovers in the other semi-final.

In U15 B, Douglas are
hrough to the semi-final and
hey will play the losers of the
Ja Piarsaigh-St Finbarr’s
ATThE.

The loser of the other A
emi-final, Glen Rovers ar
Jishopstown, will play Black-
ok or MNa Piarsaigh-51 Fin-
IAFES.

In U15 C, there is one round
if the league to be played, be-
ween Memo and 5% Vinoent's,

CAMOGIE

u Mary Newman

will be. The U13 A final is
ready to go, with Douglas
meeting 5t Finbarr's. The 113
B semi-finals are also peady to
be played, where Na Piarsaigh
will meat Bishopstown and
Glen Rovers will play Black-
rock

The UN3C is still to be com-
pleted, as there are a few out-
standing games,

In U12 A semi-final, 5t Fin-
barr's will play Glen Rovers
and Douglas will meet Bishop-

stown.

In the B semi-finals, Nemo
Rangers play Brian Dillon's
and Ma Plarsaigh will play
Blackrock. In the 1712 C final,
Passage West meet 5t ¥in-
cent's, The division are deter-
mined that the players will not
loge cut and they have given a
commitment to the clubs that
we will finish these competi-
tions as soon as resirictions
allow matches to recommence
in 2021,

The School of Excellence
started early in the year with
plavers selected to the el
and whilst a number of stan-
dalone matches wene hoeld be-
fore the pandemic, the group
were nnable o traln or com-

from March onwards.

Seandun held a very sue-
cessful U14 skills competition,
whaere 30 players competed for
the tithe.

After a superb exhibition of
skills, twio players ended upon
the same points: Odhrma Hur-
ley, from Glen Rovers, and
Hazel O'Connell, from Black-
rock. After a tie-breaker, the
girls were still lenvel.

It was only after a second
tie-breaker that Odhrna
emerged in first place, with
Hazel O'Connell in second,
and Heather O"Connor, from
5t Finbarr's, in third.

Seandin fielded a senior
team in championship, with

layers from intermediabe and

unior city clubs, Bishop-
stown, Blackrock, Brian Dil-
lon's, Na Piarsaigh, Nemo
Rangers, and 5t Vincent's, and
they opened their campalgn
with a win over Imokilly to ad-
vance to a meeting against
Glan Rovers., After a thrilling
contest that went to extra
time, the Glen advanced.

With competitions to be
completed, there i3 something
for clubs to look forward to
when games can resume and
thiz will help with pre-season
preparations for the clty

Grace Walsh of Kilkenny in
action against Aoife Dono-

hue and Siobhdn Gardiner
of Galway.

Camogie final

Linda
Mellerick

I THOROUGHLY enjoved the All-Ireland
carmogie final last evenin ;

1 enjoyed it more than the hurling final,
which was a foregone conclusion from
carly on, even if Waterford did hang in
there for a long peried. The difference be-
tween hirling and camogie now is that
you see far more ouifield action in a camo-
gl game,

It gets a bit boring seeing one or two
touches and the ball put over the bar or
wide from anything up to 80 metres.
Goals, for some hurling teams, don't even
coime info their thought process nosw; it'sa
casea of racking up the points at ease.

Because women don't have that
strength we see far more outfield play and
1 tkought both Galvway and Kilkenny con-
tributed toa really good final. While man
praised referee Eoin Elliot for his hand-
ling of the final, it irritated me a litthe, if
I'm honest. He refereed the Mnal com-
pletely different from how he refereed the
somi-final
_ Where was his :-hmlg::_ with pen:lills-
Ing on both sides O%ETCANTY INE
(#14] lﬂm step?

1 tipped Kilkenny Last Saturday because
1 felt their defence had come on hugely in
12 months and that was where thelr prob-
lem lay in previous years. Tommy Walsh
was one of my favourite hurbers, but I'm
also a big fan of sister Grace.

She was brilliant agxin. Her toughness
iz admieable: she's n classic dofonder,

Many spoke of Kilkenny's work rate,
but I think it was there from both sides.
Wou could see Kilkenny slightly getting
the upper hand in the latter stages as Gal-
way red. Someone firom Kilkenny men-
tioned afterwards that yvou could see
Tommy Shefflin’s stamp all over the
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was better than
hurling decider

Galway's Emma Helebert and Aoife Doyle of
Kilkenny. Picture: INFHO/Ryan Byme

Last vear ] was rooting for Galway, This
vear it was Kilkenny which is something |
never thought 1'd see myself do, such was
our rivalry over the years,

But after bosing the Last three Anals and
beating Cork in the semi-final, why
wouldn't you want to see them get over
the line?

They were undouldedly the botter team
on the night. They struggled at the start,
particularly with their puck outs which
were Jong and high and which thelr half-
forward lne were strugeling to win,

Anife Doyle should have had two goals
but Inexperience from the player, who
started in her first final, was evident in
those situations, But she got foonr points
and finished up with the Player of the
Match accolade.

Mary O'Connell, another now regular
starter for Kilkenny, alss had a chanoe on
46 minutes, but in her mind she had the
ball in the back of the net before she had
Tully grasped the sliofar and the oppor-
tunity was lost. Apart from Galway’s gl
just before hall-time, they didn’t really
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Rilkenny's defonce,

I've already mentioned Walsh, and
Claire Phelan was once again brilliant a
full-back, having taken over the robe from
Catherine Foley.

I thought Mirlam Walsh gave Sarak
Dervan & right battle at the other end of
the pitch too,

As Kilkenny started to et a grip on the
game midway through the second half
they eould easily have rued a few short
balls Inte goalkecper Sarah Healy's
hands, affording her the opportunity (o
pump the ball back up the Aeld, | men
tioned last week that typically conversion
rates in camogie from penaltics are poor
and that if either side got an opportunily
thiz year they needed (o take it

The penalty was well-struck by Denjise
Gaule even though Healy should have
reacted battor and it was the declding fac.
tor In the end.

Big news during the week when the
GPA and WGPA voted m‘urh'h-l:llﬂiﬂﬁlj' i
merge into a 4,000 strong players” bady.
1060% ol GPA members voted In favour and
a6% of the WGPA members voded yes. An
AGM will take place in the stcond quarter
of 2021 to elect & new nathonal executive
which will proportionally represant the
associntion's female and male membors.

“This will further push the thnee Sport-
ing organizations of the GAA, Camogie
Association, and the LGFA to come to.
gether under the one umbrella, [ think
that while there will be those agalnst It
it's only a matter of time before 1€
hapgsons,

But that time can’t drag on. This musk
happen within thres vears, By 203 wo
shoild see this in play.

Refecting on 2020, it's been a tough
enr, bui on the camogie front 1 think we
ad an exeellent club champlonship and

the clnh/inter-connty format must the
way polng forwanil. +

The senior inter-county championship
was also completed even though it was
wirang o not continue with the minor and
16 championships.

As we cloge, Dadsh vou all n very Happy
Christmas ancd a safe and healthy 2021,



m Kilkenny's Anna Farrell and Meighan Farrell celebrate st the

final whiste. FHOTOGRAPH: RYAN BfRCmswun
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“Inthat ime, the quar-

“In fairness o them, t
all the breaks and we had no an-
E.iml'l-rih:qwg

wiere the better team”™, declared

in the beaven cormer, the Sars-
g, the [elds manwas very generous in
i5 praise of the victors,
Predon Hfardll KA
EHelptor 1 Shouna

A0 ey §0-1) 5 Gardiner. O

5 Spwdlrnan oo Hikehe (55

conversations with  near misses of their own, Now

III:':. 2670

Camogie belongs
as another headline
act on hurling’s
Electric Picnic

Croke main ialking point, of conrse, was the
Lﬂfﬂ:i%ﬁ;?rwnht the neweoaners, When yvou can afford to
pent-up emaotion of the lact have quiet games from Miriam Walsh

nine months were plain to see
in the faces and body language of those
involved, from Brian Dowling's exuber-
ant leps to the frustration BETOSS
ihe faces of the Galway defenders. It's
been quite a year, and on a night like
this, all thi foy, pain and eatharsis
CONHES pouEring out.

At leasi three plavers on the piteh —
Sarah Dervan, Niamh Kilkenny, and
Collette Dormer — hail to posiporie
their weddings this vear. Caitriona Cor-
mican and Grace Walsh are among the
squads’ frontline healthcare workers.
Katie Power was thene an crutches;

and Ann Dalton, both leadors who led
the charge against Cork, vou know
yvou"re on bo somelhing. Michells Tee-
han, Acife Doyle, Mary O"'Connell, and
Katie Molan were all making thelr All-
Ireland final debauts, and all of them pat
in energetle, hardworking shifts. The
confidence of the three forwards, in par-
iieukar, was remarkable, all of them
seoring important long-range polnts
from play.

Aoife Doyle, in partleular, looks to b
an sutrageons takent, as her opening
point from the right wing demon-
strated. And yvet, twice in the game she

was batted away.
The past

the present.

But iy,
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E © T x =i E‘E;E the biggest stage in the sport raiser and more like a fellow headliner
‘_El _EE gln 2 g-; B5 wﬁ,ga,.. keeper Sarah Hml-j' hiad & at gome kind of hurding Electric Plende.
n s 22 2328 _E £33 solid game but the shot wasup- 1t feels anly natural for the two codes to
_‘g 4 é. ;5 £ 5 !‘3 = E -E E; Tﬁmnmhh Elscan't have been the only coaperate and shams space,
‘E £:% Eﬁ 528 U 22 8 spectator murmuring ‘Take your point®  There was more good news on this
&% Eﬁg g = ig £= ET323 when Gaule stepped uip to the sot-plece, ot carlier this wiek when the GEA
sfgten SEEEES D28V but she knew exacly what shewas ~  and WGPA voted in near-unanimity to
E E E -‘3 & E E g R B . dolng. METNE m&%nrs.m;mlh:nﬁ into ane 4,
= £ %‘ m ‘,E g 2EX= Afterwards, the penalty was the member body. ———
EEERSE E-og.Bt3 major talking point, having ultimately Camogle plyess an adies 100
EE%%EEE aen E; 23 E besn the dechiing factor between the beblers h“';':;: Imh o ﬂﬁ.““ for """“mlm'f;'
= 5= - { wasn't th gration with the GAA for years, & L
u E B8 =224 Z23% E g E'E'.‘E :ﬁ?mmhll:ﬂ:ﬁf mthﬁ'% world.  Inspiring to soe the players leading the
Gaule was brought down in the square, way on this, and gratifying to know that
245 ESESREE2E <% but as a culmination of three Galway ~ Uhe fellas have their female counter-
EE':‘ Eg B z E-EE 52 3 EE backs bearing down on her rather than !m_;ﬁrﬂki i o TR s
i -E, “LeE E ot i a eynical foul by an individual de- BUHaEL SRR eI, :
E‘E-ﬁ 2 Ei'é" 22 T fender. In the end, Galway can havefew  POrtant I resisted wn"“"r-!”ﬂulf '?’E“E
E ‘E,E. 'g.a =2 g'i ] Rey complaints about that decision. [ do E"Lhﬂ’d“f;r“i“‘w' “-:;‘:i‘t-dﬁ Pl
H‘E oy = .;.E-E g EE feal, however, that they were unfairly T2 M. LRIV W
: Tuf 2 R 'E._ nalised in the 25th minute, when venue to venue for their All-Ireland
E (7] E E_ A = - E = = ﬁﬂmh Kilkennv's ﬂmﬂlnﬂi‘ﬂn semi-final, becanse 1t was somelow
m E u 35 = E’E £ EE 'ﬂ.,m h on goal was called back, the berh enraging and b-:trln:f.
° = g =5 g § o8 § £ ﬁ:ﬁ 2 final |=:E|55 from Allish O Reil] h:.!'l.'i!'lg On the one hand, how is this sort of
n: ] ; CEEES E‘E 4 E 2% boen desmead to be a throw ball, Having thing siill happening in the year “’r"'."h:
@ E 'E E'E it "g % O 8w watched it back, I thought it was a per-  1ord 20807 But on the other hand, may
£ -Eg ERECES i EE Sty (ine haridpies | was naive to think that it wouldn't;
H ' | that women wouldn't be the first to
e s A £ It:mmmrn?!angmrlwurmmmll hi ldn't be the first to be
m =235 ELEEE EE L ealled a halt to one of the best moves of  thrown under the bus as soon as a scar:
o 'E ; %*E’ E2EEE clity in resources arose.
zE BE% e L2835 the match, and it highlighted 1 ; i
EEE 83T Ex how infrequently that rule is But they re different argan
o 25 E ﬁg SEET - gations. Of course the men
=2 invoked in the men's game,
5 CE28ws SE8c E= hi o] should get first dibs on GAA
+ SSEae - £ Where amblguos Sung nels,” the argument often
egs §EEif S8E £i4% handpasses have become srounds,” the argy
Enf covd9 § ﬂ'g.ihu tl'IEM'I!'I]‘.I.Hi]“I'IIbITd e (P i Rhva Ay ko
ig g2 H & 2 to referee Owen Elllott, nete
SN 3% Eofui fEEiERic 1 oot game o S Pl s
z EEESE SuEEEAT Gykrall. ek Sh Al up by their foothall bootstraps.
EE 'E¥352'5 E, uREE S BmE SOSMTILE ) To my mind, the sooner the
ﬁ“ “'E=EE§EE gggﬁ'ﬂéf mﬂﬁﬁwfp;mh_ women's assockations merge
4223 gfssd 23§ 2F& gl o e with the GAA, and render this
S i el Eahi particular line of argument ob-
: E /. GELESE S £ g _‘; bty hvinkthe solete, the better.
iy | ] = 5 i
ThEe R g s IE g % E i‘ - peogla what
i i i 4 ‘Im i
e Eghgﬂﬁ i Eimear
B . e ¥ e
e " L i -
: @ ] gissa :Egﬁ
=5 &, it
E E : i

many of the players, sixin seven

appearn

Beforehand, talk of the
af three consecutive Al
selor

wversesin

slage,



%n the second of a two-part series, TOM LYONS continues to delve into the early days of camogie
In West Cork. Here, he focuses on the first West Cork camogie championship held in 1917

Odds are Clonaklilty
West Cork camogie

ALTHOUGH media cover-
age of camogie in West Cork
in the vears 1915 and 1516
was almost non-existent, the
Zame was catching on very
well in many areas.

Just like football and hurl-
ing. one of the main problems
facing the camogie clubs was
the travelling difficulties to
play matches. Playing match-
&5 against teams from other
parts of the county was not
practical, 5o to cope with the
problem, the first-ever West
Cork camogie championship
wWas s&t up in 1917,

Involved in this first cham-
pionship were:

Barryroe (Lislev-
ane) — A camogie club was
formed in August and there
was no shortage of practice
fields. The ladies were able
to wield the camin with skill
and dexterity.

Bantry — A team was
formed at Scart, with a
practice field by the School
House. Bantry beat Skibber-
gen easily at the Skibbereen
Feis. This strange advice
was given by the reporter:
‘If you don't hit the ball, hit
something. And no matter
whither it goes, or how fares
the fortunes of the game,
keep one eye at least on the
on-lookers.’

Clonakilty - Local Sinn
Féin activist and a member
of the Clonakilty football and
hurling teams, Mick Ahern
was the chairman of the new
Clonakilty club. Captain of
the team was Babe Crowley,
aunt of the famous Tadhgo
Crowley.

Casheliskey - Situated be-
tween Clonakilty and Kil-
bree, they had a strong team
a5 camogie was also being
played in the nearby Kilmeen
ared.

Dunmanway — To match
the men who had formed the
first hurling team in Dun-
manway in 1917, the ladies
of the town formed their
first camogie team. The team
was made up mostly of girls
from Castle Street.

The first camogie champi-
onship to be run off in West
Cork was for a set of silver
medals. It's not clear who was
grganising the competition.
The opening two games were
played in Clonakilty's Fair
Field {(which is now the chil-
dren’s playground and the
Seoil na mBuachailli play-
ground) on September Ind,
1917,

ST
> AL

/Ballymacowen
Danny Cainan, Sonny Murphy, Jack Mennis, J.
NM. O'Brien, ?, 7, Nel Brien, Mina Moloney,
Donovan, - Calnan, - Fleming, Elsie Walsh,

Casheliskey
7-0 Dunmanway 2-0
(12-a-side)

From the throw-in “the O'Ra-
hilly combination” proved the
superior side. Dunmanway
were only recently formed
and lacked official training but
showed promise, with captain
Maggie Ahern showing rare
judgement and hitting power,
well assisted by Eileen Lynch
and Maggie Barry. Cashelis-
key showed great combination,
with Frances McCarthy and
Kate O'Leary outstanding,
‘whose exhibition won count-
less plandits. Among the win-
ning players was Mina Molo-
ney, who was to marry John
‘Count” Donovan of Clonak-
ilty in 1920. O'Donovan was
an All-Ireland medal winning
footballer with Cork in 1811
and a top-class athlete. He
tragically died of pneurnonia a
few weeks after the wedding.
Referee for the game was Mick
Ahern, chairman of the Clonak-
ifty Camogie Club.

Round 1- Clon-

oy il

This was a great contest, with
Clonakilty doing most of the
pressing but being thwarted
by a fine Barryroe defence.
Ourstanding for Clon were
Babe Crowley (captain), Eileen
Harte, Katty Murphy, Mina
Moloney, Julia Coleman, Mag-

gie Twomey and Kitty Hurley,
"an inveterate worker whose
display in the forward division
was frequently applauded.” For
Barryroe, May Brophy and
Mary Whelton did excellent
work ar midfield, with Mary
Dineen and Maggie O'Brien
also doing well. Referee was
Con Ahern, Dunmanway.

b ]

Round 1— Bantry beat
Skibbereen

Bantry beat Skibbercen in a
challenge game and then played
them on September 9th in the
West Cork championship. The
Bantry ladies emerged victo-
Fis,

The report said: “The Bantry
ladies have at present put away
their walking sticks and are
sporting their camogies in pref-
erenci It ks an every-day occur-
rence to meet a number of la-
dies out walking, each carrying
their hurdeys. It is to be hoped
that the Bantry club will win
the West Cork Championship.
If they keep on as at present,
they will make a big bid for it

wk

Round 2 — Clonakilty beat

Clonakilty and Bantry met
in Skibbereen on September
23rd and the Clon girls proved
well superior, winning by a sub-
stantial amount. Bantry lacked
training but showed promise.

team. Wehave some of the
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Final? — No further report
of any camogie championship
game is available. The final
would have been Clonakilty v
neighbours, Casheliskey, with
the Clon girls as hot favourites
o win.

L g}

A camogie game was played
between the newly-formed
teams of Kilmeen and Kilker-
rin in Dan O Bren’s field near
Sam's Cross on December 2nd.
Kilkerrin were captained by
Katty Hurley and Kilmeen by
Mancy Collins. The Kilkerrin
girls won by 1-1 10 1-0 and the
standard was quite good for two
Néw LEAMS.

The fledgling camogie clubs
were so0n caught up in the tur-
moil of the political scene in
[eeland in 1918 and media coy-
erage of games was almost nil.
The harassment of the GAA by
the RIC and the military contin-
ued in all areas, Even the ladies
were not safe.

The Duamanway Feis on
July Tth, 1918 was attended
by thousands from all over the
arca bur was stopped by the
police and the military, under
Inspector Rowan of Clonakilty.
Many of the crowd then made
their way to a field near the
town which was being used for

=i
names and they are as follows.

acamogie match, However, the
match was not long in progress
when a force of about 20 sol-
diers charged the players, who
had to disperse. The soldiers
then charged the spectators,
whio scattered in all directions
and the field was cleared.

On their way back to town
the police were met by a men-
acing mob and they again
charped. A man named Walksh
from Lyre received an ugly head
wound. In the town itsell the
police and military spent the
cvening clearing the streets,
without serious opposition.

The War of Independence,
the Civil War and the politi-
cal troubles of the following
years seem to have put an end
to the camogie activity in West
Cork as not a single word is
written of any activity until the
Fate 19305, withia vibrant camo-
gie scene emerging in the
15400,

PHOTO: HELP NEEDED

The main photograph ac-
companying this article is of
the Clonakilty/Ballymacow-
en (townland north-east of
the town) camogle team. The
dare given for it was 1919 but

e

Back from left,C. O'Brien, Jer Cronin, Con Murphy,
Florrie McCarthy, John Kechane, Con Moloney, Tim Brien and Thomas O'Leary. Middle from left,
- Brien, - Calnan, - Donovan, - Coomey, - Coomey and Babe Foley. Front from left, Mrs. Holland, -
O'Brien, - Brien, - Coomey, - Cronin.

won first-ever

championship

: A

it is, probably, the Clon camo-
gie team which played in the
first West Cork camogic cham-
pionship in 1917, The fact that
the photograph was taken
would suggest that the team
did go on to win the champien-
ship. Unfortunately, only some
of the names are available and
maybe somebody could put
TETHES £H SOME Oore. [:ﬂ-ﬂl_.n::l
087-5425180 withinformation.
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Third time lucky for Enniskeane in 2020 as they finally won the county intermediate title

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

ELAINE Avlward knows better
than most what's needed to com-
pete at the highest levels - and
that's why she is backing Enni-
skeane to find their feet fast in
senior camoghe in 2021,

A former Kilkenny senior
camogie star for 13 vears, and an
All-Star in 2003, Aylward moved
to Enniskeane in 2016 — after
marrying a local man — and has
been involved in a cosching ea-
pacity with the local camogie
team since 2017,

She watched on from the
sideline when Enniskeane lost
thie 2007 and 2009 county intes-
medinte finals, but 2020 proved
third time bucky as they got their
hands on the prize that had clod-
ed them.

The reward is a place in the
Cark camogie senior ranks in
2021, and Aylward feels Enni-
skeame can hobd their own with
the best in the county.

‘It’s a huge step, it's senior
camagie in Cork, and Cork are
one of the top three teams in the
country 50 the standard is very
high, Aylward says.

"But what 2020 proved ks that
if you have a good bunch of girls,
like Enniskeane have, that's a
hig, help,

“The sooner the 20 cham-
pionship starts and the girls get
it the better. We have played

matches and county
league games against senior
Teams over the years and we have
alwmys been able to hold our own.

0T FFA
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‘I think the best way
toimproveistoplay
atahighstandard and
Enniskeane will only

improve by playing
senior” — Elaine Aylward

‘I think the best way to im-
prove is to play at a high stand-
ard and Enniskeanz will only
improve by playing senfor. The
young girls coming through now
will have the chance to play sen-
forcamogie tor and that can only
help the standard in Enniskeans,

That's a view shared by Enn-
iskeane player Siobhan O'Dri-
soedl, as the Carbery clubintends
to kick on.

1 am confident we will make
an impact At Semor NExt year,
O'Driscoll says.

"We will be playing the great
teams that we want to be playing
againgt, ke Courceys, Killeagh,
Milford, Inniscara and 5t Fin-
barr's.

“We are already looking
forward to the champicenship
diraws”

And Enniskeane are bouncing
into 2021 off the back of a dream
2020 campaign.

wEE
A gilver lining 1o the Covid
pandemic was that Enniskeane

had a full squad at training every
night. Everyone was together

Orla Cronin with her player
of the match award from the
2020 county final.

and everyone was pulling in the
same direction. The bond be-
tween them strengthened.
“They were always close as a
team and close as friends, bat in
a year fike 2020 when you had
no other outlet, and you coukdn’t
goanywhereor do anything else,
the GAA was your only social
outlet and vou were delighted to
have that,” Aylward explains.
“There were no J1s gone for
the surmmer, 7o o gome travel-
ling, very few had part-time jobs,

the inter-county plavers were all

with the club too, so we had the
same bunch of zirls every night
for training. They became a big
family for ane another”

Far Avlward, a selector on

the management team that also
included Dermort Curtin, Brian
Daly and Anthony O°Sullivan,
it meant they had a full hand o
train and pick from = and that
helped.

Having influential Cork for-
ward Orla Cronin involved from
the start was also a huge help.
With the club and inter-county
seasons separated, Cronin had
an uninterrupted few months
with her home club, and that
benefitted everyone,

*The was outstanding for us,
Siobhan O Driscoll says.

*The only zood thing about
Cowid was we enjoyed training
with Orla full time. We got to
know hiow she plays, we learned
a lot from her but even off the
pirch the team bonded really well
together” H

Cronin led by example
throughout the campaign. The
GCork centre forward hic 1-10
against Ballyhea, 0-10 against
Blackrock and 0-7 against Fr
O Neilks, before saving her best
performance for the county fi-
nal against Aghabullogue. Player
of the match that day, Cronin
seared (411 to get Enniskeans
cver the finlshing line,

A few weeks carlier, thoughs
they found themselves ina ricky
spot in the county quarter-final
agzainst Blackrock.

At one stage in the first half
of their last-cight tic apainst
Blackrock, Enniskeane trailed
by 13 poimts.

The outlook appeared grim.
"On the sideline there is not

a lot you can do when you are
in that situation, only try toget
messages into the girls, Avlward

'‘But eredit to them, it was
their own motivation that got
them out of trouble, their own
words at half time, and they
drove on in the second half.
They didn't panic, they kept tip-
ping away with the points, and
I think that the real difference
was the beliel they had in them-
solves,

“They weren't happy with
their first-halfl performance, it
wasn't a reflection of what they
did in training in beckdown and
it was their hard work and effort
that saw them pull through that
Eame.

Louise Duggan, Siobhan
O'Driscoll, Kellie Scannell,
Alsling O Driscoll, Laura Man-
nix and Orla Cronin, they all
stood up that day, they refused
to accept defear and they got
their reward: a narrow win and
a place in the last four.

Confidence grew with each
victory, and Aylward noticed a
changein the group this season.

“There was definitely some-
thing different about them in
2020, says the Kilkenny woman
who still ines out for her home
club Mullinavat in south Kilk-
enny.

‘Even from the start of the
year you could see it in their
attitude, they realised how close
they had come in the last few
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seasons and probably realised
too that there is nothing given
in sport and that you have 1o go
and earn i,

Enniskeane exrned it in 20020,
and it all came together on coun-
ty final day.

September 20th, 2020, that's
the day Enniskeane beat Aghab-
ullogue by 1-16 1o 2-8 a1 Castle
Road o be crowned county in-
termediate champions,

It was a day worth waiting for,
even more special in 2020 as it
was the club’s 25th anniversary.

*As o unit we performed well
in the final, explains Siobhan
' Driscoll, "our defence lelt
quick ball into the forwards and
they did the damage inside then,

“This year we were a lot more
mature than other years, which
was the difference.

*Every game we absorbed any
pressure that was on us and we
just never gave wp. This was evi-
dent from our quarter-final win
against Blackrock. We were 13
points down, we kept on hunn-
ing our opponents, tipping the
seoreboard over and showing
leadership all over the pitch.
Wi brought that fight to the
other games — that iswhy weare
county champions,

Mow they'recager to seewhat
2021 brings and Enniskeane,
wha also fielded a second ll:lluﬂl
camaghe team for the first Ume
in 2020, are in A place
heading into their $eason
in the seplor championship,



REVIEW OF THE

CLUB CAMOGIE YEAR

By Mary Newman

Huge credit has to go the Cork Camogie board and their
juvenile committee for again organising a season of
excellent championship competitions, despite the huge

challenges posed by Covid 19.

With 66 clubs registering to participate in compéttions at

all lenveds, from senior down to the younger brigade who
continued o embrace camaogie with huge enthusiasm, the
tack facing the board was not an easy one.The board were

all 1 to roll with their league competitions when the first
lockdown got underway and, with thelr programme af league
garmes completely wiped out, they began to plan ahead.
Charrpionship draws were made and, with the agresment of
the intermediate and junior clubs, the format for bath of this
championship reverted to a backdoor competition'— pr_ll'mﬂLI-ﬂﬁr.
these champlonships had been played on a league basis.

The senlor board was again fortunate to have the all of thair
adult championship competitions sponsored by SE Systems
and this support ensures that a huge bisrden is taken off the
shoulders of the beard. There were many success stories and
fairytale endings, of course also a lot of heartache and tears
beiths O somow and oy as tithes were won and last. Many clubs
suffered losses also off the feld of play and we remember these
pecple with a silent prayer as we take a quick look back on the

year.
Senlor

Fourteen clubs and three diviskons wentinte the draw fon senlor
champicnship but, before a ball was struck, Carbery withdrew,
beaving just Seandun and Imakilly to contest round ane, which

was the divisional section. Seandun accounted for Imakllly and

weenit inte round faur while Imekilly went into the lesers’ rounds.

Bound twa threw up plenty of action and a few SUrprises.
Befending champlions Sarsfields were consigned to the

losers round as Glen Rovers recorded a 0-14 to 1-9 victory.
Cotroey Rovers signalled thelrintent as they brushed aside
the challenge of Cloughduy, Killeagh overcame Newcestown,
Eire (g got the upper hand on Milford, nniscarma were toa
streong for Ballincallig, St Finbarrs had four points o spare over
Douglas while 5t Catherings were too stiong for Ballygarvan.

The losers battled it out In round three and we saw Ballincollig
miake thelr exit at the hand of Douglas winlla Newoestown
defeated Imokilly. Champlons Sarsfields got themsehves back
into contentions as they ousted Cloughduv and Ballygarvan
ended Milfords campaign as they booked themselves a place
in round feur. Twelve teams now remained and with four, 5t
Finbarr's, Killeagh St Catherine’s and Eire Og, recefving & bye to
the quarter-finals, eight remained to contest round four.

The first game in reund four was a thriller with Douglas

forcing extra time thanks to an injury-time Pamela Mackey
point. Douglas bullt on that as they dethroned the champions
Sarsfields, recording a 1-20 1o 3-11 victory, Courcey Hovers
avercame the challenge posed by championship debutants
Mewcestown, who will have been pleased with how the year

AT AT AT AR OF BT LT p

went for them, Two firstnalf goals were erugialtn :
Killeagh as they advanced at the expense of a spirited
Ballygarvan side, We had mora extra-time drama i thie
all:clty clash betweesn Seandun and Glen Fl-::u.-jErs and.lr.-
the extra time, the Glen Rovers girls shawed huge spirt
to fashicniout a two:polntwin, =181 3-13.

Andthen thera were eight and all eyes wera on thase
rermalning as the huntfor the title intensified: There
Wit more off-field drama as the first champlonship
game in any ode in Cork GAA to be postponed due 1o
a Covid tast saw the Glen Rovers:Inplscarra game called
off duetoaplayer being tested inthe Mid-Cerk ciu b
The remaining three games went ahead and Courcey
Rovers had tofight to'the end before getting the upper
fand an 5t Cathernes: Goals were the difference as

st Finbarr’s hitKilleagh for three to secure a semi-final
spatand Douglas had too much strength for Eire G, A
week later Glen Rovers and Inniscarra battled it out with
Inniscarra adging ftibya goal,

The scenewas nowset forithe semi-final.nniscarra
hadtocall enalltheir experience before defeating 5t
ﬁl;l!:ia_rr‘é Byi1=11:t0 0511 bat it was Courcey Rovers wha
b 'E"_l:.g:_&kﬂnd alightwith:a'stunning pefarmance
tham avercome Douglas by 2-1510 2-5 foset
I‘;%st:br the 2018 final.

; ]ﬁftr!_als usually oraww massive crowds Dubihis was a
Surrealiexperiance as both clubs had Justa small amaount
niﬁ.f[ppamrs due 1o Covid restrictions But the county
‘boardwent all out 1o make It a special day.and with

the game [fve-streamed, [t brought the final 1o those at
home and what a day 1t proved 1o be for Courcey Rovers,

After21vears plaving senior camogle, they won thelr
first senior champlenshipinstyle. Tralling by five points
after 13 minutes and hawing yet to score, things were
not looking great but a Brilliant spell save them turm the
game arcund to fead by 2-8 to 0-6 at half time. All over
thefield, they were superb and when the excellent Linda
Collins swuck for thelr fifth goal on 52 minutes, theywere
notgaing to be denied.

Anemaotional Kaoyn Kechane accepred the senor
championship wophyto tremendous scenes of
jubiiation having served the club down throwsgh the
years with huge determination and she coufd not
contaln her delight: "I'm honoured and privileged to
captaln my cluband to lead thisfantastlc group of girls
ta our first senior championship title s somethimg 1 will
always cherish” she said.

“Thiswin s just not about today, It's about years and
years of hard work and dedication by 50 many péople to
promote and keep camogle alive in our area. There are
s many people | could mention, but thiswin is for svery
perzon who has worn the Courcey jarsey. 1Us a dream
come through to see our club go onto the Cork roll of
honour to foln the names of all the' great clubs wiho have
won the title and we are really thrilled to have finally got
oser-that line”

Flona Keating, who gave a tremendous display, notching
up 3-2, was named 'as The Echo Pllayer of the Match, an
accolade well-desenved.
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ntermechale

[uicluis teams battded it butfor the intermediate tithe and

again we had some exciting eontests. in round phe, Blackiook
Aghabillogue, Ennitkegne and Frioxteills signalled huge intent
at they confidently overcame the challenges posed by Valley
Rovers, Watergrashifl, Balivhea and Ha Piarsaigh respectiiely,

Mewtownshandrum defeated Tracton 1o take the SE Sy tems
Suirslor & skt e and {ait.reﬂ}.rﬁnﬁ atoned farlost seasan's inal
defearas they overcame Infidcarrs to take the junion B tike I
was third-time licky for Aghatia as they banlshed e ghosts of
losing two previous inalsto take the junlor C ekamplicrshin,

overcoiming Kithree. Cloughduyv toskihe juriorsecond
teams Hile with o win over e Og and Bockhan defeated
Bungourney i ta ke the 1 3-a-3idi titie.

wihile Carrinaline and Brizn Dillons edged clase cantests with
KilbrirmainTimeolaague and Clonakilty.

Baund rwe saw a nali-biting clash as Ballyhea knoched out
Valbey Hovers by 3-1118 2-10. Likewise, Eifbrittain Timeieague .
Hiad two paints to spare aver Na Piarsalgh as Watergrashill

kinncked oot Clonakiny.

Underagae

Despite the difiquitiask of getting underane gamaes upand
runRing: the uveniie cammities waorked Rard foensurd
champlonships werne played, Thae divisions took Guer tha
running of the U2 cormpetitions with the [uveniie commitien
working toogetthe Ulaand D16 champlonships played
Evecything was running smoothhyrand with one Blg wikend
to o, all fimaks were g0 schoquiced tobe completed but layel-
fis restricthons ensured thesewere not played and itwill ngw
possibly ba 2021 before thare will be'completed.

i ms remained in contention, Wwith Ballyheaand
Nmm:::;‘;;h;n meeting in the aply round-three game wWheoe
Rallyhea coegid as viclons (o book thelr gquarter-firal
‘spat, FrOMells ability 1o grab goals wiss Impartant 43 they
rocorded a 4-7 to 0-8 victary over Kilbrittal n/Timoleaghe and
Aghabiullogue hooked impressive as they gorthe upper hand
an Carrigaline. Elstwhers, man exciting gh-seoring contest

! y ri-awer Blackrock. ;
Exfysfeany hod RS o At U714 fevel, Sarsfields took the premier tile; defeating Bire Oo.

In L4 A the tombinatien of Fr /NS and Youghal proved

1o strang fer Enniskeane and in U14C, Kinsale were orowned

county chiampions, cefeating lhworth. Tha LTS premias plate
s wiort by Ballinora as they overcame Clonaklity, Midlaton

beat Balfinhassig to take the A plate and Bandon defeated 5t
Wincent’s inthe C plate inal. Just ope U5 final wiss played

before leval-fin restrictions stopped ganves and In the LN EC
‘Bl Bardian defeated Kinsale, '

finals draw pitted twe of the favalrites agalnst eath
;?I:Eifﬂllh Ennhh{'-ai'\ﬁ lining up 1a ke on Fr Qitaillsand in
this clash Ennizkenne had to cali on all their reserves bpd':la.;e
booking a place in the inal ﬁgl'_lahulf-ng.w_‘had 11:__:; mikeh
strengih for Ballyhea, who, despite losing Qut, wou R
been pleased with the year given thisy wers making their
Intermiediate debut

Enrinkeane put thee hearrache of loskng fast }I'Ek_iu'sa_flhul ehind
theiemy a thie wait to be crowned champlons Was _ended.
Aghabullogue made the betrerstart and sentbed into the:-
momentum of the gameé but Enniskeane ratlied and took
eantrel. Al ihraugh, Aghabuliogue applied huge pressune and
tivey cut the dehcil o eniure Enniskeane Had a few nerdous
clasing minutes n but with Orla Cronin Teading the way they
shwisrted the Coachfcrd side’s rally 1o ensure the title was
sacured, Orta Cronin was named Evening Fcha Playar u}'plae
Match after leading the way far het clubowith a superh display
as she notched 13 paints of their tally.

While it not may have been the year that was planned, camogie
clubsall aver the caunty witre [ust hagpy to be able to get our
and play and huge credlt to albas they worked hard 1o ensure
the safery of thelr players, méntars and officials while enjoying
champlonship actian at all levels.-

Let's hope 2021 bring plenty of camogle for us to 2/t enjoy.
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Mike Boland, Karyn Keohane and Fiona Kea
Rovers’ historic first Cork senior

BY GER McCARTHY

NOTHING beats your first
time, just ask Courcey Rovers.

The Ballinspittle-based club
won their first-ever 3E Systems
Cork senior county camogie
title in 2020 following a 5-12 to
1-12 win over Inniscarra.

Twenty-one years on the road
at senfor level, finally Rovers
achieved their ultimate goal.

In doing so, Courceys deliv-
ered some badly-needed hap-
piness to the parishes of Ball-
inspittle and Ballinadee during
a year dominated by constant
global pandemic headlines.

Key to that success was the
positive rapport between play-
ers and management. Mike
Boland has been involved with
coaching Courcey Rovers for
close to four years, In his first
12 months, they won a league
trophy and by the end of his
second season in 2018, reached
a county final only to lose 102
barttle- Inmiscarta.

According to Boland, the way
Raovers bounced back from that

[nniscartadefeat two years agoe
and reached their holy grail is
whar makes this group special.

“This is a special group of
players but two years ago really

huart) Boland said.

“They were very young and
inexperienced back then so
1o have come back from that
and won  first senior county is
unbelievable. These girls have
been through a ot over the last
three years, but it's stronger
and stronger they have gotten.

was different this
year, It still hasn't really sunk in
mmmlahiﬂsunln Coll=

camogie cha
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Courcey Rovers manager

ple of months ago. We haven't
had time to digest the cnormity
of it. It is special, winning your
first county senior is always
special. This year, thank God,
we got over the line. You ask
any of the girls to do something
and they doit.

A dedicated management
team left no stone unturned
when it came to their prepa-
ration. That commitment was
_central to delivering the clul's
makden senior title.

“There was a lot of work done
behind the scenes that people
didn't see, Boland added.

“Shirley Moloney did a huge
amount of work with the girls
using Zoom during the lock-
down, We brought extra people
in, including Martin Enright
to help with the strength and
canditioning once it was safe to

wha were great motivatars. Nu-
ala O'Reilly and Rebecca Crow-
ley did massive work for us too.
in all, we had about nine people
on the management team. The
success the players enjoyed was
just as special for us”

For team captain Karyn Ke-
ohane, the honour of lifting the

club's first senior camogie title
wiks & prowd moment.

Tt was a huge honour to be
named captain at the start of
the year and to lead the 1eam to
our first county senior title is
the stuff dreams are made of;
Keohane said.

“We lowly built momentum
in every match. One big dif-
ference in this championship
was that no head dropped if we
ever went behind, There was no
beating us and we didn't panic
atany stage, we kept driving on.

“Confidence grew and we had
different players taking their
scores rather than relying on
one individual. Linda Collins,
Jacinta Crowley, Fiona Keating
and Saoirse McCarthy are all
capable of getting scores for
us now. We had more options

of bosing a previous county final
in 2018 as a motivating factor
in 2000, That proved an astute

IOWE,

“We talked a bot about bot-
tling the hurt and not the ccca-
shon this year,” Keohane added.

“Everyone put their minds
to the ultimate goal. We had
that extra bond from all the
Zoom sessions we did during
the lockdown. Having the Cork
girls at every training session

and all our challenge match-
5 was huge too. That really
helped the team grow and de-
velop as a unit. It drove us and
encouraged everyone on the
team to step up and increase
their standards.’

LR 2 ]

Few Courcey Rovers players
experienced a 24-month pe-
ried quite like Fiona Keating.
The rising inter-connty dual
star achieved unprecedented
success with her division (West
Cork), county and school (Kin-
sale Community School) on a
scabenot previously seen before
helping her local camogie club
make history. You would think
scoring 3-2 in your club's senior
county final victory would be
Keating's lasting memory of
the past year, Not so, for the

versatile Cork star.

“Winning a county final with
Courcey Rovers was unreal,
Keating said. “Winning a county
senlor title with the girls yoo
started school with when you
were five or six years old and
played atongside all the way up
through the underage ranks is
something you dream of.

‘Far me, our homecoming
celebrations in Ballinadee and
Ballinspittle are my most cher-
ished memorics, Being greeted
by bonfires and people out at
their doors celebrating, be-
cause they had to stay at home
due to Covid, are memories |
will have for the rest of my life.

‘I'm working in Centrain Bal-
linspittle and, to this day, some
of the elderly members of the
parish are still coming up and
saying how much winning the

ting g.hare their thoughts and memories on Courcey
mpionship success

gy an )
%' Courcey Rovers celebrate
il w40 their sensational
" county senlor camogie
|:|-:..'_l.rr1.|;|l_|;|.f|5l1ipﬁr|a|wir'-
Sl against Inniscarrain
=. September.
% il P

LTI L1 1 Ly
Ll

one is bigger than the team.

county meat to them, espe-
cially with the pandemic. It Is
anly then that it hits you what
a big deal winning the county
was.

drkm

W will leave the fimal words
of an historic year for the Bal-
linspittle and Ballinadee side
to Mike Boland. Managing and
coaching a large squad to a

Mo one-is bigger than the club.
We are all in this together, 1 am
here four years now and these
girls are very special. I'm abisi-
hutedy mad about them. Pve tobd
the girls many times before how
I feel abaut them. They give you
everything they have got and
il you want something extra.
they give you more. That's what
makes this group special.

county title had its expected

ups than downs. Yet, Courcey Courcey Rovers’
Rovers' resilience and . o mm
sheer bloody-minded- & o5 sconed

ness shone through to Bl
make sure they brought (4 .
home a first senior
erown 21 years after
joining the top ter.

‘It doesn’t matter what
grade you are involved in,
there are always headachesand
little things to sort out, Boland
said. “In fairess, | have always
said it since 1 first got involved
with Courcey Rovers four
years ago. The one thing
you want out of a team,
more than anything
else, is to give you a
chance of winning
silverware at the

end of the year.
You want o be ‘a + there
and

e

fighting
for silver-
WATE, g

‘ Tve always
gaid about
this particular
group, they always give you 3
chance. You deal with the early
|e:thlngpmb]=m5.hicmpund

MAoVE OT1.
“The bottom line is that no-
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Mairead Donovan is the new chair of the
Ballincollig club woman presents the Premier U14 trophy to Anna Nes-

tor, captain of Sarsfields.

Mairead Donovan
stepsinto the top role
of Cork camogie

THERE are changes at the top
Eable of Cork camogie.

Long-serving chair Marcy
MoSweeney and vice-chalr
Sheila Golden handed over the
relns to outgoing registrar
Mairead Donovan, whio as-
sumes the role of chairwoman
with Rachel Crean taking on
Fﬁ vice-chair role. Duﬁm

ey iz now regisitar w

Louise Weldon is the board's
nw PRO.

Mairead Donovan from the
Ballincollg club is an exper-
eneed administrator havin
sarved in various roles wi
jboth club and county. She
brings a wealth of knowladge
to the role of ¢ n of
the Cork Camogle and
s a very capable official.

A member of the Ballineol-
E-f club who she has served

th pride on and off the play-
ing felds. Mairead haz been
involved In the elub since its
inception im 1974 when her
late mother Lily O"Sullivan,
Nell Hennigan and Fr Kieran
Twomey gof camogie up and
running for the girls in
the area. Little did they think
all thess vears ago that ope of
their members woulid one day
#oon tobead the county board,

She hag excelled as @ Lﬁgm
N S T

1] vears, whepe

she served in various roles in-
:};:]mm!ﬁa ellllghchaimnman. a

£s until steppin

in 2012, T
e e e
A
Late father Con O'Sullivan was
g T
[

ey o 4 and

it

Mairead played in the club's
first underape team and went
on to lne out with the first
adult team foo, and continsed
ta do so for many yvears. She
held the position of elub treas.
urerand PRO before taking on
the role of chair where she
guided the club through a
huge growth curve as they
AW a doubling in size of
players. mentors and

e e
from bei
junior club with “b;,ﬁ?'_
mately four underage teams o
the ranks with at least
13 active teams. Shehad the
ed amﬁinr:itjmg mfﬂ?‘h
A and senior B county '.I;hunq;
Not algn h gt
ne ha

Imiﬂ:ﬂ : s Malread
I also served ag an
afficer of the Cark County
Board and Cork juvenile
from 1582 o 1584 she

CAMOGIE
E Mary Newman

held the position of count
ireasurer and served as an of
ficer in those years with her
late mother Lily who was
county ;

LZhe wasa nied asa de-
velopment afficer in 2011 to
steer the Go Games ethos In
underage camoghe throughout
the county, this involved or-
ganizing a structured pro-
gramme of games for seve
clubs at Ug, Ud, U and T2
age Erﬂuﬁs-

As well as organising the
E:ge—s gshe organized reéﬂ'

£ courses for youn g
1o bearn how ta rd’ereegm Go
Games. As the development
officer, Malread was also in-
strumental in helping set up
new under age clubs
as she arranged start up
equipment, funding and edu-
cation courses for the mentors
in these new clubz who are
R BLNS
mcent years sha on
the role of registrar and over
the last two years headed up a
Javenile committee which swe-
¥ oversiw the organiz-
Ing of underage league and
championshi

Last vear, sha was elected as
incoming chair which is a
stepping stone (o taking over
the role as next chairperson
the following vear. Despite
Cork camogie being unahble to
hald a convention Mairead
formally assumed the role vir-
fually as the 2020 season deew
1o its conclusion recently.

She iz passionate about
spreading the game to all
corners of the county through
her work at county level has
seen her always availablo for
fundraising, gate collections
at matches, and supporting
Vilrious county teams at all le-
vels she has always shown
total commitment to camo
with her club and county. She
simply has a genuine love of
the game and an enduring
wish that allp , parenis
and trainers who take part
enjoy themselves and learn
about the gz?: ol camogie.

I'have privileged to
have worked closely with her
on various comemitfess, down
lhrnughﬂ:_{ﬁnc ynar:j.';he is a

W l,'EE'I'I PErsnm
and both Linda Mellerick and
I are looking forward to work-
ing closely with Malvead and
her team as we all continue to

romole Cork camogie bo the
£ lavels

Cork Camogie Board, Here the

Linda
Mellerick

I THINK it’s fair to zay thatl every GAA
player across all codes thoroughly en-
Joved the zplit club and inter-county sea-
son this vear and if there are any positive
atall to come out of the vear that was 2020
It was that Covid-19 forced organisations
down that path,

Mext season will take on the same
format in hurting and football with county
first this time around, While there are
draft camogie fixtures circulating show-
ing no split season there is nothing official
on that front yet so we'll held our counss]
until we are officially informed.

I hope we too continue to have a split
season. Maybe to run our champlonships
in reverse format to the men would be a
good opthon from a pitch availability and
viewership point of view,

Camogie clubs have been pushed to the
back with an excess of intercounty fix-
tures over the past number of vears and
that needs to change.

You sould 26 the enjoyment intercoon-
iy players got from fully committing to
their clubs and I theught we had a much
better 2020 championship for it.

In addition, all players knew well in ad-
vance when thelr games were being
played, Clubs were aware that 2l games
would go to extra time, except for the
semi-Minals and finals.

All games had to finish on the day
rhbr:h meant we didn’t have fixtures pil-
ng up,

And Castle Road iz such a magnificont
pitch that it coped very well with the bat-
tering it got week-in and woek-out. It was
alst great to have the games played in
stimmer weather. Of course, on the flip
fide of that inter-county players got the
short straw of the seasons for thelr cham-
plonship.

Onee again we have new county cham-
pions in Courcay Rovers,

From the start, they impressed and

LA
.

0 |

-
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Best seat in the house, as residents on Castle Road watch Glen Rovers and Sarsfields.

Another push
for the Punch
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Courcey Rovers’ 5avirse McCarthy is tackled by Douglas’ Mairead Mulrooney.

were thoroughly deserving of the title.
You sometimes need a bit of luck to get
over the line in champlonship gamoes bt
Courceys didn’t need it They had strong
wins in all games.

Some clubs got an extra game In round
four and that was a benefit before heading
Imo a quarter-final.

For the likes of Eire
competing at senior level they wonld have
waleomed the games. Az it burned out
they went from an apening round win
straight toa quarter-final, where o their
eredit, they did well agalnst Doriglas,

Mowcestown In thelr first year senlor
had three good games.

A heavy first round defeat to Killcagh

vethem a backdoor path where they en-
E‘.ﬂ:ﬂ a strong victory over Imokilly be-
fore losing in round four to champlons
Courcey Rovers,

Allin all, thoy'll be happy with how
thetr first season played ool for them,

2018 champlons Sarsfiolds scomed {0
siruggle from the outset in g,

They had an spening round defest to
Glen Rovers and while defeating Clough-
v i the logers rownd Tostoul to Douglas
after extra thme in round four,

recently back

Emer Fennell was o hupe loxs, not only
for her strength and scoring prowess bat
for her leadership qualities and Sars need
a spread of those qualities in 2021 to take
another title,

Inniscarra didn’t hit the form of recent
yvears in any of their games and that's o
surprise.

A lot of that team are on the go since
their first senior championship title win
in 2000 and the blte was gone,

Niamh MeCarihy was a blg loss hui
come final day [ don’t think there was
anything galng to stop Rovers from tilking
thedr frst thile,

There ks stlll plenty of & backbone in the
Inniscarra squad to come again where
they'll need an injection of four or five
strong underage plavers to come through.

Glen Rovers will be disappointed with
thelr performance agiinst Innigcarra in
the quarter-final while 51 Finbare's wore
oh 50 close to reaching their first final
simce D004,

They fstd more scoring forwards to do
21 8

2021 is @ new season which we look for-
warnil to it with any number of clubs again
capable of taking the Punch Cup home.




Young Imokilly

women show the hu

nger to compete at top

CAMDGIE TGS R e e TS e - . _
= d i _* R L e s played whon resiriclions ane
= Mary Mewman Ehed and before 2021 compali-
tions gob under way,
Dua to the unprecadented siu-

LIKE all the other divisions |
i md-
kilty were geared up and

ation 1he dedstons U1S and U3
fearmis found themsabeas o the

1o go for a busy 2020 season but WIG
ng end of lockdown, tha
u“;ll-nnuna, Covid 19 put paid Under 15 team wena luck as theny
- “im|ﬁ||b ﬁf ir plans but never did g 1o play a tea gamos
Ml:m ﬁmmm many posi- :g?;umt iy dhl-t:si:rn:ll COUNAET-
he season. while the U13 leam had
"'é:'f“'f the guidance of Chairman IV CRAM.
i Kﬁﬂ_ﬂ-&ﬂy Secretary Lor- Daospite the dElicud circur:
raine O Connell, treasurer, Vin- stances the anihusnsm wis vory
cant Cashman, PRO Linda evhdent and numiborns at training

Cashman and commities
mambars Maria Dinan, Pat Mel-
lefnck, and Ger bc

wire exceptional for both teams.
Huge et must go 1o each and
evary club who turned a veny di-

decided 1o field & senlor leaiT 1o fizult sibeation into one of salaly
partcipate n the county c The Imokilly senior team that participated in the S E Systems senior camogie champienship. bty koo itz
B nina .
] Thia hard work i
EEE{M Elmnlul'gr would !.I:I-GI-B:HH:HHH. ATty mm%mﬂmmm ﬁnﬂ mlmiupmb'.r::aﬁ mm ﬂbﬂhﬂn lockdowns and oy clulb Mhlmm:ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ: o
i Ed. championship back 2006 credit gev evenything e o warg somelhing that i
s E:mﬁ:mﬁunw 'ti‘ll.a-u111nd* ?ﬁr:n u.;lhﬁg gw: :Fﬂn Wmmw imnmmm the divi- enjoyed by the very ﬁ:ung:ﬁ m:rm all “;tﬁi with m:‘l
ﬂﬁ%ﬂ;ﬂn{aﬂﬁ firss Hﬂ.r:!ﬁm mm a thrilling fyﬁ.]gw Witha hﬁﬂ;ﬂh&mmﬂmﬁ Fﬂtﬂ:;;ﬂrHIma numberofl  Unfortunately things were mun- ﬁrﬁ all rainang Wﬁfmﬂlf::
racond SMangence minar gr WESS 8 young ears Imokilly re-introduced an ing well whan the Covid Silu- hedd in sal ing) peods
row of titles from 197210 1976 Chubs within the division and sices but they showed huge be- Ui ek v Lo
_ sague to be run in.con- ation worsened and so the final  The effor put in not just in bm
Wi suporb oams ratlsaures  chbs uchasAghadaand lefandpaseic, ey et Sean  [CIOGIITRCE SIS, o ndotimestadiobepuon o e ad o
i : ; § / i hold, gsions through the coun
mmp:j&.mnnr_ Mary O'Leary holds once again the decision lost out bt it was onio thelosers  was a testament 1o the growing  This was a huge disappointment tigerual 1n-rgaﬁlha Inasran%?:m
Mnlumr;-an;f oy was made 15 contest the cham- round whera they met Newces-  numbaers in all chubs in East Cork for all the clubs who had worked b underestimated, The lang
aa'ﬂﬁihm e E'E-a sgaining  pionship in 2020. town who were making a return  and it was excellent o see all the 0 hard keeping everybody sale  hours put in by officials balore &
dlﬂmnmm mﬁgﬂ'lngrml This was a huge challenga bul 1o the senior grad having won clubs Belding 1eams in most of whilst getting thedr games played  ball was siruck was immenss as
ierpads s ﬁmmer thiere was huge dedermanalion the Inermadiale champéonship Bge groups. antime butthe division s hoping  they ensured the safety of their
a0 amﬂ b mwung_m of players i 2015, Some clubs even managed fo that they wil ba in a position 10 players and mantors and it was a
afina they host out the guidance of a dater- In & ough batlle Newcestiown run @ bew LG games in the short ol out their final and get them all job well done by all,

Cork’s Meabh Cahalane after
the game against Kithenny.
Pictare; CANPHO L2l Gea
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SUCH is our history in camogie in
Cork at sentor level that we expect io
win All-Irelands every year.

At the very least we expect to bein
the last two and that's why losing last
year's All-Ireland semi-final to Kil-
kenny was disappointing.

For the second year in a row Corlk
fall at the semi-fnal stage but it's not
all doom and gloom; Cork will still be
in the top three in 2021. Last year was
digappointing for them in many ways
in that they were in prime position to
win the league before the competi-

Hon was cancelled.
'l‘hegahad. two postponed games
due to bad weather o both O and

Clare and then Covid-19 Kicked in.
Cork would have expected to win
those two games, in fact they only
needed to beat Offaly to qualify, and
their final opponents would have .

beon Tipperary.
Emk?gimite the introduction of a

few new players, at that point would
have been favourites to win the
league but I think the biggest regret
wasg not having those three games a3
a rif in to the championshipsrup-
tions and issues due to the pandemic.

Cork weren't too far nmir in both
gami-finals. In 2019 they lost by a
point to eventual champions Galway.

Their short passing game caught
them as they couldn’t shake Gal- "
way's intensity and were overturned e
many times. i

Last year it was by two points ti
sventual champlons Kilkenny in a

A (N T
ER LT, L
to confirm a return to collective

further notice. _
training date.

foctively taken out of the game.
Al eollective ‘on fiekd” camogie ac-

Wedon't have the physigue Lo com-
I think Tipperary could have a

pete for 50/50 balls in a lot of posi-

game they had more than enough e bigger say this year. While still hav-  tivities (training and competitive)  For the moment, senior intercoun-
on to win. Cork started that "oty oe coeed and we need to capl-  ing a fair bit to do in terms of condi- are suspended until further notice.  ty players may train on an individual

hasis only.

CAA ¢lub grounds must stay
Mo training is currently permitted

tioning they lined out in the semi-
closed and obwiously club games are

talise on that, Cork’s management : _
final without Aishling Moloney and

Eame o brightly and played it fast
= would fieel that their forward division

r the opening 20 minutes or s0.

They played direct, took scores from " g long deliveries  Nicole Walsh, two huge players. not permitiod. for any other intercounty panels (e.g.
Idistance and raced into a 1-3 1o no lﬁ?h:'nﬂnﬁuﬁr;ﬂu alshlf:ﬂ'lpaﬂhls They lost the semi-final to Galway For inter-county the specific  minor/under 1G/development
yecore lead. But Kilkenny started 10 g, by st points and should those guidelines are that at present, o aids).

settle and Cork's pattern changed. 'As mentioned they moved away p{'nyer& Eg‘unz i 2021 they'll be there  adult intercounty collective/ group It widely known that some cotn-

ties across all codes were breaking
the guldelines in 2020 1o either get a
head start or because they were
afraid that the opposition were get-
king a head start on them.

It's erucial now that managaement
and players follow them 100%.

camogle training I8 permitted.
Given the current growth rates in
virus iransmission In both Jurisdic-
tions, the date for adult inter-county
resumption of training I8 under re-
view. Countles will be informed as
soon as there is any change to this —

When Orla Cronin and Chloe Si-

person were scoring from out aroumnd

‘thn 40 Cork were well in control af

the game. When deliveries started to

,‘Eyl.gu inside they ltrulizslzﬁd, Kilken-

s full back line excelled.

8o, it"s not as ifeverything needs to

change bat some things should.

or thereabonts.

This new year ks starting as unpre-
dictably ash March. In line with
the GAA, the camogle association
has issued advice to clubs and coun-
thes for activities that are permissible
and not permissible in 2021 until

from that In the first 20 minuies
against Kilkenny and seoring from
out around the & is good bt too few
are doing it and a way must be found
to get inside their line in particular
winning ball because you can't ex-
pect to win if one of your lines is of-



‘It was the year female
athletes had the confidence
to speak up about issues in
their sport and society’

Monday's Examiner Sport podcast focuses on women's sport. As part
of a wide-ranging discussion on progress and problems and the
impact of the 20x20 campaign, our guests select a highlight of 2020
and wishes for women's sport in 2021.

Louise Galvin

Ladles footballer, Sevens rugby
B be e aked

physiotherapist).

MY HIGHLIGHT
It was one of the lockdown days when sport
was back up and running and myself and my

hushand watched En -France in roghy,
Armagh-Mayoin football, and the Katie Taylor
fight. All ladies sport, all brilliant. Inter-

pational, amateur, team sport, individual
sport. And at the end of the day, he turned to
me and said, ‘that was brilliant”, It was all on
the TV, we could see it. If you build it, they will
eore and T went to bed thinking we're really
getting places, there was such talent on dis-
play. And obyviously, Katie Taylor winning
again, a national treasure, and the pride as-
sociated with that.

MY WISH
Obwiously, fun for sport in general will be
dumhrﬂhdﬂfmmsmﬂlhnwthmm
male sport doesn’t sulfer more than male sport
because of that, or that we don't lese some of
m& thm:]t;m‘i’n r:ﬁ::img:_an?m.
Ruaghy s huge driv been in in-
vesting in the women's game. Obvicusly,
Warld Bughy are podng to be running into
trouble, because of games cancelled, bums on
seats not being thers, and 1 hope that doesn't
fall back on the women's game specifically.
And the same in all sports. My wish iz we &
e a step back because of the pandemic.

Cliona Foley

{Sportswriter]

MY HIGHLIGHT

Dne of the things that really encou me
this was athletes ot The
'llm hmmﬂ:.nnmnf rpewcullmtl;ra bar-
paining agreemen uches brilliamt ma-
ternity cowver, all kinds of things they weren't

entitled to before, Butalso they were one of the
first organisations to come out on Black Lives
Matter, and wore Breonina Tavlor's name on
the back of every team jersey. Maomi Osaka
was another example, Nadia Power and Gina
Akpe Mu;lgs on l.‘r:{nhmui;m ﬁm Amy ﬂ‘l:[:nn-
nor speaking up, Aishling EY & ng
up, female athlates having the confl to
speak up about issues in their sport and so-
clety. That really encouraged me and the ot
they got ﬂM.lc'ulln.'m"il,g«!l":l-rLt and were rightly
-

MY WISH.
I'mreally encouraged by a story coming ont of
Ameriean soccer, The team into the
MWSL, probably in 2022, At the moment the
name is Angel City, & women's soocer leam
mng ant of Los Angeles, Matalie Portman (s
v, a lot of tech and online .who
have decided that women's foothall is worth in-
vesting in. Serena Willians is a sharchoblder,
amd her daughter, possibly the youngest share-
holder in a pro team. Some actresses as well,
It"s really interes the crossover befween
art and sport and i :
ﬁh that zer potential for & women's team
are willing to invest in it, that's what
women's sport needs golng forward.

Therese O'Callaghan

(Irish Examiner GAA writer, All-lreland
Camoghe winner)

SeXIoE sport belii played. The months whiefe
g sport being played, The months w
we had no live sport made us all realiss how
miuch a part of our life sport is. For all age
brackets, but particularly for older people, An-
other highlight was the stresming of matches. 1
thought the fun at a lot of club matches, where
they were done locally, was great, the erajcand
the excltement. And those videos were playved
over-and over, What the GAA did within their
communities as well, when there was no sport,
ﬁml into pharmacies and collecting prescrip-
ns, bringing food to people.

ﬁ\'ﬂ!H ‘s keeps going in the right di
L women s sport ng In the right dl-
rection, but that it keeps growing on merit and
we don’t have to be constantly pushing it. One
of the frustrations Is how there ks always press-
ure o a women's game to be & pesd spectacle.
Camogle was my sport and I still foel nervous
atWhthﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ&thaufs going to
b or it"s not going to be a spectacle,
because this iz our showcase. 1 feel tnder
pressure watching women's games thai it has
to be a spectacle so people will talk positively
about it. That docsn’t happen In men's games.

Eoghan Cormican

{irish Examiner staff writer)

MY HIGHLIGHT

Tt was fantastic to be able to watch the Cork ca-
moghe final on live stream, and the Galway
final Irang my sister that evening specifically
o talk about the Galway final. I was in Cork,
sho was in Galway, that just never would have
happened before. That's one of the positives o
comme out of Covid, Then there was the Ireland-
Dkraine soccer infernational. The pesult wasa
diisaster, but the day of the game, T haven't seen
afemale game to draw that much attention.

B ent g e stmtos
it'sa g that some
happened, Cork-Galway, what hngepmed in
Cahir with the dual players. Maybe a line has
Bean drawn In the sand and we will never go
back. Going forward, just incremental im-
provement. [t sounds very simple, but that
shotild be the goal. We always look at the ladies
foothall final crowd and it jumps every year.
I'd be very much for just incremental improve-
mﬁgl in all areas, in terms ul'ﬁjéuﬂll:ln:gh]:n. amd
fa coverape. Steady as she goes, Othors
rrdghtn'[t Like that, bat I think it's the best path
forward.

Linda Collins
to lead the
Cork senior
camogie
team

CAMOGIE
# Mary Newman

CORK County camogio
champions Courcey Rovers have
pamed Linda Collins as Cork
senior capialn for the 2021

The nifty corner forward will
led the county's ehallenge (o
bring the O'Duffy Cup back to
Leeslde for the first time since

18,

Collins first came o promi-
nemee as 4 young player with
Courcey's underage teams and
her pobential was quickly spoited
as she graduated to 1h1:_T.'-lrI‘|w'.
under 16 and then the minor's
suads.

She guickly became  player to
keep an eve on.

ast to the ball her reaction
time is superb and her movement
when in possessions makes her a
hand il for any defender.

She has a wonderful eye for
goal and once is possession is
'ﬂi!nr hard tos stop moving at light-
ning speed. _

She has a decelvingly fast and
skilful burst of speal.

Linda iz no stranger to All-lre-
land finals having playved in
mitnor and intermediate deciders
bafore winning her first senior
meedial in 2008 as Cork won in dra-
matic eircumsiances as an in-
jury-time Orla Cotter froe proved
the winmer.

Linda is teaching in Summer-
cove Matlonal School and helped
her club Courcey Rovers iake
thelr first senior county title
contributing 1-5 of har sides tally
as they brushed aside the chal-
lenge of Inniscarra to be
crowned champions for the first
time in their twenty one yoear his-

Tory.

%e began her comogie cireer
in Ballinaspittle Mational school
where along with most of her
classmates she went on to join the
Tocal camaqgie club,

Despite the family having no
real connections in the game
Linda, her sister Theresa and
brother Liam became deeply in-
volved in playing with the club
and thelr mum Geraldine is now
also very much invalved in the ca-
mogbe club and is o member of b
f:lui's commities and has also
acted as a delegate to the county

Courcey Rovers mentors Kovin
Hannon said they were delighted
to put the name of Linda Collins

a5 captain of Cork.

Wi are delighted (o nominaie
Linda as captain of the Cork sen-
for team for 2021," Hannon said.

Mt is a huge honour for our
elubyas county champions and we
wish her and the team well in the
season ahesad,

“eho will do & greal Job for the

tenm.”

Weldon is
new PRO

of camogie
board

CAMOGIE

m John Bohane

LOUIZSE WELDON ha ¥
appointed ag the new l'?tlfﬁ"ull
the Cork Camoghe Board.

The Blackrock elub
member is looking forward to
het-lncw r;:nh.

1 am looking forward to
i:aﬁm:lhug.tl am ﬁnl‘l%mn’h.- there

great committes in place
which will be a big help. "

“I hawe worked with a good
few of them down in recent
years which is also very
beneficial. The grassroots an
the structures are very strang
in Cork. There is also great
support from the clubs
throughout the county which
is a great help.

“This ensures Cork camogie
is so0 strong and successful "
sald the county board official,

Louise brings a wealth of ax-
perience to her new adminis-
tritive role, Loujse oasely

served on the Cork Juvenile
| Baoard .

she has also served as a
PRO for Blackrock and she
wis formerly a PRO amnd secre-
tary with Seandun. :

Louise who has always been
a keen photographer §s deter-
mined to bring more exposure
b camaghe.

"l always turn up ot
matches and start snapping
nway. The players and thelr
parents love seelng tha pic-
tures of them in camagie ae-
thom,

o f gtwc-n the plavers and
thelr elubs a sense of Mentity

| amd it raises their profile,

“1t Is ereating awareness
and it gives them a platform. It
i5 very important that the girls
JBEI'E!“DHI there and they are vis-

“They deserve the recognd-
tlon, Promofing the sport and
petting it owt thers s kev.

“We havo so many talented

mwttl;{in the connty and
we n fo Reep promoeding it
Another aspiration of mine ks
to ensure we keep as many
glrls plaving sport as possible,

“It is crueial to Reep Kids
plaving sport. They need to
have a focus.”

Ballincallig club afficial
Mairead Donovan has been
appointed the new chaie of the

rk Camoghe Board.

Louise is full of praise for
the experienced adminis.
irator.

“She will be excellent. Mai-
read reminds me of Rose Aa-
lone. 5he has a wealth of
knowledge and she will bring
great energy, experiise and
drive to her new robe,"

The 20x20 concept which
wis designed to create 8 more
inclosive and healthier [re-
land has proved a hugs sue-
eNas sinoe i wis inftinted.

Lanize s full of praise for
the many role models within
Cork Camoglie who have
halped entioe o many plavers
ko bk up playing camogio,

W are 50 fortunale to fkave
so many role maodels, Last

I r-ear'g caplaln Amy O'Connor

a brilliant player and am-
basaador for the sport,
Gemma O'Connor is another
inaplration.”
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Jerry Wallace after the All-lreland

look to minorand U16
Management teams

DESPITE the on- i WEFLCEy
tainty Eurruundﬁ‘:gnﬁ:-:turea
and schedules of competitions
at all levels, the Cork Camogie
Board recently ratified thelr
slections committees for the
Cork minor and U16 teams
and it comes as no surprize to
see both Jerry Wallace and
Donie Daly continue in their
rales.

Both were involved with
their respective sides in 2020
and it was a hugely digsap-
peinting season for both.

The cancellation of all
pEames because of the continu-
ing health restrictions came
jas o huge disappointment to
the Cork under 16 camp that
were focused and ready for a
Munster final against Water-
ford when the first round of
restrictions were imple-
mented just days before the
final.

The Ule championship was
to take place in July but this
didn't even get started, the
hope was there that the prov-
incial final would have bean
played and given now that al-
most a year has passed it is
hard to see this happening.

It was a stightly different
seenaric with the minor side,
they had played two round of
championship when restric-
tions came into force, we then
had the Camogie Association
making the strange decision
not to allow the competition
be finished when restrictions
were lifted as they decided to
cancel the minor champion-
ship which was half way com-
plirted and give the go ahead to
the J16 championship to

As it worked out this did not
happen with round two re-
strictions coming into fiorce as
the under 16 was aboiit to got
under way.

The Association had de-
clded to allow the minor prov-
incial competitions to be com-
pleted and Cork were looking
forwanrd to a Munster final but
this alzo fiell by the way side.

As with the Munster under
16 competitions it i now look-
ing as tf the minor final for
2020 may never be played,
What a pity if all of these
players are to lose out on a

schance to win a provineial
championship but such are
rrh‘l_‘ time we now find our-
selves living In.

Jerry Wallaeo i8 no siranger
o (FALA followers, a3 Manager

‘ul'lljm-ir. minor team in 2018 he
uwided them to the couniles
Tirat ever All-Ireland Sanor
"tithe with a 0-18 to 1-11 victory
over Galway.
In 2016 he repested (he feat

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

as Cork overcame Clare with
an impressive 3-15 to 2-12 vie-
tory and It was all systems o
for three in a row in 2020 until
Covid put paid to it all.

A hugely respected official
Jerry formerly managed the
Antrim senior hurling team,
the Midleton native was physi-
cal trafner with the Cork sen-
ior hurling team that won
back-to-hack All-Treland tiiles
in 200k arncl 2005,

He went on to work with
both the Antrim and Limerick
senior hurling teamas as well
as belng invelved with Kerry
club Ballyduff where he led
them to back-to-back county
titles in 2080 and 2011.

He managed and coached
his club Midleton senior hurd-
ing team from 2015 to 2017
where he successfully guided
g Lo L g PIEL Fie Alos s
ing n 201 & also er-
Joved a zpell with Glynn-Barn-
towm of Weecford In 3017,

Jerry will be jolned by Mi-
chael Boland who will coach
the side, the Carrigtwohill
mative lead Courcey Hovers to
their first senior camogie title
In 2020, Mark O'Sullivan from
Midleton, Michaal Walsh
Midleton, Sonya Walsh Glen
Rowvers and Orla Hallihan
Castlelvons make up his back
room team with Louise Wal-
don county PRO as county
hgard Haison officer.

2021 will be the fonrth sea-
son for Daly to be invalved
with the Cork Ul6s as side he
guided to All-Ireland honowrs
fin 3019 he Arst got involved at
inter county level in 2016
whin b was aipruached fi
take charge of the Cork Jun-
Fors team a team that went on
to take the Munster ttle.

His iz joined on his back
room team by selectors John
Moloney from Newtownshan-
drum, Messie 0" Sullivan, Bal-
lincollig, Conor Desmond
from Sarsfields, Michello
Gould 5t Vincent's and Steven
O'Mahony who has been the
girength and conditioning
conch with the skde.

Thay will be joined in a L-
aison capacity by the county
board registrar Barina Foley
from this Midleton cluly,

Whilst the Senior and Inter-
mediate managements teams
are as yet not finalised or rati-
fied it is widely anticipated
that both Paudie Murray and
Mark Me MeCarthy will ke
continuing in their respactive
roles with this to be clarified
and then ratified by the board
in the coming wesks.

Cork camogie manager, Paudie Murray, wants to continue in the job.

PAUDIE Murray has informed the Cork
County Camogle Board that Imr!sﬂaaﬂrui-
pared to stay as senior manager for 3

The management are vet to be ratiffed
by the board. Matters are slower this vear,
because of Covid-19.

Typically, Cork would be training now,
bt group activity is on hold, with players
training alone, Murray has indicated that
if ratified, he will be reviewing his panel
for 2021, We are also still waiting for the
inter-county fixtures to be finalised,

‘There have been a mumber of changes
fo the camogie board for 2021, some
cause of term limits.

Mary McSweeney stepped down as
chairperson. She did a tremendoeus job
and a knowledgeable replacement has
been found in Ballincollig's Mairéad
O Donovan. Mary will remain as a
mamber of GPC will, ro éhosriyt, 51111 bee
a regular presence at Castle Roacd.

Vice-chair is Ballinora's Rachel Wy-
cherley, Tracey Sheghan remaing &5 sec-
retary, and Marlan McCarthy as treas-
urer. Midleton's Darina Foley 15 regisirar,
Esther O Leary continues as development
officer, and Blackrock's Loukse Weldon ks
the new PRO,

It's & good mix of board regulars and ad-
difions, signalling continuity as well as
mew ideas. Louisa intends to promote
well-belng and mental-health awareness,
particularly among younger players, and,
in conjunction with Blackbee and Jigsaw
Cark, will be staging a 5k run on the last
weekend of February. The 5k will be
called Camdn Corcaigh and funds raised
will be split between Cork Camogie and
Jigsaw Cork,

Ann Dalton, Kilkenny's most versatilo
player over the past 15 seasons, has re-
tired from inter-cou mﬁr camogie, She
witlks away with two All-Iréland senior
titles and six All-Star awards. ,

Dalton caused the opposition massive

r . SR o -
| s - ﬁ—t*‘
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Cork’s Chloe Sigerson, with Kilkenny's Ann Dalton and Anna Farrell. Dalton is retiring from the

inter-county game.

roblems regardless of her position, mov-
?HE from rlrf-:lgt-n::n to mbdfield to forward,
where she got the important goal for Kil-
kenny in their All-Ireland semi-final vic-
tory over Cork in Paire Ul Chaoimb. Kil-
kenny trafled by six poinis in the opening
half, only to be & point ahead at half time,
bocause of Dalton's goal. Dalton, 33 in
May, is a huge loss to the Cats, and big
boets to fill. .

Limerick Camogle have confirmed
Knockalney native Pat Byan as their new
inter-counly manager.

Ryan iz to take charge of the senior and
jundor teams. His appeintment was con-
firmed at a [dmerick County Hﬂi_ﬂ“ﬂ mreel-
ing on Monday night. _

A former hurler whe also managed his
Ioeal Knockainey team, Ryan will bring a
wealth of experience to the rale. A bank
official, when work took Ryvan to Balfast,
in 2019, he was Antrim senior camogis
manager and coach to the Rueens Univer-
sity camoglbe side, When work took Eyan
io Co Kerry, from 2013 to 2015, he was
manager of senior club side, Canseway,
and waz involved with the Kerry minor
hurlers that won the 2013 All-Treland
MHC B tithe

fiyan will look to steady the ship after a
sammewhal turbulent ported for Limerick

Picture; INPHOYLaszlo Gecn

camogie, which ineluded nine players
from thi 2019 panc] withdrawing ahead of
thee R0 campaign,

Limerick showed promise up to a few
years ago, but it all fell asunder. They lost
all three of their 2020 championship fix-
tures. There are a lot of problems, soemda of
which wiere publicly aired last sear,

Relationships have to be reboilt, prl-
marily betwoen the board and players,
and how the players foel they are being
trested will have to be addressed, There's
a long road ahead, befors Limerick get
bk o the heights of three or four vears
il

j‘:ihwunde-r if games will be streamed
agaln this year, even If crowds are per-
miktded to attend. The volume of viewers
far oxceaded the numbers that atfend
games [n person and strcaming brought
camogle 1o a much wider audience.

4,000 were logged in to view the Cork-
versus-Wexford group game. You'd be
fucky to ot 200 o attend in person. Many
people tuned in to counties outside of
ihelr own and there's certalnly scope Lo
continue this service.

People that normally atbend games 10
person will still do so, while many othérs
will viow remotely and that can only be a
win for the game,



Cork boss to
stay in charge
of Rebels

for tenth
consecutive
season

BY DENIS HURLEY

WHILE the official ratifica-
tion won't take place until he
has his management team in
place, Papdie Murray will be
backas Cork camogie manager
for 2021, making it a decade in
chnrge.

The need to replenish his off-
field set-up is necessitated by
the fact that key figures have
moved on to the Cork minor
hurling and football manage-
ments, but Murray sees that
as a positive and hopes that
it shows prospective newcom-
with the camogie team can be
valuable.

“Inormally goto shake things
up anyway and Twill be doing it
this year, he says.

“Il'we look at our manage-
ment team from last year, Mar-
tin ('Brien has a new role as
coach of the minor foothallers,
50 he's gone.

“We're delighted for him and
wish him well and hope that
he has a successful time there.
He's in the minor football set-
up and on the minor hurling
side you have Wesley (¥Brien
and Niall McCarthy, who were

ﬁmﬁn,mtbﬁm:ﬂmﬂ-

it

1 think it's great. From my
own point of view, when I'm
20ing out to look ar people
nw, they can see that there is
a pathway there to other things
as :;u. Three people involved
m the minor set-ups this year,
who have been involved with us
before~that has to be positive.

Th:ymrjuf;mmrﬂuﬂ:

out of the All-Treland
championship at the semi-final
stage by Kilkenny - the first
tme since 2010 and 2011 thar
the Rebels have missed two it
nals in'a row.

However, it wasn't necessar-
iy a difficult decision for Mur-
ray = who has guided Cark 1o
four sendor All-Irelands
Hﬂ?nemfheh&u—mmm

Tt's well.-dl:u:h umented at the
moment that Cork is going
through o rebufldi phase,
i ng .

I was very excited starting
out kast year with the new play-
ers that came in but the Conicl
hit s and probably killed any

—_— -

o
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‘it would be our third time rebuilding a team that had
won an All-ireland and that is our focus’

—Paudie Murray, Cork senior camogie manager

ing to gather at that stage.

"We really needed the sum-
mer to bring the younger girls
uptospeed, but we had Hitle or
no time with them. That was a
bit of a downer on our side.

Then, we're back, elib cham-
pionship starts and we're look-
ing at little time to work with
them. A lot of things happened
and then, as well as that, you
had four major injuries leading
into the championshigp,

You had Gemma O'Connor,
whi hiad a punctured lung; Julia
White had a fractured knec-
cap; Saoirse McCarthy tore lig-
aments in her shoulder and Lib-
by Coppinger tore ligaments
in her ankle. If you take all of
those things into account, we
were fighting an uphill bagtle,

"From my point of view then,
I'm quite determined to rebudld
the team. It would be our third
time rebuilding a tenm that had
won an All-Ireland and that is
Our focus,

‘I think we're nearly there.
We will have changes again
this year, no question about it
We're bringing in some young-

er girls and our goal is 1o leave
Cork camogie in a better po-
sition compared to where we
gotit’

In that regard, is time the

most impoertant ingredient?

‘I'think it is,” Murray says, ']

think you have to be very pa-
tient withit

“This is our third year in-
volved in this process and you
have to be patient, We never
putany pressure on the young-
e girls coming in - we normally
say that it can take up to three
years for somcone to make it.

‘Some make it before that
and some don't, but they have
1o be given time. We've a couple
of very good girls coming again
this year, soit's key that they
take the step and it's key that
last year's girls take another
step forward again and hope-
Fulky that will help us to get toa
final this year,

When that may be, he's giill
unsure.

“The Camogic Associntion
sent out a draft proposal for the
year, he says, "and that was sim-
flar to the normal fixture pro-

Clavasan CARMOCAT
(=T

grammé they had in other vears,

Tt puzaled me, beeause 1 just
couldn’t see how it would work
this year, A lot of counties have
gone back and express their
coneerns with it, sowe are wair-
img for a mew set of proposals.
When that's going to happen, |
dhon’t kndw,

very determined to
complete rebuild of Rebels

‘I nhimk that we have to follow
the hurling and football this
year and give the clubs a chance
in the latter end of the year,

'l don’t know if it's the right
option when things go back to
normal or not but, in the pres-
ent clrcumstances, | don't think
you've any other option,”

"11-’“1.' 9 ¢ 2/

Daly to
lead U16s
for fourth
Season

CAMOGIE

B John Bohane

DONIE DALY has been reap-
peinbed manager of the Cork
16 camogic team far the
fourth suecessive senson,

The Youghal elub man |s
joined by a very strong back-
rooam team of John Moloney,
Mogsie O"Sullbvan, Conor Des.

mond, Michelle Gould and
Seven O'Mahony. He ks book-
ing forward to getting started
when restrictions are lifted,
"W are looking forward to

getting poing again. 2090 was
washout. We beat Tipperary
back in March and that was it
for the vear. In 2009, we wonp
the All-Ireland for the [rsi
time In 16 vears, while in 2018
wie were defeated In the All
Ireland final, There is silll a
lot of uncertainty which
means we won't have our
usual trlal games. We however

—

watched a ot of club games
last September which was
very beneficial.”

Daly is delighted with the
strength of his backroosm team
which boasis i nice mix.

*John Molopey, Mossie and
[ have been together since the
very start. We work vory well
iogether. We take the sessions
togrether and we know what s
required. Conor Desmond was
a groat addition to our team
last year. He has great knowl-
e,

“Michelle Gould has great
cxperienee, She is our goalk-
eeping coach and pets on great
with the players. The final
plect of our coaching team is
Steven O'Mahony who is our
strength and conditioning
coach. He 1% great in his role.”

The struciures and depth of
playing talent within Cork ca-
mogie are csurrently very
strong which has enabled
variows Cork underage teams
to enjoy great suecess in re-
cenl years, *The strectunes in
place are very pood. The now
adlditlons to the boarnd are very
positive. | can seo Cork eamo-
gie petting stronger under
their stewardship

“The future is bright. 17
players fromm last vear's UG
sauad have now advanced to
the minor panel and they will
he competing strongely for All-
Trelamd glory.

“That all feads inte the in-
termediate and senior set up,
Wi are going in the righ! dl-
rection. There is great good-
will frem all the clubs, Theare
ks also great I.II'.IZilE" which i al:
ways Impariani.

[Daly enjosed a strong fard-
ing career with both Youghsl
and Grenagh. He Is pleased o
paiss on hils extensivie coaching
krow bidge o the Cork U6 ch-
miagle players.

*1 gtartod off conching the
Grenagh Junlor ladies cama.
gie tenm in 2000, 1 then gof in-
volved in conching variows

Youghal underage camogie
teams. [ have mixed coaching
with siministrative roles over
glnece with Youghal, | got in-
volved with thae Cork juniors
in 2015, kefore moving o the

Cork U16 team. 1 love coach-
Ing. It is nice to work with

players kean to mprove,”



The

future of West Cork sport

1s safe with these young stars

Daire O'Brien

e | Balinacarriga| 18

helped by the influx of young talent, including Daire, whose stock

WETE trai

moved to full forward mdshcgnhhedmm“tgnﬂfh::ihﬂt
on track - that's no surprise to those who have seen her develop
because she has always stood out. A top-class ball striker,

At school level Daire has captaine from open play and frees,
Heart Clonakilty to numeren Daire's best position is
county, Munster and All-Ireland ~ probably centre back, though
titles, including their 2019 All. she has playedin nearly every
land junior B success. Atelub  other position. She has a great

level with Enniskeane she has won engine, has the ability to turn
titles at Ul4, Ul6 and minor,and  defence into attack in seconds,
the 2020 county intermediate ~ ; and we're told that Daire is often

title, while she has alsa seen at her strongest when
represented Cork at various are in the m:tt]né“;&ul_ R
underage levels and is a player Did you know? Daire won a
the Cork intermediates will Celtic Ross West Cork Sports
surely be looking closely at, Star Youth Award in 2019 after
captaining Sacred Heart 1o an All-
Ireland junior camogie title.

Saoirse McCarthy
: Ballinsg IF 2018 was the year that the young Courcey
~ Rovers forward grabbed headlines with her
=% polein Cork's All-Ireland minor and
intermediate camoge title success, then
SR 2020 was another important stepping
§ stone in her camogie story.
Mot alone did she start for Cork in the
] All-Ireland senior championship quarter-
= #/ final and semi-final, having also played in
18 /oy the earlier national league games against
=0 . Waterford and Kilkenny, Saoirse also
[ helped fire Courceys to the club's first-

Fiona Keating

IT'S going to take something special for Fiona
to top J_'Jt.'rl"l:lﬂ'l.'l'spm'l:ir.lg year = but that's whar
she’s aiming to do.

A rising star in Cork GAA, last season sh
starred for both her club, Courcey Rovers, :s
they won an historic first county senior camogie
championship title and her divisional team, West
Cork, who captured their first Cork senior football
man!pmnsh:p crown. Her importance to both is
highlighted by her player-of-the-march showing for
Courceys (scoring 3-2) in the camegie decider and
:::Il; iﬁt‘-ﬁ?_ﬂiﬂljl‘a;.lf Fﬂr;\trst Cork in the county foot-

mi-final. It's a big ask but she'
the double again in ml%l. R

At inter-county level Fiona was involved with
both the Cork camogie and football senjor set-ups,
m‘_ndshegq: championship minutes under her belt
with Paudie Murray's camogie team. She wants 1o
build on that in the year ahead and get more game-
time,

Possibly she has a better chance of that with
rjmﬂmtcamug_m team, given the competition for
forward places in the football set-up right nosw,

Already we know that Fiona is 2 player for the
big occasion as her GAA CV is packed with player-

of-the-match heroics in the big games - and we
expect that to continue in bath codes,

I:I'}d;ruulmm? Fiona was selected as the 2009
Celtic Ross West Cork Junior Sports Star after

| H mhi w
ever county senior camogie championship winning All-Ireland minor football and camogie

title. :
Now the challenge is far the 20-year-old titles with Cork in 2019,

forward to kick on again this year. She has
the talent, the determination and the work
ethic =and the speedy attacker also knows
where the posts, In Courceys’ run to
; county glory last season Saoirse

scored in every game apart from
the county semi-final and she
: chipped in with 1-1 in
: - the final against
.

Inmiscarri.
Courceys
missed her
cutting

Sl— edge

was injured for their subsequent.

Munster semi-final defeat against Kilnamona.
Did vou know? Saoirse scored a first-half

~goal for Cork against Waterford in their 2030

national league meeting — it was the only goal of

HER second cousin is Ireland's fastest woman Phil Healy but

.. Mewcestown teen star Clara is no stranger to the headlines either

__-_ after her rise to the Cork senior camogie pamne] kast year when she
- was still 18 years old,

e, She made her senior debut in a national league game against Water-
_ —";“1 I ford in carly 2020 and Ciara — the youngest player on the Cork panel
W, for last year's leaguie campaign — wants to build on that breakthrough
B¢ in the year ahead and force ber way into the championship team. The HANNAH'S road bowling recond is, quite simply, pheno

T

menal. This talented Timoleague teen has won her last eight

experience of being last season secing what's Munster underage finals and has D18 (2), L6 (3), UL4 (2) and U12 (1) titles to show, while she is waiting to play the
uy ok SIS pom ot = 2020 Munster U18 final having booked her place in the decider before road bowling was suspended late last year, On

needed highest to her.
it hevel il szttt g top of that, last year, in her first campaign at intermediate level Hannah advanced to the last four and she's also hoging

! A double All-Ireland minor winner (2018 and 2019), and
player of the match in the 2019 county intermediate final, 10 play that score when action resumes this year, , |
¥ the Newcestown forward already has an impressive body of Given it was her first year at intermediate, and she was in action against more expericnced and stronger bowlers,
eamogie work behind her. three-time All-Irefand charmplon Hannah looked right at home and she'll be hard 1o stop at this grade. One of her
targets is get to the senior grade in the next few years.

f With Newcestown heading into their X
= year in the senior championship it's Hannah had also qualified for the Ireland ULE girls” team that was being sent to last year's Evropean Bowling
" the ideal platform for Clara to test Championships in Germany, but after they were postponed it was decided to open the trials process again. Now that
2 herself and improve her she's overage Hannah will try to qualify on the Irish sendor women's team. B

On the GAA front, the Kilbrittain/Timoleague camogle player missed out on her last year as a Cork minar in 2020
: : after the champlonships were cancelled, but she's set 1 line out for her chib and the Carbery division in their 202
' champianship campaigns.
game, up against the best d,w_w know? Hannah won an All-Treband minor camogie title with Corle in 2019,

F in the county. Ciara, wha is in LCE
i dangerous from open play and accurate from placed balls,

Did you know? Ciara hasa Black Tip belt in taekwondao,




Courcey Rovers captain, Karyn Keahane, and Inniscarra captain, Katie

0'Mahany, with referee, Cathal McAlister, before the SE Systems

senior camogie county final.

Creditto

camogie

board for navigating
through difficult season

HUGE credit to the Cork
Camogie board and their
juvenile committes for a sea-
som of excellent championship
competitions in 2020, despite

o pandemic.

With 66 clubs icipating,
from senjor down to the
younger brigade, the tazk
facing the board was not ¢asy.
They were all set to roll with
their league competitions
when the first leckdown
began. They had to plan
ahead.

;  Championship draws were
made and, with the agreement
jof the intermediate and junior
clubs, the format reverted toa
back-door competitlon, whers
F i Y Btk plksd vt 8

ips een pla on &
'Iaagne basis.

Cork Camogie was again
fortunate to have their adult
champlonship competitlons
gpansored by the SE Systems,
with The Echo as player-of-
the-match sponsors for adult
championships. This ook a

shoulders

hngahm'den off the
of the hoard.

Senior Cham '

_Fourteen clubzs and three
divisions went into the draw
for zenjor championship, but
Carbory withdrew, leaving
Seandin and Imokily 46 son-
b
(=it ar went
into round four; Imokilly went
ta the lsers' raand.

Round two threw up a few
surprises. Defending cham-
pions, Sarsfields, were con.
signed to the losers” round, as
(zlen Kovers heat them 0-14 to
1-8, Conrcey Rovers hroshed
aside Cloughduv, Killeagh
overcame Mewcestown, Eﬁ'&

gl the better of Milford,
Inniscarra were too-strong for
Ballineollig, 5t Finbarr's had
four points to spare over
v e e

The losers battled it out In

round three: Ballincollig eox-
ited at the hand of Douglas,
Mewcestown defeated (mo-
killy, the champions, Sars-
fields, defeated Cloughduv,
and Ballygarvan ended Mil-
ford's campaign,

Twelve teams remained and
jwith four — 5t Finbarr's, 'E.l'll-

4 Sé&i‘.bfﬁhu‘mlﬂ ire

— ving a to the

quarier finals, eight contested

(round four. Douglas farced

extra time, thanks to an in-
pury-time Pamela Macke

and went on to knoc

cha lds.

Courcey Rovers overcame

Neweestown; Killeagh ad-

vanced over Ballvgarvan,

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

Extra time saw the Glen
Rowvers girls edge out Sean-
dim, 2-18 to 3-13.

All eyes now were on the re-
maining eight, as the hunt for
the title intensificd. We had
drama before a ball was
struck, as the first champlon-
ship game in any cods in Cork
GAA was posiponed because
of a Covid-19 test, with the
Glen Rovers-versus-Inniscar-

went ahead and Courcey
Rovers got the wpper hand on
&t Catherine’s. Goals were the
difference as 5t Finbarr's hit
Eilleagh for three io secore a
semi-final spot and Douglas
Eﬂ oo much strength for

A week later, Glen Rovers
and Innlscarra battled it out,
with Inniscarra edging it by a

goal,

Semi-finals time and Innise-
arra had to call on all thelr ex-

erience to defeat St Fin-

r's. Co 7 Rovers =et the
weekend alight with a stun-
ning performance, defeating
Dhoatgrlas 2-15 to 2-5 o set up &
repeat of the 2018 final,

County finals usually draw
massive crowds, bat both
elubs had just a small amount
of supporters, because of
Covid-19 restrictions. The
county board went all out to
make it a spectal day and with
the game live-streamed, it
brought the final to those at
home and what a day it was for
Conrrey Rovers.

After 21 vears of playving
senior camogie, they won
their first senior champion-
ship in style. They trailed by
five pointz after 13 minutes
and had vet bo seore when a
brilliant spell zaw them mwrn
the game around to lead 2-8 to
0-5 at half time. They were

B G
mn the excellent Linda

Calling stuck for their fifth
goal, on 52 minutes, they were
nol going to be denbed.

An emotional Karyn Keo-
hane accegle& the senior
championship trophy to tre-
mendous scenes of jubilation,
having sorved the club down
through the vears with huge
determination. She eould not
contain her delight,

Fiona Keating, who gavnd a
tremendous display, in netch-
ing up 3-2, was named The
E:%w plaver of the match, an
aceolade well-deserved,

Linda
Mellerick

A DRAFT Inter-county camogie fxtures
list has been circulating for some time
%,

Tunderstand that connty boards wera to
review the list and resubmit their com-
menis by January 11. At the time of writ-
ing there has been no finalised scheduls
presented but the draflt showed mo split-
seazon between cluband infer-county.
During the week new Galway camogio
chairman Brian Griffin described the
draft inter-county fixtures proposal as
“dizappointing™.

HMoting the camogie association failed to
gauge the mood of its membership, which
he believes would be in favour of a split
seazon, the new chalrman hopes Croke
Park will revisit their proposal,

“1t is disappointing,” said Griffin, *You
would expect they would have looked at It.
They had plenty of time to examine it and
thera wonldn't have been much resistance
from county boards IF they did.

In the camogle association’s 2021 propo-
gal the inter-county competitions would
more or less revert to pre-2020, with the
nattonal leagues running from March (o
May and the All-Treland serles from July
to September.
This would leawe just the remainder of
May and June free for clubs in the Tirst
nine moenths of the year and county man-
ments would still want aooess to their
ﬁgwrs while the Leaving Cert examin-
ations in June would also impact on club
fixtures. Clubs strugele in June due fo
exams and can you Imagine the head-
aches for clubs trying to get their players
during June with inter-county champin-

ship around the corner?
1 revieveed the draft fixtures s couple of
woeks ago and T was really fros with

them. The clubs are completely. over-
loakoed,
First thing that stood out | that all ‘sec-

omd team” counties, who like Cork have &

Inagh Kilnamona's Fiona Lafferty and (ourcey Rove

e = S 2 4

-

sanior team and where thair intarmediats
team is thelr second, are placed in the one
N Nk el T e st
reason [ suspect va o this
is that if restrictions are still in place come
competition time they will cast aside these
players just as they did in 2019 and elimin-
ate them from the competitions. Having
them all in the one group allows them to
csisily do this without upsetting the sthers,
I could be wrong but it's & thought.
it*s 5o disappointing that after a won-
derfil elub senson In 2020, which was
given widespread approval across the
countey from inter-county plavers and
glubs that no effort was made in those
cleaft fixtures Lo try and emolnte it
The beague is starting later, March 6 for
Division 2 and March 13 for Division 1 and
running weekly until May 1 with a replay

8.

The championship games start on July
3 and run weekly nnthl August 1. The
quarter finals are mid-August with the
aemi-finals the 2528 and the All-Treland
final September 11-12 with a replay IF
required the following weel.

Should Cork reach the All-Treland Ninal,
July, August and September are gone
from m club chﬂl‘ﬂ[ﬂﬂhﬂhlr int of view.
The only chance Cork clubs would got

rs’ Jacinta Crowley clash last winter in the Munster dub semi-final.

Corlc’s Ashling Thompson wins the ball from Clare’s Laura McMahon at Péire Ui Chasimh.

‘-._l-rlﬂ E‘J.I:.’

R

Pictimie: Eamon W

plit season
on the agenda

wioaibi be T Cork went the direct rowte and
avaided a quarter-final.

There may e two weeks avallable there
but that's mot good enocugh for clubs.
They're 6 limbo with the unesrialnty
that they may or may not have a game im
August and if not then it's the end of Sop-
tembsr.

The intermediate infer-county cham-
pionahip dates are the same 5o most clubs
will be affected. For Cork theres Hitle op-
portunity to get clubs up and running as
mast would have at Teast one plaver in
oither grade,

Whe didn't ithe association commence
the championship a month earller, in
June? Few adult intercounty teams havo
lesvwing cert plavers and iF they did well
mast of those have the minor champlon-
ship to play in and that"s their grade.

e camogle All-Ireland finals could
aleo have Been brooght forvand but Ilr;ﬂ-'
remain the same which boggles the mind.
Thare could have been a quick win of four
weeks there for clubs,

There are too just many games. Thene
are eleven 11 counties and they are split
imie b Eroups, oo af six and one of five,
5o that’s five and four games respectively
Iefipe sounties even emerge to the knocks
out stages.
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championship received an award,
Siobhan

" Courtney -
captain was recognised for her role
in their county junior B football
championship triumph,

Karyn Keohane - Captain
fantastic at full back, she played a
crucial role as Courcey Rovers won
the club's first-ever COUNTY Senior
camogie championship crown,

Crla Cronin - The Cork forward
was the inspiration -~ and top scorer -
t*hl.nd fhllll-ﬁltmre’s bﬁ“jﬂ.ﬂl’ ml.l.l'lt:l'

the final, again. : .
Cork Premier SFC: Castiehaven, but have one eye on Carbsary

intermediate camogie cham ionship
SUCCESS, 5

In preparation for this vear's
Chm g, De has drafted four new
players into his panel, while six
members on the fringes of last
year's squad have been omitted.

Defender Pamela Mackey of
Douglas, who played with Cork for
12 vears, winning four All-freland
mdalz, has taken a vear out bat
her twin sister, midfielder
Katrina, is available

“The four additlens to our panel
are [sabelle Sheehan of Eire Og,
who plays at midfield or wing-
forward, Inniscarra's Linda
Keane, who is a defender, Cliona
Dooley, Ballinora, who generally
Mays in the full-back line, and 5t
Finbarr's Ashling Egan, who is
also a back. Isabelle, Linda, and
Clkona all have o of play-
I::%mlarwr mrhnd in recent e rﬁ
#n a very u
Wﬁmr the Barrs lExam year,
{"Isabelle is a niece of Lynn

Dunlea, who played with the Cork

camoghe team in 1953, '94 and "65,

and of Stephanie Dunles, who

played with the county from 1985

o 2008, added Murray.

Cork Premiber SHC: Erin's Own. My brother plays with them so fm

afittle bit blased here.
Cork Senlor Camogie: Killeagh. They havea fine young tearm.

Cork Senior Ladles Footbalk West Cork, if they're aliowed to enter.

mtch for In 2021 5t Mary's junior hurlers,

T

=

= Perhaps there's

NO greater story of
sporting resilience
than that of
persistent Maher

All-Ireland medal, joining the

top ter of all-time football
misknl-winners — a Dublin-Korry axis
that includes such house TS 515
Cluxton, Spillane, and Paidi O Sé.

This stat is maybe most impressive in
the case of James McCarthy, who has
started in all eight of his All-Ireland
final wins since 2011, For an outfield
player, that’s some going.

The hurling side of the medals league
tables is similarly populated with
Bt s,

Your Henrys, JJs and Eddbes, and —
harking back to the glorious black and
white days — vour John Doyles and
Christy Rings, And then there’s Rena,
whose dual star status and consistent
brilliance puts her way ahead of the
pack with 18, {You'd have o wonder if
Reno ever wears all 18 All-Ireland
midals around her neck at the same
time? 1 would, I think, if | were her -
didn't crumple under the welght of
glory first.)

We love statz, in sports — it's how we
masire and quantify auceess, after all.
We latch on to those big numbers and
the shiny medals they represent, Bui
what abouk those stars who never won
an All-Ireland?

The list wolild make vou weep. Brick
Walsh, Ken MoGrath, John Mullane,
Paul Flynn.

Mg Canning and Damien Hayes,
Ciardn Carey and Mark Foley. Diar-
mitid Lyng. Anthony Nash, Pat Horgan.
alihough there’s hope for him yet
Declan Browne. David Brady, and all
his fellow countvmen besides,

1t's a particular quirk of the GAA.
belng tied fo county boundaries, that so
many of the best can go thelr whobe ci-
reers withowt carning the game’s hig-
hast honour. In most sports, if von are
an ontrageous talent you will be
srapped up by a siceessfiol team at
some stage in your career. Not the case
with the GAA.

Just as thire are outstanding playvers
with no All-lreland titles, there are
average playvers with All-Ireland
medals in their back pockets,

Yo can be in the right place a1 the
right time, and be swep along in th
winning streak of a powerinl panel.

[ am one of those, picking up an
All-Ireland eamaogie medal as 2 substi-
toate im 2004, my first year up senior and
the kst time that T'Lp?erary were cham-
pions. 1 think often of the stars in Tipp
camogie since — the Cait Devanes and
the Mary Ryans — who are far more de-
sorving of that accolsde,

And then there's the ratio: When
sour All-Ireland medals ave vastly out-
numbered by your All-Ireland defeats,
Hilkenny's Anme Dalton, one of the
game's all-time greats, announced her
retirement recently with two All-Ire
land medals to her name, which is no
mean haul.

When you consider, though, that she
o5t six Minals — including three ina
row firomm 201 7-19 — it°s remarkable that
she had the fortitude to come back and
secure her secoml tithe in 20240,

A brilliant note on which to bow oot,
Parhiaps there's no greator story of
(s?-m-ri resilienee, though, than that of

alway s Thérdse Maher, It vas a joy 1o
wakch her get the Paochira Gael treat-
mient thies werk g by,

A relatable figure, she recounbed the
familiar hallmarks of a GAA upbring.
ingr: The famidly bore about the time you
got tossed in the air by an excitable
dad om the terrace; learing out
the back for pucks after
watching your heroes on
The Sunday Game, learn-
ing the hard lesson thal
the closer you are to the
ﬁnmu, the safer you'll

AST month, a number of Dublin
footballers claimed their eighth
|

il

ilHur e k8 AN em-
bodiment of the pros-
ress that lias been macle

by eamogie in recent
dlecmdes,
Bhie began her career

Just as there are

outstanding

players with no
All-Ireland titles,
there are average
players with
All-Ireland medals in
their back pockets.
You can be in the
right place at the
right time, and be
swept along in the
winning streak of a
powerful panel

0 & trunented Piich with 12 plivers o
sinbe, and Minksied it in the modern e,

She was drafted onto the Galway
senlor pane] as o serappy 1S-varald,
somethinge whibch % ol alloved W,
even al club level.

She was miner eaptain af the tine;
this was when mimer in camogie moeant
U6, not 18

Shie ot her first start inan Alllve
land final In 1928, which waz alzo the
Tirst vear ever that the camogie finnl
wias broadeast live.

She struck three long-ringe points
Trom mbdfiedd that day, and though
Galway ultimately Inst to Cork, for 17-
vear-okd Maher the fuiure must have
secmed bright. But she wouldn't make
it back to Croke Park for anoiher 10
VEATS.

HERE were more heartbreak-
ing Mnal defeats tocome: 2008,
again o Cork, by five; S0, io
Wexford, by two; 211, a
carbon copy of the previous year,

As she described on Loochra Gl
that twice-in-n-row defeat o Wextond
was the hardest 1o take; she was
30 years alil and had pleyed in Nve
All-lreland finals without sicoess,

There's always next year until thore
{snt, But as her mother had tobd her
shortly before hor death in 2008: *Soma-
thing tells me you won't stop until you
win one.

Even before the 2013 final, she
decided it would be her lnst game [or
Crilway,

She finkshed up hor ier-county ca-
reer as an All-lreland champion amd
player of the year, having more or jess
igiven hall her life to Galway camaoge,
The iconic image of her Falling (o her
leness ot the final whistle, 5 consters
nation of emotion on ber fce, sums up
jwhnl that All-Ireland medal meant o

15T,

Manie it stands, And that's akay —
more than okay.

Glorlous, even,

She's sill playing. “The term ‘one
life, onerclub’ definitely doesn't apply to
me,” Maher sdmits at the end of the epi-
sode, and it's true — at club Jevel, you
can b in control of your fortunes a bit
more than at conniy.

Having played for Loughres Sham-
rocks in her youth, she transferred to

Athenry in 2003 when Shamrocks
went down to Sonbor 3,
“1 wanted to keep playing
senior camogie,”

She has been playing
with Athenry for 17 years
v, winning four coun-
iy titles along the way.,

“hiy sister Imelda
played until the age
ol 46, she pdded,
inikleating that her clieh
ritirement ks still some
wiy off,

Laong Hve thee qloeen,



Cork minot camogie manger Jerry Wallace,

Wallace has big plans to

JERREY WALLACE has huge
epthuslasm for Gaolic games
and to chat to him 1= a breath
of fresh air

We looked back on the year
gone by and looked ahead 10
what will hopefully M:J?n-uiﬂ.
season whan we will et
hack out on the pitches.

Jorry i o stranger (o0 GAA

followers and in his own
words he ks a “gaclle games -
nntic”

He gives one hundred and
ton per cent to anything he is
jinvolved in and his commit-
ment to the job he takes on it

pwmdﬂenL

Jerry isto mn&ﬂmﬂ?
! i 5 played i
miﬂmﬂ.hhﬂm&untbe

g an e
i I-{ntmlyw:mruumhjmln
Castle Foad but he is liable o
b ot a club game anywhere in
the connty walching, obsery-
ing. al on the leokout for
plavers who would be an asset
0 his

Prior to his involvement
with camogie Jerry managed
the Antrim senter hurders but
he is better known for the role
he played as physical trainer
o thr sentlor buriers that
won back-to-back All-Ireland
titles fn 2004 and 2005

Hie went on io work with the
Limerick senior hitrlers as
will-as Kerry club Ballyduaff
ufhnmhn]a&mmmwﬂ'iﬁm

S0 and 2011.

Jerry and coached
his cluby Midleton's senfor
hurling team from 2016 to 2017

them to win the senior
urting 2 im M5

A spell with Glynn-Barn-
town of Wexlord in 2017 was
alsn slotted in but it was as
mandger of the Cork minor
fesum in 2018 that he made ca-
maogia histery as e guided the
county to our first ever All-
Ireland Minor ttle with a 018
10:1-11 victory over Galway.

In 201% he repeated the feat
as Cork overcame Clare with
an impressive 3-15 to 2-12 vic.

tory something which is hard
to do given the tarnover of
that inevitably ocoiirs
al this level,

Undeterrad it was all sys-
jtems go for three in a row in
2030 until Covid pat paid to it
jall and that brought a lot of
frustration for Wa anid ha
along with a1l the ofher inter
couniy minor managers
b

an appeal
against the decision;

“1t was disa ng, we
l'.ﬁ' et oa G
I ﬁrﬁ £ -

running competi-

Cork ladies back

belong

CAMOGIE

® Mary Newman

tions over a short period of
time but the As=oci-
ation should not have allowed
the difficulties of the pan-
demic or loglstical concerns to
stop a championship that had
started in February Com-

pletion.

As 2021 dawned Jerry again
answered the call and was
ready and willing to help out
in any way he could and now
he is all set and ready to give it
another shot with the Cork
Minors,

Always one to acknowledge
his back room team Jerry

dr

“It"s not all about me we will
all work together and bounce
Icheas around.”

The “we”™ e refers toare his
new back room team he is

oined by coach Michael Bo-
d the Carrigtwohill native
who led Courcey Rovers to
their first senior title in 2020
has been at Jerry's side since
day one when hea came on
board in 2017 after serving for
a few vears on the Under 16 se-
lection committes,

Mark O'Sullivan coachad
Midleton hurlers to win the
county title In 2018 and Jerry
gays he will be a e assess to
the back room team.

“Mark or “Fanta™ as he is
better known has a great way
with players and he buzies
around full of energy, he also
does a huge amount of com-

munity work promoting
shows for special needs and he
isa t guy.”

Midleten's Michael Walsh
has also been there since day
one and he 15 the gealie coach,
Jerry is delighted that he ls
continuing with the set up.

“Michael bring huge experi-
ence to the role of goalie
coach, he played with Cobh
and Midleton and hisability to
coach is superh.”™

Sonya Walsh from Glen
Rovers will overses the fliness
side of things, a former
membet of the defence forces
she is a graduate fitness,
health and exerciss from UL
and is very Involved in her
club's teams she brings i
wﬂ“h of experience in tho

role. i

Whilst there is uncertainiy
again as to what will be hap-
Ecnlnz Joerry 1s hopeful that

iz panel will be glven the
green light and he 15 as always
resudy 1o roll once the go ahead
ig given for training to re-
LR,

Linda
Mellerick

?ﬂ-m‘ri_m!nagjmﬂnml TG4 Laochra Gael

featuring Galway’'s Therese Maher was

last weck. ;

Too often we don't look behind the

layer, their personal lives and what
ves them.
Therese

nt her entire career rying
to win an All-Ireland senfor title with Gal-

way,

She made her debut In 1997 al 18-years
of age and finished in 2013, aged 32 with an
All-Iretand medal finally tucked away and
ghe then called time o1 her inter-county
CAFEET.

There are 50 many infercounty players
that go through their careers without win-
ning an All-Ireland medal.

But when you reach so many finals and
lose, it's h.n.ni People talk about the heart-
ache thie Mayvo footballers must feel. They
aren’t alone,

I was captain of Cork when Therese
made her tebut. And we won the 1987 and
1998 finals, defeating Galway.

There was little between us at the time.
We were favourites to win the 1996 title
and they caught us to win their first title,
They were a stronger outfit in 57 and it
took an excellent performance from us,
particularly from Lynn Dunlea and Vi-
vienne Harris to win (=15 to 2-5,

Il never forget 1998 and the driving
wind and rain when Eithne Duggan cap-
tained 0s toa 2-13 to 0-15 victory.

We won by four points and many will
have seen Denise Gilligan®s wide in the
clnshgg minuteés Jast week when a goal
sopmed oertain.

Denise tweoted after the show that she
lived with that nightmare miss for 20

VEArS.

Unfortunately, I'm sure she did but
credit must be given to our own Denise
Cronin who came in from the right and
dhisned finll stretch to put her ofl.

I'm convineed Gilly, as she's affection-
ally known, saw her coming from the
corner of her eve and it had the desired of-
fect. Such is sport and we were overjoyed
with that win.

At 17- years old Therese probably be-
lieved at the time that it was only a matter
of time before she got her hands on a
mvgclal,

Baut nothing is a foregone conclusion in
gport and many semi-finals and three
further Ninal defeats tn 2008, 2000 and 2011
and Therese was ready to give up.

But she dusted herself down and went
at it again in 2012 only to lose at semi-final
stage. [t was in 2013 that her dream be-
e a reality.

She had personal tragedy in between,
losing her mother and father, and she
highlights that camogie got her through
that, it was a way to channel her anger
and zense of loss,

She maide & fowr points that many of us
could relate to when she said.

“There was probably a stage where 1
ook camoghe very, wery serfously. When
you're so focused on rying to win an All-
Ireland, somotimes [ look back now and
think, did I really ¢njoy the journey or
was [ just o focused on winning that All-
Ireland? T did enjoy i, but did 1 enjoy it
enough?

“ Al the time when you're in it I don't
think you enjoy it as much, but as ﬁat
oider,..and [ think that only comes with

ever give up

)
final.

maturity.” |

Paudie Murray has been ratified as
Cork senior camogie manager for the 10th
VAR N SUCcession.

He told me a few weeks ago that he
wants to leave Cork camogle In a better
place than when he found it and with a
number of players having retired and
Cork in part transitioning he fecls theve is
still work to do.

He has won four All-Ireland tiiles dur-
ing the past nine seasons. Appearing in
six finals since Paudie came on board,
Cork won titles in 2004, 2005, 2017, 2004.

He brings back some of these he en-
joyed success with in the past such as
Teddy Donovan, who was coach to Acife
Murray for 2 number of years and Mat-
thew Twomey, previonsly invelved in 2014
anl 2008,

Matthew's energy and passion is infec-
tious. He had a great rapport with the girls
in thie past and was instrumental in gel-
ling them together and playing like a cluk
feam.

Paudle has always tried to keep things
fresh with his backroom team and he has
hard a number of really strong mentors in
Kig set up over the years.

Mark McCarthy of Inniscarra starts his
geeond term as Intermediate manager.

Tt was a disappointing first vear tor him
im 2020 as they never really got off the
ground with the association removing
Cork's second team from the champicn-
ship in an attempt 1o get champlonships
completed on time, 2021 could prove diffi-
cult again,

But we'll walt and see and wish both
sets of management the very best of luek.

Corlc’s Linda Mellerick dashes with Galway's Olivia Broderick in the 1998 All-Ireland Camogie

Piciure WP Lorraine O Sulliwan

Linda Mellerick gives a thumbs up after

victory in the All-Ireland Camogie final over
Galway in Croke Park in 1997,

Picture: Billy Stickand IHFHO



Optimistic McCarthy
puts disrupted season
last year behind him

WHAT a difference a vear and
& pandemic makes.

This week last vear it was
all systems go as the Little-
woods Division 2 Mational
league got under wav with a
t':"ifh trip to Callan for Cork
and newly-appointed man-
ager Mark MeCarthy looking
forward to getting dug inte
round robin series of game.

Having being part of the
back room team the year be-
fore Mark knew the ropes and
had a solid relattonship bl
with the players and 2020
promised so much for him, his
charges and his back room
team of Kevin Hannon, Tomas
:Ifrr?mmﬂia Mc-e-s.!:l c&; Suth;;

erry Ryan, an T
0" Callaghan. s

With two seasons of UGS
Camogie behind him Mark got
a call in 2019 from Frances
Killeen who was then Cork in-
termediate manager to-join
her back room team as hurl-
mg, strength and conditioning
coach and 2020 saw him take
on the Managers job.

Everything went well and
facing into their last
game they were in with a
chance of making it to the
gemi-final it might have taken
the luck of a draw and a few
jresults golng thelr way if they
were to secure that sought
jafter semi-final spot but hav-
ing enjoved a reasonable good
league campaign hopas wera

high for the championship
season that laid ahead.

The decision by the Camo-
gle Association to eliminate
second adult teams from’ par-
ticipation in championship
when games retfurned caussd
shock waves. ;

Desplte counties exploring
nomerous avenues the dect-
sion was not reversed thusa
group of playvers and mentors
were Jeft annoyed and disap-
pointed as they watching in
the wings as players of the
same grade from other coun-
thes played away. y

“We had seventesn sessions
done and were ready for
championship when the com-
petition was scrapped so Vs it
was disappointing not to be
allowed participate when
other counties of the same
grade were playing away
simply because they were
their counties first teams.

Disruption is nothing new
to Mark his own hurling ca-
rEET WaS shﬂﬂeﬁhwhllﬂh he

had surgery on ps

the age of 21, haﬂnﬁpﬂ}'td:ﬁ
tho underage with Innisc-
arra and was playing an U1
hurling game when his career
took an abrupt halt.

“1 picked up a few injuries
from just overplaying and the
hip surgery is common
enotgh injury.

“It's called scuﬁrins where
both hips were cleaned out
and reshaped, it isn’t a re-
plecernent, | remember jump-
ing up to-catch a ball, coming

'dpwn and both hips locked
and the bones were after
jeracking aoff the side of thelr
sockiets.

“There are no jsstes since
Yoaat, that's how [ found myself
}gning into personal training

as ] was out for twelve months
80 then I went into coaching.”

Possessing a BA in Sports
%eience and Physical Edu-

fe— P VWO ey laths

Inniscarra club man Mark

McCarthy, at just 24 years of age,

is the new Cork intermediate

@mogie managet.

CAMOGIE
® Mary Newman

as his chosen subject, Mark
hand taken a year out from edu-
cation rather than head
straight down the teaching
route and he put his Knowl-
edge and skills towards per-
sonal training developing &
business with business

r Jerry Lynch Personal

ining. ;

With successful branchesz in
Ballineollig and Glanmire the
tads o a third branch in
Decembear 202 but after three
weeks everyihing has now
gone on line, but again he is
optimistic.

"Sure we are doing free on
line classes at the moment and
hopefully when we can open
again our customers will
come floading through the
doors.™

Mark is back stronger than
ever on the camogie side of
things and recently ratified to
contimie in the role a3 man-
ager for 2021 he anneunced his
back room team, Darragh
O'Callaghan from Blackrock
is =kllls coach with seleciors
Kevin Hannon Courcey
Rovers, Tom Harrington Fr
E'Haill‘s, and Jerty Ryan Bal-

3 #1 Fa

Thers are two new additions
with analysis Tadhg O'Rior-
dan Cloughduv and Laura
McCarthy in the role of player
itaison whilst county M-
ajson offieer to the side is vica
chalrman Rachel Wycherley,

Mark himself will alse be
strength and conditioning
coach and it Is all systems go
ance Covid restrictions are
lifted. .

“We have parked 2020-it's in
the past we just now need to
maove on tlmd work towards

pur goals.

Mark is looking forward to
the vear ahead and despite the
abrupt end to his season [ast
vear a lot ﬁt‘h-.:gk 'H:II.:E tl;:rne
and this wi as they face
into 2021 and with McCarthy
the helm Cork camogie are
guaranteed no stone will be
1eft unturned.

Omce the green light is gﬂun
to return to play he will us
and st them with renewa

EnErgy.

Iy BLACKBEE

JIGSAW

it peoples
fiin mind

TO REGISTER VISIT WWW.POPUPRACES.IE

CORK CAMOGIE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

BLACKBEE

Cork camogie team and their sponsors Blackbee are [inking up with Nigsaw for a fundraizer for the charity.

The key is to

THERE is little news on inter-count
management changes and panels, wit
2021 uncertain as regards league and
championsh e ;
Ag a manager or coach, it's not enticing
getting involved with new teams knowing
Four seazon i2 going to be so disrupted.
Taking over a squad, getting to know

the p , and bringing your views and
sirate o the table is time consuming
without the upheaval of a pandemic.

Ireland had it's frst Covid-18 case on
&4, 2020, almost o year ago.

Little did we know how difficult the
next yoar was golng to be. The lockdown
was 3 novelty at first and we all rowed the
same hoat. Mot 3o much this time.

The sengon 15 different, too, of course,
We all enjoyed the garden last March.
We're sick of the walls this January and
February. I'm working from home and
busy, but I get put every day for a run or a
walk, regardless of the conditions. TE's an
amazing lift. More often than not, 1'll get
aut twice, a5 the dogs got sick of the wa
RO,

There's a stretch in the evenings al-
ready and it's great. Things will get easier
again, [t's important to be optimistic.

This is a traumatic time, but I'm not
golng to talk about struggles, only the
gains. We have reconnected with family.
Board-game sales have risen, a&!veuple
connect at home, Look at the additional
time parenis have with newborns.

People have had time to reflact. Some
have taken early retirement.

Dr Vivek Murthy, former surgeon gen-
eral of the US, in his book, Together, is a

huge advecate of connecting with others
to combat ihe boneliness of leckdown.

Eut he reminds us that we need to have
a strong connection with ourselves first.

Ironically, he recommends sollfude asa
way o cope.

“One 11!:]1.]ng that helps |5 to spend fime
with ourselves and to be comfortable with
golitude,” Dr Murthy says.

“2alitude and meditation are times
when the mind connects the dots with
what's happening in our lives, part of pro-
oessing the

“When we don't have reflective time for
ourselves, we bury a lot of the challenging
jesnes and don't deal with them. 1t can de-
tract from our emotiondal well-baing when
wo don’t spend enowgh time in solkbude.”

Like sports teams, we need to focus on
what we can control. In the first lock-
down, most of us over-indulged in food: in
the second, many of us have a sirong exer-
clse routine,

The transformation in some mopl?.
menmu{[und physically, Is incredible, It's
about taking one day af & time.

We have control over building healthy
habits and resilience. When s much of
the coronavirus crisis is outside our con-
trol, it's not only essential, but empower-

Pop Up>~

keep ‘playing’

ing. fo focus on what we can control,

Tho=e of you who have sesn the move
Erin Brockovich will know that she lsa U5
legal clerk, consumer advocate, and envi-
ronmental activist, who, despite her lack
of edueation in the law, was instrumental
iri bailldling a case against the Pacific Gas
¥ Eleciric Company of Callfornia in 1951,
winning millions for her clicnis,

When Interviewed recently for her
book, Superman’s Not Coming, she said
that ‘stick-to-itiveness’ is a very powerful
word. She sald her mum taught her that
everybody isn't born with stick-to-itive-
noss, .

W have (o develop resilience and perse-
veranoe, even i we don't want to and we'd
rather glve up.

She savs when you get beaten down,
yout have to bearn to pick the ball hack up
and run 10 yards and get stammed,

You don't throw the ball down and walk
ol the Mebd. She continiied with her meta-
phor of the Superbowl.

“Be prepared that you could get pushed
back five or 10 vards, but, alse, when you
pick that ball up again, you could rush 30
£ 40 yaris. :

“It's a process, and It doesn’t happen on
the first try. It took the ladies of Hannibal,
Missourd, three years to get the ammeonia
out of their drinking water, but that
dogged persistence, that loyalty to your
cause, that stick-to-ithveness IS @ process.

“You'll have mnmn-nhs v.lrh-r.-? ikl ﬁtn1
pushed back, but you'll also have mo-
ments when You pﬂlhahﬂ.ﬂH. And that’s
what you nead to remembser,

Wiz ot this,



The Echo and Echolive are looking for your help in picking Cork’s best sportsperson of the last

m Rory Noonan

| RN O Copon O X e

. < ! aton o 5 (i } people Mary
lmwﬂmﬂmﬁﬂ fondly remembered as a doal star who helped

."'Mw’ m&“!’ all levels with her county to glory in foothall and camogic,
Mﬁ:E has ﬁmnssnd liiunmur All-Treland
me over her 16-yvear Inter-couniy career,
W Sgven Alldreland Sanior Cama: She has also won All-Stars in both codes,

national leagues, and provincial titles and was
also honoured with an Honorary Doctorate
frem UCC in 20123 in recognition of her out-

c {one with Killeagh standi
ng contribotion to sport In Ireland,
:Nﬂmmﬂwmﬂ“ﬂ- As a young player with Killeagh Mary
- Thees of the Yaar 2006; fondly remembers what used to happen at the
i Py oS i mn[a#m She recalls that when she used
- 5“”‘{2@‘ to take off her helmet, the boys would say “Oh

fi= Eh& mu’!- tl:l& mﬂtlﬂﬂ. 1] mt EFEII H_"’ ﬂnﬂ.ﬂ'l ilﬂd \rIIEH! Hu!{.a,h]r H‘I"

W One All-ireland intanmdiale her ‘big reveal® at the end of a matel, as the
I..E:lﬂﬁ Footbad bl Tone ﬁl playing for the boys® hll.li'lll:l,iﬂ Fyips I'h'i“mlﬂth!].m Al-Ireland Faotball final,
Alldretand Junice Back then however ihralpuﬂﬂ-ﬂhmm Hitle
.‘ WW ﬂrl.. it was serious Lns}nuu. thoso gﬂnrmnium While the secondary
- . Sslodies '8 “I was conscious that T was different, and I school attended — 5t Mary's High School,
afl-ralend hmmmﬁm dis N - di 1_““ ;:; be different — I just wanted to  Midleton - was *a hothed of sporting opportun-
.wm - ": 1"'"“','“ Tootbal E . ey = like everybody else and not have ity’. she t her evenings at Cork or elub ca-
'- i A h mmmmawnﬂ*mm mogle tratning sessions,
o r : mory | i.lmd.tﬁ h&'lut':'th hegan lllnyh"ﬁjfmlhnli with Cork when
nuﬂm-h!‘w d titles ware just

A - & pipe dream. The Cork eamogie teams had a
1 tradition of winnlog national titles and

: whun M-uw the caimogie squaed in 1596,

I ] =- 1r that she would win an All-

h h mgjt cAme in 1997
: O'Dufly Cap and Mary
Ko lt tnnk antil 2004 for her
(1) illlrralnnd i::l;:;, ﬂlg :énmﬁ. with
-_Muﬂﬂﬁ. 08 and 00,
- Aswell as 1887 camogie titles also came her
pe . way in 1988, 2002, 2008, 2006, 2008, and 2008,
) The dual star played in 18 All-lreland finnls
- over her career and with 12 winners medals,
her récord is simply outstanding.

Something many may not know is that Mary
;IJ-H.!»EInIl I'm‘ sport drove her  also turned her attention to ruﬂur and won
iu seﬂ; out every opportunity o honours playing with the oval ba
play — and gender was not going Her contribution to camogie and Indics fool-
o stop her. ballin Cork is second to none ond is trualy omne
Growing up in Killeagh Mary  of the outstanding sports people of the Rebel
as lucky 1:- be able to seiz¢  county.

%

¥

ya dflvmg
orce on and
off the pitch

Mary O'Connor al a press night ahead of
the 2004 All-lreland camegie fimal,




he Echo and Echolive are looking for your help in picking Cork’

S best sportsperson of the last

Sandie ticks all the boxes

to he a sporting legend

4
-
L e = o

M:ﬂn&hﬁﬂghmuﬁummimﬁﬂmahthmﬂﬂgﬂﬁni against Kilkenny.

Sandie Fitzgibbon factfile

The sport of camogie has alwavs
been a relatively successful one for
this county and the outstanding San-
dieg Hmﬁ:ihhnn macde a huge contribu-
tion to that success.

gandie enjoyed a very successful
career which included winning
geven consecufive senior county
medals with her beloved Glen
Rowers.

She began playing with the Glen as
a nine-vear-old and won her first All-
[reland minor medal in 1978 at the
age of 14.

2andie was born in 1864 and Was
ame of a sporting family of six sisters
and one brother.

Her successes in camogle are no-
thing short of amazing and her most
notable achievement was playing in
13 senior All-Treland camogie finals
with Cork.

At elub leve] she won 10 Cork sen-
jor medals with Glen Rovers that in-

jeluded the seven-in-arow between
p10e0 and 159606,

Fitzgibbon also has eight Munster
Qenior Championship medals and
just to round off her ciub career she

i - 4 4"
oo P e A
o e -'-= = l‘|||.-

—

B Sandie won herfirst minor  1eams in Alk-ireland senior B Sandhe refined from inter- rs at chub hevel for Glan
All-Iretand camogie medal camogie finals up to 1981 county camogie in 15987 and Eﬁrﬂa

with Cork at the age of 14, but i dream was reallsad  two years later did Ekewise B Sancdie Fitzgibbon won &
M Fitzgibbon was on six in 1952 when she captained At club level iolal of B4 caps for Ireland at
conseculive losing ol fhi Fedbets 1o win the title, B Sandiepleyed atolal ol 26 senior level,

won four Senior All-Ireland medals
i 1988, 1990, 1592, and 1953,

There Is no doubting Sandie
jﬂa}-ed with and against the best dur
ng her career and*she looked back
an it with mixed emotions.

=1 would say losing six All-Ireland
titles in a row was the most disap-
pointing for me, but in 4 nutshell, it
was the same for all my team-mates,”
ghe said.

At no stage did Sandie ever feel
that she wouldn't reach the Hely
Grall with the Rebels.

sphank God our luck changed, and
it was a dream come trug when [ cap-
tained Cork to win the All Ireland
tithe in 1953."

I..I.I' r .I‘!. i
m Mark Woods

Afer playing at the top for 17 yoars
Sandie decided to call it a day in 1967
at the age of 33,

“When vou play at the top level for
a long time it really does take o groat
deal of commitment and I felt at that
time 1 could no longer give it the el
eation that was required to play at
inter-county Jevel.”

Two vears later after giving Glen
Rovers 26 years of incredible service
she decided It was time fo bow out,

Sandie was also a top-class basket:

ball player and she helped the North
Preseptation School win the All-Ire-
land Cadet tithe in 1978,

At senior level she helped Blarney
win four Nathonal League titles and
three MNational Cups, and she also
played with Lee Strand in Tralee
where she helped them win national
Jeague and cup honours in her three
years with the Kerry club.

Her hasketball skills wire dazcling
and despite being only 58" she had
thve ability to wreak havoe on court

Indeed, Sandie’s talent is still
spoken about in basketball circles
and to reprosent your country at the
highest level of the sport speaks val-
umes of her skills.

Sandie Fitzgibbon won four national league titles for Blarney and was capped 64 times for Irefand.

Amazingly, throughout her play
ing career Sandie mixed camogie anc
hasketball and was nover fazed b
ihe demancds,

The busicst week of her career
came in Cotobar 195

On Sunday she played an All-Ire-
land elub camogie semi-final with
Glen Bovers (n Derry and immedi-
atoly after the game travelled to Bos-
ton to play three senior Inter-
natisnals with Ireland.

Having returned to Ireland on Fri-
diay she had enly two days 10 prepane
before lining out with Glen Rovers in
the All Iretand camogie final.

Sanidie once again showed her in-
credible commitment and skills as
the Glen defeated St Paul's In the de-
chider,

In 2000 Sandie was presented with
the Millenninm award in Cork for
her aehievements in sport, an awsaril
she 2o richly deserved,

There are many legends in the
sporting world on Leeside, but the
name of Sandie Fitzgibbon will al-
ways be remembered with affection
s o of Cork’s finest,
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THE name Linda Mellerick I8 synonymous
willh camogie

Ship was one of anly lour Cork players Se-
lectod on the camogle team of the ceniury in
anid where she was joined by her ciulb mate
Sandie Filzgibbon and fellow Carkomions
Marte Costine and Pal Moloney.

B wonderful player, she was born in Tip-
parary but moved to Cork 81 & very young
age where sho attended o1 Patrick's school
ol Gardingr’s Hill

It was there that young Mellarick decided
fo try oul camogie. Up until then, Linda
didn't really know whal camogie was, but
her tends said it was skmitar io hockey and
5o she thought ya this will e fun.

& supaorh athlote, Linda had a unigue
style, sha covored every blade of grass on
the piich and her workrate was huge. She
stead aut a mile in the days when helmels
wire nat wom and her reddish/blonde halr

Cork's Linda Mellerick strikes the
bali as Geraldine Codd, Wexford
challenges during the All-lreland
senidr camogii semi-final at Paire
Ui Rinn

CAMOGIE

Mary Newman

could be spotted all over the plich as sha
woaved her magic. A player wno always
liked fo ba in the thick of the action, Linda
frequently left her markers for dead, ghe
had huge energy And skill and was always
gvaliable 1 help leam mates in defence or
atlack.

Her trademark solo mens were logendiry
and she spllt many & delence as sha sat up
or 0ok Scoras,

Her wonderful spirit and leadership
gualities meade hora special player, Linda’s
dedication to Iraining and the game was
superh and sha alwiys pul in huege alfort. |
have memories of Linda finlshing shift work
and coming straight to training with Cork

p

and Glen Rovers, lired and dralned bul
ready to give one hundred per cent a5 al-
WEYE,

That was Linda Mellarick, always striving
1o be the vary best and o lead Dy examplo,
sha frequanily could be sean urging on and
driving team-malas 1o be botter and betler

She enpoyed a wonderiul Inter-county oa-
re-pr with Cork which spanned twenly one
yiears and won sk senkor All Ingland medals
1562, 1993, 1995, 1987, 1998, and 2002, cnn
minor All-ireland and one juniar, 10 National
Lepguas and four Gasl Linn Intar -provingial
litles.,

The pinnache of her carger at |aler-county
level spw her captaln Cork to All=lreland
syccess in 1993; she was honoured by har
club to lead Cork twica and bacame the only
player o captain Cork towin &ll Ireland son-
ior tittes on two occasions, In 1893 and
1997

vears. We need your vote. Which person moves onto the next round from this talented duo?

Linda wis Player of the Yoar in 1983 and
1958, She orlginally planmed 1o retire in
1997 bul returned for five more years and
eventuslly hung up hor hu rhey In 2002 alter
winning her sleih All-Ireland medal and tawg
years bafore the introdoctiion of ihe Camo-
gie &l Stars Awards scheme.

In whal was & fantastic club career, she
won elghl Cork County Senlor Champion-
ghip and three all=-ireland Club Champlon-
ship medals a5 well as Munster ¢lub and All
Ireland sevens with Glen Ravers whom ahe
joined in 1586 having played underage with
Brlan Dillan's, She captalned Glen Rovers
to county champlonahip autcess in 1996 as
thay avarcame Imokilly to record & record
saven Inn row, a teal only every recorded
ance praviousty when Glen Rovers look
titles from 15462 to B8,

She was a wondarful player and a great
ambassador for camogie.

Linda Mellerick roli
of honour

M Six All-lraland senior medals

B Ona All-ireland kmeor modal,

W One Alldreland minor medal.

W Tan Mationnl Leagua madals,

B Fowr Gasl Linn inter-provincial medats.

B Caplained Codk lo senior Success in 1933
15987,

B OME of lour Cork players to ba picked on
thea feam of the comtre n 2004,

B Camogie Player of the Year in 1983 and
19549

W Munsie:r senion and s Alkireland
Svans.

W Eight Cork County Sanior Champson-

[ ] T.hr'u-r,- alklrpland Senior Club Champion-

ghips,
B S Munster Sanfor Club titles.

Cork camogie captain
Linda Mellerick cel-

i _ ebrates with team

members on their an-
> valat Kent Station with
the senior All-lreland
trophy
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WELVE teams went into the
raw for the SE Systems Inter-
rediate cham and we
«ad some exciting contests
ome which threw up a few

uﬁm‘ﬁﬂﬁﬂmwsm made

¢ith the apreement of the In-
[ermediate and junior clubs
he county board decided to
hange the format for both
s and i revert to

back door co n.
Previously to this the Inter-
wediate, junior and minor
hampionships were played
n a league basis but given the
ght time restraints that were
1 place it was the sensible op-
on and indeed when the sea-
on was completed the feed-
ack from many of the club
ras that is was great and i
15t may be the way forward

fatars

i .
l]"-'hilnt the prwl-nuﬂnfl'bmat
i ntes plenty of game
18 m“dﬂnr seemed
r work very well so maybe it
i something that will be
mkadatagaé:;. .

Etru!.nlir Vin uneer-
tinty that sarrounds com-
etitions for this year we
fonld probably expect that
1¢ connty hoard and the
lubs will confinue to show

it vy LUEELEERLART LLF SIELFWE
ulth and keep the back door in
lace for 2021.

Round one got under way
n .]qu ﬂﬂ;Ehtlh and Aghabiual-
e ter county senfor
.‘:L-lmu? Healy tntlt'geftrre conll-
21 OvVercams !ﬂh&ﬂﬂlﬁ
f Watergrashill on a 21510 1-
gscore line to book their place
1 round three.

Ennizskeans showed they
jeant business as theoy
otched p 4-19 48 they over-
nme newly promoted Bally-
ea, Fr O'Malll's had seven
oint to spare over Na Piar-
tigh, Brian Dillon's edged it
+ith a point to apare over
lona . Bilackrock wera
fther who showed they
roald b serions :haﬂw
& they hit 5-17 ¥
pvers and Carr & went
afiely to round three as
dpad it over Kilbrittain Ti-
10

Round two saw the losers
gt thair second chanes and in

nail biting clash Ballyhen
nocked out Valley Rovers 2-
1 to 2-10, likewise Kilbrittain

Timoleague had two polnt to
pare over NMa Piarsaigh as
Vatergrashill knocked out

Ballyhea and Watergrashill
nest in the only round three
mmes where Ballyhea emerg-

Y I"J '«

- Mary Newman

Fr O'Meill's ability to g&h
goals was important as they
recorded a 4-7 to 0-8 victory
over Kilbrittains

and Aghab

ve ag they got the upper
don s

citing contest
two points to spare over Black-

The semi-finals draw pitted
two of the favourites against
each other Enniskeane lined
up to take on Pr O'MWeill's and
here Enniskeane had to call
on all thelr reserved before
hasokcing a in the final as
they were tested to the imit by
a determined Fr O'Neill's
whilst

Agha
e v e
(L]
made the better start and
settle into the game but Ennis-
keane mallied and took control
with Daire O'Bricn, Laura
Mannix, Tara Shechan and
Orla Cronin doing a lol of
work and they bed 0-7 to 0-2 at

the interval.

luﬂl th&tmumﬂ: ption Ennti.s:
i 8 Presslure of
Aghabu ogue defence Orla
Cronin pointed a free, Agha-
replied with a Cliona

point but Enniskeane
continued to hold the w
hand as they hit the next five
scores & Sinead Hurley goal on
thirty seven minubes out them
in control.

and Maebh Ring hit points but

Enniskeane looked comfort-

Bihig 10 Eari R Sk
Case

hab lifted their game

and a Cliona Healy point set

on the road for a £

nin leading the way they
thwarted the Aghabullogue
rally to ensure the title was
Eoing west.

Cronin was named The
Echo Player of the match after
leading the way for her club
with a superb display as she
notehed up thirteen points of

their tally.
Enniskeane now move on {9

senior grade for 2021 and thoy

will look forward to particl-
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CAMODGIE

FULL eredit to the camogie association
wm?mﬁ‘rummﬁd“t ugﬁtm:hn
training focus and guidance ng the
lockdown. :

For February developed a guide
toward succession ning and how to

marvif aned
Tecrin and reeain winmteors. |t 1S SRS

great points. It's alw difftcult to et
woluntears and what [ have found is
at times when

they taiat P into a lot and th
sustaining velunteers over a lengthy
pertod

af time can be challa
This document aims to be & starter
gutde to elubs that would like practical

tips on geiting new voluntears invelved
and helping to develop their club. The
first point to consider is why mFauple
within Gaelic games are willing to
voluntesr and conversely why some
people may be rejuctant to get involved.
"The reasons people volunteer are

TAny:

To give back te thelr own club and
county, their children are invelved,
Is the soclal aspect; to meet like-minded
people or if they are new to thearea. Th
can learn and use new skills: communi-
cation, leadership, teamwork and so on,
like to be invalved with something
positive, Then you have the reasons
paople do not volunteer: They are not
asked. People will rarely put BE
forward for a task. They do not know how
o get invalved. They do not have much
fres fime. Once they are in, they can't
out, They feel that they do net have the
skills or copfidence.™

The document goes onto the various
methods of recruitment sweh as ...

Face to face: Meat . et to Know
them, find ot their skills and ask them to
volunteer in a position that would suit

them.

el el e e Bl FTas ascial e wdie =Yed

le offer to give a little
erefore =

Corle's Laura Hayes and Wexford's Emma Walsh tussle for the balllast season.

Volunteeri
for camogi

il

ey

il

R

Fiduse; fdde DHHz

b 4 )

WIIMMBIIHIE{EM!M{“M. Fictasre: Bifie §T

of jobs/ tasks’ ns that need to be
completed/

Get parents involved: Send notes
home from training or use online parent
engagement surveys to help get them
involved in the club, Ask parenis to attend
coaching/officer training’ child-protec-
tlon courses to git therm started.

Players: Ask plavers to help maks
links with yonnger underage players at
matches/training or “star of the week’
awards for FUMdanenials. Ask former
plavers to be involved in coaching or a:
ﬂmﬁrmwﬂymmm l.1'.u='| ub,

recently re peaple:
have more time on their hands and are
willing to give back to the community. it
helps maintain their social life, Fhere are
aizo key Hps when asking for polunieers..,
Be specific; tell volunteers of role
pequibred and thme sxpeected from them.
Do not ask ‘can anyone volunteer?
Instead ask for “one bour a weok comimit-
ment’ and make sure B stick to this one
hotr. Glve a list of possible tasks that
voluntears could deo inclede this on your
wibsite and reglstration forms,
It is important to constantly develop
volunteers and epsure they attend as

tfen; & ~cub ﬁé.auda ﬂﬁ;ﬁhﬁnﬂ:
progranmee (joint / | R
offlcer mmining) carmpegle =
ing cexmagde welsite: camoEie [nti=tm.
B B eyt e
i ok clab, ImpEr
ensure © tey are devedoped and ntairm
Respesct: Give respect For e vwogl
effortamitine prople put into tafcs.
Retoagnition and reward: T ek
eneryaieior ther inwolvifteent 0 InEser
B e cas sk oua g0y e e Bl
reEnl [t camn i .
woluitEser sockal eversts and even el

They eachwoelniter anbrixga

Roles: Each voluoteer shoald=le
provieadwith aclear pie descripti oy g adl
be avarmof what is expecbed frome e
Be carrefa]l not to Goverlosd vollmiegns
beadings » burneal.

Devesipmient The wlumtesr 1 © gl
posl mageal i .

Succresion plan: Seeoossion planme
is simyly & way of emsonmy - 8=
r:lu‘nhr!r.:_wits witmteers, derdiops.s sct
TrtaisEs Hedm.

It bes s the club pillan for gaps tmee «
bea;p—?&-ing g cormmiiioes or Soeacie



"The Best Camogie Player | Ever Saw”

19 Ot 2019

AHOGHILL will play Lanvay this weekend in an Ulsler club final 50 years almest bo the day when they fast foatned in gn Uster club camegis Bnal,

Thait was back m 1588 when the Antrim chimpions beat Egish in the Ullster fnal and this woek "the best camogie playor | hava ever seon” recallod hal victory in looking
back cross B COMOGIE CONeEF thal éxlended B2 over wo decades as Antnim Rillback and apeearances in ten Allireland senior finals in Groke Pork, plus a replay.

Mgrya Fordn chickles 1o herself,

% navar pohually saw thad wrillen cown. Apporently if wirs in one of the Ralional popess afler an All-eland semi-final we played n Cork.

71 remember Bhie game well though, dor't ask me the year, But it was one of these gemas when just overything you do works out right, | could da nalling wioag nod Anirim
W

1 weant fo chub Braining s Aboghell o couplda of days laler and people wehe saying to me that i was in the Irsh Pross or ish Times, Peoplo seomed B ramember @ pod avon
il (here will be scrmebody who vall comae up 1o me and a8y iL”

Wy tather wars barh nd feated in Sallylanders on he Limerck-Coek bordier. He cama to feacn in The Braid amnd he was very keen on all spor, Gaolic gamas and pihlslics in
paricular. Hi played rughy lor Balemena ard was on the deam Ihat won (e &3 Town's Cup (1528), We wore encoursgot b piay overything.”

Wova's beothar Donagh played both hurling and football for Antrim, was an Uister decathlate champeon, played rugby of representative kevel whils o ved in Lancashina and
mvr won an Alklrelind indammedite Rung medal with Goalwsy whend he svestually sottisd,

oya played wih her older brothers and sisters with “home-made hutls o from a ree in Bhe garden” and when someone decided 1o stanl a camagie koam in The Bemd, &
el parish halfway bebvesn Ballymons and Camicogh. he was pul inho gadls "Beciuse they weone nfrasd | would ged huirt outfiekd™.

‘When gha moved 15 51 Louts Baliymana her game progressed significanily under a Cork-baen nun,

“When we ol off the bus bafiors clags, she was down on the pilch and vwe played away. She madie s seing bt snd dght and she fan camogie doss leagues. And then thoep

was the school isam,”
AL i, tima thane was only one cormpalifion, the Ulster sarees schaok’ championship, snd St Lautla had won it in 1548 and 1347 with girs, such s the Doy feing, who war

aing memibers ol Andrim tesms wanning All-ireland senior lilles.
Moya collecied Bvee winners” medals 15945.51, the Lt of thote caplained by hef sister Fionmuala who also played with Moya in Aluaghill and Anttim winning teams, Moya

wih ta fellow hr a3 $chool caplain = 1952

“Hut wea didn’l gt playing Sl yede, We kel our pilch (o rebuilding in the schocl and we had nowhers o broin.®

However the was alheady an Antim senioe playing in her finsl Ali-irefand finad in Croke Park in 1950,

“Wie beat London i London 1hat year, bul & wasn't e glamaur (i you woulkd think. We wenl ¥om Lame 1o Stranrser on he boat and ten ol ihe rain 1o London
“Whar we gof thers Ixle at night, 8l the shegs ween closed and wa had nething 1o eat Than gfer the game the next diy, 8 was stakght back 1o the siaton fof tha fetum
joumey. W didn’t wee loe miach of London,

"Alttartigh | had Been playing full-back earier in the champicrship, | was moved to the wing for the final in Croke Park,

7 suppose | was 8 big thing playing in Craks Pack, bul whan you danT win, il sn'] that Big. Al halfSme we wasts gafting well bealen and | moved wilo hill-back far {be second
hall and that is whers | stayed Urtl | GUIt caenogee in th: eary ‘70a.°

Dubbn was fhe top ieam lor aimos] hes entire inter-county career, winning 18 of the 15 tlles from 1048-1065. Aninim won the other in 1958, bul lhe Saffrons los) egh nals o
fragrm o St gamss penod, as well as 3 low semi-finals.

e were Dheir main oppostion. Thiy warg very good and we hid some groal baifies wih them, mosity in Croke Park

"1 really ¢an1 remember indridual gamas. I | had played just one yoar with Anmim, | would have remembered avery game, Bul ane year just rolled ingo thir pexl

1 resnpmber werweng In 1858, Teasy (Keams) wias in goals, She wis only 14, byt | knew hier wall fram playseg Dunley in chib camogio and | knew she vas @ super playor.
She was there for the pext dazen ysan and we won a second Alkineland together in 1357,

"W besl Dublin i Beliast in the 1056 semifinal and then Cofk in the final, When we sventualy beat Dublin again fin 1367 it was in @ replay and bolh games were n Croks
Fark and thai was greal oo,

“We had sorme wondedul e Snound that me; Sue Waed, Maindad MoAtamnay, Eihing Desgan. | remembser Asiim beng witlen off before 8 because o defoncs was
supposed 1o be 1oo.old. Incloding Teaay m goals, five of s were there trom 1558 Bul we proved them wiong™

[Duibstin fall hawnaly afer ot defeat, rencihing just ihess mah finals S0 collacting the s only once more, in 1984, Antrim also appeared in jist three mese finale winning thoir
didth and fnal semar Alliredand n 1579

Maya's ligt All-irslied final wias i 1950, a two poirts’ defeat 1o Weadord, But that was fr yeae that Ahoghill delivesed.

"The Bravd tell mwsy o quckly &8 it started. There wisn' the nurnbers there io sistain o leam 5t Louls was my cullet and Usen the county.

"But there was o Fr McGuigan cutiin Ahoghil and he was pushing camagie for the girks in the parish. He knew about us in scheol and asked us 10 come cul and play and that
t5 how | andnd up wilt Ahoghsil

“Ahoghill had @ kot of good players m my Bme, the o Mary McFaul (kg Mary and wee Mary), Marganet and Sidgel MeFaul, Sarah OMell. Kathioen Reeson, Maureen
Geaham, Lily Scullicn,

"Thene wene a kot of gocd club leams anound al (he bms snd Deirdre became wery siiong = the 15805

The Beifast based club had akready colincied back 10 back (ites in Antrim when in 1952 an Ulster club champicnship and also Allreland chub ehampionshn was devsioped,
Tn %4 and agan in 55, Dewrdre reached the national final where Sy ewrs bealen finsy by Cabe of Dublin ond then 51 Patrics’s from Tipparany

I e

They didnT

s i 155."‘-:“'1 M'ﬂnﬂﬂﬂl—i‘ﬂrﬂﬁﬂ.mm&mﬂm thes User aum 1o flve in 8 row and thes Antrim collection 1o seven & toession, belfeen Ahnghill broke

x it tmmﬂmmamﬂ.lﬂﬂﬂ_hhlmmrlk.

Again m“ir"-:nhu tea much @tﬂmmm. I do ramemiber playisg Greesiough at ihat Bene. It must haro Baan in the Ulster championship and | had

“me 2l lhe Greenlough girls when | taught in 5t Mary's Clody. We won st or seven Ulsiar schools’ Cups arcund thal lime,
MmmMMFMW|mmwumwm froem & poe. ol

“Then we went to Li
'o Limeick ta play Aiane. We got 3 good star in that game, | scored a guanl #om & freo. But Ly Scullan. who had scormd aethor goal, got inkirad, She cokd

I""""'I‘h'ﬂﬂ-ﬂl'-rl:l the woild bell you that still, kel By wanted cur SCorng threal of the pash,
Wi ot — bt ot by e i thve e

F .
Ry yeans on gnd Ahoghill'y succass in lasl menth's Antm junigr Enol hos prend B2 way e wing gvar Durwni’s Aghadery and Cavan side Hil and ancther apnearanes in an

Whetar fnal — against Demy champions Ly — this Samunday,

O
e | hove benn iolewing thew pragress in the paper. | woeuld owe 1o be of the Snad. bt | am not 100 mobs a1 lhe morssnd, I Fope theay win, G0 years i o kong e bo b

wastng "

————*

Virtual 5k
'Will raise
money for
Jigsaw

® Mary Newman

CORK Camogie have excitin
plans for the Inat weekend 1%
February when they will hold
Camdn Corcaigh. a Virtual
gio 1 5
and Jigsaw Cork, b

Launching the event, in
association with thejp
sponsors Black Bee and Jjg-
saw Cork, Lord Mayor Cliy
Joe Kavanagh has asked all
clubs to get involved, a3z he
stressing the importance of
the work and service Jigsaw
provide for our voing peaple,
especially in the current cli-
niate;

“1 am delighted to glve my
supperi to Cork camogice and
figzaw for their Virtual 5k and
1am looking forward to taking
part an the weekend.

The aim is for all camopie
players. mentors and sup-
porters to virtually re-connect
with club mates while every.
body is out of group waining
and in doing 50 also support
Cork eamojgie and the fantas-
tle zervice that Jig=aw pro-
Yide.

Jiggaw Cork Iz a free, pop-
Judpemental and confidoential
mental health support service
Jor young people aged 12 1o 25
living, working or stwdyving in
Cork,

They pravide guidnnee aned
support for young people wheo
are going through a difficult
or distrossing time.

They also provide adviee
and guidance for anvone who
iz eoncerned about n young
persan in their life,

The Cork Camogie boprd is
now calling on all clubs,
divisions, intér-county panels,
supporiers’ eamogie and
GAA followers and friends to
take up the challenge and to
support this event and they
hope to see everyhody out on
:I}IFE-I? weekend of February 26-

They hope that i will
become a part of pres
season training or mayvbe @
challenge nearest rivals to get
invialivad.

County beard chairperdon
Mairead Donovan is emeour-
aging everybody to row,

“This |s our first event of
221 aned whilke we are all apart
in the current climate we nre
still very much part of Cork
camogie, therefore this s a
graat way to be lnvelved a2 &
grotepand alkso support Jigsaw
which provide superh soer.
vices, we in Corkl camaglo are
lnoking forward to the cven
and hope to see everybody tak-
Inapmrl.“

card Pro Louise Weldon
explained the entry fee is €15
per person and each entrant
ikl receive a Camdan Corcaigh
T-ahirt which thoy can wenr
o the day.

“There |5 alas an aption o
donate to the fundraiser il
peaple want to contribute but
ot take ?urt.

“Families and Individualz
can walk the 5k, run, jog,
crawl or even cyele, the fm-

nt thing is to sken' up and
o support.”

-




JUMIOR is the third grade of
adult n:-:rmﬁfﬁli-nns catered for
by the Cork Camogie board.

Such is the strength of the
rame in Cork, that there are
10 fewer than five grades of

unior competitions.

This gives an indication of
the hugge strength of Cork club
samaogie and the huge number
of players participating at all
[pvels,

For many clubs, junior 18
ihelr second grade of adult
teams and in a bid to get a cor-
rect balance the board have an
option for second teams to all
participate at the same Ievel.

This alleviates the situation
where a elubs second team
may have to participate
against another clubs first
choica adult team.

In some cases a ¢club may
make the cholee not to partici-
pate in the second team's com-
petition and just take their
chances in the higher grade.

At Junior A level 12 teams en-
tored the race for the leagee and
championship but with Covid
puitting a stop to ompet-
tions It was all systems go on
July 24 for the first rounds of
what was a hugely competitive

linhassig, who took the
lecision to re-grade to Junior
4 and they were unlucky to
\oge out to Ballinascarthy ina
thrilling 2-8 to 1-10 battle,
Charleviile were impressive
15 they overcame Sarsfields.

Mallow had & two point vic-
tory over a Ba gide who
had also taken the step down
to Junior A, Tracton ovVer-
=ame Banter and St Vincent's
pad a four point win over
gliabh Rua in a high scoring 4-
3to 2-11 batile.

Ballinora got the upper
hand on Newtownshandrum
in the lagt of the rountd one
sames and it was onto to the
lnslars“ﬁ round for the six l0sing
sinles,

Nawtﬂwnshind.ru:in eng?ﬂ
Barryvroe's champlonsaip
m?ﬁunhh Rua tEmu:eﬂ at
e expensa of Sarsiklkds, and
Ianteer overcame Ballinhas-

fig. .
With nine sides ramaining,
Jewtownshandrim and
3liabh Rua wees the two gides
sho contested round three to
Fing s o guarter stage
nd an impressive plewtown-
thandrum marched on to the
juarier finals.
Ballinascarthy overcame
their semi-
it

iantecr to book
inal spot, Hewto

sontinued to lm s theay
narched on with a win over
wiallow, Ballinora got the

SE Systems Junior & county camogie champions Newtownshandrum.
Exciting contests in

store in camog
junior championships

=
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m Mary Newman

upper hand on Charleville but
the last of the quarter finals be-
tween Tracton and St Vin-
cent's had to go to a replay
after an injury toa $t Vincent's
player in added time saw the
game held up and not restarted
a5 the player awaited an ambu-
lames b0 arrive,

In the replay, Tracton had
too much strength and booked
their place in the last four.

The semi-finals saw MNew-
townshandrim record a 512
to 1-18 win over Ballinora,
whilst in a thrilling clash,
Tracton edged out Ballinas-
carthy 3.9 to 2-5.

The scene was now set for
the final and Newtownshan-

IT'S been a long wait but the 2020 Camogie
All-Stars teams will be announced at the
17th annual All-Stars awards sponsored

drum who had welcomed back | by Liberty Insuranee, at a virtual eventon
several of their former players | Saturday March 6.

furned in a blistering display The senfor All-Stars team will be se-
o b eroomed champlons, lected from the fop performers in the 2020

Mewlownshandrum started
well, opened up a six points to
one Yead, but It was in the sec-
ond half that they really
ghowed their class as they
plcked off vital scores with
huge confidence Lo run out

Cliona 0'Callaghan, Mariah
Reidy, Roisin Twohill, Hatis
Counghlan were superb for
Newtownshandrum with

O'Callagha

championship, and the Soaring Stars
team will be chosen from the All-Ireland
Intermediate and Premier Junior Cham-
plonships,

Due to the shortened nature of the 2020
Championships and the fact that there is
nio ering there will be po nominess
lists released for this year's awards.

The shortiists for the sixth camogie as-
sociation/WGPA players' ‘Playver of the
Year' awards, have been announced
across the three award categories.

This year's Nasvnoon ane:
Banior Player od the Year: Déniso Gaula
Geacn Walsh (Kikenny). Shiuna Haaly 1ﬁah:-.|“;.mr'
Inteimadiate Player of Tha Ve Wi Kby [Asnmy,
ey Madler (Do), Sava-Loure Gealtn (Down).
Junisd Plaver of the Yea: Ciara Dosnoiy (Armaghl,
Lansne Donnelly (Armagi). Adtin O ket [Cman).
ioking for i playar’ Playar of the Yeas ssvarnds s now

Cliona n named a5
The En'mflnyer of the match.
Castlelyons and Bride
Roves bl it out in the SE
stems Junior B semi-final
ere Castlelyons advanced.
In the semi-final, In-
niscarra overcame Cobh fo
hook their place in the final.

In the final, Castlelyons
atoned for their defeat in the
final of 2019 as they tvercame
Inpiscarra to take the SE 5
tems Junior B title coached
former Cork hurling great
Timemy McCarthy with Leah
Hallinan Castlelyons named
as The Echo player af the
match. _

After experioncing a lot of.
disappointment, it was third
time lucky for Aghada as they
banighed the ghosts of losing
w0 ious to take the
gE Systems Junior C Cham:-
pienship as they overcame
Hilbres.

Anife Healy, Aghada taking
home the Echo player of the
miatch award. A

Cloughduy took the junior
gacond teams title with a win
over Bire Og, Rockban de-
featid Dungourney to take the

13-a-slde title as Elizabeth
MeGrath was Tihe Echo player
of 1he match.

5
W

Mo Cork plavers are nominatel as we
were removed foom the Intermediate
championship dus to restrictions and it
being Cork’s second adult team and from
a sanlor pers Vel naminees were al:
ways going to come from the All-Ireland
finalists.

You'd need o top drawer stand out per-
formance from & 1oSing semifinalist to

A.sh . t structures in

connties el SIFUCILes e for

s 202 s et Ao G5t}

win hins i nied a5 the pew Diab-
lin senior mmnﬁg?'l!alnamr. e

He peplaces oulgoing boss John Troeacy
(Cuala), who was in charge for just one

UM PRIETL

U‘Slﬂﬂ‘mn led UL to back-te-back Ash-
bourne Cups in 2018 and 2019, while he
worked as coach with Westmeath (2015,
o017y and Kildare (20189) hurlers in recent

He eoached Thomastown to the senior
Kilkenny camogle title in 2020 and was
coach as Clonkill won the senior hurling
championship crowmn in Westmeath the

your before,
0'Sullivan also worked with the Limer-

The All-Star Awards. No Cork player is in the hunt for one this year.

I-Sta
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ick minor and intermediate camogie
teams that won All-Irelands in 2014, in ad-
dition to Kilkenny's All-Ireland inter-
mediate win in 2018,

Former Galway and Dublin hurler
Donie Fox will join his management tean.

I'm wondering how long it will be before
we start geeing Dublin camogie becoming
as strong as thelr foothallers.

Despite the funding support thoey too
enjoy through AIG I can't see it for a long
while, until minor titles or at least strong
competing minor teams become a regular
OUCUrTEnce.

With the suceess of the Dublin fool-
ballers I'd imagine its harder for camogie
there pow too The association are carry-
ing out a study, collecting feedback from
camogle players surrounding the issues
of athlete burmont.

This is to help generate i compara hale
dataset of the opinions of the players anil
their experiences of athlete burnout,

The hope is that the fact sheet will give
players and coaches & better understand-
ing of what it means to Tir Buarmeel ot and
o it can b bl

By avoiding burnout, players can then
focns more on enjoving thelr sport and
not focusing on the negatives of their im-
yolvement ifl thesport as much, whichiza
much healthier situation 1o be in.

meanwhile, GAA Prosident John
Horan was on RTE Radio 1 last weakend
anil the subject af mniegration beltween the
G;?i.dhﬂrh and camogie association was

Fil i

John said that the three organisations
anly recently had a meeting with Kieran
Mulvey and John Treacy from Sport Ire-
land and that was key to their conver.

sntbon.
They madle armmntnunn 1 Sport [re-
land shout the level of conversation that

has gone on within the organisations in
il last number of years.

Pictare: BPHO/Disin Keniry

The Echa Player of the Match in the 5 E Systems
Jupior B final Leah Hallihan, Castieyons, is
presented with her trophy by Sile Golden, vice
chair Cork Camogie Board.

“Thers was a move a few years ago (o
actually integrate the three organisations
fulky,” John sadcd,

“itut there was o timeframe set on it and
I think that timeframe then caused a prob-
lem of trying to rush it and it actually
knocked things further hack.

“In fairness to my predecessor Aoghan
() Fearghail, he restarted the process and
we did come to & memorandum of under-
standing with the U organisations.

"There's heon a huge amount of prog:
ress In torms of co-operation between the
three organisations. Mext week there ks a
common plaver pathway for the thred or-
ganisations that is going to be producel,

=“Their two CEQs sit on our manage-
ment committes and out of the conver-
sntion the other day with Sport Ireland we
alluded to the fact that maybe similar to
what we have in the GAA of Rounders and
Handball having thelr own president anel
iheir own council, but are actually very
much part of the GAA family, that we
woiild #ctually pursue that federal model
with camogie and ladies football and
Sport Ireland have offered us help in ac-
tually pursuing that.”



o and Echolive are looking for your help in picking Cork's best sportsperson of the |ast

Cork's Sandie Fitzgibbon wins possession during a Natienal Leaque final against Kilkenny.

The sport of camogie has always
been a relatively successful one for
this county and the olitstanding San-
die Fitzgibbon made a huge contribu-
tion to that sucoess.

Sandle enjoved a very successful
career which included winning
EOVED consecutive senlor county
medals with her beloved Glen
Hovers.

She began playing with the Glen as
a nine-year-old and won her first All-
Ireland minor medal in 1978 at the
ageaf 14,

Sandle was born in 1964 and was
on of & sporting family of six sisters
MEI one himather,

Bl SUcoedses in camogie are no-
thing short of amazing and Her most
w;%l;;-:-:k{l;:ﬁnﬂnm was plaving in
With Cark, -lreland samogie finals

At club level she won 10 Cork gen-
jf;l‘ medals with Glen Rovers that in-
;‘Fndﬂlﬁtha l!'?t'u-il.'n-ar-uw between

T i
i ip medals an
Jast to ronnd off hier club career she

Sandie ticks all the hoxes
to be a sporting legend

B Sandsa won herfistminar  teams in All-Iretand senior B Sandie retired from inter- ears af club leval far Glon

All-Iredand madal camogle finals up to 18481 etunty camogia in 1997 and BrE.

with Cork at the age of 14, but her dream was realised  two years later did likewise W Sandie Fitzgibbon won a
B Fitzgibbon was on six in 1852 when she caplained  al club lpval. total of 64 caps for reland at_
CONBacubive kaging Comk the Rebels to win the ke, N Sandie playedatotal of 26 senior kevel.

won four Senfor All-Ireland medals
in 18R, 180, V02, and 1963,

There is no doubting Sandie
played with and against the best dur-
ing her carect and she looked back
on bt with mixed cmotions,

1 wonild say losing =ix All-Ireland
tikles in a row was the most disap-
pointing for me, but in a nutshell, it
was the same for all my team-mates,”
shi saic,

At no stage did Sandie ever feol
that she wouldn't reach the Holy
Grail with the Rebels.

“Thank Ged aur leck changed, and
it wies qudlliream come true when | cap-
tained Cork to win the All Ireland
title in 1992,

UL E

.. L0 i
] Ma_!'k Woods

Adier playving at the top for 17 yenrs
samdie decided to call it a day In 18657
at the age of 33

“When vl play at the lop leve] for
i longs thme it peally docs take a glreat
doal of commitrent auvd 1 felt at that
time 1 could na longer give it the dedi-
cation that was required to play at
inter-connty level ™

Two years later afier giving Glen
Rowers 36 yenrs of incredibde sorvics
shie decided it was time o bow ol

Sandie was also o top-class baskat-

ball player and she helped the Norih
Presentatlon School win the All-Ine-
land Cadet tiile in 1978,

At senlor level she halped Blarney
win four Mational Leaspue tiles and
three Mational Cups, and she also
played with Les Strand in Trales
where she halped them win natbonal
leaguie aod cup honours inher e
years with the Kerry club,

Her baskotball skills were dazzling
and despite belng only 56" she had
= allity to wreak havoe on coard

Imebead, Sandie’s talend is still
spoken about in bashethill circles
amed to represent your ceuntry at the
Dighest level of the sport speaks vol.
wumkes of hor <kills.

Sandie Fitzgibbon won four national league titles for Blarney and was capped &4 times for Ireland.

Sandie Fitzgibbon factfile

Amazingly, throughout her play
ing career Samndie mixed camagie and
baskeiball and was never fazed by
the cemands,

The busiost woek of her career
came in October 158K,

On Sunday she played an All-Tre.
bunel elub camogle semi-final with
Glen Rovers in Derry and immedi-
ately zgftor the game travelled (o Bos-
ton to play three senlor inter-
pationals with Ireland,

Haying returned to Ireland on Fri-
day shi haad only two days o prepars
before lining out with Glon Bovers in
thie ALl Ireland eamcgle final,

Sandie anes again shawed her in-
eredible commitment and skills as
l]lnf-1 Cilen defeated 5t Paul’s in the de-
cliley,

I 20000 Samdbe was presented with
the Millennium award In Cork for
her achicvemaents in spoct, an avarl
she s richly deserved.

There are many legends in the
aporting world oo Lesside, but the
pame of Sandie Flizglbbon will i
wirys be remenilsieed with affoction
s omve of Cork's finest,
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HALL OF FAME ... ANN AND ANGE

Kilkenny

twinsleftan
enduring

imprinton
the game

of camogie

Downey sisters drove their county to unprecedented

success for two decades with complementary skills

Colm Keys

HEMN Angela and
Ann Downey werne
at boarding school
in Callan, thei
father Shem, an
All-Ireland winner
with Kilkenny in

1947, would difive from their home

in in the evenings. pick

them up and them to a make-
shift pitch, complete with temporary
goalposts devised by one of the other
player's fathers, on Kilkenny city's

Dunmore Road to trxin with their

club St Pauil's.

Lession complete, soup and sand-
wiches consumed, Shem would then
whisk them back down to Callan and
e back in Ballyragget without the
grirls” mother Brigid knowing a thing
about iL

With a father's devotion, and with it
the apparent requirement for & covert
approach sometimes, and the girls®
own willingness to make the most of
their maiurl talent, prosperous cmd-
gie careers would nevitably follow.

Graduating

By 15. Angela had played her first
championship game for Kilkenmy,
against Cork in 1972 Two years later,
with Ann graduating to the squad,
the twins, now 17, were both involved
as the county won its frst All-Ireland
SETOr camogie tithe.,

Ower the following 20 vears, they
would kay elaim to the O'Dully Cup
11 more times, their welepathy and
upderstanding on the Geld the
epringboand for unprecedented Kilk-

ery dominance.
They rewrode the rabes and pushed

== THE CROKE PARK
EEHTETAH* 2 0 2 0
«YEAR
o4t the of a gume Ut
had trouble making an impression
on the wider sporting publics psyche.
Bl even if your interest in camo-
gie was (eeting, there was still an
pwaremness of who the Diwneys were,
They left that mark. To this day, with
& new generation of stars in place,
the Doswney name remains instantly
synonymous with the game.
Angela was the first real super
star, with her lightning speed and

The Croke Park - an oasis of comfort
and convenience in the heart of Dublin

THE Croke Park, a Doyle Collection
hotel, epitomises warmth of
welcome and friendly service.
Following significant inestment
last year the hotel offers a.
wonderful new restaurant, bar and

fobby.

The Sideline is a vibrant all-day
Five and weork space’ featuring a
long attractive mahogany bar, cosy
snig and tranquil terrace.

A setection of creative and
classic cocktails are on offer

LA DOWNEY

assassin's instinct when the need was
greatest. Her right to be considered
Camigie's greatest ever player is
undispubed.

In the successful 1977 All-Ireland
campaign she was unplayable, land-
ing &3 against Tipperary, four goals
against Dublin and then 2-3 against
Wexford in the final She was just 20.

“When you were in trouble you
could nearly abways depend on her
10 rescuE oL el the soore that was
needed, regardless of whether it was
a league game or an All-Lreland. She
always performed.” recalled Ann.

Ann herself brought steel and an
engine as o midfelder that, in the
words of her sister, often defied logic.

alongside an array of on-tap
beers

Within easy access of Dublin's
popular teurist and family
attractions, The Croke Park s the
perfect choice for business, leisure
and family guests and promises a
stay to remember.

For further information or te make =

a reservation, call (01) 871 4444,

Her waork ethicand devation 1o her
sport were unimpeachable, comple-
menting Angela’s dash and finesse.

Dnce, al a lime when their nepas-
tation was beginning to circulate
around the county, 3 customer in ber
fnther's butcher asked Shem of
Ann as 1o whether she was ‘the good
o of the bad onel

The distinction was crude as good
or bad didn’t come into the equation.
They both elevated their games 1o
different shades of greatness.

Yet, for all the success they
enjoyed over those decades, for all
the aceolzdes they stockpiled, they
both bring you back 1o 2 day in 174,
their careers ebbing towards the

twilight zone, for a high point and
the perfect encapsulation of their
stprybook careers. By this time, they
were playing with Lisdowney, a few
miles from Ballyraget, having spent
most af iheir carcer with city club 52
Paul’s which drew players from all
aver the county whio were unattached
because their local parish didn’t have
an outket.

But Kilkenny'’s succiss iver two
decades. driven by the Downoys, saw
the club game in the county Nourish,
51 Paul's lost too many players,
disbanded and the girls moved back
closer o home,

In the 94 final against Glen Rovers,
the blue-riband Cork city team that

O

Fronthne
Sportstarof

{he Year
Vincent Hogan
talks to Dawn
Wallace, who
accepts the
award on behalf
of frantlinge
seaff and their



hasd half-a-dozen county players to
draw upon. was played in Ballyrag.
get's GAA grounds, not far from the

Downey homeplace.
That made it extra special and with
mmnrlwﬂswmuﬁmnm ter,
pressure, Wikl just
over W :iimt:s Temakming |.thqu1,
they were 10 points down As Ann
recalls. the crowd was streaming out
the gates, But a remarkable comeback
saw them win by six points, Angela
hitting 35 in total o0 a day that she
still admils, years later, litthe went
right for her,
'|hldiﬂﬂhhiﬂrr-'ﬁlhmﬂﬁmd.
“Iremember rounding Sandy Fitzgib-
bmlm&hdugmﬁdhyhnmd
adrike. It hit the crossbar and
came I caught it again, went 1o
. iianbiit;;dﬂlmndﬁu:.
And | remem to myself,
'Ih_:slsm:l{m?thy.rh;{isnmhing
aring here™
Piint ot ok ks
L hadan L]
mﬁﬂm“ﬂm‘ﬁ”
t going. That day s
cn;ﬂcdm v
was the year that won iheir
mmmmmmm.
the start of a 22-year spell without ane
for the county until 2016 when, with
Ann back as manager and Angela a
selector, they stamped their authority
on the game again with the county’s
1tk tinle.
Ann didin't quit playing inter-county
hurling until 1959, out after
am All-ireland final that yielded

Tipperary's first-ever titke. Then 42,
she had cutlasted Anpela by a few

vears bist they both plaved on with
Lisdowney until 2004,

Their oyalty to each other has been
unwavering through the years, To
this day, nothing irks Ann more than
the six-month suspension Angela
s hit with after a club semi-final in
L5998 that put her out of the subse-
quent final. St Paul's won it, beating
Glenamadidy and Ann summoned
everything to make sure they did
theat diay, with a late goal, but her twin
sister’s absence lingered and has
rankled since.

Even when we speak, she idesa
reminder o prefix the S5
pended with ‘wrongly’

MNominated
Similarly, when Ann wasn't even
neminated for a position on camo-
gie's Team of the Century” in 2004,
Angela - hersell chosen at left
comer-{orward - took umbrage and
didn't attend the ceremory,

Civen that Ann had won three
Playver of the Year swards, a feat
surpassed onky by her sigter with five
{twice they won it logether, in 1986
and "8%), it was an unusual call, per-
haps rooted in her capacity to speak
her mind and point out Aaws in the
curation of the

Their lives remain interiwined. Ann
works in Kilkenny city and every day
she drops into Angela for lunch, The
daily phome calls can get to five or
six and when there was a Kilkenny

| Camogie legends: Ann Downey

{ledt) and her sister Angela eespt
their Irish Independent Sportstar
Hall of Fame Award STEVE isumeHRETS

Top: Angela celebrates Kilkenny's
All-Ireland final victory over Cork in

- 1991 Ann lifts the O"Duffy Cup after
P the 1993 win against Wexford

leam vo manage, that could increase
significantly,

“She'd be forever on the phone
talking hurling and would have an
insight into it that I would never
have” acknowledged Angela. “She'd
be looking at the opposition. weigh-

up strengih and weaknesses,
ereas [ would only be looking at
our own beam.”

They see the game in a different
plece now. Ann makes the case thin
the camoggie final in which Kilkenny
reclai (e titke - weith a drmatic
win over Galway - surpassed the
other three finals (football, hurfing
and ladies football) for entenainment.

“The 2006 semi-finals were played
before the hurling garmes wnd that
brought more : 1o the games.
Newdless to say, television coverage
i et

¥ fave ys pushed through
ceilings, embracing gym work
n their vears when many of
their mabe counterparts had no
inclination to squat or curl Last year
Ann ook charge of the Ballyragget
intermediate hurfing team.

Thus, it is fitting that, in a year when
Kilkenny were back on top in camogie
and badies sport thrived generally,
E::'I are recognised as the rs-ever

it winners of the Jrish fndependent
Hall of Fame award in association
with The Croke Park Hotel

Inseparable in life, inseparable i
sport and inseparable now in recog-
nition of two of the greatest cancers
camagie has known.



Cork Camogie team, sponsored by Blackbee, are linking up with ligsaw.

Jigsaw and Blackbee
keep show on the road

IT is still not too late to put
vou best foor forward and hit
the road in aid of Cork Camo-
gie in association with spon-
sars Black Bee and Jigsaw
Cork as Camdin Corcaigh, the
Wirtual Skm is underway
since the crack of dawn yes-
terday morning and will con-
tinne until sunset omorrow,
Sumnday.

It's & great way to keep the
camogie family and wider
community’s engaged and it
alzo keeps the name of Cork
Camogie in the mind's eye as
everybody continues to ob-
serve the guldelines and sit
and wait for the day we can all
return 1o what we love doing
st

Jigsaw Cork is a free, non-
judgemental and confidential
mental health support service
for young people aged 12 to 25
living, working or studying in
Cork.

They provide gaidance and
support for young people who
are golng through a difficult
ar distressing time.

They also provide advice
and guidance for anyone who
is concerned abont & young
person in their life.

Proceedings got under way
yesterday morning at 12 noon
when Lord Mavor Clir Joe
Kavanagh and Lady Mayoress
Stephanie took the first sl:ag:s
in the inaugural event outside
iCity Hall

Socially distancing they
where accompanied by county
camogie board officer’s chalr-
man Mairead Donovan, PRO
Louise Weldon, Donle Daly
representing board sponsors
RBlackbee and Alex O'Keaffe
representing Jigsaw Corl.

Getting the event under way |
Lopd Mavor Kavanagh said he
was thrilled to support the
event.

“I am delighted to give my
support to Cork camogie and
jigEaw for their Virtual 5k and
[ am looking forward to taking
part this weekend, getting out
in the fresh air and lending
gupport to Cork Camogie and
Jipgsaw,”

The aim of this weekend is
to get all camogie players,
mentors and suppotters, and
friends to wirtually re-connedt

with thelr club mates, fmilies
and friends.

Thiz is a great idea while
evorybody is out of group
hraining and in doing it We are
also support Cork camogie
kand the fantastic service that
Jigsaw provide.

1t is still not too Late to take

part and take up the challenge

hand & the event, County
mmmﬁ Mairear
L]

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

Donovan said yvesterday she is
encouraging everybady to row
im behind the veniure.

“We are delighted with the
amount of people we have hit-
:-!Lng the roads today and Sun-

ay

“This is our first event of

2021 and whilst we are all
apart in the current climate
we are siill very much part of
Cork camogie.

“This is a great way o be in-
volved as a group and also
gurlnepl:ln Jigsaw which pro-
vides superb services, we in
Cork camogle are delighted to
have been so involved and the
feadback has been one of huge
posttivity.

“We hope 1o see everybody
taking part and [t is siill not
too late to register. If anybody
has not registered yet pleasa
do and come oot and walk.”

The evint has really caught
the eye and recalved huge sup-
port from the GAA commu-
nity and beyond, prominent
stars such as Cork senior ca-
mogie captain Linda Collins
ggi&md ot video asking every-

v to take part.

Jur own GAA reporter
Rory Moosnan has got the word
out to all to get behind the
event with his video clip as did
All-lreland winning Kerry
gentor football legend Tomas
¥ Sa, whi hias rowed in behind
the weekend event and he is
out running the Sk today in
support of Caman Corcaigh.

acqul Hurley, Marty Mor-

ris=ey, Paudie Murray Jerry

Wallace and Linda Mellerick

are just o few of those who are

plaving their part in promot-
ing and supporting what is
sure tobe a wonderful few
days for Cork Camogie and

Jigsaw.

Sich was the exeellent fead-
back from a lot of people who
just wanted to donate there is
pow alss an option to donate
to if people want to just con-
tribute but not take part and
do skm.

You ean just go onto the
Cork Camogie face book
and the link to make o
tion s thera.

You can still register to
walk, run, jog: crawl, cycle, or
evern shate, do Lt today, tonight
or tomorrow by simply going
o Caman Corcaigh and you
willl gt the link to sign op.

So mow its time to pul my
best foot forward as [ am off to
do my own Skm, [ hope to see
you all out and about for a
great event.

Chaoimh last year.

O'Connar retired from inter-county ca-
mogie during the week. We'll miss her tre-
mendous leadership, her versatility, her
athleticism, her work rate, her tough de-
fending, and wonderful scores.

Wa'll never forget her magnificent,
long-distance equaliser in the 2007 All-Ire-

Julia White popped up with the injury-
time winmer Ejr Cork to defeat Kilkenny.
We'll still see Gemma in the club cham-
ﬁoushin (she’ll continue to play for St
nhare's) and hope that they can push on
from theke semi-final position of 2020,
“Tt was a tough decision. I never even
want to say the words that I'm not going
back or I'm retiring,” Gemma said.
“I pever envisaged myself saving it, but,
I suppose, the last year has been hard in
that respect.
“Tt was coming. I'm getting married on
July 10 and, ebviously, that's a priority.
*With inter-county, work, my club, and
personal life, I just don't feel | have that
enerEy anymore to juggle them all,
“When vou want to play inter-county
camogie, you want to give it your all and
you ask yourself if you're mentally and
physically up for it,” Gemma said.
“I think I've spent 50 many years, in the
last five vears, | suppose over all of my ca-
reer, double, triple, quadrople jobbing,
and it just got a bit too hectic and 1 just
thought, “Look, T need to ultimately make
the decision and go with it’,
“With another number of weeks® lock-
down, T'd have to train alone almost as &
professional athlete. I'm notin a tion
to relax a bit, as I'don't have youth on'my

slde.

“Golng out for a small run lately, I've
niggles and aches that [ was fortunate
gnough never to have during my cireer,
but now I'm starting to feel all of that, you
do have to really go away and think,”
Gemma sald. “It's easher if yvou're sur-
rounded by a team and the support nei-
work to get you over the line when you get
i thie end stage of Your cCANET,

“Wea've all found ourselves, in these
crazy times, where we don't have access (o
those things now, I think [ just weighed up
everything and went with the decision
that T've been very fortunate in the last
number of years.

land final in the closing minutes, before -

<«

Great player,
better person

[T'5 the end of a magnificent era: Gemma .

“I'va had a wonderful career. ['ve
plaved with magnificent players and had
some wonderful managers,” Gemma sadd.

“T've had a great relationship with Pa-
dig Murray and we've had some tremen-
dous wins. I rang Paudie and thanked
him. He's brought camogie to a different
standard, with a esslonal set-up,

“Some of the plavers and the set-up I've

laved with have excallent. I'm fin-
Eshlnp. not really wanting for anything, Of
eourse, I'd love to have won another All-
Ireland medal. 1'd love to have 10, not
pine, but if T had 10, I'd probably want 11
and that's the way It's always golng o be,
When vou play at the top level, you always
want more."

Has a weight been lifted now that the
decision s made? “I suppose I'm really
emotional about i 1 spent most of my day
probably crying about certain things.

“I'm happy that I've come to a decision.
After the semi-final defeat last year in
Paire Ul Chaoimh, 1 was saying, “Jeex,
eould T leave on this note® but I could be
saying that for ever.”

Army sergeant Gemma will be kept
busy, involved in the vaccination rollout
when the call comes.

=That's all very exciting, too, bocause,
at the end of the day, that's like the final
phase of everything, so you're just hixping
that we can get in there, get stuck in and
help. However, we need to help and get
everyone vaceinated,” Gemma sald.

“In terms of my retivement, that will
free me up a hit for that." y

Trying to pick out standout moments in
a playing career is always hard, but
Commas face breaks into a broad smile as
she reflects on the one-point 2017 and 2018
vhetaries over Kilkenny.

» Just because of the manner in how we
won them. They brought such joy.

=T beat Kilkenny, those little moments
af chance and, then again, the second year
running to do itall over again.

Cork's Gemma O'Connor, after the defeat to Kilkenny in the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland senior camogie champlonship semi-final at Pdirc Ui

Picture: Eddie Otlae

Cork’s Gemma O'Connor with her parents,
Geraldine and Donal, right, celebrating the
2011 4 win over Kilkenny in the Liberty Insurance
All-Ireland camogie final. Picture: Eddie OHare

=1t 2til]l makes me giddy and excited. It's
those close games, where nobody wants (o
give each other an inch and it's like you
have that little ehanee or luck and ﬁrml.
tnke it and it works out and it's unbeliev
able,” Gemma said. :

' like to also thank my club, Marian
MeCarthy, and the county board for the
wonderful support they have given me,
my teammates and managements, and 1
wish the girls every success for the future,

a1l like to thank my family, my dad.
Donal, my brother, Glenn, my aunts an
my partner, Aakfe. X

Wil huwd grean times.

Gemma's mother, Ger, was a constant
at every game, but sadly ;m.sly.d away in
w15, Geraldine was Gemma's first men-
tor. She hailed from Glen Rovers and was
keen to get- Gemma enlisted with them.

Gemma attended one tralning session,
hut as the Glen's grounds were too far
away from their home in Ballyphehane,
ghis turned to 5t Finbarr's, her father's
club. Ger played a koy role thranghout
Gomma's career and they were exeeption-
ally close.

She's amiling down at her daughter,
proud of thie wonderful carecr gha hsd
even prouder of the wonderful person she
is.



O'Connor’s ability to go off-script is part of what makes her one of the greats
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r her and for other | feel right without her mot

with call to end Cor

Ecghan Cormican

After 19 vears representing her county
at senbor hevel, the reality that she is no
longer a Cork camogie player has yet to
aink in for Gemma O Tonner,

The nine=time All-lreland winner
pressed stop on a glittering inter-coun-
ty career on Tuesday. It was a decision
nol easily macke, bt the correct one no-
nethebess, she feels.

Having first pulled on a red shict at
the ape of 13 In the late B0, O Connor’s
Cork eareer — underage and senfor —
spanned foor decpdes and saw her ool
lect a record 11 All Stars. She was 17
when she won her first senior All-Ire-
land in 2002 and just 20 when named
Playver of the Year in 2008,

“It has been a long road of wearing
the Cork jersey, but a great one,™ the 35-
year-old snid yesterday.

The fact that it is at an end will take
timme to get her head oround, however.

“It hasn't sunk in, not af all,” she
sianie, 1 am quite an emotional person as
it is, but dg‘lnilel,'.' it has been an emo-
tlonal 24 fo 48 hours. T was sitting in
work today and having a small kit of an

outer-body experience.
¥ E:rt has bean o massive journey in
my 1,

That journey affects evorybody,

il izn't just me, it is my family and

tha puib afterwards to discuss the game
nnd eelebrate or commizerate, They are
the things 1 have been thinking about
thronghont the day.

“And I know when | properdy reflect,
what'll come Mooding back are certain
moments in different games, coming
down o Cork after vou won or lost an
Adl-Treland, and going training early on
a Saturday or Sunday morning. And
vou are thinking also of all the girds yvou
are leaving behind.

“In ene sense, vou almoest feel like
vour are Kind of stepping away from it
u_r'lll lenving people down. I = almost
like you are throwing the towel in,

“I'd hate to admit that, but every
sparts person or athlete, irrespective of
what level yon plaved at; there comes a
time where yvou have to wallk away. 1
have been very fortunate to e a fan-
tasiie career, so [ am very grateful for
that. For me, the time is righ.”

Injury meant the army sergeant
playved only one game in last year's
shortened All-Ireland Championship
and while she toyed with the idea of @
Sth season in red, glven the 2021 cam-
pakgn will be similarly truncated, hep
mind and body sabld otherwise,

“1 dan't feel freeh, i I'm being honest
— | fimird & it fatigued,” the St Finbare's
clubwoman saicd, -

. 0"Connor still coming to terms
career

Cork's Gemma 0"Connor has won nine
All-fredands and 11 Al Stars.

Picture; InphovBryan Keane

Cork and to be born into that legacy of
Cork camogie, 1 am so privileged o
have been a pivd of i

Her wish for the inter-county game as
she departs is thal the Camogie Assoc)-
ation put the correct rules in place 1o
“"hest showense the ability and athles-
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EE-_.E&E = _:_-.EEﬂ ] if aftar 19 yoars of tha md posa over all of my carear, and thal split second decision to
1 EE_Es=eicTs _E_ui_ﬁ ] anct white senicr jorsay for Cork.  equaliser in the 2017 final inthe  doubling, Iripling, quadrupling  grab it which saw tham over the
. Eﬁ CEE=ES o E 5] Hoider of nine Al-reland tiles  closing minutes bafore Julia  jobbing and it just gol a bit loo  line, "I'd like 1o thank my club,
_E iigg EE iﬂ %iE and 11 All-51ars in addition to  White popped up with the injury  hectic and | just thought look | Marian McCanhy and the county
Hational League and Munster  time winnar to defeat Kilkenny, need to ultimately make the  board lor the wonderd suppor
champlonship titlzs Gamma i An emotiona! Gemma speak:  decision and go with it, “I'va had  they have given me, my lsam-
an icon of the game. ing carlier said; It was a lough  a wonderlul caress; 've played  mates and managements and |
Her anncuncement wasnl en-  decislon. | never even want lo  with magnificent playors and  wish the gifts every success for
Wraly unenpecied tul a shock ol a8y the wodds that I'm nol golng  had some wondedul managers.  the future. )
tha same. We'll miss her troman-  back of P'm reling. | nover erwis-  've had a great relationship with Cark ans in & ransitional pari-
dous pon the fisld, har - aged mysell saiing it but | sup-  Paudie Murray over tho past  od with a numbar of ynunH
versalllity, har incredible athlel-  pose the last year has beon hard  nasmber of years and wo've had  players now eoming throug
bism, her work rate, 1ough de- i that respect. i was coming.  somp Tremendous wins”. with that and some af the
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B John Bohane

CARRIGTWOHILL Camogie
Club club member Lorraine
O'Connell was recently aw-
arded the Camogie Associ.
ations Cork Valunteer of the
Year award for 2020,

The dedicated club volun-
feer was awarded the prestig-
ious award following vears of
remarkable and dedicated ser-
vice in a variety of roles with
the camogie club,

“It was a great moment for
my family and I, It was a huge
honour and a great achiev-
ement. [ never knew [ was
nominated so when I received
the email saying 1 had won
this award [ was in total
shock.

“It was a nice surprise to gat
howewver. I was thrilled to ac-
cept this award on behalf of
Carrigtwohill Camogie Club.”

Lorraine, who hails from
Eildare, inttially got involved
with the Carrigtwohill club
when her daughters began to
play camogie with their local
club. Subsequently, she
moved into coaching and help-
ing out with the club.

“It is a great way o meet
people and make contacts in a
new community. 1 had moved
ta the area so 1 was thrilled to
join the club.

=1 played a bit with the club,
before moving on to coaching
underage teams and then ad-
vancing into administrative
rnles,

“It is good to give back. Qur
numbers wera small from
bath a playing and adminis-
trative perspective at the
start, but they have grown
substantially in recent years.

Carrigtwohill currently
field teams from UG level up to
the minor grade. This vear,
they are flelding a team in the
minor g‘l‘:lld.& for the first time
in their history.

“Our numbers have in-
creased si tly in recent
years. We have invested a lot
of time and effort into recruit-
{ng members and -

*There Is great coaching
going on within the club. We
had a very strong U16 team in
the last few years who achiev-
ed great success. These
players will now feature in the
minor grade this year which is

a great achievemnent.

“ & big priority for us s to
grow our members and ensure
they keep progressing up
along the age groups. A big
farget for us in the coming
vears is to field a junior team.”

Lorraine is currently very
active within the club trying
to recrult more [emale
eoaches who can pass on their
knowledge to the growing
numbers of underage players.

“[am always looking to add
more female coaches. The
more numbers we have the
bedter.”

The award winner is confi-
dent the camogie ciub possess
a bright future.

“We have great facilities, a
very strong and united, com-

i ttee growing playing
\ numbers. Tﬁ?fuim is very
bright.”

B Breda Graham

THE people of Cork are being imdted 1o put their best P AR
foot forward and hit the road in support of Cork Camo- s
gie and Jigsaw Cork as Camén Corcaigh, the vitual \
Sk gets under way, :

Organisers are imviting people to sign up and get in-
volved as a way of keeping the camagie tamily and
wiglar community engaged, and eap the name of Cark

Camogie in the mind's eye as everybody confinues o
abserve current guidalings.

Proceedings got under way yesterday mormin
when Lord Mayor Joa Kavanagh and Lady I.la.'.'mma
Slephanie h ook the sleps in the inaug-
umllﬂﬂwmm outsice Hall,

) anagh sakd he was “delighted® to gve his
suppen to Cork Camogie and Jigsaw and looked foe-
ward to “getting out i the fresh ale® at the weakend.

County board chairpersan Malread Donavan -
couraged people to get Imacived over the weekand.

"“ﬂﬁﬂﬂ!‘_ﬂilmh“iﬂw as a group and
also suppor Jigsaw, which provides superb services.
We in Gork Camogie ara hibed b have been 80 in-  fee— - =
volved and the feedback has ona of huge positiv- e - el B
ity. We hope to see taking part and it s stll = 7y

nat too late to register. if anybody has not registerad P B st 25

yo. hnse do ndcomocutend T ateiNe, | CoA= I e o i e | 8
OB canmnot hit TG Gan - - { -

also donate via the Caman Corcaigh website: Etmnﬂ’{uﬂnﬂ,l:mh{ayugh,wﬂhu#mym Stephanie Kavanagh and Lord Mayor Joe Kavanagh at the launch

w.puwpmnﬂ_le}munfﬁmmmmﬂgh-ﬂlua]-ﬁhf. of the Cork Camogie and ligsaw Virtual Skm, which is taking place over the weekend. Picture: Jim Cowghlan

ntercouy | McGrath fears !

clubgames will
go unplayed
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u Paddy Hickey

CORK camogie player Pamela
Mackey has revealed ghe Is not yet
ready to permanently close the
door on her inter-county career,
Contrary to the belief in some
circles, the five-time All-Ireland

Paul Keane

Galway and Sarsfields camogie star Siobhiin McGrath b fiear-
ful outstanding All-Ireland club series games will be
gerapped. MeGrath scored 14 inclwding the late match-win-
ning goal to see off Slaughtmnell in last Nlarch's All-lrekynd
senior club decider ot Croke Park.

Sarsfields retained the Galway camogle ttle by dlefeating
Ardraban in Detober 1hu1igh all clulir ::1nlﬁrm51uunﬁ_h:-l|m
ing ghortly afterwards. The Munster club championship was
| %ul}s El":hgeﬂrﬁa?l;gmd‘;;:mﬂmnb down Elrl:r the last two — Inagh Kilnamona (Clare) v Drom &
. “I've chosen to take a break from Inch (Tipperary) — at that stage, with no fresh date as of vet.
laving with Cork in this vear's It means Sarafields conld be deniled the opportunity bo
gampa].gn but hopefully I'll be retain thelr All-Ireland title, this year at least, .
hack p!aj.-i'ng with the county in “It's & strange one, it°s still up in the u.lr_renl]}_ sr..:ml
next vear's league amd champlon- MeGrath of the All-Ireland series. " The Camosie eksm:iunlm:
ship™. said the long-servin haven't come out and said 1t"s cancelled 50 a8 a player you |
dei'gm'j.a r, whose f.:iﬁ;.w Rebe still have that small glimmer of hope but as the weeks are
Gamma ﬂ"l:unmr has announced golng on, it is harder to sec when they can fit {t in.
her retirement in the wake of =iy have to be of the mindsat tl:l.nl: it is going ahesd until
rine All-Treland senior wins and you get offictal confirmation. We'Te Irying to stay ticking
| 11 All- Star awards over @it home, Before Christmas we had great hope for it. we
' “I'vabeen phyiul% with the Cork thought everything would be fine. 1t's up in the air now and in
senior team since | was 16 vears fairness to the Camogie Association, it's hard for them to give
of but I'm still only 28, and [ a date. No-one knows what's happening. . e
would like to think that T still be University of Limerick student McGrath was spe III:: at
playing inter-county camogie the announcerment that 100 inter-county plavers are b0 hene-
whé; I'm well into my 30s. fit from scholarship funding. A At on i
“Over this year, 1 intend to keep The Gaelic Plavers Association-supported initia Eir:cj
in very good ph].::.lﬁ] shape and vides su mls.}fohr;!s:; extraﬁ-ﬁ ﬁy:gsrml?“;:':&ln compared to
i (=] (214 i
o mﬂ g m’l"]imaslun_: of m:hn'il;lrshlps Hr-eplnv?hmb!e for L‘aﬂ“'!tgjﬁ
yers because we don't get expenses the Eame a5 fny
ﬁul this can help keep us being able to play at 2 high level
and to support ourselves through college,” sa el MeGrath.

An All-Ireland finalist with Galway at Croke Park last De-
cember, McGrath alsoe urged the Camogic Association, LGFA
and GAA to join forces seoner rather than later. .

“If's 2021 and we're still three separate arganisations, it
really doesn’t make sense,” said MoGrath. “H-ullhr.!pEEuII:.' i
lot more people are talking about it pow and it's more of
conversation and you'd hope, you'd hreal!_:.'.mﬂ!l:.' hope that in
the fear future they can come logather.

Speaking on International Women's Day. McGrath sug-
gested there's still a distance (o fravel to secure greater re-
gpect Tor ladies games, »There's definitely more respect for
us, that's 100% the case, but 1 also do think lhamha-nmﬂh;u
journey still to goon. It clearly isn't really at the destination it
needs to be at just yet.”

| winner has net made a decision to
excluslvely focus on her career

b make the transition back to

inter-county camogie when next

year comes around. Aleeady, I've

started to do a good of running,

and because of my commitments

with Cork and Douglas this was
| spmething [ was unahble to do for
| the last 13 yesurs OF S0,

“I'm up to doing around 13Em
at the moment and my plan s o
gradually build up my endurance
and my bo whare I would be
capabla runnina’.lhm distance of
a marathon,” sabd Mackey.

Her twin sister Katriona also
lines out with the county and
intends to play on this year with
Paudie Murray's charges.

Unlike the campaigns of 2003,
2014, 2015, 2017 and 2018 when
Pamela and Katriona helped the
Leesiders to All-Treland glory, the
Mackey twins had their hopes of
O'Duffy Cup success dashed at the
semi-Tinal stage of the last two
campalgns.

Eut Pamela, who, along with her
team-mates, suffored penultimate
disappointment at the hands of
Kilkenny last year and Galway in
2018 (by agonising two-point and
ome-point margins) is very hopeful
that Cork will increase its haul of
All-Traland tithes to 29.in
this vear's cham 8

“There are a lot of very promis-
| ing young players coming through

from the Cork minor teams who
won the All-Ireland in 2018 and
2019 and that has to be a big plus
for the sentor side this year, and
algo for future years”, said the
four-time All Star award winner
who has played in every defensive
position at inter-county level.
the wing-hack berths being hoer

favourite roles. : r

noe | would be optimistic that.
aleng with Kilkenny and Galway,
Cork will be there or holifs
in this vear’s champlonship.”
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Waiting game

for clubs

as date for reftumto
play stil undeaded

AS sporting organizations

?!E:t a d;!-ctis!nn ﬁ uin_';whﬂl'l
LN ining.

and then COUnLY S0

mittees MEE tt:-hﬁ dﬂemﬂﬁ

organksing BOABON

ﬁ of also :'Iearfing the back-

itksa H‘ELT difficult task: A
huge amount of games will
need fo be plaved in a short
Hime.

The league season usually
begins in late March/early
April. but it Ishhart%htﬂ AL
leagues taking place s 1

Given that cliabs will meed
pri-season preparation when
ithe peturn to play is an-
nonced, we may have to go
stralght to championship, buk
it is fust a waiting game, until

jwe get some clarity on when
netivitios can resnmoe.

Last season was condensed
and, to thelr eredit, the county
juvenile camogie commities
got a hufe number of games
plnreri a short period,

fue makm, to the eo-
nperaﬂuu 'Dfﬂlﬂ chishs:

There was Hitle oF o oom-
plaining about times, dates, or
venunes; it was simply all
hands to the pumps and get
the matches played

The huge efforts made by all
the elubs and by the county
board-and the jovenile com-
mitten l:anugl !Jie ﬂﬂgﬁ:&
mated: They dug in i
champi under way.

The juventle commitles —
Mairead Donovan, as lead co-
ordinator, joined by Darina
Foley, Eileen Healy, Eilish
Nyhan, Eithne Allen, Hilda

. Liam Ryan, Matas-

b Dmmr and William Wal-
I‘ﬂa}t& their champlon-

shluﬂ In groups, with the top
teams progressing to the
kniockout stages of the cham-
:ﬂnnshlus and the second-

E laced Ieam.!- gaing to the

of the plates,

A.I.llhu cham pl:m
WEre TUn on 4 back basis
and this was a change in
format for the Intermediate
anid ju:gﬂr clubs, bhut [t

A.ll clubs were happy with

the organisation of the cham-

pionships, which were run off
Superbly.

The aim of the juvenile com.
plonship fias complcs o
L. completed

llﬂnl; mﬂﬂuhg

'mr:lhlnu Was running to
iplan, with eight U16 finals
planned for that wokand,
unthl restrictions hit

had to be can-

1t wats & pity, given that one

lMarg.rHHn'nln

more weekend wonld have
soen the calendar done and

dusted.

The juvenile board is now
faced with a backlog to clear
before they can even think
about a acw calendar of
games, a5 it is only fair that
competitions be completed.

For many of theé young
players involved, it may be
their only opportunity to ever
play in acounty final and fora
Ye-year-old to miss out on this
el be so unfair.

The U166 Premier champlon-
ship has one semi-final to be
played, between Aghabul-
logue and Aghada, with the
winners playing the holders,

in the eounty final.

The U6 Premier ELEte final
I5 ready to go, with Eire Og
down to meet [nniscarra.

All set and ready to play in
the U6 A championship are
Glen Hovers, who will be

dieton.

The Ul6 A plave final will
gee Sarsflelds 2 and St Fin-
bare’s meet,

The U186 B champlonship
final is ready to go; with But-
tevant taking on Ballinas-
Flati At G ripaline 1ol
pHaie 1
meet Castlelyons,

One U16 © championship
final was plaved, with Bandon
taking the title at the expense
of Kinsale in a thrilling con-
test.

Thers are also two out-
standing U14 games to be

P

In the Uld B cup final,
Barryroe are through to mect
St Fanahan's and in the UL4B
Plate final, Banteer will meet

ne 1.

S0, again, it is skmply a wait-
ing game now, but chairper-
gon Mairead Donovan has as-
sured clubs that when the pe-
urm o is announced, lhu
clubs involved ln last vear's
finals will be fority
and all finals gﬂ.

It will be har-dl o nluha i
prepare for these finals,
that most players have been
inactive since December, but,
at this stage, all evervbody
wants to do is get back ot
ihere, 26 let's hope it 15 soonor

n the meantime, everybody
stay safeand well.

Linda
Mellerick

LARRY MeCARTHY, 66, is the new presi-
dent of the GAA ; q

A native of Cork city, born in Bishop-
stown, he is a member of the $1igo foothall
club in Wew York and has served with
New York GAA in a number of capacities,
Including secretary, chairman and Cen-
tral Enuncil delepate,

A university lecturar MeCarthy be-
came the first overseas peesident of the
GAA last week.

(f course, behind every great GAA man
is a great GAA wWoman,

Larry is the son of the late Cork and
Munster camogie official Aedin
McCarthy.

Amdin was freasurer of the Cork board
for three years and treasirer of Munster
oounecl for 18 vears,

She won Cork schoels champlionshi
medals with 5t Aloysius school and
iﬁ:m championship medals with Old

Acdin was a great character and would
keep the whole company entertained.

Larry's gisters, of which he has six,
%Ia&r&d camagie for Mount Mercy and

It's no surprise then that the president
has already included woman on all of his
committess with Mary Judge, Aoife Far-
relly and Julie Galbraith appointed.
They will hold positions on the Central
tions Control Commitbes (COCC),
the Central Hearings Committes (CHC)
and the Central Appeals Committon
(CAC) respectively,
This act argues well for the conting-
ation of the good work done todate on the
Integration of the Camogie Association,
LGEA and the GAA.
Ini his first address as Ident and n
hi= many interviews afterwards Larry
roundad on keyvboard warriors, saving
they disconrage woluntesrism within the

asaociation.

Wachtardn Tofa Chumann Lithchleas Gael
Larry McCarthy .

This applies to all entities under ths
GAA umbrella.

In his first address following the official
handover from sutgoing president John
Horan at GAA Congress, McCarthy
echodd comments made by his prodes-
cessor in his closing remarks in the rols,

Hitting out at a “seclal medis gang moen-
talit¥”, Horan said; “Many of our
members, be they veluntesrs or officials,
have been on the receiving end of this
venom and bile which exposes soclal
mclia ot as & tool for betterment but as o
dark and dangerous place that cannot be
allowed to e a form of bullying that may
act as a barrier to encouraging peophe to
atep up and make themeelves avallable for
volunteering or accepting positions.”

McCarthy elaborated on that In hisown
adlress and made an indirect reforenee to
the Donald Trump administratlon when
emphasksing the importance of choice of
words,

He said: "One of the lessons that we
might learn from the recent near collapss
of democracy in the United States is tht
wornds matter. What one says matiers,
what one puts in the public domain
matiers.

“Ini that regard | would ask all of ws o
tone dowm the tenor of our public com-

Aedin McCarthy, the late Cork and Munster camogbe official, is new GAR president Larry McCarthy's mother.

McCarthybacks
women in GAA

mentary. Sochil medin has wondorful ns-
pects to if, but there is algo a dark glile
Omne of which Is. In the words of sports
commentator Bob Costas, "a corrasive as-
sault on civility’.

*Let's think aboul that, "a corrosive as-
zanlt on civiliby”,

“By all means let s express an opinkon,
but plense let’s deo it in amanner that 15 re
specifil. There is no place for the type of
abuse that many of our players, velun-
teers and officlals have been subjected to
In pecenit years,

*By all means argue the point in a pub-
He discussion hat cla a0 in a manner which
does justice notl only o yoursell bt to the
GAA. IT you are one of those keyvboard
warriors who, tn covwandly fashlon hides
behind nom de plumes and aliases, and
castigates our officlals, plyers or refior-
BEs, SLOp.

“Youir behavieur ot only has a cornos
e effect on clvility, it has a long term cor-
rosive effect on the GAA a8 it discourages
people from volunteering as members of
ciur association.™

klcCarthy also referred to what he calls
the “eritics collective™; he explained: “It is
a term that [ loosely use to describe otr
members who have transktioned from the
playing field to the role of commentator or
prognosticator on the natlonal alrwaves,
Thelr commenis, sometimaes well mean-
ing, can have a huge negative impact on
our plavers, refececs, and ofTicials.

‘Mobody sets out to bave 1 poor gume,
least of all the players, but It happens, and
it kappens on the big stage as often as not.

“Rest assured that the players and offi-
clals are the first people to Know that they
have not performed o thelr potential and
added eritique can have a distinetly
negative Impact not only on the player,
referer or official, but on their extended
families as well,”

As incoming president MeCarthy told
delegates recently at their annual Con-
nacht GAA convention that he supporied
measures suggesied by the Connaught
secrotary John Prenty who wants limits
placed on the amount spent on inter-cotun-
tr sbdes,

All very positive frst steps from the
nmew president, a lob of focus on im 1
toples which will enhanees the ladies as-
gociations ae wall,



Alldreland Senior champions Kilkenny dominate the 2020 Camogie All-Stars team sponsored by
Liberty Insurance, taking six places on this year's selection announ ced by Killian Whelan during a
maiden virtual event on Saturday March 6™

All-lrekand runners-up Gatway received two awards, with Tipperary and Cork recening, three awards each and Walermord comphetirg
thie ing-up with one awarg.

Amongst the winners for the champions were full-back Claire Phelan, left half-back Davina Tobin, migfield Grace Walsh, eft half-
forward Dense Gaule, fullforward Minam Walsh and lefl cornéer-fonvand Anne Dallan,

All-irefand runners-up Gahlway are represented with right corner-back Shauna Hesly and nght cornerforward Orlaith McGrath,

Tipperary players Aine Skattery (goalkeeper), Mary Ryan (left corner-Dack) and Karen Kennedy [centre hali-back) receive ther first All-
Stars Awards and are joined on the AlkStars selection by Cork tric Hannah Looney (right half-back), Chine Sigerson (micfield] and Orla
Cronin (centre halfforward),

Waterford captain and right half-forward Miamh Rocketl completes this yEar's winning selection,

Kilkenny manager Brian Dowling was named as Manager of the Year for the first time after guding his team (o All-lreland glory in
Diecember.

Kilkenny's Demise Gaule also collected The Camogie Association/WGPA Senior Players Player of the Year award lallowing on from her
match winning performance in the AlHreland Senior decider. Miamh Mallon of Down was the recipient of the Intermediale accolade
whilst Armagh's Ciara Donnelly was chosen as the Junior Players. Piayer of the Year, All three were seletled after voling by intercounty
players through the WGPA with the awards sponsored by Liberly Insurance.

All-iraland Intermediate champions Down lead the 2020 Soaring Slars Awards, represented by six players: defendars Dearohla
Magee and Fionnuala Carr, madfietder Paula O'Hagan and forwards Sarg-Louise Graflan, Niamh hallon and Sorcha McCartan,

Iriesmediate runners-up Antrim are represented by three players: defenders Chioe Drain and Niamh Donnelly along with forward
Masyve Kelly,

Represented from the All-ireland Intermediate Semi-Finalists are goalkeeper piceen Lowry and defender Clodagh Tynan from Laois,
while Meath defender Claire Coffey also receives an award.

Mi-redand Premier Junior Champions Armagh receive lwo Scanng Slars awards 10 forwards Leanne Donnelly and Ciara Donnelly winike
the remaining pesition is taken by Nancy Murray Cup champion Rdisin 07 Keeffe from Cavan,

Speaking at the event Camogie Assoclation President Kathleen Woods sald:

“I wiould like to welcome everyone lo this evening’s Carmogie Al Stars presentation. This event is down te the comrmiiment ol o, O
players, It is down o the commitment of Lebety Insurance our Sponsars who slond fomdy with us throughout 2020, It is down 1o Ihet
eammitment of county managers and counly boards (o comply with all the protocols and procedures that were necessarny. To all of you,
thank o,

“vou, our AlLStar nominees played the Champlonships behind closed doars in emply stadia and i didnt curtall you're your passion
and commitment, Thank you also (o the WGPA far their inoul in the Players' Flayer of the Yoar awarls,

“Congratulations to all of tomght’s nominges and winngrs. Let U= fow look forward 1o the 2021 Championships™.



2020 All-Stars team sponsored by Liberty Insurance:
Goalkeeper: Aune Slattery (Tipperary) - 17 Time Winner

Right Comner-Back: Shauna Healy (Gatway) - 2™ Time Winner
Full-Bacic Claire Phelan (Kitkenny) - 2™ Time Winner
Left Comer-Bachk: Mary Ryan (Tipperary) - 1% Tima Winner
Right Half-Back: Hannah Looney (Cork) - 2 Time Winner
Centre Hatf-Back: Karen Kennedy (Tipperamy) = 1% Time Winnet
Left Half-Back: Davina Tobin (Kilkanny) - 1% Time Winner

Midfleld: Chice Sigerson (Cork) - 2™ Time Winner

Midfield: Grace Walsh (Kilkenny) - 2™ Time Winner

Right Half-Forward: Niamh Rockett (Waterford) = 1% Time Winner
Centre Half-Forward: Orla Cronin (Cork) - 1% Time Winner

Left Halt-Forward: Dense Gaule (Kilkenny) - 4™ Time Winner
Right Corner-Forward: Ortaith McGrath (Galway) - 1* Time Winnes
Full-Forward: Mirizm Walsh (Kitkennyl - 2™ Time Winner

Left Corner-Forward: Anre Dalton (Kilkenny) - 7™ Time Winner

2020 Soarlng Stars sponsored by Liberty Insurance:
Goalkeeper: Acdin Lowry (Laois) - 1% Time Winner

Right Corner-Back: Claire Coffey (Meath) - 3™ Time Winner
Full-Bacike Dearbhla Magee (Down) - 1% Time Winner

Left Corner-Back: Chioe Drain {(Antrim) = 1% Time Winner

Right Half-Back: Miamh Donnefly (Antrim) = 1% Time Winner
Centre Half-Back: Fionnuzia Carr [Down) - 5™ Time Winner

Left Haif-Back: Clodagh Tynan (Laots) - 1¥ Time Winner
Midfield: Roisin O'Keeffe (Cavan) = 1% Tima Winner

Midfield: Paula O'Hagan (Down) - 1 Time Winner

Right Half-Forward: Leanne Donnelly (Armagh) = 1% Time Winner
Centre Half-Forward: Sara-Lowss Graflin (Down) - 2™ Time Winner
Left Half-Forward: Maeve Kelly (Antrim) - 1% Time Winner

Right Corner-Forward: Niamh Mallon {Down) - 5™ Time \Winner
Full-Forward: Ciara Donnelly (Armagh) - 2™ Tirme Winner

Left Corner-Forward: Sorcha McCanan [Down) - 1 Time Winner

2020 Manager of the Year sponsored by Liberty Insurance:

Brian Dowling, Hilkenny - 1% Time Winrer

2020 Camogle Association/WGPA Players' Player of the Year sponsored by Liberty Insurance:
Senior Players® Player of the Year: Denise Gaule (Kilkenny) - 2nd Tirme Winner
Intermediate Players’ Player of the Year: Niamh Mallon (Down) - 17 Time Winner

Junior Players' Player of the Year: Ciara Donnedly (Armagh) - 1% Tane Winner




CORK'S Hannah Looney, Chloe Sigerson and Orla
Cronin have besn honoured at theﬂx?h-uml. All-Star
ceremony. It was a first award for free-taking contre-
forward Cronin, and a second each for attacking
wing-back Looney and midfielder Sigerson.
Naturally, All-Treland champions Kilkenny domi-
nate the 2020 Camogie All-Stars sponsored by Liber-
::_l:'_]:_lhsurnnw. taking six places on this year’s selec-
All-Treland runners-up Galway received two
awards, with Tipperary and Cork receiving three
awards each and Waterford completing lhn?jnn-up
'.1.."|A'Ih one award.
mongst the winners for the champions were full-
barck Claire Phelan, left half-back Davina Tobin, mid-
field Grace Walsh, left half-forward Dentse Gaule,
full-forward Mirtam Walsh and left corner-forward
Anne Dalton.

All-Treland runners-up Galway are represented

Virtual All Stars for Looney, Sigers

= Eamonn Murphy

with right corner-back Shauna Healy and right
cormer-torward Orlaith MeGrath,

Tipperary plavers Aine Slattery {goalkesper),
Mary Ryan (left corner-back) and Karen Kennedy
{centrg half-back) receive their first All-Stors. Water-
ford captain and right half-forward Niamh Rockett
completes this vear's winning selection.

Eilkenny managey Brian Dowling was named as
Manager of the Year for the first fime after guiding
hiz team to All-lreland glory in December.

Kilkenny's Denise Gaule also collected the Camo-
gle Association/WGPA Senior Players' Plaver of the
Year award following on from her match-winning

ance in the All-Ireland Senbor decider.

on, and Cronin

All-5tars team sponsored by Liberty Insurance:

B Goalkesper: Alne Slattery (Tipperary) - 151,

W Right corner-back: Shauna Healy (Gabway) - 2w,
B Full-back: Claire Phelan (Rkenny) - 2wl

B Left cormer-back: Mary Byvan (Tipperary) - 1st.

B Right half-back: Hannah Looney (Cork) - 2nd,

B Centre hatl-back: Karon Kennedy (Tipp) - 1=t

B Left hall-back: Davina Tobin (Kilkenny) - 15t

| Midfield: Chloe Sigerson {Cork) - 2nd Midfield:
Grace Walsh (Kilkenny) - Enid.

B Right half-forward: Nivmhb BEocketi (Waterfond) -
1zl

B Centre hall-forward: Orla Crondn (Cork) - 1=t

W Left half-forward: Denise Gaule (Kilkenny) = 4th.
B Right corner-forward: Orlaith MeGrath (Galway) -
15t

B Full-forward: Miriam Walsh (Eilkenny) - 2nd, Lafp
eormer-forward: Anne Dalten (Kilkenny) - Tih.

Kilkenny sweep the boards

at Camogie All Star awards

All-Ireland senlor camogie
champions Kilkenny have six
players on the All Stars team
which was announeced during
a virtual awards ceremony on
Saturday evening.

And there were further cel-
sbrations for the Cats as De-
nise Gaule was named the Ca-
mogie Association’/WGPA
Senior Plavers' Player of the
Year while Brian Dowling was
named as Manager of the Year
for the first time afer guiding
his team to glory in December.

All-Treland runners-up Gal-
way recelved two awards,
with Tipperary and Cork re-
ceiving three awards each;
and Waterford completing the
line-up with one award,

Full-back Claire Phelan, left
half-back Davina Tobin, mid-

fielder Grace Walsh, left half-
forward Gaule, full-forward
Miriam Walsh, and leflt
corner-forward Anne Dalton
all collected awards on the
back of their All-Treland-win-

ning Seasomn.
Galways's right corner-
back Shauna Healy and right

corper-forward Orlaith
MeGrath were honoured, a8

Cam

Kilkenny's Denise Gaule was named Players’ Player of the Year at

Saturday night's Camogie All Stars.

were Tipperary players Aine
Slattery (goalkeeper), Mary
Ryan {left corner-back]), and
Karen Kennedy (centre half-
back)

o A e g
1 = : =
:ﬂﬁ i ), and Orla go-
nin Lv:&nl:rtﬁr I::rti!.‘-ll_‘grwal;ii}

lope with Waterford eaptain
Ldngghr half-forward Niamh

Picture; Jannes Crombée/inpho

Rockett completed this year's
winning selection.
Meanwhile, All-Ireland In-
termediate champlons Do
led the 2020 Soaring Stars
Awards with six players.

mﬁHMHmwmﬁ‘wE“
Liberly Insurance; Goatkoapst:

Slanesy » Fight Corned-Blcic
Shaina Moaly (Gabyy, Full-Bach: Clare
Phelan [MBkerey), Left ComarBacki

ie chiefs set

to tackle tackling

Eoghan Cormican

“There was always physicality with-

ippeeary]; Flighl Hall-Back:
mm:gﬂuy iGeaky, Gonbe Hall-

Giraco Walsh (Rkenny); Halt-For-
ward: Miamh Rocketl (Watariord],
Contrg Mall-Forward: Oria Crosin (Cork),
LLiaft Fal-Fomvard: Denis Gaeda [Klioen:
ny): Right mnmﬂmm
WcGrlh ({Gabaayh, Ful .
Walsh (Fierryr), Lof CoenesFonvard:
::;prunnd‘h!r
2020 Scaring Btsm
Liberty Insarance: Goalaaps Asdn
| i) Right C | ¥
Coley (Moath), Full-Back: Dearbhis
My (Down). Lot Comes-Back! Chios
Drin {&ntrimi: Right Hak-Back: Niamh
Donnelly (Ardim), Conira HallBack
Flonnusly Carr (B, Lol Half-Back
Tynan (Lacis), Midfield: Roisin
D Kenin |Ctuuh'|ﬁ$l|d:l|;IrLFaur!da
o an (Dawng; hl raare:
LII‘HJ;M Donngdy |Asmpgh], Centin HaT
Farmard: Sana-Lolsso
Laf HallForwied: Masrsa Koily (Aninm);
Right Coenae-Forwmrd: Ninmb MaBan
(Do), Full-Forwand: Ciara Domnnthy
thrmagh). Left ComanFomward: Soncha
MiCartan (Do)
2020 Manager of the Year:
Brian Derafing, Kikendry.
2030 Camogle AssociationWORA
Samior Players” Player of the Year
Derime Gaubl (Killkenny):
Inlermadinte Players’ Player of the
par: Hamh Maios (Doang
Juridar Players” Player of the Year:
Ciara Donnady [Ramagh)

Camogie's experimental playing rules
will be voted on at next month's virtual
Congress, with incoming president
Hilda Breslin describing as “very posi-
tive” the feedback to the rules triatbed
e On will take place
magrie Congress i o
Saturday, April 10, and unlike the re-
cent GAA and LGFA Congresses, there
will be no deferral of contentions mo-
tions to an in-person Special Congress.
There are six proposed playing rules
delegates will vote on, one of which, if
passed, would permit a player to
shoulder an opponent. Most of the pro
posed rules require two-thirds 4
if thizy are to come Into effect at chab and
inter-county level for the 2021 season.
At present, the Camogie Association
rulebook states that a player may tackhe
an opponent by “shadowing the player
without deliberating interfering with

in the game, [ don't accept there wasn't
physicality. This [proposed changel,
maybe, has brought consistency to the
application of the rule and it has
probably clarified it a lttle, It is not full
contact, it is minimal and it can’t be
damn us play,” sald Breslin. "In our
feedback and in any of the surveys we
have done, that Is coming back as prob-
ahly the most positive trial rule.”

The other proposed changes include
allowing a quick puckout after a wide;
a player deemed to be persistently
fouling (two deliberate fouls) will be
given a 'tick” by the referee, followed by
a yellow card if they commit another
fioul after receiving satd tick; allowing a
free be taken from the hand if the player
fg fouled inside thetr own 45-meatre line;
outlawing the intentional d ng of
the hurley and hand-passed goals;
and only one person may stand on the
goalline for a penalty,

- A



Cam

ie chiefs set

to tackle tackling

-oghan Cormican

amogie's experimental plaving rules
il b woted on at nest month's virtual
-ongress, with incoming president
lilda Breslin describing as “very posi-
ive” the feedback to the rules trialled
pst year.

Camogie Congress will take place on
aturday, April 10, and unlike the re-
ont GAA and LGFA Congresses, thers
/ill be no deferral of contentions mo-
10ns to an in-person Special Congress,
There are six proposed playing rules
elegates will vobe on, one of which, if
assed, would permit a plaver to
houlder an opponent. Most of the pro-
osed rules require two-thirds backing
[ thiey are to come into-effect at club and
nter-county level for the 2021 seasomn.

At present, the Camogle Assockation
ulebook states thata player may tackle
n opponént by “shadowing the player
vithout deliberating Interfering with
he hurley or body of an opponent”,

The rulebook also says a camogie
laver cannot “deliberately shoulder
N opponent”,

This lack of permitted physical
ontact is expected to be done away
vith at Congress, with the proposal that
a player may wse minimal coniact on
in opponent’s bady from side-on, once
hey are making a reasonable affort to
ain posseszion of the ball" likely ta
ichieve the necessary 66% support.

Hilda Breslin, who will take over
rom Kathleen Woods as Camogle As-
oclation president at next month's
LATErEss, said the fesdback to the trial-
ing of this rule rlurinc%l}nast YEar's

and All-Treland rplonship
st ean n 1 lar b pEs ™

_ "There was always physicality with-
in the game, [ don't accept there wasn't
physicality. This [proposed change],
maybe, has brought consistency to the
application of the rule and it has
probably clarified ita LEtle, It is not full
conatact, it is minimal and it can't he
danierm:s play,"” sald Breslin, “In our
feedback and in any of the surveys we
have done, that is coming back as prob-
ably the most positive trial rile.”

The other proposed changes nclude
allowing a quick puckeut after a wide;
i player deemed to be persistently
fouling (two deliberate fouls) will be
given & ‘tick’ by the referee, followed by
a yellow card if they commit another
foul afler receiving said tick; allowing a
free be taken from the hand ifthe player
is fonled inside their own 45-metre line;
outlawing the intentional dropping of
the hurley and hand-pas=sed goals:
and only one person may stand on the

ine for a penalty.

“Under Camogle Association rules,
we can only take playing rules to Con-

every three years. 2021 s a play-
ng rules year, We have had very posi-
tive fecdback 20 we are going to Con-
%res.ﬂ. with the trial mles. An in-person
ongress wouldn't happen until Au-
tumn and that for ws would be too labe,
We'd miss another whole season, which
w dicn’t wamd to do. They will be voled
on individually, ong by one, in the hope
thiat we would get them all through,™

Any of the proposed playing rules
passid at will come into effect
S divys Llator on May 10, If inter-county
competitlons throw-in earlier than May
10, Ard Chomhairle has the power to

make ing rul
Mnxai-l;.‘ dnﬂnﬂ“ t 2



Shirley Moloney’s Zoom sessions with county champions Courcey Rovers are the stuff of Iegen_d_

‘When we log off Zoom sessions now

everyone says goodbye champlons"

BEY GER McCARTHY

IN the final moments of the
2030 county senior camogic
championship decider, Courcey
Rovers, chosing inonan historic
triumph, were in pole position.
They led Inniscarra by 5-12 to
| B 8

They were minutes from the
club's first-ever county semior
championship title. Defending
champions Inniscarra were on
the ropes.

That was also the moment
when Courcey Rovers selector
Jocy Gallagher decided to phek
up his fellow selector Shirley
Moloney and throw her over
his shoulder.

She dida't know what was
happening until the pitch ap-
peared upside down. Moloney
v Him thar the game was fr
from over. Gallagher careffully
placed her back on the ground
before pointing to his warch
and then 1o the scoreboard.

I dsde’t care, Moloney sxys,
‘Even with a four-goal lead,
['was pleading for that final
whistle.,

"When it went, 1 couldn’t
believe we had finally done it
It was a pinch-me moment:
Courcey Rovers were county
champions fof the first time. 1
ran on to the pitch to find my
sigter Ashling. All 1 could say
was we have done it, we have
done it It took about 2 week for
it to sink in, Even today, it still
feels a bit surreal.

*A first senior county title
iz what Courcey Rovers had
been aiming to achieve for
over 21 years. The squad had
come chose on 3 few oocasions
but only because they never
rexched their full potential.”

Who or what was the X-fac-
tor that got Rovers over the
line? Surely, Moloney's now-lea-
endary lockdown Zoom ses-
sions played a role,

‘I remember thinking F""

Ravers training ses-
sion that Shirley vwas
a hit of a lunatic, but
in a good way, Cork
senior Saoirse Me-
Carthy laughs.
Courcey’s cap-
tain Karyn Keo-
hane iz another
who sings her
DraiEes
"Shirley iz a
straight talker,
t players ap-
preciate thar,
Even now
when if |
g0 for a
run near

‘You'd hear the odd
voice shouting back
at yousaying, “Jesus,
Shirley, are youlosing
your mind or what?™
— Shirley Moloney

home, [ can hear Shirley in my
head sayving “Karyn, your head
will give up long before vour
body”,’ Keohane says.

A well-respected for-
mer Cork camogie PRO and
long-serving Courcey Rovers
player and coach, she got on
board with the senior manage-
ment team last year, adding her
knowledge and experience to
that of Mike Boland (manager).
and selectors, Kevin Hannon
and Joey Gallagher.

Rovers were coming off a dis-
appaointing 2019 and had lost
the 2018 county senior decider ~
o Inniscarra. The raw material
was there for a positive sea-
son. Then Covid-19 struck and
changed everything.

I came on board in 2020
and we started training in CIT,
Molomey explains,

‘Mext, we began running in
the ball alley at home and had
a few sessions under our belt
before word started filtering
through about Covid. That's
when everything ground to
a halt.

That’s also when my Zoom
sessions began and kept the
senior panel going through
April, May and June, We did
two sesskons a week but they
WETE MOre an oppartunity to
touch base as a growp. Working
hard, yes, but having an inter-
action with ¢ach other and a
bit of fun was more important
than anything elsc.

You'd hear the odd volee
shouting back at you saying,
“Jesus, Shirley, are vou bosing
your mind or what?” The ban-
ter and the craic were a good
distraction from what was-go-
ingon.'

It is worth noting that most
GAA clubs were in the same
boat during that first lock-
down in 2020, Each club was

running Zoom training ses-

sions but the difference
with Courcey Rovers was

Moloney's organisation,

:'_ delivery and after-ef-

fects.

*Shirley’s training
SCSSHNNG WETT & COM-
tributing factor to
Courcey. Rovers
winning the
county because
they were so
intense, Sao-
irse MeCar-

thy says.
e o
Shirley is
a task-
mias-
ter

iy

and won't take any excuses. The
club is absolutely everything
te her, I have so much respect
for her because of that. There
is an edge o Shirley. Make no
mistake, she'd go through you
rather than around you. There
are no prisoners taken,

‘But the lact Shirley took
on the training sessions, drew
them up, organised, and ran
them hersell was important. If
somesne asks you to do some-
thing, thenitisa lw easier todo
if they are willing to de it with
youn, Than's Shirkey.

Karyn Keohane takes on the
STy,

"Initially, the main reason be-
hind Shirley’s Zoom sessions
was Tor people’s moental health
and to help them throush lock-
down,’ Keohane says.

"‘Shirley jumped at the op-
portunity 1o organise and rin
the Zoom sessions with the
Courceys’ senior panel every
Tuesday and Saturday. She fa-
cilitaved the whale thing and
did everything for us includ-
ing posting the workouts on
oiir group chat for anyone that
couldn’t attend.

"‘Most importantly of all,
Shirley was able to explain
EvEry exercise down (o a tee,
That’s why we got so much

mmmmwmﬁhmm Hﬂuﬂ:lnzunmntysuﬂur:am:gle:hampmnmm SUCeS,

out of them, She is a brilliant
leader and made the players
put in that extra work because
she, a5 a member of our senior
management team, was will-
ing vo put in all that time and
work herself.

The GAA history books will
show that in 2020, and despite
a zlobal pandemic, Courcey
Rovers chaimed their first-ever
senior camogie championship
tithe, There were many contrib-
utory frcrors but ask anyone in-
valved with Courceys how tharg
soal was achieved and invari-
ably, Shirley Moloney's name
crops up.

True, the foundations had
been kaid during previous cam-
paigns and under different
management but Moloney's at-
tention v detail and dedication
in thve st irying circumstane-
€5 wor over her players,

‘1 remember tatking to Joey
Gallagher early in the year and
just alter we got back out on
the pitches. | sald to him that
this isn't going to be Courcey’s
year, Mo-one knows how things
will pan out but | wouldn't have
WinMing & county onmy mind 3t
all. “Ahyeah, Joey replied, bug i
you got one, you'll take i Lit-

{Fhoto L

the did we know. Moloney says.

*Fast forward to the coumty
final against Inniscarra and, my
God, we got off to a bad siart.
You could see peaple asking the
sRIME question: is this going w
be a repeat of the 2018 county
final defear 1o them (Innizscar-
ra) all over again?

“The girls decided to unbeash
the beast and grabbed that
county final by the serufi of the
neck. That was it. There was no
netd to coach them from the
side-lines that day, They began
to express themselves. All the
work had been put in but it was
county final day when it finally
all came wgether for Courcey
Rovers. | was so proud of them.

That's why when we log off
OUr Zoom traning sessions
now, everyene says goodbye
champions! That means a lot
even though it is still such a
newelty vo hear,”

LEFT: This picture of Shirley

Huﬂmwcelehalﬁ with
her sister Ashling
Courcey Rovers won the
2020 county senior final
features In the GAA book,
The Toughest Season.



And the winner is

Sandie Fltzglhbon

|Bamagle and basketball star wins The Echo Rehel Le

ibbon thrilled
{0 be voted ahead
of sports legends

= Mary Newman

HOMOURED and thrilled were just two
of the words used by our Echio Rebel Leg-
ends winner Sandie Fitzgibbon after
hearing the news that she beat 32 of
Cork’s most loved sports stars to win
this event.

The tournament, which captured the
hearts and minds of the city and county
over the past month, drew almost 20,000
votes online with Fitzgibbon drawing
54.7% of the vote In the final against
Bena Buckley.

That two female competitors reached

the decider shows how strong women's -

sport is in Cork, with former All-Irelancd
camoghe winner with Cork and Glen
Rovers, who was also a brilliant baskets
baller for Blarney and Ireland, coming
P triumps. . :
“1 am honoured and thrilled to win
this competition,” Fitzgibion sald,
“Just to have been picked as one of the
32 entrants was incredible. When youn
look at the quality of the field, [ am a
Little 3hm:kea and very humbled that the
people of Cork still remember my name,
“1 was wery lucky to play with some
great players and greal teams during my
time as an athiete. Without their help
and success, [ would not have achisved
what [ did bath o the piteh and an the
hasketball court.
“Twould 1ike to thank The Echo who
gave us all a big boost during a time
when tg:tail are starved of our beloved

aporks,

Hugely skillful, Fitzgibbon was also a
warrior on the pitch or hardwood,

“The Glen were a great team at the
Kime amd Elnme:.r wisre: also a super bas-
kethall team. eﬁme it everything I hacd

each day I played and I mgilﬁr.‘l the people
of Cork have remembered that.

“Tt was a great thrill to represent Cork
and win All-Ireland titles and lkewise 1
was lucky fo play for my country and do
well there too. [ want to thank all those
wha voted for me over the past faw
wesks."

Her family, friends and club col-
leagues were out in force across ¢ach
round, with Sandie getting the betier of
Billy Morgan, Denis Irwin, Bob Heffer-
nan, Roy Keane and Rena. )

“Ican't believe | beat Roy Keane in the
semi-final, He is an icon of Irish s
but my sisters, my family and my clubs,
the Glen and Brunell have been in-
credible in campaigning for me and get-
Whm SUppaTh MY canse,

“This is very emotional for me, It's a
great hononr and it means so much to
me, just to know people appreciated how

[ played and what [ did in my career so
many years after T played, means a hoge
amount to me."

Runner-up Kena Buckley, always a
class act on and off the field, paid tribute
io Sandie on her Wwin.

1 am delighted to have reached the
final, but there s no shame in losing to
Zandie. She was an amazing camogie
player and & great person. She was m:
tually n!riLiu:hnlufm!ne ETOWINE 0, S0

o her
ph}]‘dldn’tthmklmul:l reach the final.
There were some incredible players aml
athletes in this competition nnd it was
great fun voting for others every day.

1 am very happy that people thought
highly enough of me o vote for me
throughout the competition and 1 want
o thank thém all for thelr support, es-

¥ those people wh-n arganised it

r others to vote for me.”

W Seo pages 34, 35 for more.

Sandie Fitzgibban In ac-
tion forCark semler cama-
gie team againgt Galway
at Croke Parkin 1555,
Picture: SPORTSHILE

] Snglhss g il i _l_';‘

Sandie Fitzgibbon had lots of success with Blarney
Baskethall dub and was capped for freland.

sandie Fitzgibbon In action for Glen Rovers against Granagh
Ballingarry in a Munster Club Senior Championship game.




THE best champlons do it the hard way,
and thers were no easy match-ups for San-
die Fitzgibbon on her path to being
voted The Echo Rebel Legends winner.
Billy Morgan, Denis Irwin, Rob Heffer-
nan, Roy Keane and Rena Buckley, which
wionild be some five-a-side line-up in any
sport, all fell as the northsider’s sup-
pariers Backed her in large numbers.
The former Glen Rovers and Cork ca-
mogie ace, who shone az a basketballer
amd soceer player too, pot the backing of
her former team-mates, the basketball
cammunity in Cork and the sporting pub-
lic as she polled 54.57% in the final,
While the likes of Keane, lrwin, Sonia
Q's5ullivan or Jimmy Barry-Murphy
would have been obvious candidates to
EJt:::'-‘aﬂl it Was up to onr repders to vote on-
e and decide the victor in each of the 31
PAIrings,
Sandie Fitzgibbon's ultimate success
reminded the county what an incredible
athlete she was, a multiple All-Treland
champion for club and Cork, picked on the
camagie team of the 20th century, and a
wizard on the hardwood too, for Blarney
and Ireland
Rena Buckley, who had defeated Jonjo
O'Neill, Derval O'Rourke, JEM and form-
£r Resim-mate Briege Corkery, to reach the
last stage of the tournament had signifi-
cant backing all through as well and
would of course have been a more than
WCIEIr:ﬁ‘Er wmmrm o,

Shiows thi strangth of female sport on
Leeside that there were two women left
standing, while Claire Coughlan and
Linda Mellerick lost to Roy Keane and

Blarney basketballer Sandie Fitzgibbon shows off some of her basketball skills

- > i,

Sandie gets the
readers’ nod for
Legend honour

Sandie Fitzgibbon in action for Glen Rovers ca-
mogie team.

Rob HefTernan respectively by very nar-
TOW IMACgins,

It started with 32 stunning sports
pecple and we still need your help to pick
vour favourite Cork sports person since
170, which will be decided In the finalon
Mareh 11, Every time you vole you are en-
tered into a draw for a €200 shopping
vouther.

Rob Heffernan, Juliet Murphy, Keane,
Rena, JBM, Briege Corkery, Sandie and
Sonia O'Sullivan were the elite eight in
the quarter-finals, which reflected the cal-
ibre of the long-list in the first place,

How did we decide who was eligible?
This is Cork wa're talking about, not just
vour run-of-the-mill eounty, 8o even
shortening it to 32 candidates was a chal-
lenge for The Echo craw.

Sonla, Roy, Jimmy, O'Gara, Irwin,
Briege, Rena, Rob, Sedn Og, Stringer, .,
those sporting stars Mentifiable by just

one part of thelr name are obvious op-
tions.

Picture: Dents Minshane

Ot team of contributors used a few
criteria to nominate fome more con-
tendars.

The likes of Larry Tompkins and John
Caulfield didn't spend their formative
vieurs in Cork so they weren™t considened
for this exercise. However, Sedn Og O
huailpin, who moved to Cork at the age of
10, was, along with Fonan O'Gara, who
was barn in the U5,

Wit loaked at former players or athlobes,
in terms of being retired from the elite
leval of their chostn sport, which meant
Rena Buckley and Briege Corlery wene
in, but Simon Zebo, Denlse O'Sullivan, Pa-
trick Horgan, Davy Russell and Peter
O'Mahkony weren't,

There were a host of brilliant sports
people who just missed out, this time
around, incleding Mark Carroll, Pat Mor-
ley, Tom OSullivan, Ray Cummins, Colin
Healy, Valerie Mulcahy and many more,
They may all get their chance in futurs
battles, Our 32 contenders, nominated by
our panel of writers, were pliveed in alpha-
betical arder, with number one paired
with 52, number two with 31, amd 2o on,

Top half of the draw

1. Dave Barry v 32, Peter Stringer,

2. Urla Barry v 31, Sonia O'Sallivan.

1. Jimmy Barry-Murphy v 20. Mareons
OrSullivan.

4. Alan Bennett v 29, Derval O'Rowurke.

a, Rena Buckloy v 28 Jonjo O'Neill

6. Billy Coleman v 27, Renan O'Gara.

7. Brian Corcoran v 26, Ma.r:;g'(_‘gnnur.

8. Briege Corkery v 25. Bedn Og O hAil
pim.

Bottom half of the draw .

8, Claire Coughlan v 24, Ray MI.U'Eh:.r.
1k Damlen Delaney v 23, Juliet Murphy.
11 Sandy Fitzgibbon v 22, Billy Morgan,
12, Caroline Forde v 21, Linda Mellerick,
12, Rob Heffernan « 240, Teddy MeCarthy,
14, Denis Irwin v 19, Ollve Loughnane,
15. Kieran Joyee v 18, Donal Lenhan,
16. Foy Heane v 17. Rachel Koliler,



Anna designs ajersey
and wins a kit for her
U14 Blackrock team

CAMOGIE
% Mary Newman

AS underage camogie players
walt patiently to return to
playing a lot of them are find-
ing ways and means to keep
ocoupled.
ﬁlﬂme are hitting the ball off

£ ga will, using port-
able goal posts or just doing
drills at home to Keep occu-

e young lady in the Black-
rock camogie club kept herself
ﬂm!‘li Edmbg entering a :jx-m

on A New jersey

t her ﬂiul: and to her m
young Anna Kearney's des
took first place, As a resalt
hellt'lﬂif ﬂ.tuli the under 14 team
will proudly wear a new jersey
when activities resume.
The idea behind the competi-

Hildurtl'L:: i k

nan area known as

Hllles,

Thomas Tattan is the man
who heads up the business
and he told me hosw it came
about and how Anna was the
winner.
“WWe are a company that does
jcustom made school and
sports were, predominantly
jwe have been involved for
vear in doing school wear but
g‘m recent Year as we ane also
SpoOTiswWesr.

}“Every year we run i competi.
tion to design something and
we then give the person whoss
design wins a chance to nomi-
fate & sehool or inthis case a
club to get that and
item for their chosen groop.”
This fis the fourth year that
Thomas has run a competi-
tinn, last vear it wasa a
hurling glove, the vear befora
it was a club ar school hat bt
the response this year ex-
coaded all his expectations:
“We were blown away by the
mn-ud rill.ofqnu'bm ﬁ receivisd
o design a jersay for your
eluls, We had one thomsand
one hundred designs entered
across huge varlety of sports,
from GAA, camogie, ladies
foothall, hockey, soccer,
rughy, etc, and each and every
one was superh.'”

The huge task of witling it
down was not left to Thomas,
he got three independent
people to pore over each and
every entry and asked them to
gt 1t doom to e, these
people had the hard task of
ng what proved a (4T
cult chobee and Thomas ex-
plained they did not know
who are whors the entries
came from;
'l'AJi LI'H‘:!I.'; got Ew.:nre mm-lrmv-
ngs nothing elsa | Was
errormes and I think they
will mun the next time [ ask
them deoa Bvour as no way did
weever imagine the amount of
interest this would bring.
“Every deslgn was superb but
in the end we got it dowmn (o
five and then the fun began,
these were posted on social
bmedia and we put them oot
thiere for pesple to vate and
ymake their chobed and there
waed aamie fun paing on, the
ﬁth::ﬂi_ir ‘Al neck all

through.
Fés the fve Mnallsis battled it
olat theere were T2,.589 vates

Anna Kearney n_imﬂh;lr ;hing
rsey design which warn
Emm U14 team.

recorded, in the end just 34

voies s

incidentally also designed a
camogie jersey for her club
Butlerstown in Waterford.
In a wonderful pesture Tho-
mas decided as it vwas so close
hewould also give Lily a set of
jerseys for her club 5o Anna
and Lily and their clubs will
be looking well when the sea-
son begins.
Anma s a youngster who oves
Drexiines Conrent Blackrock
Convent B
she comes from a very strong
Blackrock GAA backgroumd.
She is the fourth generation of
her family to play camogie
with the club, her mother Ann
S e it Carti
ar Mary M

amnd her great grandmother
Annie all lined ot
Erllh the clah. e

ar great grandmo Was &
Bie Consblan sst in oty 6o

goltls j u)

see Anna‘s love I‘tlra:‘:;mat
her brother Jack and Dad
El:ln are also very nvelved

The completion was brought
to her attention by club FRO
Orda O'Regan who spotted it
on face book and a lot of the
children decided to have a go.
Anna told me whera she got
her inspication for her design.
“Blackrock Castle is on the
crest of the hurlers jersey and
[ thought it would be nice o
have a jersey with the castle
dizplayed prominently en the
fromt. it iz s0 much part of the
club history 5o it was some-
thing 1 was Inspired by.”
Anna does art in school and
her teacher Sarah Louise Con-
way can be very prowd of her
pupil.

As to what the future holds for
the 14-year-old Bockie, well
this was her reply.

“Maybe [ might do something
imvoliing design.”

What'sthe hElshE;rEiIl;rLedd]m'
diesign a jersey to be p ¥
wiorn by our Cork tesims.

Well duﬁl'lt:; Anna angl::r |1}
Sports for encouraging our
younger generation inthese
hard thmes forus all.

Cork

Linda
Mellerick

All-Ireland Senlor champions Kilkenny
dominated the 2020 Camogie All-Stars
team sponsored by Liberty Insurance tak-
ing six places in what was a virtually held
event last Saturday evening.

All-Ireland runners-up Galway received
two awards which seemed ty low for
All Ireland finalists with Tipperary and
Cork recelving three awards each and
Waterford ting the line-up with one.
For Kilkenny, full back Claire Phelan,
left half-back Davina Tobin, midfielder
Grace Walsh, left half-forward Denise
Gaule, full-forward Mirtam Walsh and teft
corner-forward Anne Dalton were the six
solectedl.

I think Michelle Techan at right corner
back can be disa ted at not picking up
a gong. | thought she was excellent last
season, Graoce Walsh was pleked at mid-
field and [ suppose the selectors can get
away with that now such is the roaming
nature of the game. But Walsh was tre-
menidous at leTt half back throughout,
Madfeld was a bit of a stretch.

All-Ireland runners-wp Galway ar rep-
resenbed with right corner-back Shauna
Healy and right corner-forward Orlaith
MeGrath,

Three places for Tipperary s a huge re-
turn and a signal -antheir progression.
Aine Slattery (goalkeeper), Mary Ryan
(1eft corner-back) and Karen Kennedy
{centra half-hack) received thelr first All-
Stars awards. IU's a pity that this year
there wasn't 45 nominees lsted as Amy
Lea had an excellent season and would
have bean nominated I feel.

It was no surprise that Hannah Looney
{right half-back), Chloe Sigerson (mid-
fleld) and Orla Cronin {centre half-for-
weard ) were saelected,

All three woere well deserved,. Hannah
has proved so powerful as an attacking

right half back. For Chloe to pick an All

well dese

Cork's Hannah Looney: | was no surprise she was selected for an All-Star.

trio’

Cork's Orla Cronin.

Star up at midfield rather than in the half
hack line endorses her versality while
Orla Cronin has been Cork's most consisi-
ent forward for a while now amd is & true
leader, 15 an overdus first award.

It goes to show when one looks through
the award winners and their number of
All Stars that a lot of the players are
relatively young. Quiside of Kilkenny's
Anne Dalten and Denise Gaule maost were
pleking wp their first or second award.

Waterford captaln and right half-for-
ward Minmh Rockett completed the selec-
tion for her first award and 1t°s always
wonderful 1o see players get their first,
partlcularly when they're outside the
typical top four counties. :

EKilkenny manager Brian Bowling was
nanted as Manager of the Year for the first
time. Mo surprise there and alse well de-
served. After the disappointment of losing
another Minal in 2019 he picked his players
back up and the work done defensively
with this team who had leaked three goals
in the ‘19 final was clearly evident, They
turned around & 0-17 o 3-14 defeat to Gal-
way Into a 1-14 to 1-11 victory against the
enrwe apposition.

Kilkenny's Donbse Gaule alse colloctod
the Camogie Association/WGPA Senior
Plavers” Player of the Year award, Miamh

Mallon of Down was the reciplent of the

Intermediate accolade whilst Armagh's

Ciara Donnelly wis chosen as the Junior

Players' Player of the Year. All three were

selected alter voting by intercounty
yors th h the WGPA,

All-Ireland Intermediate champions
Down led the 2020 Soaring Stars Awards,
represented by six players, 1 still think
this competition was a bit of a sham with
six counties omitted due to Covid, which
didn't make any sense at all. Intermiediate
runners-ip Antrim had three players,

Laois got two and Meath one. All-lre-
kanel Premier Juntor Champions Armagh
received two awards while the remaining
position was taken by Nancy Murray Cup
champion Rofsin O OKeefle from Cavan,

2020 All-SEans loam

Goalkesper: Aing Siattery (Tippesary] = 151 Time
Winree Right Cornar-Bacic Shauwna Healy (Gabwiy) -
2nd Timo Wermer Full-Back: Cliaro Phidsa [Hakarery) -
2nd Tima Winnes Lol Cornie-Back: Masy Rygn [Tipper:
1= 158 Tierels VWirsner Figid Haf-Blachs Hiannabhs ooy
[Eﬁj-memthHM:wm-
Mipgsenny] = s Tima \Winnar Lo Habl-Bach: Do
na in KiRanny) - 181 Thme Winner Midisid: Chiloo
Sigersan {Cark) - imﬂmw%ﬁﬁn
Walsh [Pk = 2red 1
Hiamk Focke® (Wb ~ 184 Tima ‘Winnar Canire
Hal-Forwaed: Cela Cronn | 1= 151 Tuma Wirras Lok
Hall-Foeward: Donsse Gaule (Kilkanery) - &R Tims
Winmes Bighl Connar-Foseward: Orlaith McGrath (Gal-
vy - 168 Tems Waraner FullFonvand: Mariam Walih (K-
- Prd Thma Whinnar Lol SormseeFonsasd: Aneo
Do {Hisianny] - TTh Tere Sinnar
200 Soarng Stam

Goolhsapar: Aadin Lowey (Lacks) - 188 Tine Winngs
Right Corner-Back; Chaire Colay (Rgmh) - Ird Tima
whrrer Full-Back: Desrthia Magee (Doenj -~ 132 Teme
winnar Lal Cornar-Back: Chige Dram {Amnm) - 18
Time Winnot Fight Ha Back: Niaenh Dasnally (Aninmyj
~ st Tims ‘Winner Conten Hall-Back: Fionnuala Cant
{Deven) = Sl Time ‘Wirmar Loft Has-Back: Clodagh
nain (Lacds) - 181 Timg Winnar Midbald: Ridsin
‘Helln (Cavany — ist Tims Winnas Medliold: Paula
O Hueen (D)~ 134 Time Wirnar Fight Hall- Foreard
Leanns Donnally (Anmagh) - 15 Time ‘Winnar Gandto
Maii-Forward: Sara-Louizs Graffin [Deven] - 2nd Timo
Winnar Loll Hell-Foreard: Maswa Kally (Anirem) - 19
Timn Winnar Righl Gannoe-Foraasd: Measth Mallon
|Diramyd = Sith T Wennnr Full-Fonsaedt Ciisn Donnolly
{Armagh) - 2nd Tamo Winner Lol Cosnod Forwand: Bod.
el MoCartan (Down) - 16 Timer Winner $030 Menag
il e Year: Bran Ddebeg, Kilopnny - 1ok Time 1.-.-.-.;:

2020 Camogle Asscciitlon WG PA Flayen' Flayer

thi Year

Serdor Players’ Player of the Yeas; Denise Gaule {Ki-
uw|-mrmvmmmm@'ﬂ Pl
ol B Yoar; Mismh Malen (Down) = 180 T Yo
Jrioe ! Prayar of tha Year: Clara Donnally (A
g — 18t Tird Winnoar
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Enniskeane ace joins an elite club after winning first Ca

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

THERE'S more 1o come from

Camogie All-5tar Orla Cronin,
insists Cork boss Paudie Mur-

fay.

Coming off the back of her
best-ever season for the Rebels,
the Enniskeans star'’s impres-
when
the 2020 Camogie All-Stars
team was revealed last Satur-

15
All-Star, and it's well deserved.
What's more, Paudie Murray
feels Cronin will get even bet-

beT.

If you look back at her 2020
campaign shehas got tobe hap-
Py withit. We as a management
team were very happy with it

To me, she has taken her game .

1o the next level, Murray says.

"Her All-Star award, 1 think,
is recognition for what she has
done over the last number of

Feurs.

‘We will keep pushing
Oirfa because [ feel there
is more in her. She can
go up another level this
year and she is capa-
ble of that.

*Orla is coming
into a period now,
from 25 years old 1w
29, where she can lay
down a marker and be
up there with the very
beest of them.”

High praise indeed from

the Cork boss, wha saw three
of his players selected on the

‘We willkeep pushing
Orlabecause | feel there

Ismore inher. Shecan

goup another level this
year' — PaudieMurray,
Cork camogie manager

2020 Camogie All-Stars veam
as Hannah Looney {right hali-
back) and Chloe Sigerson (mid-
field) were also picked.

The Rebels' interest in the
20220 championship was end-

ed an the All-Ireland semi-final
stage by Kilkenny last Novem-
ber, and to break back imﬂ:e the
top two and dislodge Kilken-
ny and Galway, Cork will need
phayers like Cronin to lead the
charge. She's capable of that,
Murray feels, and he can see
her moving her game to the
pext level, which is an ominous
proposition for defences all
aeross the country.

Closer to home, Cronin's All-
Star recognition means West
Cork has its newest Camogie
All-Star —and the Knockaneady
woman is following in very fa-
maous footsteps. Barryroe GAA
great Jennifer OFLeary is the
greatest camogie player West
Cork has had and she racked
up a stunning eight All-Stars
during her inter-county career,
her last coming in 2014.

The wait for a next local
Camogic All-Star is now over,
and there's a knock-on effect
too as young girls all across
West Cork can see how
Cronin, who plays her

club camogie with En-
niskeane, has risen to
become one of the
best players in the
country, and that
will inspire the
next generation.
Libby Coppinger of
5t Colum's is another

Orla Cronin with her
player of the match
award from the 2020 county
intermediate final,

e

Cork senior camogie regular,
while in this season’s senior
county camogie championship,
Enniskeane and Newcestown
will line wp at the start, as will
the Carbery divisional team.
Camogie is getting stronger all
across the region.

“It’s brilliant 10 have role
models in whatever sport you
are in, be it camogie, ladies
foothall or whatever. To have
a rale medal that you can really
relate 1o and aspire to be like
is important,’ former Kilken-
ny senior camogie star — and
ecurrent Enniskeane resident
= Elaine Aylward notes.

*If you can look at Orla, see
her coming to your local school,
that's a real tangible aspiration
for a young girl. They see some-
one from their own loeality put
on the Cork jersey and they
watch her on TV = and that’s
someone that they can really
aspire to emulate.”

Aylward was part of the En-
niskeane backroom team |ast
season as the club, inspired by
Orla Cronin, won the county
invermediate camogie champi-
onship to also ¢arn promation
to the senior ranks for 2021
Cronin led by example for her
club, She was player of the
match in the county final win
against Aghabulloguwe and hit
0-13. She scored 1-11 against
Ballyhea, 010 against Black-
rock and 0-T against FrO'Neills
n route to Uie final. The Covid
pandemic resulted in a defined
club window last season, and

mogie All-Star Award

bath Eaniskeane and Cronin
benefitted.

"When vou look at the Cork
geam she is a real leader there
and she brings that to Enni-
skeane every day,’ Aylward ex-
plains.

“The girls were lucky enough
to have her [rom the start of last
season companed to other years
when she was involved with the
Cork team and wasin and out of
training. It's hard to build team
work and team spirit around
her when she is not there the
whale time, so0 we were lucky
she was there from the get-go.
It was great to see all the other
players stand up beside her and
make it a real veam effort

The end result was glory for
Enniskeane with Cronin polling
the strings, just as she does for
Cork, w0, And now the Rebels”
influential quarter-back has
been honowred with her first
Camogie All-Star. And theres
More to Come.

The 2020 All-Stars team
sponsored by Liberty Insur-
ance Is: Aine Slartery (Tipper-
ary); Shauna Healy (Galway),
Claire Phelan (Kilkenny), Mary
Ryan (Tipperary); Hannah
Looney (Cork), Karen Ken-
nedy (Tipperary), Davina
Tobin (Kilkenny); Chloe 5i-
gerson (Cork), Grace Walsh
(Eilkenny}; Niamh Rockett
(Waterford), Orla Cronin
(Cork), Dendse Gaule (Kilken-
ny); Orlaith MeGrath (Galway),
Miriam Walsh (Kilkenny), Anne
Dalton (Kilkenny).

Thestats
hlghl_lght
Cronin's
influence

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

ORLA Cronin was a central
figure in Cork’s march to
the 2020 All-lreland sen-
for camogic championship
semi-final = and the stags
back this up.

The Enniskeane wioman
played at centre forward
in all four championship
pames — against Wexford,
Galway, Clare and Kilkénmoy
= a0 findshed the campaign
asthe Rebels’ top scorer.

She racked up 0-23 in 1o-
tal and waz also the fifth top
overall scorer in the cham-
pionship. Having taken over
as Cork's free-taker, Cronin
showed nerves of steel and
seored 0-20 from 23 at-
tempis, and was the second
highest scoring free-taker
in the championship. Look-
ing at Cork's 2020 national
league games, before the
competition stopped, her
comversion raté against Wa-
terford was B3% and it was
100% in the win against Kilk-
enny. Impressive stats.
m;-‘wmmpphy in the 2020
All-Ireland championship,
she scored three paints from
seven attempts, To highlight
her growing influence, the
Cork centre forward was in-
volved in 28 of Cork’s 7-50
total in the championship,
while she was also fouled
elght times and had 64 pos-
gegsions of the ball across
the four matches, In otal,
Cronin played four hours 34
minutes and 45 seconds in
the 2020 senior champion-
ship.

Last year we highlighted
how the Enniskeane wom-
an was evolving into a key
plaver for the Rebels, with
Cork boss Paudie Murray
referring to her s ‘our quar-
terback.

*She has a great brain
and she knows how to make
herself available to the "out
ball” coming out of defence.
Her spatial awareness from
there, to bring other play-
ers into the game, §s top
class, Orla knows where to
maove to and when to move
- and they are two different
things,” Murray said.

Throughout 20820 Cronin
continued to improve her
overall game and impact
matches. She's now geiting
on the ball more per game,
she's averaging mare pos-
sessions per game, she's in-
volved in more Cork scores,
she's retaining more of her
possessions and she'’s help-
ing the Rebels to purr. And
the feeling is there's even
more toeeme. .



ou 1&“"& to ﬁ it. The
week gone by, Dublin
camogie player All

Twomey performed
the sort of PR high-wire act
that has become second na-
ire to female GAA plavers
whenever they are invited to
the launch of an app, jersey, or
sponsorship deal. They show
up, gamely pose for photos,
and then talk to the media
about systemic Inequalities
and the frustrations of peing a
female inter-county player.
Mever mind what the presser
15 ostensibly about; the goal is
to maximise the platform to
talk about bread and butter is-
BUEE,

And Twormey did. At the
launch of an AIG virtual gym
for elub plavers in Diihlin, she
expounded on the lack of ex-
penses for female players
compared to their male
cournterparts: no mileage, no
consistency when it comes to
food or gear, and — perha
mast gallingly — not a sniff of
A government grant,

Since 3149, make inter-coun-
ty players have been awarded
sums of €1,000 to £2,400 by the
government, depending on
haw far they get in champion-
ship: there's no equivalent of
this state-sponsored bounty
for camowie players or ladies
foothallers. mEy Memor-
ably characterised this
omission a8 “a kiek in the
teath™.

I had made a lot of assim
tions abotit the conditions
Dublin‘s female players, That
AIG logo emblazoned across
all four jerseys — hurling,
football, camogie, and ladies
football — projects a sense of
equity, of resources shared

ually. It was a model for
other counties to emubzte, [
thought. [ also assumed that

Dublin players would escape
other inter-county players,
who might have to leave their
county of erigin for work or
study, incur on a weekly bosis.
But as Twomey pointed out,
before the pandemic, she paid
€100 a month just for tolls to
get to training. None of
that can be claimad
back.

Twomey's words
reminded me of a simi-
lar interview with
Amy O'Connor at the
Iaunch of the nationl

Eoghan Cormican

Female imar—cuunlj-: players
betng paid rravel expenses is

the next step in correcting
geruler bmba within the
Gaelic games family, acoord-
ing to Kilkenny camogle
player Davina Tobin.

A WGPA report, publizhed
last Ceetober, highlighted that
3% of female inter-coanty
players received no travel ox-
penses over the previous four
vears. The report also reveal-
ed some players are forkin
Ul i b E200 per weelk on
to get to and from inter-county
tralning.

The LGFAdd reimburse fe-
male inter-county foothallars
for matchiay mavel costs duar-

ing last year's All-Ireland

 —

Closing the funding gender gap
will raise the bar for our games

league a couple of vears ago,
in which she lamented the fact

that the multi-All Ireland-win-

ning Cork camogie setup had

o fundraise for o short team

holiday in Spain, while the

Cork hurlers — markedly less

successful — got a free junket

to the Fenway Classic. “Tt
would make vour hlood bodl,"
gaid O'Connor chesrfally.

Thera have been many more

besides.

It always delights me and
meakes me winoe in egqual
measure, these frank admis-
sions from high-performing
female players. Doing their
proma ditty, smiling for the
camera, then tallking aboun
kicks ln:;the tee‘gmtuqnd bload
boiling. It speaks to a very par-
ticular kind of resilience: how
i Kesp turning up, vear after
year, tua&gnrt that you love
bt which is also plainly -
fair. How to manage Your jus-
tiflable anger.

When w an Eﬁqﬁgﬂ
VEars il my -
e {:'ﬁ'i.ﬂg imvalved with
the Tipp camogie panel, 1
wrote — erroneously now, [
think — that “expenses were
plentiful”. I'd assumed, given
the amount of free thit
was handed ta us, there
w-Ja:.s mfgeyl;;: a kitly some-
where for players' e :
e e

modest amount — a tenner a
weak — potting buses and
Luases out of Dublin city
centre to mesl my teammite
Deirdre at the Red Cow round-
about for s to Thurles, but
wasn't keeping those receipts.
I can't remember asking
Deirdre if she got any reim-

bursement for the weekly
tank of petral she
would have nsed
driving from Dublin

to Tipp for training. 1
doubt she did.

It's true that {t's
not 50 long ago that
inter-county BI'S
and footballers re-
ceived Hitle in the
way of financial sup-
ports. [t's very much
a feature of the last
20 vEaTs OF S0.

But a8 expec-
tations and
profiessional
standards for

Dublin Camodgie star Ali Twomey at the laonch

befare the pandemic she was paying €100 month on tells to get to training.
miale ts rose, 50 too did sional standards, particularly
!atlppnprli?t-{:: help them achieve  over the past decade — but

the best in terms of fifness, nu-  they L[u_men'l hald that p-rn}:;r-
irition, and lifestyle. The tional increise In resources.
women's codes have had a This gap is becoming Increas-
similar steep rise In profes- ingly diffieult for fomsale

i

the AlG virtual . for dub players. Twomey revealed that
. H s Picture: Seb Daly/Sportshie

layers to manage, and allows
Fnr frusirations 1o seap in.
Trylng to have these de-
bates online does litthe (aston-
i=hingly enough) to abate said
frustrations. The men’s game

i= profitable, that’s why they
Bl CXPENSES, BOCS ONe Version
of the argument. People are
more interesied In the men's
games, that's why they get
mare media coverage and
funding, goes another, Bt
tryving o apply fiee-market
villues (o our nutional games,
which are (a) amatenr and (b
heavily subsidized by the gov-
crnmaen, is questionable,

While the women's codes
reeed Pinding for a wide mange
of indtintivies. relisving players
of the financial burden of rep-
resenting thelr county 15 ar-
auihly the 2implest single
stroke yvou could make to im-
prove Uae eomnditions of female
inter-county players, The ofi-
floated tax credit is not a bad
lebea elther. IF there enn be an
artists’ exemption, why no
one for Gaelic plavers?

I can't speak for them, butg [
suspect that female inter-
cotnty players dor’t really
mind where the money for ex-
penses coames from — gate re-
celipts, colnty baards, of gov-
CITIMENL Zrants — s long as
they are relieved of the finan-
cinl siress incurred by simply
excelling at their sport.

The WGEPA s "Levelling the
Ficld' report firom last October
zhone a light on this l=sue,
revesling that some players
were sponcling up to E2500n
weel to travel to training, but
afily T% reported being in re-
calipt of ravel expenses. The
majority alzo paid for their
own physio and gym fees,
Basic things, but think of the
mental space and stress that
would be freed up if these
things were iaken care of,
mental space that coubd thien
T fieviesl On STeTE.

Money can't buy talent,
some might sy — and that is
trae, bagt §f can buy standards,
It can buy excellence, A Nand-
ing gulf has created a orisis n
mien’s foothall, and the pinny
ks dropping for many com-
mentators that actually, re
goarrees do impact an quality
and resulis, Better Supports
ard resourees for femals
players will raise the bar and
ead] to more eompotitive
champlionships and more ex-

clting gnmes.

And that way, we're all
winners.

Tobin: Exp

championship, but it remains
to be seen if this practice will
continue in H021.

The Kilkenny camogle
board covered players' fuel ex-
penses for last Movember's
All-Treland semi-final against
Cork at Paire Ui Chaoimh, and
while Tobin and her team-
mates were appreciative, the
recent All-Star winner ciles o
need for ':Emn-r:a ﬁatamahlq
izl to e put i frlace.

Al present, the annusl Gov-
ernment grant of 700,000 to-
wards female inter-county ac-
tivity iz a team rather than an
individual grant, differing
from the €am directly allo-

cated to male inter-county

y “ﬁllh travelling to matches,
wo don't get expenses and
your male counterparts do,
Hopefully, down the line, that
will eome,” said two-time All-
reland medal winner Tobin.

“There are girls coming
dewn from Doblin to training
in Kilkenny, from Cork,
Galway, coming from college.
One of the girls is a nurse in
Dublin. There isn't any mile-
age for them and they are ob-
viously travelling a lot further
than girla based in Kilkenny.
You would like equality on
that front.

“There's always svl]-rmtth!F
o improve on and that [trave-
ling expenses] could be the
noxt step on that grant
scheme."
Commenting on the player
thway launched this week
B;!Lhu GAA, LGFA, and Camo-
gie Association, Tobin
stressel the importance of
coaches and managers mak-
ing training-as enjoyable as
ible for players of all abil-
ty levels as her own experi-
once is that girs are dropping
ottt in thelr teenage years bo-
cause they Mnd the game is be-
coming “too crnpetitive,
“ At U6, there is a big drop-

ot. T dbon’t Enow i 1t does get
too competitive, but girls just
like the social aspect of it and
they just can’t deal with every
manager who wants (o just
win at that age,

“Every coach should under-
stand that every player is at a
different level and to try and
koep players coming back,
And if it |5 getting too serious,
maybe have a few sessions
thiat are fon, make 1t bl
for everyvone This pathway is
really looking at the suliject of
looking after vour players.
Without the players, |t is Very
hard o have a tesm. Are
just trving to make it to suit

enses next step on road to equality

gveryone and Eeep everyong
active no matter what level
thay areat.”

Tlulzlhjn is n hafrdresser by
trade, but with sueh porsonal
sarvices under lock and key
aines Christmas, she a:}lm:ts
thee days are “really long”

“It is hard. The last two
times we went back to work, |
thought ‘this is it, we'll never
have a lockdown again.” 1
should have enjoyed the last
lockdown more and took the
fime to rest, but 1 suppose
when we do et back in May or
June, vt are hoping wie won &
be locked down ngafn'.l It has
baer A wery' hand: v,



reporter Mary Hewman is one
tive PROs in Cork for her dub Glen Rovers.,

il

Cork camogie getting
the message across

THE PROMOTION of spo is

aspect thal helps to keep Mwam
updated on all that s hapganing
im their clul and community.
The rola of the PRO within ar-
; hmmaﬂw

forma tha club of Boand dacidas.
The PRO & the facaof the club or
county board, the person the

» public get to krow and associala
with the ¢lub,

Very often if 1hire is a probkem
the PRO is the person gets the
call a5 tha person respansibile
for the clubs social media ac-
,mmnmmmm
safion has a PRO who is on the

and in many clubs and county
boards tha kead PAC has a nat-
work of a few people wha take
photographs, organiga tha
undirage section info skols and
updates and update the vanous
chamnels used by the club ar

Mﬁhm‘wﬂlaﬂpuﬂm
news 15 sproad 1o all age P
mmmmﬁ

public: relations and hopafu
l&kﬂmﬂﬂrﬁﬂﬂhﬂmhﬂn‘lgﬂ
Gluly s County lenels.
Tha advantage that young
peoiphs will hava i that they have
up with s0cial madia and
it easy 1o haep thedr feads
fresh, ooginal and innovative
b0 ENCOWEge YO pecpia b
Uil Beir akills 1o promabe heir

Bport.

PR-0g was open Io anyone be-
twesan the ages of 15 ta 21 who
ware inlerested n promoting.
you didn't need to have played

CAMOGIE

u Mary Newman

of the busiest and maost ac-
Picture: David Keane

It Is anvvizaged that the

rola wolild be 1o work along
and bearm from thisi clubs or
county PRO.

Training on wsing social madia,
writing match reports, using
graphic design soffware and
mwsch more is all part of the
course that those imobeed will
Ibe doing. Tasks and challe

will b 58l and paricipants will
post on their club or county So-
cigl media accounts,

Tha skills the PR-Ogs will leam
as part of this programame will
stand 1o tham in school or cok
lege. CommumCcation, teanwork
and leadership skills, they will
abso build a nebaork of ke-
minded camogie erthusiasts.
This year thers has been a great
response from Cork clubs,
Pamela Frizalle in the Camogie
Association in Croke Park along
with Cork PRO Louisée Weldon
will ba wiarking to supgar tha
clubs and membears,

ba packaged as shor onling
mesutes. The that
they intend to nan include, Sccial
becka Training, wriling Match
Raparts, congducting Intarviews,
How best 10 give live updates
from matches how 1o gat man
likas’ foliowans on Social media
posts, how 0 Keap posts inled-
esting/stimulating/motivating
appealing d off-aeason,
Cork clubs n, Blacknock,
Bride Rovers, Carrigaline, Char-
lerville, Aockban, Skabh Ru,
Sarshietds and 5t Vincent's will
all take part this year.
Saparaiely, the Cork board ane
arganising their cwn PRO
coursa on March 24 and already
20 PRO'S have signed up to par-

SHEMIReE
This it will b @ Sl evenlg

divy fermation for pubBcation,
| am delighted 1o be helping out
with fhis part of the course and

bahind the scenes and the in.
formation we need 10 help gat
tredr stories it ponl;

=

*

CORK camogie All-Star Hannah Looney
felt out of sorts ln B015,
In an interview with Eoghan Cormican
last Oetober, Hannah recalled how she
wies feeling.

=1 fplf | was in a bit of a rut, in a haolbe,
and I kaﬁgigﬂng down further and
further,” nah sald.
“It got to a stage where | wasn't seeing
the life in things | normally would, like
going out with friends.
“That seemed to bring more anxiety
than good. All the things that normally
brought joy into my life weren't enjoyed
as much. T just felt pretty anxious around
people,” she said
[ chatted with Hannah about how life is
for her today.
“I'm grand: Struggling & bit with lock-
down, but its aﬂ‘ecthﬁg everyons that way,
I think,” Hannah said.
“I'm living in Kilkenny, at the moment,
and working with MSD in Carlow,
1 graduated in 2019, as a chemical en-
gineer, and went on a leadership-develop-
meent programme in M3,
“The goal is that, over three years, you
do three rotations in threo different sites,
working on different programmes, one of
which is an international site.
- "I worked in Brinny for a year and my
intention was to go to the Netherlands for
a year, buk that halted with Covid.

#o, [ landed in Carlow, one way or an-
other,” Hannah said.

“I'm here until Se e and hoping
then to go international again, but it's
hard to know. 1 hope to play the seasen
and then head off, but it's hard to plan
anvthing, &t the moment. I'm trying not to
think too much about it

“1 think I'm very good on my mental-
health #ide of things. | think 1 learned @ ol
from my experbences and was foriunate to
gt help and have support.

“I'm in & good place, maybe matured a

Cerk camogie All-Star Hannah Looney ‘was in a rut’ in 2019, but has since ‘learmed alot’,

Hannah

Hannah Looney is ‘in a geod place’ again.
' n Moran/Spertsfle

Firture;

bit, as well, got to grips with how the real
world worked. Overall, I'm good. The col-
lepe lifestyle was probably at the root of a
lot of things,” Hannah said,

“I don't think [ pegret it. 1 had my fun
and I'm happy enolgh now bo move 00,
having learned a lot. In 2020, [ really on-
joyed the club season. T haven't had that
time with my club sinee U12, just having
the craie with the girls: I really enjoyed it

“Getting back into intler-county ook &
bit of time for me, We're in a transitional
period with the team and losing out on the
pre-season work with that younger group
had a big effect on s,

“When the pressurecomes on, 115 Know-
ing what to do in those situations.

“The talent and skill is there; gellin
gveryone together, on and off the field,
tales Hime"

Hannah picked up her second All Star
at right half-back and she was thrilled.

=t was nice io have something to cel-
ahrate with the family,” Hannah said, "It
was a1 very disnppointing year and, ob-
viously, it doesn’t replace an All-Iretand
miedal i any sense, but iU's & nice boost.”

Hanmnah Felt there wis a specific turming
point, where she learned a ot about her-

aelf,

=here | loarned the most about mysell
was during the UCC (¥ Connor Cup wiee-
kond and the eamogie league semi-final in

Picture: INPHO/Bryan Keane

ack

of it

2018 Cork had a league semi-final against
Limerick and the O'Connor tZul: Wiis 1
the same weekend,” Hannah sajed.

“We were threatened with various
things if we didn't play with Cork.

*I played the league semi-final. [ played
wall. | was really sad 1 didn't play the
0'Connor Cup (UCC lost) and | was prob-
ably a bigger boss to UCC

“Looking back, | should have playecd. |
really struggled with that. [ found I
tough. | remember (he league final came
around against Kilkenny and 1 was
diropped on the day.

=1 was told all the resons afterwards
and they can make sense, but [ just folt,
‘flip all this' and 1 stepped away for a
couple of weeks.

«and it was probably there that |
loarned the maost about mysedl

“[aring that time, | was asked {0 go
back onto the Cork football panel, which
wis great.”

So, what did she bearn about herself?

w1 just kind of thought that 1 need wo put
myself first in any of these situations and
not suecumb (o the pressure, o do what's
best for me no matter what, and then live
with that decislon, even if it’s selfish,”
Hannah said.

“But if it's right for me, it's probably the
thing to do. | was proud of mysell that |
wont back to the camogie set-up after thal,

“I'm at a place now where [ can have
these chats with Paudie (Murray) and
Ephle (Fitzgerald).

“For example, if | need a rest from ca-
mogie, to recognise that and take it, but
silil do something like work on my first
touch. To just know, mol In a cocky way.
but to understand what my body and [
neel. So, that was a twrning point for me
and I"ve been building since.”™

Hannah Geels mow is the time Lo step g
ag a leader on 1he t@am,

“weah, | suppose this year is probably
the first year ["ve felt that, particularly
when Gemma retired recently.

“1 was emotional over that. IC's going 1o
be very important for us now, over the
posct eouple of yeErs, to step intae those
alvons,

“I'm fortunate that I'we matured over
the vears and watched those players.
They just got the job done. ;

“I must do the same pow.”



iLet's build a Gaelic games family’ =
incoming camogie chief's call for equity

Eoghan
Cormican

ERGING the GAA. Camogie
Association, and the LGFA
will deliver “equity of oppor:
tanity” and bring an end to
the unequal treatment of male and fe-
male players, incoming Camogle As-
sociation president Hilda Breslin has

said.

Athy native Brestin will succodd
Eathleen: Woods as Camogie Associ-
ation president next month and is deter-
mined during her three-year term inof-
fice to play a leading role in bringing
about one association for Gaelie games.

Rreslin is firmiy in favour of the
three poverning bodies joining forces
and it is het intention tosecure from the
membership of the Camogie Associ-
ation a ~very strong mandate” for such
A METRET, _

It 12 up to the other azsociations, she
added, to outline thelr respective posi-
tions and whether or not they want t¢
pome under ane roof,

Breslin said some of the arguaments
against a one association i el “dom’
gtand up”. She also refuted the
oft-repeated remark that top-ranking
officials within the association are frar-
fial of ceding powser if a larger, mona
gncomMpazsing governing structure Is
delivered. From a Camogle Association
perspective, this is patently e, shie
siressed.

“People say that the people arounid
the top table don't want it, they think
they'll lose power. [ wouldn't speak for
any other association, but certainly
around the camogie table, that is not the
view.” Breslin told the frish Examiner.

“But it is very Important that any one
associntion k& done in a fair mannet
where everybody 12 treated with fair-
mixss and equality.”

The latter is atheme which runs right
thpogh our conversation.

Sha noted how many clubs across the
couniry already operate as one unit,
where there is no separate camogle or
Iadies football club, “but then as we

move up the ranks, we replicite strac-
fures, we kave double structures, and

EEE Lo

s

Ballyboden 5t Endas ladies footballer Emily Flanagan, camogie phg
Croke Park back in 2017, Incoming Camogie Assodation president Hilda Breslin {inset) says the GAA must ‘treat all of our members and all

as having something to fear from that.’

wistart tosee thal iy be our memtsers
are trented differently oF our players
are treated differently a2 they move up
the ranks and gel obder™.

For Broslin, that has to stop.

“1 we are treating cvervhody the

game, then we have got bo beone assoc-

ation, one family, and treat all of our
members and all of our players the
snme 1 don’t see any association ag
having something to fear from that,”
Rack in 2018, the GAA, Camogle As-

gociation, ond LGFA agresd & menior-
andum of understanding to strengthen
links between the azsoctations, and
while st vear's retirm-to-play proto-
cols and the more recent player paih-
way initiative offer examples of cooper-
atton and collaboration between the
three, noclenr path or timeline towards
one single assockation has been oul-
lamed,

“If we e saving i 1z about cguity of
epportunity for all members of the

er Rachel Ruddy, and form

Gaclic pames Family, which to me it iz,
then one association s the legical con-

eluzion of that. That. to me, k= the end
gl

“If wio were belng founded nowve, we
wotild be one asseciation, se what is
stopping us being one association or
what i stopping us moving down that
poail to being one association®

“1'd like somebody to tell me why
they don't want if, rather than us con-
stantly sayving why it shoulid happen.

er Dublin footballer Michael Darragh Macauley at the launch of the One Club Guidelines at
of our players the same, | don't see any association

| Mavbe people should actually be saying
why it shouldn't happen and then we
can address those arguments as leaders
and pul to rest some of those argu.
ments, because they don't stand up, in
my book.”

A= for the next step in achioving full
integration, Breslin continued: "As
leaders around the table, we have (o be
very brave and we have to say, this is
what wo weant. IT it is not what we want,

then we need to come out and say thisis

not the format that we are heading to-
grards. But we have got to be very hon-
gst and very realistic on whal we ang
looking for.

"Lﬁ merger] is a benefit to pverybody
within the Gaelic games family. We are
one community, We have bean built by
communities and families Over gener-
ations and we are without doubt one
family, 5o if it jist means us putting in
place a mechanism that we formally be-
come that, then the lesders need to step
forward and put that in place and put a
timeline on that.

“We are the same volunteers, the
same communities, the same families.
Wi are the same people ho E intoa
car driving up to the club, but yet when
we get out of the car, we are different as-
sockations. That doesn't make sanse. So
it would seem as if the logical thing is
that we share resources, we look to ex-
pand, and build a Gaelic games family.
And if we do that as a shared family
then we are mueh stronger.”

RESLIN returns to the theme of

equality when addressing the

Government grant allocations

tor mele and female inter-coun-
ty players, At present, male Inter-coun-
ty players receive an annual tof
£m, over four times er than the
E700,000 team grant distributed among
female infer-county sel-ups.,

“l absohately believe Government
funding should not be based on gender,
Ido not believe that there should be a
difference betweon funding male and fe-
male players, that is guite unfalr, Gov-
ernment funding should be based on
oquity, and we have got 0 move to-
wards that.”™

The incoming president said a chibel
foeons over the next two months is got-
ting voung girls back out on the field,
She expressed concern that the shut-
doem of sport in recent months will lead
o increased dropout rates among teen-
ape girls.

“We have to get them back out, give
them some sort of support so they have
0 s

“The lockdown has probably affected
our teenagers disproportionately aned 1
would certalinly say we would be naive
to think it hasn't ed teenage girls
at o greater expense than teenage boys
because females always drop out of
spart guicker. And it 15 so much harder
:E get them back than it is to retain

H |l
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Courceys' huge win
was worth the wait

Courceys thrilled with 2020
Special Achievement Award

BY KIERAN McCARTHY

CHRISTINE O'Neill had to wait
a long time to revel in county
senior camogie championship
glory with Courcey Rovers.

Che was 14 years old when
she made her first appearance
with her beloved Courceys
and in 2020, as a 30-year-old,
the Ballinadee woman finally
reached the Promised Land
when they won the Cork senior
camogie championship title for
the first tme ever.

That historic success was
recognised at last Sunday
night’s Celtic Ross Hotel West
Cork Sports Star Awards when
Courcey Rovers picked up the
2020 Special Achievement

Award,

“Winning this award is abso-
lutely fantastic and a huge hon-
our for the club,” O'Neill told
this week's Star Sport Podcast.

2020, being the year that it
was, when it came to celebrat-
ing  county there wasn't much
time. We went into lockdown
three pretty much after we won
the county g0 there wasn't that

mach time for celebrations so
receiving an award fike this is
fantastic,

Tr's a Jovely way to honour

the year and the girls as well”

As one of the most experi-
enced players on the Courceys
panel, O'Neill has seen the good
times and the bad times, and
played through the lean years,
but she naver stopped believing
that their time would come -
and it did in 2020 when they
beat Innisearra in the county
senior final.

T togged out for the Courceys
seniors when T'was U14 so that's
when 1 started my career with
the senlor team. | was playing
with stalwarts that time, like
Sarah Haves and Rachel Molo-
ney, and they believed (cur time
would come),’ O’ Neill says.

“That belief has always been
there and in the last few vears
we have had great mentors and
management come in, the likes
of Jon Hynes and Brian Hayes
who are constantly instilling
belief, that the girls are there,
that our time will come.

"Being part of the group that
did the county was luck, it was
going to happen at some stage,
and [ am honoured and delight-.
ed that 1 was part of the set-up
and that 1 didn't hang up my
boois,

"We had been banging on the
door for a long time and for us

“‘We had been banging on
the door for along time
and for us to finally get
through the door was
unbelievable’

to finally get through the door
was unbelievable

Courceys’ 5-12 to 1-12 county
final win against Inniscarra in
September 2020 will live long
in the memory. That's the day
O'Neill and her team-mates
came of age and took that final

. step. They had lost the 2018

final to Inniscarra, but lessons
were learned and they bounced
back better and stronger.

“Tagging out for the 2020 fi-
nal, we couldn’t wait, We knew
beforehand that we were going
to win, we had that befief - that
came from our management
and from within our own camp.
Tt was just & matter of going out,
playing, putting up the scores
and finishing out the match,
O Neill says.

“We were down five points at
one stage and it teok us 15 min-
utes to get going. But Jacinta
(Crowley), Linda (Collins), real
leaders stood up and took the
game by the seruff of the neck.
Larraine Collins had an unbe-
lievable county final, she was
class, she just bossed it.

Rovers' Karyn Keohane pictured with the 2020 Special

m

Pl

Christine O'Nelll was akey player for

I came off for the kast 15 min-
utes and was on the sideline.
When the final whistle went 1
ran straight o Sinead (O'Reil-
Iy}, we coubdn't talk, we would
be the two biggest chatterboxes

Dual star Libby Coppimger
bes ak the highest
r the Cork senior

around; but there wasn't aword

MNow, in 2021, Courceys are
the team tobeat. I0% a new chal-
lenge for this group. ONeill is
relishing it.

Courcey Rovers in thelr histeric 2020 campalgn.

{Photo: Danict Ribelm)

"We are ready for it, Shirley
(Moloney) says we have the
mark on our back, but we are
setting standards for ourselves
andl we are driving om, D Neill
adds.




her st sendor All-treland in 2018,

Briege Corkery of Cork celebrates with son Tadhg Scannel after
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Briege Corkery among
GAA greats featured in
Laochra Gael series

OME of the absolute icons of
women's sport in the modern
era and a true Rebel Legend
features in the 19th series of
Laochra Gael.

Breige Corkery, with 18 sen-
ior All-Ireland medals and 16
All-Stars to her name, takes
centre stage on Thursday,
April 8 on TG4, Geraldine
OFFlsmn, Fiona O'Driscoll and
Fena Buckley are among
those interviewed for the
documentary.

The zeries, produoced by
MemetonTV firom An Rinn in
the Waterford Gaeltacht, has
expanded to an hour-long
format since 2018, to allow a
desper dive into the carsers of
the GAA stars.

Earlier this vear, Kevin Cas-
silly, Ryan O'Diwyer, Theresa
Mahar, Shane Cuarran,
Johnny Plikington and Der-
ot Barley wene sl in

the first half of season 15, and
thoze eplsedes arve still view-
ahle on the TG4 Plaver.

The first series in 2001 in-
cluded Cork's Con Murphy,
and since then Jack Lynch,
Billy Morgan, Justin
MeCarthy, Dinny Allen,
Tomas Mulcahy, Ray Com-
minsg, Teddy MeCarthy,
Jimmy Barry-Muorphy, Juliet
Murphy, Gerald MeCarthy,
Brian ran, Larry Tomp-
kins, Sedn Og O hAilpin, John
Allen, Donal Og Cusack, Ash-
ling Thompson and Rena

Buckley have all followed zult.

EGQIN LARKIMN (Tomorrow,
9.30pm)
He won s#ight All-Treland
medals and Hurler of the Year.
But In the background he was
struggling.

PETE MeGRATH (Thursday,
April 1, 9.30pm)

As a teachar and tralber, he

instilled in young people that

gport was the best way toex-

press their nationalism. As

GAA

= Eamonn Murphy

manager of Down, he brought
the Sam Maguire across the
border for the frst time since
the 19604, Inspiring an Ulster
Takeover in foo i

BRIEGE CORKERY (Thursday,

April 8, 9.30pm)
She accepted two Sports-
woman of the Year awards
with humility and shyness,
She was the ultimate team
plaver. The life and soul of the
dressing room, the lynchpin
on the field, Briege collected
her last All-lreland six
months after giving birth to
her son Tadhg.

BERMARD FLYNM (Thursday,
April 15, 9.30pm)
As part of a legendary full-

forward line, Bernard pro-
vided some of the greatest in-
dividual displays of any for-
ward in his era. Unbeknownst
to anyone, he was sl:rug.gllng
the whale time. He paid dearly
for it in retirement when his

bady completely gave up.

SEAN CAVANAGH (Thursday,
April 22, 9.30pm)
Sedn overcame his early chal-
lenges with nutrition to be-
come one of the most accom-
plished athletes of his era. In-
security became a driving
force, and he came through
the that were visited
upon the team to win three
-lreland titles.

LiAM GRIFFIMN (Thursday,
April 29, 9.30pm)
In his uﬁnnd Year ff man-
? knownst to and
mm B dfgn A5
a0 as Wexford wers out of

the champlonship because of
his wifie Mary’s iliness. As it
happened, they went all the
way in 1996,

McCarthy
praises
O'Connor
legacy

CAMOGIE
m John Bohane

ET Finbarr's senior camogie
selector Marian McCarithy
has praised the conziderable
impact Gemma O'Cennor
made with the Cork senior
team during her {llustrious
inter-county caresr

During her 16-year career
with the Rebels, the Barrs ace
won nine All-Treland titles and
i1 All-Stars in addition to

Mational League and Munster
cham ship titles. She has
left Bebind a hipe legacy.

“She will go down as one of
the best ever. She had it all,
She had skill and heart. She
was a superb plaver.

“That equalising score in
Croke Park in 20017 will live
long in the memory. She made
a huge contribution to all
the suecess Cork enjoyed.
she achieved everything in
the game. She owes Cork
nothing.”

Gemma decided to step
away from her inter-county
career at the start of this vear.
The former county hoard
chalrperson always knew
Gemma was destined for a
bright futre.

“Asa Barr’s club person, we
all watched on with so much
pride as she enjoved so much
suceess with Cork. She was
great ambassador for the club.
She had such a natural falent.

“She jelned the Barrs
when'she was 10. She was a
standout even at that age. We
all knew from the very start
that she was going to be & top

YT,

“Che thrived under the
great conching she received
from so man F‘ﬂ'ﬂlﬂ. coaches
within the club,”

The experienced star will
still continue to lHne out for
her beloved Barrs much to the
delight of Marian,

“WWe are delighted she will
continue plaving for us, The
split sepson last year meant

at she trained with us on a
regular hasiz last year which
was 50 beneficial.

“She {5 a great role model
for all the younger players. We
are hoping that one day she
might go into a coaching
capacity with the club,
Gemma was a key player in
our only senior county final
sikeess o date in 2006,

“we have suffered a lot of
heartache sinee, but hopefully
now she will lead us to more
sRcoRss"

The Barrs have had a good
it of success in the underage
ranks in recent yvears which
augurs well for the elub,

"Wt have a lot of very good
young players. We have very

good eeaches and a good
committee driving the club

o,
“Wa have boen beaten in the
semi-final stages in the last

| two years, We are hopeful of a

good run in this year's senior
championship.

“It is a very competitive

rade with all 15 teams
gﬂrbal.u'ins dreams of county
glory. The club (s in a very
strong place. The future is
biright.”

?
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wrinciple that it was o good
len, the GAA"S hand had to be forced

b a sedamile worldwide event be

Even thouel playvers had been calling
did amything about it

fior separation al cluband county duties

As Aoife Lane astutely pointed out in
these papes, Ina conversation with bi-
chael Movnihan: ~Would the split sea-
for years, and even though everyone

irama of the pandemic for years to
som lsave happencd as guick]y I it

come, bt are there any beneficial
changes we ean bring with us too?

pandermie haz climnged wa, our lives and
wioren't for Covid forclng us into 47

o amees, We might be unpleking the

agereed in g

v it
o seE
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widor] o working from hame a8 soon as

averts hiad been
As technology has developed

o thee point whers many pecple’

for flexible work-from-hone

[t hms been oqually interest

Ty quickly amd casily many
they had noother choice, For years, dis-

abled people, parents of small children,
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forward last weekend and the

i

it's mod quite the real deal. With the
evenings stretehing out before us, our

sipee we began remobe training — bt

morale and fiiness — my own mental
hoalth has perked up considerably

spring



Small town girl
on the big stag

z John Cashman

POTEMTIAL is a word that is
regularly mentioned when we talk
ahout sports stars, but [n many
CiSES ent f3n't achieved.

Far one reason or another, the
B R ot
A% the tesnage years tUrn ]

In the case of Ballinacurra native
Chlose Sigerson, nothing is further
fram the truth. In the green of Killeagh
and more significantly in the red of
Cork the small town girl has shone on
the bggest ie stage thanks to a
sories of outstanding individual per-
formances. Along with inter county
colleagues Hannah Looney and Oria
iiruuln. Chloe was Tl:]:gﬂ:; svele-utedhun
the 2020 Camogia tar feam, her
second such accolade.

The name of Chloe Sigerson was
first lit up in lights in 2016, Despite
Cork lozing to Kilkenny in the ALl Tre-
land Intermediate Final, she was a
standout performer in the number &
jersey, which incidentally she quickly
swapped for the nimber 18 jersey, as
she was also named a= substitute on
the senior team, which unfortunately
also bost to Kilkenny,

“Tt was a day of mixed emotions™ re-
calls Chloe. To play in Croke Park ina

. Final and then to be Involved with the
senjor panel with all the big name
stars wis an unbelievablez nee,
but sadly both results went the wrong
way™.

By the time Chloe and Cork re-
turned o Croke Park 12 months kater,
she had been honoured bﬁ the Camogie
Association with a “Rislng Star"
award and her displays for the inter-
mediate team had parachuted her into
the Cork number 7 jersey at senlor
level. Kilkenny again awaited as the
ladies in red wenfton a revenge mission
an what was a very special occasion for

the yo East Cork star who saow all
her childbood dreams come trive,
“I've had a hurley in my hand for as

long as [ can rememier - my father
Brian - who everybody calls “rasher”
lecally is very well known and wag a
great hurker with Ballinacurra. He was
abways pucking the sllotar with me at
home and every time he went to the
Ballinacurra ploch, 1 was always there
with him. Mowadays he is definitely
somebody [ look up to a lot and after
every match we have our post mortem
as to what went right and indeed what
went Back in 2007 It was amaz-
ing to be looking forward to going to
Croke Park and starting my first sen-
ior All Ireland Final. Being honest,
nerves were replaced by excltement - [
just could not wait for the hig day to
coma',

Az it transpired excitement was af a
premium in that 2017 Final. Cork dra-
maticallywon back the O'Doffy Cup on
£ 0=10 10 0-9 seoreline courtesy of a late
paint fioom Jalia White,

= It was only afterwards that 1 real-
isid | had been part of such a dramatic
and exciting match”, admits Chioe,

A year down the road lighting hit

ifwice az Cork and Kilkenn im-re-
nirwed acguaintances and t il
iladies again obliged with Orla Cotter’s

£ point meaning Cork fin-
kshed winners by one point. The game
Wils significant for Chloe wha
‘took over the long range frees and reg-
istersd 3 points. It highlighted hor out-

‘

=

o} e
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turt‘:ﬂhtﬂgmmmpnhtau]m Kilkenny in their Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camogie Championship semi-final in
Péirc Ui Chacimh last year.

i i T

standing individual contribution to
Cork’s successful season and ulti-
mately resulted in-a first All Siar
Aoraril,

*That All Star banguet was an unbe-
lisvable night for me bt also for my
family who are all so interested in
sport.. They all enjoyed the fact that T
got the avward so much".

Family and friends in Ballinacursa
are very Important to Chloe. She is
vory miich & personality, but enjoys so
much the local chat with family and
neighbours.

“They gave me some memorable
“aomd off=” on my way (o Croke Fark
mnd are always right behind me all the
time", commented Chloe who actually
lined out with er home village team af
£ YOUNgE age.

T

Aisling Egan, St Finbarr's, challenges Chioe Sigerson of Killeagh in their Cork Camogie
Sluim! I:IEE Champlonship at Castle Road last September.
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“Inltially we didn't have a team in
Ballinacuria, so I moved to play with
Killeagh at Under 10 level, Then we
formed & tearm at bome and [ returned
for a few vears, whilst the teim was
there, hefore reiurnin% to Killaagh.
They are siuch a great club with great
tradition - it's wonderful i be part of
the team, We have just fallen short in
the Last few years, maybe because our
team is a very young one, Now [ think
we have honded amd are pasdy G0 pir-
form .John O'Connoer and Calran
CO'Brion our management team are
puiting in huge offort, so | would be
very optimistic that we can deliver™.

Chilee will also be hoplng that 2021
will sow Cork be back on tog of the ca-
moghe tree come aubwmn. © 1 just set
0 koep plaving at the top level for ag

. -__ -l"ll i
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@@ That All Star
banquet was an
unbelievable night
forme butalso formy
family who are all so
interested in sport..
They all enjoyed the
fact that| got the
award so much”.ee

long a5 possible and take insplration
from all the great plavers that have
won =6 mueh. When [ came into the
team we won 2 Al Treland titles In a
row sa | was very lucky. Losing to Gal-
wiy In the 2019 semi fAnal was a new
oxperience after enjoying 2 hirilliamn
YiEArS,

=1t really hurt and kit home o me
how fortunate | was (0 have those 2
previous wins. After losing the semi to
Kilkenny Iasd Movember, all you want
o da i85 togpet back fo Croke Park and
anoiher Final, Gemma O'Connor e
cenl retirement makes us stand upand
gee whol a remarkable cireer she one
joved. We all want to win more and
take a lead from her™ eonchuded Chioe,
who hersell looks set for many more
wiars of Success,



Volunteering is vital to sport-
ing organisations, but the vol-
unteer is sometimes forgotten.

The volunteer is the go-to
person in the club, the person
who does all the hard work
and who stiil gets the grief, but
ask any volunteer, inany club
or sport the length and
breadth of the country, why
they do it

Week In, week out, year i,
year out, the volunteers give it
their all and they will tell you
they do it for the love of the
club or for the love of the

FreiT11li8

A few years ago, AIB had a
fantastic poster to advertise
the All-Ireland club cham-
pionships. They had an
cldeﬂir.-tgenueman standing at
the pitch-side railing, with his
arm around a young boy look-
img out towards a goalpost,
and the caption was, "You
don't choose your club, you in-
herit i

This iz true. For many, their
cluh iz a way of life and it isin
the blood, be it urling, camo-
gie football, soccer, boxing, or
any other sport: It is some-
thing that they just love.

Many playvers become
coaches and mentors when
they retire, and, after that,
they become committee
membears and officials and go
on to greater things in their
associations, while many just
like to keep in touch and call
o the clib or goto the doca-
sional gime

A lot of people have endured
a lot in the last year and they
will be ing o peturn to ont-
doar activities shortly and
while some may feal they
don't have anything to con-
tribute on the playing or
coaching fields, or in the com-
mittes rooms, there is still
plenty for them to do.

The Camogie Aszociation
have announced a new Initi-
ative and they are seeking
peaple to become voluntary
gafiety stewards, Full training
will be provided.

Those applying must be
aged from 18 years upwards
and must be available at week-
enils, be active and enthusi-
astie and customer-focosed,
and be part of the match-day
action.

An interest in camoghe and
Gk owoald be beneficial, a%

most of the volunteer-safety-
greward roles will e aroiind
mateh.day events, so these
peopila also need o be problem
soVEers.
rrzln role of a voluntesr
stewmrd will be to main-
imin w e SRl secune &N virom-

Mary 0'5ullivan, volunteer, Brian Dillon’s Camagie Club and Ma
Community Games, with Megan Hmus;mm.n;:mwﬂ::

GAA volunteer safety
stewards being trained
ahead of retum to play

| CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

ment in their given apea and to
be familiar with staditm and
ground regulations; they will
need to ensure that any
breach of these regulations is
brought to a safe conclusion.
They will be trained in
crowd control, sideline duty,
stand vamitories, crowd man-
agrment, and reporting of any
actual or potential incidents
fo the relevant supervisor.
The volunteers will assist
with stadium evacuation, be
trained to assist patrons, have
disability awareness, and di-
rect pairons to smoking areas,
to catering units, to stadium
facilities, and to recycling

CAMOGIE

banks.

The role will also include
assisting the media photo-
graphers and reporters pitch-
side, a5 well as match-day mis-
cellaneous dutles around the
dressing rooms and the tun- | OBVIOUSLY, with the camogie and LGEA
nels, agsociations on the Covid 19 advisery

Srewards will be trained | board alongside thelr GAA counterparts,
and accredited by the GAA | their inter-county teams can relien o
national facilities health-and- | training on April 19, with non-contact
safety commitiee. underage training in pods of 15 permitted

Voluntary stewards are not | from April 26.
pald. For the volunteer to be A statement excplained: “As you will ap-

nfficially accredited as a stew- | prociate, we to receive further clar-
ard and receive their NHSC | Ity on aspects of what was announced be-
stewarding card, they must | fore finalising our plans for a return to
complete and pass the NHSC/ | training and ultimately games. We also
Europlan stewards training | need to finalise competition structures

courss online. and dates for the up-coming inter-county

There ate four modules, | season, as well as ensuring advice i pro-
each approximately one hour, | vided for all elubs in relation to how they
that must be completed within

can :1.111‘el13.|r recommence underage activi
10 days and the online course | (and in the case of the six counties, adult
materials are accessible on a | club training from April 12).
24-hour basis. *at this point, we can only confirm that
The volunteers must be | senior inter-county teams both north and
GAA/garda vetted and com- | south are likely to be ited to feturn
plete an on-site induction pro- | to collective training from Monday. April
gramme and they must stew- | 19, We hope to be In a position to confirm
ard at @ minimum of two | the fixture calendar and competition
matches, under the supervi- | struetures for inter county by the end of
ainm of a chief steward, safety | next week. We also hope to have finallsed
officer, or a supervisory stew- | updated versions of our Retarn to Play
ard. documents for both inter-county and club
The Camogle Association | activity ahead of the stated dates for re-
requires that each volunteer | sumption north and south of the border,
stewards at a minimum of 10 | “In the interim, we would ask for your
games per season at county, patience while we complete this work, and
provipeial, and national level. | we look forward to eommunieating in de
If you would like to be con- | tail with g:u all again next week in re-
ghdered for training to become | lation bot resumption of camogie activ-
a camogie safety steward. A
please Jote the volunteer | At this stage I'm wondering if the
safety registration form or | leagues will be cancalled as was the case
contact pamela fitzell@camo- | in 2020 and We run right through with the
ghe o, championships. The draft fxtures that
[t's a great time to do a | were ciroulating back in Januwary had our
pourse, as we all wait toreturn | national leagues running from March o
1o the plaving fields and look § May and the All-Treland series from July
forward 1o assisting and lend- | to September,
ing a hand in Castle Road in To cancel the leagues woull be tho ¢a-
Ll STmET, siest of options and a route the association

-

Cork's Savirse NcCarthys tackled by Kilkenny's Niamh Deely during the 2020 Liberty Insurance Allreland semi-fnal at P Ui :
still questions when full intercounty action will return this year. 5 nal at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh. There i

Return to play

Cork minor camogie manager Jerry Wallace issuing instructions.

might take. And [ think that's what they
should do if it means giving a bit of space
tn the minor and U16 teams to play their
:ha.mrq‘inn.ﬁhipﬁ.

Cork lost out on their All-Ireland three-
in-a-row bid last year as the champhon-
ship was surprisingly canecelled despite
most of it having already been played. It
was 2 huge blaw 1o S0 many Young players
across the country.

Cork minor camogie manager Jerry
Wallace Indged an appeal to the camogle
asgociation against the decision, but it
failed to gain tractbon due to a rule in the
association that states decisions of the
Ard Chomhairle eannot be questioned.

The camogie asseciation had explained
that ene of the motivating factors in their
decision to axe the minor championship
far 2000 was the crossover of players in
this age-group who are also part of thair
county's junior, intermediate, or senjor
sguad. The adult and minor All-Treland
championships are typlcally run ai aliiffer-
ant times of the year, bhut the lockdown
meant they would have to run comcur
renily when Inter-county action resimed
in Oetoher,

The association maintained that was
not posaible. I'm sure if you asked any

= it

sl il

Picture: Eddie (Han
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Pictane: [HPHO Ryan Byme

r

minor player they'd have selected o pliy
in their own championship simel forfedt
their adult contribution.

Minor is 50 special, and the window 15
short. | really hope that 2021 doesn't re-
peat ftself in this regard. _

Likewise, with the intermediate cham-
pionship, where six counties whose lnter-
mediate team was not thelr first team be.
ecauge they had a senior inter-cod nty
veam, wers removed from the intermedi-
ate championship. That was an uniecess:
ary act and an awful biow.

Most of those girls will never play sen-
lor inter-county camogie so the fact that
ihose countins had such a team shiould b
irrelovant if we're just looking at the
players themselves and what's best for
T :

We're in @ far clearer position this tme.
Mat that the roxdmap has boen very clear
i date, but we can, 1 hopd, | i that a
larpe chick of the country Wi I ha vacci-
ptedd by the end of Juno and we ghioald s
an the home streteh with pegarids our

romdmap.

Wi the fuct that U188 being one of the
last groups to be vaccinated go against
them on the feld of play? 1'd be surprised
if that was the case.



Vital backroom staff
keep the camogie
show on the road

FOLLOWING on from our piece
last weak aboad volunteers, it is
irtbar b s this week that
the Camogie Association are
advertising a hull-time paid post
for a player weltara and inclugion
co-ardinaber 1o join their stadf,

Gaona are the days when thene
wiaig ane person in Croka Pask
headquarters who ran tha show
and kapt us all up b0 date with all
thi happanings. Sheila Wallace
was a wondaerful camogle
administrator who was 22 years
atl the helm of the Camogie
Association before she retired
troem the position in 20048,

Since then the assoclation has
had a lot of changes and now
employs 16 people in various
roles

When you consichar tha hge
workicad ciub officers do day in
day oul on A voluniasy capacily
to keap their clubs afloat it
will come as & swprise o a kot of
these clul pecple thid thera are
a0 many paople employed by
th iessociation.

Lat’s take a lock al the vanous
roles and meet and infroduce
the people who currantly work
within the esseciaton,
 Binead McMulty is ard stidr-
ihair and heads the aeaocation
and the persan wha lialses
closaty with the prasident of the

ot

Louise Conlon is technical
development and participaticn
manager and har role reders to
the development of technical
aspacts aof the game including

mpraowing the .,
technical anaiysss, playing rules,

compelition formats for mean-
ingful and age-appropriata
QAMEs PIOQrarmmes from griss-
fats o intee county lavals, the
instigation and overseaing of
acthvity, and special projects for
woun and adults.
Brendan McGabe is the
finance manager his primary
risponsbilities include

manage-
ment and contial of the assoc-
ation’s finencial resources and

the ard stilithdér and
the and chomhairle's resowrce
management committes 1o carmy
out fnancial

Alan Malone s operations
co-ardinalor and the role
mcludes kading operations and
slall and running of office and
national activities and events. As
the association's national
children’s officer his responsibil-
ity mcludes the of the
association’s child protaction
and sadeguarding podcies,

Sarah Stanley Is office and
COMMUARICILIONS administraton

In her role she reparts fo the
uperﬂﬂans co-ordinator and
finks in wilh & daparimants with-
in the organigation.
Primafy réspansibilities are
with all

correspondenca

and calls o and fram e assoc
whan, s provide advice and
assl on b tsliy nanks o

i T an adminis-

fritive aspects of the official

Caroling Hahen e
o mr ol b mast fm LT
.fwﬁmmm & has
mmwk oul tha inter-
B85 thal ang
hwmmumﬂ Figied
ZzY MeoGuiness s the
finance administrator and her
’Il_ﬂ Comitrols ni
association,

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

Sive al=o looks afler develop-
mani and maintenance aof
accounting systems within (ha
association and tha sourcing of
public funding from lacal,
national and Eu bodias.

Roberta Farrell is national
safeguarding officer. This is
another hugety important role,
mﬁmﬁdﬁnﬂiﬁﬁm

James Heflerman works in the
area of youth developmant
co-ordinator. Tha key purpose of
e youlh development co-oodi-
natar is to develop, manage and
support indtkatives that support
young peophs deviopmient.

Aikdeen Howlin Is participation
and relention co-ordmator and
she has the Munstar, Leinster
and Connacht paricipation and
growth ¢o-ordinatars Kildare/
Meath project co-ordinatos and
v Ephmm co-ordinator,
ragerting o recty.

Her role inchedes oversesing
the implamentation and
facilitation of a co-ordinated pro-
gramme of activities and events
and ather résources to suppon
player retention within clubs.

Lizzie Flynn is referee
aducation and development

r-and mgain this is a
hugaly important robe with i
associaton’s referaas,

Miall Williams I8 coach
education and devaloprmant
co-ondinator and ha will co-ordi-
nate recruitmeant, education
and developmeani of camogia
coaches comch tulors.

Eall:rrina. l::;aln is Leinster
participation growth co-ardi-
nator whilst Stuan Reid 6l the
same rofe in Munstar and they
plen and arganise the i
courses and developmaeni
initiatives that take place and
they work closely with county

development officars,
Liam Clancy is club and
support co-ordinabes
and his robe is 10 develop and
manage [nitiatives to support
best practice in govarnancs,
paanming, implementation and

ol camogie within
diubs, sthoots and
Al

Pameda Frizalia i
development co-ordinator and
the key purpese of the bearning
and development co-ordinator
1o locus on bullding and
:n“%wf“&gﬂa :_:.panlly al

o game al
all levels, "

All of the albowe are busy rclas
in an ever-growing sporting
organization thal’s geing from
strength (o strangth,

THERE was little fanfare when one of the
most decorated GAA players retired at the
end of 2019, 3

Briege Corkery shimmisd around inter-
views as good as she ran cireles around
appoenents by leaving the door slightly
ajar, even if she knew hersclf that it was
firmly closed.

Her escape route was, "I don’t know, I'Il
see,” the Iy vague rezponse she of-
fered whensver anyonge made inguiries.
In an interview with Thed2 sports web-
site last weak, Briege spoke about being
featured on TGA's Eaochira Gael television
show on Thursday nlght.

This column will be submitted before
the programme airs and you'll have
wabtchod it by the time you read this ar-
tlcle. I°I bt you enjoyved it and were in
awe of such a great plaver and character.
1 say that Enowing Briege all thesa
years.

Even now, Bridge shics away from
being the centre of attention.

“I was humming and hawing a long
time about doing it," Corkery told Thed2
about her initlal reluctance to do the pro-
Erafmime,

T ﬁ::JEpﬂBE. when [ was finished, [ was
finished, and T waos happy enough,

“I sup . Mairézd and Cathering, my
sisters, they were ke, "do it for mam and
dad, it'd be nice fijr them to watch it."
“And in years to come, maybe for my
own family to watch, as well,

"That was really the turning point. I'm
cringing every minute I see the word
il { come up,” Corkery sabd.
“So, I'm not looking ferward to i, but
it's done, and it'll be nice for my parents
and my aunts and uncles, and people who

supparted me all the way,

"It was a nice way o thank people for all
thielr support and [ hope It conies across
that way,™

The Laochra Gael eplsodes allow
viewers to gee more than Tum. the on-field

PETSOTEL

Peaple formed misconceptions about
Corkery based on what they saw whin sha
wing on the plich,

“1 remember belng at an All-Stars one
time and one of the givls came up to ma
and gafd, “You're nothing but a fitness
frealk. 1 bat you"," Corkery said

“And, thankfully, Nollaig Cleary was

CAMOGIE

Linda
Mellerick

beside me and she was ke, ‘vou deflnkiely
have the wrong Briege.”

T gave everything when [ was on the
pitch: [ alwavst aund traimed s hard
as [ could.

“Bul opice I'mooff i, that's It, You'rea | '

tofally different persen on the plitch than
vau are off it and I"ve always said that
about myself.”

Corkery’s last official games in a Cork
Jjersey were the 2016 All-Ireland ladies'
football final, agninst Dublin, and the 2019
All-Treland camogie semi-final defeat to
Cralway.

In 2017, she informed Cork camogie
manager, Paudie Murray, that she was
committed to playing that scason,

Afew days later, she discoveresd she was
pregnant with her son, Tadhg.

She returned to the panel in 2008, fea-
turing in thelr All-Ireland semi-final win
aver Tipperary and was an unused sub in
thetr decider win, against Kilkenny.

2019 proved top be her final campaign
with Cork camagie. But nothing official
ever followed to copfirm her departure,

*] thouwght 1 was done in 2017," Corkery

salkd.
*] penuinely never thought [ would go
ack -

“There's a small bit of regret that [went
back in 2009, because 1 was disappointed
with how I finished,

and it wasn't because we lost, It was
mora that 1 didn't perform. My wear wenl
EEEET:-{m;j' i, thi i inst

5 injured, things went against me,
and it kind of left me in limbo land. In
@017, | was done, and [ was happy to be
done, Part of me was saying. ‘I should
have just stayed done'."

Eamonn Byan got a special dedication
firom Corkery', i,

“ow that ho's passed avay, you'd be
thinking, 'God. we were really lucky io
have him in owr lives." You approeciato
those Kinds of things," Corkery said.

':ﬂriﬂﬂlﬂi' Corkery lifts the Brendan Martin Cup after winning the TG4 ladies’ All-Ireland senior football final, Croke Park, Dublin, in 2015,

Picture credit: Ramsey Cardy/Sponsfile

Briege talks
careeron TV

Gaet’ television show this week,

“1 apkee to hilm around Chrlstmas, he
was looking for a number for someone, Wi
were chatting on the phone for a bit,”
Corkery said.

“I'd have rung him & couple of times
over the lockdown to see how he was
deimg,

“They're the things vou like, that you
can pick up the phione o them all the time
alnd it's a great Lo kive these times with
kv,

“He did s much for 50 many people and
held everyone in such high regard. It was
Invely looking back at what people sald
absut him amd stofl.”

Corkery sabd that there's no on one lefl
in a#ither Cork eamp from when she
stirted out, 1

Time moves on as new waves of talent
pEar in.

But life is atill bosy for Corkery. She
savee Birth o a secomd child recontly, with
thes arrival of little Nonle,

Farming Wfe is busy, too, as calving sea-
S0 contines,

WG wnnﬂldjl:luie medals hgcﬂnr;cm l:hl:!II;Ii.I
was o gang of us together,” Iy said,

=1 didn’t want 0 make anyihlng ot ol
it. I was happy enough to siip away and
say nothing.

“If thyey remomber you, they remember
vai, if they don't, that sults me Just fne,
I"'m happler iFthey wouldnt.”



sport 1% heavily skewed
against encouraging female

Camogie Association presi-
dent :ﬁ Saturday's congress,  the association was formed,
the Kildare native said the dis-

sUPPOris equily

s, ; {'a:-.ﬂil:;
Female inter-county m

“It is long past time for gov-

OFF CENTRE CIRCLE

By Ger McCarthy

riege reminded us that sport is
about much more than winning

= :.?"DU kmow you are getting old
E when vour research reveals
that TG4's Lacchra Gael series
was first broadeast on May 28th,
2001,

The shiow profiles and celebrates
the careers of the country's greatest
GAA football, hurling, ladies football -
and camogie players using archival
footage and interviews with the
subject as well as their former team
MAates Or MANAZETS.

Like a fifve wine, Laochra Gael has
improved with age.

Twenty years on and there have
been many memorable episodes
including such luminaries as Mick
O'Drwyer, Cora Staunton, Juliet
Murphy, Peter Canavan and Jimmy
Barry-Murphy.

Up until last Thursday night, my
personal favourite was the episode
that focused on Offaly’s Johnmy
Pilkington. Known as a ‘maverick’
off-the-cuff player, Pilkington was
a terrific hurler and someone who
enjoyed the social aspect of GAA as
much as the competitive side.

Much to his many managers
chagrin, training was never the be
all and end all for Johnmy More
often than not, the mercurial hurker
manazed to get the job done.

Briege Corkery might be cut from
the same cloth as Pilkington except
the former went on to bécome one
of the most successful dual ladies
football and camogie plavers of all
time.

Hopes were high that Corkery's
Laochra Gael episode would deliver
something special and the show's
producers didn't disappoint. Stories
of Corkery enjoying a drink —or
two, she laughed <the night before a
big championship match or storing
skittles and Mars bars in her camogie
skort will mot have surprised those

Sports

ST Akl comnte f5 — 700,000
Engh“ = o VETSsus Eamﬁurenwr, the
New Camogie president Hilda  latter figure 15 a player grant
Dreslin has said the distribu-  paid directly to male inter-
tion of government funding to  county players, whereas the

ipation.
In her opening address 48

fribution of thxpavers money  equity of ““'i', r1t;.| uml!].yt !fl':r
aeross genders in sport is not  women’s Sportst won
fair. e happy to bearn that the dis-

She called on the Govern-  tribw n of public funding for
ment o ensure public funding apurtllﬁ.wh Buﬁmf&
e oppoTiun-  agains on
% articipation? As

players receive less than a

-

Cork GAA great Briege Corkery unirﬂiﬁdﬂuLGFlSHiﬂ_r :
Fhwnrmhzuﬂ.

whao know her best.

But Corkery's achievements far
outweighed the unconventional

funding

quarter of the Government
funding pocketed by their

£700,000 figure ls more team
focused,

“what would our foundars
zay If we could tell them that
today, almost 120 years after

we are still actively seeking

i fame= [0 O,

manner in which she achieved them.
Maybe it was milking close 1o 500
COWS EVErY Morning or possibly -

crnments and the sports coun-
cils to monitor the gender dis-
iribwtion of public funding be-
pween and within sporting or-
ganisations and ensure that
public funding supports
equity of opportanity,
Breslin told the congress,
=1 appreciate those in
leadership today have in-
herited the current funding
ition. But the conventions
and funding schemes they
have inherited utterly fail the
test of equity, We are noet en-
gaged in special pleading for
an exception to these rules.
Regrettably, these rules still
eeho the outmoded stereos-
types that our founders con-
fronted in 18K,
“Instead, we are seeking
new rules and funding

gehemes, We are looking to
litleal leaders and
minisirators to inirg-

women's participation in 4
sport now and into the fu-  nitles. _

i v As an association, 'I.E.- 1‘1;
nedard bearers. Bat ! nE
is now time for the Govern- “the assoclation. in nﬂ_tjllmr
ment. the media and sponsers  £hip with the LGFA, will en-
to plhay a fuller part in address-
iag -:1iu|tr in EI']JPDJ'IunH}' for |s practicable the dual

Breslin sabd the media must main sta
continue to redress the bal-
anee in their eoverage of male
and female sports, partici-
larly public service broad- !
easters, which are funded women's sport.
from the public purse.

“If companies want to have
credibility with women con-
sumers and to be penuine in
their corporate social respon-
glbility, they need to demon-
strate how thair sports span-
sorship promotes equity.

“The gap in male and fe-

One tweet suggesteda
Netflix series dedicated to the
Corkerys would be an instant
hit

working as a stonemason that helped
develop the All-Stars incredible
fitness levels. Footage used in last
week’s TG4 episode included multiple
clips of Corkery scoring at one end of
the pitch before producing incredible
blacks at the opposite end.

Adored by her team mates and
respected by her opponents, Corkery
blazed a successful trail with
Cork's football and camogic squads
throughout a trophy-laden career.
Always up for a laugh and a joke, she
was able to balance the seriousness
of inter-county training with making
sure everyone enjoved a bitof craic
GOk,
It was relling that when asked
about her greatest achievement,
she picked a team rather than an
individual accolade. The Cork ladies
football team won the 2014 RTE
Team of the Year award, Voted for by
the public, Cork's ninth All-Ireland
title in ten years saw Corkery and her
team-mates elevate ladies football
to the nation's attention. That award
meant more to Corkery than any All-
Ireland medal.

Some of the most interesting
scenes in this Laochra Gael episode
were those that included her husband
Diarmuid, children Tadgh and Nonie
plus mother Kitty and father Michacl
Joe. Family is and always has been the
maost important thing in Corkery’s
life. One of nine children, she grew
up in the parish of Aghinagh and, by
her own admission, enjoyed plenty
laughs and the odd argument with

The new pres

male sports participation is ] & -
mirlfrml'ﬁlla. h!:l.l remains sig-  tal playing rules irimiled diur
niffcant. Such participation
at ¢ | : ting
duce change that embraces  playsa vital role in promo
how we should think about  individual health and soecial
gngagement in our commu-

Idenlglrﬂm!l]ml jual playcrs pgain cansed
er intention to esta afix- dua g A
Puru review committee, lLwill  problems during the 2020 aﬁh
bet invited to provide “sirong  son, with Cahir pulling out @
and porhaps difficali recom- !
menﬂﬁtiunﬂ" that will form & final last September :ﬁl']:l!f
new national competitions theldr dual coliort ml:ﬁll’lﬂ'ﬂ}
girueturs for 2002 and beyond,  to phay two county finm
Elsewhere during Satur-  space of 28 sours.

her brothers and sisters. Clearly,
her happy childhood prepared her
for dealing with the demands and
pressures of competing at inter-
county level,

The overwhelmingly positive social
media reaction to Corkery's Laochra
Gacl appearance encapsulated
why the 18-time All-Ircland winner
is boved by 50 many people boath
inside and outside Cork. Dne tweet
suggested a Netflix series dedicaned
:::r the Corkerys would be an instant

il.

Corkery's honest and down-to-
carth approach to life plus her
admission that the medals never
mattered as much as the friendships
and bonds formed during ber time
with Cork was refreshing to hear.

AL a time everyone is clambering to
aet back out on a pitch, a decorated
ladies football nnd camogic All-

Star reminded us of whats really
important when it comes to sport.
Medals, cups and championships
come and go. The people you meet,
the friends you make and the
memories vou ¢reate ane what the
GAA should be all abaout.

it vook 2 Laochra Gael episode with
Corkery to remind us of that.

Fitting then, that my new favourite
cpisode of the TG4 production
concluded with Corkery and the only
ather GAA player to match her for
inter-county medals, Rena Buckbey,
together on a pitch. Two of the GAA's
greatest ever players casually pucking
a sliotar back and forth and all the
time laughing and joking. Two giants
of their respective disciplines yet the
humblest people vou could meet.

“There will be many more TG4
Laochra Gael episodes but none will
rouch Corkery's for honesty, sheer
fun and a reminder that sport is
about so much more than winning.

‘heavily skewed’ against females

day's congress, all experiman:

ini the 2020 seasen — includ-
ing players being allowed to
ghoulder one another in the
tackle and outlawing tho
handpass goal — were passed.

Over Bi% of delegates sup-
ported a motion proposing

deavour (o facilitabe a5 far as

ayer.
Fll1-':"l:u:turc: claghes involving

the Tipperary junior camogie



e differences between camogie and hurling are

ing flattened out, why not go the whole hog?

T the Camagrie Associathon's

annial M.H.Fl'ﬂlﬂ.i‘l\m}mnﬂi

ey mivdee §F offlcial, How

milw wnﬂlddim i h!lm
lngt year's lepgue pionshi,
anid which proved popular with playors
e spectators alike, have been for-
mally adopted, meaning that i1 be a
nre kol game whion the laga starts
bck bn o imonth's fme.

I 5oy ‘merw ruibos’ bl we aire peall
talking about the elimination of o
rules; all the differences batwsen camo-
ghe and hurling are baing flattened ont
over Hime,

Whan 1 first began plaving comoghe,
the differences between the two ganies
were legion — from being able to catch
the ball thres times in poszession, to the
mumber of pliveers on the pitch, (o being
able to drop the hurley and handpass a
goal. But over the last two decades, ca-
moghe has cormne more and more in line

with itz fraternal twin. I this tvend con-

pintes o develop over the wmiﬂ!i
wears, the wearing of the skort will be
theonly distinction of note betwesn the
W0 games,

Perhaps the mozt welsome new rule
is to do with physieatity, a change that
hias been called for by players for vears
niow. Uniil very récently, the chmogie
rulebook said that a playver could not
‘deliberately shoulder an opponent”; for
i game p mbml:ha[l ﬁ::h%ﬂmw Al
competing for the . this was near
impassible in practical terms. Now, a
player is allowed to ‘use minimal con-
et oh an epponent’s body from shde-on
once they are making a reazonable of-
fort to gain possession of the shotar.
Hallelainh?

To b fafir, H'z faniastic
that camogie is Oinally
acknowledging the
physicality in the
ganee, even if the
wording of the mo=
tion itself i= a bit
ambiguous and
frustrating. What
1= ‘minkmal con-

Ryan

tact” anyway? How to define a1 ‘reason-
able effort to possesaion'? Corlk
elwr Ay O Connor wis hromdly posi-
tve about th role changes recontly,
bk pointed out that the wording on the
lhnuhluanq riile miseds to bo elarified,
O pirrson's “mindinal contaet’ is o
ather person's hayimaker. [ls maaning
will vy foom plaver to plaver, and —
e 10 the podnl — frons rel (s rel As
s e s b b riide weas, sl lediat i
wias unambigeols, 1t's easy for Hiose of
5 watching from the sidelines to call
for more phyaieality, bt the players on
the piteh just need to know the par-
ammeters in which thev're operating.

If only there was a guideline or a tem-
plate out there for shoilder tackles!
Funny vou shoald ask. The hucling rule
reads as folkows: ‘Provided that he has
at least one fool on the ground, a player
may make a shoulder-to-shoulder
charge o1 an nent (a)who ks in pos-
session of the h-aﬁ.ur{h} who ja playing
the ball, or (ch when both plavers are
moving in the divection of the ball to
play i Sounds reasonable, right?

This is the mystery to me: All the
trenids of recant vears have shown that
camoghe s coming more and more in
lime with hurling. Thiz is what most
spectintors and players want. Why no
Just go the whole hoe? All profiress i2 to
be welcombed, but at this rate Congress
will be meking incremental changes
overy year, when they could just make
thie necessary changes in one fall

SWOOR.

Phrazes like ‘minimal contact” feel
like & hangover from a daintier era;
when the sﬁeclm:h of women compet-
ing phivaically with each other was un-
geemly, But we're now [n the age of
Hatie Taylor, AFLW, and o thriving in-
ternational women's rugby scene. One
has to wonder — who are these “mini-
meal contact” rules designed to profoct
s from? Each other? Durselves? It is
not as if camogie plavers ave, Rachae]
Blrckmore-lUke, competing directly
against men — in which caze we would
be fiattened, due tonot having an abun-
dance of testosterone flowing through
our veins.

Show me the player that applies
‘minimal eonteet’ when tryving to win
the ball, Go big or go homs.

All nit-picking aside, the recent raft
of rule changes will be good for the
game. Guick puekouts are now
snnctioned, penalties are now
the smme as in hurding, amd —
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Galway's Carrie Dolan is tackled by Cork's Laura Hayes and lzzy 0'Regan in the All-Ireland Senior Championship dash at Pearse Stadium in Galway last year. Nifﬁﬂﬁhemhﬂmﬂ atct

feel like a hangover from a daintier era, when the spectade of women compet

pirhaps most Intrigaingly — plavers
can now take a quick indirect free from
the hand inside the 45, mark-style
Hikda Breslin has been making posi-
thve and progressive statements at the
outset of her presidency, highlighting
the funding imbalanee beiween men's
Al woameen s codes, and announcing
her support for camoghe and Indies foot-
ball to eventually eome under the GAA
wimbrella. Inpartantly, a motlon was
also passed bast weekoend for dual
players to be accommodated “as far as

practical”™, but without slmilar action
on the part of the LGFA. one wondors
hiow effective this will e

It will be interesting to see how the
new riules play out when (he lekeone
starts back on 15 May. Perhaps camo-
gies most distinetive difference from
htwriing — the ability b deop the harley
and handpass a poal — lias now also
Bt dhorie oowany wlth, although Inter-
estingly, haindpnssed points are sl
albowed, This seemed fo mae to be @
strange e (o Keep on the books, sines

ing physically with cach other was unseemly, says Eimear Ryan.

handpassed points are such a1 rare oc-
clirrence, In faet, I couldn'i think of a
singzle Instanee,
Wheen | consulted the GAA hive mind
~ 1t my Tipperary-based family — my
dad got back to me instantly: “Nicky in
Eillarney in "B7. Levelled the match."" |
looked It up and, happily, the game in
guestion is available 1o wateh in full on
IJJIE' G.‘:;il. wehsiie,
n the Munstoer final replay againsi
Cork. Micky English burst ’rhmfl‘::h the
defence in injury tiime with three

Hﬂmlﬂphﬂmﬁtﬁﬂﬂn

Corkmen on his tail. Knowing he'd
hooked, he -EEEM it onto hlsthhurle;?e
and handpa it over. When the game
went to extra time, Tipp won, thanks in
fie small part to two handpassed goals
from Michael Dovie and Donie O'Con-
E:ik scores that would be impossible

Iz fascinating to watch back and re
flect on how the game has evolved — bt
you can be sure that as soon as phches
reapan, I'll be up at the goals by moyself;
| practising that Nicky move,




Camogie chiefs vote for

¢ .
E:;t{rggiﬁl %1;&& voted overwhelmingly on

2 our of a moti
Dhﬁeﬂimhh' in the game. ton.allowing greater
Amen

dment, which will allow a pET T S Tise
ﬁnlm‘z.l CONtAct on an opponent’s mflfﬁmm
ce they are making a reasonable effort to Hain

gﬂGﬂHﬂﬂu of the sliotar” was supported by 84% of
elegnies Aslnui:la.r motion atmtﬂ:‘mlauﬁﬂr Was
¥

Was a total of 35 motions up for discussion
20 of which related to the mmgt:'putﬁ.d\!'ﬁm can
only be discussed every three vears. Of those 20
motions, voted on by more than 100 remote delegates
across Ireland and internationally, 19 went through.
The other notable motion on |Le elar, one which
endeavours “to facilitate as far as practical the dual
player”, was also passed. This motion, which
#1% support, is & step towards ending the

and controversies which have arisen in

® Mary Newman

greater physicality in game

coaching and games representative, and Patsy
O Keseile ( Waterford) as ireasirer.
The annual Sighle Mic an Ultalgh Awared for

recent years, involving plavers who are also

invedved in ladies' foothall.

Dielegates also vobed to ond the hand

-passed goal,
with 88% voting to consign it to history, though a

hand-passed point is still allowed.

Other changes include that a player taking a firee
cannot cross the 20m line to strike the sliotar, while a
nick free from the hand inside the 45 is now
'lriﬂ“ i also now written into the rubes around

g uniforms, that short socks may be worn.

a
P

a Breslin from Kildare has taken up the office
of uachtardn and will'lead the association for the
rext thiree vears, Geraldine McGrath (Galway) was
selected as PR and communications represeniative,
while Cormac Ginty (Offaly) was voted in as

outstanding sérvice to the assockation by an adminis-
frator was presented o Phyilis Breslin of Dublin.

The Mational Leagiies ame set fo resume on May 15
and second feams in stronger counties have been
cleared to participate. This will be welcomed by Cork
intermediate manager Mark McCarthy and fellow
seleciors as those competitions were ealled off in
2020, Inter-county training starts from April 19,

The association recorded a surplus of £536.000 for
220, despite gate-receipt income collapsing by B2%,

Sport Ireland grants totalling €1.56m meant the
Camogle Asseckntion’s overall intome of £2.63m for
2020 was greater than the 2019 figure of €2 56m., With
expenditore for 2030 fallkng by £200,000, the Canaogin
Aszociation surplus of 536,000 was more than
double the €257,000 end-of-year surplus for 2018,

Camogie action for Cork senior teams to resume in May

THE 2021 Littlewoods Ireland Camogle Leagues fix-
tures have been released ahead of a much antici-
pated and welcome return to Inter-comty games.
next Monday, inter-county panels will be
gathering to prepare and they will have four weeks
until the league get up and rminning on May 15,

All the fixtures are subject to Ehﬂnﬁ pending
further Government announcements, but fingers
crossed the plan will see &5 in all four divisions
conmence on Saturday, 15 with all finals sched-
uled for the weekend of June 19/20,

Graat news for counites with second adult teams is
that l]‘:&!." will be allowed to Euﬁs::nu activity and also
AT tic [&1n ].EH:EIJ.E 5.

Minister for Sport -JacE Chambers recently con-
that the April 19resumption would inclisde all
county teams who previously competed in the
Matianal Leaguoes.
This means that the second camoghe teams of Gal-

Sr. Eileen O'Donnell (Stan)

PRESEMTATION CONVENT, FARRAKREE. CORK
and DOMERAILE, CO CORK
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT and FIRST ANNIVERSARY
23RD APRIL. 2020

EMLEEM &5 hvingfy remambsaned and mizsad by
ﬁwymwm.mmmm sl
sincansty all hase whi symgalhesed with us. For those

wiha [pisd Ther by walehing The Funeral Mass
onling, io those whe stood on the radsde and Al the
Feusce bo acknowiedge Edven on fer finaf , Wil

appreciahe the sopport. To her relalives,
co-warkers, past pupils, siaff and friends who wanked o
e with urs b ooesld nok due fo ihe circurmgtanoes, thank

Professor
and i w4l at
U itsd Cork. VWi are vary

for all yeay
mhrwmmmﬁmhthﬂ

CAMOGIE.
= Mary Newman

. Duhlin, Cork, Kilkenny, and Ti whi
;lnf&td. out on the All-Ireland lJ:-ltﬂ'mgﬂDi:ta Eham
Ennlhip last vear, and those of Offaly, Wexford,

faterford, Limerick, and Clare whe were not allow-
ed to compete in the All-Iretand Junior Champion-
ﬁh“i:!'miu be free to train and participate [0 competi-

£

The counties’ secomrd teams lost out under Level 5
reztrictlons which which dictated that each eounty
could enter only one side into competition, a move
which was made to limit congregation and travel.

Thiz impacted only camogie players as the foal-
ball, hurling and Ladies feottall All-Ireland competi-
tlons contain second teams and it causes a lot of
upset in the counties involved.

In Division 1, theve are thiee groups of three; two
of the group winners will be drawn to advance di-
rectly to the semi-finals, while the other will play in
the quaricr-finals alongside the three teams who fin-
i=hed second. -

The opening round of games is scheduled for Sat-
wrday ay 15, with Division 1 champlons Gabway set
to host Clare in Group 1. All-Ireland champlons il
kenny open with a home game against Dublin in
Group 3. The other Division 1 fixture on the ficst wee
kend of action will see Cork hosting Tipperary in

Group 2.

In Bhﬁsitm 2 leagne thers are four ns. bwo
groups of three and two groups of fowr, top two ind
each group go to the quarter-finals; the bobiom four
play in relegation plav-offs with losers playing in rel-
egation final. Cork travel to take on Tipperary In
ronnd one, with Antrim hosting Down, Kilkennl
travel 1o Wexford and Westmeath head to Dublin.

Ward hopes for speedy
resolution to schedule row

Paul Keane

Two-time All-Ireland winning Galway
camoghe Mmu?“ Tony Ward is confi-
dent peace will break out to allow the
Littlewonds Ireland camogie leagues (o
heg'uu'eas planned this month.

r 530 of 752 camogie players tokd
the Gaelic Players Association (GPA)at
the weekend that they would not

ticipate in the leagues should the
mogie Association persist with their
gehedule for the season,

Players were left furious by the an-
nouncement that the season will
with the national leagues before shift-
ing to club activity and then back to the
inter-county championships. d

One of the “key considerations” for
this mme of owents, acoording (o
the Camogie Assoclation, was the fact
that “most clnb activity had ceased in
August/ mber 2020, 50 10 consider
running the inter-county champion-
ship directly after the Littlewoods
Ireland camogie leagues wonld mean
that elub eri.fwmlﬂ miss out on al-
most a fi r of camvogia™,

Maow [nli:?r:?ng ‘disquiet from the GFA
and our Inter-county players’, the
Camogie Association has promised to
review the schedule and the threat of a
boyeott will naturally focus mingds.

Ward, who guided Galway to All-Ire-
land success in 1998 and 2013, is confl-
dent that it won't get to the point of
strike action.

“T.don’t think so, I'd be very disap-
pointed if it did,” sald Ward, who re-
milng in charpe of 2020 Limerick SHC
finalists Doon, “1 couldn't see that hagp-
pening because players are just s

anxious to get back playing, they've
been walting =0 long to play, my own
danghter is on the Galway panel.
They're raging to get going and to have
1o stand back and boycott games would
ber o really tervible deselopment.

“wa've put up with 50 much through
thie lockdewns withowt having a boycolt
now, | think ii f s-l.'lnl'lelhini: HE *:alfu?-:-

ppens then it just leaves a so :
E:r u'o.'-;ﬂ'r:rna.TI'l.f! As=oriation nesds the
players and the players need the As-
sociation so I'd hate to see & gap coming
between them. [ think people will get
thieir heads toegether over this and find a
way forward that works, 1 En YEry
surprised if that didn’t happen.

Ward MHE:;.‘!‘.]H'S Iilnm-:ﬂ:ty:‘taw:

ie schedule mirrors

Eﬁﬁl,ﬁd&eﬁ Gaelic Football Associ-
athon this vear. The LGFA are expected
torouthine their plans for the 2021 season
this week with a split season of inter-
county and then n:hih activity favoured
by the majority of players.

HI]IEI‘Eﬂn schedules for camogle and
Iadies football competitions would heap
pressure on dual players and increase
ithe likelihood of players having to
choose hotween club and county at cer-

m‘%sdtﬂntf;l ihat whatever the ladies
foothallers are doing, for the sake of the
dual player, that camogie should be
dolng as well, that the tWo seas0MS APE
hasically ruln:pﬂing alongside each
mﬁﬁ’mi'}?ﬁmnr human at the end of
the day. I've seen firsthand plenty of in-
stances of dual players being messed
around and foresd to play games in the
morning and evenings with different
teams and jt's just not right. Those days
should be gone.”

Killeagh
aiming
for more
silverware

CAMOGIE

® John Cashman

KILLEAGH iz renowned as a
gporting hothed,

Locals love their sport and
through the time tunnel, they
have had many reasons o ecl-
ebrate the accomplishments
af individuals and teams.
Founded in 1973, Killeagh cns
miogie club were crowied All-
Ireland senior club champlions
just seven years later and this
year marks the 4i-vear bud-
mark of the club winning
back-to-back eounty and proy-
imeial thiles, Sulbsequently fal-
Limg om stightly bsimer tmes in
the decades ihat followesd, the
ontstanding individual
achisvements of players such
a5 Mary O'Connor and Angpeln
Walsh kept the club iume very
mueh o the fore,

Mow they are on the march
again, having reached the SE
Syvstems County Senior semi-
final in 261% only (o lose to In-
nizearra. Boosted by the pres-
ence of Cork stars Laura
Troacy, Chloe Sigerson and
Hannah Looney coupled the
rise of some guality young
plavers, Killeagh have a right
to feel that they will be thers
or thereabouts come the ¢li-
mens of the champlonship.

Hut, following on the path-
way of tradition can some-
times be a tough challengs,

Jolin 0" Conner, brother of
Mary 18 the eurrent team boss,
having shared the role lin 2000,
He zays he hopes his skde can
feed off the club’s great his-

i Ex]

Iy, :
“We take that as a positive
and not a pressure peint.
Tradition 15 a plus. We have
players involved now whiose
mothers were playing in the
g?,s:.mthm fs alwnys o bit of
ageing going on.

“It's also great to have Bhel-
la Spillane around to [nspire
the players - she has been
there since the very first day
the club was formed. i

“Last vear we lost to 5t Fin-
bare's, We had high expec-
tations :tu;:llp;g oiit, but thi
Barrs wanted it more.

“The loss of Laura Tr-r_'.'u:t;,-
dite to a hand Injury was ob-
wiously a big blow. With Covid
fast year it was fairly unique
in that we had our inter-coun-
ty players training with us all
the time, Ideally, 1 would like
i sie a split-season happan:
ing again. Overall we feel we
have a nice halance of experi-
ence and youth that we b pe
will bond together. Golng on
the knst few years though, we
will certainly have to knuckhe
down and Improve,

S In 2021, mAny c¥es will
watch how Killeagh perform.
In two ~the club will cel-
ehrate it's golden jubilee. In
fhe year they were founded,
Cork feothallers and Limerick
hurlers were both winning
All-Ireland gold, in clasus
ending a long barren gpell,

For Killeagh !lhe advanture
¢ ust nning.
mﬁgrw tﬁnﬂl, Eilleagh are
dreaming again and hoping
they can capture county sil-
werware to put them back on
their parch as champlons.




Galway's Orlaith McGrath and Laura Treacy of Cork in action last
winter. Picture: Mmhnmlh'an
T n start their
I:)ith tumn to training
ADULT inbor-county players wel- - CAMOGIE
comead the rsnws tht S Litthe-
woods Nabonad Leagues wil B Mary Newman . : 3 re—
start on the wisskend of May 15. .
Cork teams are 564 1o ratum o Cork’s Fiona Keating shoots from Wexford'’s Sarah 0'Connor and Laura Dempsey at Pdirc Ui Rinn. Ficture: Eddie OHare
tha traineng grounds on Monday . havehome taking an
next itwill be all systoms goas Tipperary in Group 2, Reign '
thery prepare far throw-in, Drvision 1 st
Tha returm b action o host Glare in Group 1. All-lire-
wins welcomad by all courties land champesns Kilk will
and most especiady by counties  stan with a homa game against
with second adult teams as theyy  Dublin in Group 3.
will beallowed to reseme activity I the Litlewoods Diision 2
and also pariicipate in leagus laague thara ara four
Minigter hor 3o, Do groups of Bwnes and two
Jack Chambers recanthy con- groups of four. Tha top two in
flermed theat the Apri 18 reswemp-  eech grodp g0 1o the quarter-fin- .
tion 1o training would include a8 als whilst the bottam four play in
county leams who i relegation playoffs with losers
competed n the National plarying in relegation &nal. In .
Laguies., Group 1 thare ane just three
This means that the secand ca-  1eams Antram, Down and Derry,
ﬂamﬂm Dublin, Group 2 features Cork, Tippar-
Fikenmy and Tipperary ary, Kemry and Gahway, Group 3 .
'ﬁml'l'l-l'uﬂdutmh.ﬂl-lm- Weadiord, Hilkenmy and Laois,
Eand Intermediate and Group 4 Wasimaath, Dubfin,
latelast year and those of Offaly,  Kildare and Meath.
Wataetord, Limarick Cork will trenved 1o take on Tippes-
and Clare who wera not allowed  ary in round one on May 15; ’
1o compete in the Allkdreland Jun-  rownd two on May 22 will see
ko chamipsonship will befree to Cork host Kerry on what willba a
train and participate in compab-  historic day for the Keary sides
when they meet Cork for thefirst | THE focus of last weekend's annual con- tate, as e as s practicable, the dual
Counties” sacond ams lost ol Gy 38 Division 2 level. Having gress was the trial playing rules, which player’.
under Level 5 Covid-19 restric-  been scheduled to meet in e | were motions for voting; all passed with Great to see this, after too much
tions which wese putin place for  champeonship last year before | high percentages. ; negative publicity surrounding clashes in
last yoars which mmmm ramaved e following rules will come into effect Lm.da recent times. Hopefully, we won't see any
dictated that each courty could  from competing thisis aclash | on May 10, ahead of the leagues starting 5 of that in the season ahead.
anier only o Side into compet-  that will be sagarhy awaited by on May 15, Mm All Cork teams go back training nexi
tion, & Mave which was madeto  bath countles. The goalkeeper may use a quick puck- dMonday and yet they don't have an idea of
limit congregation and travel Saturday, May 29 wil see Cork | out after a wide ball is signalled by the ref- when their champlonships will be played.
This impacted only camogse ke tha long joumeay to Gal- eree. She must stay within the small par-  plavers frustrated. The GAA made their 2021 fixtures avail-
playars as the Gaskc football, way, I's worth & menton that in | allelogram. Anv plaver deliberately ob-  Thankfully, motion 10,1 passed, which  able on April 8. but the Camogie Assocl-
furling and ladies football Alblre-  league and championship structing the go 5 quick puckout mow makes it a technical foul if a player  ation have yet to announce theirs and
and competitions contain sec-  through the yearswhentheraare | will be dealt with under another rule, intentionally drops their hurley. [ was  they really need to make the dates known
ond teams and Rcauses alotof  three games to be played Cork | Players do not need to be outside the 20m  desperate for that to go. immediately.
upsat in the counties involved.  always seem 10 draw the shos line for a quick puckout. Another rule that came intoplay —and  Club and inter-county players are in no-
Thig e naws for Corkand  straw and always only have one The referee will have discretion to stop  which many, particularly goalkeepers, man's land, Will there be a club/inter-
will game al home. play. If a goalkeeper chooses a normal  are grateful for — is that you can no long-  county spilt-season, like 20007 [ truly hope
harve & busy few weeks as he Loaking at the schedule of bath | puckout, she must wait for the referee’s  or score i goal with a handpass. A player  there will be. You'd struggle to find any
sirivas o get this squed together,  divisiona Cork and Tipperary are | whistle and normal rules apply. can use a handpass to score a point, inter-county player that didn't thor-
one consicers thasa girls  meeting in Division 1 and Divi- Rutle 11.2 {a): A plaver may take a quick Only one player can stand on the goal  sughly enjoy, and prefer, the split saason,
hve: not particigated in inter. :mnzmﬁm on May 15. free from their hand, if they are fouled in-  line for a penalty and the penalty cannot  with club first, in 2020,
eompatitions sinca thair ~ Cork are hame side thelr own 45m line, Only the player be taken inside the 20m line, [ bave my dowbts 2021 will follow the
last game national league game mmfmmtﬁ that is fouled can take it from the hand  One area o note is 11.1: The advantage  same route, even though it was a tremen-
on October 18 last year the Division 2 game, surely it and it"s an indirect fres. rule. The rule states that the advantage dous success across the board. Clubs
McCarthy and his backroom wiould have made sense io have Rule 9.7 was amended to allow more  time allotted 1s up te five seconds, iF it be-  won't have their inter-county players
Team will ba busy with just three both garnes ficed for B same contact into the game, although | find the @omes ctn:qr that no advantage has ac-  again for the whole summer, Il we revert.
Wooks lo county. rulle change marginal and too discretion-  crued. I think we've all seen way above  Cork’s national league in both divisions
Likenwiss for F'i.lﬂh with  Granted i may have been 1o ary. A section peads: A plaver may tackle that, with several passes all before  giarts on May 15, The senbors are at home
the senicr side buthe hasthe ad-  avoid big groups at games inthe | an opponent who is in the act of playing, the referce deems ‘no advantage’ and  to Tipperary, while the intermediates
that his charges were in  sarme county but if these game | or in possession of the sliotar, by using awards a free to the team from the spot  travel to Tipperary. [ can never get my
action up to the senior All pland were in Corkor Tipperary | minimal contact on an opponent’s body  where the foul was committed. head around this, With both panels cross.
rsml-fum an Movermiber 28, on the same day at three-hour in- | from skde-on, once they are mokinga rea. A new non-trial motion: The playing of jng over, it's a headache. Why, when this
n the Litterwoods Division 1 \ervals and al two diffarent ve- | sonable effort to gain possession of the  anopponent’s hurley with a Nick intheair  occurs, there Isn't an ‘every other year’
League 2021 there are three rues it would give the county sliatar. or on the ground was narrowly defeated, scenario agresd betwesn counties, | don't
groups of three, two.of the three  executives of bath counties an Minimal eontaet is described as ‘con- - 51% tod9%. Pity, becausa | like sesing the  pow.
group winnars will be drawnto  oppontunity to be on hand 1o or- | tact made while making a reasonable at-  ball and play run on from doing that, The senbors’ second outing is an away
(edvianca directly 1o the semi-fin- and lend a hand. tempt to gain possession of the sliotar’.  After both the Ladles' Gaelic Football  game to Waterford, with the quarter-fin-
a5, while tha othes will have 1o pwen the work that will have o | Contact most not be inan gsive or  Associntion (LGFA) and Camogie Associ-  als down for the weekend of June 5, the
lnh:r in the quarter-finals 00 Into ensuring games ane evnleal manner. | suggest .cm.-.E fung while atien defeated a motion 1ast year to each  gemi-finals June 12, and the finals the
side the throe teams whe fin- played safely all hands on deck | making the tackle, pecopnise the dual player, a new rule was  weekend of Jupe 19, If the champlonships
izhed sésond, The opening will be neaded with county | concede that it's a start, but, unfortu- - passed by 81% to 19%, which reads, “The  throw in in July, the elubs are really tak-
rovired of i$ schadulad for  executives spiit between two nately some referees will allow far more - Association recognises the roke of thedual  jng a complete back seat until possibly
‘m 1Sandonthefirst  counties onthe same day does | contact than others and the Inconsistency plBL"'E:I‘ The Association, in partnership  Iate September, if Cork reach the senior
o ot mike sense. will still leave a lot of managers and with the LGFA, will endeavour to facili-  and/or intermediate finals,
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New Cork
camogie
captain ready
to spearhead
Rebels' return
to the top

BY GER McCARTHY

NEW Cork camogie captain
Linda Collins is determined to
lead from the front this season.

The Courcey Rovers forward
- a familiar face in the Rebels®

attack in recent years — doesn’t
feel her new role will add ex-
tra pressure as Cork look to
wrestle the league and cham-
pionship titles off Galway and
Kilkenny respectively.

1 don't feel any added pres-
sure because I am still going to
work as hard as [ ever have and
try to put my best foot forward
on behalfl of the team,’ Collins
told this week’s Star Sport
Podeast. ‘At the end of the day,
camoghe is a team game. Every-
one has to pull together. [ don't
feel a sense of pressure and 1
hope the other girls can learn
from me, if there is anything 1o
learn from me. “The thing 1 am
looking forward to the most

-
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PLUS _

STAR SPORT @)
PODCAST

Darren Sweetnam jolns us from
France to chat about his move
to La Rochelle, his Munster
memaorles and a lot more

Cork camogile captain Linda Coflins
looks ahead to the new season

You can subscribe and listen
to our podcast on

~
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this season is just getting back
playing camogle, working hard,
training hard and having the
eraic with the girls before and
after training. That's what you
enjoy the most about playing
inter-county.

Caollins is coming off the back
of a memorable club year after
Courceys won their first county
sentor camogie championship
title last season. Cork ace Col-
lins scored 1-5 in that historic
éounty final win against Inn-
sicarra - and that success saw
her nominated to captain her
county this year,

‘Being captain of the Cork
senior camogie eam is never
something | thought 1 would
end up being and I am real-
ly locking forward to the year
ahead, says Collins, who works
a5 & teacher at Summercove
Mational School in Kinsale.

“Just thinking of all the Cork

captains that have gone before
me and all the captains 1 would
have played under, it is a great
achievement to- be amongst
those names.
‘Courcey Rovers put my
name forward as (Cork) cap-
tain for 2021. 1t is an honour for
me to be able to represent my
club and my family. The group
of girls | play with have been
together over the last pumber
of years. Bringing cveryone to-
gether, after such a wough time
of it last year, will be special,
Hopefully, Cork will enjoy a
positive year.'

The Cork camogie team re-
turned to training this week as
preparations ramp up ahead of
the national league campakgn
that throws In next month, 1t's
all systems go now for Paudie

Murray and his new-look man-

gEMent wam.

‘Credit where credit is due,
Paudie has put s0 many years
and so much time into Cork
camogie, Collins says.

‘Paudie always wants to get
the best out of his team. He
always wants to bring in the
best people for his manage-
ment set-up and constantly
talks about how we, as players,
can improve. That's why Cork
camogie has done so well in the
past few years.

*This year, we want to lay
down a marker. Cork has a new
man t veam with Kevin
Murray in, a new strength and
conditioning coach in Kevin
Dunne, Matthew Twomey and
Teddy O'Donovan are back as
well. Paudie has put together
that management t¢am 5¢ the
players want to do them justice
by representing ourselves as
best we can out on the pitch.”

Collins and Cork will begin
their Division 1 national league
campaign witha home Group 2
clash agillml’l‘l'ppcmrrmﬂar
15th before an away trip 1o Wa-
terford on May 20th. Cork need
to finish in the wop two to quali-
fy for the knock-out stages.

“Tin be honest, you can never
predict the outcome of a game
against either Waterford or
Tipperary, Collins says.

They are two physical teams’
so it is a constant battle when-
ever we play them, 1 think

what will be really important
because it is such a c
season, that Cork uses not just
15 but 20 players (as often as we
can), The players that will come
on during those games will be
vital, There is a nice little bit of
rivalry there as well. Hopefully,
we will be able w get off to &

g 7 W k.
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“ollins willlead the

Cork camogie team from the
front this season.
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Eight subs

per game In
camogie league
Eoghan Cormican

Counties will be permitted o make
eight substitutions per game in the up-
coming Mational Camoghe League,

At a time when various inter-county
GAA managers are calling for more
than fTve substltutions fa be allowed in
thiz vear's Alliang Leagues, the Cama-
gie Association hias conflrmed tha
tecums will agoin be permitted to make
elght substitutions per game in next
mohth’s Mational Comogie League.

The rule, exclusive to camoghe,
msns managers can replace over half
their starting team during a Leagne fix-
ture when gamos resame I mid-May,
laoiz amil Mava foeotball managers
Mike Gairke and Loarwes Horan, in ves-
terday’s Irizh Exeminer, backed tho
fdea of allowing more substitutes in this
yoar's Allinmng Leagtes,

Both managers gave support in prin-
ciple 1o increasing the nembsr of 2ol
stitutes froam Mive 2005 to provent injary
alter a lengthy lnyodT froan games potiv-

ity andd to Tully assess their panel,

"I never understood the logie af res
ducing the six to five. 1 think it's the

| other way wo should be golng.” said

‘Idon't feelany added
pressure becauselam
stillgoing to work as
hardas|everhave'—
Linda Coflins

SLart.

Not one for looking back,
Collins does admit that last
year's All-Ireland semi-final
loss to Kilkenny still rankles.
How much is that defeat a mo-
tivating factor heading into the
2021 season?

“There are two sides o last
year's semi-final defeat 1o Kilk-
enny. Collins explains.

“You don't want to dwell on
it too much and focus on the
disappointment. We want to
try and start the year afresh.
Om the other hand, that loss to
Kilkenny ks hard to forget.

"l was talking 1o Libby Cep-
pinger recently about that
semi-final. We were doing a
bit of analysis and still getting
frustrated about losing the
game. It would pearly annoy
us to talk about it too much. It
will definitely be a motivating
factor heading into the national
league and championship.

“We knew Cork could have
played better that day against
Kilkenny so now ecveryonc
wants 1o improve. Cork camo-
gie hasn't been successiul over
the last two years s0 we just
need to get back to training.
We need to enjoy the training
too but everyone on the panel
wants to do better in 20021, I is
a new year and we need to focus
on what's ahead of us. We need
1o drive on.

Girke. "In thess oxceptional circumn.
stances, | think it's a huge apporianity
to have unlimited subsiitntes when lads
are under pressure to siay playing and
then pick up some injury that was prob-
ably avoldable if vou wers able to tnko
by off the field.”

Cork U2o football manager Kedth
Ricken = another sdvocate of increas-
ing the limit on substiiuiions to ensire
plavers can be phased back into match
aetion after fve-plus months without &
eame. "I wouldnt be the worst use af
common sense i e GAG allowed moro
subs ta be used - \,li.nlil-l:lit”ﬂ' i thie
lengmo po mimimise injuries anc
allimg |:||.'|:c;-r-. o il eciEtonesd o e
muntch play femps,” he tokd this niows-
papier on Mol

The pule allhwwing more substitions
in eamogle league fxiures was jifro-
aluend in the mibddie of the et decads
andl ks applicable at clubas wellas Inter-
county level, “A maximum of clght sub-
stitutions may bo made in under 14,
wnder 18, under 18 and adull league
competitions at all evels, This o fad
apply to championships at all levels re-
gardless of competition siruciire or
format,” the rule pords,

The Mational Camaghe League
throws in on May 15, Division 1 has
hecn split into three groups of three,
The quarter-linals, semi-finals, and
final will be plaved scross the spemng
three weekends of Jund,

There 2 still no word on the format of
the 2021 All-lreland cunogic champion-
ship, or when it will eommence. Inter
eolnty camogie players returned to
training last Monday, but remain in the
dark as to what the camogie champion-
ship will look like or when it will ba
played. Similarly, the LGFA has not re-
lensed thelr Champlenship plans.
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A5 childeen in chabs all ever the
county countdown to the neturn-
ing 1o the pitchies, the Camogle
Agsodiation. in a joint alnounts-

document and recomEmen-
dations 1o advise clubs abaut the
safa tion of activities.
it's bean a walt for children
who hires Dodn throuwgh S0
miuch, tha thing they havain their
fennour s that hawe dona thés
gfmhﬂwlﬂﬂ ks Sha

Children ane very resilient and
Shiry v 5680 how the last re-
furn to play worked, they are aten
o Bk in schaol and this isa
age help 10 chub volunbears Bs
ythay striva to have a sabs training
FH'MI’-DI'I‘FI'H‘H.
i Ty O SIUID QAP yEwngpbr
ade armazed me and | have to
say thay wera supert wihen e
returned from lock down ona, it
wilts wondariul to see them anve
anvd go o thelr respective
siations and ag & matter of
CoursE Sanitize their hands and
have thedr hurleys and helrmats
sprayed befors thay entared the
Eraining anoa,
The support from the parens
miany of whaom 5 up and
were iearm Covid Mol
the coaches andi'm
miwnﬂihﬂ SR
in gvry around the county
as we all put in the offort 10 keep
our players safe.
A repeat of that extracrdinary
commibment will ba aqually =n-
rtant ihis in ensuring a
mmﬂa&:nmymh
evenyong imohad in camaogia
regardiess of level or ability,
The prionity af ail imes must be
b protest the healkth and wellars
of all those ivvobied and to mini-
misa the risk of Iransmission
wilhin our commimnitios.
Siafe retun fo sports is the -
spnadbility of each and
backroom membier and a few of
the painters are worth Iooking at
muntﬁi first training session
playors, parents/guardians and
backroom ol rmaest com-
plate the standand sk asssgs-
gt haalih questionnaine which
aach club will issue Sham with or
they may do this on line.
Syrmpioms will e identified on
tha form and any player mentar
with these is advised to not par.
Micipaie ar raturn 1o training.
For each session a parert will
behveck in their child via the on line
meshod of with the 1eams Covid
PoRon who wil keep a recard of
In attendance at each

Every team in the club must have

Picture: fim Coughlan

line madula which outiines their
exact rola.
Covid pirsons will b on duty
and will ba clearly identifiable ai
all times, the main duties of the
Covid persons Tor a leam will in-
M:En parsonnel H;lﬂdl
oo nal Cxmplete
the health questionnaire, ensure

ing sesston will be avadable in
the event that contact tracing is
regquinad.

Bedore a mentor or player hits

thei training pitch theea are a few
basis things that will help kiep

e Safe, 'wash your hands fre-
quently regulany and tharoughly
clean your hands with an alco-
hol-baged hand rub.

Drassing rooma, club gyms and
gociyl angas in clubs wil remain
closed until further nolice, toilets
;ﬂhﬁqml i m:uhul-mnup

is important, doors and

windows should remain open in
50 far &5 is reasonakbie and ap-

Appropriate signage should be
@ Sgnaga

placed af tha entranca of club fa-
cilities, these signs should be
mmimmﬂwmmd&ﬁ

I'-lmvdri:llw:ﬂ'ﬂ:ruld bt -
wided in all areas and especaally
ﬁmmmmmm

Only players and 1eam person-
nal shauld gain acchss and
rsical parsonned and
shouwld wear masks and a tacility
Emﬁ ekats shinsd 10 b

: b
used regularly.
HHMﬂMMmb;
COMEs LT a
m&mfaﬁltﬁmﬂnﬂdh&lr?ﬂ
plaqﬂmln'mmlam_mmnﬂa
chasignated roam this 1]
drazsing room as they will not ba

in
There will b & clearly dafined
protocol Tor linking wp with the
8 madical sendcaora

parant if the player Is wnder age.
It ssams lika a lot of work but
“Wie have been thers before and
Eﬂhh;\;mﬁlmﬂﬁznhﬂ_l'

n returm o traxining
pitches everybody and stay sale

Linda
Mellerick

THERE'S a buzz in the air as pan?le’s -
tations of a lockdown exit are Increas-

ng on-an almost dadly basis.

The hospitalisations and positive tests

are coming down with the number of vac.

cinations on a nice trajectory.

Far inter-county players returned to

training there's a spring in their step. On

Monday, our juveniles are back an?mal

15 50 Imporiant.

However, for those juveniles, they have

a decizion to make,

The camogie association sent out the

following motification last week.

We are very consclous of managing the

potential risks associated with returning

to play and on the need to minimise en-

gagements and contacts betwesn groips

at all levels.

“To thiz end, a3 a natlonal governing

body, we direct that players train and play

with one team or sgquad anly under cur-

rent restriction levals,

“For example: In 28 countles, for
layers who are selected as part of an
nier-county squad, who are under 18
yeurs, must declare for cither their inter:
county adult team — meaning they would
not beeligible to refurn (o underage train-
Ing with their club team wunder current re-
strictions, or their juvenile club team,
which would mean that they are no longer
cligible to trains play with thele county
team under current restrictions, 1o,
plavers would declars and train with one

group only.

“In Morthern Incland, for plavers wha
are selected os part of an inter-<county
siuid, of any age, must declare for either
their inter-county adult team — meaning
that they would nod be aligible to return to
underape training with their club team
under eurrent restrictions, or their rel-
evant club team only, which would mean

that they are no longer eligible to train/

ol
¢ \/’
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Cork camogie manager Paudie Murray will happy to have his players back training.

ln;; Kilnamona's Hmll.-iffm;i-ml {unm;

Rovers’ Aishling Moloney in action last sea-
san. Pictiare: Eamon Wasnd

play with their county team under cur-
rent restrictions.

With NHorthern Ireland fully back chub
iraining thiz i3 the variant to the set-p
ibwen south.

"This will help bo ensure a safe return to
aport, minimize interaction between
players, and enable our county teams to
field as planned, particularly at the junior
lewvels,

“We ane aware that will be challenging
for players and team management, Qur
priority remains the angolng health and
safety of all involved in our sport.”

tboirsn't seem to affect mentors that
croas over club juvenile and inter-county
teams and you would hope that once all
clubs fully return to action, this rule will
b remaved.

Although thats not the ease up north,
a0 it will depend an whist restrictions dro
lifted over the coming weeks. We are ho
ful of a return to widespread club training
in May,

But we'll hove to see what the Govierne
menk permils next wesk and how the as-
socimtions will follow snit.

The Cork intermediaies and seniors
took to the (elds last Monday and Tuoes-

Pictwre: Fiaras O Midheach/Sportsfile

Big decision for
juvenile players

day respectively and 111 bet thar was a
jo, Thirts-six players make up the hiter-
meediate sguad which will be reduced o0
and 26 make up the senior panel.

That’s a small enough pancl for a senior
side, There's been a lof of reation in the
squad this past three vears and it"s going
to take time to build again.

Other plavers were approached to join
the squad but passed it up for one reason
oF another. Cork's league outings will aoe
doubt give every playver a rin.

With only two group games, they'll
wani o make the gquarter-finals at the
very least to ensure they get as many com-
p?:ﬁ:lm games as possible, There are
thiree groups of three,

Adraw will take place between the top
counthes to emerge [rom exch group, First
twn drawn will mdvance o the semi-final.
The third county will enter a guarter-final
with the three groap runners-ug.,

Cork have Tipperary and Waterford.
Mot 8o easy anymare. Tipperary have im-
proved greatly, and it'H depend on who
limes out for them this season as to how
strong they il e,

If dnal plaver Aishling Moloney makes
herself available, she'll be a huge addi-
tion, Away o Waterford will be a batile,
However, you wolld sfill expest Cork to
have i1 over them.

The association kept thelr cight subs
ruile for the Mational League and Paudie
Murray will be very pleased with that as
har i5 sure to try oul several formations.

We still don't have ward on when inter-
county and club champicnships will com-
meree, Thit's frosteating at this stage.

The rumours alternate from club first
amd inter-county second bo Vicd vérsa,

I can appreciate how difftoudt it woulel
e for Inter-colinly managers (ot an
prepare & team for the championship if
like last vear club comes first and thay are
farbidden to interfere with club activity
and only get & few weeks to prepare as a
group for the All-Iretand series.

On the flip side, clubs have been pushed
i the back of the line 80 much over the
past decade that they are starting to make
themselves heard. We can only walt and
S0,
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THERE will be plenty of West
kinterest in this year's Cark

intermediate camogie panel
alhead of the Littlewoods Na-
tonal League Division 2 cam-
paign,

Mark McCarthy is in charge
of Cork’s intermediate camo-
Bie set-up once again this ,
Yet to finalise his squ::.d..h:;;
Inniscarra club man has a qual-
ity management team in place
ahead of the build-up to the

to be suceessful’
While a decision made off the
field last year meant thar the
Cork intermediates couldn't
compete in the All-Ireland
championship, MeCarthy is
looking maw, not back.
The Littlewoods Division 2 Na-
tional League starts on May
15th, Guaranteed a minimum
of three matches, McCarthy's
side begin away to Munster
rivals Tipperary in Group 2.
Next up is another local derby

West Cork interest in Cork intermediates

—

T!llk.? ol a possible split season,
plaving inter-county league
first, reverting to club after
that before returning for the
.-\ji-h-zhmlintﬁ'tmdjatu cham-
pionships, are ongoing.

‘Everything is up in the air in
terms of a 2021 All-Ireland in-
termediate championship and
we are waiting for the Camagie
Association to make a decision
o that, MeCarthy said,

“We don't know if Camogic
will revert vo a split-season with
club and inter-county champi-
onships completely separate,
Cork is Hke every ather COLY
invalved in that we don't know
where we stand at the minute,

"Having spoken to our play-
ers, most of them are in favour
of a split-season. They enjoyed
the camogie club campaign fast
year without the distraction of
inter-county training or mul-
tiple setups demanding their

time. A log of

our squad
1 [;_Inr Indies

oothall as
{' '\1 well

L at home o Kerry before Cork
"{"Eﬁ'l“nﬂ- league fixture on May ﬁ?'ﬁh ofl :]I:ir group phase
- 4 with a testing trip to Galway,
Casting his eye over all the The top two in each qtn!iF;?l}lg
eligible individuals through- group progress while the bot-
_ﬂ‘lit the COUNTY, Mcl‘.]anhy is mm'Phi:fd Mmsgnmw.
impressed with the quality of L0 L] tionplay-offs.
e Ballinascarthy camogle players Moira Barrett and Clare Kingston TR e s sl
i = ang that with Cork looking at a
"We are STIH developing our  the Cork intermediate camogie panel. maximum of six matches to
current pool of players having ; claim a mational league title.
recruited from the Cork minor Danielle Carroll, Kilbrittain/ lose a championship match! This year’s other Division 2
squad and other playerswesaw  Timoleague's Aine Crowley, h‘l‘f ﬂ}‘ﬂlfﬂlﬂ “The whole idea behind hav-  groups are made of Antrim,
during t_he 2020 club -:h?mpp Kate Wall and Hannah Sexton Bimﬂulsm ing an intermediate grade isto  Down and Derry in Group 1,
onships, McCarthy explained.  are some of the other Carbery bridge the gap for minor play-  Wexford, Kilkenny and Laois
“The squad will be narrowed  division players we will be look- of our selectors for the ers coming through andoffera  in Group 2 plus Westmeath,
down before a final panel of ingar M]‘HEH chance toclubplayersthatmay ~ Meath, Dublin and Kildare in
30 is selected bur anly after ‘Jerry Ryan from Ballinas- not have previcusly featuredon  Group 4. The national league fi-
each player has been involved  carthy is one of our selectors senior inter-county panels, We  nal is pencilled in for the week-
in eight Cork training sessions.  for the coming year as well. He  and was delighted toacceptan  are talking to Paudie (Murray) end of June 26th/27th.,

That gives everyonea faircrack  joins Kevin Hannon (Courcey  offer to take up the managerial in the senior set-up all the time. There is still a question mark
at making the 2021 panel. Rovers). Tom Harrington (Fr  role last year. Unfortunately, "Having said that, Corkisal-  surrounding what happens
“There nre_pl:nt:.r of West O'Neill's) Tadgh O'Riordan  we ended up playing only 2 ways looking to be as success-  with this vear's intermedi-
Cork players in the frame for  (player analysis), Laura McCa-  handful of league matches but  ful as we can when it comes to ate camogie championships.

selection. From Ballinascarthy, rthy (player liaison officer}and | have a fantastic management  theintermediate grade. We are

Claire Kingston and Moira Bar-  Daragh O'Callaghan {coach).  teamwithme headingintoyear  plaving some county’s senior Cork intermediate
rett will be training with us. ‘T've been involved with the  three, [ get a bit of slagging for  (first) teams which makes it camogie manager
Enniskeane’s Tara Shechanand  Cork intermediates since 2019 being the only manager yet 1o quite competitive and we want Mark McCarthy.

Boycott threatened by players as

Camo __

|| Littlewoods Matiomal

Camogie League remains
in doubt a3 many inter-county

players threaten to boyeott the
competition.

How has it come to this? Every
camogie player, manager, supporter
and sports journalist in the country
was keenly anticipating the return of
their favourite sport.

That was before the Camogie
Association dropped a bombshell
late last Friday evening at an
emergency meeting by deciding to
run their upcoming fixtures calendar
as intér-county leagoe first, club
championships second and finally
their All-Ireland inter-county series,

That surprising ruling contradicted
the majoricy of inter-county players’
wishes (B2%) for a split-season
approach, inter-county leagee and
championahip first followed by club
champlonships, similar to what the
GAA and LGFA are expected o run
in 2021,

Waorse still, the Camogie
Aszociation’s decision was leaked
prior o issuing a formal statement
which quickly drew the ire of the
SPOrTs community on social media.

Current Cork camogie captain
Linda Collins vweeted: 'SPLIT THE
SEASON!I Lisven to the players.
B2% want it spliv, Opportunity to give
equal time to both club and county.

.;E‘!]he upcoming 2021

2

New Cork captain Linda Collins volcedher
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THE SEASON!! Listen to the players. 82% want it split...

after the Gaelic Players Association
(GPA) intervened.
The GPA's response included: "We

Camogie bring the negative headlines  (GPA) are willing to work with them

on themselves again.”

The Camogie Association
artempted to placate a severely
negative online backlash by issuing
a detailed statement explain the
reasoning behind their decisions.
Yet, a second statement, less than
24 hours later, promised to poll
members, about what fixmures-

calendar format was best to use golng
forward, and announce the results of

that poll within seven days,

That second statement went public

(Camogie Assoc.) towards finding a
satisfactory resolution to allow all
players, both elub and county, get
back on to pitches across the country
without any further controversy.
Players have overwhelmingly voted
(84% of 752 GPA players who
responded in last 24 hours) that they

will not participate in the Littlewoods

Ircland Camogic Leagues should the
current sepson structune be retained.
The GPA will represent this view
from our members to the Camogie

Association,”

So, what happens now? The
Camogie Association will have their
members responses compibed before
the end of the week. Should that vote
favour the association’s wish to run
inter-county league, club and inter-
county champéonship, then 84% of
the GPA's membership will boycott
the upcoming Littlewoods National
League, Whatever happens, this
whole sorry mess does not portray

with the Camogle n'5 plans tweeting: 'SPILT

is unfortunate that people will be
reqding mosthy negntive camoge
refated headlines for the foresecable
Future,

Even more disappointing is that
the Camapgle Association made such
a PR disaster on the same weekend
young girks all over the country got
o marvel at Katie Taylor and Phil
Healy's latest sporting achievementis.

Girls need heroes and thousands
lpok up to their club and inter-county

socliation fluffs lines

o A

players young girls watch on TV and
ar matches, aspiring to beoomae just
Iike them.

So, when those same young girls
hear that their inter=county heroes
are not being listened to by their
associntion and are having e resort
ti a possible strike, what will they
think?

Whether you agree or disagree
with the Camogie Association's
siamce on a split-season, their recent
actions and the manner in which
they went about it have only served
g0 further alienate themselves from
grassroots level.

Irrespective of what transpires
over the coming weeks, the trust that
has been lost between the association
and the majority of their inter-county
and club players will take along time
to heal, That, more than anything else
is the most upsetting aspect of what's
oocurred between the association
and the players they were elected to
represent.

Camogie is such a terrific ieam
gport and something that is unique
tor Irish culture, 've witnessed first-
hand the positive effect it can have on
young girl’s lives, how it can empower
a squad of players and the simple joy
it brings to players living in both rural
and urban aress.

The next few days should not be
about who has the power in camogic,
the sport’s association or the GPA.

It shioubd be about welcoming the

return of the National League and an

apportunity for camogie Lo remind

the country what a fantastic sport

has to offer the viewing public and its
BOFS.

It should also be about what is best
fr the individuals who play the game
and the ones ultimately responsible

camogic in a positive light. camagic players as much as they do for inspiring the next generation af
Modern-day women's sport has with Taylor and Healy. Linda Collins,  camogie players to come through.

to fight their male counterparts Orla Cronin, Libby Coppinger, Let's hope we are talking about

for every newspaper column inch, Sapirse MeCarthy and Katrina on-field rather than camogic

TV and radio slot., In that regard, it

Mackey are just some of the Cork

matters in the next couple of weeks.



Camogie set for landmark year

Therese O'Callaghan

AMOGIE certainly
ism't comidng fnto a
new season under the
radar.

The backlash over the pro-
posed calendar has
generated rofdebate and
divisien since the weslend.

Whatever the outcoms, one
thing s certain: 321 willbe a
landmark vear for the spact,

Last menth, Congress voted
to introduce new playing
rules. Thechanges are largely
sean 43 a game enhancer and
should improve it as a spec-
tacle. Some of these playing
rules were trialled last vear
and the femdback was positive.

They inclodae taking 2 quick
free from the hand, mons con-
tnct is permi tied, dropping the
hurley is not allowed while the
hand godal ks nd mone,

All sure seen a2 o slgnificant
ﬂﬂpﬁ in the right direction,

Mine teams, divided into
three groaps, vie for honours
when the Littlewonds Ireland
Mational Camogle League
Diwision 1 pets dnderwsy nex
weekend. Four of these have
new managers — Doblin, Lim-
erick, Difaly, and Waterford —
and all will be looking bo make
thelr mark.

U of these 12 Susan
Earner, who bacame the first
femnale manager of the (Taly
sinior camdagie team. Her a
paintment makes her the only
femabe bass in the top divi-
sion. An All-lIreland senbor
winner with Galway in 3013,
the former poalkesper i85 look-
ing o the challenge
and fo see how the new rles
P The girls are train

are training ot 3
completely different level
she says of the contact rila.

“They are concentrating a
Lot on building thelr physical-
ity, harilding thetr speed and
building their stren

e didn't

“The previsus
really for them fo ex-

KATRINA PARROCK,
WEXFORD

What & coup by Wexford boss
Kevin Tattan toooax four-time
All-Ireland winner and thoee-
time All-Star Parrock out of
rtiremeant. After stepping
away from the inter-county
game in 2017, Parrock foimned
local soccer side Wexdord
Youths. She scared the win-
ning gonl in the 2018 FAT Cup
final and also tasted lagae
sucoess with the club. Bt her
recent decision to refurn to
her camogie Toots for the sea-
son ahead is a significant
baost to a county thar has en-
dured a turbulent fow years
and failed to reach the knock-
out stages of the All-Treland
championship since 517,

I1] bt interesting to sea
whitre Parrock b deployed —
ome would i ha'l] o
stationed at elther full or
corner-forwand — and wo what
m;fﬂ:idm:“ rekindle hE\,E
Torm of old. Irrespective, Wek-
beord mﬂb;“n a m'thm[i difficuls

thom with Parrock
] in the fiold.

MARY
RILKENNY

¥The o binloay
feachir n Preschiation kil

TRAILBLAZING: Former Galway

star Susan Earmer was

appointed as the first female
manager of the Offaly senior

camogie team.
Picture: Inpho/lames Crombie

priess themselves to their full
capacity, so definitely [ am in
huge favour of that new rile
and 1 think al=o it will help to
ve the game a bit more flow
ik the game b under o
lat of eriticism at the moment
with the amount of frees.

“It is ona: thing that is differ-
entiating the hurling and the
camoghe. The hurling ks a lot
miare free-flowing, a bit mope
heavier tackles. If you are
watching a camogie match
and you count the amoont of
frees, it slows down the game

kenny will ook to build ona

hugaly positive 2020 cam-
paign, during which she broke
onito thie starting team and
was among the scorers during
Kilkenny's All-Ireland semi-
final and final wins, .
Anne Dalton's
retirement dur-
ing the off
season is a
significant
laes to the .
Kilkenny at- §
tack and
whilethey /U8l
will be
hoostied i
by the
el
firom in-
juary of
Hatie
Power,
O Cane
el is
glnanfma
BYVETE,
along with
Anife
Doyvle and
Katie

completely, It makes a mock-
ery of what the girls have
trained for.”

Admill.edlﬁ. there is a fear
the rule might be open to dif-
ferent interpretations.

“A lot of players are won-
dering what minimum contact

1y means. We are realiz
hoping that consistency is key
here, that referess will all be
on the same wavelength. 1
ke they will all be coachesd
bk people’s interpretation
can be different. I just havea
fear that one referee’s mini-

Bolan, who will be tasked with
keeping thelr graph on an up-
wiard trajectory.

S10BHAN MCGRATH,
GALWAY

Anacther young corner-for-

ward capable of leaving a
o, sizable imprint on the
B 2021 season. The yourn-
gest of the MeGrath
Nk o Gisters on the Gal-
. way panel, Shob-
han rejoined the
set-up in 2020 and
was the sole Gal-

& way forward io
register bwo points
§ or more from play
during last D
cember's All-Ire-
land final defeat.

mal contact will be different to
another one. But clearly,
everyang Knows a malicious
foull from the other and I just
hope they Leta bt more flow to
the game.”

COmne rule, [n particnlar, gets
awarm welcome from the
former goalkesper,

“I'm dedighted to see the
hand-passed goal gone,” she
laughs, “But it lsa great one to
soore and a reslly good skill to
have. We won an All-Treland
with one.

“Ailish OFReilly scored a

Her pace, strength, and
crn-utll-u[':-l'_d: mhjhﬁs m;:mx
apart, w ~Uup
whth sister Oriafth adids an
oxtra element to Galway's
inside threat. Such was the
dizappointing nature of Gal-
way s 2030 final display, man-
Agement are certain to -
periment during the
Leagua,

While there may be
clafges to Galway's start-
ing line-up comda
Champlonship, ex-
pect MoGrath to be
aver-present in tha
COTNEE,

LAURA HAYES,

CORK
The decizion of

Mary 0°Connell, left, will be
looking to build on an excellent
2020 season for Kilkenny, while
Siobhan McGrath could make a big
impression this year for Galway,

hand-passed moeal thay won s
el 2003 Adl-Treland, But as a
poalkesper, it is impossible to
defend.

= cho motice the girds now
wheo are hrought up for 1005 15
yers anvd coached to drop the
hurl, I think they are finding
that one a livthe bit tricky to ad-
just b, Al training you ses
them doing It amd you say,
‘nope — yout are not allowed to
do that.™ Earner brings plen-
ty of experience as a coach, 5o
what is different in her job
o

“I'm manager, so this is
very much a new role for me, |
would be more used to coach-
ing teams. It is o very daunt-
ing task for me to try and
guther the best players in OF
faly and bring them to the hig-
hest level they can.
~Lam enjoying it T did find
it tough enough during lock-
1I!:l.l."n B by i meotivate the

Eirls.

"They did the best they
could, The girls are buyving in
and they seem to be enjoving it
nowy that wie are back,

“Wo have a bye the first
weekonid, We are ina Eroup
with Dublin and Kilkenny and
Wi are trying to instil some
confidence and for the girds io
belleve in themselves, We are
hoping we can bakld o bit of
momerntim thirough the
FETHTT

"Dublin are a very competi-
tive beam and Kilkenny are ob-
viously All-Trelamd chams-
plonz. All we can do is com-
e, so how' it poes and bsirn
from it

T never forget the ham-
mering we got off Galway last
voar but you learm from the
barst, You are never polng to
improve plaving the wesiker
1eams, w0 that i3 what the
lengzue is for, to try oot o
couple of different positions
andd players. It iz just o bit un-
fortunate i ks short,”™

The formation of the league
is hased on gesgraphy with
Clare, Limerich and Caalway
in Group 1. Cork, Tipperary
and Waterford make up Group
T while Group C comprises of
Dublin, Kilkenny and Claly,
Thix EAmes il B spread over
three weokends in May. The
final is pencilled in for June
19:20.

The action throws inon
May 15 with All-Trcland cham.
pions KEilkenny up aggainst
Dublin. All-Ireland finalists
Galway meet Clare whilst
Cork and Tipperary lock
horns,

expericnoed centre-hack
Pamela Mackey to sit out the
2021 inter-county season
means Cork manager Paudie
Murray will have to recon-
struct his half-back Une dur-
ing the Lesgue, Finding and
bedding in a new centre-back
in place of Mve-time

A AlLlreland whnner

R b Mackey will increasa
responsibl-
ity an tha
pair of

elther
side of the
W
o L
one ol whoem is
young Laurn
Hiyes from 5t Ca-
therine's.

An All-Irefand
minor and inteprmedi-
ate winner in 2008, Hayes
gradusted to the senior tiam
in 2019 where shae Hned ont
at corner-hack befors
moving out to the wing
Iast year, She held her

own In the games agalnst Gal-
way and Kilkenny in bast
vear's Champlonshipand will
loak to contribute further to
the collective effort in the
months ahesd as Cork tey

to marey All-Irokand ambd-
1i:.:n5 with a period of transi-
thon.

KAREN KENNEDY,
TIFFERARY

She’s still in her early 205 and
vet Kennedy is the centrepiecs
of th Tipperary team. Mot
alonie was she Tipperary s out-
standing plaver last voar,
Rennedy was one of the
iame’s top performers during
the winter Champlonship and
her endeavours were rightly
acknowledped when named at
cenire-back on the All-Star
b She posgesdes & fer-
ochous turn of pace with ball in
hanid.

Tipperary are the team clo-
goat to breaking the strangle-
hold of Cork, Galwiy, and Kil-
kenny. If they are to make the
brenkthrough and reach a
first All-Ireland final since
20, i whll be with Hennely,
clther at eontre-back, mid-
field. or contre-forward, beac-
ing the way,

Viords: Eoghan Cormican



: Camogie Asso-
caition 1o sponscr the Minar and
Post Primary champicnships.
Last year, due to Covid restric-
tiona several of these champion-
ships didn’l take place but hope-
fullty, thira may be light at the
&nd of the tunned and we wait to
sea i there will be some cama-
gia au:u-.-ltiea;t irber
underage an 1 primary le-
wels this Eummﬁ. 7
Ewven th the the Academic
Year of 21 saw limied ca-
mogie activity across Post Pri-

| mary Sthool piiches all over the
Country, students, coaches, and

fieachers have been keeping ac-
thoe in menw wians,

A Iot of inter-action has been tak-
ing place with fellow students,
pciub and county teammates

Ihrough the various camoghe re-
fated challenges that went on
across social medias and
bayond.
Ag we retumed 1o the training

i the last two weaks, The
Primary Camagie Council, and

Camogie Competition 2021
which ks aimed st second level
students across Ireland,

The competition is spread
aoross wd Sections; A which is
far tha 11 to 12 year olds, and B
which Iz ssmad atthe 12 1o 14
yaar s,

‘ radbfrnrrrdhmraj ookl
] 8 o grodsps of
up 1o four individuals,

The farmats for entry span
ACross ihree argas and a selec-
tion of five topécs offer an oppar-
ity for those tking part 8
chance to engage with an area
of camogie which they feel is
MOEE relevant or unigque to tham-

Entrants can pick ane of the fiva
lopecs, including Camegie in
your W wiards and conbesd and
winat slimogle ta and what it ks all
about?
The next iopic wans enirants 1o
tall them what it means t bea
camoghe player?
Wi }-g{ﬂmmlldrm eama along
an n a chub and go tradnkng
and play games but we never
really ask tham what | means o
tham o be parnt of & team in a
chiby or school, S0 mow ke e
chisnta in thair own wosds to tall
S,
can pgnd In their antry
hﬂﬂ'thﬂupmﬂda DC-
casion and ihis i one that alot of
hrﬁwmmirummm-.-aa 1]
o wTile of Spbak about.
Occasions such as when
wanl 1o Croke Park for the first
Bienss, their trip 1o see thair chuty's
_derior ieam play in Caste Rond

5 Mary Mewman

in & big game of the Cul Cam
where thi Inter-county stars p
cami along and gave of their
ﬁm:mtamhmhu'ﬁmhulda
urleny,
Thera will ba many occasions to
look back on whare they had
memdrable avents in their own
clubs and da ‘umatamlnh
Marmnan FEVT
T topéc ie and mantal
hﬂaiﬂ'1_ Bmmmnubaa
Tepic: a lok of the chifdren will pick
a5 it may bé an area a litthe bit
abave the age group the com-
.pnﬁm_ﬂu;umahmrtwiuhe
intaresting o sea how man
pick this tapic, k. :
ﬂmlu:_lt.r:graanmmwmdln
camogie what would | or
Ma-ndamln.lhh'umrrg?l
ook forward (o seeing as some-
ﬁwmmmmm
mmdraglhm%yrmgim
ﬁmmﬁmmwmﬂmm
get to love sport
and karged the sitting at home so
hopefully not many of our young
enfririts will tell us the are miss-
ing the sitting at hame.
There are three entry formats to
chtcsa from thare ks a writan
esgay Or poem to 8 maximum of
o thousand words,
You can do your entry in the art
depiction categony and it can be
in varlous warys, ie: painting,
Crayon, @, chancole, act,
and It must ba A3 sizg,
quaiummmmmﬂa
audiol visual and this is a mauds
mum &f three minutes.
Entries will be adjudicated ower
by & represantatve of the Post-
r;imrdymmwnmwm
r Camogio As-
WMMm.
fi will be judged i light af
Wduﬂ]i[}rarhdrﬁlﬁﬂr'rﬂgtn
schoolsAeam’s own unique
oo
B Al 20ma greal pries on
offer and they will no doubt
iprove & huge incenthe o all, the
wanars school will get a set of
mﬁﬂrm.mnﬂ
CAM G u
n‘ranrnlumanll;'mamm l’Eu-rm-
thedr schools and there is two
dozen siotars for the third
placad entrants schood,
Closing dals for entries ks Friday
May 14, 2021 and can be
emgilid o lamoclancy(@earno-
gieie or they can be sant by post
1o Post Primary Competition
2021, Tha Camogle iR,
Weshward Howse, Aussell Straot,
Dublin, D04 F300.
The Winners will be Announced
o Friday, May 21,

Cork’s Amy O*Connor after the defeat to Kilkenny in the All Ireland senlor camogie se

-

mi- final at Pairc Ui Chaoimh,

M

Picture: Eddio 0'Hase

Camogie chiefs’
hearts are in

the right place

ONCE again, there was significant unrest
among some camogie members kast wee-
kend after a decision taken by the camogie
association surrounding this vear’'s inter-
mumnttgjund club fstiires,

scase [ have to say that T fal
for the association, z il

Their heart was in the right place in
what they were trying to achieve ie, giving
the majority of their members, which are
club only players, the opportunity to get
Eame ime as soon as possible and to play
during the sumlmer maonths.

on said: "Having lost four
months from the normal playing calendar
dug to Covid-19 restrictions, the priority
for the association was confirmed as “pro-
viding as much camogie to as many girls
a5 possible in the remaining eight months
of the year,

“This mirrors the approach taken in
2020 — participation is a priority for the
mﬂiﬂﬂ? association,™

ayers want a split season, The
thing [g. their proposal fsn't a split seazon
and Itisn®t the same ns 2020, a5 inter-coun-
ty managements were forbidden from pul-
ling players from club training or chal-
lenge games last year.

With the proposed seenario of inter-
county league, then club champlonship

then inter-county championship for
2021, clubs won't have their inter-county
players training with them at all as they
would spend the entire summer in full
training mode for an autumn inter-county
champlonship,

Inter-county panels are in callective
training for the past coupbe of weeks,

They'll play the natlenal league and o
then tell them to dishand and go back to
their clubs s understandably too disrup-
tive from any manager's paint of view,

One of the considerations when making

the decizsion to play the suggestid way
was: “Given the fact that most club activ-
ity had ceased in August / September

CAMOGIE

2020, to consider running the inter-county
championship directly after the Little-
woods [reland camogie leagues would
mesn that elub players would miss out on
almost & full year of camogie,

The thing is thart for the past decade
most players go through almost 12
manths of no club champlonship action as

i=,

Clubs might get a first round played in
July and then everything goes on hold
until Cork exits the All-Treland series.

Iflrmmﬂ 2 gets played in August and
you're beaten, then you're out until next
July apain,

If it's September, plavers would have
had just one championship game in 12
manths anyway.

But in between that, clubs would have
their league to play and Corle had intro-
duced a summer cup competition for
clubs, which excluded inter-county
players and gave clubs great gnmes on
RUMMEr dvenings.

S0, to rush inand tell clubs that they are
to go siralght to champlonship in late
June when they're not back training yet
't fdeal,

Theen agaln, the players polled initially
were the WGPA and they are all inter-
county players so of course they were
going to vote for intor-county summer
hurling.

Cluh members may equally want that,
even though IF they take what I've Jusi
it into constderation, it lsn’t the ideal
way o pripart for champlonship i vou've
an eye on winning it

The association has now paised and s
reaching out to all club members for their
réesponse, S0 we continue to wait with
bated breath for the outcome of that.

Inter-county players just might get a
push-back on their disquiet and league
veott threat.,

At this stage its just dragging on too
longe.

The LGFA have announced their fix-
terres i Hise with the GAA. That's another
thing: I thought both the camogie and
LGFA were to harmonize more,

Tou can imagine that club camozie and
feotball would be seriousty Impacted die-
ing the sther codes inter-county seasan i
they are on opposite ends of the calendar,

Games would have elashed, and ao
Inter-county manager is going io want his

layers playing a club game even a week
awfore a championship gaune.

The hermonisation needs to filter down
1o all bevels,

What is key here is that we must have a
split season, This year may be a bit manke,
bt certainiy for 2022 and enwards, club
camagie needs to begin ssoner than the
third or fourth week in Septembeor,

_ The All-Ireland hurding final this year
is zet for Augmst 22,

If camogie does go inter-county fivst, |
hope the camogie finals are Aupust 21 or
at least the 2iih (day before the fooihall
finalp and fres up the whole of September,

Thir LGFA have taken the September §
slot in what was typically the hureling
{inal.

The camogie Mnals were always the sec-
and Sunday in September. There is no
need to hold that date now,

It's ton far o, Start the inter-connty
championship weak an July 1 and have
tli finals on Axggust 28,

Amd in 522 let's ave the fnter-couniy
senson Tnished by the end of July and let
the elubs have the run of August, Septem-
b ancl Oetober.



r i

r

r

Therese O'Callaghan

Bill Mullaney hopes Tipper-
ary camogie’s upward curve
continues its trajectory in the

2021 zenzon,

Dafeated In the last thres
» Mulla-
ney’s gide are pager to bulld on
a campaign that saw goal-
keeper Aine Slattery along

All-Ireland semi-finalks

with defenders Mary Ryan

and Haren Kennedy secyre

All-Stars in 2020,
Mullaney couldn’t have

tackling
Coppinger
excited for
season ahead

EY GER MCCARTHY

DUAL-STAR Libby Coppinger
i raring to go ahead of the re-
turn of the Littlewoods Camo-
ghe National League and says
she has no injuries to report af-
ter overcoming an ankle issue,

“The ankle if fine at the mo-
ment, touch wood,” Coppinger
todd The Southern Sear,

“The extra couple of weeks
off didn't do them (ankles) any
harm. $o, a5 of now, | have no
injuries to report but [ don't
want to jinx myself so I won't
sxy any more about the ankles”

This year’s shortened league
programme beging with twa
tough tests against Tipperary
{on Saturday and 2pem in Pdirc
Ui Chaoimh) and Waterford for
a Cork team eager o get off 1o
the best possibde starr.

As a tough-tackling defend-
er, Libby Coppinger made her
presence felt in last year's run
1o the All-Treland semi-finals,
The St Colum's and West Cork
stalwart is delighted that the
lifting of Covid-19 level 5 re-
strictions means games should
come thick and fast over the
Coming weeks.

“Nothing bears playing a fll
I5v15 hagucnrchmqﬁunshlp
camogie match,' Coppinger

asked for a better opening test:

a Littlewoods
Division 1 Gropp 2 the agains
Cork in Piire Ui Chasimh
Hoday.

He reasoned: “Tt is the pick
of the first rounds. I'd say
EVery manager in the country
at the minute thinks we are ail
going well but we haven't met
anybody vet. We are Iooking
forvard.

"I don't know are we look-

ing forward to getting a i:ame
or getting out on a feld. We
are like new calves being lot
ok, We are trying fo move on,

said.

"Our first game will be in
Piirc Ui Chaoimh agains
Tipperary as well and that is
something I and the other Cork
players have been looking for-
ward to.

“The ather bonus is the fact
we will be playing in good
weather and on good pitches
throughout the summer

Diespite her young age (24),

Ireland League

Move on in the development

aense, improve our hurling

and definitely improve oup
finishing. Overall we are trr-
ing to progress and trying to
mature and develop our game
Eﬁd panel for the champion.

hese are changing — and
exciting times for camogie
with new rules in play while
playing the game in one of the
country’s top venues is an-
other step in the right direc-
tion for the sport.
“Obviously coming from
Tipp, you want to play in

Coppinger is one of the more
experienced players on a new-
look Cork senior panel.

I still feel like a newbie but
it is important we have Paudie
(Murray) bringing new, young
Cork players through over the
lasxdmuplent'mrs.‘ Coppinger
5t

"We will miss the big names
wha have stepped away and
retired for sure but there js a

Mullaney hopes Tipp can continue u

semple Stadium. Pijre
Chaoimh, Croke
Grounds, Sempl
thﬁ" p?nm the

3] ying on,

"Gaing to Cork, it is an hon-
our, You know how good Cork
are. We will respect them, But
wWe won't fear them. We are
going down to play our own
game and try and get the win
outof it.”

With referees ready to jn-
plement the new rules, he says
consistency is key,

“We have adapted them. But
is it four steps today and five

& Stadinm —
Iels you want

Very young core to the Cork
team now which is good. Thar's
why it will definitely be a case
of taking it one game at a time
with Cork this year, We have 1o
focus in on Tipperary and the
first round of the league. We
will only start to think about
the next game against Wa-
terford once that first one is
completed. That's got ta be the
way Cork approaches bath the

i1
Park, Gaelic

Muy

shounbder-to-aloulder contact
Itreally is? I suppose the refer-
wez are sl learning the new
rules themselves.

“I'm sure Liz (referes Liz

Dempsey) will put us to the

our eollar on Saturday,
Once the game | reffed comn.
sistently, that is all vou can
ask for."

There {= mixed nows on the
availability of dual stars Afsh-
Itnig Moloney and Auszsie
Rules AFLW Premiership

winner Oria O'Dwyer, *Afzh.

ling won't be back with s this

beague and championship.

A dual player, Coppinger
has made ber name in the club
colours of St Colum’s and di-
visional jersev of West Cark.
The camogie and ladies football
inter-county star's versatility
in both codes is underpinned
by her ability to play elfective-
ly in the forwards for Cork's
feotballers and at the back for
Paudie Murray’s camogie side.

Zo i

pward curve

steps the nect day? How mucly

vear, she is concontratin
football. Orla fgn't baclk n:.r::l
she won't he haek umi]
the end of May or Barly
Jume,

“Ereona Fryday and Nicoly
Walsh are alright (Fecovered
from injury that kept them o
of lnst season's championship
semi-final), they gpe back in
full training, We have a few
other injuries at the minute gs
well.”

TIPPERARY (v Cork): & Siniisre
.ilﬂru.l"n.l;‘ﬂui'ilﬂb: Slndiarny:

Eannodgy, A

The Cork starting

s notan easy one to get
into sothat's why I'l play
wherever they tellme to

“The Cork starting team s
N A0 CASY ON¢ 10 gef into 5o
that’s why I'll play wherever
they tell me o, Coppinger said.

"As long as I'm in that stary-
ing 15, I don't care where
Paudie (Murray) puts met"

As a dual player, Coppinger
has a schedule more hectje
than most and though she's
happy to be back in action now.
the lockdowns have given her
SOME TIME T resi.

“Like everyone else, 1 was
open o a bit of time off ar the
start of the pandemic” the St
Colum'’s player said,

‘While | welcomed a bit of
a break at the start, | found it
very hard training on my own,
Last year was a weird one al-
right and seemed to go on for
ever. In the beginning, vou had
to train by yourself, then we
(Cork) were allowed train to-
gether but the championship
went on for so long, it became
aslog,

‘Luckily, 1 had both sisters,
Maggie and Katie, around and
| managed to repeatediy drag
them out. It was good to have
someane like that around as |
found it hard on my own.’

Here's hoping Coppinger en-
joys an uninterrupted season
as Cork camogie will require
the versatile player’s talents as
they go in search of National
League glory, beginning with
Tipperary this weekend,

Murray hoping new players can

€merge during league cam

BY GER McCARTHY

PAUDIE Murray intends to use
the Litthewoods Ireland Came-
gie League to unearth pew
tabent as Cork prepare to face

Tipperary (this weekend) and
Waterford.

1 have always looked at the
league a5 a case of coming out
ujll‘ﬂ-.;t competition with a cou-
e of mew players efiera)
and looking to force their wr;ﬁ

on to the starting line-up, This
year will be no differen " M-
ray.told The Southern Star.

briously, you like 1o win
every match you play however
If we finish this year's National
League withguy having won 3
BAme But are sure thay we b
three of four new Players out of
it Ywould consider that ro bea
Scoess,

Clearfy, Murray has 1ef; ng
stone unturned as Cork go in

Does
e
i 70f it

search of their first All-Ireland
senior championship since
2018.

An impressive management
team has been assembled for
the 2021 campaign including
Kevin Murray (lead coach},

micn Murray and Anthony
O'Neill (logistics), Matthew
Twomey and Teddy 0'Dono-
van (coaches), Niall Collins and
Conor Weir (performance an-
alysts), Barry Corkery {perfor-
mance coach), Dr Paul O Keefe,
Marian McCarthy (Board liaj-
3on officer) and David Niblock
(physia).

Add to that, Cork City FCs
Mark McNulty as goalkeep-
ing coach, last year's Tipper-
ary U20 strength and condi-
tioning coach Kevin Dunne,
fAutritionist Eoin Galvin and
performance coach Eimear
McCarthy,

And how has the pandemic
effected preparations?

T've been quite relaxed about
everything in terms of all the
restrictions, Murray said,

“The girls got their strength
and conditioning programimes
at the beginning of the year
and have been in touch with
our coaches on a regular basis,
I'was quite cool about whenever
we were going 10 be allowed
back out on a pitch bur, ¥es,
at the same time, it Is great o
spend the last couple of weeks
training as a group together,

“This year, everyone is Boing
into the league with no chal-

e ———

lenge games {still prohibited)
pl That'saconcern but it is
the same for everyone. We are
all heading into the unkmnown.
"Cork has a very young squad
but Tused the word | ;
alotlast year. A quick glance at
our senicr panel and it is very,
very young, albeit with some
promising players on board.
Their attivude is good. If that is
there then you have a chanee.*
Murray has plenty of respect
for Cork’s two opponents in the
National League and will not be
taking Tipperary or Waterford
for granted.
“They are two up and coming
teams, Murray noted,
Tipperary are probably that
little bit more advanced than
Waterford right now. Tipp
have had the same manage-
ment team in place for the lase
number of years so they are
quite comfortable with each

other. They are a slrong team
who always hurl well during
the league,

"Waterford will be just as
tnuf_hnnassignmm:,mmﬁajl}-
with a new management team
on board so we will have to be
ready to meet both challenges.”

A developing Cork team may
not have gotten the credit they
deserved after losing an &
All-Ireland semi-final 1o
Kilkenny last year,

"The All-Ireland
title is Cork’s main
objective every year,”
Murray conchaded,

‘Once players and
management don't lose
track of where we
want to go, i
that’s the g
key thing 4
foF me. &
Droes
wiri-

paign

ning a league title give us more
confidence? Of course it does.

"Yet. we never won the league
in the four years we claimed
All-Ireland titles, At the end of
the day, the league will be about
progressing as a team, finding
mew players and understanding
the principles of our play and
how we want to play.”




Cork giris toretumn after
14 months by heading
to Tipp for league

TOMORROW: Litlewoods
Division 2 National League:
Cork v Tipperary, Drom Inch

GAA Club, Zpm,

E:.E Littewaods Mational

Que gels under way this wea-
kend. I's a tough one for the
Giork Diviston Two side, as iy
head 1o Ti
fﬂ*mﬂﬂm it i5 & return 1o the
nier-coumnty stage 14 months
after they last lised out in thedr
countias” colours.
Last season, mg:nmm
thres rounds of the league, bo-
fore restrictions forced the aban-
danment of thelr last game, Sub-
sequently, the decision not 1o
allow a county's second laam 19
participate in the All-Irgland
saries left hundreds of players
without any champsonship inker-
county competition in 00,
Al that ks not 1 , e wa
ook torsmard to what we hope will
be Elmamlu!umn,
Looking at last season’s
league, Tipperary wers in a
superh position, having won ail
of theedr games. They were joing
g of their saction, with Antrim,
and polsad to makes it 1o tha con-
chuding stages.
Ciork wera going into their last
gami in hedr group knowing that
awin might not ba anowgh 1o get
themn a place in the final, but they

warg looking ahead with
mnfﬂum&t%lhﬁﬂurmﬁp,
having had a reasonably good
league campaign.

Manager Mark McCanhy has re-
mained on board and he has
mﬁwﬂ'ﬂ;ﬂ wlﬂ s
F‘i?ﬂ'li g touch
stayed motivated.

Since fraining resumed, he has

gathered his of 30 players
m.ﬂhﬂbﬁ-ﬁﬂhﬂ?

namad as capiain, thy ang
reacdy 1o go.

In the Listhewoods Division 2
league, there are four groups:
Two groups of thres and hvo
groups of four

The top fwid in Iﬂlﬂlﬂf-ﬂ'l.lpﬂﬂiﬂ-
the quarar-finals, white the bot-
o Bosar hmmh
o, vﬂmﬁhmnphflng ina
ralegaton final.

b group one, thera are just thrss
tearms: Antrim, Dawn, and Derry.
Group two is Cork, Tipperary,

. and Galwiy, group theee
mﬂrd.m*kmlw.mﬂmm
and four Westmeath, Dulb-
fin, , and Meath.

In round twe, on May 22, Cork
will host Kemy on what will be a
historie fier Uy Biprry Sicle,
mhmdﬂmcjrrkhfﬂmﬂmmal
Division 2 level.

Having been schaduled to medat
in v champicnship last year,

ch [ ¥,
mmm

Lafferty and Courcey Rover's Alsling Moloney,
Crowley, and Ellen Maguire in action at Inagh, Co Clare. Molo-
mey ks the Cork captain for the season.

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

awaibed by both counties,
Saturday, May 29 will ses Cork
sk e e jou o Gahwa
andﬂm‘l-r_m mw,ham 2
drawm the short siraw, with b
-ﬂammmjummm

The team in Tip-
perary is new and, ina change of
Tormat this season, they have
hwio sepanate managaments for
senior and intermediale,
In récant yaars, the intarmadiate
side had been overseen by the
SErior ma team, but a
of direction was decided

#l“?ﬂﬁ is Cian Tr

& P MaTIEGeT 2 Teacy.
of Thurles Sarsfislds, a previous
mamber of the Senion manag-
ment backroom team and former
COLUMTY Minor MEnsger. He
lorings huge exparience to the

hasa backroom team
that includes McGrath,
Alis Mahar, Brian Stakelum,
Apron Whelahan, and Caitlin

MWH&FMM n and Liam
ﬂlﬂﬂd!ﬂ. ning r successhil
runs froem 2016 to 2018,
Theay have a ot of player
io last year's pansal,
with lods of kst Season’s minods
coming up: Lawra Hafferman, Gill
Ann Ouirke, Ciara Duane, Laah
Haﬂuman.a“r:m;ﬂmr}ht:
arg amoang the nenw players
their squad. Gone up o join the
sanian arg Claira Stake-
Ml ui.:ﬁuge'humwh
ra e
whﬂﬂ%hul’adu&l&pmg
mlamational hockey.
A new saason and all to play Tar,
E.:i'smnmmunhr

i
% Jiln
&4

H.I‘I':'[EI-H'l'Il-I]
l#ﬂ.ﬂn'nhh‘mnml?wmll Sial:
mnie Bamumang (Kileagh). Alne Crowey

Pictare: Eamon 'Ward

CAMDGIE

Linda

Littlewoods Divizion 1 national league,

first round: Cork v Tipperary, Palre Ui
Chaolmh, Saturday, Zpm

AS the 2021 season finally gets under way,

it's a elash of a Munster pairing, Cork and

:I‘iﬁ_hat Paire Ui Chaolmh on Saturday

0o,

Tipperary, still developing, will again
utilise the league, as will Cork, to £
their champlonship team. The Premier
County mwﬁgfd in the past three All-
Ireland semi- g, but have not reached
a decider since 2006,

They were without four key players
when they lost to Galway in last year's
All-Treland semi-final and two of them re-
main absent.

Alshling Moloney hasn't made hersell
available for this year's national league
and that is a huge disappointment to Tipp.
She may yet appear for mmnph:n:h:,;.
“She’s a quality player and a big loss.
Mo connty can afford to lose any players,
said Tipp manager, Bill Mullaney.

Orla O'Dwyer is another player that
Tipp will miss on Saturday. She is still in
Australia, due home late May. What a
year she had in the AFLW, with the Bris-
bane Tions winning the grand final and
being named Irish player of the AFL,
She’ll be highly conditioned, whan shi ne-
turns, and U1 just be a case of getting her
eve back in.

“Oiher than Alshling and Oria, we've
fo other losses from Lm'ﬁr.“ 551# Mul-
langy. " Last . e ur or five in-
uﬂ in the a{ﬁ{rﬂhnﬂ semi-final. Micols

is back, Ereena Friday is back, all
fit and rearing to o, ke the rest of them,

“T'm sure Cork ane the snme. All thay
want o do is get back playing,

“Look, we'ne delighted with where we
are. We're as fit as we are threo weaks in
with a couple of months of & training pro-

me dome on thelr own,

“We don't know what to expect.

Cork manager, Paudie Murray: His team will play Tipperary at Pirc Ui Chaoimh on Saturday,

Picture: Piaras O Midheach/Sportsfl

Tipp are keen
to ‘get going’

manager Bill Mullaney is not sure if the team will be “on the pace or off the pace”.
| g i e Picture: Laszlo Geczo, Ingho

Whether we're it enough or on the pace
or off the pace,

“We just hope iUl be a cracking match
and we'll come out happy, in that we'll
have found some players or developed
soamne players, Wi tested some new sysiem
or found out some weaknesses we need to
work on,” Mullaney said.

“Look, the thing is, throw the ball in
arid lets get going. Is been bong enough.

Mullaney added to his backroem feam
this r.esr, with Denis Kelly and Angelo
Walsh.

“Yes, we did,” Mullaney said. “Both
men are from Borrisoleigh. Angela is
S&C, but is also a huge help on the camo-
gie side and was a key part of the Borriso-
Teigh sentor hurlers Ehat got to the All-Ire-
land elub final, Iosing narrowly last Jana-
ary. Denis has been involved with camo-
gle before and has vast experience.
They're a great addition 1o the set-up.

“Tt'z whethor we have the players. ak the
end of the day, We're not (oo far away.

“To bet fadr, we're trying to develop and
bring them in (players) and ploy a certain
style of play, without boing stuck fo posi-

iomns.
“Ciur harling has (o oome up a Bit more.
I think we had fitnes problems for years
and wie've god over that.

“It"s our hurling — that last pass or lust
strike — that isn't quite there and we've
been working on that and trying 1o hm-
prove it, make the right dieclizion ak the
right tme,™ Mullaney said. B

=wi can hattle anyhody; we give (eams
preat battles, Wi got into the top four. |
really think, if we had sverybody last
vear, we eould have beaten Galvway.

“But when you're missing Nicole, Eree-
fa, Adshling, and Orla, you're digging
deep Into your panel from the start, and
they might not have the reguired expert-
ence to be in an All-Treland semi-final.

“We're trying to gel enough games into
players. So, we're going to have loads of
changes on Saturday,” Mullaney said.

"We're going to trial out everybody, if
we can, during the league, givie everyonc
the opportunity, find out what we can
work on, and see what we can develop.

=wra did it 1ast year and we got 1hrm||.;l-5
the league carrying two or three new
players In every mateh and I think its ihe
only epportunity you get to dleviElon |i‘.||.~:m|1
and see i they'll be good enotgh. :

“And | always give a now player two
matehes, as they could get lucky or un-
lucky in the Arst one. You have to e pe‘l-'J
tient. It's high risk, but you have to be pa
tient,”



Leah Long, Glen Rovers’ camogie Ui4s, with coach, Kieran 0'Halloran.

Picture: Jim Cowghlan

Camogie unveils
player-centric

development pathway
for underage teams

THE Camagle Association held
an anling workshop for those in-
volved in the crganisation of de-
velopman squads.

M5t counties had at heast ona
representative In attendance.
Tha niight with & shon

prasantation by camogis youth

development co-ardanator,
Jarmis Hetheman, wha intno-
duced aflendees to a new re-
mmr;mmmdinm
recruitmant of development-
squad mentors.
The first speaker was Graca
MeNaman, who has warked for
20 yiirs in fitnass, tech, and
i leadership and |s tha Limerick
Camagie County Board chair-
parsgn,
Grace spoka about devalopmont
structure and planning and gave
ingights into how to approach
this professionally and purpose-
fuilhy, whis alss challanging tradi-
tinial s,
Grace was followed by Liam
Sheedy, who spoke tre-
cruitrmant of a mentos feam
{Limm was an All-Irefand husling
winning manager in 2010 and
2018).
His insight inlo working with de-
velopmen! squads was though.
proveaking,
The final spaaker was Dr Paul
Donnelly, who talked about ma-
niging tha mentor leam.
Paad is & lectures'researcher in
spars devolopment and coach-
ingg @t Lkster Liniversity,
Paul gave great ideas and in-
ﬂggidmarwmmmﬁfummmh
&8 Baing Empor-
ant: Lead and inspire, guide and
povica, aducate and mativate,
and recognise and provda;
The night was rounded off by
Siuan Resd, Munster, who
hosted a queationg-and- answers
saszion wilh the fhree guests,
This session will be followed up
with a workshop for develop-
ment-squad mantors.
Recenily, the Cork board un-
velfad plans around develop-
mient and they are working on a
plan that they will ba
hugaly benalicial to the young
players.
The purpase of the policy will ba

0 enesund A struchured, standard-

ised, and unified approach to the
crvelopment of the inter-caunty
YUT4, U15, and UNT acadermy
ayer
¥Tha long-tenm aim of this strue-
ture: 5 1ha exposune of tnkented
players to a developme

CAMOGIE
B Mary Newman

Theeir vision is to hava an an-
gaged, vibrant, and swccessiul
underage developmant acad-
army and tha maln objective
mhﬂt:&ﬁwkmm iy
an
skill devalopment, and sense o
belonging in & safe and friandly
enviranment, in which each
planper strives 1o reach thair full
potential.
Clubs and divisions will play a
bigy part, as the main places
Dlayers tor ke oo
players far a fulure with chub and
tha county acours.
Already, in the county, we have
successful devalopment
SQuUBads in all the divisions,
And it i from hera that the
players for the development-
mmﬁrlymdtmﬂ ba sa-

The camogie player pathway
reders b tha journey that a playar
starts on when she joing an
underage desveloprment or Inbar-
county squad, from the U4 age
up untl minar.

journgy not be the
&iwmia for evary player and ihis is
somathing that ks to be recog-
nizad. Soma players will join e
pathwany at U4 devetopmant in
their Fusbs and will play at each
gtap o the underage develop-
mantfinter-county squad path-
way ko finish at minor. Some of
these plaers will then confinue
along this pathay to inter-coun-
By ciudt camogie,
Some players will enler Fo
unoerage development/ inter-
county squad pathway latar than
L ¥4 and this can occur for & vas-
fety of reasons. Often, a player
hias parformssd outstandingly at
club lovel, but was overocked
for setection praviously, because
af Fight, skill sed, game sense,
not performing at trals, did mot
mmml in playing at deved-
opmant/ inter-county level pre-
wicushy, had opted 1o play an-
cithier code onty,
Some players will stan off on the
pativway, the pathiay, dnd
then refum at a aber dale and,
nere agn, thimd are reasons
thig can occur, such as schoal-
work, mﬁﬁt other sp;ﬂm;.
nfury, chising to
WIMMHMW
Exciting tirmes alesad, &s cama-
gle continues bo grow and devel-
ap.

quarter-final at Paire Ui Chaokmh.

FINALLY, we can et down to business on
the pitch now that the side-line activity
has been sorted,

The association gave all clubs thelr op-
portunity fo vole on Option 1 or Option 2
as to whether club or inter-county cham-
picnships wounld take place first in 2021.
With Option 2, inter-county champion-
thip, having been chosen, former Limar-
ick player and RTE analyst Aoife Sheehan
felt on Morning Ireland sport during the
week that the club player was the hig loser
in the decision.

“From a camogie assoclation poing of
view, the result of the club poll was the
best possible result for them PR wize.

“It avoided the inter-county plavers
going on strike, 2o from that point of view
1 suppose it helps.

"IE's unfortunate for the club plaver, [
think really, The vote wasn't a resounding
ves by any means, 53% to §7%: 38% of
clubs didn’t turn up to vobe. How fruistrat-
ing ig that!

“I really feel for the club plaver in what
should be an exelting week, May 10 was
marked a5 return to play, to get back
iraining and, at the time, there was prob-
ably a promise of summer camogie and
summer charmpionship.

“I think the format of last year's cham-
pienship worked really well,

“The club championship poing before
the inter-county championship from an
advertisement point of view for camaogie,
it was excellent last year [ felt.

“Amd this yenr if it went ahead in fhat
puise, T think camogie would hase been
thee sole billing,

“Ladies” foothall and GAA would have
gone as provious, and they wonld have
hied hopefully a Hitle bit more space for
coverage amd promaotion of the game

“Hut now [ suppose the club player its

Cork’s Amy 0°Connor celebrates the first of her two goals against Clare during the Liberty Insurance All-Ireland senlor camegie :hamp'mn:l;

Starting season
withinter-county
is right decision

Linda
Mellerick

golng to be possibly about 20 weelks before
they have a championship game.

“l suppase the mein fall guy in all this s
the 2020 club champlonships,

“Hopelully talks might resume that
championship might take place during
the snme timelrame a9 the Inter-sounty
league that's going on so maybe Juna
might b a good time to play it

& lotof ]H!ﬂ%’:!l? are feeling a Httke bit
Just downbeat from the whaole thing.”

Option 2 was my profercnce and that
was with a club hat on.

This wasn't the same as 2020 when clubs
had 1060% of their inter-county players for
the duration.

I do believe that, for elubs to hoad
siraight into champlonship with minimal
coliective training behind them wasn't the
fdeal preparation.

I feel they have much more game fime
golng down this reule. If the club cham-

Honship started two weeks after the

signe Minished e, July 3, a elub could be

out of championship within thires weeks if
they lose two games.

Whetre was the good In that?

At least now they'll have time Lo train,
play challenges and compete in a league,
giving plenty of summer night=s on the
pitch.

1'hE":|" won't have their inter-county
players, though, if the county remains in
the All-Treland sories,

aoeven though the new tarm ‘split ses-

—

-

Pictuse: Eddie (' Has

£0on° 15 being hantered about it"s more of
the same traditional powute,

‘What s needed, and 1 MP it"s straight
forwiard nexi vear and we don’t have this
mesaing around again, 15 that intec-coun-
iy finizhos eariier in the summer, clubs
have thelr players back and get cham-
ponship hurling on good pitehes.

Another ssue with optlon 1 was that it
wollld have been a nightmars for dual
players — hoth codes would have to
chioase bitwesn club and county I thelr
SORE0NS were on opposite ends of the cal-
endar and that lsn't fair to them.

S0, 1t kooks Hke o strike was avolbded,

Although I think if inter-county pkavers
gl o om strike, had the vote gone against
therm, It would have been paful,

It was i demoeratic vobe, and you can'
o on strike when the outesme sn't how
wou wanbed 1§ oo g,

Il that was the case, decisfons / elec-
tions 7 referendums would never bhe made
o piassed,

What would them striking have said to
the club player? Thankfully, we won't find
aul if that weuld have played aul.

[ don't think the 2020 club champlon-
shilps will finish now. There are atil] prov.
incial finals &0 be played.

At least our asseciaton has weloomad
back minor championship this year.

What are the LGFA thinking leaving
cnt such an important age group for the
second year In a row?

Both assoclations are ioo often in the
limelight for the weong renson. [ think the
camogie associntion did the rght thing by
puiting thelr original decisbon fo a natkon.
whidie club vote and respecting the changed
oo,

All T wont to do now is to head (o Pikre
i Chaslmh today and enjoy the firsi
round of this year's division 1 league,



Strengthin
numbers

Cooney believes umjjnng associations
Isnexmtalstep for femalegames

“There are decades where nothing happens;
and there are weeks where decades happen.”
= Vladimir Lenin

has been that kind of week in camogie.
Firstly, Sports Minister Jack Chambers
announced female Gaslic games plavers
would receive the same government
ing a5 their male counterparts.
‘Then the Camogie Association bowed o a
players’ revolt and agreed to a split season.
“It iz great that we are now getting the
same (grant) that the men are getting,” said
Gabaay All-Ireland winner Heather Cooney:
For her, the Jong overdue equalisation of
government funding was personal. She was
acutely aware of how much camogie play-
s lost out because her brothers Conor and
Shane have been the recipients of the male
grant since joining the Galway hurling squad.

It just seemed bizarme to me. Wewere put-
¢ of the season, Cooney says she ks glad the is-
i sae was been resolved satisfacto

ting cur best efforts into what we were doing
and getting women's sport out thee, getting
women's sport into the media and giving
prople the opportunity to seé it and make the
connection with it," she said.

“1 always thought it funny that we would be
: glad it was resolved.”

soen as different from a public funding per-

spesctive, 50 I think it i brilliant what the GPA
¢ down and agreed to a split season, the dispute

has been doing.”

A survey published by the Women's Gaelie
; the leagne, which began yesterday.

FPlayers Association {WGFPA) last October was
& stark reminder of the plight of elite female
Gaelic players. The survey, completed by 534
players, showed that although they put in
similar hours in training to their male coun-
terparts, financially they were lagging way
behind.

As well as the ghortfall in government
funding — €700,000 versus €3m in 2019 —
most fernale plavers had to pay their own
physio costs, gym membership and even
medical bilks. Furthermone, 93pe received no
travel expenses, with the cost of fuel averag-
Ing €55 per week,

Awmmﬂatwputmphﬁemr!m
season which saw an amount paid towards
players' mileage, but due to Covid
resirictions plavers can no longer

“Getting expenses will be loge™
said Cooney. “I1 | totted up the
amount of diese] [ put into the car
down the years to go to training
it would be something, But, look,
that was never going to stopus

going to training.”

Mnewn‘m“'lﬂhcpamm-
larly beneficial for students,
she believes.

"Wheen you are in oollege
Wil are just putting your
pennies together nsyon

dhom't e the disposal in-
o te e travelling here,

Heather Copney savs
 the split season has

i start of the year, which
| only right because we are training every sec-

i there and everywhene. It is going to be big for
- us, but it is going to be huge for them.”

Sine: Cooney, o teacher in Killeenesn MNa-

tional School in her native county, joined the
| - semidor squad in 2020 there have been incre-
| mental improvements,

though nothing com-

*These diys we get plenty of gear af the
ich is great, but it is also

- tion becanse we have a kot more now than we
. had before — food after training, good stocks

of gear — but the weere the one big
thing and this week has helped that "
. She believes that ultimately gthe

: unifyin
i GAA, the Camogie Association and the La-
- dies Gaelic Foothall Asseciation will benefit

EVETVONE,
“1 think there is great strength in numbers,

| whereas when you are in different associa-
{ tons it becomes that much more difficult to
¢ fight your comer;” she said.

As for the controversy over the scheduling

rily.
“It has been golng on for 3 while and itis
nok whiat you want DECause everyome Wwis 50

| excited to be back training. It was an unwel-

come distraction for a while, but we ane just
Had the Camogie Association not backed
coutld have escalated into a players’ boyeott of

“The big thing was that despite the rivalry

=: there is between the counties that we stayed
i together, and the GPA were with us. We came
q:geﬂ:rﬂ:-mmttmmahiuwbe—

Cooney felt the split season worked well
last vear, adding: “ loved being at every single
training session with my club 5t Thomas® last
vear, Then when that was finished [ was able

¢ tomove on and give 100pe to Galway”

Club players won't miss out she insists. In

CGabway, for example, there are plans fora
¢ summer league and teams will play without

thieir county players. :
Cooney grew up in a hurling-mad house-
hold, Her parents and three
ij brothers, Conor, Shane and
h Donal, were all involved in
5t Thomas! which is situat-
3 ed between Loughrea and
Gart. Their senbor team
\ has been the dominant
foree in Galway hurling
in this decade: they are
the current county charme-
pions and heove won five
B tbes since 2002 as well as
the All-Irekand club champis
oreship in 2003,
Heather, though, still has the
bragging rights at inter-coun-
by level, Her brother Conor is

Tz wom in 2017, while Shane
Joined the panel o year later. For

N a l:hm'l All- Iml.ml:lsl:mur ikl

aliming to add to the Celtie Cross

- Abrace of goals from Amy 0'Connor allied
¢ to a power-packed performance by Chloe

- Sigerson enabled Cork to keep Tipperary
shewas unable to control a tame shot by Fio-

| at bay in their opening Divizion 1 Group 2

tie at Pdire Ul Chaoimh, as the Littlewoods |
i Borrisokane custodian's hurley for a goal to

Camogie League got under way.

All-Ireland champions Kilkenny were

i workmanlike in overcoming a Dublin side
i under new manager Adrian OSullivan in
. Group 3 in Callan, while Group 15 Atlantic
i Coast derby saw Clare give League titlehold-
¢ grs Galway a huge fright before winning 3-11

o 0-15 in Athenry.

Tipp had booked a place in the League de-
cider last year before the competition unfortu-
nately fell foul of Covid-19 and after following

i up by reaching the All-Ireland semi-final once
. again, Bill Mullaney’s crew represented a ma-
- jot challenge to the hosts.

Paudie Murray named a very strong side
but Tipperary possessed a significant level

. of cxperience too and started well with Cait
i Devane splitting the posts a couple of times,

biefore O'Connor billowed the net in the sev-

- enth minute.

The 51 Vincent's star hooked Tipp goalie

| Aine Slattery and after Linda Colling gath-

ond day and we need §t. We ane in a good posi-
| pass and finish to the unguarded pet. Three
{ points followed but Tipp steadied the ship

ered possession, wis in position to take the

‘Rebelettes power home

wrdd trailed by jist two at the water break,
Disaster struck All-Star netminder Slattery
o second time just before the interval when

na Eeating that dipped late, deflecting off the

mzke it 2-7 to 0-6 at half-time,

It wins nhip and tuck after the resumpton bt
the visitors were exposed by Hannah Looney,
whose powerful run after taking a pass from
Lavra Treacy around midfield opened oceans
of apace for 0'Connoet, who gleefully drove to
the net just before the final water break, after
her team=-mate hivd devwn the last defender.

Tipp finished strongly as Devane brought
her tally to 10 points. Cork had reason to
thank goalie Amy Lee for her alertness in
coming off her line to 2ave a shot from Grace
FToole in extra-time before adding late
paints themselves to leave it 3-14 to 0-16,

Kilkenmy will have been pleased to get their
vear off 10 a winning start (1-08; 0-6) bul they
were made to work very hard by a gritty Dub-
Tim wmit in a dour affair at John Locke Park.

In Dhivision 2, the result of the day was
undoubiedly Kerrvs 0-14 to 0-8 defeat of
Galway, and there were wins too for Antrim,
Cork, Wexford, Westmeath, Meath, Armagh,
Limerick and Carlow.

Heather, the target now b5 o bag .

-

Camogle
~ is built on
;.,, trailblazers

- N
L 5

|__,'p

and legends
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3y Baragh O Conchir

brace of goals from Anmy
O'Connor ﬁdked uF by a

oWer- rform-
paumfrnmpmmuuep;i TS0N
helped Cork keep Tipper-
ary at bay in their open-
ing Litttewoods Camogie League
Division 1 Group 2 te at Pdire Ui
Chaoimh yes ¥

Meanwhile, All-Ireland champi-
ons Kilkenny just about did enough
to overcome a Dublin side under
new manager Adrian 0'Sullivan in
Group 3 in Callan. The top flight's
west coast derby saw Clare give
league title holders Galway a huge
fright before losing out In

Athenry.

T'.ipprﬂad booked a place in the
league decider last year before the
competition fell foul of Covid-19
and after following that up by
reaching the All-Ireland semi-final
once again, Bill Mullaney's crew
pus their Leeside hosts all the

W

_Pdmgdiuﬁh;una}' named a strong
#ide but ry
njfi:antlevelpﬂnlfau i
started well with Cait Devane split-
ting the posts a couple of times

fore 0'Connor shot to the net in
the seventh minute,

The 5t Vincent's star hooked
g&ﬂie ine Slattery and after Lin

mﬂj-.s gﬂltpered gﬁﬁmﬁs[ﬂn, ﬁ
Wia tiom to @ pass
finish tﬁ! net. Thres
points fo but Tipp steadied
the ship and trailed by just two at
the water break.

Dizaster struck All-Star net-
minder Slattery a second time just
hefore the interval when she was
unable to control & tame shot by
Fiona Keatin& that dipped late,
deflecting off the Borrisokane
player’s hurley for a goal to make it
2.7 to 0-6 at half-time.

It was closely contested after the
resumption but the visitors were
expozed by Hannah Looney, whoss

werful run after mﬁnwm

m Laura Treacy around midfield
°p?.,’“d for O°Connor, who drove 1o
the net just before the final water
break,

Tipp finished strongly as Devane
brought her tally to tea points. Cork
had reason to thank goalie, Am
Le¢ for her alertness in coming o
EEI]FE tu-Gsave aﬂ inslmt at

rom Grace ]
time before adding a cou Iaij:ulP ll;ttTe
points to leave it 5-14 to 0-16.

v will have heen

to get their vear off to a winn
start but they were made 1o wor
very hard by a resolute Dublin unit
ﬁrahdnur affair at John Locke

rmfhrﬂmmem:!mhsmum

or r success in the o 1

seven minutes, at the end nm
points

*h..q‘t
Rebelletes 7

onh top while
CEWTEVE
Kilkenny also_

carveout §
victories /&

Aisling Maher and Jody Couch
raised white flags to make it 1-5 to
(-3 at the interval and scores were
at even more of a premium after
the resumption. Gayle and Maher
shmdﬂmnhhmﬂbaﬂs for their sides,
while v was forced into a
smart stop by Grace Walsh in the
closing minutes.

It was Dublin that needed the
El:en flag but it wasn't forthcom-

g and =0 the women in stripes
prevailed by 1-8 to 0-6.

Clare offered stern resistance to
Galway 100, the Tribeswomen lean-
ing on their goal threat to see out a
first half in which they were clear]
second best. However, Galway
the spoils by 3-11 to 0-15 against
last vear's improving All-Treland
quarter-finalisis,

opening major arvived afer
Just bwo minutes and it was a classy
finish by Siobhin McGrath, who

0’Connor on th
double as Cork
edge past Tipp

won possession on the endline
before making her way goalwards
and batting the sliotar to the net
from a tight angle.

Clare were undeterred, however,
and with Zi Yan Spillane prominent,
accelerated into a four-point lead
with Chloe Morey landing a boom-
ing free from distance, When Miire
Melrath and & [¥ Loughlin also
found the target, it was 0-8 to 1-1.

Once more, it was Siobhdn
vital Fiposte, grabbing het second
vital riposte, er
goal just before the &ater break.
Ailish O'Reilly raised another
green flag in the dying stages of
the l'a'r:: t&dli- HF'A"E'IE:’!I‘, Etm,:j;r

slot er fourth point, edg-
ixenzlare ahead by just one, (12 to
3-2 at the change of ends, when
msmm have :had much more in

Galway were much improved

after the restart, no doubt spurred
on by stern words from Cathal
Murray. Acife Donohue and
Medirath were scoring freely while
Crer OPConnell’s charges could only
supplement their first-half contri-
bution by three and that left them
beaten by 3-11 to 0-15.

In Division 2, the result of the day
was undoubtedly Kerry's 0-14 to
0-8 defeat of Galway, and there
were wins too for Antrim, Cork,
Wexford, Westmeath and Meath.

Armagh, Limerick and Carlow
claimed the points in Division 3
while Tyrone, Cavan, Kildare and
Eoscommon were victorious in
D¥ivision 4.

EYES ON PRIZE:
Kate Kileommins

Molone ¥ |
aca off
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Cooney always

determinedto
fight her corner |

Galway star reflects on momentous week

N a momentous week, Heathe
Cooney is likely to have tahez
ck on i 1
terday afternoon. i
This is her 12th season as a
Galway senior but yesterday's
opening round Littlewoods Cam-
ogie league clash against Clare was
approached with as much enthusi-
asm by the 5t Thomas's veteran as
if it was her first.

- 15 In part down to one of the
legacies of lockdown, a greater
appreciation for small freedoms,
but f_nmts have also been lifted by
the fact that the voice of female
GAA players is finally being heard
in the oo rs of power,

Inside 48 hours this week, the
nd finally shifted beneath their
eet with two seismic decisions that
were long ove
On Monday, Minister of State for
sport Jack Chambers finally con-
firmed that female inter-county
players would achieve equity
through State funding with their
male counterparts. Evén more dra-
matically, the Camogie Association
did a U-turn, after consultation
with their entire mem 1p, to
get in line with the GAA and LGFA,
and opted for a split-season model.
If the move on the Government
1"L|ml%%I was the response to inten-
sive lobbying, the Camogie Asso-
ciation was forced to blink
. ¥ by the defiance of its
elite players with 82 per cent of

cford

them indicating through the Gaelic
Players Association (GPA) that
they wanted a split season.

¢ Camogie Association had
proposed that club action would be
sandwiched between the inter-
county league and championship
but the wider membership rejected
the plan, which was just as well as

‘MONEY WAS
NEVER GOING

TO STOP ME
GOING TO

gﬂrk_hsd E:Evll;in:amd tll_rfej}l'awm mE
dering a boyveott o league
there was no shift,

Cooney is in the to play it

rather than to picket it, but her
et e B
u?uﬂﬁn;; ﬁ?nms that despite
the rivalry there is between the
E?ﬁ@ﬁﬁeﬁnﬂhm'ﬁhm;

together because it was something

we believed in. It was clear really
when there was an 32 per cent
vote from inter-county players for
SR e begluting but they (Chnomie
a g but

As?uciamn:l had their [hnuﬁ::

o it

Tam just glad it has been resolved
because it was a distraction we did
not really want prior to the start of
the league ca_::mpulgru:

The equality in funding was as
much about as the money.

‘Absolutely, it is really important
we gat the same public funding as
the men. We are putting in the same
amount of effort. Our sport is still
growing in the media but in
relation to public funding I can't
see why we would not get equal

T think it is great, it is i
that we are seen to have levelled
the playing field for females,

‘It just seemed bizarre to me. We
were putting our best efforts into
what we were doing. I always
thought it funny that we would be
?:f.n as different J.'m:In. gig;:l_:nli_c

unding perspective so Lt itis
brilliant what the GPA has been
doing on that front for us,’ added
the two-time All-Star.
reﬂaﬂ the Iun:tﬂllg L'I-Llﬂ.ll ﬂlt_snhlgam;u a

mpact on vias of the play-
ers who have had to invest more
than just time and effort to play for
their counties.

“If I totted up the amount of diesel
I put into the car down the years to

go to training, it would be some-
um&_ I could not even tell vol how
much money I put into my car but,
look, that was never going to stop
U5 going to training,

T am lucky in that I am working

and 1 am pulting my 0wWn money
inte my car and [ don’t have to
worry about where 1 am getting it

‘But when you are in ¢ & VOu
are just putting vour pennies
together because you simply don't
have the disposable income to be

iravelling here, there and every-
whepre.'

With momentum at their back,
the pext step for women in Gaelic
Eames may be (o come ogether os
one within the GAA.

‘Tcan only see benefits from all of
us being under the one umbrella, |
think there is great strength in
numbeers whereas when you are in
different associations il becomes
that much more difficult to fight
vour corner,” added Cooney

Strike averted as Camogie Association opts for .

Ecghan Cormican

The Littlewoods Ireland MNational
Camogie League will proceed as
scheduled this Saturday as the
threat of strike action was with-
drawn fllowing the Camogie As-
gociation’s decision to opt for a
split season calendar this vear.
Confirmation from the Camogie
Azsociation that a split season
would be implemented was
prompted by the result of a naticn-
wide poll of camogie clubs which
ahowed a slim majority in favour
of the clear separation of club and
inter-county activity. |
Jiast over B0% of camogie clubs
rrﬁﬂnmdh thie online poll con-
ucted by the association, with
53% backing a split season and

47% plumping for a Mational
League-club championship-All-
Ireland champlonship schedule.

‘The latter was the approach in-
itially favoured by camogic top-
brass, but a review of this decision
was undertaken following strong
criticism from the inter-county
playing body, of whom §2% sup-
port a split season.

Yesterday's U-turm means there
will be no boycotting of Mational
League games, which had besn
threatened by players if the
Wational League-club champlon-
ship-All-Ireland championship
schedule was persisted with,

The Gaelic Players Association
wealeomed the Camogie Associ.
ation decision and said “Inter-
coitnty squads will now proceed

with their games in the Little-
woods Ireland Camogie Leagues
which are due {0 get underway
this coming Saturday™,

The GPA siatement added: “Wea
thank the Camogle Association
for taking the time to pause and
reflect on the fixtures schodule
and for thelr constructive enguge-
ment with us in the last ten days,
We look forward to games getting
urrlerway.”

The All-Ireland Camogie Cham-
plonship will now directly follow
the conclusion of the NMational

ue, throwing-in on the wee-
kond of July 374, The All-Ireland
finals will take place on the wee-
kend of September 1112, Four-
teen weekends of club champlon-
ghip activity will then run from

mid-September to mid-December.

The unfinished 2030 All-Ireland
club series, which had been [ac-
tored into the National League-
club championship-All-Ireland
champlonship schedule, will not
be completed under the splif-sea-
son format,

Wi would lke to thank all of
our members who carefully con-
sidered the two options and par-
ticipated in this process,” said a
Camogle Association statement.

*Wa have a resuli and a man-
date [rom our members, which we
will respect and implement. Plan-
ning will start immediately at
retlonal and cotifty Bevel 1o maxi-
mise camogle activity for all
players throughout 20,

“he next steps for the Camogie

Association are bo detail the Tix-
tures structure, eoliaborate with
our colleagues in the GPA in re-
lation to the feedback frem our
clubg, and work with broadcast
partners 1o iry and cnsun maxi-
mum coverage possible for all of
oL chmpggia in 2021

=Thizs comes on the back of wel:
comie news from the Gevernmint
yesterday that female inter-coun-
ty camogie players will receive the
same amatint of funding as their
male counterparts firom 2021 on-
warils. )

“The Camogie Association wel-
come this decksion, and the l'ﬂr_m.*nl:
peknowledgement of the contrib-
tions that the Camogic ASaeci-
ation, camogie volunteers, and
players across the club potwork

split season

and at imer-county lovel make fo
Irish sport, society, culture, and
heritage. We will work with the

Governmant amnd Spo

it Ireland in

rolntion to tlse roll-out of this fumi-
Inge.”

Elsewhers, aduli and juvenile

GAA club teams are not permitted
to play challenge games unill

Jume 7.

Correspondence vesterday

from Croke Park stated that club

Eames —

at adult and juvenile

level — cannot take place untll
June 7. Inter-county minor and
20 challenge games ws -
timits untll early Junec,

Club teams — both adult and

juvenile — can now train on a
full-contact hasis, Bt still in peds
af 15,
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Cork’s Finola Neville scores her side’s first goal during the Littlewoods
ireland Mational Camodgie League Division 2 match.  Picture: Sportsfile

Goals tip the balance
the Rebel girls’ way In
intermediate opener
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Tipperary - 0-13 Cerk's Ashling Thompson and Sarah Fryday of Tipperary in action at Pdirc Ui Chacimh. Picture: INPHO/ Laszho Gexac
A WELL-DESERVED but hard- ® Mary Newman
aarned vi for Conie in this
Listlewoad's 2 Lesgue Grace and Ryan exchinged
clash in Drom-dneh as they got  pointed frees, but Cork Sinished
their campasgn off to a perfect.  the half 1o lead by eight
start _ at the short a; Hurley and
WWith thieir midfald painng of Smith on tanged.
Lawren Caltanan and Rache O the resumption Tipperarny
Harty an top in the early stages.  war & different side, switching
thary enjoyed the batier of the Grace to midfiesd and introduc-
opening hall and & ing Legh Heffernan and Gamma
Racheal point settled Cork. Fox they took control with Grace
Both sides had first-half goal drnving tham forward.
chances, but it was Cork wha Ingide twa minutas of th hkalt,
availed of their opportunity with  Cork had a goal chance go wide
Finala Mesalla hing a Hayley but from then on Tigp ook over;
Ryan free 1o the net on 20 min- twice Grace commared fraes be-
?ﬁ.nm - : WMM1mﬂmm
PO -0 ppnrﬁ i with & penalty sent wide b :
tacked and Cork were led off the h.mmeﬂGrmFﬁ
hook as Miamh I.amma's Tippearary within a as
shot on goal hit the butt of the Htptwprwami
upright and hopped wide. superb move saw Hurley taka cn
dominated the opening the Tipp defence and part to Finn
healf, led 110 10 0-5 &t the viho grablbeed the Soo0e of the
break, bul they were pinnad 1o day an absolule gem of a ground
thair collars in the third quarter - shod that fiow along the wet sur-
as took control and, tace to the net.
pushing Cork into their cwn hall,  Granted a liteine, Cork
!Mhﬂﬂmﬁmﬂ the pace Smith, Finn, erville et
miniges as paoints as Grace repl Ay
lead o a gullilw ﬁ Ehm“hhhﬁr Gm;;m CAMOGIE The g:ugn- -..-.-%? GVEL 00 lﬁ minuites rllll-e:r
Empaying their bench, Cork ] ppemany groat work by Treacy and a strong run by
upped the pace again and thiy ﬁmm ﬂﬁﬂm Looney led to O'Connor blasting the net
grabbad a vital goal with Clad-  fwo wene enolgh for Cork for Cork’s third goal.
agh Finn sending a superb Seorers for Corlc F Hevils 13, G Finn Tipp did hit a purple patch with five
groundstroks 1o tha nel, & SO0 1-1, ASmish0-4, A Hurlsy 02 H Ryan 0-2 points on the trod bringing the gap down
that upset the Tipp momentum L AHaty &1, to five and Lee again was off her line fast
it dominased i m ach e L to deny what could have developed into a
Kok SR Co) ﬂuum.s Emum;-H TFW H goal, but it wasn't mrn.tgl;- ] I
and, showing huge hisnger, tora : : ‘ Cork ate now siraight through toa
into fhe game from the off. wm Tipperary guarter-final after this win and it's what
Harty's point was replied to by HWHMH B Murray would have santed at the start of
Jill Ann Quirke with @ point from  rof: A Smish, F Newite, A Hurley: AN Impressive opening win for Cork in the day.
With Aoife Hurdey, and &l i M forC O'Caaghan (381 | the Littlewoods National League at Paire Cork may be wil |'|:.'|I.III:'I national league
pal Tipperary's reply € Finnfor W (2], KWalsh forH | yadop s nimh on Saturday. tithe since 2013, but they v been dominant
wasg a Jenry Grace pointed free, m&m&w&& Paudie Murray will be happy with the in the championship since then, with four
Twica the sides points.  Crcafaghan (B2, rmance; his charges were lively and : : titles, as they continuously used the
Fincla Nevilla shawing her TIPPERARY. 5 Qugey; L Hateran. ¢ | fluld with good passages of interplay and 4 - L league to develop new players. He has no
strength and expariance SUIUE-  Branean, C Ayar: M Ougiey, M Ayan. £ | in those situations, they easily split Tip- L 0 : ! . Option but to travel that path this time
forward proving ahandful for the  Carey; C Fyan, C Browne; C Dwan, J rary. Cork’s half-back line of Hannah Cork's Fiona Keating scores agoal despite Clod-  around due to several retirements over
Tipp defence and when Ryan's  Goce. N Loughrana,J A Crrke, 5 ﬁmm Laura Treacy and Laura Hayes aghQuirke of Tipperary dosing in. the past few seasons.
long delivery fom a free hungin 00 i c bwan .0 | Were well on top, giving a good supply to Picture: IPHO/Lastlo Geczob O the pitch he has 10 seasoned players,
the air Neville showed hereralt oy i Loucihears (39, Hlongfon, | Ashling Thompson and Katrina Mackey after that the average age is 20. Five subs
flicking it to the net 1o &énatch Hufieenan [44), & Bourkn for C whose running and offloads to their hall- were introduced, some making their
Cark's advartags 1-T o 0-3 with : farward line had Tipperary at sixes and change from their attacks. They tried to  debut. For that reason, Saturday’s league
10 minutes 1o the break. Figheroa: Barry Nea (Wisimaad) sevens while trying to stop the onslanght.  pull Cork out. but the Rebels hold firm  viclory over Tipperary was a good start,

Cork led 2-7 to -6 at half-time and while
haoth of Cork’s came from errors by
Tipp %uulkeeper ine Slattery, albelt a
good finish by Amy O°Connor for their
first, Cork were fiill value for thelr sdvan-
tage and, on the run of play, should have
been further ahead.

Cork varted their game; their speed and
short passing had Tipperary not knowing
which way to turn, but at the same time,
they attempted several shots from dis-
tanece. Five had dropped short into the
goalkeeper’s hands in the firat quarter,
biit that's not overly concerning so early
in the seasan and they were willing to Gk
the chanca.

Thompson scored three lovely polnts

fi t around the 45 a8 Cork looked in
Cork’s Ali Smith of Cork in action against Clara Ryan of complete control of the game. Tipperary,

mmﬂﬁ%ﬂe on the other hand, were getting short-

with their midfeld alsa falling back to as-
glat and Tipp's passing wasn't plipoint ac-
curate enogh to break Cork down.
Four of Tipp's opening six points came
from feees amd the stick of Cait Devane as
they struggled to make progress, looking
very roshed and panicky on the ball in
that forward division. Amy Lee when
required was fast off her line and a goal
wins never o threat.
As the second hall got underway, Tip-
rary attempied (o push up more on
rk, but Mackey and Thompson®s sup-
port was exceptional; helping thelr de-
fence and minutes later striking points
over the bar. As Thompson's and
Mackey's work rate continued, scoring
five polnts between them, Chloe Sigerson
was getting the space and shots in, sven
though the striking didn't always go her

Good for players to get back oul there,
All the training in the world doesn’t com-
pare to competition Intensity.

Seoders bor Corie A O'Conncsr 341, F Koaling 1-2. &
Thezereran 03, O Cronin, G Sigansen 0-3 (011 sach, K
Thpett | 02, EF

+ 3 Charcinnety 010 $0<7T), 1 \Pimish 02,
Mr-q.rrt. G OB -1 dach )it
CORK: & Les; L Coppingar, A Bgan, M Cahalang, H
Legny, L Treacy, L Hayed ¥, Mackey, A Thomessnc
Sigerson, O Capndn, G O'Sulhan; F Kasting, A OCon:
e, L Golling,
Suba: | OAsgan for L Cofling, 5 ar®iy hor G Or5ull-
var (41, © Hisaly For O Cronim (45, © Dooley fof M Co-
Feilirrn (53], 1 St bor P aaling (58]
TIFPERARY: A Slatery, J Bourks, WA yan, G Ok 8
Eviaton, K Kanraedy, A WMctGmih; E Fryday, 5 Frydiy, O
Honnassy, H Walsh, G Oian, J Kally, G Dwwmne, G
Suba: E Loughears jor © Hanrassy (31), E Haflaman
huﬁm.Em&mHQWtﬂ.ﬂml
for & Fryday (0
Reedoren; Lir Dompasoy Kikanny),



Linda
Mellerick

PALIDIE Murray took positives and
negatives from Cork's 3-14-to-0-16
league win over Tipperary on Satur-

day.

“You'd have to be v with that,”
Murray said. “I thought our moye-
ment was good. To concede the level of
seores we did was probabdy disappaint-
ing. but a lot of them were from frees
and that's something we'll work on.™
rk conceded five points in a row
deop into the second hall. “Yeah, they
plaved around with their forward Hne
a small bt and crowded the middle of
the field and we probably found it hard
to trangition the ball throogh that sec.
tion,.” Mureay safd, “We were wnder
pressure for that period, but other
than that, I thought we wers quite com-
fortable throughout.”

Cork should have beesn further
ahead at the break, but several shok at-
termpis fell short.
“What we spoke about at half time
was that leaving the ball short Lke that
killz ug on the counter,” Murray said,
“Look, 1 suppose, our first day ouf; we
plaved a challenge match last weak
and, obviously, this ground is far
blgger, 5o st to got our range in. But,
as I sald to you, overall, have to be
happy. We're a small, young, light
team, 30 we've got to play to our
stremgins. Obviously, we've got a lot of
pace in the zide, 50 1 think its key that
we keep working on those.™
Laura Treacy had a strong game at
centre-back. “Yes, it's obviously a posi-
tion that we're going to try out during
the vear,” Murray sajd. "ﬁﬁhﬂngr

in full-back, T thaught, ar
first day out, she did very well; shé'sa
lot of learning in front of her, It re-
makns o be seen how things develop.”
Cork infroduced five subs, some new
faces. “A couple of girls, Cliona Doo-
ey, Isobelle Sheehan, from last year's
minor team, I theught it was important
that they get a run out here and they'e
good players. We've 25 on the panel
and It will be competitive for places ™
Cork travel to Waterford in twao
weeks', "Today was Important, as it
means that we gualify for the quarter-
fimal, %0 it might put us in the position

Mational League campalign

A GOOD day at the office, as Cork got their Division 2
off to a winning start,

Murray is happy
with Cork's win

Cork's Fiena Keating keeps her eye on on the ball

—gr- =

that we can look at a couple of other
ri. It was brilliant to be in Paire

i Chagimb. I said to the girls that 10
vears ago this wasn't possible. Things
have changed dramatically in those 10
YEATE.”

When put-to Tipperary manager,
Bill Mullaney, that his side finished
well, despite the game being out of
their reach, he said: "“To answer dl-
rectly, we have to be happy with the
way we (Inished, but if you're sayving
the game was gone it that stage, then
you'd have to say that Cork stopped
hurling for the [ast 15 minutes, but I
don't think so.

“I think we won it genuinely. The
last 15 minutes, we started turning up,
getting inte our rhythm, putting press-
ure on Cork, pressurised the puck-out.

“I thought, if we were to win any-
thing, we were to win the last 15, but,
as you know, it's 80 minutes and we left  §=
purselves with too much to do. We

weren't up to the pace of the game, but s Cait

that's the point of the league: See
whiere you are.”

CAMOGIE

Davane cong

with a victory over Tipperary, in Drom Inch, on Sat-
I..Ird.il}'-
Heavy rain before throw-in made little difference
to the underfoot conditions, as both sides showed few
indications of the long layoff they endured since
their Last competitive outings, in March 2020

For Cork manager, Mark MeCarthy, it was the

perfect start.
“Orearall, very b with the result; it's our first
ot and @ wWin iz what s important, to get the re-

MeCarihy said.
=We will take i, bot, certainly, we have a lot.of
things we need to work on, but we will sit down and
takea look at the game and see whe s we need to pick

things up.”

m Mary Newman

Having led by 10 points at the interval. Cork were
overpowered in the third quarter by & resurgent Tip-
perary and seemed to have lost their concentration,

“I suppose, at the start of the second half, we werse
a bit sloppy and missed the chance to put 2-2 on the
seoreboard and then we allowed Tipperary get the
upper hand,” MeCarthy said.

=you have to credit them, they came out full of de
termination and, trailing by 10 points, they peggped us
hack to three, so huge credil to them.”

Cork brought on five substitutes and it showed the
importance of a strong bench.
sy brought on fresh legs today and they were im-

SLa
=

—
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as Tipperary's (lodagh Quirke closes her down at Pdirc Ui Chaoimh last weekend.

Pictuee: INFRO Lasdo Gecn
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ratulates Cork's Laura Hayes after the game.

Picturs: INPHO/Laszlo GecobE

McCarthy hails a winning Cork start to Division 2

portant. Clodagh Finn took her chanee and finished
the ball to the net for our first score of the second
half, 22 minutes in.” McCarthy said.”lt gave us a
cushion again and we drove on from there.”

Mext week, Cork face Kerry n Cork, with Kerry
having defeated Galway 0-14 to -8 in their apening

me.

Victory next weekend would leave Cork in a oo
Ince reparding qualifcation, but MeCarthy knows
£ will b @1 tough tisst, :

A great pesalt for Kerry, beating Galway, and
they will come o Cork for the first time reEting nt
intermadiate level and they will really be deter-
mined,” MeCarthy sald.

= Agzaln, we will eoncentrate on our self and what
we nveed] to do and we will be ready for the challnge

on Saturday next.”



Tipperary's Julieanne Bourke comes under pressure from Cork’s Linda Colllins in the Camogie League Division

1 clash at Pdire U Chagimh on Saturday.

Daragh O Conchuir
A brace of goals from Amy
O'Connor allled to a power-
gﬂfk&d performance by Chloa
| Slgerson enabled Cork to keep
| Tipperary at bay in their
opening Division 1 Group 2 te

&t Piire Uf Chaoimbh, on the
apening day of the Littlewoods

Camogie League.

Tipp had booked a place in
the League decider last vear
before the competition, unfor-
tupately, fell foul of Covid-12
and after reaching the All-Ire-
land semi-final once again,
Bl Mullaney's erew repre-
sented a major challenge to
the hosts.

Paudie Murray named a
viry strong side but Ti ary
possessed & significant bevel of
experience too and started
well, with Ciit Davane split-
ting the & couple of tmes
bafore rnar billowed the
ned intise seventh minate. The
St Vincent's star hooked Tipp
goalie Alne Slattery, and after
Linda Collins gathered pos-
sesgion;, was in positon o take
the pass and finish to the un-
guarded net. Three points fol-
lowed but Tipp steadied the
ship and trailed by just twa at
the water brealk.

Disaster struck All-Star -
mainder Slattery a second time
{l'll.llu biefare WM]I wh{a:n

B WES LT contrel @
tame shot by Fiona Keating
that dippiéd late, deflecting off

o EGEIJ" curﬂl_nn'a
£ o make it 27
to 05 at half-time.

It was nip and tuck after the
resumption, but the visitors
were exposed by Hannah Lis-
ey, whose powerful run
Ep-{e:gad u-aea}:: af space fmr

"GConnor, who gleefully fin-
ished to the net just before the
final water break, after her
teammate had drawn the last
defender.

Tipp finished strongly with
Devanie bringing her tally to 10
points and Cork had reason 1o
thank poalie, Amy Lee for her
alertness in coming off her
line to save a ground shot at
goal from Grace O'Toole be-
fore adding a couple of [ate
points themselves to leave it 3-
14 to B-16.

Kilkenny will have been

to get their year off to
a winning start but they were
made to work very harcd by a
gritty Dublin in a dour affalr
at John Loche Park.

The hosts laid the foun-
dation for their success in the
opening seven minutes, at the
end of which they led by 1-2 to
-0 after polnts from Denisa
Gauls and Michaela Kennelly
and a fortuitons goal by Aoife
Dovle, after Faye McCarthy
was decabved by the bouncing
sliotar.

Alsling Maber and Jody
Couch rajsed white flags to
make it 1-5 o 0-3 at the inter-
val and scores pemained at a
promium after the resump:
tion, Ganle and Mahar slotting
placed balls for their sides,
while MeCarthy was forcad
into a smart stop. by Grace
Walsh in'the closing minutes
and the Stripeywomen pre-
vailed Ty 1-8 to -6,

Picture: Inpho/Laszlo Geczo

O’Connor delivers a
masterclass for Rebels

Clare offered stern resis-
tanes to Galway too, the Tribe-
swomen leaning on their goal
threat to oveEreome a first half
inwhich they were clear sec-
ond best, to take the spoils by
3-11 to 0-15 against last vear's
improving All-lreland
qguarter- :

The opening goal arrived
after just two minutes and it
was a classy finish by Siobhin
MeGrath, who won possession
on the end line before goaling
from a very Hght angle.

Clare were undeterred and
with Zi Yan Spillane promi-
nent, accelerated inte a four-
paint lead, Chloe Morey land-
ing & fres: from distance. When
Maire McGrath and Alne
OLoughlin also found the tar-
get. it was 08 to 1-1.

Onece more, it wis Siobhan
MeGrath that came up with
the vital riposte, grabbing her
gecond goal just before the
water break. Allish O'Reilly
raised anather green fag late
in the first half but Eimear
Kelly slotted her fourth poink,
edging Clare ahead by just
ane, 0-12 {0 3-2 at the change of
ends, when they should have
had much more in hand,

Galway improved after tha
restart. Aoife Denobue and

clrrath were multipls point
soorers, while Ger ©'Connell’s
charges only managed thres
scores after the interval as
they lost 3-11 bo 0-15.

In Diviston 2, the result of
the day was undoubtedly
Korcy's 0:-14 Lo 0-8 win over
Galway, and thare were wins
ton for Anirim, Cork, Wex-
ford, Westmeath, amnd Meath.

MRAY 20
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Cork's Amy 0'Connor at the launch of the Littlewoods Ireland Camodgie

Leagues.

Picture; Rameey Candy/Sportshle

Amy O'Connor talks
Pairc life and playing
soccer for Ireland

THE new Littlewoods Camogia
Lagues campaign was lBunched
under the tagline 'style and sub-
stance’ and In Amy O'Connor
they have the ideal ambassador.
A skiiul, quick, and goal-hungry
forward, the noshsider B infel-
gent, bubbly, and positve, al-
watys representing her club, St
Wincent's. and Cork, with class,
List weekand, Shi hit 2-1 &l
Pairz Ui Chaoimby, as the Rebals
beat Tipp in the lapgue opEnd:
“The One Cork initialese means
all tha sanlor inler-county taams
gt 1o play their homa games m
Péire Ui Chaolmi and that's
hugea for female players,” 0'Con-
nigr said, “We played thera in tha
past, but not a5 Irequently as tha
male (2ams, 50 wo were dalight-
e with that.” :
O course, Pawdie Murrey's side
ward in the Painc s! Movember,
for the All-Ireland semi-final, a
defeat that haunted O Connor
across the wintee
“Ligueally, you'd Swatch on 0
somathing else, awn going
back playing with your club
B o, you Could halp BUL
50 long, you cou
I|hlr'm?l:|a+.rl it,” O'Gonnor said,
“We anahysed it, individually and
a5 a group, 10 see what we can
o going foraned, We :Igd ook
ke vl Wede going b win and
ware 1-3 10 N SC0oNe up at ana
- We should have won, but
wa can anly blame ourseies,
Vhila they were able to refurn 10
eolleciiva inlar-county training n
Apail, Couk players had a tailored
condtioning progeamms in Fob-
ruary and h,
“We'd great structure,” O'Con-
nior said. “Kavin Dunne cami in
a5 sirength-and-conditianing
coach and we've an app 1o
check in an, with everyona's
sagsions lailored, Nedfislders,
5aY, woukd be I:h’!lm I:II'DJII:I'TI..ITI-
nirg and wa'ra able 1o identify
wihang wid wanbed to imgnee
cursahves, 1o,
I e us structure, | knew, ona
T  aay, I'd mmy runming
3ma!alun. mobdity on a YWednes-
day, and 50 on. | was warking
fram homs, 50 | was glad t6 Fave
that training prograrmme.
*I found it much sasier this tma,
wihera, in the first lockdown, i
wizg difficult to ged motivated, be-
causa wik didn't know # ther
wis only going to B champhon-
;- O'Connor said,
woara all Zuuil-n&dﬁ:l-nf it. 50
it was a good call by h mian-
niok ta dio that, W s
onling, as & group, & bew Bmes,
whan Al gol closer 1o comang
back training proparty, but we
bece @ glep back e way.

Communication i at the haart of
O'Connor's working like, oo, A
pharmacist, sha i now om-
ployed by Workreo. John
Goulding and Jos Lennan
founded the company and |
started wilh tham last Masch,”
O'Cannor said. “It's a Cork com-
pary. John & anginady from 5t
Vincenl's and living in Ballincaol-
iy, 80 thay're greal 1o work foe,
Tl GAA g lncram for 1hose con-
nections through your club.”

A% wall as operating as thodr
lethal weapon up front, O'Con-
nor's acthes across tha SN
cont's club, hadping oul any sgae
group she can. They remain on a
missiomn 1o collact the juniar A
tisle, with Cork U230 manager,
Ealth Ricken, hedping in the
background for 2021,

=Last yiar, wa wWare playmg
pgainst Tracton and | gol knock-
¢#d out and | wasn able 1o play,
50 il was o total disasier 100 ws,
O'Connor said, "Every year,
you'd say wa should be ghing A
a right go, but it hasn't worked
oul 50 g Theny gary junior is the
hardest 1o pet ol of and | can
definftely vauch for thal.”
GCamogieis O'Connor's passion,
but, &5 o 1een, she was a suparb
ladies’ focibalier and s'I:_u:»:ﬁr
player. Indesd, having Wirst
1egged out for Tempded Unitad's
boys' teams, and than shining
for Wilton, she halped the trefand
185 make the Eurogean seml-
finals in Morway salan yaErs

agd.
‘E.:'Iia MeCabe and Clare Shina
were a year older than me and
were very prominent,” O'Connas
sald. "Still are. Mmlmm}y
was anound, oo,
sha's i Mos1 u'ud&rml:d Ui
gf, She doesn't el thacr
EHTMNEE Denige [0 Sulli-
van] is a lew years obder than ma
I was lucky encugh o play
with har when | was U14. She's
fiying. Such a taienl.
*Sarah Floves wenl on to Detome
& suctassiul ladiea” fasiballer
and in Aussss Rulas, | was lucky
with the players wohed and 1o
ol to go to the Euros with tham
5 & apocial memory.”
2 21l fallaws soccar, the local
women's scond, and the Pramser
League. “I'm a Liverpoaol sup-
porier, much to the dismay of my
Berdand, wiho (s an Arseanal
supgodtes”
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CORK
TIPPERARY

3-14
0-16

GER McCARTHY REPORTS

CORE have started the season
as they mean to continue: on
the front foot and with a win.

This was far from perfect but
as opening matches go Cork
boss Paudie Murray will have
been pleased to see his side
start their Littlewoods Camo-
gie Mational League Division 1
campaign with a win over Tip-
perary at Pdirc Ul Chaoimb kst
Saturday.

Young gun Fiona Keating and
the experienced Amy O'Connor
combined for 3-3, and thar gave
the Rebels enough of a cushion
o withstand a late Tipperary
comeback.

Cork will travel to Waterford
on May 25th with a league quar-
ter-final berth already secured.

‘First of all, a win means we
have gualified for a national
league quarter-final which is
very important, Pavudie Murray
sadd,

“We got a good score, we
had good movement and the
attitude was good. Overall, you
woukd have to be happy. We al-
ways looked comfortable. They
crowded midfield and it ook us
a small while to adjust to that.

*This is only our 11th day out
50 we haven't much done from
a hurling point of view. You ex-
pect some mistakes the first
day.”

Tipperary started without
the services of two important
players, Ashling Moloney and
Orla O'Dwyer. As for Cork,
the hosts began life without
Gemma O'Connor (retired) and
struggled to get going.

Two defensive errors were
punished by a pair of Ciit Dev-
ane frees before Cork found
their feet, Amy O'Connor was
closely marked throughout the
game but capitalised on an Aine
Slattery error 1o find the net
after eight minutes,

That score settled Cork with
Ashling Thompson, Fiona
Keating and Orla Cronin (free)

scores making it 1-3 1o 0-2. Tip-
perary recovercd from a poor
spell with Nicole Walsh and
Clodagh Mclntyre splitting the
posts to trail by a point at the
first warter break.

A scrappy second quarter
was highlighted by two superb
fong-range Ashling Thompson
seores. Cdit Devane took ad-
vantage of more sloppy Cork
defending by converting frees
either side of another Keating

point.

Orla Cronin extended Cork's
lead prior w0 a major Turning
point. Fiona Keating's attempt
at a point deceived Aine Slat-
tery and rebounded off the
goalkeeper's hurley into the
back of the net on 29 minutes.

Leading 2-7 to 0-6 at the in-
rerval, Cork were guilty of drop-

s

Cork boss pleased as charges open their 2

ping a host of long-range efforts
short. That didn't deter the im-
pressive midfield combination
of Ashling Thompson and Ka-
trina Mackey thundering into
the game. The latter added two
points to help edge Cork 2-11
to 0-10 in front before Hannah
Looney set up Amy O'Connor
for her second goal.

Credit 1o Tipperary who re-
grouped during the final water
break and tore into their oppo-
nents, Five unanswered points
made it 311 to 0-15 with eight
minutes o go.

Amy 0'Connor and the excel-
lent Cdit Devane — she finished
with 0-10 - exchanged scores
in a frenetic closing period in
which r Aine Slattery
atoned for her earlier mistakes
with a couple of marvellous

saves. It was left to Chloe Si-
gerson to score twice in inju-
ry-time to cement Cork’s wif.

Seoners

Carl: Amy O'Conner 2- 1 Ficna
Keating 1-2: Orla Cronin{1f). Ashing
Thompson, Chioe Sigerson{if)0-3
each; Matrina 0-2.
Tipperary: Cait Devane 0-30 (78);
Micoke Walsh, Ereena Fryday 0-2
eacks Cledagh Mcintyre, Grace
O'Brien (=12ach,

Corlc Ay Lee; Libby Coppinger,
Aisling Egan, Meabh Cahalane; -
Hannah Looaey, Laura Treacy,
Laura Hayes; Katrina Machey,
Ashiing Thompson; Chioe Sigersan,
Orla Cronin, Clara OrSulihvan; Fiona
Keating, Amy O'Connor, Linda
Colins,

Subs: rzy ORegan for Colins (40),
Sasirse McCarthy for OSulivan

Y LITTLEWOODS IRELAND CAMOGIE LEAGUE DIVISION 1 Cork v Tipperary

e

Cork forward Flona Keating
“&Euwa}r from Tipperary's

021 league campaign with home win

' THE HIGHLIGHTS

[ Julieanne Bourke during

their Division 1the
at Palrc Ui Chaoimh.

Owur Star: Flona Keating had a good afterncon, as did Katring Mackey.
hmﬂtmmmmnﬁaacy.mmltmmngmmm
for her all-action display inmidfield and she also sconed 0-3.

Star Moment: Amy O'Connor’s second goal. The Cork full=Torward gave
hier tearm 3n Important ten-point cushionafter 43 mintes.

Talking Point: The SLart tothee g that Corks nimeded 2anst a Tipp
tearm that contested an All-iretand semi-final 51 year.

What's next? Toperary host Wateriond this weekand, Cork ane Faay o
the Ddise in the final group game on May 29th.

{40}, Cliena Healy for Cronin (45),
C Dooley for Cahalane (53), tsobd
Sheehanfor Keating (581
Tipperary: Alng Slattery; lulieanne
Baurke; Mary Ryan, Clodagh
Ouibrke: halnead Eviston: Kanen
Kemniedy, Aolfe McGrath Ereena
Fryday, Sarah Fryday; Casey
Hermessy, Nicole Walsh, Grace

& Birber; bean Kelly, Calt Devane,
Clodagh Mcintyre.

Subhe: Canimhe McCarthy for

Kty (HT), Emer Loughman for
Hennessy (41, Eimear Heffernan
for Eviston [45), Eimear McGrath
for Mcinbyre | 45), Grace O Tcke for
S Fryday (48).

Referee: iz Dempsey (Kikenny).

R M
Collins: Entire squad has role to play this season

EY GER McCARTHY

COUNTY senior camogie
champions Courcey Rovers
played an important role as
Cork got off 1o a winning start
in this year's Littlewoods Na-
tional Camogie League.

The Courceys duo of Linda
Collins and Fiona Keating were
o the fore, as Collins is cap-
tain this season whike Keating
seaped 1-2 from corner forward.

‘1 fielt a it rusty as it was our
first game of the year, Keating

says.

“Wie have such great leaders
out on the pitch like Ashling
{Thompson), Linda (Colling)

‘ftis really important
that we make use of our
bench’ - Linda Collins

and Amy (D"Connor). They
make a big difference on days
like today, especially for the
less experienced players
like myself; hearing a
word of encourage-
ment from them
means a kot
‘Any day you get |
to play in Pdire Ui
Chaotmi is a great
day as it is sucha o

. privilege 1o
play here.
The ground

= = ‘was in great

% Cork

Linda

condition and we were happy
enough with our performance
but there are still loads of
things to work on in training. It
was a good run out and we will
g0 back to drawing board dur-
ing the week and practice on
the things we can improve omn.
“We made a lot of changes in
the second half and it was good
for some of our players
to get a run, That will stand to
us as the year goes on.
Cork captain Linda Collins
made a point of saying it was
Cork's first day out and that
r they had not played a com-
i petitive focture since last Die-
| cember, She also says that it

i< going to take an entire squad
effort for Cork to be successful
during a shertened 2021 cam-

pagn. - i

“You would forget that it is
only May and our first league
game so we are happy enough
to come away with the win,’
Collins sakd.

‘Basically, we are just build-
ing at the moment and will
hopefully improve from here. |
think a big goal for the leagueis
for Cork 1o use as many players
as we can because it is going
to be such a short season. We
don't want to tire anyone cut
so it is really important that we
make use of our bench and use

all of our substitutes. Everyonc
is fighting for a position 30 it is
grcm.mhmtsu::hgmd compe-
titinn within the camp.

"We haven't played since
last December. The league is a
learning curve and hopelully
we can build from here, learn
from the win over Tipperary
and from our mistakes as well.

"It took a bit of getting used
1o being back out unl_hr:pdtg:h
and dealing with the intensity
of things. Once you got your
second wind, it wasn't (00 bad.
We have been training hard
under Kevin Murray and Kevin
Dunne S0 our preparation has
been really good.!



Cork in good spirits as Kerry come to town
e

BY GER McCARTHY

THE Cork intermediate
camogie team = caplained
by Courcey Rovers” Ashling
Moloney = heads into this Sat-
urday’s Litthewoods Division 2
Munster derby with Kerry in
positive mood.

Cork overcame Tipperary
by 213 to 0-13 in the opening
round of the Division 2 league
at Drom-Inch last Saturday.
Goals in either half from Fino-
la Meville and Clodagh Finn
proved decisive, and Cork
manager Mark McCarthy was
content with his team’s efforts.

“It being 5o early in the year,
we were very happy with the
overall performance,” McCar-
thy saidl.

‘Going - up. to. Tipperary
so-early in the season was a
daunting task. Tipp camogie
has & proud tradition and we
cansee how they are looking to

Waterford blown
away by Tipperary

By Daragh O Conchiiir

utilize their intermediate team
as a platform going forward.
We knew that is was going to
be a difficult task and, thank-
fully, we got the result.

‘There were momentary
lapses and we went 22 min-
utes without scoring. The girls
know themselves we should
have been more clinical in that
time, having wasted the chance
o seore 2-2, We also missed a
penalty but we showed great
character in coming back from
thar,

“The performance was excel-
lent and we move on o Kerry
this weekend, knowing that
if we win, Cork auromatically
qualifies for the next stage of
the league’

Defeating Kerry at the Cork
Camogie Grounds in Castle
Road (Zpm throw-in) will be
no exsy task, especially follow-
ing the Kingdom's eve-catching
(-14 1o 1-8 defear of Galway in

Lixnaw last weekend.

This is a Cork paned that is
rich in quality, however, and
with plenty of West Cork
players involved, Kilbrittain/
Timoleague's Aine Crowley
started corner back against
Tipperary with Ballinascar-
thy's Moira Barrett lining out
at half forward.

Kilbrittain/Timoleague's
Hannah Sexton was a late
substitute in a panel where
Ballinascarthys Claire King-
ston, Enniskeane’s Tara Shee-
han and Daniclle Carrofl plus
Kilbrittain/Timoleagoe’s Kare
Wall are all imvodved.

This will also be a notable
year for county senior champi-
ons Courcey Rovers. Linda Col
lins caprains the senior team
and Ashling Moboney has been
named as Cork intermediate
capain,

*It was a tough game but we
knew Tipp were a good side
and we are very happy to have
gotten a win under our bele
on the first day out, Moloncy
commented.

A reduced league campaign
means any slip-ups have to be
kept to a minimum, Gaining
a vietory on the first day out
was i positive outcome ahead
of the clash with Kerry this
weckend,

"There are only three match-
&5 in our group where the top
team goes through to the
league guarter-finals,’ Maoloe-
ney explained.

"It was important o get off
toa good start as there is livtle
margin for error. Having that
strength in depth within our
panel will be important. There
i5 & great opportunity 1o bleod
new players in the league this
VEar.

‘Kerry beat Galway which
seemed like a bit of shock sowe
will have another tough match
on our hands. It is great to get
the victory in the first round
but winping ane match isn’t po-
img v win voun league or baild
much towards championship.
It was a case of back to basics in

training to get ourschves recov-
ered and prepared for Kerry!

M Is
Ashling Moloney
camogle captain,
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TIPPERARY blew Waterford away with
a stunning first-half performance in
Clonmel to put one foot in the Little-
woods Ireland Camogie League Divi-
sion 1 rierfinal.

The Dvize girls, who were getting
their Group 2 campaign under way,
improved in the second hall but the
damage had been done as they trailed
by 14 points at the interval.

M’l;lt:t}' '[nsln!'z Lhé end b}nfl{l':]lﬁ- o ﬂu}té
goals from Clodagh ntyre
Eimear McGrath, while Cait Devane top

duored with 12 pod

_ Waterford only ed three points
in that umr;gﬁperl-u whereas Tipp
were ¢ : forwards capitalising
on ;ﬁﬁiul%dumin;n-::f and :I:e resultant
quality and quantity of supply.

McIntyre got them off to the best
sible start with a scintillating goal after
16 seconds.

It really was a thing of beauty, and
simplicity, as the indefatiguable Ereena
Fryday gathered possession from’ the
throw-in and immediately fired into

5 5
Melntyre gathered tight to the right
sideline around 25m out, rounded her
marker and with her colleagues’ clever
movement creating welcome space,
carried into the danger zone before
unleashing an unstoppable shat to the
far cormer of the Waterford net.
The second goal arrived in the second
minute of first-half injury time.
Corbett Barrett failed to pick
up the 5 ; mhe ru:ﬁ.l‘nd MeGrath
pounced to gat UIckKlY, giving Bri-
anna O'Regan no Eham:: EErumgr:!um

Devane splitting th in
ﬁmﬁﬂltumdcillﬁglt; a:ga.’lis

Derek Lyons must have had some
m words at half time as his charges
Mere after the resumption, Lor-

raine Bray offering stout resistance,

but his counterpart Bill Mullaney had

made some changes and the verdict was
assured.

T:_’.fter defeat to Cork last weekend,
PP's group programme is now com-
lete and if the Rebels get the better of
aterford next week, they will be

through to the knockout stages, though

the positions will be decided on score
difference if the Suirsiders can cause &

shock, .
Griinne Egan shot 3-5 as Qffaly

recorded their most significant victory
in a number of years when getting their
seazon off 1o a dream start with a 4-7 to
1-14 triumph over a Dublin team that
troubled All-Ireland champions Kil-
kenny seven days previously.

Former Galway All-Ireland-winning
oalkeeper, Susan Earner has clearly

ad a positive impact on the Faithful
since her appointment as manager, and
they are now assured of a place in the
business end of the competition, the
clash with the Cats deciding the top two
in Group 3,

Limerick also booked their berth in at
least tlmrm&r as a result of their
Shannon derby defeat of Clare by 2-14
to 1-11 at Fr McMNamara Park in ;

The home team had created a good
impression against Galway the previ-
ous week but were not able to conbend
with the specd and thrust of their
ful neighbours’ attack, while thelr own
threatening offensive unit failed to
spark.

AU YR ¢ WERLON 11 1 TR
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Camogie Assodation
committed to including
players of all abilities

EARLIER this vear, the Camo-
gie Association launched its
first disability-inclusion pol-
jey, in conjunction with Cara,
the national sport-incluston
organisation for people with
disabilities.

They will work with all ca-
mogle units (o increase the ac-
cassibility of the sport to
people with disabilities, in
particular through the Cara
sport Inclusion Disability
Charter and Disability Policy.

The policy aims to value the
abiliry and individuality of all
people with disabilities, by
providing them with oppor-
mnities, on and off the field, to
take part in the association
and to reach their full poten-
tigl within an inclusive en-
vironmaent.

The association alms to
achieve this by continually re-
viewing the approach towards
the inclusion at all lavels of
people with disabilities, and
by working in partnership
with clubs and inelusion seg
VIiCes,

As a specific aim of the Ca-
moglie Association’s new
pational develapment plan,
this policy will attract, wel-
come, and retain players and
volunteers of all abilities.

The association is com-
mktted to developing other in-
clusion policies with the
Gaelic games family and to
continuing to work closely
with the GAA diversity-and-
inclusion department to make
camogle as open as possible to
anyone who wishes to play
their part in Gaelic games.,

The association sajd it was
delighted to launch this v
important policy, which will
prigure that it remaing inclus-
ive and supports much of the
great work being done al
grassroots level to invalve
people with a digability in ca-
rmogie,

The association sald it
hoped that this will have a
practical impaect and ensie
that there is a role, either on
ap off the piteh, for anyone
with a disability who wishes
o e in camogie,

Brenda O'Donnell, strategic
gperations manager with
cCara, welcomed the an-

noucEmaEn.
y  *Cara are delighted to have
gupported the Camogie As-
ysociation on their develop-
mient of their disability-inelu-
sion policy and o their com-
mitment to the signing of the
snorts-inciosion gil.l"l'l;‘r." Ms
O Dormedl sadd.

e e
; A - .:‘ -
i ﬁ%
Al a4
Wate Kilcomminis, of Cark, clears the ball during the Littlewoaods Ireland
Haﬂunlmwmﬂmlmmmw1

Picture: David Fitzgerald/Sportshile
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COMMITTED: Tipperary's Nicale Walsh and Corlc’s Laura Hayes battle for the sliotar at Pdire Ui Chasimbh.

N
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Ficture: INPHO/Laszbo Geczt
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“The policy has been built
using the values of the charter
and is one that will provide
huge support and guidance
o the staff, conches, volun-.
peers, and, most imporiantly,
their participants with dis-
ahilities.

“We look forward to our
eontinued work with the Ca-
mogie Association in the de-
livery of their pelicy.”

Az part of the commitment

ta including people with dis-
abilities In their sporting com-
munity, the Camogie Associ-
ation will aim to have trained
gtaff who can help and sup-
port at all levels within the as-
soclation, and provide sport
inclusion and disability-
awareness training and devel-
opment opportunities to stafl
and board members.

The assoclation i3 com-
mittad to creating an aware-
ness of disability inclusion in
gport and showcasing good-
practice examples, to inspire
others by encouraging units to

IT*8 amusing that camogie players have
been screaming for years to allow more
contact to stop the excess of frees, which,
at thmes, reached the mid-403 per gRme.
Just as the GAA introduce more I:EE
CH=

tact, they seem to be taking a step

engage with their local sr}rtqr wards. Sylvie Linnane, former G-::Iwaf
partnership inclusion devel- } player, gaid, in last Wednesday’s Jrisit
opment officers, who can pro- | Examiner, that he sees camogie now as
witde lopcal suppart. more physical than hurling. 1 think that's - -

Tt b e all | astrech —lets see how ths seazon plays eSS Ashing Moloney intheDivision 2
units tosign up o, va by, | out. Tempers flare between Tipperary's 5i ng Moloney inthe Uivision
the Cara sport-inclusion |  [agree with many sentiments regard- Drom- ure: David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile
charter and to be proactive in | ing hurling. I've been saving it for the past game 2t i T i g

ensuring the promotion of dis- | couple of years that hurling is getting bor-

ability inclusion within theas- | ing. I don't get any thrill out of seeing 4 a leader, Debuts for Ashling Egan, New- The apening goal arrived after jJust v
sociation. player score from 60-80 yards, If it werea cestown's Ciara O'Sullivan, and substi- minutes and it was a ¢lassy finish by Slob-
The hugely successful, | rave moment, it would ralse the rafters,  tutes Cliona Dooley, of Ballinora, and [80- hin McGrath, who won possession o the
wheelchair hurling and came- | but it is all too famillar now. You win a  bel Sheehan, of Eire Og. What an honour endl-line, before making her way poalward

gie involves a six-a-side ver-
sion of the sport, which is suit-
able for all ages and abilities,

The game ¢ncompdsaes i
range of fundamental skills in
hurling and camogie and it
aims to enable individuals to
grow and maintain partici-

and. from a tight anghe, batting the sliotar
Loy the k. -
Clare went undeterred and with & Yan
Spillane very prominent, accelerated inio
a four-point lead, Chioe Morey landing i
free from distance. When Balre MeGrath
and Aine 0" Loughlin also froumdl the tar-

puck-out, with a bit of space, and it's over
the bar. ;

I miss the 15-on-15, the Win-your-own-
hattle scenario, the ground strokes, the
high felding. I'm not a fan of the short-
hand-passing game. To me, you should
use it only to get out of trouble.

Bt the game has changed so miich, 11’5
all about fitness, speed, and recycling, or
attempting point after point from any-
whare on the pitch: If you have 15 wides
aut of 40 attempts, 25 points wins you a
gama!

for Ballinora and Mewcestlown. With the
league condensed into three groups snd
just two games sach, Cork, by virtue of
their win over Tipp, are thirough to the
quarter-final ancd gamaos ans important for
a developing sguad.

In group 3, Kilkenny, as expectod,
triumphed over Dublin, but they were et, it was 0-8to L ) )
mada towork hard in adour affalr at John Onee more, 1t was Ciobhin MeGrath
Locke Park, Kilkenny. The home side laid who came tp with the vital reply, grab-
the foundation in the opening seven min- i before the water
utes, leading 1-2 to 00, after points from Aflish O'Reilly raised another
Denise Ganle and Michaeela Kennelly and in the dying embers of thi first

Hon. -

Wheelehair hurling was de-
vised by Kerry's Tim Maher.
who conceived the idea 30

bhrealk,
years ago, while teaching in

e (g

Dublin in a school for children | [ was happy with Cork's win over Tip- & fortuitous goal by Acife Doyle. half, but Eimear Kelly slotted her fourth
with disabilities. perary, last Saturday in Péire Ul That latter score came after the Dubs  point, sdging Clare ahead by just one, 0-12
Sipee then, its popularity | Chaolmh, even thotgh Tipp wers poor. threatened a goal at the other end and 1o 32, at the change of ends, but they
has soared and thers areinter- | They're far off the pace an will need to  they matched thelr opponents for the re should have hivd much more i hand.

provincial leagues during the
year, and they are hosted in
different counties to spread
the garme and help it grow.

well done to the Camogle
Azsoclation on launching
their inclusion policy. Here's
hoping It ensures continued
enjoyment and participation
for all.

work hard.

Cork Iooked slick, with some good, fast
play. Ashling Thompson and Katrinm
Mackey conld make a groat partnership al
midfield and Mackey should be laft there,
rather than moving in and out, Laura
Treacy was strong at centre-back, Cork
have a good, solid half-back line. I'm tle-
lighted to see Laura hold such @ pivotal
position, as she reads the game winll and is

Galway were much imiproved after the
restart. Aoife Donohue and MeGrath wete
multiple point seorers, while Ger 0"Con-
nall's charges could add 1w their pntirval
lead with throe points and that lizt them

win 2-11 to 0-15,
Tipperary
;after

In Division 2, Cork also beal
and face Kerry today, in Castie

Keorry's impressive, 14 10-0-8 win ower
Genlveay Inst weckontd

adnder of th game,

Dublin nesded the green flag, but it
wasn't forthcoming and so the Cals pro-
svrni il Doy 18 o -t

Clare offored stern resistance o Gral-
way, too, in group 1, the Tribeswomen
leaiming om their goal threat fo rally from a
first half in which they were second bast,
iy take the sr.ﬂua by 3-11 to 0-15 against
last year's All-Ireland gquarter-finalists,



Waterfordleftstunned by
Tipperary’s blistering start

Premier have one foot in the quarter-finals after magnificent display

ipperary blew Waterford away with
a stunning first-half performance
in Clonmel to put one foot in
the Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
Leaguae Division 1 quarter-final.

The Déise girls, whowens getting their Group
2 carnpaign undepway, improved in the second
half but the damage had been done as they
trailed by 14 points at the interval, losing in
the end by 2-16 to.0-11 with goals foomm Clodagh
Melntyre and Eimear MoGrath, while Ciit
Dervane top scored with 12 points.

Waterford only managed three points in that
opening period whereas Tipp were clinieal, the
forwards capitalising on outfield dominance
and the resultant qualify and quantity of supply.

LLtth.uvood,a Ire.land.l'e

h Games Live W @LWI_GAA

Melntyre got them off to the best possible
start with a scintillating goal after 16 seconds.

- Itwas a thing of beauty, and simplicity, as the
¢ indefatiguable Ercena Fryday gathered posses-
siom from the throw-in and immediately fired

into space. Melntyre gathered tight to the right
sideline around 25m out, rounded her marker
and with her colleagues’ clever movement cre-
ating welcome space, carried into the danger
zone before unleashing an unstoppable shot
to the far corner of the Waterford net.

The second goal arrived in the second minute

i of first-hall injury time when Keeley Corbeit
| Barrett failed to pick up the sliotar on the run

and McGrath pounced to gather quickly, giving
Brianna O'Regan no chance from close range.
With Devane splitting the posts nine times,

: that made it 2-11 to 0-3 at hali-time.

Derek Lyons' charges were better after
the resurnption, Lorraine Bray offering stout

had made some changes and thé verdict was
assured.

After defeat to Cork last weeckend, Tipp's
group programme is now complete and if the
Rebels get the better of Waterford next week,
they will be through to the knockout

stages,
{ though the positions will be decided on seore

differenes if the Suirsiders can cawse a shock.

Griinne Egan shot 3-5 as Offaly fecorded
their most significant victory in a number of
years when getting their season off to a dream
stari with a 4-7 to 1-34 triumph over a Dulblin
team that troubled All-Ireland champions
Kilkenny seven days previously,

Former Galway All-lIreland-winning goal-
keeper, Susan Eamarhas-:learhrhndapmitiue
imipact on the Faithful since her appointment
as mandager, and they are now assured of o
place in the business end of the competition,
the clash with the Cats deciding the top two

| in Group 3.

Tl‘lre-e points from Alling Maher had edged

| the hosts ahead — Griinne Egan having only

pointed from a penalty at the otherend — when
Emma Mulrooney goaled but Maher and Jody
Couch pointed and the teams went in at the
break bevel 0-7 1o -4

Hiamh Gannon had been showing well fior
the Dubs and when she supplemented her two
points with a goal, it was looking good for the
Blues as they moved six points clear, Their joy
was shortlived, however, as the outstanding
Egan rifled home a pair of goals to draw the
teams hevel entering the final quarber.

Sarah Harding edged the visitors ahead but

| the crucial soore came when Egan completed

her hat-trick in the 56th minute. Couch and

i Maher halved the deficit but time ran out for
i Dublin and they must now turn thelr atten-

tions to the championship.
Limerick also booked their berth in at least
the quarters, as a result of their Shannon derby

! defeat of Clare by 2-14 10 1-11 at Fr McNamara
i Park in Ennis.
resistance, but his counterpart Bill Mullaney

The: home team had created a good impres-
shon against Galway the previows week but were
not able to contend with the speed and threst
of theiryouthiol neighbours” attack, while their
owm threatening offensive unit falled to spark.

Canimhe Costelloe and Cacimbe Lyons had
pointedd on the double for Limerick when Costel-
loe doubled on a Doireann Murphy dearance
for a magnificent goal. Chipe Morey brought her
tally to five points to keep the Bannerwomen
in touch, but they were in deep trouble when
Limerick were swarded a pepalty and Costelbos
blasted to thie met to open up a nine-point gap.

That'’s how it was at the change of ends, 2-10
10 0-7, and though Ger O'Conmell’s erew could
not e fauited for thelr endeavour in the second
period, they had left themselves too much todo,

Eimear Kelly, who had caused such eonster-
nation in‘the Galway defenoe |ast weelk, sparked
it life and gave her side a glimmer of hope
with a goal in the 54th minute, finishing from
a tight angle after doing well initially to gather
Alannah Rvan's delivery, but Limerick saw it
out comfortably.

Tipp back in business

Daragh O Conchir

Tipperary blew Waterford
away with a stunning
first-half performance in
Clommel to put one foot In
the Littlewoods Ireland
Camogle League Division 1
garter-final

The Deise girks, who were
getting their Group 2 cam-
paign under way, trailed by
1 paalriez af il inderval, los-
ing in the end by 2-16 to 0-11
with goals from Cledagh
Melntyre and Eimear
MeGrath, while Ciit Dey-
ang top scored with 12
points, After defeat to Cork
Lnst weekend, Tipp's group
programme is complets and
if ther Rebals get the hatter of
Waterford next week, Tipp
will be through to the
Enockout stapes, though the
positions will be decided on
seomg difference iF the Suir
slders can cause a shock,

Camogie

Grainne Egan shot 3-5 as
Cifaly recorded their most
significant victory in years
when getiing their season
off toa dream start with a
4-7 to 1-14 triumph over
[ukdin.

Former Galway All-Ire-
land-winning goalkeeer,
Suzan Earner has clearly
had a positive impaect on the
Falthiul since her appoint-
ment a5 manager, and they
are now assured of o place
in the business end of the

- pompetition,

Limerick also booked
their berth in at least the
ruarters, as a resull of thedr
shannon derby defeat of
Clare by 2-14 to 1-11 at Fr
MeMNamara Park inEnnis.

Twa Arst-half goals from
Cooimhe Cogtallos proved
pheotal for the visitors.



JOB done for the Cork camogie team after a 2-14 to0-
3 win over Kerry in the Littlewooad's Division 2
League at Castle Road o Saturday,

It was the second victery in a row for the Rebels,
following on from beating Tipp on the road, but man-
ager Mark MeCarthy feels there's more to come.

“We are happy with two wins out of two, but per-
tf_‘nrmum'eqase again it wasn't & full mmln;lte per-

ormance. Last day against Tipperary, we mP]IIrEd
off for 22 minutesm.'md here wffl?dn‘t adapt well to
herry's formation. In terms of communication, wao
were caight a few times but at the water-break we
utilised those two minutes and got the communi-
cation and structure right.”

Thiey outscored Kerry 0-4 to 6-1 In that period, lay-
kg the foundation for victory,

“Wewont in at half-time leading 0-8 (o0-4 amd ium-
ing around with the wind in our favour, we Knew we
could push upand go 15 on 15 and knew that Kegry

Tipperary's Jill Ann Quirke in action against Cork's Kate Kilcommins dur-
ing the Littlewoods Ireland National (amogie League at Drom-Inch in
Piicture: David Fitzgerald/Speatsfile
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Cork intermediate squad head to Galway in good form

ane it is great to be able to bring on elght subs and
yaou have to credit the Camoegie Assocktion foraffor-

would have adapt and throw more players forward.
“We knew we had the players in defence (o handle

them and up front we needed to click and o make  panel.”

sure as soon as the ball was breaking we had the
players up front o get the seore.”

The goals were vital,

“Wie got two gquick goals at the right timse and in ef-
fect, they put the game out of Kerry's reach.”

Cork head to Galway next weekensd content in the
ko bedize that thov are qualilied and they ave look-
ing forward to the last game in the group as they

hattle to hald anito the top spaot.

“We are going up to Galway next weekend and
again we will be hoping to keep the momentum geing

resndi.

are poixl for us.”™

and get another win. We have huge strengthindepth  up the pace again.

Cork should provide
improving Kerry with
a much tougher test

SATURDAY CAMOGIE
Littlewoods Division 2 Hatlonal
League: Cork Hmﬁl:!. 5 Mary Newman
Castle Road, 4
ANY mesting between Cork and %ﬂmﬁw\nllmm
hw encife- -
Hrr-emw;-nd ﬁmmmm% bean  Cork travellad to Drom Inch and
historic Brst mesting in the Div- came away with the points with
sion 2 ofthe Littewoods naticnal  &n impressive display againat a
league as Cork welcome the Tipperary sida thal fallied in tha
Kingdom ta Castle Road tor the third quarter and really pat the
first tirme ot thes level. surg on Cork.
The sides were io meet in tha Again, Cork’s experience shone
first rownd of last year's cham- throwgh, and with Finola Mevilla
pionship before the association  Operating at full-forward, thay
made the decision that second had an excellent leader vp front.
teams were not sliowed partic-  She showed her craft as she
pate, 50 almost 12 monshs on, Bckeda :ttﬂg;ungﬂjmtmumnat
the sides finally get 10 meet. for the game :mﬂ;aguﬂam
Kerry confidently participated in . &ne Wil prove a ha Tos any
thi division two league and full-back.
championship last season, hav- M micheld Lauren Callanan was

i gined promotion as junicr superb; she broke up play and
glﬁ?rmnznm und.-.d'ﬂrhﬂg, drove forward. All Smith helpad
harel, they found their feet as herself to four points and was a
thay mixed it with the best. threat up front, while Aoife Hur-
ley was another who worked
Improved HM.BJIMrmELMMbm
They showed how much 1o bvokd theeer .
e improved kst mﬂmﬂl Mark McCarthy wias pleased wilh
they took & huge scalp defeating the victory, but stressed his side
in Park Lix- hﬂalumfwr‘l:mdng'rdt:t;u
riaw o gat their campaign off to criadit e wasn't show 1o em
awpalgﬁmrt aﬂam his bench.
a5t yoar kept them scoreless in h Finn announced her ar-
thalr laague encourter rival with a goal and a point; the
It was a great start for managar goal came ata vital stage as Tipp
lan Brick and his management  Were gaining the upper hand.
team and il was an all-round A concem for Cork's manage-
team performance of datenmi- manh tearm will b that, for 22
nathon and belied in their own minutes of the second hall, Cork
ability. ware held scoreless and it ook
Thi wﬂmhmgmqg l-?iw;m':gm]tuhrmmdmd-
cievelop the game in Kery :
mmwmmmmh In those 22 minules Tipperary
groving wikh eveny gamia fnf notched up fve points on the ot
play. Last Saturday, in a tight and had Cork under enarmous
opening nalf, Kemy sicod up and pressure. On the positive side,
were counted and despite ral-  Gork held their composura and
ing at the break by two points, weatharad the storm and
dorminated the third quarter  McCarthy will be hoping that an
with Pakrice Diggin, Katie Lngh, Saturday they will up the paca
Janckis , Caoimie Spil- maﬂ"glﬂmw taka this
tame, Acife Fitzgerald, and Jisst- &l
ca Fizell were much to thafore  With the top two in each
&8 they ran oul impressheg 0-14 advandcing ta tha quarter: &
o 1-8 winnars, win for either side would sea
The wechoiry will Sa fhm raved tram nicaly potsad with one
with confidence, but they know  Game 1o go for both.

JConk's i Smith in action against
Siailarnal | ammiie 3+ I'h"tu-l'u':l.

Tipp's Ciara Ryan during last week's
etura- Nadd Eicrasrald SoortshleBNS |

Cork’s Kate O'Keaffe is tackled by K
mhl;m National Camogie League Division 2 game at Castle Road.
Picture: Eddia 0'Hase

Rebels push on as
Kerry have no answer
to Cork firepower

Cork 2-14

Kerry -5
CORK went top of thelr
soction with an excellent
victory over Kerry in this
Littlewoods Division 2 clash in
Castle Road on Saturday.

Kerry came to Cork on the
hack of a fine victory over Gal-
way but despite playing with
the wind they went 0-8 to 0-4
down. The Kingdem had an
extra player in defence and
this suited k.

The Rebels lay the foun-
dation with two early points
from Ali Smith. Kate O'Heeffe
did all the hard work before
setting up Clodagh Finn to put
Cork three ahead though
Ke responded with two in
mwrﬁnm Patrice Diggin.

Cork stretched thelr leqd
through Rachel Harty, Kate
Kileomming and Smith find-
ing the range, with Jackie
Horgan and Digein raspond-
ing. Aoife Hurley and I-Eaj't;.-
gave Cork a four-point advan-
tage turning around with the

wind.

Cork totally dominats the
second half, goals from Finola
Meville amd Smith s1x mlnl:l_ﬁ:
apart gave Kerry d maLnis
tul?élhnh. guch was their domi-
nanee Kerry could only man-
age & point in the second half
that coming from Jackie Hor-
gan on 55 minutes.

All over the pitch, Cork
were on top and with Anife
Hurley, Finola Neville, All

Cark's Mi Smith shoats over a paint against Kemry.  Ficture; Fddie OHare

ding management the opportunity to take a beok ag
everybody on ithe panel.

“At this stage, we have been able to give all-ouf
players game time and there is plenty talent in the

Kerry manager Ian Brick was disappointed at the

“We came to Cork on the back of & greal win over
Galway last weekend and we bad expectations of
winning it end but in the end, Cork were sironger.
They are a really good side and our girls tried (o the
finish and the experienced gained is invaluable to ba
paying against o side like Cork and games Hke these

Mext weekend Kerry travel to Tipperary and with
iwo points on the beard, they will be determined (o

erry’s Aine 0"Connor during the

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

amith, Katle Walsh, Hayley
Ryan, and Kate Wall helping
{hemselves to poinis, so the re-
sult was never in doubt and
Mark MeCarthy emptied the
bench as he brought on fresh

legs.

Ecuurh will head to Galway
pext weekend for a meeling
with the home side who rac-
orded a huge victory on Sabur-
day over Tipperary, 2-10 to 1-4.
The victory over Kerry on-
sures Cork of a gualification
spot but the push will be on to
top the grolp.

m@ .ﬂmmumw
Hlirada 1-1.!:Hmw..l.l-h.-'h1'n-2m.l{
Hiboommins, C e, 1 Walh, K Wall H
Fryan [} 01 sach

Keary: P Diggin 0= [0-2 fy . J Hongan i
2

ORK: 5 Beausang: C Daly, D Camdt. G
Emrm: & Molonsy o), A DG i
. Kangston: L | Mo TN
O'Ketdn, A Beith, 7t Harty, © Fire, F Ho-
willy, A Hurtyy,
Bube: H Ayan for © Kingsion (38), K
Viatsh bor G Fnn (41 # Wiall for F R
[45), J OLsary for L Calisnan {in) 20). A
Hic .I.EMI:;.II A H-'-l:iiiL“W
for A Mobonay (57 M Murphy for A
Semvith (57
Hl.“immlﬂﬂfﬂ S Murphyt
M Costutic; A O Conmaeic), N Lede,
Bohan; P Diggin. K Lynch: B KE
MAeCartny. J Hongan, L Collrs: AM Loan,
J Fizall, G Spilars & Morpby (400, A

- [ Siaitedy bor e t
B A M Loon (47), B Horan for J

Fral (425, 5 Walsh o G Spdlans (58, 3
lapwtor Bedt B Whinish (5], 5 G
for M Loen [in] B3}

Raterss: Korvin O Briens (Lmasck),




BY GER McCARTHY

CORK intermediate camogie
captain Ashling Moloney wanis
the Rebels tomake it three wins
from three Division 2 league
games when they travel to Gal-
way this Saturday, as it carries
an extra prize in the knock-out

SLAges.

After wins against Tipperary
and Kerry already, Cork have
started the league well and are
eager to maintain their winning
Fum:

“We will secure home advan-
tage for the knockout stages if
we win up in Galway 5o that's
something we will definitely be
targeting.’ Moloney said.

‘Galway are a good side as
they beat Tipperary so it's go-
ing to be another battle. Galway
will have home advantage sowe
will need to be ready.

“Things are going well for us
so far and we are happy. The
squad has plenty of experience
but there are a bot of younger
girls making their presence feli.
Itis good to have so many young
players and the leagueis a great
oppartunity for them o show
what they can do,’ the Courcey
Rovers player added.

Meanwhile, Cork manager
Mark is also pleased
with his side’s Division 2 pro-

‘We will secure home

advantage for the
knockout stages if we

winupin Galway'
gress ahead of the clash in Gal-

way.
‘Owverall, beating Kerry (last
weekend) was a positive win but

regarding the first-half perfor-
mance, we weren't happy with
it McCarthy said.

"We failed to adapt to their
strategy of dropping players
back. We said it to the girls
during the water break, they
needed o communicate begter,
get inte better positions and
£et our structures right. Onee
wie found our feet, adapted to
their shape and running game,

Moloney
‘wants home

advantage

we upped our performance ac-
cordingly,

Cork fielded a changed line-
up from their previous win in
the league away to Tipperary.
MeCarthy also utilised his sub-
stitutes bench wo pood effect
and was pleased with the re-
sults.

‘Every member of our squad
has seen some form of game
time now at this stage,” the

Cork boss said.

"Rotationswise, 'we are

strength in depth that we now
have, every player in the Cork

pleased with how it worked squad is well able to slot into a

out against Kerry, With the

position.’

DIVISION 2 CAMOGIE
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GER McCARTHY REPORTS

ASTRONG second-half display
saw Cork defeat Kerry to se-
cure their place in the knockout
stages of the Division 2 national
camogie league st Church Road
last Saturday,

Mark McCarthy's Cork team
struggled at times playing into
a strong wind during the open-
ing half but managed to build a
four-paint lead thanks, in part,
to Ali Smith's accuracy, The
seoomd period was a different
story as a much-improved Cork
held Kerry scoreless for 22 min-
utes while Smith and Finola
Meville added goals to see off
the Kingdom,

Cork are away to Galway in
their final Division 2 fixture
this Saturday, Avoiding defeat
';-uu]di cement a home draw

or an improving Cork in the
knockout phase

There were plenty of changes
to the host's starting line-up fol-
lfit'-'ins the previous weekend's
victory away to Tipperary. En-
nisekeane’s Danielle Carroll be-
2an at full-back with Ballinas-
carthy’s Claire Kingston added
to the half-back line, Both play-
Kilbrittain/Timoleague's Han-
nih Sexton and Kate Wall were
sprung from the bench with the

latter getting her name on the
scoresheet.

A determined Cork start
reaped immediate dividends
with Ali Smith twice splitting
the posts. In between, Aoife
Hurley fired wide of the net
alfver an initial shot rebounded
off a post.

Kerry utilised an extra play-
er in defence but were unable
o prevent Clodagh Finn from
stretching Cork's kead to three
points after six minutes. Play-
ing with the aid of a strength-
ening wind, Kerry enjoyed a
purple patch with the excellent
Patrice Diggin firing over two
quick-fire points, including one
free.

Ascrappy spell preceded the
first water-break in which Bal-
I¥hea’s Rachel Harty pucked
ovier her team’s first score in
[N MinuDes.

The home team were quickly
intotheir stride on the resump-
tion however, with Kate Kil-
commins and Al Smith scores
making it 0-6 to 0-2 on 21 min-
utes. A free-flowing end to the
first period saw each team add
two points, as Cork led 08 1o
0-4 at the interval.

Cork completely dominated
the second half with Lauren
Callanan and Rachel Harty
controlling midfield and Anife
O'Callaghan and Kate Kilcom-
mins giving nothing away at
the back. Superb Finola Nev-
ille and Aoife Hurley efforts

extended Cork’s advantage to
six points and the game was
over as a contest once the hosts
found the net after 38 minutes.
Finola Meville gained posses-
shom and squeezed hershot past
goalkeeper Aoife Fitzgerald wo
make it 1-10to 0-4.

Drespite a gallant effort, Ker-
ry were being beaten in every
sector of the pitch and an Ali
Smith free preceded a 49th
minute goal from the stylish
Aghada player.

Mark McCarthy emptied his
bench as Jackie Horgan floated
over Kerry's only point of the
second half.

The ¢losing stages saw Cork
add three additional scores as
Katiz Walsh, Kate Wall and

Hayley Ryan (free) found their

af ;;‘-E;i : X
Cork’s Kate Wall tries to force the ball sver the

el -
R o !

range to copper fasten a 2-14
to -6 win.

SCarers

Carke: A Smith1-4 (20 F Mevile
1% R Harty, & Hurley 0-2 each K
Kiicommins, € Finr, K Wl HRyan
[1F}, K Walsh 0-Toach,

Karry: P Diggin 0-3 (21} Horgan
=2

Cork: 5 Beausang: C Duly, D Canroll,
GHarmom; & Moloney (captain),

A Caltaghan, C Kingston K
KEcommins, L Callanan ¥ Okeeie,

. ASmith, R Harty, € Finn, F Nevilke,

A Huey,

Sulrs: HiRvan far C Klrgston { 37],
H Watsh loe CRinn (41),K Wal

for F Meville {44), C OLeary for L
Caltanan finf, 49, A Mic A Bhaird
for R Harty {54), H Sextonlor &

line during the Rebels' Division 2 win against Kerry.

eofonely (S6), b Murphy for A
Smith(57].

Kerry: A Fitzgerakl E Ryal, 5
hiurphry, b Costedo; A O'Connor, N
Leen, A Behan P Diggin, K Lynch;

R McCarthy, JHorgan, L Colins: AM
Leen, ) Fitzell, C Spéilane

Cork star A]J lands ocou_t blo

DIVISION 2 CAMOGIE

i ——

{Phctes Davic Ribeit)

Suths: E Slatteny for S burpby (g
39, A Wholan for &M Leen (47,
B Horan far §Fitzed (50), 5 \Walsh
far C Spifane (56], S Lawior for K
Lynch (58], A O'Sullvan for HLeen
(i 6:3).
Referee: ¥ OErien (Limerick ]

© THE HIGHLIGHTS

Dwir Star: Lauren Calanan, Racheal Harty and Aolfe O Callaghan 2l
impressed but Aghada’s Al Smith shone the brightest and scored

T=d o Cork's winning total

Star moment: There were b points between the sides early Inthe
second hall when Cork full forwsard Finola Mevile's shot evaded
Anife Fitzgerald, Cork never looked back and kicked for home.
Talking Point: The wind was a factor during both halves but amone
cinical Cork handled the elements better,

What's next? Cork troned bo Galwery and Tippemng host Kerny inthe
final round of Division 2 Group 2 matches this Saturday; May 20th.



Draws for
county
camogie
leagues

THE draws for the 2071 Cork
Camogie Leagues took place
earlier this week, and theres
plenty of loeal interest with

Courcey Rovers, Ennizskeans
and Newcestown all drawnin
different groups in the senior

Yeague
Timoleague will compete

in the intermediate leagoe
while Ballinascarthy will be in
action in the jansor A leagoe.
Fixoures will follow,

Senlor League:
Group A~ Cloughdiny,
Courcey Rowers, Ballvgarvan,
Killeagh, Glen Rovers.
Group B -5t Catherine's,
Enniskeane, Sarsfields,
Ballincollig, Eine Og.
Group C -5t Finbarr's,

Group B- Ballinnscarthy,
Charleville, Tracton, Sliabh
?lm.ﬂﬂimrt'aﬂuughdw
Jumnior B League:

Group A-Fockbdn, -
Blarney, Youghal, Fr O'Neills
2. Inniscarra 2, Killsagh 2,
Barrymoe.

Group B - Bishopstown,
Ballincollig 2, Millstreet, Bride
Rowers, Cobh, Aghada.

BY GER McCARTHY
MORE evidence, if needed, that

; camogie is growing in West
Cork ks that three Carbery play-

ers have been named on this

season’s Cork camogie U16 in-

ter-county panel.
Ballinagzcarchy all-rounder

| Millie Condon returns for a sec-

ond year ar the age-grade and

| will be joined on manager Donie

Dalys Cork ULG panel by Clo-
nakilty duo Amy McCarthy and
Kate Nolan.

Competition for placeswas as
fierce as ever to make the U6
inter-county panel that containg
girls from 19 camogie clubs, But
the dedicated work undertaken
at grassroots level by Ballinas-
carthy, Clonakilty, Barryroe, En-
niskeane, Newcestown, Kilbrit-
tain-Timoleague, St Colum's and

I all the other Carbery clubs is
. beginning 1o bear fruit.

To underline the point,
this year’s Cork senior panel

| includes Libby Coppinger (5t
| Colum's), Orla Cronin and Dan-

| Daly.

ielle Carroll (Enniskeans) and
Clara O'Sullivan (Neweestown)
while Aine Crowley, Katie Wall
and Hannah Sexton (Kilbrit-
tainTimoleague), Morka Barrett
and Claire Kingston (Ballinas-
carthy) are part of Mark McCa-
rthys 2021 Cork intermediate
set-up.

The increasing presence of
West Cork players at various
Cork underage and adult levels
comes as little surprise to Donde

. An:.rme that makes the Cork
U16 camogie panel means they

| are amongst the elite players in
the county,’ Daly told The South-
| ernStar.

"West Cork camogie is very

THE midfield pairing of Ash-
ling Thompson and Katrina
Mackey was one of the plus

| points from Cork's opening

Littlewoods Ireland Camogie
League Division 1 win against
Tipperary — and it's a combi-
nation that Cork boss Paudie
Murray wants to see more of,
Cork hope to make it two

| Division 1 victories in as many

| chance to see Thompson and

outings away to Waterford
this Saturday, and it's another

Mackey in action vogether.
| “That pairing was some-
thing we were looking at in
| 2020 but Katrina was troubled

very
~Donie Daly, Cork U16
camogie manager

strong right now and hds been
over the last number of years.
After Sarsfields, Clonakilty
would have had the largest rep-
resentation at this year's Ul6
Cork trials. Thats testament
to the work that is being done
there. It is not just Clon because
there are other clebs down that
direction doing outstanding
work.

‘Amy McCarthy was on last
year's Cork Ul4 panel and 1
would have come across her a
pumber of times. Kate Molan is
someone [ have seen playing on
a number of occasions for both
her club and division.

*As for Ballinascarthy’s Mil-
lie Condon, everyone already
knows how good a player she
is and this is her second year
on the Cork U6 panel. 1 have
2 DVD of Youghal playing Balli-
nascarthy in a Ul4 county final
from about four vears ago and
Millie was on that team. She has
gertainly kit up West Cork with
her ladies’ football and camogie
skills. Millie abways brings work
rate and a real inténsity 1o her

game, We are delighted to have
all three on this year's Cork Ul6
panel.

‘As with the Clon girls, Mil-
lie's progression is down to all
the hard work and coaching
being done at underage level
in Ballinascarthy camogie. It is
great for West Cork, for Car-
bery camogie and the players

by injuries over the st two
years, Cork manager Murray
explained.

‘T think this is the first year
Katrina has been able to com-
plete a full pre-season. It isthe
first year she is coming in ful-
Iy fit with no injuries. Playing
Ashling and Katrina together
i# something we will look to
develop.

‘Offensively, both of themare
exceptionally good. Defensive-
ly, there are probably a few ar-
eas they need 1o iImprove upon
and we just hope we can tidy

up those areas over the next
couple of games.”

Carbery trio selected on
Cork Ul6 camogie

[ &

Cork U16 camogie panel.

themselves. There is strength
in depth in West Cork and right
nowe it is one of the strongest
camogie divisions at underage
|eved in Cork.

MNow that the Cork U6 pancl
has been finalised, the next few
weeks will be extremely busy as
Daly and his management team
intensify preparations for the
All-Ireland U6 camogie cham-
pionship. “We only trained as a
squad for the first time with all
30 girls kast week,' Daly said.

‘I have 1o say that we were
delighted with both the fitness
and skill levels of the girls even
though many of them wouldn’t
have played with a while. There
were two options available to
the Camogie Association which
they sought a vote on recently.
At the moment, the All-Treland
U16 camogie series is due to

Cork head to Waterford on
the back of an encouraging
win against Tipperary in their
league opener a fortnight ago.
That 31410 (-16 victory has se-
cured a quarter-final berth be-
fore taking to the ficld against
Waterford this weekend. A
second consecutive league win
would cement home advantage
in the last eight.

‘Looking back on the Tipp
performance, we were happy
enough with it but there are
always areas you would like to
improve on, Murray said.

‘Obvicusly, against Water-
ford, you would like to see the

The West Cork trio of Millie Condon, Amy McCarthy and Kate Nolan have beennamed onthe

start on June 11th/12th and run
for a toral of six wecks.

‘In the normal course of
events that would involve group
games with the top two in each
progressing to the All-Irefand
semi-finals and then a final, All
things being equal, we could
be starting in early June and,
if things go to plan, play in an
All-Ireland final on July 19th.
There is no official word on our
provincial championships yet
as they might have to be pushed
hack to (possibly) theend of July
or even later.

The 2021 Cork Ulb camo-
gie panel includes Millie Con-
don (Ballinascarthy), Jennifer
Sheehy (Ballygarvan), Caocim-
he O Donoghue (Bishopstown],
Emily O Donoghue {Bishops-
town), Bronagh O"Shaughnessy
(Blackrock), Maedhbh De Bur-

performance improve a bit.
That will be key for this week-
end's game, making another
step up. Preparations have
been much the same as the lead
up to the Tipperary game. An
improvement in the weather
would have helped but we have
been training very well.

Tipp rebounded from that
boss by inflicting a 2-16 o O-11
defieat on Waterford. Nothing
but a win will sulfice for the
Detse which makes them po-
rentially dangerous opponents,
especially on their home pitch.

Cork star Ashiing Thompson.

panel

ea (Carrigtwohill), Amy MeCa-
rihy (Clonakilty), Kate Nolan
(Clonakilty), Amy Sheppard
[Cloughduy), Emma Cantillon
(Douglas), Edel Sheehan (Fire
(ha), Grainne O'Mahony (Eire
(4}, Shauna Sheehan (Eire Og).
Anibhinn O'Neill {Erins Crwn),
Grainne Finn (Fr O'Neills),
Grainne O'Neill (Fr O'Nells),
Andrea Brislane (Inniscar-
ra), Ellen Crowley (Inniscar-
ra), Amy O'Sullivan (Mallow),
Eimear Duignan {Mallow],
Jill Connaughton (Midleton),
Caoimhe Shechan (Milford),
Keeley Goulding (Rockbén),
Ava Fitzgerald (Sarsfields),
Kate Fennessy (Sarsficlds), Ra-
chel Roche (Sarsfields), Sinead
Hurley (Sarsfields), Fiona
Twohig (Valley Rovers), Alex
Cashman (Youghal) and Aoibhe
Daly (Youghal).

T e oy B, B St O
Potential in Thompson and Mackey
midfield combination, says Murray




Tipperary.

Ali Smith, of Cork, in action against Ciara Ryan,

of Tipperary, during the
Littlewoeds league Division 2, group 2 match at Drom-Inch in

Picture; David Fitzgerald/Sportsfile

Unbeaten Cork ontop
astheytravelto Galway
for final group ga

TOMORROW: Littlewoods
Division 2 Notional Leaguee;
Cork v Galway; Gort, 1.30pm
CORK are top of theif group as
rhay traved 10 Galway tomarrow
fog their firal p gama in thi
Litttewaods D 2 national
Having beaten Tipperary and
Gabway, they ara thiy only side of
fihe four that ks undebeated,
Keery shocked Galway in round
one, but bost t0 Cork kst wee-
kand; Gabway got their bid for a
place in the quartes-finals back
o track, with & 2-10-40-2-4 ¥ig-
over Tipperary.

E;rtu;mmnhtuhm i
 thraugh to the quarter-finals,

a slip-wn againgt Gahway woulkd
jput the home sidas o four
poirts and weara Kamy 10 defeat
Tipparary, thrge teams could end
g -on four points each,

) thiis wera 1o happen, the side
with the best sconng average
 wiould go through and Gork are
ahead of Galwey and Kermy on

sCOMNgG averages.
o, in @ bid to got it right, have
intreduced al of thelr panel and
ansured @ tirne for players.
On Seturday last, theng wens fve
:ummqﬁﬁ
feated Tipparany the ot
and mangger, Mark MoCartiy,
and his back-room team will
heve a few changes agan for tha
chash with Gabway.
mm; it his tide's vic-
at 'S
tory, MeCarihy said that this is
vary much a squead and any
player, on anmy deay, can expect to
start or be called inbo action.
Sofar, everybody has perfarmed
wall, which will, no doubd, give
headaches whan he
comas to nailing down a stasting
15 for champéonship, but it s a
haadschs | am sure e s happy
mmgi'l.lfdﬂ'g' again had
Last LW S
oral standout performanceas; Al
Smifth continuad i impoass up
front, a5 did Finala Meville; Laur-
gn Callanan again covered acres
of ground in the midfiedd berb

Ann
3ill e Quirke, of Tipe

. and Kate Kilcommins, of Cork, during the
Tmatch,  Ficture; David FiteperaldSportsfile

CAMOGIE
m Mary Newman

and got through a hugs amisun
of work; while, in defence, Als-

Gahway rallied and tumed in a
strong performance 1o gel the
show back on the road with &n
axcallent victory over a taugh
Tipperary sida).,

tearms ara cut on the Samae day.

thay, bke Cork, hante hwo sapar-
i pansis, 5o othar than it baing
a clash for the manager, it should
wioik oul fine.

& rrest-win game for Gakwins and
a tough tester for Cork, it prom-
=es to be a crackar.

W F M
= o TOY D

Pdlre Ui Chaoimh earlier this month,

TOMORROW:
Lithewoods Ireland League Division 1:
Round 2, Waterford v Caork,
Walsh Park, 2pm

CORK head to Walsh Park tomorrow con-
fident of topping their pafter already
defeating Tipperary (n the Littlewoads
Iretand National Division 1 league.

With Waterford suffering a 2-16 ta 0-11
defeat to Tipp last Saturday, it's a must
win game for them but Cork will go Into
the game as favourites, despite trialling
several players.

With the Cork Indies’ footballers also
out this weekend against All-Ireland
champions Dobling Paudie Murray s ex-
pected to release his dual Bl

Izzy O'Regan, Cliona Doaoley, Isobeal
Sheshan, Saoirse McCarthy, and Clisna

Hesly came off the bench against Tippand
it's expectod that some will be handecd a
starting position here,

There are other substitutes which Mur-
ray will want togive game time te but with
the competition shortened dise to Covid
and just three teams per group we're al-
maost at knackout stage o it will be sieady
% she poes,

Hannah O'Leary, Ellen Murphy, Emma
Murphy, and Acife O'Neill are other
players that need that time.

%t Finharr's Aisling Egan ot full back
held her own for her first outing against

148

She'll need time to develop at intercoun-
ty level. Ciara O'Sulllvan at half forward
wotks hard and again is a player where
time is necded.

While it's early days and Tipperary
were a poor reflection of what they were
last year Cork still Impressed with their
own intent in Piire Ui Chaolmbh.

They kooked hungry, wers surprisknghy
wery fit, for three quarters of the game

anyway, and importantly seemed to be en-

a1 .M.-\.-.i-'— 4 L

Tipperary's Nicole Walsh takes a tumble in the tackle from Laura Hayes of Cork during their Littlewoods Ireland Camagie League Division 1 clash at

Mellerick

joving themselves.

They aliernated betwesn a short pas-
sing game to attempting scoreés from dis-
tance and while that was one anea which
was somewhat off, with several shots
landing into the keepers” hands, the idea
was right, and the distance will come,

I wis Cork's first competifive onting
since last Movember.

With the quality of Walsh Park, despito
missing the dual plavers, we can expact
more of the same.

It’s important that Cork don’t overdo
the passing, which can happen when You
play weaker teams, This needs to be an-
other opportunity to play if fast, open the
shoulders and drive for scores, AR

With Katrina Mackey now operating in
the middle of the park, we need o see
players other than Amy O Conror hit the
net.

Fiona Keating struck one against Tipp
and hii three in Courcey Rover's senlor
champlinship final kst vear, so she 50t
afrabd to go for the jugular and we need to
enhance that.

Dierek Lyons is the niew senior mandgper
of Waterford for 2021 after the departure
of Fergal O'Brien and his management
tearm before Christmas after just one year
in charge.

That turnaround of management s
never good and certainly based on how
Waterford performed against Tipperary
last weskoend they need more time to seftle

Picture: INFIROLaszlo Geczo

Rebels head to
Waterford in a
confident mood

to get close to where they were last D
tober where they kost narrowly o Tipp in
the All-Ireland guarter final, 1-12 to 0-10,

Last weekend the defeat was 11 points,
Lyons from Dungarvan comas with con-
siderable intorcounty hurling experience
having previously managed the Delse’s
minor and U-21 hurling teams

Joining him in his backroom team is
hurling coach John Burns, former Water-
ford senior goalkeeper Ipey O'Regan of
Mount Sion, Catherine O'Donnell and
Jimmy and David Payne from Peak: Fit-
ness, in charge of strength and condition:
ing. whoe have worked with several inter-
county hurling teams In pecent years.

Waterford were slow to get moving Last
woakend. They improved in the seconmid
half, but the damage had been done as
they trailed by 14 polnts af the break.

Waterford only managed three points in
that apening period wherens Tipp wers
clinical, the forwards capitalising on out-
field dominance and the resultant quality
and quanthty of ball,

Melntyre got tham off to the st paoss-
ile seart whth a daceling @oal alfter 16 sec-
ofuls.

The second goal arrived in the secod
mimute of first-hall injury time when Kee
ley Corbett Barrett failod to plek up the
sliotar on the run and MeGrath lre_m:t:rnd
to gather quickly, giving Brisnna
{FRegan no chance from closs range.

With Devane splitiing the posts nine
times, that made it 2-11 80 0=3 at hali-time.

Derek Lyons' charges wers better affer
the resumption, Lorraine Bray offering
slout resistance, but his counterpart Bill
Mullaney mads some changes and Wator-
ford couldnt gt close,

A strong performance tomorrow. a
o] win and Cork enter the quarter final,

They'll be happy with that. Game time
is ke s thie e develops,



busy until the championship.

Amfnmtmmwlmﬂummmﬂ:

as Cork County Camogie

Board confirms fixture lists

THE Cork County Camogie Board is
ready to go with all their league com-
petitions. It's a new format this year
and one to keep players busy unl:i"i the
championship.

SENIOR

There are three groups of five with
last year"s intermediate champions
Enniskeane making their senior
debut in Group B.

In Group A it's Cloughduv, Cour-
cey Rovers, Ballygarvan, Killeagh,
Glen Rovers. Group B is 5t Cather-
ine's, %‘il.:l.&ts ane, Sarsfields, Ballin-
collig, g. Group C: 5t Finbarr’s,
Meweestown, Douglas, Milford.

INTERMEDIATE

There are two groups of 8ix. In Group
A last year's Junior champions New-
towmnahandrum are paired with Bally-
hea. Brian Dillon’s, Carrigaline, Ma
Piarsaigh Clonakilty.

In Group B it will be Fr O'Neill's,
Blackrock, Valley Rovers, Kilbrit-
tain/Timoleague, Aghabullogue,
Watergrasshill.

JUNIOR A

Two groups of six with Ballinas-.
carthy, last year's B championship
winners, p to A

Group A: Ballinhassig, Banteer,
diallow, Ballinora, Sarsfelds 2, Cast-
lelyaons.

roupB: Ballinascarthy, Charlevil-

le, Tracton, Sliabh Rua, 5t Vincent's,
Cloughduy 2.

JUMIOR B

The Junior B league has 13 teams
with a group of seven and a pof
gix. Group A: Rockban, Blarney,
Youghal, Fr O'Neill's 2, Inniscarta 2,
Killeagh 2 Barryroe. Group B:
Bishopstown, Ballincollig 2 Mill-+
girest, Bride Rovers, Cobh, Aghada,

JUMIOR C

14 teams I6 tWo ?rnups of aeven make
up the junior C league. Group A: Kil-
worth, Castlelyons 2, Castlemartyr,
Laochra IJE. andon Kinsale, Car-
rigtwohill. Group B: Kilbree, Cobh 2,
Midleten, 3t Fanahans, Buttevant,
Aghabullogue 3, Mallow 2.

JUNIOR 13 A SIDE

The Juntor 13-a-skde has seven teams
and they will play In one group, the
teams are St Colum’s, Grenagh, 5t
Vincent's 2. Erins Own, Tracton Z,
Aghada 2, Dungourney and Nemo
Rangers

JUNIOR SECOND TEAMS
18 teams in three of 5hie.
Group A: Eire Og, Na Plarsaigh, In-

Iniscarra 3, Glen Rovers, 5t Finbarrs,

Siiakiy Rua, Group B: Douglas, 5t Ca-

's, Newtownshandrum, Clon-

akilty, Sarsfields, Enniskeane. Group

© EflbrittalnsTimaleagne, Aghabul-

logue, Brian Dillon’s, Banteer, Black-
irock, Valley Rovers

CAMOGIE
= Mary Newman

and it'soneto keep players
Piture: INPHO/Laselo Gecoo

New format awaits players | =

Ui4
In U4 Premier there are four groups.
Group A: St Catherine’s, Elum
Castlemartyr, Aghabullogue. Group
B is Sarsfields, Inniscarea, 5t Fin-

Iaarrs.md Ballincollig. Group C: Bire
g, Mewcestown, rd and Ballin-
hassig and in Group D we have Balli-

nora, Erins Own, Enniskeane and
Rovers

In the U4 A, Group A is Douglas,
Castlelyons, Banteer, Killeagh. In
Group B Cloughduy, Glen Rovers,
Midleton, Courcey Rowvers; in Group
C it's Cobh, Mallow, Kilbrittain/Ti-
moleague, Clonakilty, In Group D:
Bishopsiown, Ballyhea, Watergras-
shill, Reckbin,

In U14 B, there are {ive groups and
in Gru:]p.hlt's Tracton, Ma Plarsai
Youghal, Dungourney. Group B MIL-
street, Bandon, Sliabh Eua Aghada,
Group C: Blarney, Barryroe, 5t
Colum's, and Ballygarvan and in
Group [k 5t Vincent's, 5t Fanahans,
Carrigtwohill and Fr O'Meill’s.

Group E is Carrigaline, Laochra
Og, Kinsale and Group F: Innisearra,
Mewtownshandrum and Charteville,

UG

Four groups of four, In Group A it's
Inniscarra, Fr O'Neill's, Valley
Rovers, Ballygarvan. Group B: Clon-
akilty, Blackrock, Erin's Own, Glen
Rowvers. In Gmug C: S.ghabu\lugut,
Midleton, Cobh, Elre In Group D
Rockbdn, Cloughduv, Sarsfields and
Ballinora,

uie A

Four groups of four. In Groups A:
Laochra Og, Sarsfields 2, 5t Fin-
barr's, Blarney. In Group B: Car-
rigtwohill, Youghal, Mallow, Bishop-
stown. In Group C: Ballinascarthy,
Douglas, Ballinhassig, Newcestown,
In Group D: Castlemartyr Ballineol-
lig, Enniskeane and Na Plarsaigh.

UGB

There are six groups. In Group A we
have Milford, Grenagh, Newtown-
shandrum, and Buttevant. G Bis
Barryroe, Sliabh Rua, Clonakilty 2,
and galine. Group C is 5t Fana.-
hans, Bride Rovers, Bandon, Courcey
Fovers and Group D is Tracton, Mill-
street, Blackrock 2, Kilbrittain/ Timo-
leagne. Group B Is Douglas 2, Kill-
eagh, Castlelyona, Group F is Aghada,
Aghabullogua 2, 5t Cathering’s.

wiscC

There are fuk ps. In Group A: 5t
Vinecent's, Charleville, Fermoy, Nemo
Rangers, Group B: Kilworth, Bally-
hea, Kinsale, Group C: Du FTEY,
Watergrasshill, and Brian Dillons. In
Group: D St Colm's, Kilbroe and Ban-
beEr.

*'__._.'r_ : .-._- -—'
Cork's Kate

THE inter-county champlonshi
datez have finally been released,
with the All-Treland senior and
intermediate finals on Sunday,
Sa ber 12.

'm & little dizappointed that this
date hasn't been brought forward,
but the have given them-
salves a huffer for games that could
be postponed due to Covid, and you
can understand that approach. [ live
in hope for an earlier 2022 season s0
clubs can be in full flow by Septem-
her 1.

I'm assuming the water-break
clock situation is 100% clear to all be-
fore champlonship throws in. Last
wear, ifyon recall, there was disquiet
after the All-Ireland semi-final be-
tween Cork and Kilkenny after the
roferee declared additional time,
and for those watching at home the
game seemed to finish two minutes
short. What occurred was the ref-
eree Owen Elliot did not stop his
watch rarR?rf_Emr breaks {as Is the
ke, bit dirl.

Futle 2.7 stated: “One water break
will take place between the 15th and
agth minute in each half. The breaks
should last no longer than a minute,
with plavers coming to the area in
frant of thelr team gone and clearly-
marked persenal bottles or single-
use bottles should be used For fuid
Intalke,

“ihe referee and any match day
clocks shall be stopped for te dar
ation of the water break. The referee

. shall signal when they restart their

Howewer, after the sémi-final con-
fusion, the following was released:
= & spokesperson for the association
has told Thed42 that the reason for
the difference in the timekecping
was cansed by the BTE cleck being
stopped during the water broaks.
Orwen Elliot, along with Ray Kelly
who was the referoe for the clash be-
tween Galway and Tipperary, did
pot stop their watches during the
sto . The Camogie Associaiion
are satisficd that both officials rec-
orded the time accurately in both

& tackled by Kerry's Aine 0"Connor during a Division 2 clash at Castle Road.

Matchdates
finally here

Linda
Mellerick

games."”

That's a strange one. How could
they have recorded the time accu-
ri_!lnul}' when the rule states the oppo-
sita?

The same rule applics for 2021, 50
let's hope all referees are clear on it.
Two minutes is a long time in camo-

.

If you're ahead or behind ad ex-
peciing two minutes remaining,
eritieal decisions can be made, and
all of a sudden the whistle blows?
Well, you can imagine the anger and
frustration there

The Cork board have released the
groups for senlor, intermediate, amd
junior leagues. Full credit to them
i‘nr the prompt response to the final
declsion less than two wecks ago
that club champlonships would not
atart until after the All-Ireland
inter-county series

Clubs will be happy with a round-
robin league which will glve a tetal
ol 92 teams across those grades sov-
pral games during a six-woek period,
The league is expectad to start June
21 and run until the first week of Au-

gust,

A big surprise in last veeakend's
intercounty league pound VWD Eame.
Crdinne Egan shot 3-5 as Offaly rec-
arded their most significant victory
in years with a 4-7 b2 1-14 triumph
over Dublin, Former Galway All-Ire-
land-winning goalkesper Susan
Earner has clearly had a positive im-
pact on Offaly since becoming man-
ager, and they are now agsured of B
place in the business end of the com-
petition, the clash with the Cats de-
ciding the top two in Group 2.

Three points from Aisling Maher
had edged Dublin ahead, Egan hav-

Picture: Eddie OHaee

Cork’s Orla Cronin runs at the Tipp de-

fence. Ficture: FRPHO

ing only pointed from a penalty at
the ather end. Emma Mulroone
poaled, but Maher and Jody Couch
pointed, and the teams went in at the
break level 0-7 to 11

Miamh Gannon haid been showing
well for the Dubs, and when she ox-
tended her two points with a goal, It
was looking good for the home side
a5 they moved six points clear. Thelr
joy was short-lived however, o8 thee
sutstanding Egan rifled home a palr
af poals to draw the teams bevel en-
fering the final quarier. z

Sarah Harding edged the visitors
ahead, but the crucial score came
when Egan completed her hat-trick
in the 56th minute. Couch and
Maher halved the defielt, but time
pan out on Dublin and they must
pow turn their attentions t0 the
championship.

Limerick also booked their berth
in at Ieast the quarter-finals, as a re
sult of their Shannon defeat of
e by 2-14 to 1-11 at Fr Mamar
Park in Ennis.



CORK County Camogle Board public
relations officer (PRO) Lonlse Weldon
gavs that a major effort will be made to
promote the game in the months
ahesad,

Camogie has been in the spotiight
for a number of reasons in recent
woeks, with guestlons also being asked
about the public's awareness of the
game’s hi t profile pla

In fact, recent research conducted
by Littlewoods Ireland revealsd that
f9% of the Irish population canmnot
name a current camogie player. Al-
though a lot of progress has been made
in recent times, the gap belwsen men's
and women's GAA appeats to baa

o,
“We have to go back to the drawing
board and see how we can bridge the

Members of the Blackrock Camogie team took part in Pieta House's Darkness into Light

CAMOGIE

® John Cashman

gap”, Ms Weldon sadd.

*There are some ineredible plavers
in camogie and, whilst in some houses
they are everyday names, that's not
the cass overall.

“We have to get this awareness inbo
the schools and start at grassroots
level. Hopefully once the resirictions
are lifted, we will have greater support
at our matches. It's up to us as an as-
sociation to drive the game forward.

“Here in Cork for the first time this
vear, we have a public relations team
working together.

“Their job iz & big one... to get the

walk, including Katie and lﬁlliil Weldon.

| > |

Pictuse; George Hatchell

Better promotion
of Cork camogie

message out thers, The team we have
are g o bring the message around
the county.

“There 12 an awful lsf of ground
work already done whilst we were In
Iockdown, We are lucky that there are
a lot of talented poople aronnd ws togel
the ball rolling In this area.

“Tam really loaking forward to the
thla}fjlange I?‘J:lead. whilst 'n'l.;lr__'.-t'hmtl.l:h
relying on the great support & pre-
FHPE!IE people whi hel:ﬁhe office af

In the past few weeks, financial par-
ity was reached with male players and
Louise sees this is o huge boost,

“W have all to do everyihing we can
113 our members and acknowl-
edge the hours and years of service
that they give s as o county and glve

1o thelr clubs. Getting that financial
recogmition is a significant move”

On a whder note, the recent fixtires
coniroversy has now blown aver and
Ms Webdon fisels that great credit is due
to the Camogie Association for taking
@ step back and talking to clubs.

“They talked to the players to see
what was neaded to make things right.

“It°s important that we give both the
inter-county and club plaver svery op-
portunity to perform to the best of
their ability.

“We ned to ghve the eounty players
a proper run nte the champlonship by
holding the Mational Leagus a5 we ane
now and alse give all the clubs the op-
portunity to have their plaiyers pre-
pare again before the club champion-
ship begins,”

Impressive Cork join Galway in semis

Daragh O Conchuir

Cork joined Galway in the semi-fin-
als of the Littlewoods Camogle
League Division 1 following thelr 3-15
in 113 triumph over 14-player Walr-
ford at Walsh Park.

The other weekend fixtures served
only to determine the finishing
positions in the other groups, with
the four bearms in the quarter-finals

champions Kilkenny
CHTaly by 4-24 to 0-8 at 5t

Brendan’s Park to secure number
one seeding from Group 3 while
defending champlons Galway were
impressive too in dispensing with
Limerick by 3-13 to 0-7 in Kilmallock
to claim top spot in Group L.

Two goals within a minute after
the early second-half dismissal of
full-back Kate Lynch left the Délse
outfit dead and buried, their scoring
of the grme’s last goal and five points
notwithstanding. :

Orla Cronin shot seven points
while Chioe $igerson relished a more:

advanced role and contributed 1.3

and Amy ' Connor repebed her two-

goal show of the previous rouml.

The one concern for Paudie Mur-
ray will be the head injury that
forced the early departwre of Laura
Treacy but she was able to take har
place with therest of the subs later in

ES.

A stunning solo goal by Stgerson in
the 43rd minuie was followed by
O'Connor's second just over a
minute later, after Aishling Thompe
#on had found Sigersen. The Killaagh
woman In turn pat it ona plate for

Ewer-threatening teammate
{ and that was curtains,
Thers wasz a consalation goal for

Waterford when captain Niamh
Rockett lived up to her name with a
stunning finish to the roof of the
Cork net after taking delivery
of a guick free from Carton,
following some admirable work by
Falconer.

Kilkenny stepped forward con-
giderably from their hard-working
display agalnst Dublin to dispense
with an Offaly outfit that had
also heaten the Metropolitans, with
easn.

In fhe day's evening throw-in at
Kilmalleck, Galway came out on bop
of a1 open and fast-paced affair,
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Cork confirmfinals l)la ce
with big winin Waterford

Denise Gaule fires 1-7 for Kilkenny as Galway claim top in Group I

ion 1 sextet following their
15 to 1-13 triumph over
Sl
table ot
bt o had dooc e ISR e
the Délse in the i
T Orlue i ed vl cnt Bt i
the positions in the other groups, with

All-Ireland cpoalified.
champions Kilkenny troanced Of-
faly by 42110 0-8 at St Brendan’s Park tosecure
title hobders Galvway &ﬂm‘mm
Fﬂmﬁﬂiﬁlm'ihmmmhdﬁ-

by 313 to 0-7 in Kilmal-

- aminuteafter the early second-hal{ %

from | full-back Kate Lynch left the Déise outfit dead

* the Metropolitans,
operators throughout
By the time Kate Kenny landed a
wind-assisted point from distance fantastic
} ulﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂjmtﬂmmmﬁmm

O'Connell flew out of the A

 converteda placed ball, Miriam Walsh

. an eighth-minute goal to put the All-Ireland

| champions in the box seat.
The full-forward was in very quickly as

IMPACT: Grace
Wal=h of
Hilkenny holds
aff Qffalys
Holsin Eqan

—

e

A

T X o e f{ﬁi}fﬁi' !

| o

Mﬁmmﬂtum 4
short, flicking the sliotar away ﬁﬂﬂm”mﬂd

jent space under pressure to rifle
‘“ﬂﬁ net from close rnge.

Earner's outfit settled and were more

competiti -'i!ﬁ!-lpﬁ'lﬂﬂ Dzl star Grii
ted two frees but Gaule added four £An
to make it 1-9 to 0 at half-time. PONAS
_ Thelrhoes wereexinguished very arly inthe
mhﬂﬁmaﬂu mhfﬂ virtue of a goal three
s from Aoifie Doyle, after
w“m,mmﬂwl Hﬁhmmum

Katie Nokan regist final pass.
m“*’-“k had saved Gaule's drive, and
provided the coup de grace in injury time.
mﬁﬂmdmtﬂulnd'.e start by clinical Cork laid the
flor Cork’ 3-15 to 1-13 suecess

Waterford at Walsh Park. and two over

' mark, the visitors already had a goal and four

first three points from play and after

er Mairdad Jennings before lifting sharplyand

| and buricd, their scoring of the ik
§ arid NS DI NCEWHASIANEE.
¢ Orda Cronin shot seven points while Chloe
| Sigerson relished a more advanced role and
- contributed 1-3 and Amy O'Connor repeated
¢ Ier two-goal show of the previous round. The
¢ oneconcem for Pavdie Murray will be the head
injury that forced the early departure of Laura
Treacy but she was able 1o take her place with
the rest af the subs later in proceedings.
Acfantastic point from Laum H Y
- the first-half highlights, the half-back taking a
pass from Ashling Thompson, who was
the seorers herself in a commanding mhd"n-g]mmgﬂ
. performance alongside Katrina
| O'Connor pounced on an error under pres-
| sure by Brianna O'Regan to nab her first major
but a couple of points from difficult frees by
e et Losarpr gyl A
. Faleoner an eye-catcher with a pair of
mw'm“ﬂ}'mﬂﬂhﬂ-ﬂmuqmﬂme
change of ends, having been ten points in ar-
TERLrs at ofve juncture.
so0n after the restart however, when Kate Lynch
gave referee John Dermody no option, but to
issue a ped cand for o witd pull on O'Connor.
A stunning solo goal by Sigerson in the 43rd
minute was followed by O'Connor's -
justover 60 seconds later, murmm"“:“hﬁ'_‘ |
¢ found the Killeagh woman, who in turm put it
 on a plate for her everthreatening teammate
- and that was curtalns.
There was a consoation goal for Waterford
1 captain Niamh Rockett lived up to her
mwﬁhawmﬂlmﬁgmﬁﬁ
¢ Cork net after el e
h}rmr_



Galway dig deep to
qualify for quarter-finals

along with the

Cork 1-8

GALWAY got the upper hand
on Cork and ensured they
m&i;t to thuqua.rtg]-lf_lkngﬁ
iz gualify with ;
the latler stapes of the Little-
woodds Division 2 League,

However, Cork top the
ﬂm ﬂmi difference

a Venue next
weskend.

Galway wg full value for
cal enconnier in Gort GAA
grounds on Saturday as they
put Cork under constant
pressure, They led by four
points 08 o 0-6 at the interval
]am.ij were full value for their
Bal.

Playing with the aid of the
alight breeze, the home sides

led from the throw-in as
Eate Wall hit the first score,
Eointl ingide 40 seconds.
tiona converted
a froe to give Cork 8 two-point
advantage but Galway came
storming into the game and
they with Molly Man-
nfon prdnting bifore the water
break and on the resumption
they to gain a grip.
Ava key was unlucky

rot tograb the opening ot
W as hier pmﬂrllug

flew ncross the face of the
godl and wide but five points
without reply saw them finish
the half stronger Cork's sole
réply a Cliona 0'Callaghan
as Galway led 0-8 to 0-3

at the [nterval.

Galway kept the pressure
om from the start of the second
half with points from the ex-
Niamh Koy, Gk Bavia

a nny, Cork having
introduced four substitutes at
the bredk worked hard and
Eﬁnﬁ&mul"imlnﬂeﬂﬂamd

Smith cut the deficit to six
points by the second water
birealk.

Rebels

= Mary Newman
Applying pressure Cork
won a penalty for a foul on
Apife H amd with Finoln
Meville con tly finizhing
fo the met just thres points sep-:
arated the sides.

Cork needed to find a sec-

ond geéar but it was Galway .

who dug |, three points in
a row from Elisha Broderick,
Mairead Dillon and Niamh
Horan swung the back
in thelr favour, Smith (%)
and Rachel Harty found the
rm:ﬁe for a hard-working
Cork who never gave up try-
ing bt a Cora Kenny polnt
gave Galway a four-point
;lfluun they held to the fin-

In the other game in the
group, Kerry had a superb 3-10
to 0-11 victory over
but while they finished leve
with Cork and Galway they
loze ot on qu 011 5C0T-

differencea.

Seangns far M R, M Do,
G Kpnny 0-3 each, A Kaano . N Horan
02 each, M iMannion, E Broderick -

Cork: F Maeille t-1 [1-0 pan), A Srmith ©-
il{cﬂ'mmwlﬂ‘mﬁ'lﬂ

A Crowley; H Baodon, 4 ol
nay, C Mingston: L Callanan, M
ilurpl;ir: M Barrarl, J OLeary, K
deetin; C O'Callaghan, K Wall, K

wﬁﬁm@ﬂumu

1, A St Sor bt Barvett 1430, A e

K Wiaish (43). H Ryan lor G

(48, & O'Callagian for © Elrgsion
‘Gasin Donegan {Dutskng

E
5
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Cork 3-15
Waterford 1-13
CORK made lght work of Waterford in
their national e division 1 second
round clash in Park on Saturday.

Played in glorions conditions on an im-
maculate pitch, it suited Cork. They Led 1-
7 to 0-2 at the first water break on 16 min-

i:ﬂlml'ﬁ bafore the stoppage, two Beth Cars
I'Ifl."Eﬂ.

Waterford seemed to get to with
Cork after that, cutscoring ﬁ-}rkgl;lﬁrther
three polnis to two, but it didn’t last long,
It was women against girls, epitomised
e M et o

HETSON &
pointed from 55 yards to glve Cork a 1-13
to 0-7 lead at half time, Amy O'Connor
again hitting the net with a great strike
through the narrowest of gaps.

Cork lost Laura Treacy to a high chal-
larf on nine minutes. $he was replaced
by Aoife O'Melll whe came in at right
corner-back with Meabh Cahalane
switching to hold the centre.

Cork again looked impressive desplie
the weak opposition. Their fitness, off the
shoulder support, contrasting with their
ability to spread the ball cither side and
split the epposition is giving defences &
iz : also pick

ey are also pleking off lovely scores
from angles and distanee. Laura Hayes®
sirong run up the wing to score on 10 mins
utes characterising. Ashling Thompson
and Katrina Mackey were again on the
i, 20 Cork are a scoring machine

feom their half back line forwrd.

Waterford were finding it hard to gt up
the feld and their short puckouts left
them too much to do in that regard, Lor-
raine Bray was battling hard around the
middle of the field with Beth Carton
shows moments of brilliance. Vikki Fal-

utes, Waterford having got the last two |

Cork’s Cliona Healy and Waterford's Sibeal Hamey in league action at Walsh Park.

Cork cruiseto
winin comfort

Cork’s Amy 0"Connor hit two goals in Waterford,

coner was a handful in the corner bt ont-
shde of that Waterford strugeled all over,

Ashling Thompson plaved deep to as-
sist a relatively inexperienced Cork de-
fenee. Ballinora®s Cliona Doolev, 5t Fin-
barr's Ashiing Egan and Sarsfields® Ellen
Murphy completed Cork's full back line

and with the of Treacy so early in the
Thompson pl mather gooss, Do
nsively Cark admirabliy.

The sending off of Kate Lynch six min-
ules into the seeond half for a strike on
Amy O'Connor didn’t help Waterford s
eniss a5 they started to lose a bit of disci-
pline. Shona Curran was lucky to stay on
ihe el after a strike with the hand and
Waterford must have Felt Likewise as they
substituted her minotes later,

It bocame damage limitation after
Chilos Siperson and Amy O°'Connor goaled
inalde a minute on forty-one and it was no
surprise that Cork then started to pile on
the subatitutes,

Watarford E}‘It a somarwhat betler por-
spective on the outlook as the game he-
came scrappy and they pleked of 1-3 with-
ot reply to bring the game to 3-15 to 1-11
entering the final five minutes. They
siribek another two as the game lacked the
Nalr of the opening half and 50-530 froes
wont the home: sides way,

™May 202
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Pictare: Patrick Brawna
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Pocture: Fatrick Brovwne

Cark dida't score from the 42nd minite
which won't really be a concern. The joh
was done, eight substitutes figured, and
they have toepped thelr group,

eferee John Dermody could have
playied the advantage rule more which
would have added to the qualkliy of the
game, which was very good from a Cork
perspective,
mmfﬂaﬂnﬂimmﬁqﬁ.nn:ﬂ?zﬁ.
Amﬁmm ugr':. it il
Walerford: B Cadon 048 §0<5 1), N Rocken 13 80-1 1), ¥
Falcorsar 0-2, 5 Lacoy, & Fiynn 01 aach

CORK: A Lee; C Dooley. A Egan, E Muprny; M Cahal-

i, L Treacy, L Hayes; K Macksy, A Thompson, © Si

E;Ilﬂﬂ.ﬂ Cronin, 5 MeCanhy: L Coling, A O'Connar, |
egan

Subm: & Ol for L Tresty (B, injl, E Muiphy e §
IicCarthy, (42}, H O'Loary or K Mackey (42}, | Bheskan
e O Crdnen (48, F Koating lor & O'Connoe, [ O Regan
e I Caling (50}, M Lynch foe A Les {515, C OMSullivin
o A Thompaon HE0)

WATERFORD: B OrRogan; K Gorbetl-Bamy, K Lynch G
Wieyta; C Grifin, 8 Corran, L Bry; B Carton, 5 Lbsey: O
Hackay, W Aocket, 5 Fiegorald; © O/Sulikan, A Fiynn, W
Falognar

Suba; A Corcedan lof § i), 5 Harey for O
Mkt (-1}, | Hotlsrngn o O Grifin (399, O Carll foe 5.
Crriirn L5, F Morsdomy loe  Fadecrse (56}

Rederoa: John Cemady - Waskond,
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BOTH Cork manager Paudie Murray
and player Chloe had mixed
emotions after their win over Wator-
ford in Walsh Park on Saturday.
While coasting to victory, Cork
failed to score from the 42nd minute
and even thoungh the outcome wasn't in
doubt, both wounld like to see Cork
maintain their momentum for the en-
thee 60 minntes,

“The first 35 minutes were some of
thie bagt I've seen," Mureay said,

“But the last plece 1'd rather forgot
t¢ be honest, We took our foot off the
pedal and the amtitude was wrong and
when the attituwde isn't right, well, you
it 25 minubes like thae”

play, with some quality scores and
they wera moving the ball quickly
which pleased the manager.

“Yeah, they plaved a lot of the
behind thelr own half-back line, so
thew didn't want us to creaie scores,
but [ think we found a way around it
very quickly. I surppum the most disap-
pointing thing for me was that we
didn’t keep that going. We want to put
dowmn a marker.”

Two goals just after half-time, a
sending off, and it became ragged after
that, a point with which Murray
Agrees,

*1 suppose they were lucky that
there was only one sent off there today,
it probably destroyed the game with
some of the tackles that were flying in.
*Wa'd like better protection. Laura
Treacy got a desperate knock off the
ball and that it not belng picked up was
disappointing.

“Physicality iz okay, but when you
start using the hurley the way it was
used here today, it's dangerous,”

Corlk emptied the bench which poss-
ibly ca digruption to the team, but
that was to be expected.

“Yeah, but players need to put down
amarker too when they come in, We've
Elven eVeryone on our panel & run and
that was our aim for the first two
gamis, [ hape everyone fieels they're in
with a chanee of playing the next day.”
Slgerson re-ilerated her managers’

Cork started well, scoring 1-7 from 5

Mixed feelings

“It's lovely today In Walsh Park, the
grass is immaculate so i's nice o be
playing the league In summer rather
than January.

“"We're actually disappointed. We
would have been happy going home 40
miinutes into the game.

I thought we wene doing quite well;
we were following our principles of
play and then it all went out the
window there towards the end. The
main thing we'll take away from today
is that we've to work on that.

“There's going to be championship
games that will come down to the wire
and we can't drop off like that if we
want to go fr in this competition.

“We were off the shoulder, hputlirlg
pressure on their puck-outs. [ think we
got 1-2 from their puck-outs in the first
half g0 that's definitely something
we're happy with.

“We were working on that, to put the
pressure on as we have the strikers out
the field so that was a great start.

“Maintaining that now for 60 min-
utes is the target. "We're in the draw
now to see i we go to the quarter final

Waterford's Keely Corbett-Barry and Ciara Wﬁnﬂ challenge with Cork’s Chloe Sigerson during their National League game at Walsh
Fark
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Picture: Patrick Brovwme

or semi-final. “The quarter final would  Cark manager Paudie Murray wasn't pleased with a number of aspects of yesterday's

give us another game which we'd also 15000 game against Waterford,

be happy with that if it happens.”

CORK Division 2 camoghe manager Mark MeCarthy
was dizappointed with the result but was looking
very much at the positives after the Rebels’ trip to
Gort on Saturday.
Despite suffering defeat to Galway - on a scoreline
of 015 to 1-08 - in a very tght and eagerly contested
enpounter, Cork secured a home guarter-final next
weekend on scoring difference. i
Speaking after the match, he said: “We ate very
disappointed to have lost out today after having two
good wing over Tipperary and Kerry.

ik the start of the lepgue our main alm was to
gualify for the latter stages =0 mission aeeomplished
o Uk Seore.

=W knew coming up here that unless Galway beat
us by 14 polnts we would take the top spot in the
group on seore difference.

=50 whilst we lost ont it has been a day when we
have learned & Lot and every day you learn is a good

Division Two Camogie
mMary Newman

day.”

Again McCarthy put the emphasis on the benefits
of have a squad and being able to give all his players
FLELIAESL

“We sot out to look at all the players on the squsd
and give them all game time and a chanee to put up
thelr hands and stake a claim for a starting place on
the team. s

“Every player has featured at some stage during
the league.

“We had 11 changes to the sides thal defeated Tip
perary and elght changes to the side that beat Kerry.

"Every player deserves a chaneoe and we have beon
doing that so over all we are pleased with how the
campaign has gone so far.”

Picture: Inpho/Laszlo Geczo

McCarthy is so very-happy to still be in contention

MeCarthy felt his backroom team have learned a
[t about a strong Galway side. |

“Galway were at their best today, they had (o win
and from the off they showed they meant business,
whitle we had the lxury of being abls (o retate our
team they had their stropgest 15 oul there.

“It was good o get a look at them as going forwand
[ have no doubt we will mest again be in the latter
stages of this league or in championship.”

Looking at the campsign overall, he s pleased
with the pames every week and having been out
three weeks in a row hasn't been of huge concermn (o
hilim.

He continued: “We are just delighted to be back

playing and to now be able to play matches and we

again being nble to bring on cight substitutes is
real,

. *We look forward to next weekend and are just

happy to be still in contention and we will drive on.



Star turn: Wedding bells for Rena Buckley and Paidi Collins

@ Echo Reporter

THERE wore planty of amiles in
i suncshing in Berings on Sat-
urdivy aflarmeon as lormer Cork
footbalter and camogie star
Rena Buckley marriad Frea-
maunt player Fhidi Colling.

The couple got a guard ol
hanour from Cork players and
mambers of Donoughmora,
Inniscarr, and Froemoun GAA
clubs. Footballs and hurleys
v i evidencad on Ihe special
day of ane of Cork's graates
vl pEAarE.

The happy couple ware
joinad by socially distangoed
wirll- wishers, including former
teammales, as they posad for
photos afier the cesemony &l 5
Many's Church,

By the tima sha fmishad al
inter-county level, Rena had
amassed 18 sonior Alkdraland
medals, 11 infootball and seven
lor camogie, making har tha
maost successiul plaver in e
game, male of femals.

Shir hias reprasented Mungter
im thi Gaed Linn Cup and iretand
at international rules.

in 2012, she caplained Cork
whean thay wan tha All-lreland
senior [adies foothall champion-
ghip and, in 2017, sha
caplained Cork whan thay won
the All-lreland sanior camogia

champianshig.

e R s ] £ L R, SR R A
Cork dual star Rena Buckley and Freemount player Paidi Collins, who were married at St Mary's Church in Berrings, receive a guard of honou
from Cark players and members of Denoughmore, Inniscarra, and Freemount GAA dlubs. Pacture: Eddie ("Hare

Double delight
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g5, Co Cork, get a guard
Picture: Eddie O'Hare
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Former Cork dual player Bml Paidi Collins, fl‘ll'l'lﬂil'tt,ﬂ'i‘l_ﬂ m-:mniedat Hmrﬂﬂw:hh
of honour from Cork players and Donoughmeore, Inniscarra, and Freemount GAA dubs.
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Faithfuls’ Teehan hoping to face old Tipp teammates

Camogie

Daragh O Cenchiir

There is a sense of respair
around the Offaly Gaelic
EI?ETH m:hmg_:ldnity over the
mor ciifogie is a
mﬁf‘ ﬁliﬂu
thfuls go inte Sun-
day's Littlewnods Ireland Ca.
mogie League Divisfon 1
quarter-final against neigh-
bours Ti PeTary (2.30pm,
Jehn Lockes GAA, Calian)
gﬁtlﬁ:lh?gj?m“: after an eye-
UPEmng-round v,
FEEE
enny knocked them
Back on their hocks in no un-
certnin fashion last weelkend
but the journey of Improve-
ment 1& rarely without a sef.

It will be strange in a

md ways for Mairéad
For a start, she jsn't

sure if she will be able to con-
iribute due to the damaged
medial and Iateral ligaments
suffered during the first week
of training and aggravated
1} her return againzt the
All-Inedand champions,

Then there & the fact that
she spent & number of years
shining in the blue and gald,
from U1d to senior, winning
ﬁllﬁll;'ih!ﬁs &t U6 and minor

Teahan's situation &5 an un-
usual one. Every molecule of
her make-up is Offaly but
Momeygall is her club and so it
was Tipp selectors that were
in a position to node her talenit,

erefore, Imorrow, not
Just will former teammates
from the All-Ireland successes
including Julie Ann Bourke,
Raisin Howard, and Mairéad
Eviston be in the opposite
corner, along with more re-
cent compadres such as Chit

Devane, Karen Kennedy, MNi-
cole Walsh, and Tipp manager
Bill Mullaney, but if she is
passed fit to play some part;
the Zdsyear-old conld wel
have lifelong clubmate and
current All-Star Mary Byan
attempting to neatralise hor
threai.

"It"s welrd,” she concuirs.
“We played them in a couple of
practice matches sinee |
started playing with Offaly,
Bul we haven't come up
against them in a competitive

arme. I's welrd inone sense

ut I play against all those
girlz anyway in ¢club cham-
ponship. So | am wsed to play-
ing against them. Dbviously
not really used to playing
against Mol (Ryvan).™

The separation from Tipp
cccurred through burnout, of
the mind more than anything,
s she opded fo take a vear ouf,
Cuarrent Dublin manager Ad-

L

Mairéad Teehan: Offaly star
aggravated damaged ligaments
against champions. Pic: iyan Byme

rian O'Sullivan was coaching
(HTaly at the Hme and knew
Teehan from his time with
Mary I, where she did her
teacher training. He got in
toueh but she held firm,

Mike Wall returned o her
door the following season, So
toa did Tipp but for all thai she
appreciated her time with the
Fremier County, there was
only one possibie decizion,

“T-am from Offaly. 1 live In
Offaly and have always beon
from Offaly. I live just outside
Dunkerrin, Moneygall would
be our parish team. Moneygall
play in Tipp, When I was U141
was sent o Tipp trials. That js
*Ijh ErE EVErYyone was sent.

1818 WHETH'E A optlon to go to
Offaly... T went to Tipp teials
at that age and was lucky
enalgeh to get an the eams i
along.

“Four years ago, | was play-
Ing senbor with Tippand I took
o break for & vear, just sick of
camogie. 1 had been playing
for a long time up along. 1
wanted s break from the
Prassure ol inter-county
camoghe. T was approschod by
Lhe Erhfgllr management [f |

il nterestid in pl
with Offaly. PErE

"1 wasn't expecting it, It is

something that when I was

asked, [ coubdn't really turn it

down. When you are small.
that [s all you want to do, play
for your county. Offaly is my
county, 1 didn™t think I sonld
ever gat that opportunity with
how it Hes, that your club
plays in & certaln county and
that is where vou are sent for
irials. When [ gol the oppor-
tunity, I esuldn®t turn it
down.” Teehan s in ber thied
seazon now and such was her
immediate impact in the
dressing room, that she was
appointed joint captain with
her Coolderry cousin, Grace
lest yoar,

“Ido believe we have i ool
enotgh squad with Offaly that
we can gel there. And vou
nover know, next week we
coanhd be in o beagnie sommd-fina)
whikch wonld be brilliant, But |
do think we are golng in the
}‘IJH‘.II |:I|mf:1l'.llnlm_l:nww. Hope-
ully, we will 5 alr
right :IJJ'nl.'trbl:lr!."-IIIIsI B e
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CORK
WATERFORD

BY GER McCARTHY

3-15
1-13

CORE are through tw the Lit-
tewoods Camogie League Di-
vision 1 semi-finals by virtue of
a deserved victory over Water-
ford last weekend.

The Rebels' eight point de-
feat of the Déise in Walsh Park
earnied the winners a bye into
the semi-finals.

The result saw Cork finish
top of Group 2 50 they, along
with Galway, await the gutcome
of this weekend's quarter-finals
to determine their opponents
in the last four of the compe-
tition.

Manager Paudie Murray was
pleased with his team's appli-
carion and clinical finishing fol-
lowing a hard-hitting contest.

‘Some of our hurling was
very good and we got some
good scores,’ the Cork senior
manager said,

"We were able to give every-
one on the panel a run out over
the previous two league games
which was important. Hopeful-
Iy, we have escaped without any
serous injuries as well.

Murray wasn't happy, howey-
er, with some of the Waterford
tackles during the game, with
Lavura Treacy coming off in-
jured early in the first half with
a head injury but she was able
o take her place with the rest
of the subs kater in proceedings.

“Laura received a very bad
knock to the head. Looking
back at it on video afterwards,
I just can't understand what
officials are doing when they
cannof see those kind of things,
Murray said.

‘No one has any problem
with physicality (in camogie)
butwhen you are using a hurley
either across someone’s hand

[

Cork forward Orla Cronin scored 0-7 against Waterford.

or head then there is going to
be trouble.

I"ve spoken about this issue
before. You can have a full-back
chopping away at a full-forward
all day long and umpires do
pothing about it. I'm as puzzled
about these things as much as
anyone on my management
team at this stage.

An explosive start by clinical
Cork laid the foundation for
this win, and two goals within
a minute after the early sec-
ond-half dismissal of full-back
Kate Lynch left the Déise outfit
dead and buried, their scoring
of the game’s last goal and five
points notwithstanding.

Orla Cronin shot seven
points while Chloe Sigerson
relished a more advanced role

l

mm@wnﬂwhmﬁ

against Waterford last

and contributed 1-3 and Amy
O'"Connor repeated her two-
goal show of the previous round

A fantastic point from Laura
Hayes was among the first-half
highlights, the half-back taking

a pass from Ashling Thompson,
who was among the scorers
herself in a commanding mid-
field performance alongside
Katrina Mackey.

(¥Connor pounced on an er-
ror under pressure by Brianna
O'Regan to nab her first goal
but a couple of points from
difficuly frees by Beth Carton
calmed the hosts. With Vikki
Falconer an eye-catcher with
a pair of scores from play, they
only trailed by 1-13to O-7 at the
change of ends, having beenten
points in arrears at one junc-
ture,

Disaster struck for Derek
Lyons and his side soon after
the restart howewer, when Kate
Lynch gave referee John Der-
mody no option but to issue
a red card for a wild pull on
Amy O'Connor. A stunning
solo goal by Sigerson in the
43rd minute was followed by
O'Connor's second just aver 60

goconds later, after Thompson
had found the Killeagh woman,
who in turn put it on a plate for
her ever-threatening teammate
and that was curtains.

There was a consolation goal
for Waterford when captain
Niamh Rockett lived up 1o her

pame with a stunning finish to
the roof of the Cork net.

Cork now move on [o a
league semi-final and Paudie
Murray gave an honest answer
when asked if he would have
preferred to play an extra quar-
ter-final game rather than have
a weshend off until the semi-fi-
nals.

‘I would have preferred an-
other game, to be honest with
you, Murray admitted.

‘It means that we will be
training rather than playing a
game next weekend. From a
management point of view, we
would have preferred 1o play a
competitive game. It is what it
is. Mo mateer who we meet in
the semi-finals, it is going to
be tough. Everyone is looking
forward o it though as it will
give us a better indication of
where we are compared to our

MAY 202y

Murray: League semi-final
will tell us where we stand

' just can't understand
what officials are doing
whenthey cannot see
thosekind of things’ —
Paudie Murray

first two beague games.”

Soorers

Cork: Ovla Cronin 0-7 (41} Amy
O'Conmor 2-0; Chioe Sipersan
1-3 (W) Linda Coilns 1-2; Katrina
Mackey, Laura Hayes, Ashing
Thempson 0-1each
Waterford: Bath Carton 0-6 (51);
Waamilh Rockett 1-3 (11 Vil
Falcener 0-2: Sarah Lacey, Abby
FiynnD-Teach.

Cork: Anmy Lea; Clona Doy,
Aifing Epan, Ellen Murphy: beabh
Cahalane Lawra Treacy, Laura
Hayes; Katring Mackey, Ashiing
Thomgsan: Chioe Siaersan, Orla
Cronin, Sadbrse MoCarthy'; Linda
iCallins, Army O'Connoe, 22y
ORegan

Subsz Acile Neifcr L Treacy (10,
infl, Emma burply for S MoCarthry
{42}, Hannah O'Leany for K Mackey
{42}, lsobel Sheehan foe O Cronin
[50), Flana Keating for A O'Connoar
(52}, Moty Lynchifor A Les (520,
Clara O'Sullivan for & Thamgson
{8

Waterford: Brianna O Regan
Keeloy Corbett-Barmy, Kate
Lynuch, Claire Wihybe: Chara Griffin,
Shona Curran, Lorsinng Bray: Beth
Carton, Sarah Lacey; OrlaHickey,
Miasrh Rockatt, Shayna Fitzgerald
Clara OrSulivan, Abby Flynn, Vikkl
Falconer,

Subs Anne Corooran for 5
Fitzgerald (ht), SibeatHarney for
O Hickey {ht), lona Hefternandor C
Griffin (40), Clodagh Canredl for 5
Curran (45), Flona Medrissey for 'V
Falconer [57),

Referee: lohn Dermody (Weadord).

FAN-TASTIC FINALS

The Cork sendor camagie beam Is one game away from booking thelr
place in the national league final in Crake Park on June 20th, @ an
extra lncenthve b that this declder wiill b Reest eveent for the safe

peturn of spectatons to sport.

Sa, i Cork book their place in the final,

will gt i chance to plary In fromt of fans again,
mnmﬁ for thee Cork senior ladies’ footbal tearn after the LGFA
confirmed that the Lidi Mational League Divisien 1and 2 finals wil form
thve barsis of 8 Government -approved test event for spectators at

Croke Park on Saturday, Jurm 26th,

DIVISION 1 GROUP 2

FOW SR L F A sD  Pa
Cork F i P | o O E-25 129 +18 &
Tippemary r J i 1 2=-37 3-35 . =d E )
Waiteerford A 1] 2 124 -3 -B 0
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lﬂ!ilmfw{ut and Sarah McCartin for Galway

Cork hit the road to
take on intermediate

champions Down

TOMORROW
Mmﬂmﬂﬂﬂgﬁll
League quarier-final: v
Diown, MW Hire O'Moore Park,
Porttagize, Spm

THE rewiard for Gork Topping
their group and gualifying for the:
guarter-fnal of the Division 2
Litthewraocts Mathonal haagus is an
gvaning trip to Portiacise tomor-
roww and [t doesn’™ Scome any
tougher & thay have been
drawm to face the 2020 Inter-
reediata Al-lreland champens
Do,
Originally, it was assumed hat
tha top teams in each growp
would have a home quarter-final
bt this i niow ot the case sofor
£y third time this year Cork hal
the noad again,
Bnaim i any undesgeal thmss for &
game of this statuna, in previous
year's, the Associating hive in-
sisted an all league and cham-
plonship gar being played at
tha same time and wa can ne-
marnbar in tha nat foo distant
past o Cork mansyer who man-
eged both sides having o make
& chaice il he would go with tha
plumlﬁ:uﬂuﬁ-i\ﬂ tl'lm
as ]
used to facizate a time change.
Giwan thal 1he ather three quarter
finaks are In the aflernoon #
geama fdiculous on a bank holl-
day weekend to expect players
o =8 around all day and wait for
& Spem throw in bt that's the
cards Cork are death and they
anve 1o juest get on with it
Dicran are & county on the risa
and thay will play in the Liberty
Imsurance All-lreland sanior ca-
meoghe champlonship kater this
yider far tha fiesd limeg in more
thian two decades aftar thair re-
quest to upgrade was accepled.
The Association had passed a

would be no automaths promic-
tian and nelegation in 2020,
Thiss was brodeght in principalby
a5 8 magse 1o protect countas
ﬁﬂﬁlerﬂlmb&ﬂm ﬂbl?]_lh
at full-stréngth throwgh the
cunased season and in the drafl
Titiing irni thisy wens 1o
ramain in the Inlermediate cham-
plonship and division bao leagus
even though they had taken tha
All-lraland Bife beating Antrim.
They got a further boosd when
last year's succassiul team man-
ager Derek Dunne roversed his

wilt Laois ratied Dunng had in-
formed the Board and

CAMOGIE

= Mary Newman

rmess commitmants, R it is
bedievad that presaure from both
pleyers and the board had per-
suadesd him to have a re-think
with the incentive io guide the
county nlo sensae Competiion &
big fackor in his decision to slay,
Down had a slightly aesser path
to tomormow's final a3
they participated in Group 1
whesa thay are wine jusi three
13mE.

They recaived a wakeup call an
ever improving ARk & sads
Tty had over powared in 1ast
Decambers All-lretand final.

In thedr recant league clash An-
trim were full value for Tiedr 1-13
to 0-13 wictony, & weak latar hiy
gol their campaign back on track
ag they ovarcama Derny 3-1610
0-19 and the win was encugh 1o
sae tharm go ihrough B grougp
runnars up with Antrim lopping
the groug going on o defeat

8]

Hm Mallon is withow! daubt
one of their most outstanding
ever plapyars and in & wall-bal-
anced sha lad the way as thay
captured the All-ireland titla for
tha first tima in twenty I years.
Hoiding a rode in their half-fior-
ward ling she wsually moves 1o
thia fisll fonsard possen and it
was heta that she contributed 2-
3 1o the Down tally in Croke Park
last Dacamber,
Ywhilst they have had a few refire-
rmanits followang on ther succass
they ane still backboned by plen-
by of expariencad playars, Ca-
tharine M Gaurty, Karen
MeMulian Danialle Hamison,
Beth Fitzpatrick Miamh Mallon
Sarah Louise Graffin, Ay M-
leenan and Laura Clarks have
been to the fore a5 thiy ad-
vanced to this weekand's
quiartes final,
Cork topped group 3 on scoring
differance cver Gabway having
ol their campaign off 10 a graal
start with vickoras over Tip
and mmmmtnm
ias? weekend but Mark
McCarthy was happy with hia
gam e 15 il he players
8 rs ofi

fﬁmp-an.ﬂ.l with elaven changes
fast wenkend for Bhe irip b Gal-
wiry ha has ghen piayans an op-
ponunity to win a plece on the
starting fifleon.
He has plenty of options but we
will Bapct 10 S04 the Side back-
boned by expaienced cam-
pasgneds sach as Fnols Nevills,
Lauren Callanan and capiain
Aisling Modonay whilst othes ex-

1o leature tn e Sating

are Al Srith, Rached
Harly and Stephanis Beausang

CORK will be a little disappointed that
they were drawn straight through to the
somi-final of this year's league; they
would have preferred to go down the
guarier-final route and avail of another

game,

Galway, Kilkenny, and Cork topped
their respective groups, and a deaw was
made to determine which two woulbd ad-
vanee to the semi-final and the third
would be paired with the three runners-
up and enter 8 quarter-final stage.

So, it's Kilkenny v Limerick and Offaly
v Tipperary. I believe it's Cork v Galway
in one semi ard the guarier-final winners
in the other.

I have to say that I"ve been impressed
with a lot of Cork’s play after just two
Famas.

The disappointing aspect regards camo-
gle s how far ahead of the mst Cark; Gal-
way, and Kilkenny are,

I felt that Tipp and Waterford would
kick on from last year, but they were very
poor in their games against Cork.

Wi keep saying it's carly days and yes,
six weeks is a long time to get yourselves
incorder, but these teams have a ot 16 do
and I think, at this stape, for the next few
vears, it's beyond them.

Tipp manager Bill Mullally 15 trying to

a strong panel, but unless you have
it coming through the ranks yon won't
LT

Caork are the only county where that
differs. We have so many clubs and a wide
pick that if underage success doesn't come
our way, we can still challenge for senior
henionrs.

It does help massively though, and with

WA _“‘J " W
Waterford's lona Heffernan challenges Cork's
Amy 0°Connor during their game at Walsh

Park. Picture; Patrick Browne

"

Cork bidding for three-in-a-raow of minog
All-Treland titles last year, before Covid
pirt 2 stap o it, the foiure remains sirong
for us,

The only weak link [ can currently spot
in Cork’s set-up 5 thelir full-back line,

That's not being disrespectiul to those
that have lined out here in the past few
weaks,

Those that have are relatively mew to
the panel and it goes without saying that it
has to be a weak spol, experience wise,

Taking Lanra Treacy out of full-back is
& risky move, vet 1 do feel she 1s well
siitted to the centre-back robe and will land
it there,

Howewer, if Cork have troubies at full-
ek, they may have to shift Tréacy back
and have a plan B for who will anchor the
defence in the centre,

It all depends on how the apposition ap-
proach their attack as to whether Cork's
vitlnerahility is expossd.

The game has turned intoa movements

game where half-forward lines play decp,
Cork inclnded, and try o one or two-player
full-forward line, Cork’s foll-back and
half-back lnes will only go 50 far, hence
their defence will ouinumber the oppoesi-
tion every time, and in that scenario the
numerical advantage will prevail, regard-
loss of & lwck of experience.

In turn, Cork are playing decp from
their for@ard division and running st
peams, creating space by dellvering fast
ball, faster than they have at times in the
past, and switching the play If an opening
15 0n.

The ability of the side to take long dis-
tanes scores has had a big impact on the
success of this tectic.

That's what weaker opposition lack.
You drag your players away from goal
then you have to be assured they'll pick
off seoros from distanee and when a hreak
comes, po for it

Otherwise, you'll hita brick wall. Cork
are good ab that and Amy O"Connor gol
twn pood poals again last Saturday.

Her first was excellent, where she
found, possibly, the only gap available to
bury & shot.

She has a goal mentality and, as men-
thomed last weed, I'd Hloe o see Flona Kdat-
it gl more game time as [ feel she has it
fon,

The current table is interesting to read
even though 1o ks early in the league. Cork,
Eilkenny, and Galway all fintshed with
two wins from twn; six points,

Kilkenny topped the seoring nverage
with 30 poinis (29 tod-14 agalnst).

Mext was Galway on 30 points (5-24 80 0.
&2 against) and Cork came in with 15 (6-28
v 1-23),

You ean argue any way you wish re-
garding who had the stropger or wealker
group and if Cork hadn't taken their foot
off the pedal against Waterford, they'd
have anather 10 polnts to play with.

But it doesn’t matter really and reading
too much fnte It as this stage won't
unearih much at all.





